March 2, 1860
This Date in Missouri Senate History

On This Date in Missouri Senate History, the date was March 2, 1860, fifth day of the Called Session of the 20th General Assembly.

This is the first such “called” session for the Missouri General Assembly. Between 1820 and 1970, the Legislature only regularly met every other year, which meant preparing two budgets in the course of two or three months. The first regular sessions started in November, later moved to the third Monday in December. In the 1850s, the first “adjourned” sessions were held, usually in the off-years, of those years that did not see a regular session.

This “called” session saw organization of Worth County; changes made to laws governing the ability to sue foreign corporations; rules governing land ownership; and completion of several railroads in our state.

Session started on Feb. 27 and adjourned on March 30.
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(Sources: Missouri Statute Annotations Embracing Construction and Derivation and Missouri Senate Journal)
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