July 1, 1917
This Date in Missouri Senate History

On This Date in Missouri Senate History, the date was July 1, 1917, the day Missouri’s first income tax took effect.

The tax rate was the same for individuals as it was for corporations, one-half of a percent. Missouri was one of four states to add taxation as a way of boosting revenue that year.

Among the dozens of bills relating to taxation in 1915 was Senate Bill 242, which enacted 12 new sections of state law for taxing people. Another was Senate Bill 338, which made changes to 16 sections of state statute.

It should also be noted this was not the state’s first foray into taxing its citizens. The first taxes were collected locally, starting before Missouri became a state.

During his address to the Legislature the previous January, then-Gov. Elliot Major mentioned other possible revenue-growing taxes, including the mortgage and inheritance taxes. These would be quickly added to the mix.

These rates would be short-lived, as increases would come within two years.

July 1, 1917, the date marking the beginning of Missouri’s income tax, on This Date in Missouri Senate History.


















[bookmark: _GoBack](Sources: University of Missouri; Missouri Senate Journal Appendix of 1917; Journal of the Missouri Senate)
1

