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As a veteran of the United 
States Marine Corps and 
the chairman of the Senate 
Veterans and Military 
Affairs Committee, it is a 
great honor to file Senate 
Bill 306. This proposal 
aims to improve the quality 
of life for service members 
and their families when 
they are being called to 
serve our country. Senate 
Bill 306 allows for the 
remote registration of a 
student if one or both of the 
child’s parents are being 
relocated to Missouri under 
military orders. About 
185,000 military children 

Week of feb. 18, 2019

Martin Dempsey, a representative 
from the Unites States Department 

of Defense state liaison office, 
and Sen. Bill White.

move between schools 
annually, which results in 
them potentially missing 
their school’s registration 
deadline. The bill specifies 
that proof of residency 
shall not be required at the 
time of registration, but 
shall be required within 
10 days of the student 
attending the new school. 

The bill also aims to clarify 
state law regarding the 
residency requirements 
for the children of military 
members who hope to 
receive in-state tuition from 
one of Missouri’s higher 
education institutions. 
Under current law, if the 
parent was transferred to 
an out-of-state military 
base, between receiving 
the acceptance letter and 
the first day of class, the 
student’s residency status 
could possibly change. 
This bill would allow the 
student to continue to 
be deemed a resident of 
Missouri as long as they 
remained continuously 
enrolled in the college/
university.
 

In addition, SB 306 
provides active duty and 
reserve members of the 
United States Armed 
Forces and the Missouri 
National Guard the right 
to cancel contracts for 
telecommunications 
services, internet services, 
satellite or streaming 
television services, athletic 
club or gym memberships, 
satellite radio service or 
other similar services 
without penalty if ordered 
to a duty location that does 
not support the contract for 
more than 30 days.

Last week, the bill was 
heard in the Senate Veterans 
and Military Affairs 
Committee where Martin 
Dempsey, a representative 
from the Unites States 
Department of Defense 
State Liaison Office, 
testified in support of the 
bill. Dempsey said he was 
proud that the state of 
Missouri was addressing 
several policy issues 
that extend provisions 
of the Servicemembers 
Civil Relief Act (SCRA) 
and Uniformed Services 

Employment and 
Reemployment Rights Act 
(USERRA) to members 
of the Missouri National 
Guard and the Active 
Reserves. 

During the hearing, 
Dempsey emphasized that 
in order to re-enlist the 
soldier, we have to re-enlist 
the family. 

I will continue to work 
to ensure that Missouri is 
a military-friendly state. 
We want our state to 
be attractive to military 
members and their families 
when they are considering 
moving to Missouri.
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constItuent vIsIts to the capItol

Carthage High School
 Holley Goodnight, director; Carthage Technical Center  

students: Taylor Huston, Josselyne Renteria, Abigail 
Pendegratt, Casandra Roth, Athena Wever, Hannah Burton, 
Isabella Ross, Ashley Tackett and Jadayn Strickland; Amie 

Riley and Shannon Higgins, advisors.

Rita Dobbs of Webb City and Cindy and Kieth Robertson 
of Joplin visited Sen. Bill White as they participated in the 

Missouri Retired Teacher Association Lobby Day.

Carl Junction High School
 Robert Stokes, advisor; Ashley Stokes; Technology Student 

Association (TSA) national sergeant at arms; Audrey 
Garoutte, TSA national secretary; and Emily Boyer, Carl 

Junction TSA president.

James Whitford, executive director of Watered 
Gardens in Joplin, stopped by Sen. White’s office 

this week. 

East Newton High School
 Karen Mason, advisor at the Family, Career and Community 
Leaders of America (FCCLA) and Denise Stafford, executive 

director at Missouri Association for Career & Technical 
Education (MoACTE), advisor Elijah Clymer of DECA, Inc. 

Also pictured Kenzie Massey of FCCLA, Bryaton Link of DECA, 
Inc., Nathan Sanders, of FCCLA, Trey Larson of FCCLA and 

Alexa Harris-Schmidt of FCCLA.

Jennifer Childers, Newton County 
recorder of deeds, visited the State Capitol 
during the Missouri Municipal League’s 

Advocacy Day on Feb. 13, 2019.  

mIssourI’s educators and youth advocates



mIssourI’s health care advocates

Kjersti McDonald, Heather Wright, Berenice Urbina-Maturino, Josh Lockwood Madison 
Orowo, Donna Harlan, Krista Stark, Bob Collier and Chip Hailey who participated in the 

Missouri Health Care for All Advocacy Day at the State Capitol.

The Southwest Region YMCA Executives visited the Capitol on Feb. 19, 2019, promoting the YMCA 
organization. Pictured with Sen. White is Cookie Estrada of Joplin, Patricia Miller of Jefferson City, 

Benjamin Coffey of Neosho, Jonathan Roberts of Carthage, Jeff Snyder of Nevada and Kathryn Custer 
of Springfield. 

On Feb. 19, 2019, Brad Hodson, executive vice president at Missouri Southern State 
University in Joplin, visited Sen. Bill White. 

On Feb. 13, 2019, Bliss Allmoslecher and her family attended the
 Missouri Alliance for Health Care Day at the State Capitol.


