
Journal of the Senate
FIRST REGULAR SESSION

SEVENTH DAY—TUESDAY, JANUARY 17, 2017

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment.

President Parson in the Chair.

 Reverend Carl Gauck offered the following prayer:

Happy are they that trust in the Lord! (Psalm 40:4a)

We celebrate, and give thanks yet today for the faithful servant in our God, Martin Luther King, who truly trusted in the Lord, spoke his
word to us and sought to help us live lives in harmony with our God and with one another. May we find ways to enrich the lives of one another,
seeking to follow the path our Lord lays out before us. May we walk it boldly and courageously doing that which is needed and helpful. In Your
Holy Name we pray. Amen.

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was recited.

A quorum being established, the Senate proceeded with its business.

The Journal for Thursday, January 12, 2017, was read and approved.

The following Senators were present during the day’s proceedings:

Present—Senators

Brown Chappelle-Nadal Cunningham Curls Dixon Eigel Emery

Hegeman Holsman Hoskins Hummel Kehoe Koenig Kraus

Libla Munzlinger Nasheed Onder Richard Riddle Rizzo

Romine Rowden Sater Schaaf Schatz Schupp Sifton

Silvey Wallingford Walsh Wasson Wieland—33

Absent—Senators—None

Absent with leave—Senators—None

Vacancies—1

The Lieutenant Governor was present.

121
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RESOLUTIONS

Senator Silvey offered Senate Resolution No. 53, regarding Eagle Scout Luke Jines, which was adopted.

Senator Riddle offered Senate Resolution No. 54, regarding Nora Black, Rush Hill, which was adopted.

Senator Silvey offered Senate Resolution No. 55, regarding Eagle Scout Quinn Logan Hall, Kansas City,
which was adopted.

Senator Hoskins offered Senate Resolution No. 56, regarding Eagle Scout Conrad Benjamin Kreimeyer,
Warrensburg, which was adopted.

Senator Hoskins offered Senate Resolution No. 57, regarding Eagle Scout Joshua Russell Petree, Knob
Noster, which was adopted.

Senator Hoskins offered Senate Resolution No. 58, regarding Eagle Scout Tanner McCall Karnes,
Warrensburg, which was adopted.

Senator Hoskins offered Senate Resolution No. 59, regarding Eagle Scout Christian Nathaniel Edwards,
Warrensburg, which was adopted.

Senator Hoskins offered Senate Resolution No. 60, regarding Eagle Scout Tyler Dale Moore,
Warrensburg, which was adopted.

Senator Hoskins offered Senate Resolution No. 61, regarding Eagle Scout Joshua Michael Tomich,
Warrensburg, which was adopted.

Senator Hoskins offered Senate Resolution No. 62, regarding Eagle Scout Tyler Lucas Carr,
Warrensburg, which was adopted.

Senator Hoskins offered Senate Resolution No. 63, regarding Eagle Scout Chance Volesky,
Warrensburg, which was adopted.

Senator Hoskins offered Senate Resolution No. 64, regarding Eagle Scout Ethan James Orr,
Warrensburg, which was adopted.

Senator Hoskins offered Senate Resolution No. 65, regarding Eagle Scout Matthew J. Richner,
Warrensburg, which was adopted.

Senator Brown offered Senate Resolution No. 66, regarding Brody Neil Brown, Rolla, which was
adopted.

CONCURRENT RESOLUTIONS

Senator Hoskins offered the following concurrent resolution:

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 7

Whereas, the state of Missouri and Israel share a deep and abiding friendship based on a shared commitment to democratic values; and

Whereas, Missouri’s own President Harry S. Truman announced on May 14, 1948, that the United States would become the first country
to recognize the new Nation of Israel; and

Whereas, since its establishment, Israel has fulfilled the dreams of its founders, who evidence a vigorous, open, and stable democracy;
and

Whereas, Israel’s Declaration of Independence enshrines a foundation of freedom and democracy using the strongest possible language
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that Israel will “ensure complete equality of social and political rights to all its inhabitants irrespective of religion, race or sex; it will guarantee
freedom of religion, conscience, language, education and culture...”  This idea is practiced in the unbroken tradition of free and open elections
that is a necessary component to any vibrant democracy; and

Whereas, the election on March 17, 2015, is the most recent example of the commitment of Israel to the democratic ideals of freedom
and pluralism, ideals that Israel shares with the United States; and

Whereas, Israel has a special relationship with the state of Missouri through cultural and economic partnerships resulting in numerous
Israeli companies locating in Missouri for their North American headquarters as well as the Cooperative agreement between the Chief Science
Officer of Israel and the Missouri Department of Economic Development to foster strategic partnerships between Israeli- and Missouri-based
companies developing cutting edge technologies in agricultural science and other key technologies:

Now Therefore Be It Resolved that the members of the Missouri Senate, Ninety-ninth General Assembly, First Regular Session, the House
of Representatives concurring therein, hereby:

(1) Express their respect and admiration for the people of Israel;

(2) Commend the people of Israel for reaffirming their dedication to democratic ideals as expressed in the election on March 17, 2015;
and

(3) Restate the mission of the Missouri-Israel Cooperative Agreement, signed by the Missouri Department of Economic Development
and the Israel Ministry of Industry and Trade in 1988, which calls for projects of mutual economic benefit through improved trade, technology
development, science, agriculture, and tourism; and

Be It Further Resolved that the Secretary of the Missouri Senate be instructed to prepare properly inscribed copies of this resolution for
the Prime Minister of Israel, Benjamin Netanyahu, and the Director of the Missouri Department of Economic Development.

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

The following Bills were read the 1st time and ordered printed:

SB 298–By Curls.

An Act to repeal sections 82.1025, 82.1027, and 82.1029, RSMo, and to enact in lieu thereof three new
sections relating to nuisance actions in certain political subdivisions.

SB 299–By Curls.

An Act to amend chapter 82, RSMo, by adding thereto one new section relating to abandoned real
property in certain cities.

SB 300–By Sater.

An Act to repeal section 162.401, RSMo, and to enact in lieu thereof one new section relating to
bonding requirements for treasurers of seven-director school districts.

SB 301–By Wallingford.

An Act to repeal section 198.070, RSMo, and to enact in lieu thereof one new section relating to sexual
assault reporting in long-term care facilities, with existing penalty provisions.

SB 302–By Wieland.

An Act to repeal section 68.075, RSMo, and to enact in lieu thereof one new section relating to
advanced industrial manufacturing zones.

SB 303–By Wieland.

An Act to repeal section 537.065, RSMo, and to enact in lieu thereof one new section relating to
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contracts limiting tortfeasor liability.

SB 304–By Wieland.

An Act to amend chapter 382, RSMo, by adding thereto nine new sections relating to the corporate
governance of insurance companies, with a delayed effective date.

SB 305–By Kehoe, Onder and Richard.

An Act to repeal section 105.470, RSMo, section 105.473 as enacted by senate bill no. 844, ninety-fifth
general assembly, second regular session, and section 105.473 as enacted by house bill no. 1900, ninety-
third general assembly, second regular session, and to enact in lieu thereof two new sections relating to
lobbyist expenditures, with an existing penalty provision.

SB 306–By Hegeman.

An Act to repeal section 162.401, RSMo, and to enact in lieu thereof one new section relating to
bonding requirements for treasurers of seven-director school districts.

MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNOR

The following messages were received from the Governor, reading of which was waived:

GOVERNOR OF MISSOURI

JEFFERSON CITY

65102

January 13th, 2017

To the Senate of the 99th General Assembly of the State of Missouri:

I have the honor to transmit to you herewith for your advice and consent the following appointment:

Christine L. Chinn, 3933 Highway 151, Clarence, Shelby County, Missouri 63437, as Director of the Department of Agriculture,
for a term ending at the pleasure of the Governor, and until her successor is duly appointed and qualified. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Eric R. Greitens 

Governor

Also,

GOVERNOR OF MISSOURI

JEFFERSON CITY

65102

January 13th, 2017

To the Senate of the 99th General Assembly of the State of Missouri:

I have the honor to transmit to you herewith for your advice and consent the following appointment:

Anne L. Precythe, 405 South Fourth Street, Smithfield, Johnston County, North Carolina 27577, as Director of the Department
of Corrections, for a term ending at the pleasure of the Governor, and until her successor is duly appointed and qualified. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Eric R. Greitens 

Governor

Also,



Seventh Day—Tuesday, January 17, 2017 125

GOVERNOR OF MISSOURI

JEFFERSON CITY

65102

January 13th, 2017

To the Senate of the 99th General Assembly of the State of Missouri:

I have the honor to transmit to you herewith for your advice and consent the following appointment:

Sarah Hearne Steelman, 11820 Springhouse Lane, Rolla, Phelps County, Missouri 65401, as Commissioner of the Office of
Administration, for a term ending at the pleasure of the Governor, and until her successor is duly appointed and qualified. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Eric R. Greitens 

Governor

President Pro Tem Richard referred the above appointments to the Committee on Gubernatorial
Appointments.

RE-REFERRALS

President Pro Tem Richard re-referred SB 251 to the Committee on Agriculture, Food Production and
Outdoor Resources.

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

The following messages were received from the House of Representatives through its Chief Clerk:

Mr. President: I am instructed by the House of Representatives to inform the Senate that the Speaker
has appointed the following committee to act with a like committee from the Senate pursuant to HCR 1.
Representatives: Cookson, Franklin, Bernskoetter, Redmon, Alferman, McCreery, Carpenter, Kendrick,
Harris, and McGee.

Also,

Mr. President:  I am instructed by the House of Representatives to inform the Senate that the House has
taken up and passed HB 60, entitled: 

An Act to repeal section 105.470, RSMo, section 105.473 as enacted by senate bill no. 844, ninety-fifth
general assembly, second regular session, and section 105.473 as enacted by house bill no. 1900, ninety-
third general assembly, second regular session, and to enact in lieu thereof two new sections relating solely
to lobbyist expenditures, with penalty provisions.

In which the concurrence of the Senate is respectfully requested.

Read 1st time.

On motion of Senator Kehoe, the Senate recessed until 7:15 p.m.

RECESS

The time of recess having expired, the Senate was called to order by President Parson.

On motion of Senator Kehoe, the Senate repaired to the House of Representatives to receive the State
of the State Address from His Excellency, Governor Eric Greitens.
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JOINT SESSION

The Joint Session was called to order by President Parson.

The Color Guard from the Missouri State Highway Patrol, Troop F, presented the colors.

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was recited.

On roll call the following Senators were present:

Present—Senators

Brown Chappelle-Nadal Cunningham Curls Dixon Eigel Emery

Hegeman Holsman Hoskins Hummel Kehoe Koenig Kraus

Libla Munzlinger Nasheed Onder Richard Riddle Rizzo

Romine Rowden Sater Schaaf Schatz Schupp Sifton

Silvey Wallingford Walsh Wasson Wieland—33

Absent—Senators—None

Absent with leave—Senators—None

Vacancies—1

On roll call the following Representatives were present:

PRESENT: 155

Adams Alferman Anders Anderson Andrews Arthur Austin

Bahr Bangert Baringer Barnes 28 Barnes 60 Basye Beard

Beck Bernskoetter Berry Black Bondon Brattin Brown 27

Brown 57 Brown 94 Burnett Burns Butler Carpenter Chipman

Christofanelli Cierpiot Conway 10 Conway 104 Cookson Corlew Crawford

Cross Curtman Davis DeGroot Dogan Dohrman Dunn

Eggleston Ellebracht Ellington Engler Evans Fitzpatrick Fitzwater 144

Fitzwater 49 Fraker Francis Franklin Franks Jr Frederick Gannon

Gray Green Gregory Grier Haahr Haefner Hannegan

Hansen Harris Helms Henderson Higdon Hill Houghton

Houx Hubrecht Hurst Johnson Justus Kelley 127 Kelly 141

Kendrick Kidd Kolkmeyer Korman Lant Lauer Lavender

Lichtenegger Love Lynch Marshall Mathews Matthiesen McCaherty

McCann Beatty McCreery McDaniel McGaugh McGee Meredith 71 Merideth 80

Messenger Miller Moon Morgan Morris Mosley Muntzel

Neely Nichols Peters Pfautsch Phillips Pierson Jr Pietzman

Pike Plocher Pogue Quade Razer Redmon Rehder

Reiboldt Reisch Remole Rhoads Roberts Roden Roeber

Rone Ross Rowland 155 Rowland 29 Runions Ruth Schroer

Shaul 113 Shull 16 Shumake Smith 163 Sommer Spencer Stacy

Stephens 128 Stevens 46 Swan Tate Taylor Trent Unsicker

Vescovo Walker 3 Walker 74 Wessels White Wiemann Wilson

Wood Mr. Speaker
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ABSENT: 6

Cornejo Curtis May Mitten Newman Smith 85

VACANCIES: 1

The Joint Committee appointed to wait upon His Excellency, Governor Eric Greitens, escorted the
Governor to the dais where he delivered the State of the State Address to the Joint Assembly:

Governor Eric Greitens

2017 State of the State Address

A Message From The People

Thank you, Lieutenant Governor Parson; Speaker Richardson and the members of the Missouri House; President Pro Tem Richard and members
of the Missouri Senate; Chief Justice Breckenridge and the judges of the Supreme Court of Missouri; State officials; and our honored guests.
Thank you.

And thank you to Sheena, my beautiful wife, and Missouri’s First Lady.

We meet tonight in the people’s chamber.

This is the seat of our republic—where the people’s will should be done.

Many of you have been good keepers of the public’s trust. Your families have sacrificed so that you can serve the people, and I appreciate you
and your families.

But too many good, strong public servants have come here only to see the will of the people obstructed and corrupted by insiders and lobbyists.

This is a big place, with a powerful purpose, and it has too often been consumed by small goals and petty politics.

So tonight, I come bearing a simple message from the people of Missouri: They want a government that fights for them, and I come as an
outsider ready to lead that fight.

Last week, I signed an executive order banning gifts from lobbyists to state employees of the executive branch.

I think all elected officials should do the same. And I thank Speaker Richardson, President Richard, Senator Kehoe, Representative Cierpoit,
and other leaders in this room for their commitment to passing a ban on gifts from lobbyists. 

In our first executive order, we also slammed shut the revolving door between employees of the Governor’s office and lobbyists. The people
in my office come to work knowing they will never be able to lobby our office.

I urge the legislature to do the same. During the campaign, we came up with a simple proposal that the people supported. If you’ve been in a
legislative office for one year, and you decide you want to become a lobbyist, you have to wait one year. If you’ve been in office for two years,
then you have to wait two years—and so on.

This is a simple, sensible proposal, and I’m committed to working with you to close the revolving door.

I also call on this legislature to put on the ballot, term limits for every statewide officeholder. I know that the people of Missouri will vote for
term limits, and people are counting on us to put an end to politics as a lifelong profession. 

This is the people’s government, and these basic measures will begin to restore our people’s trust in their government.

Missourians are a hardworking people. They want good, quality jobs.

I remember being out one morning meeting folks and shaking hands at a diner in Portageville.

It was 5 AM, and it was going to be a hot day—but people were up. They were ready to work.

In county after county—in Pemiscott County, and in Dunklin County, and in Mississippi County—I spoke to people who want to work, who
want a job, who want to provide for their families.

They are sick of seeing their friends have to get in a truck and drive across state lines for work. But they look over the border—and see
opportunity.

They see that in Arkansas and in Tennessee, paychecks are getting bigger.



Journal of the Senate128

They see other Midwestern states like Michigan and Indiana that are leading the nation in new factory job growth.

Since 2009, the country has had 10% private sector job growth. If we had grown just as fast as the rest of the country since ‘09, we would have
120,000 more jobs in Missouri today.

And if income in Missouri had risen at the same rate as the rest of the country, the average Missouri family would be making $2,400 more every
year. Instead, we’ve fallen behind.

The people have sent us a message: We must do everything in our power to put people back to work in good, high-paying jobs.

That’s why we must join 27 other states and sign Right to Work.

That’s why we must do away with expensive Project Labor Agreements that drive up the costs of construction and slow down important projects
in our communities.

We must repeal our state’s version of the Davis-Bacon act, which drives up the cost of important construction work that needs to get done. It
hurts rural workers. It sets back rural families. 

I’ve heard from small-town Mayors and County Commissioners who say that they are ready to build, to grow—but they need these reforms.

Our cities see the negative impact, too. People are tired of losing new jobs to Indianapolis, Nashville, or Des Moines. We must stay competitive.

We will eliminate these ineffective and outdated laws. And we will tap into the ingenuity and hard work of Missourians, because Missourians
are ready to work.

There’s another thing holding back jobs.

A report released about a month ago looked at every state, every city, and every county in the United States. And that report named St. Louis,
Missouri the worst judicial hellhole in America.

This isn’t a pretty picture. Here’s what’s happening: Out of state lawyers are suing businesses on behalf of out of state clients in Missouri’s
courts.

We’re the place where the nastiest lawyers come to do work so dirty, and engage in lawsuits so murky, they wouldn’t pass muster anywhere
else.

What does this do? It scares away businesses. It means fewer jobs and smaller paychecks.

The companies intimidated by this shady practice have customers here. They could make even more money here. But they’re afraid to expand
their business here.

Trial lawyers can sue people in the state of Missouri, and because of how broken the system is, if they win just one dollar for their client, they
still get paid huge legal fees.

For too long in this state, trial lawyers have picked our people’s pockets.

It’s time to do different.

There are some common sense changes we can make to fix this. We need to move to the Daubert standard for expert witness testimony. Right
now, our standards are far too low. By moving to the Daubert standard, we’d be adopting the same standards used by the federal government
and 39 other states.

We need to change our joinder and venue rules to end these out of state lawsuits. And we must end frivolous lawsuits by reforming the Missouri
Merchandising Practices Act.

Our judicial system is broken, and the trial lawyers who have broken it, well, their time is up.

The people need us to fight for the jobs that lawyers are forcing out of our state. As Governor, I’m not afraid to take on the trial lawyers, of
either party. I’m here to fight for the people, of both parties.

Another thing holding back jobs: burdensome regulations…

Last week, I signed an executive order putting a freeze on all new regulations and rulemaking. Let me tell you why.

There were two women in Missouri who had grown up braiding the hair of their family and friends and figured they could make a business
of it.

Then they looked up what they’d need to do to become a hair braider in Missouri, and they were shocked.
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Missouri’s government mandates 1500 hours of expensive training for a hair braiding license. That’s 30 hours per week of training for almost
a full year…to braid hair.

We need to end frivolous regulations like these so that our people can start their own businesses and create jobs.

Over the course of the last 17 years, Missouri has issued over 40,000 pages of new regulations. If you laid those pieces of paper end to end,
that’s over 5 miles of new regulations.

These regulations, and those that come down from Washington, cost people money.

But there’s a hidden cost, too. All of this regulation takes the joy out of running a business, running a farm, starting something new.

Farmers want to farm—not be lawyers and accountants. Business people want to build great things—not fill out endless paperwork.

And there’s another problem: Some rules are necessary to protect health and safety. But when government spends time enforcing frivolous
regulations, important things like safe water and safe travel don’t get the time and attention they deserve.

I have ordered a complete review of every regulation in the state of Missouri. We’re going to reduce unnecessary and outdated regulations so
that we can get back to creating good, quality, high-paying jobs…

We need an effective government that serves the people and makes it easy to do business.

If you want to start or grow a business in the state of Missouri and hire more people with good jobs, I will be your friend and ally. I want the
state of Missouri to work for you. To make it easy for you. 

Right now, getting permits takes too long. People stand in too many lines for too many hours for too many basic services.

Part of the reason for this is that our government is running on too many broken and outdated systems that make it too hard to serve the people.

Some of our government’s systems are still programmed using COBOL, a computer language developed in 1959. 

We need a modern government that allows people to do more on-line instead of making them wait in line.

We also need to remember that many essential government services, whether it’s law enforcement, transportation, or education, are delivered
by people.

We need to support the hard-working employees in our government who do important public service. We have people at the State Emergency
Management Agency, MoDOT and the Missouri State Highway Patrol, who worked non-stop from last Wednesday, straight through the Chiefs
game, to make sure our state weathered this ice storm.

And our best state employees are being hurt by a big bloated bureaucracy. In Indiana, they have 46 state employees per 10,000 people in their
state. In Illinois, they have 47 state employees for every 10,000 people. In Ohio, they have 55.

And in Missouri? We have 92 employees for every 10,000 people in our state.

Because of this, we are 50th out of 50 in state employee pay. We need to change that. Our government employees do important work—often
really important, life-saving work. We need to reward the greatest in government service with better pay.

This is how a good business would run. We’d pay and promote our best people and make sure they know they are valued. And we’d have a
government focused on doing fewer things but doing them well. That’s how we’ll be able to pay our star performers what they deserve.

That’s one of the reasons why I’m committed to civil service reform, with a focus on making a smaller government that works better for all
of our people and will make Missouri a better place to do business.

And there’s another thing that’s holding back jobs: our burdensome, complex, and unfair tax credit system.

All of you know how to run a family budget.

First, you pay down your credit card debt. Then, put some money away in a rainy day fund. Then, you budget for your most important needs.

Our constitution is wise. It follows that same advice. Our constitution lays out where our tax money should go.

First, it’s supposed to pay off the debt. Then, it’s supposed to fund our priorities.

There’s a lot of wisdom there.

But unfortunately, the people who get paid first today are insiders and lobbyists who have rigged the system to get special interest tax credits.



Journal of the Senate130

Insiders are gaming this system. Since 2010, almost $2 billion has been promised to special interests. The people taking the money swore that
it was going to create jobs, but their performance hasn’t lived up to their promises.

If special interest tax credits made for a prosperous economy, Missouri would be thriving. 

What our people want is a tax structure that is simple, fair to everyone, and low.

But instead we have a tax structure that is complex, corrupt, and high.

Together, with a team of outsiders and legislators, we are going to do a thorough, end-to-end audit of our tax credit system—and create a tax
code that works not to benefit privileged insiders, but instead is fair to all.

I ask all of you—all of you—to work with me. Our state can create more jobs by doing the right thing here.

And another thing that’s holding back jobs is our broken welfare system.

For almost ten years, I worked with veterans who had been let down by the VA.

My wife Sheena and I would have these strong men and women around our dinner table.

And we’d hear over and over again about how the system failed these men and women.

When they came back from war, the VA told them, “If you’re 60% disabled, we’ll pay you as if you’re 100% disabled as long as you don’t
work…”

So what do you think happened? People didn’t work.

And not having a job sapped their spirits. The government handed them checks and pills. And instead of building new lives here at home, too
many got stuck. They became trapped in lives of dependency and depression.

They lost their sense of dignity. And what’s worse, it also affected their children and their families.

Missouri’s system of welfare too often does the same to our people.

We must find a way to reform it—and replace it with a system that builds lives of self-reliance, dignity, and meaning.

But that’s not the system we have now. 

Recently, a non-partisan think tank took a close look at the welfare system in each state.

Here’s how things work in Missouri:

Let’s say you’re a single mom working 30 hours a week, making $12.25 an hour. You’re working as hard as you can, taking care of your kid
and trying to raise him right.

One day, your boss comes to you and offers you a $5 an hour raise. That should add up to about $7,500 to $8,000 more a year.

But here’s what happens in Missouri: If you take the raise, you’d lose over $700 a year in food stamps and $800 in housing subsidies.

You lose $4,700 in childcare subsidies, and $1,200 in the earned income tax credit. And you’d pay an extra $800 in taxes.

That $8000 raise cost you over $8,200 dollars. That hard-working single mom is essentially robbed of her raise.

We need to build a system based on two simple principles:

1) It should always, always, always pay more to work in the state of Missouri.

2) If your boss gives you a raise, you should make more money.

I will work with all of you to build a system that lifts people out poverty and into the middle class, one based on hard work and personal
responsibility.

Everywhere I went in the state of Missouri, people talked to me about the need for more jobs and higher pay.

They also talked about the need for safer streets.

Despite the failures of past politicians, the vast majority of the people in this state know, honor, and respect the men and women of law
enforcement…

I want to say tonight—from this podium and in this place—thank to our law enforcement officers and first responders. And thank you to your
families, who sacrifice every day so that we can be safe.
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Here are the facts: three of the eleven most violent cities in America are in Missouri—St. Louis, Kansas City, and Springfield.

This violence affects far too many families—mine included.

And it’s not just in the cities. When you talk to sheriffs, chiefs of police, and front line officers around the state, they’ll tell you it’s getting
harder to do police work.

They’ll tell you about what the FBI has identified: The Ferguson Effect.

They’ll tell you that it’s harder to recruit people to become police officers, and the officers who are on the job feel less empowered to
proactively police.

Now, we’re in a tough place in Missouri and we have to come together. We cannot go forward divided.

God has not given any of us a monopoly on wisdom. We all must make an effort to understand. 

We will work with the law enforcement community and concerned citizens and clergy, to update our peace officers’ standards and training. 

We will make sure that all of our officers have the training, resources, and support they need both to protect themselves and to build strong
relationships in their communities.

Here’s what we have to do together: make this the greatest state in America to be a law enforcement officer, firefighter, or first responder. And
we need to make this a state where every citizen feels that they too are safe and protected.

I want to establish a Blue Alert system, so that we can find and bring swift justice to anyone who assaults a law enforcement officer.

And my administration will work with this body to pass the toughest laws in the country for anyone who assaults a peace officer.

We need to make sure that our state highway patrol, that our corrections officers, have nonlethal tools like TASERs and adequate body armor
when they are called to go into harm’s way.

We also need to stand by our law enforcement officers, firefighters and first responders by aggressively applying for Homeland Security, AFG
and SAFER Grants to make sure that they get every federal dollar they deserve.

And we also must work with the Department of Defense and with our military representatives here at home, including at Fort Leonard Wood,
to make sure our military police officers and military firefighters can much more easily come back home and serve as police officers and
firefighters on our streets.

We will do these things. But we need all of you to work alongside us to make Missouri safe.

And those of us in this room have a particular obligation. It is an obligation to hear people who are often unheard. To understand the frustrated,
to listen to those who too often do not have a voice. 

We need a justice system that does justice by all of our people. As a constitutional conservative, I believe, as you do, that the constitution
applies to every citizen. I believe in the 6th Amendment, which guarantees the right to a fair trial and adequate legal representation for all.

I believe—as many of you do—that we must reform our corrections system. I believe our corrections officers do hard work, under difficult
circumstances, and I am committed to standing by them and standing up for them. 

In order to protect them, and in fact, in order to protect every citizen in Missouri, we need to find ways to reduce recidivism. If somebody gets
out of prison, we want them to go to work. We want them to pay their fair share in taxes. We want them to take care of their kids. We want
them to set a good example. 

And the last thing we want is somebody coming out of prison and committing another crime which hurts another family and starts that same
bad cycle all over again. 

We need to do different. People who are in prison should have a clear plan—from the day they enter—about what direction their lives will take
the day they leave. 

To tackle this problem, we need to engage groups from across society: most importantly our faith community. I have seen that a turn towards
faith can actually save lives in prison. And I will welcome our churches and our synagogues into our corrections facilities. 

These steps are but the beginning. And the path towards safer streets for all is built on a combination of support for law enforcement,
relationships rooted in understanding, economic and educational opportunity, and a justice system that has the confidence of all of its citizens.

Peace is more than the absence of war. And safety and security are more than the absence of violence. Safety and security are built on the basis
of understanding—and we in the people’s house must be examples for making an effort to understand each other and bring communities
together.
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That understanding starts with our young people. And it begins in our homes—and in our schools.

I think we will all agree that we have incredible young people here in the state of Missouri.

And yet, we have an education system that ranks near last in every measure that matters.

Our people have done their part. Missouri pays about the national average for its education system.

Yet even though we spend what the rest of the country spends on education, we rank 47th in starting teacher pay. We have great teachers, and
I believe our great teachers deserve to be paid more.

And let me be perfectly clear: this administration is committed to protecting teachers’ pensions.

What we need to do is make sure that the money we spend finds its way into the classroom.

Over half of Missouri school districts do not offer a single Advanced Placement class. Over 200 of our 520 school districts did not have a single
student in physics. Over 100 did not have a single student enrolled in chemistry.

We need to expand course access programs, so that every child in Missouri can use technology to get the education they need.

We also need to make sure that every child in Missouri, especially those kids with special needs, get a fair shot at the American Dream. I will
work with you to implement Education Savings Accounts for children with special needs.

Education Savings Accounts are simple. Kids with special needs have IEPs, individualized education plans. With education savings accounts,
parents are able to use their fair share of state education money in a way that fits with what their kids need.

Arizona was the first state in the country to try these accounts, and the program has been a success. Parents are much happier with their
children’s educations, and children are able to get the kind of education that meets their needs.

We do best when we put power into the hands of parents and teachers at the local level.

Special needs families know their children best. And it is time we gave control back to those parents, to select the best possible education for
their children.

Every kid in the state of Missouri—whether in a public school, private school, or homeschool—deserves a fair shot at the American Dream.
And these are just a few of the things we can do to make that happen. 

What I have outlined tonight are some of the simple and sensible requests that the people have for all of us. 

And this is how we begin. Not every problem that we’re facing in the state of Missouri can be solved in the next week, the next month or the
next year. But this agenda is a strong and bold start. 

We have an opportunity to have a truly historic legislative session. Let’s heed the voice of the people and let’s take Missouri in a new direction.

Thank you very much. God bless you and God bless the people of Missouri.

On motion of Senator Kehoe, the Joint Session was dissolved and the Senators returned to the Chamber
where they were called to order by President Parson.

INTRODUCTIONS OF GUESTS

Senator Rowden introduced to the Senate, Nikki Reynolds, Brooke Omar, Jami Borland, Tanya Jemma,
Tabitha Johnson, Chrissy Meyer and Michelle Medenis; and students Ethan Abadi, Ainsley Armstrong,
Kolby Borland, Ashton Buckridge, Shannon Bullard, Zayn Dalabih, Hana Jarbou, Shayla Johnson, Dryson
Jordan, Trinity Kane, Aliyana Kardon-Allen, Alli Kaufman, Carly Meyer, Layla Omar, Evie Penman, Brody
Reynolds and Maeve Rush, Columbia Independent School.

Senator Riddle introduced to the Senate, Avery Smith, Holts Summit; and Avery was made an honorary
page.
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On motion of Senator Kehoe, the Senate adjourned until 2:00 p.m., Wednesday, January 18, 2017.
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