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Honoring Those Who Served 
This Memorial Day I attended the beautiful ceremony held at the Lake St. Louis Veterans 

Memorial Park. It was awe inspiring to see so many people turn out to honor those who have 
served our country by paying the ultimate price. This kind of event reminds me of the great 
sacrifices we have made to form this great country of ours, and that it is a tremendous honor and 
privilege to be an elected leader from the great state of Missouri.  

Our surviving heroes of World War I and II, the Korean War, and even the Vietnam War are 
getting fewer with each passing year. At the same time, we must also remember our heroes in 
Desert Storm, Operation Enduring Freedom, and Iraqi Freedom. Many of our state’s best men and 
women continue to defend our freedom in lands all across the world. We must never lose sight of 
the sacrifices our soldiers make when they put their lives on the line for our freedom. There is no 
way we can ever repay them for this gift, and the least we can do is treat that sacrifice with the 
dignity and gratitude that it deserves – and not just on Memorial Day. 

This past legislative session, I was proud to vote for House Bill 1524, a large veteran’s bill 
that I believe sets a few things right when it comes to how we treat the defenders of our country. 
House Bill 1524 requires that service-disabled veteran run businesses in Missouri get a point 
preference when it comes to state agency bids.  

The bill also requires the state to form a Missouri Youth Challenge Academy for at-risk high 
school age youth. The residential military-based academy will provide work experience and 
training in life skills, citizenship, life-coping and academic skills, and other personal development 
skills. It is my firm belief that the discipline and life skills taught in this academy will turn many 
lives around for the better. 

But perhaps most importantly, HB 1524 allows our soldiers currently overseas the option to 
fill out an absentee ballot and exercise their right to vote. In today’s age of electronic information, 
there is no longer an excuse for not allowing our brave men and women the opportunity to 
participate in the democracy they work so hard to defend. It’s the right thing to do and the right 
time to do it, and it is good to know that this brave group of Missourians can have a say in their 
own future with the right to vote. 

Thank you to all of the brave soldiers who have served and who continued to serve, and God 
bless this great country of ours.  

If you have any questions or concerns about this or any other aspect of state government, you 
may always reach my office by phone at (866) 271-2844. 
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