Free and fair discussion
is the firmest friend of truth.

Nothing is politically right

that is morally wrong. o
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Senate Votes to Make Sure Gaming Money

Goes to Classrooms
Bill Would Also Expand Virtual Classrooms

JEFFERSON CITY, MO - New gaming money derived from the passage of Proposition A last
November by Missouri voters will go to students in Missouri classrooms as intended thanks to a
sweeping education bill the Missouri Senate passed today. Senate Leader Charlie Shields, R-St.
Joseph, sponsored Senate Bill 291 to fix an error in the proposition language. Senators voted to have
the gaming funds generated from the removal of loss limits deposited into the Classroom Trust Fund
and distributed to school districts through the fund.

“The Classroom Trust Fund is a proven method for making sure gaming funding that is
supposed to go to our students in our classrooms gets there,” Shields said. "By running the additional
money generated by the removal of loss limits through this proven fund, we are ensuring our students
will see those dollars as intended by the people when they voted last November.”

The measure also expands virtual classrooms for use by Missouri school district students and
charter school students for any grade. An amendment to the bill guarantees that private, parochial, and
home schools students will be able to participate in virtual courses offered in the school districts where
they live. Shields said the bill provides funding for school districts and charter schools to create virtual
school programs, building on the state’s current virtual school.

“By funding these virtual classes like normal classes, we give districts, and more importantly,
students flexibility,” Shields said. “That flexibility means they will be able to take more classes when it
is most convenient for them, plus it will mean a wider range of classes will be available for students in
small or rural districts.”

The Senate also endorsed the bipartisan idea that teachers have performance standards.

“Our students have performance standards and it is important we have quality teachers to make
sure Missouri’s future workforce is the most educated in the nation — even the world.”

School districts are required to develop the standards by June 30, 2010. The standards should
include that teachers use forms of assessment to monitor and manage learning, be prepared and
knowledgeable of content, keep students focused, professionally communicate with the community,
keep current on instructional knowledge and act as a responsible professional.

The bill now moves to the House for similar consideration. To learn more visit
www.senate.mo.gov, “key word” search SB291.
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