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Dear Friends,
The 2009 Leglslatlve Sessmn was unlike any-other I

have experienced in my 13 years in the General Assembly
It was like a roller coaster ride of ups‘and downs with
sudden changes in different directions. Ye_,t despite a
weakened economy and the challenges off utilizing the
one-time $4 billion in federal stabilization funds wisely,
the General Assembly succeeded Ii_r.i_-passf-ing a balanced
budget of $23.1 billion — WITHOUT faising taxes —
increased funding for education at all levels, and drew
on a nearly $800 million reserve stockpiled over the last
several years. We also succeeded in passing a number of
new laws that will benefit the citizens of Missouri.

As chairman of the Governmental Accountability
and Fiscal Oversight Committee and a member of the

Senate Appropriations Committee, I spent much'of my

time in Jefferson City this session working to ensure the
long-term viability of the state’s fiscal budget, protecting
taxpayers by fighting back any attempts by the General
Assembly to spend outside the state’s financial means,
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and fighting for responsible management and oversight
of the state’s tax credit system. N %

As a fiscal watchdog of your state tax dollars, I also
fought to protect small business owners with a reprieve
from governmental intrusion by championing the “Big
Government Get Off My Back Act” — which bans increases
in some user fees and prevents new regulations on
companies with less than 25 employees over the next four
years. L also supported the phasing out of the corporate
franchise tax over the next several years. Both measiires,
passed in House Bill 191, will help small business\— the
economic engine of our state — gain a foothold and help
put our state’s economy back on track..

As we look ahead to 2010, it will be imperative for
Missouri lawmakers to continue to reject the bailout
mindset, end unaccountable spending, make common-
sense decisions, and focus on accountability and
oversight. If we do, we will keep Missouri on a strong,

fiscally sound path.
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Saving Your Tax Dollars

Several good things came out of the General Assembly’s
highly debated jobs bills (House Bill 191)—passed on the
last day of the session—that will help create a climate for
putting more Missourians back to work and improving
our state’s economy. One of the major things missing was
comprehensive tax credit

Preservation Tax Credits. In addition, they increased the
cap on the Quality Jobs Act, the Missouri BUILD (Business
Use Incentives for Large-Scale Development), and the New
Markets Tax Credit Program—a move I fought against since
the first caps on these programs were not met.

Missouri small business

reform.

Several lawmakers and I
pushed for tax credit reform
in this legislation to address
our state’s runaway tax credit

“The Big Government Get Off My Back Act” will
help revive small business — the crucial engine
that drives our state’s economy.”

— Sen. Chuck Purgason

owners are the real winners
of House Bill 191. Small
businesses, the backbone

of our state’s economy, will
receive tax relief through the

system. Tax credits, a dollar-
for-dollar reduction in tax liability that would otherwise

be due to the state, have exploded in the last 10 years by
approximately 107 percent, primarily due to lack of oversight
and accountability. Because of these tough economic times,

I proposed placing a two-year moratorium on the entire

state tax credit program in Senate Bill 121. After five months
of debate by lawmakers on tax credit reform, my efforts,
along with others to rein in the millions of dollars that are
distributed each year for these special tax credit programs
met with partial success. In House Bill 191, lawmakers agreed
to limit the amount of tax credits that can be authorized by
the Missouri Development Finance Board and placed a first-
time cap on the state’s largest tax credit program—Historic

Reining In Government Excess

General Assembly’s decision
to phase out the corporate franchise tax. This exemption
applies to small business in Missouri with less than $10
million in assets and includes 82 percent of all businesses
that owed or paid the franchise tax in the last tax year.
“Big-Government Get Off My Back Act”

In addition, I supported and helped advance legislation
to benefit small business called the “Big-Government Get Off
My Back Act”—a measure that bans the increase in some
user fees and prevents new regulations on companies with
less than 2S5 employees for four years.

Both of these progressive measures for Missouri’s small
business community will provide some real relief to those
have been hard hit by the lagging economy.

At the beginning of the year’s legislative session in January,
Missouri lawmakers were faced with the startling prospect
of over $800 million in red forecast for the state budget due
to the weakened economy. Amid this budget &turmoﬂ, in
glides the Christmas sleigh—without Santa aus,
the red, white andﬂalue suit of Uncle Sam b
of dollars worth of presents” to Missouri t \
wish lists. )
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Missouri lawmakérs ultimately did ado"'%alancea
budget, as is required by our state constitution.~And,
thankfully, Missouri has fared better than most states during
this financial crisis because ofsound fiscal managemeg over-xore money out of your wallet, puts more restrlctlons on

tally balloons exponentlally 1990, Mlssoun*'i§
totaled roughly “bllhon In 2000, it hadg 1 to

lone voice flghtmg to pt 2
spending. I warned fellow lawmakers about the dangers

of using the federal government’s $4 billion credit card, of
succumbing to the temptation to “spend our way of out of
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economic distress,” and urged them to use common fiscal
sense to ensure taxpayer dollars are managed wisely. There
simply is no sense in the feds trying to spend the nation’s way
out of a recessior . And the bill for this round of spending is
your children and their children, too. These
s of Christmas gifts that keep on giving; they

A ) @mg together the state’s annual spending plan
«takes a g 5&'&%&1 of the Legislature’s time, there’s still plenty
—oftime for lawmakers to advance.allsorts of “great” ideas that
more often than not morph into legislation that either takes

nly about four volumes ogstatutes, which, if
e ooks up, would only amount to about nine

Like clean air, gove at'its best when you don’t
see or smell it. It’s when lawmakers, be they state or federal,
increase your personal taxes and decrease your personal
liberties that the environment turns foul and oppressive.




Legislation to increase the awareness of the impact of

drunk driving and to establish a drunk driving memorial
sign program in Missouri were successfully advanced by Sen.
Purgason and passed in House Bill 91.

House Bill 91 creates David’s Law, which will require
the Missouri Department of Transportation to establish and
administer a drunk driving risk reduction awareness program
in which memorial signs may be purchased and placed at the
locations of fatal alcohol-related accidents.

Under the provisions of the new program, families may
sponsor a drunk driving victim memorial sign in memory of
an immediate family member who died as a result of a motor
vehicle accident caused by a person operating a vehicle while
intoxicated. The signs will resemble a Missouri license plate
and will feature the words “Drunk Driving Victim!, the initials

Sen. Purgason arguing for House Bill 91 on the
Senate floor during the spring session.

Landowners’ Rights

Many landowners in southern Missouri. expeuencmg a
prbblem with major gravel build-up in their ﬁtsga ow have
more protection for managing their water 1 oﬁrces through
the passage of House Bill 246. e =

The new legl.slatlon, which I advanced in the Senatefé.‘}lows
Missouri landowners to remove up 03,000 tons of accretion
of gravel in their streams over the course of a year without
obtaining a permit if their primary purpose is to eliminate
the accumulation. In instances when the gravel is intended to
be sold, a permit from the Missouri Department of Natural
Resources is still required.

Al build- upFFg‘r:vel in streams can have %e?ative effect on

str‘e'arn banks and aquatic wildlife and this measure will help
andowners pay less and save more time m. ining healthi

streams.

of the deceased victim, the
month and year in which
the accident occurred, and
the phrase “Think About
It!” Signs can be erected for
period of up to 10 years.

The transportation-related
legislation also establishes
an interstate interchange
designation program to
be known as “Heroes Way
Interstate Designation '
Program.” g ~ S

The program will honor | |
fallen Missouri heroes who SPC James Finley
have been killed in action
while performing active
military duty with the armed forces in Afghanistan or Iraq on
or after Sept. 11, 2001. Under the program, the Department
of Transportation will submit applications to the General
Assembly’s Joint Committee on Transportation Oversight for
approval. An approved interchange sign may be erected for 20
years.

In addition, House Bill 91 designates a bridge in Laclede
County as the “Specialist James M. Finley Memorial Bridge”
to honor the late James Finley, 21, of Lebanon, MO, who was
killed near Jalalabad, Afghanistan, in May of 2008.

Finley, a 2005 graduate of Lebanon High School, died
when a suicide bomber detonated a car bomb in the vehicle
he and another solider were riding in. Finley was a member of
the 173rd Special Troops Battalion, 173rd Airborne Brigade
Combat Team based in Bamberg, Germany.

Tractor Parades

Youth groups involved in fund-raising tractor parades can
legally fire up their engines and drive for a good cause thanks
' OU r:_e-;re_--%‘ issouri

to new legislation that pie
tradition.
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2009-2010 Budget for the 33rd Senate District

MO State University, Springfield

FUnding .. .....oouitinii e $90,074,222
One-Time Funding........................oo $2,198,607
State Schools for the

Severely Handicapped ......................... $1,258,115

Public Schools Funding For District 33 ...... $100,747,990

South Central Correctional Center........... $12,235,583
MO State Parks in District 33

Lake of the Ozark State Park ..................... $1,014,899
Ozarks Caverns .....o.ovue it ciiieinnens $61,082
HaHa Tonka State Park . ..................ooa.L. $318,791
Bennett Springs State Park.................... ... $752,690
Current River State Park ....................co.t $390,095
Grand Gulf State Park . .............oviiiiiinn... $73,353

Tax Collection Bill Vetoed

The governor vetoed a bill that I advanced in the Senate
(House Bill 306 ) that would have allowed aboard of directors
of a lake-area business district to enter into an agreement
with the Missouri Department of Revenue to collect unpaid
transient guest taxes.

The legislation, passed by the General Assembly, would
have shifted the burden of collecting the local lodging tax
to the state. Enforcement of the 3 percent lodging tax has
been a major concern in the Lake of the Ozarks region
because some who advertise lodging and do business over
the Internet have ignored paying the tax. The bill included a
provision that would have allowed DOR to keep a percentage
of the collections to cover cost.

In his veto letter, the governor said he didn’t favor state
government involvement in the matter. Obviously, I disagree
with his decision.

DisTRIBUTION OF EACH TAX DoLLAR
FY 2010 MISSOURI OPERATING BUDGET
All Funds: $23.087 Billion

Judiciary, Public Safety & Corrections 6.08¢

Public Debt .40¢

Health & Mental Health 9.11¢

All Other Agencies* 4.52¢

Economic Development, Labor, and Insurance 2.19¢
Agriculture, Conservation, & Natural Resources 2.29¢
Social Services 32.32¢

Employee Benefits 4.14¢

9. Transportation 9.82¢

10. Desegregation Settlement .04¢

11. Elementary and Secondary Education 23.45¢

12. Higher Education 5.65¢

*Revenue, Office of Administration, Elected Officials, General Assembly, &
Real Estate
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Source: Missouri Senate Appropriations Committee
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