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Sen. Griesheimer’s Committee on Sheriffs’ 
Offices Compensation Releases Recommendations 

 

JEFFERSON CITY— The Senate Interim Committee on Funding for County Sheriff Offices, which Sen. 
John Griesheimer, R-Washington, chairs, has made some recommendations to raise the level of funding 
available for county sheriffs’ offices across Missouri. 

“The low pay our deputies in this state receive is absolutely shocking,” said Sen. Griesheimer.  “The lack 
of a decent wage for these brave men and women who work so hard to make our communities safe comes 
down to one common factor: a lack of money.  Hopefully, with some of the recommendations this committee 
is making, those departments will have the funds to recruit and keep the best and brightest law enforcement 
professionals.”  

Sen. Griesheimer points to the low wages too many deputies in Missouri receive.  Currently, there are 35 
counties in the state where deputies must go on state assistance, such as food stamps, just to make ends meet.  
While the average salary for deputies is just more than $22,000, most are taking home only about $15,500.  In 
addition to low salaries, because counties are short on funding for sheriffs’ departments, many deputies have 
to pay out of their own pockets for equipment, such as their on-duty weapons, boots, work clothes, and cell 
phones needed to do their jobs. 

The committee has two main recommendations for lawmakers to help increase underpaid deputies’ 
salaries.  First, it is calling for an increase in reimbursement from the state to counties for prisoner per diem.  
Current reimbursement rate is $21.25/day.  An increase of $1.25/day would more accurately reflect what it 
actually costs sheriffs’ departments to house these prisoners and would cost approximately $1,875,000 of 
General Revenue.  In addition, current reimbursements are received for housing a person only after he or she 
has been committed to the Missouri Department of Corrections (DOC) for a state offense.  A statutory change 
could be considered to allow for reimbursement for housing such persons held on state charges regardless of 
their admission to DOC.  Second, the committee recommends a $10 increase in the fee for serving civil 
summons and subpoenas, regardless of whether service is performed by the sheriff or a private entity.  The 
increase would be deposited in the state treasury into a newly created state fund.  A sheriffs association would 
determine which counties would get funds to ensure a fair and equitable distribution of monies.   



“We expect our county sheriffs’ departments to be the first line of defense in law enforcement and 
homeland security, especially in the rural parts of Missouri,” said Sen. Griesheimer.  “I encourage my 
colleagues to support these recommendations so our deputies can be paid like the professionals they are.”  
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