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Jefferson City — Sen. Jeff Smith, D-St. Louis, today announced that the Senate Gubernatorial 
Appointments Committee and the full Senate have approved the nomination of James H. Buford of St. Louis to 
the Missouri Commission on Human Rights. 

Buford, the president and chief executive officer of the Urban League of Metropolitan St. Louis since 
1985, joins the seven-member commission, which develops, recommends and implements ways to prevent and 
eliminate discrimination in employment, public accommodations and housing. 

“I cannot think of a better candidate than James Buford for the Missouri Commission on Human 
Rights,” Sen. Smith said. “He is a longtime advocate for social and economic parity and has demonstrated 
remarkable skill as a force for racial unity in the St. Louis metropolitan region.” 

Buford currently chairs the St. Louis Connectcare Board and serves on the executive board of the St. 
Louis Council of the Boy Scouts of America, the board of Downtown St. Louis Partnership, Fair St. Louis, and 
the St. Louis Science Center.  

On the state level, Buford was appointed to the St. Louis Public School Board in 2005. He also was 
previously appointed as secretary of the St. Louis County Board of Elections by the late Governor Mel 
Carnahan. His numerous awards and honors include the 2005 Mentor St. Louis Award, the Whitney M. Young 
Award from the Boy Scouts, the St. Louis Community College Distinguished Alumni Award and the 
Brotherhood-Sisterhood Award presented by the National Conference of Christians and Jews. 

A graduate of Elizabeth College in Elizabethtown, Pennsylvania, 
with a degree in human services administration, Buford also holds 
honorary doctorate of humane letters degrees from the University of 
Missouri-St. Louis and Webster University and Harris-Stowe State 
University, both in St. Louis. 

“James Buford works tirelessly to promote the St. Louis 
community, to provide hope and opportunities for young people and is a 
wonderful public servant whom I greatly admire,” Sen. Smith said. “I 
look forward to his service on the commission and know the citizens of 
Missouri will benefit from his knowledge and experience.” 

### 
Sen. Smith with James Buford during the Senate Gubernatorial hearing. For a high resolution photo, 
contact kdrummond@senate.mo.gov or call (573) 751-3824. 


