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AN ACT

Torepeal sections 160.041, 168.021, 171.031, and 171.033, RSMo, and to enact in lieu thereof
Six new sections relating to education, with an emergency clause for a certain section.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly-of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Sections 160.041, 168.021, 171.031, and 171.033, RSMo, are repeaed and
Six new sections enacted in lieu thereof, to be known as sections 160.041, 161.375, 167.128,
168.021, 171.031, and 171.033, to read as follows:

160.041. 1. The"minimum school day" consists of three hoursin which the pupils are
under the guidance and direction of teachersin the teaching process. A "school month" consists
of four weeks of five dayseach. The "school year" commences on thefirst day of July and ends
on the thirtieth day of June following.

2. Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection 1 of this section, the commissioner of
education is authorized to reduce the required number of hours and daysin which the pupilsare
under the guidance and direction of teachersin the teaching processif:

(1) Thereisdamageto or destruction of apublic school facility which requiresthe dual
utilization of another school facility; or

EXPLANATION — Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill isnot enacted and is intended
to be omitted from the law. Matter in bold-face typein the above hill is proposed language.
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(2) Flooding or other inclement weather as defined in subsection 1 of section
171.033, RSMo, prevents students from attending the public school facility.

Such reduction shall not [to] extend beyond two calendar yearsin duration.

161.375. 1. Thedepartment of elementary and secondary education shall develop
standardsfor high-quality mentoring for beginning teachersand beginning principalsno
later than June 30, 2008. The standardsshall beapplicableto all public schoolsand shall
be developed to ensurethat therequired district mentoring programsunder subsection 3
of section 168.021, RSM o, meet common obj ectives.

2. Such standards shall beestablished for both of therequired yearsof mentoring
under subsection 3 of section 168.021, RSM o, and shall be based upon, but not belimited
to, thefollowing principles:

(1) Everydistrict shall haveateacher-driven mentor programin collaboration with
and support of the administration;

(2) Guidance and support arerequired for all beginning teachers, regardless of
when they enter the profession;

(3 Communication between mentors and beginning teachers is open and
confidential;

(4) Quality mentor sarenecessary toestablish beginningteachers' trust and respect
for their colleagues and profession; and

(5) All staff members provideinformal support for beginning teachers.

3. Quality mentor programs shall include, but not be limited to, the following:

(2) Anintroduction to the cultural environment of the community and the school
district;

(2) A systemic and ongoing evaluation by all stakeholders;

(3) An individualized plan for beginning teachers that aligns with the district's
goals and needs,

(4) Appropriatecriteriafor.selecting mentors,

(5) Comprehensive mentor training;

(6) A complete list of responsibilities for the mentor, beginning teacher, and
administrators; and

(7) Sufficient timefor mentor sto observebeginningteachersand for thebeginning
teacher stoobservemaster teachers, structured to providemultipleopportunitiesover time
and to minimize the need to require substitute teachersto facilitate obser vation.
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4. In developing such standar ds, thedepartment shall involver epresentativesfrom
the state teacher organizations, administration and principal organizations, Missouri
advisory council for the-certification of educators as created by section 168.015, RSMo,
Missouri staff development council,'and from collegesand univer sities.

167.128. 1. The educational needs'of each child under the jurisdiction of the
juvenile court or family court under subdivision (1), (2), or (5) of subsection 1 of section
211.031, RSMo, shall be considered as part of the function of the child's family support
team pursuant to policy of thedepartment of social services. Such needsshall include, but
not belimited to, theassumption that regular full school daysof education arewarranted.
For the purposes of thissection, " full school day" shall mean six hoursin which the child
isunder the guidance and direction of teachersin the education process. Thelocal school
district shall be invited to have representation on the child's family support team.

2. Nothing in this section shall be construed to infringe upon the rights or due
process provisions of thefederal Individualswith Disabilities Education Act. Nothingin
this section shall be construed to impede the ability of the family support team or the
facility staff from making areferral for special education services, if appropriate, when a
child is placed in afacility described in this section without an individualized education
program or without a pending referral for such services. If achild isreferred for such
services, the provisions of thelndividualswith Disabilities Education Act shall apply and
control while the referral is pending and through the evaluation process, including
provisions for educational decision-makers and educational surrogates. Nothingin this
section shall be construed to deny any child domiciled in Missouri appropriate and
necessary free public education services.

3. When the department of social servicesby contract placesa child for treatment
in a licensed residential care facility setting for children as defined in section 210.481,
RSMo, such facility shall beresponsiblefor the educational needs of the child if the child
at thetime of placement does not have an individualized education program or a pending
referral for special education services under sections 162.670 to 162.999, RSMo.

(1) Such facilities operating an on-site schoal for which they hire their own
education staff shall:

(a) Provide, on site at such facility, a full school day of education for each child
placed in such facility by the department of social services unless the child's plan of
treatment and care supportshisor her ability to attend public school; and

(b) Bereimbursed by thelocal school district for thefull cost of education services
provided to children placed in their care by the department of social services when the
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facility provides education services. Thelocal school district shall be compensated under
section 167.126, RSMo, for such education services.

No child placed in the facilities for treatment described in this subdivision shall be
consider ed by thelocal school district ashomebound for purposes of education unlessthe
family support team under subsection 1 of this section has approved homebound
instruction. A full school day of education shall be provided unless fewer hours of
instruction per day are approved by the family support team under subsection 1 of this
section. Nothinginthissubdivision shall createan obligation for alicensed residential care
facility to haveon-siteclassr ooms, to oper atean on-site school, or to hireitsown education
staff.

(2) When such facilitieshaveon-siteclassroomshbut donot hiretheir own education
staff, thelocal school district:

(&) Shall provide, on site at such facility, a full school day of education for each
child placed in such facility for careby the department of social servicesunlessthechild's
plan of treatment and care supports hisor her ability to attend public school;

(b) Shall be compensated under section 167.126 for such education services; and

(c) May consider such education services as homebound instruction but shall
provide each homebound child with a full school day of education unless fewer hours of
instruction per day are approved by the family support team under subsection 1 of this
section.

Nothingin thissubdivision shall createan obligation for alicensed residential carefacility
to have on-site classrooms, to operate an on-site school, or to hireitsown education staff.

(3) When such facilitiesdo not oper atean on-siteschool or haveon-siteclassrooms,
the local school district shall:

(a) Providea full school day of education for each child placed in such facility for
care by the department of social-ser.vices; and

(b) Becompensated for such education services under section 167.126.

If the child's behavior or plan of treatment and care does not support the child's being
educated inaregular education class, education servicesshall beprovided in an alter native
setting approved by the family support team under subsection 1 of this section. A full
school day of education shall be provided unless fewer hours of instruction per day are
approved by the family support team under subsection 1 of this section. Nothing in this
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subdivision shall createan obligation for alicensed residential carefacility to have on-site
classrooms, to oper ate an on-site school, or to hireits own education staff.

4. Notwithstanding any other provisionof law, a child placed for treatment by the
department of social servicesin alicensed residential care facility setting for children as
defined in section 210.481, RSM o, who doesnot havean individualized education program
for special education servicesor apendingreferral for such servicesunder sections162.670
to 162.999, RSM o, whose plan of treatment and care supportshisor her ability to attend
public school but who isthen suspended or otherwise demonstrates school failure based
on behavior or academic performanceshall then beprovided afull school day of education
accor ding to subsection 3 of this section.

5. Nothingin thissection shall prevent alicensed residential car efacility setting for
children as defined in section 210.481, RSMo, from contracting with school districtsfor
education services. Nothingin thissection shall prevent aschool district from contracting
with alicensed residential care facility setting for children asdefined in section 210.481,
RSMo, for education services.

6. (1) Anyresidential treatment facility that expectsthelocal public school district
to provide educational services for students of the treatment facility shall work with the
district and develop an educational plan that describesin gener al how full-day educational
serviceswill be provided to school-aged residents of thetreatment facility under avariety
of possible circumstances. The educational plan shall be developed jointly by the
appropriate staff of both thetreatment facility and the public school district, and theplan
shall be signed annually by the administration of both partiesverifying their support for
the plan.

(2) Itistheintent that theeducational plan follow theprovisionsof thissection, but
treatment facilitiesand school districtsmay develop provisionsfor educational servicesnot
included in this section if both partiesagree on the provisionsand if the provisions offer
afull-day educational program for the studentsinvolved.

(3) Itisunderstood as acondition of the plan that both the treatment facility and
school district shall be fully reimbursed, as allowed by law in accordance with the
availability of funds, for their _portions of the cost of providing educational services
through such sources as basic state aid, local-district bill-back, and excess cost
reimbur sement, aswell as other possible sour ces.

(4) Each treatment facility and school district shall furnish a signed copy of their
educational plan to the department of elementary and secondary education and to the
department of social servicesno later than September fifteenth of each year.
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168.021. 1. Certificates of license to teach in the public schools of the state shall be
granted as follows:

(1) By thestate board, under rules and regulations prescribed by it,

(&) Upon the basis of college credit;

(b) Upon the basis of examination;

(2) By the state board, under rules and regulations prescribed by the state board with
advice from the advisory council established by section 168.015 to any individual who presents
to the state board a valid doctoral degree from an accredited institution of higher education
accredited by a regional accrediting association such as North Central Association. Such
certificate shall be limited to the mgjor area of postgraduate study of the holder, shall be issued
only after successful completion of the examination required for graduation pursuant to rules
adopted by the state board of education, and shall be restricted to those certificates established
pursuant to subdivision (1) of subsection 3 of this section; or

(3) By thestate board, which shall issuethe professional certificate classificationin both
the general and specialized areas most closely aligned with the current areas of certification
approved by the state board, commensurate with the years of teaching experience of the
applicant, and based upon the following criteria:

(8 Recommendation of a state-approved baccalaureate-level teacher preparation
program;

(b) Successful attainment of the Missouri qualifying score on the exit assessment for
teachers or administrators designated by the state board of education. Applicantswho have not
successfully achieved a qualifying score on the designated examinations will be issued a
two-year nonrenewable provisional certificate; and

(c) Upon completion of abackground check and possession of avalidteaching certificate
in the state from which the applicant's teacher preparation program was completed; or

(4) By thestate board, under rulesand regulations prescribed by it, on the basis
of certification by the American Board for Certification of Teacher Excellence (ABCTE)
and verification of ability towork-with children asdemonstrated by sixty contact hoursin
any one of thefollowing areasas validated by the schoal principal: sixty contact hoursin
the classroom, of which at least forty-five must be teaching; sixty contact hours as a
substitute teacher, with at least thirty consecutive hours in the same classroom; sixty
contact hours of teaching in a private school; or sixty contact hours of teaching as a
paraprofessional, for an initial four-year ABCTE certificate of licensetoteach. Upon the
completion of therequirementslisted in paragraphs(a), (b), and (c) of thissubdivision, an
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applicant shall be eligibleto apply for a career continuous professional certificate under
subdivision (2) of subsection 3 of this section:

(&) Completion-of thirty contact -hoursof professional development within four
years, which may include hours spent in classin an appropriate college curriculum;

(b) Validated completion of two years of the mentoring program of the American
Board for Certification of Teacher Excellenceor adistrict mentoring program approved
by the state board of education; and

(c) Attainment of a successful performance-based teacher evaluation.

2. All valid teaching certificates issued pursuant to law or state board policies and
regulations prior to September 1, 1988, shall be exempt from the professional development
requirements of this section and shall continue in effect until they expire, are revoked or
suspended, as provided by law. When such certificates are required to be renewed, the state
board or its designee shall grant to each holder of such a certificate the certificate most nearly
equivaent to the one so held. Anyone who holds, as of August 28, 2003, avalid PC-I, PC-II,
or continuous professional certificate shall, upon expiration of his or her current certificate, be
issued the appropriate level of certificate based upon the classification system established
pursuant to subsection 3 of this section.

3. Certificates of license to teach in the public schools of the state shall be based upon
minimum requirements prescribed by the state board of education. The state board shall provide
for the following levels of professional certification: an initial professional certificate and a
career continuous professional certificate.

(1) Theinitial professional certificate shall beissued upon completion of requirements
established by the state board of education and shall be valid based upon verification of actual
teaching within a specified time period established by the state board of education. The state
board shall require holders of the four-year initial professional certificate to:

(a) Participate in a mentoring program approved and provided by the district for a
minimum of two years;

(b) Completethirty contact-hoursof professional development, which may includehours
spent in class in an appropriate college curriculum; and

(c) Participate in a beginning teacher assistance program;

(2) (@) The career continuous professional certificate shall be issued upon verification
of completion of four years of teaching under the initial professional certificate and upon
verification of the completion of the requirements articulated in paragraphs (a), (b), and (c) of
subdivision (1) of this subsection or paragraphs (a), (b), and (c) of subdivision (4) of
subsection 1 of this section.
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(b) The career continuous professional certificate shall be continuous based upon
verification of actual employment in an educational position as provided for in state board
guidelines and completionof fifteen contact hoursof professional development per year which
may include hours spent in classin an appropriate college curriculum. Should the possessor of
avalid career continuous professional certificatefail, inany given year, to meet thefifteen-hour
professional development requirement, the possessor may, within two years, make up the
missing hours. In order to make up for missing hours, the possessor shall first complete the
fifteen-hour requirement for the current year and then may count hours in excess of the current
year requirement as make-up hours. Should the possessor fail to make up the missing hours
within two years, the certificate shall becomeinactive. In order to reactivate the certificate, the
possessor shall complete twenty-four contact hours of professional development which may
include hours spent in the classroom in an appropriate college curriculum within the six months
prior to or after reactivating his or her certificate. The requirements of this paragraph shall be
monitored and verified by the local school district which employs the holder of the career
continuous professional certificate.

(c) A holder of a career continuous professional certificate shall be exempt from the
professional devel opment contact hour requirements of paragraph (b) of thissubdivision if such
teacher has alocal professional development plan in place within such teacher's school district
and meets two of the three following criteria:

a. Hasten years of teaching experience as defined by the state board of education;

b. Possesses a master's degree; or

c. Obtainsarigorous national certification as approved by the state board of education.

4. Policiesand procedures shall be established by which ateacher who was not retained
due to a reduction in force may retain the current level of certification. There shall also be
established policies and procedures allowing a teacher who has not been employed in an
educational position for three years or more to reactivate his or her last level of certification by
completing twenty-four contact hours of professional development which may include hours
spent inthe classroomin an appropriate college curriculum withinthe six months prior to or after
reactivating his or her certificate.

5. The state board shall, upon-an appropriate background check, issue a professional
certificate classification in the areas most closely aligned with an applicant's current areas of
certification, commensurate with the years of teaching experience of the applicant, to any person
who is hired to teach in a public school in this state and who possesses a valid teaching
certificate from another state, provided that the certificate holder shall annually complete the
state board's requirements for such level of certification, and shall establish policies by which
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residents of states other than the state of Missouri may be assessed afee for acertificate license
to teach in the public schools of Missouri. Such fee shall be in an amount sufficient to recover
any or all costs associated with the issuing ofa certificate of license toteach.

6. The state board may assessto holders of an initial professional certificate afee, to be
deposited into the excellence in education revolving fund established pursuant to section
160.268, RSMo, for the issuance of the career continuous professional certificate. However,
such fee shall not exceed the combined costs of issuance and any crimina background check
required as a condition of issuance. Applicantsfor theinitial ABCTE certificate shall be
responsible for any fees associated with the program leading to the issuance of the
certificate, but nothingin thissection shall prohibit adistrict from developingapolicy that
per mits fee reimbur sement.

7. Any member of the public school retirement system of Missouri who entered covered
employment with ten or more years of educational experiencein another state or statesand held
acertificate issued by another state and subsequently worked in aschool district covered by the
public school retirement system of Missouri for ten or more yearswho later became certificated
in Missouri shall have that certificate dated back to his or her original date of employment in a
Missouri public school.

171.031. 1. Each school board shall prepare annually a calendar for the school term,
specifying the opening date and providing aminimum term of at least one hundred seventy-four
days and one thousand forty-four hours of actual pupil attendance. In addition, such calendar
shall include six makeup daysfor possibleloss of attendance dueto inclement weather as
defined in subsection 1 of section 171.033.

2. Each local school district may set itsopening date each year, which dateshall be
noearlier than ten calendar daysprior tothefirst Monday in September. No public school
district shall select an earlier start date unlessthe district followsthe procedure set forth
in subsection 3 of this section.

3. A district may set an opening date that is morethan ten calendar daysprior to
thefirst Monday in September only.if thelocal school board first gives public notice of a
public meetingtodiscusstheproposal of openingschool on adatemor ethan ten daysprior
tothefirst Monday in September, and thelocal school boar d holdssaid meetingand, at the
same public meeting, amajority of the board votesto allow an earlier opening date. If all
of the previous conditions are met, the district may set its opening date more than ten
calendar days prior to the first Monday in September. The condition provided in this
subsection must be satisfied by the local school board each year that the board proposes
an opening date mor e than ten days before the first Monday in September.
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4. If any local district violates the provisions of this section, the department of
elementary and secondary education shall withhold an amount equal to onequarter of the
statefundingthedistrictgenerated under section163.031, RSMo, for each datethedistrict
wasin violation of this section.

5. The provisions of subsections 2 to 4 of this section shall not apply to school
districtsin which school isin session for twelve months of each calendar year.

6. The state board of education may grant an exemption from this section to a
school district that demonstrateshighly unusual and extenuating cir cumstancesjustifying
exemption from the provisionsof subsections2to4 of thissection. Any exemption granted
by the state board of education shall bevalid for one academic year only.

7. No school day shall be longer than seven hours except for vocational schools which
may adopt an eight-hour day in ametropolitan school district and aschool districtin afirst class
county adjacent to a city not within a county.

171.033. 1. [Except as provided in subsections 3 and 4 of this section, no school district
shall be exempt from any requirement to make up any days of school lost or canceled due to
inclement weather, unlessthat school district schedul esat | east two-thirdsas many make-up days
for aschool year aswerelost in the previous school year, which days shall be in addition to the
school calendar daysrequired for aschool term by section 171.031] " I nclement weather" , for
purposesof thissection, shall bedefined asice, snow, extremecold, flooding, or atornado,
but such term shall not include excessive heat.

2. [If, after using the make-up days referred to in subsection 1, adistrict does not meet
the requirement for a term of one hundred seventy-four days of actual pupil attendance, it] A
district shall be required to make up [no more than eight additional] thefir st six days of school
lost or canceled due to inclement weather and half the number of dayslost or canceled in excess
of [eight] six days.

3. In the [2005-06] 2006-07 school year, a school district may be exempt from the
requirement to make up days of school lost or cancel ed dueto inclement weather occurring [after
April 1, 2006] on or after January 12, 2007, in the school district, but such reduction of the
minimum number of school daysshall not exceed five dayswhen adistrict has missed morethan
seven days overall, such reduction to be taken as follows: one day for eight days missed, two
daysfor nine days missed, three daysfor ten days missed, four daysfor eleven days missed, and
five days for twelve or more days missed. The requirement for scheduling two-thirds of the
missed daysinto the next year's calendar pursuant to subsection 1 of this section shall bewaived
for the [2006-07] 2007-08 school year. For the 2006-07 school year, each school board may
provide a minimum term of at least one hundred seventy-four days and one thousand
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forty-four hoursof actual pupil attendanceby lengthening theschool day notwithstanding
the maximum number of hours permitted under subsection 7 of section 171.031.

4. The commissioner of education may provide, for any school-district in which schools
are in session for twelve months of ‘each calendar year that cannot meet the minimum school
calendar requirement of at | east one hundred seventy-four daysand onethousand forty-four hours
of actual pupil attendance, upon request, awaiver to be excused from such requirement. This
waiver shall be requested from the commissioner of education and may be granted if the school
was closed due to circumstances beyond school district control, including inclement weather,
flooding or fire.

Section B. Becauseimmediate action isnecessary to clarify potential school scheduling
and funding problems, the repeal and reenactment of section 171.033 of section A of thisact is
deemed necessary for theimmediate preservation of the public health, welfare, peace, and saf ety,
and ishereby declared to be an emergency act within the meaning of the constitution, and section
171.033 of section A of thisact shall bein full force and effect upon its passage and approval.
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