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Working for You in Jefferson City 
The last day of the 2007 Legislative Session is May 18, which will conclude 

another successful session in the Missouri Senate.  This year, we were able to end the state 

income tax on retirement benefits, provide for our veterans, and increase Missouri 

students’ access to a world class education.   

 

Ending State Income Tax on Retirement Benefits 

We ended this session the unfair state income tax on retirement benefits.  This was 

done through the passage of House Bill 444, which phases out the state income tax on 

Social Security benefits, Social Security disability, and non-private Social Security exempt 

retirement benefits. 

The exemptions begin at 20 percent for the 2007 

tax year, eventually becoming a complete 100 

percent exemption by the 2012 tax year. 

Qualifying non-private retirement benefits 

include those for firemen and police officers, 

railroad workers, teachers, as well as veterans 

and certain federal employees. These pensions 

will be exempt from state income taxes up to the 

maximum Social Security benefit (currently $32,500). Seniors 62 or over and all disabled 

residents will be eligible for the exemption. An income threshold of $85,000 for an 

individual or $100,000 for a couple applies. 



 

Fully Funding Missouri Veteran’s Homes 

We celebrated the 75th anniversary of the Missouri Veterans Commission, an 

important organization that helps veterans in this state access their benefits.  One such 

benefit is access to one of Missouri’s seven veteran’s homes, which provide skilled long 

term and skilled nursing care.  Prior to this year 14 percent of beds in these homes 

remained available. More than 1,000 veterans were on the waiting list to get in; the Cape 

Girardeau facility’s waiting list alone was nearly 300 names.  This year, the state budget 

increased funding for veteran’s homes by $2.8 million adding 150 new beds allowing for 

maximum capacity.  

 

School Funding by District 

            We made funding education our number one priority again this year by adding 

$132.6 million to the K-12 education budget statewide. Below you can find funding 

increases for every school district in the 27th Senatorial District.  

 

Reforming Higher Education 



Senate Bill 389 combined two existing scholarships to create the Access Missouri 

Scholarship, a needs-based scholarship program, investing from $25 million to nearly $75 

million our state commitment to helping student’s access higher education. This funding 

will increase the number of student scholarships at Southeast Missouri State University 

from 300 to 1900.   

Another scholarship opportunity comes from increased 

funding for the merit-based Bright Flight scholarship 

program. Starting in 2011 these scholarships will increase 

from $2,000 to $3,000 annually. Also included in this bill 

is $350 million to go towards campus construction 

projects including over $24.5 million in projects at 

Southeast Missouri State University.  In another effort to 

keep college affordable, the bill includes a measure 

restraining tuition increases to the Consumer Price Index. 

Beginning in the 2008-2009 school year, if a university 

increases tuition at a rate greater than inflation, the state’s 

Coordinating Board for Higher Education could fine the institution up to 5 percent of their 

state appropriation.  

 

Making a Difference: Autism Funding 

There are more than 32,000 Missourians who have been diagnosed with autism, 

and the number of children and families affected by the disorder continues to grow.  The 

fight against autism can be won with treatment, research, and education. Great strides have 

been made in the field of autism and increased state funding allows for that 

progress to continue.  This year’s state budget includes $3.9 million to go 

towards autism funding. This funding will benefit the Tailor  

Institute, a nonprofit organization in Cape Girardeau specializing in 

working with those that are high functioning autistic and $2.638 million 

will be allocated for a new autism center on Southeast Missouri State 

University’s campus.  The facility will provide diagnosis, treatment, 



education, and resources for autism patients.  Completion is planned for summer 2008.   

    

 

Contact Me 
As always, I appreciate hearing your comments, opinions and concerns.  Please feel 

free to contact me in Jefferson City at (573) 751-2459. You may write to me at Jason 

Crowell; Missouri Senate; State Capitol; Jefferson City, MO  65101, or email me at: 

jcrowell@senate.mo.gov or visit me on the web at http://www.jasoncrowell.com.   
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