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Senator Green Supports College Affordability 
Tax Deduction For Middle Class Families Paying College Costs 

 
Senator Timothy Green, D-Spanish Lake, offered an amendment to a bill that 

would create an income tax deduction for higher education expenses.  Working families 
paying for college were dealt a huge blow Wednesday by Senate Republicans when they 
killed a proposal to allow those families to keep more of their hard-earned money.  
Instead, 19 Republicans voted against Green’s proposal, deciding to use the money for 
college building construction.   
 

“Providing higher education at an affordable price has become increasingly 
difficult with recent state budget pressures and large decreases in state funding,” Senator 
Green said. “Average tuition for Missouri's 4-year public colleges and universities is the 
highest among the Big 12 states and second highest among the lower 48 states.  I thought 
this proposal would have bipartisan support, but it is clear that Republicans are more 
interested than bricks and mortar than working families and college students.” 
 

Missouri's recent tuition increases are among the highest, according to a recent 
national report.  “No one walks across our college campuses and thinks we need more 
buildings,” Senator Green said, “but we all know that more working families need help 
affording tuition.” 
 

In order to qualify for Senator Green’s proposal, the student or taxpayer claiming 
a student as a dependent, must have a federal adjusted gross income of less than two 
hundred thousand dollars regardless of whether the taxpayer files a joint or single return 
and the educational expenses must be incurred by a student registered at least half time. 
 

“The income tax deduction is estimated to cost the state’s general revenue $27 
Million, a pittance when you consider our $20 billion budget,” Senator Green said.  
“Unfortunately, Republicans have decided they know how to spend the money of 
working families better than working families.  My hope was to ensure more students 
achieve their goal of earning a degree at a public university or college, but Republicans 
put a stop to that.” 
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