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AN ACT
To repeal sections 48.020, 48.030, and 56.640, RSMo, relating to classification of counties, and

to enact in lieu thereof five-new. sections-relating to the same subject.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Sections 48.020, 48.030, and 56.640, RSMo, are repealed and five new sections
enacted in lieu thereof, to be known as sections 48.020, 48.030, 49.272, 56.640, and 64.907, to
read as follows:

48.020. All counties of this state are hereby classified, for the purpose of establishing
organization and powers in accordance with the provisions of section 8, article VI, Constitution
of Missouri, into four classifications determined as follows:

Classification 1. All counties having an assessed valuation of [four hundred fifty] six
hundred million dollars and over shall automatically be in the first classification after that
county has maintained such valuation for the time period required by section 48.030; however,
any county of the second classification which, on August 13, 1988, has had an assessed valuation
of at least four hundred million dollars for at least one year may, by resolution of the governing
body of the county, elect to be classified as a county of the first classification after it has
maintained such valuation for the period of time required by the provisions of section 48.030.

Classification 2. All counties having an assessed valuation of [three] four hundred fifty

EXPLANATION--Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in this bill is not enacted and is
intended to be omitted in the law.



million dollars and less than the assessed valuation necessary for that county to be in the first
classification shall automatically be in the second classification after that county has maintained
such valuation for the time period required by section 48.030.

Classification 3. All counties having an assessed valuation of less than the assessed
valuation necessary for that county to be in the second classification shall automatically be in
the third classification.

Classification 4. All counties which have attained the second classification prior to August
13, 1988, and which would otherwise return to the third classification after August 13, 1988,
because of changes in assessed valuation shall remain a county in the second classification and
shall operate under the laws of this state applying to the second classification.

48.030. 1. Other than as otherwise provided for in this section, after September
28, 1979, no county shall move from a lower class to a higher class or from a higher class to a
lower class until the assessed valuation of the county is such as to place it in the other class for
five successive years[; but;].

2. No second class county shall become a third class county until the assessed valuation
of the county is such as to place it in the third class for at least five successive years and until
the assessed valuations for calendar year 1985 have been entered on the tax rolls of each county
in accordance with subsections 6 and 7 of section 137.115, RSMo.

3. Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection 1 of this section, a county may
become a first class county at any time after the assessed valuation of the county is
such as to be a first class county and the governing body of the county elect to
change classifications. The effective-date of such change of classification shall be in
accordance with the provisions of this section.

4. The change from one classification to another shall become effective at the beginning
of the county fiscal year following the next general election after the certification by the state
equalizing agency for the required number of successive years that the county possesses an
assessed valuation placing it in/another class. If a general election is held between the date of
the certification and the end of.the’ current fiscal year, the change of classification shall not
become effective until the beginning of the county fiscal year following the next succeeding
general election.

49.272. The county commission of any county of the first classification without
a charter form of government and with more than one hundred thirty-five thousand
four hundred but less than one hundred thirty-five thousand five hundred inhabitants
which has an appointed county counselor and which adopts or has adopted rules,
regulations or ordinances under authority of a statute which prescribes or authorizes
a violation of such rules, regulations or ordinances to be a misdemeanor punishable

as provided by law, may by rule, regulation or ordinance impose a civil fine not to



exceed one thousand dollars for each violation. Any fines imposed and collected under
such rules, regulations or ordinances shall be payable to the county general fund to
be used to pay for the cost of enforcement of such rules, regulations or ordinances.

56.640. 1. If a county counselor is appointed, he and his assistants under his direction
shall represent the county and all departments, officers, institutions and agencies thereof, except
as otherwise provided by law and shall upon request of any county department, officer,
institution or agency for which legal counsel is otherwise provided by law, and upon the approval
of the county commission, represent such department, officer, institution or agency. He shall
commence, prosecute or defend, as the case may require, and exercise exclusive authority in all
civil suits or actions in which the county or any county officer, commission or agency is a party,
in his or its official capacity, he shall draw all contracts relating to the business of the county,
he shall represent the county generally in all matters of civil law, and he shall upon request
furnish written opinions to any county officer or department.

2. In all cases inwhich a civil fine may be imposed pursuant to section 49.272,
RSMo, it shall be the duty/ of the county counselor, rather than the county
prosecuting attorney, to prosecute such violations in the associate division of the
circuit court in the county where the violation occurred.

3. Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, the county counselor in any
county of the first classification and the prosecuting attorney of such county may by
mutual cooperation agreement prosecute or defend any civil action which the
prosecuting attorney or county ecounselor of the county is authorized or required by
law to prosecute or defend.

64.907. 1. Any county subject to Environmental Protection Agency rules 40
C.F.R. Parts 9, 122, 123, and 124 concerning storm water discharges is authorized to
adopt rules, regulations, or ordinances reasonably necessary to comply with such
federal regulations including but not limited to rules, regulations, or ordinances
which promote the best storm water management practices in regulating storm water
discharges established by the Environmental Protection Agency.

2. Any county adopting rules, regulations, or ordinances under subsection 1
of this section is authorized to establish by rule, regulation, or ordinance a storm
water control utility or other entity to administer any such rules, regulations, or
ordinances adopted under subsection 1 of this section which shall include authority
to impose user fees to fund the administration of such rules, regulations, or
ordinances.

3. Any county adopting rules, regulations, or ordinances under subsection 1
of this section is authorized to establish by rule, regulation, or ordinance a storm

water control utility tax in such amount as is deemed reasonable and necessary to



fund public storm water control projects if such tax is approved by majority of the
votes cast.

4. The tax authorized in this section shall be in addition to the charge for the
storm water control and all other taxes imposed by law, and the proceeds of such tax
shall be used by the city solely for storm water control. Such tax shall be stated
separately from all other charges and taxes.

5. The ballot of submission for the tax authorized in this section shall be in
substantially the following form:

Shall ...... (insert the name of the city) impose a tax on the charges for storm
water control in ...... (name of city) at a rate of ...... (insert rate of percent) percent for
the sole purpose of storm water control?

O YES O NO
If a majority of the votes cast on the question by the qualified voters voting thereon
are in favor of the question, then the tax:shall become effective on the first day of the
second calendar quarter following the calendar quarter in which the election was
held. If a majority of the votes cast on the question by the qualified voters voting
thereon are opposed to the question, then the tax authorized by this section shall not
become effective unless and until the question is resubmitted pursuant to this section
to the qualified voters of the city and such question is approved by a majority of the
qualified voters of the city voting on the question.
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