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AN ACT

To amend chapter 210, RSMo, by adding thereto two new sections relating to missing persons, with
pendty provisions.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Chapter 210, RSMo, is amended by adding thereto two new sections, to be known
as sections 210.1012 and 210.1014, to read as follows:

210.1012. 1. Thereis hereby created a statewide program called the " Amber Alert
System” referred to in thissection asthe " system™, to aid in the identification and location of
abducted per sons.

2. For the purposes of this section, "abducted person” means a person whose
whereabouts are unknown and who is reasonably believed to be the victim of the crime of
kidnapping as defined by section 565.110, RSM o, as deter mined by local law enfor cement.

3. The department of public safety shall develop regions to provide the syssem. The
department of public safety shall coordinate local law enforcement agencies and public
commercial televison and radio broadcaster sto provide an effective system. In the event that
a local law enforcement agency opts not to set up a system and an abduction occurs within the
juridiction, it shall notify thedepartment of public safety whowill notify local mediain theregion.

4. Theamber alert system shall includeall stateagenciescapableof providing urgent and
timely information to the public together with broadcasters and other private entities that



volunteer to participate in the dissemination of urgent public information. At a minimum, the
amber alert system shall include the department of public safety, highway patrol, department of
trangportation, department of health and senior services, and Missouri lottery.

5. Thedepartment of public safety shall have the authority to notify other regionsupon
verification that the criteria established by the over sight committee has been met.

6. Participationin an amber alert systemisentirely at theoption of local law enfor cement
agencies and federally-licensed radio and television broadcasters.

7. Any person who knowingly makesafalsereport that triggersan alert pursuant tothis
section is guilty of a class A misdemeanor.

210.1014. 1. Thereishereby created the" Amber Alert System Oversight Committee”,
whose primary duty shall beto develop criteria and proceduresfor the amber alert syssem and
shall be housed within thedepartment of public safety. Thecommitteeshall regularly review the
function of theamber alert system and reviseitscriteriaand proceduresin cooper ation with the
department of public safety to providefor efficient and effective public notification. Assoon as
practicable, the committee shall adopt criteriaand proceduresto expand theamber alert system
to provide urgent public alertsrelated to homeland security, criminal acts, health emergencies,
and other imminent dangersto the public health and-.welfare.

2. Theamber alert system oversight committeeshall consist of seven member sappointed
by the governor with the advice and.consent of the senate. Such members shall represent the
following entities: tworepresentativesof theMissouri sheriff'sassociation; tworepresentatives
of theMissouri policechief' sassociation; oner epr esentativeof small market radiobr oadcasters,
one representative of large market radio broadcasters, one representative of television
broadcasters. The director of the department of public safety shall also be a member of the
committee and shall serve as chair of the committee. Additional members shall include one
representative of the highway patrol and one representative of the department of health and
senior services.

3. Members of the oversight committee shall serve a term of four years, except that
members first appointed to the committee shall have staggered terms of two, three, and four
year s and shall serve until their successor isduly appointed and qualified.

4. Members of the oversight committee shall serve without compensation, except that
members shall bereimbursed for their actual and necessary expensesrequired for thedischarge
of their duties.

5. The amber alert syssem oversight committee shall promulgate rules for the
implementation of the amber alert syssem. Any ruleor portion of arule, asthat term isdefined
in section 536.010, RSMo, that is created under the authority delegated in this section shall
become effective only if it complies with and is subject to all of the provisions of chapter 536,



RSMo, and, if applicable, section 536.028, RSMo. This section and chapter 536, RSMo, are
nonsever able and if any of the power svested with the gener al assembly pur suant to chapter 536,
RSMo, toreview, to delay the effective date or to disapprove and annul arule are subsequently
held unconstitutional, then the grant of rulemaking authority and any rule proposed or adopted
after August 28, 2003, shall beinvalid and void.



