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FIRST REGULAR SESSION

SENATE COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR

SENATE BILL NO. 594
92ND GENERAL ASSEMBLY

     Reported from the Committee on Transportation, March 13, 2003, with recommendation that the Senate Committee Substitute do pass and
be placed on the Consent Calendar.

TERRY L. SPIELER, Secretary.
1891S.04C

AN ACT
To amend chapter 304, RSMo, by adding thereto one new section relating to operation of low-

speed vehicles on public highways.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Chapter 304, RSMo, is amended by adding thereto one new section, to be

known as section 304.029, to read as follows:

304.029. 1. Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, a low-speed vehicle

may be operated upon a highway in the state if it meets the requirements of this

section. Every person operating a low-speed vehicle shall be granted all the rights

and shall be subject to all the duties applicable to the driver of any other motor

vehicle except as to the special regulations in this section and except as to those

provisions which by their nature can have no application.

2. The operator of a low-speed vehicle shall observe all traffic laws and local

ordinances regarding the rules of the road. A low-speed vehicle shall not be operated

on a street or a highway with a posted speed limit greater than thirty-five miles per

hour. The provisions of this subsection shall not prohibit a low-speed vehicle from

crossing a street or highway with a posted speed limit greater than thirty-five miles

per hour.

3. No persons shall operate a low-speed vehicle:

(1) In any careless way so as to endanger the person or property of another;

or

(2) While under the influence of alcohol or any controlled substance.

4. A low-speed vehicle shall be exempt from the requirements of sections
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307.350 to 307.402, RSMo, for purposes of titling and registration. Low-speed vehicles

shall comply with the standards in 49 C.F.R. 571.500.

5. Every operator of a low-speed vehicle shall maintain financial responsibility

on such low-speed vehicle as required by chapter 303, RSMo, if the low-speed vehicle

is to be operated upon the highways of this state.

6. Each person operating a low-speed vehicle on a highway in this state shall

possess a valid driver's license issued pursuant to chapter 302, RSMo.

7. For purposes of this section a "low-speed vehicle" means a four-wheeled

motor vehicle, other than a truck, whose top speed is greater than twenty miles per

hour but less than twenty-five miles per hour and is manufactured in compliance with

the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration standards for low-speed vehicles

in 49 C.F.R. 571.500.

8. Nothing in this section shall prevent county or municipal governments from

adopting more stringent local ordinances governing low-speed vehicle operation if the

governing body of the county or municipality determines that such ordinances are

necessary in the interest of public safety. The department of transportation may

prohibit the operation of low-speed vehicles on any highway under its jurisdiction if

it determines that the prohibition is necessary in the interest of public safety.
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