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AN ACT

To repeal sections 660.100, 660.105, 660:110, 660.115;-660.120; 660.122, 660.135 and 660.136,

RSMo, and to enactin lieu thereof eight new sectionsrelaing to supplementa assstance payments
for the ederly and disabled.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Sections 660.100,.660.105,660.110, 660.115, 660.120, 660.122, 660.135 and
660.136, RSMo, are repeded and eight new sections enacted in lieu thereof, to be known as sections
660.100, 660.105, 660.110, 660.115, 660.122, 660.135, 660.136, and 660.690, to read as follows:

660.100. 1. Thedepartment of socid servicesisdirected to establish aplan for providing financid
assistance to ederly households, disabled households and qudified individua households for the payment
of chargesfor the primary or secondary heeting or cooling source for the household. This plan shall be
known as"Utilicare'.

2. For purposes of sections660.100to 660.136, theterm "elderly" shall mean having reached the
age of axty-five and theterm "disabled” shall meen totaly and permanently disabled or blind and receiving
federa Socid Security disability benefits, federd supplemental security income benefits, veterans
administration benefits, state blind pension pursuant to sections 209.010 to 209.160, RSMo, stateaid to
blind persons pursuant to section 209.240, RSMo, or state supplemental payments pursuant to section
208.030, RSMo. For the purposesof sections660.100 to 660.136, but not for the purpose of determining

EXPLANATION — Matter enclosed in bold faced brackets[thus] in thisbill isnot enacted and isintended
to be omitted in thelaw.



"digible subscribers’ pursuant to subdivison (4) of section 660.138, the term "qudified individud
household" shdl mean a household in which:

(1) Oneor moreresidents of the state of Missouri reside and whose combined household income
is less than or equa to one hundred and [ten] fifty percent of the current federd poverty level or sixty
per cent of the state median income for the relevant household; and

(2) While the Federal Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program remains in effect, the
household is a'so determined to be digible for assistance under such program and related State programs
of the Missouri department of socid services.

660.105. Every qudified individua household for which an applicetion is made, and every
gpplicant houseshold in which the head of the household or spouseisederly or disabled and theincomefor
the prior caendar year does not exceed one hundred and[ten] fifty percent of the current federd poverty
levd or sixty percent of the state median income, shdl be an "digible household" and shdl be entitled
to recelve ass stance under the utilicare program if moneys have been appropriated by the generd assembly
to the utilicare stabilization fund established pursuant to section 660.136. "Income’ shall be as defined in
section 135.010, RSMo.

660.110. The department of socid services shall be responsible for coordination of al federa
heating assstance programs [as well ag] into the utilicare program and shdl provide plans for the
implementation and adminigtration of these programs. [Except as otherwise provided in sections 660.100
to 660.136, the utilicare program shdl be administered in the same manner as the Federal Low Income
Emergency Assistance Program.] The department may contract with local not-for-profit community
agencies which render energy assistance pursuant to affiliation or contract with the United States
Community Service Adminigtration or another federal agency to digtribute the federal moneys [and], to
adminigter the federd heating and cooling ass stance programs in accordance with the plan devel oped by
the department[. The department may contract with loca not-for-profit community agencies which render
energy assdance pursuant to afiliation or contract with the United States Community Service
Adminigrationor another federal agency] and to provide certain adminigtrative servicesin connection with
the utilicare program which may include the processing of utilicare applicationsand any other servicewhich
the department deems practica. Insofar as possible, within the provisions of federd law and regulations,
dl payments made from funds available from the Crude Oil Windfal Profit Tax Act of 1980 and other
federal sources shal be made directly-to energy suppliersin amanner smilar to payments made under the
date utilicare program.

660.115. 1. For each eigible household, an amount not exceeding [one hundred fifty] six
hundred dollars for each fiscd year may be paid from the utilicare gtabilization fund to the primary or
secondary hesting source supplier, or both, including suppliers of heeting fuels, such as gas, dectricity,
wood, cod, propane and heating oil. For each digible household, an amount not exceeding [one hundred
fifty] six hundreddollarsfor eachfiscd year may be paid from the utilicare stabilization fund to the primary



or secondary cooling source supplier, or both. [Notwithstanding any other provision of sections 610.100
t0 660.136 to the contrary, the amount paid from the utilicare stabilization fund for cooling assstancein any
angle cooling season shall not exceed the lesser of five percent of the totd amount appropriated by the
generd assambly to the fund for the most recent fiscd year or five hundred thousand dollars]

2. For an digible household, other than a household located in publicly owned or subsidized
housing, an adult boarding facility, an intermediate carefacility, aresdentia carefacility or askilled nurang
fadlity, whose members rent their dwelling and do not pay a supplier directly for the household's primary
or secondary heating or cooling source, utilicare payments shal be paid directly to the head of the
household, except that totd payments shal not exceed elght percent of the household's annud rent or one
hundred dollars, whichever isless.

660.122. [Notwithstanding any other provisonof sections 660.100 to 660.136 to the contrary, |
Funds appropriated under the authority of sections 660.100 to 660.136 may be used to pay the expenses
of reconnecting or maintaining service to households that have had their primary or secondary hegting or
cooling source disconnected or service discontinued because of their failureto pay their bill. Any qudified
household or other househald which has as its head a person who is elderly or disabled, as defined in
section 660.100, shal be digible for ass stance under this sectioniif the incomefor the household isno more
than one hundred [ten)] fifty percent of the current federa poverty level or sixty percent of the state
medianincome and if moneys have been appropriated by the general assembly to the utilicare stabilization
fund established pursuant to section 660.136. Payments under this section shdl be made directly to the
primary or secondary heating or cooling source supplier. Any primary or secondary heeting or cooling
source supplier subject to the supervision and regulation of the public service commission shdl, a any time
during the period of the cold wesather rule pecified in the cold weather rule as established and as amended
by the public service commission, reconnect and provide servicesto each household digible for assstance
under this section in compliance with the terms of such cold westher rule. All home energy suppliers
recaiving funds under this section shdl provide service to digible households consigtent with their
contractua agreements with the department of socia services. [Notwithstanding the above, the divison
of family services shdl only utilize generd revenue funds appropriated in conjunction with this chapter after
such time as the divison has obligated al federd emergency funds available for the purposes enumerated
above]

660.135. 1. Not more thanfive million dollars from state generd revenue shdl be appropriated
by the generd assembly to the utilicare stabilization fund established pursuant to section 660.136 for the
support of the utilicare program established by sections 660.100 to 660.136 for any fiscal year, exceptin
succeeding years the amount of state funds may be increased by a percentage which reflects the nationd
cogt-of-living index or seven percent, whichever islower.

2. Thedepartment of socid servicesmay, in coordination with the department of natural resources,
apply aportion of the funds gppropriated annualy by the genera assembly to the utilicare stabilization fund



established pursuant to section 660.136 to the low income wegatherization assstance program of the
department of natura resources; provided that any project financed with such fundsshdl [have afull energy
savings payback period of no greater than ten years] be consistent with federal guidelines for the
Weatherization Assstance Program for L ow-Income Persons as authorized by 42 U.S.C. 6861.

660.136. 1. The"Utilicare Stabilization Fund” is hereby created in the State treasury to support
the provisions of sections 660.100 to 660.136. Funds for theutilicar eprogram may comefrom state,
federal or other sour cesincludingfundsreceived by thisstatefrom thefeder al gover nment under
the provisons of the Community Opportunities Accountability and Training and Educational
Services Act of 1998 (Title 111, Section 301-309, Public Law 93.568), together with any interest
or other earningson the principal of thisfund. Moneysin the utilicare gabilization fund [that are not
required to meet or augment the utilicarefunding requirements of the statein any fiscd year shdl beinvested
by the dtate treasurer in the same manner as other surplus funds are invested. Interest, dividends and
moneys earned onsuch investments shall be credited to the utilicare stabilization fund. Such fund may dso
receive gifts, grants, contributions, appropriations and funds or benefits from any other source or sources,
and makeinvestmentsof theunexpended baancesthereof] shall be usedfor the pur posesestablished
in the Federal L ow Income Home Ener gy Assistance Program and sections 660.100 to 660.136.

2. Theprovisionsof section 33.080, RSM o, tothecontrary notwithstanding, money inthis
fund shall not betransferred and placed to the credit of general revenue until theamount in the
fund at the end of the biennium exceedstwo timestheamount of the appropriation from thefund
for the preceding fiscal year. The amount, if any, in the fund, which shall lapse, is that amount
in the fund which exceeds the appropriate multiple of the appropriations from the fund for the
preceding fiscal year. Moneys in the utilicare fund not needed currently for the purposes
designatedin sections 660.100 to 660.136, may beinvested by the statetreasurer in the manner
that other moneys of the state are authorized by law to be invested. All interest, income and
returns from moneys of the utilicar e stabilization fund shall be deposited in the statetreasury to
the credit of the utilicare sabilization fund.

660.690. In order to protect thecommunity spouseof an individual livingin aresidential
care facility | or residential care facility |1, as defined in section 198.006, RSMo, from
impoverishment and to prevent premature placement in a more expensive, more redrictive
environment, the division of family services shall comply with the provisions of subsection 6 of
section 208.010, RSM o, when deter mining thedligibility for benefitspur suant to section 208.030,
RSMo.

[660.120. 1. Fundsfor the utilicare program may come, or other sources. from State, federa

2. Any household which is digible to receive both federal assstance and utilicare assstance in
paying for its primary or secondary heating or cooling source may receive utilicare assistance only as
follows: In the event that the federal assstance available to such household is less than the total benefits



available to the household under the provisions of section 660.115, then the household may recelve utilicare
assigtance only in an amount equa to the amount of the difference between the federd assstance available
in paying for its primary or secondary hesting or cooling source and the total benefits available to such
household under the provisons of section 660.115.]



