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SECOND REGULAR SESSION

SENATE COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR

SENATE BILLS NOS. 923, 
828, 876, 694 & 736

91ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY

     Reported from the Committee on Aging, Families and Mental Health, February 25, 2002, with recommendation that the Senate Committee
Substitute do pass.

TERRY L. SPIELER, Secretary.
3862S.02C

AN ACT
To repeal sections 210.906, 211.183 and 630.605, RSMo, and to enact in lieu thereof four new

sections relating to foster care, with penalty provisions.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Sections 210.906, 211.183 and 630.605, RSMo, are repealed and four new

sections enacted in lieu thereof, to be known as sections 210.566, 210.906, 211.183, and 630.605,

to read as follows:

210.566. 1. The division of family services and its contractors shall treat foster

parents with courtesy, respect and consideration. Foster parents shall treat the

children in their care, the child's birth family and members of the child welfare team

with courtesy, respect and consideration.

2. (1) The division of family services and its contractors shall provide foster

parents with training, pre-service and in-service, and support. The division of family

services and its contractors shall share all pertinent information about the child and

the child's family, including but not limited to, the case plan with the foster parents

to assist in determining if a child would be a proper placement. The division of family

services and its contractors shall inform the foster parents of issues relative to the

child that may jeopardize the health or safety of the foster family. The division of

family services and its contractors shall arrange pre-placement visits, except in

emergencies. The foster parents may ask questions about the child's case plan,

encourage a placement or refuse a placement without reprisal from the caseworker

or agency. After a placement, the division of family services shall update the foster
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parents as new information about the child is gathered. Foster parents shall be

informed of upcoming meetings and staffings, and shall be allowed to participate,

consistent with section 210.761. The division of family services shall establish

reasonably accessible respite care for children in foster care for short periods of time,

jointly determined by foster parents and the child's caseworker pursuant to section

210.545.

(2) Foster parents shall treat all information received from the division of

family services about the child and the child's family as confidential. Foster parents

shall share information they may learn about the child and the child's family with the

caseworker and other members of the child welfare team. Recognizing that placement

changes are difficult for children, foster parents shall seek all necessary information,

and participate in pre-placement visits, before deciding whether to accept a child for

placement. Foster parents shall follow all procedures defined by the division of family

services for requesting and using respite care.

3. (1) Foster parents shall make decisions about the daily living concerns of

the child, and shall be permitted to continue the practice of their own family values

and routines. All discipline shall be consistent with state laws and regulations. The

division of family services shall allow foster parents to help plan visitation between

the child and the child's biological family.

(2) Foster parents shall provide care that is respectful of the child's cultural

identity, values and needs. Foster parents shall recognize that the purpose of

discipline is to teach, and ensure that it is administered in a humane and sensitive

manner. Recognizing that visitation with family members is an important right,

foster parents shall be flexible and cooperative in regard to family visits.

4. (1) Consistent with state laws and regulations, the state shall provide, upon

request by the foster parents, information about a child's progress after the child

leaves foster care. Except in emergencies, foster parents shall be given advance

notice consistent with division policy, and a written statement of the reasons before

a child is removed from their care. If a child re-enters the foster care system, the

child's foster parents shall be considered as a placement option. If a child becomes

free for adoption while in foster care, the child's foster family shall be given first

consideration as adoptive parents consistent with section 453.070, RSMo.

(2) Confidentiality rights of the child and the child's parents shall be respected

and maintained. Foster parents shall inform the child's caseworker of their interest

if a child re-enters the system. If a foster child becomes free for adoption and the

foster parents desire to adopt the child, they shall inform the caseworker in a timely

manner. If they do not choose to pursue adoption, foster parents shall make every
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effort to support and encourage the child's placement in a permanent home. When

requesting removal of a child from their home, foster parents shall give reasonable

advance notice, consistent with division policy, to the child's caseworker, except in

emergency situations.

5. (1) Foster parents shall be informed in a timely manner of all court hearings

pertaining to a child in their care, and informed of their right to attend and

participate, consistent with section 211.464, RSMo.

(2) Foster parents shall share any concerns regarding the case plan for a child

in their care with the child's caseworker, as well as other members of the child welfare

team, in a timely manner.

6. Foster parents shall have timely access to the child placement agency's

appeals process, and shall be free from acts of retaliation when exercising the right

to appeal. Foster parents shall know and follow the policies of the state, including the

appeals procedure.

210.906. 1. Every child-care worker or elder-care worker hired on or after January 1,

2001, or personal-care worker hired on or after January 1, 2002, shall complete a registration

form provided by the department. The department shall make such forms available no later than

January 1, 2001, and may, by rule, determine the specific content of such form, but every form

shall: 

(1) Request the valid Social Security number of the applicant; 

(2) Include information on the person's right to appeal the information contained in the

registry pursuant to section 210.912; 

(3) Contain the signed consent of the applicant for the background checks required

pursuant to this section; and 

(4) Contain the signed consent for the release of information contained in the background

check for employment purposes only.

2. Every child-care worker or elder-care worker hired on or after January 1, 2001, and

every personal-care worker hired on or after January 1, 2002, shall complete a registration form

within fifteen days of the beginning of such person's employment. Any person employed as a

child-care, elder-care or personal-care worker who fails to submit a completed registration form

to the department of health and senior services as required by sections 210.900 to 210.936

without good cause, as determined by the department, is guilty of a class B misdemeanor. 

3. The costs of the criminal background check may be paid by the individual applicant,

or by the provider if the applicant is so employed, or for those applicants receiving public

assistance, by the state through the terms of the self-sufficiency pact pursuant to section 208.325,

RSMo. Any moneys remitted to the patrol for the costs of the criminal background check shall

be deposited to the credit of the criminal record system fund as required by section 43.530, RSMo.
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4. Any person licensed pursuant to sections 210.481 to 210.565 shall be

automatically registered in the family care safety registry at no additional cost other

than the costs required pursuant to sections 210.481 to 210.565.

5. Any person not required to register pursuant to the provisions of sections 210.900 to

210.936 may also be included in the registry if such person voluntarily applies to the department

for registration and meets the requirements of this section and section 210.909, including

submitting to the background checks in subsection 1 of section 210.909.

[5.] 6. The provisions of sections 210.900 to 210.936 shall not extend to related child

care, related elder care or related personal care.

211.183.  1.  In juvenile court proceedings regarding the removal of a child from his or

her home, the court's order shall include a determination of whether the division of family

services has made reasonable efforts to prevent or eliminate the need for removal of the child

and, after removal, to make it possible for the child to return home.  If the first contact with the

family occurred during an emergency in which the child could not safely remain at home even

with reasonable in-home services, the division shall be deemed to have made reasonable efforts

to prevent or eliminate the need for removal.

2. "Reasonable efforts" means the exercise of reasonable diligence and care by the

division to utilize all available services related to meeting the needs of the juvenile and the

family.  In determining reasonable efforts to be made and in making such reasonable efforts, the

child's present and ongoing health and safety shall be the paramount consideration.

3. In support of its determination of whether reasonable efforts have been made, the

court shall enter findings, including a brief description of what preventive or reunification efforts

were made and why further efforts could or could not have prevented or shortened the

separation of the family.  The division shall have the burden of demonstrating reasonable efforts.

4.  The juvenile court may authorize the removal of the child even if the preventive and

reunification efforts of the division have not been reasonable, but further efforts could not permit

the child to remain at home.

5.  Before a child may be removed from the parent, guardian, or custodian of the child

by order of a juvenile court, excluding commitments to the division of youth services, the court

shall in its orders: 

(1)  State whether removal of the child is necessary to protect the child and the reasons

therefor; 

(2)  Describe the services available to the family before removal of the child, including

in-home services; 

(3)  Describe the efforts made to provide those services relevant to the needs of the family

before the removal of the child; 

(4)  State why efforts made to provide family services described did not prevent removal



Unofficial

Bill

Copy

of the child; and 

(5)  State whether efforts made to prevent removal of the child were reasonable, based

upon the needs of the family and child.

6.  If continuation of reasonable efforts, as described in this section, is determined by the

division to be inconsistent with establishing a permanent placement for the child, the division

shall take such steps as are deemed necessary by the division, including seeking modification of

any court order to modify the permanency plan for the child.

7.  The division shall not be required to make reasonable efforts, as defined in this section,

but has the discretion to make reasonable efforts if a court of competent jurisdiction has

determined that: 

(1)  The parent has subjected the child or any child of the parent to a severe act or

recurrent acts of physical, emotional or sexual abuse toward the child, including an act of incest,

or the acts were committed by another person under circumstances that indicate that

the parent knew or should have known that such acts were being committed toward

the child or any child of the parent; or 

(2)  The parent has: 

(a)  Committed murder of another child of the parent; 

(b)  Committed voluntary manslaughter of another child of the parent; 

(c)  Aided or abetted, attempted, conspired or solicited to commit such a murder or

voluntary manslaughter; or 

(d)  Committed a felony assault that resulted in serious bodily injury to the child or to

another child of the parent; or 

(3)  The parent's parental rights to a sibling have been involuntarily terminated.

8.  If the court determines that reasonable efforts, as described in this section, are not

required to be made by the division, the court shall hold a permanency hearing within thirty

days after the court has made such determination.  The division shall complete whatever steps

are necessary to finalize the permanent placement of the child.

9.  The division may concurrently engage in reasonable efforts, as described in this

section, while engaging in such other measures as are deemed appropriate by the division to

establish a permanent placement for the child.

630.605.  1.  The department shall establish a placement program for persons affected by

a mental disorder, mental illness, mental retardation, developmental disability or alcohol or drug

abuse.  The department may utilize residential facilities, day programs and specialized services

which are designed to maintain a person who is accepted in the placement program in the least

restrictive environment in accordance with the person's individualized treatment, habilitation or

rehabilitation plan.  The department shall license, certify and fund, subject to appropriations, a

continuum of facilities, programs and services short of admission to a department facility to



Unofficial

Bill

Copy

accomplish this purpose.

2.  The department of social services or the court may refer children to the

department of mental health for assessment.  If such assessment indicated that the

child referred is affected by a mental disorder, mental illness, mental retardation,

developmental disability, or alcohol or drug abuse, the department of mental health

shall not refuse appropriate care including residential treatment services, if required,

to such child.
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