FIRST REGULAR SESSION
HOUSE COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR
SENATE COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR

SENATE BILL NO. 515

91ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Reported from the Committee on Local Government and Related Matters, April 12, 2001, with recommendation that the House
Committee Substitute for Senate Committee Substitute for Senate Bill No. 515 Do Pass.

TED WEDEL, Chief Clerk
2013L.05C

ANACT

To repeal sections 59.310 and 59.313, RSMo 2000, relating to. county recorders of deeds, and to enact
in lieu thereof three'new sections reating to the same subject, with an effective date.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Sections 59.310 and 59.313, RSMo 2000, are repealed and three new sections
enacted in lieu thereof, to be known as sections 59.005, 59.310 and 59.313, to read as follows:

59.005. As used in this chapter, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise, the
following terms mean:

(1) "Document” or "instrument”, any writing or drawing presented to the recorder of
deedsfor recording;

(2) "File", "filed" or "filing", the act of delivering or transmitting a document to the
recorder of deedsfor recording into the official public record;

(3) "Grantor" or "grantee", thenamesof the partiesinvolved in thetransaction used to
create the recording index;

(4) "Legal description”, includes but isnot limited tothelot or partsthereof, block, plat
or replat number, plat book and page and the name of any r ecor ded plat or a metes and bounds
description with acreage, if stated in the description, or the quarter/quarter section, and the
section, township and rangeof property, or any combination ther eof. Theaddressof theproperty

shall not be accepted as legal description;

(5) "Legible", all text, seals, drawings, signaturesor other content within the document
must be capable of producing a clear and readableimage from record, regar dless of the process
used for recording;

(6) "Page', any writing, printing or drawing printed on onesideonly covering all or part
of the page, not larger than eight and one-half inchesin width and eleven inchesin height for

pages other than a plat or survey;
(7) "Record", "recorded” or "recording", therecording of a document into the official

EXPLANATION — Matter enclosed in bold faced brackets[thus] in thisbill isnot enacted and isintended
to be omitted in thelaw.



public record, regardless of the process used;

(8 "Recorder of deeds', the separate recorder of deeds in those counties where
separate from the circuit clerk and the circuit clerk and ex officio recorder of deeds in those
counties wher e the offices ar e combined.

59.310. 1. The county recorder of deeds may refuse any document presented for
recor ding that does not meet the following requirements:

(1) Thedocument shall consist of one or moreindividual pages printed only on onesde
and not permanently bound nor in a continuous form. The document shall not have any
attachment stapled or other wiseaffixed to any pageexcept asnecessary tocomply with statutory
requirements, provided that adocument may be stapled together for presentation for recording;
alabe that isfirmly attached with a bar code.or return address may be accepted for recording;

(2) Thesizeof print or typeshall.not. besmaller than eight-point typeand shall bein black
or dark ink. Should any document presented for recording contain type smaller than eight-point
type, such document shall be accompanied by an exact typewritten copy not smaller than eight-
point typeto be recorded contemporaneoudly as additional pages of the document;

(3) The document must be of sufficient legibility to produce a clear and legible
reproduction thereof. Should any document not be of sufficient legibility to produce a clear and
legible reproduction, such document shall be accompanied by an exact typewritten copy not
smaller than eight-point type to be recorded contemporaneoudy as additional pages of the
document;

(4) Thedocument shall be on white paper or light-colored of not lessthan twenty-pound
weight without watermarksor other visble inclusions, except for plats and surveys, which may
be on materialssuch asmylar or velum. All text within the document shall be of sufficient color
and clarity to ensurethat when thetext isreproduced from record, it shall bereadable;

(5) All signatureson a document shall be in black or dark ink, such that such signatures
shall be of sufficient color and clarity to ensure that when the text isreproduced from record, it
shall bereadable, and shall havethe corresponding nametyped, printed or ssamped under neath
said sgnature. Thetypingor printing of any nameor theapplying of an embossed or inked stamp
shall not cover or otherwise materially:interfere with any part of the document except where
provided for by law;

(6) Thedocumentsshall haveatop margin of at least threeinchesof vertical spacefrom
left toright, to bereserved for therecorder of deeds certification and use. All other marginson
the document shall be a minimum of three-fourths of one inch on all sdes. Nonessential
information such as form numbers, page numbers or customer notations may be placed in the
margin. A document may be recorded if a minor portion of a seal or incidental writing extends
beyond the margins. Therecorder of deeds will not incur any liability for not showing any seal
or information that extends beyond the mar gins of the per manent ar chival record.

2. Every document containing any of theitemslisted in this subsection that ispresented
for recording, except platsand surveys, shall have such information on thefirst page below the
three-inch horizontal margin:

(1) Thetitle of the document;

(2) Thedate of the document;

(3) All grantors names,



(4) All grantees names,

(5) Any statutory addr esses;

(6) Thelegal description of the property; and

(7) Reference book and pagesfor statutory requirements, if applicable.

If there is not sufficient room on the first page for all of the information required by this
subsection, the page reference within the document wher e the information is set out shall be
stated on thefirst page.

3. From January 1, 2002, documentswhich do not meet therequirementsset forth in this
section may berecorded for an additional fee of twenty-five dollar s, which shall be deposited in
therecorders fund established pursuant to subsection 1 of section 59.319.

4. Documents which are.exempt from.format requirements and which the recorder of
deeds may record include the following:

(1) Documentswhich weresigned prior to January 1, 2002,

(2) Military separation papers;

(3) Documents executed outside the United States;

(4) Certified copies of documents, including birth and death certificates;

(5) Any document where one of the original parties is deceased or otherwise
incapacitated; and

(6) Judgmentsor other documents formatted.to meet court requirements.

5. Any document rejected by a recorder of deeds shall be returned to the preparer or
presenter accompanied by an explanation of the reason it could not be recorded.

6. Recorder of deedsshall be allowed feesfor their services asfollows:

(1) For recording every deed or instrument: five dollarsfor the first page and three
dollarsfor each page thereafter except for platsand surveys,

(2) For copyingor reproducing any recorded instrument, except surveysand plats. afee
not to exceed two dollarsfor thefirst page and one dollar for each page ther eafter;

(3) For every certificate and seal, except when recording an instrument: onedollar;

(4) For recording aplat or survey of asubdivision, outletsor condominiums: twenty-five
dollars for each sheet of drawingsor calculationsbased on asizenot to exceed twenty-four inches
in width by eighteen inchesin height. For recording asurvey of oneor moretracts. fivedollars
for each sheet of drawings or calculations based on a size not to exceed twenty-four inchesin
width by eighteen inchesin height. Any plat or survey larger than eighteen inchesby twenty-four
inches shall be counted asan additional sheet for each additional eighteen inchesby twenty-four
inches, or fraction thereof, plusfive dollars per page of other material;

(5) For copying aplat or survey of oneor moretracts. afee not to exceed five dollars
for each sheet of drawings and calculations not larger than twenty-four inches in width and
eighteen inchesin height and one dollar for each page of other material;

(6) For adocument which releases or assigns morethan oneitem: fivedollarsfor each
item beyond onereeased or assigned in addition to any other chargeswhich may apply;

(7) For every certified copy of amarriage license or application for a marriage license:
two dollars,

(8) For duplicate copies of the recordsin a medium other than paper, the recorder of



deeds shall set a reasonable fee not to exceed the costs associated with document search and
duplication; and

(9) For all other use of equipment, personnel servicesand officefacilities, therecorder
of deeds may set areasonable fee.

59.313. 1. Therecorder of deedsin acity not within a county may refuse any document
presented for recording that does not meet the following requirements:

(1) Thedocument shall consist of one or moreindividual pages not per manently bound
nor in a continuous form. The document shall not have any attachment stapled or otherwise
affixed to any page except asnecessary to comply with statutory requirements, provided that a
document may be stapled together for presentation for recording; alabel that isfirmly attached
with a bar code or return address may be accepted for recording;

(2) Thesizeof print or typeshall.not. besmaller than eight-point typeand shall bein black
or dark ink. Should any document presented for recording contain type smaller than eight-point
type, such document shall be accompanied by an exact typewritten copy not smaller than eight-
point typeto be recorded contemporaneoudly as additional pages of the document;

(3) The document must be of sufficient legibility to produce a clear and legible
reproduction thereof. Should any document not be of sufficient legibility to produce a clear and
legible reproduction, such document shall be accompanied by an exact typewritten copy not
smaller than eight-point type to be recorded contemporaneoudy as additional pages of the
document;

(4) Thedocument shall be on white or-light-colored paper of not lessthan twenty-pound
weight without watermarksor other visble inclusions, except for plats and surveys, which may
be on materialssuch asmylar or velum. All text within the document shall be of sufficient color
and clarity to ensurethat when thetext isreproduced from record, it shall bereadable;

(5) All signatureson a document shall be in black or dark ink, such that such signatures
shall be of sufficient color and clarity to ensure that when the text isreproduced from record, it
shall bereadable, and shall havethe corresponding nametyped, printed or ssamped under neath
said sgnature. Thetypingor printing of any nameor theapplying of an embossed or inked stamp
shall not cover or otherwise materially. interfere with any part of the document, except where
provided for by law;

(6) Every document, except platsand surveys, shall have atop margin of at least three
inches of vertical space from left toright, to be reserved for the recorder of deeds certification
and use. All other margins on the document shall be a minimum of three-fourths of oneinch on
all sdes. Nonessential information such asform numbers, page numbersor customer notations
may be placed in the margin. A document may be recorded if a minor portion of a seal or
incidental writing extends beyond the margins. The recorder of deedswill not incur any liability
for not showing any seal or information that extends beyond the margins of the permanent
archival record.

2. Every document containing any of theitems listed in thissubsection that ispresented
for recording, except plats and surveys, shall have such information on thefirst page below the
threeinch horizontal line:

(1) Thetitle of the document;

(2) Thedate of the document;



(3) All grantors names,

(4) All grantees names,

(5 Any statutory addresses,

(6) Thelegal description or descriptions of the property; and

(7) Referencebook and pagefor statutory requirements, if applicable.

If thereisnot sufficient room on thefir st pagefor all therequired information, the pager eference
within the document wher e the information is set out shall be placed on thefirst page.

3. From January 1, 2002, documentswhich do not meet therequirementsset forth in this
section may berecorded for an additional fee of twenty-five dollars, which shall be deposited in
therecorders fund established pursuant to subsection 1 of section 59.319.

4. Documents which are exempt from format requirements and which the recorder of
deeds may record include the following:

(1) Documentswhich weresigned prior to January 1, 2002;

(2) Military separation papers;

(3 Documents executed outside the United States;

(4) Certified copies of documents, including birth and death certificates;

(5 Any document where one of the original parties is deceased or otherwise
incapacitated; and

(6) Judgmentsor other documents formatted to meet court requirements.

5. Any document regected by.a recorder.of deeds shall be returned to the preparer or
presenter accompanied by an explanation of the reason it could not be recorded.

6. Recorder of deedsshall be allowed feesfor their servicesasfollows:

(1) Forrecordingevery deed or instrument: ten dollarsfor thefirst pageand fivedollars
for each page thereafter;

(2) For copyingor reproducing any recor ded instrument, except surveysand plats. three
dollarsfor thefirst page and two dollarsfor each page ther eafter;

(3) For every certificate and seal, except when recording an instrument: two dollars;

(4) For recording aplat or survey of a subdivision, outlotsor condominiums: forty-four
dollars for each sheet of drawings and-calculations based on a size of not to exceed twenty-four
inchesin width by eighteen inchesin height, plusten dollarsfor each page of other materials;

(5) For recording a survey of onetract of land, in the form of one sheet not to exceed
twenty-four inchesin width by eighteen inchesin height: eight dollars;

(6) For copying aplat or survey: eight dollarsfor each page;

(7) For every certified copy of amarriage license or application for a marriage license:
fivedollars;

(8) For releasing on themargin: eight dollarsfor each item released,;

(9) For adocument which releasesor assignsmor ethan oneitem: seven dollarsand fifty
centsfor each item beyond onereeased or assigned in addition to any other chargeswhich may
apply; and

(210) For duplicateredsof microfilm: thirty dollarseach. For all other use of equipment,
personnel services and office space the recorder of deeds shall set attendant fees.

[59.310. 1. Asusedinthissection, "page’ meansany writing, printing or drawing covering dl or
part of one sde of a paper, other than aplat, not larger than 8 2inches x 14 inches, or of aplat not larger



than 18 inches x 24 inches, with the following conditions:

(1) Should sufficient space not be provided for the necessary recording information and
certification on adocument, said recording information and certification shal be placed on an added sheet
and such sheet shall be counted as a page;

(2) Theszeof print or type on any document to be recorded shal not be smaller than 8 paint.
Should any document to be recorded contain type smdler than 8 point, such document must be
accompanied by an exact typewritten copy thereof which will be recorded contemporaneoudy with the
document;

(3) The document must be of sufficient legibility so asto produce aclear and legible reproduction
thereof. Should adocument not be of sufficient legibility so asto produce aclear and legible reproduction,
such document must be accompanied by an exact typewritten copy thereof which will be recorded
contemporaneoudy with the document;

(4) Any attachment which extends the length of the page, and-any deed or document larger than
8 Y2 inches x 14 inches, other than a plat or survey, shal be counted as an additiona page for each
additiona 8 2inches x 14 inchesor fraction thereof. Any plat or survey larger than 18 inchesx 24 inches
shall be counted as an additiona page for each additiona 18 inches x 24 inches or fraction thereof.

2. Any sgnature on a document shal have the corresponding name typed, printed or samped
underneeth said signature.

3. Recorders shall be allowed fees for their services asfollows:

(1) For recording every deed or.instrument:..$5.00 for the first page and $3.00 for each page
thereefter;

(2) For copying or reproducing any recorded instrument except surveys or plats. afee not to
exceed $2.00 for the first page and $1.00 for every page theresfter;

(3) For every certificate and sedl, except when recording an instrument: $1.00;

(4) For recording a plat or survey of a subdivison, outlots or condominiums. $25.00 for each
page of drawings and ca culations plus $5.00 for each page of other materid,;

(5) For recording a survey of onetract of land, in the form of one page: $5.00 per page;

(6) For copying aplat or survey: afee not to exceed $5.00 for each page;

(7) For every certified copy of amarriage license or gpplication for amarriage license: $2.00.
The only additiond fee over and above thisis the $1.00 state user fee on al documents that convey redl
edtate, and a 25-cent fee for identifying each note to an instrument when a document is recorded that
cregtes alien againg the red edtate)]

[59.313. 1. Asused in this sectionfor recording in the office of the recorder of deeds of any city
not within a county, "page’ means any writing, printing or drawing covering dl or part of one Sde of a
paper, other than aplat not larger than 8 “2inches x 14 inches, or of aplat not larger than 18 x 24 inches,
with the following conditions

(1) Should sufficient space not be provided for the necessary recording information and
certification on a document, said recording information and certification shall be placed on an added sheet
and such sheet shdl be counted as a page;

(2) Thesizeof print or type on any document to be recorded shal not be smaller than 8 point.
Should any document to be recorded contain type smdler than 8 point, such document must be
accompanied by an exact typewritten copy thereof which will be recorded contemporaneoudy with the
document. Such additiona documents shal be recorded at the same cost as an origind;



(3) The document must be of sufficient legibility so asto produce aclear and legible reproduction
thereof. Should adocument not be of sufficient legibility so asto produce aclear and legible reproduction,
such document must be accompanied by an exact typewritten copy thereof which will be recorded
contemporaneoudy with the document;

(4) Any atachment which extends the length of the page, and any deed or document larger than
8 Y2 inches x 14 inches, other than a plat or survey, shal be counted as an additiona page for each
additional 8 2inchesx 14 inchesor fraction thereof. Any plat or survey larger than 18 inchesx 24 inches
shall be counted as an additiona page for each additiona 18 inches x 24 inches or fraction thereof.

2. Any dgnature on a document shdl have the corresponding name typed, printed or sSamped
underneeth the Signature.

3. Therecorder of deedsin any city not within a county shal be alowed fees for his services as
follows

(1) For recording every deed or instrument: $10.00 for the first page and $5.00 for each page
theresfter;

(2) For copying or reproducing any recorded instrument, except surveysand plats: $3.00 for the
first page and $2.00 for each page theresfter;

(3) For every certificate and seal, except when recording an instrument:  $2.00;

(4) For recording a plat or survey of a subdivison, outlots or condominiums. $44.00 for each
page of drawings and calculations plus $10.00 for each page of other materids;

(5) For recording asurvey of onetract of land, inthe form of one page: $8.00;

(6) For copying aplat or survey: $38.00 for each page;

(7) For every certified copy of amarriage license or application for amarriage license: $5.00;

(8) For reeasing on the margin: $8.00 for each item released;

(9) For adocument which releases or assigns more than oneitem: $7.50 for each item beyond
one released or assigned in addition to any other charges which may apply; and

(10) For duplicate reels of microfilm: $30.00 each. For al other personnd services, use of
equipment and use of office space the recorder of deeds shall set attendant fees|

Section B. The enactment of section 59.005 and the repeal and reeanctment of sections 59.310
and 59.313 shall become effective January:1, 2002.



