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Campaign on court plan amendment continues despite pullback by proponents

By Dale Singer, Beacon staff 

12:05 am on Thu, 10.25.12

Proponents of a plan to change the way Missouri chooses appellate judges say they have given up trying to pass the amendment in next month’s election, but those who are lined up against the changes are still pressing their case.

Backers of Amendment 3 announced earlier this month that because of what they considered to be “deliberately deceptive and hopelessly biased ballot language written by Secretary of State Robin Carnahan,” they were dropping their campaign for the measure.

That hasn’t stopped the opposing group, known as the Missourians for Fair and Impartial Courts Committee, from trying to tell voters that the changes the amendment would bring would make appellate judges more susceptible to political and financial pressure.

Former Missouri Supreme Court Judge William Ray Price – one of six former members of the high court who have helped in the campaign against the amendment – said he isn’t necessarily against any changes in what has come to be known as the Missouri Plan and has been adopted by many other states.

But, he told the Beacon, the provisions in Amendment 3 are the wrong way to go.

“I would be more than happy to look at any changes that would add more balance, add more transparency and take things further from politics and contributions,” said Price, who is now with the law firm Armstrong Teasdale.

“What is not worth looking at are changes that make it ideologically focused. You want a judge to come into a lawsuit to be fair. You don’t want a judge coming in from an ideological point of view or looking toward the next campaign contributions.”

Those in favor of the amendment, who have campaigned as a group known as Better Courts for Missouri, say they need to fall back, regroup and figure out what their next step will be. Spokesman James Harris said that because of the misleading wording on the ballot, they needed to sit this one out.

But he had two words for the claim by the opponents that his group is trying to inject politics into the judge selection process: "It's laughable."

William G. Eckhardt, a law professor at the University of Missouri-Kansas City whose work has been cited by Harris' group, says the current plan is “old, weak, elite, clubbish and needs to be upgraded.”

He told the Beacon that Amendment 3 “is the slightest of tweaks of the current system. It’s certainly not an attack on the system. It’s not even a radical change. But when you couple that with the Missouri Bar’s refusing to even come to the table and talk about it, what they are doing is paving the way toward judicial elections. Nobody likes that.”

The amendment and the ballot language
The changes included in Amendment 3, which would require a simple majority for passage on Nov. 6, would involve only how Missouri chooses judges for the Supreme Court and the state appellate courts. Circuit courts in the St. Louis, Kansas City and Springfield areas that use the plan would not be affected, and the method now used to vote on retention of judges would remain the same.

What the amendment would do is change the makeup of the commission that forwards names to the governor to fill vacancies on the appellate courts. 

Currently, that seven-member panel is made up of three members of the Missouri Bar, three people chosen by the governor and the state’s chief justice. The terms of the members are staggered, so not all of the governor’s picks are chosen during the same term.

Under the amendment, the panel would include four people named by the governor, all to four-year terms during his or her term, plus three members of the Bar. The chief justice’s spot would be replaced by a retired judge who would not have a vote.

Those changes may seem minor and straightforward. The dispute came when Secretary of State Robin Carnahan’s office released the ballot language summarizing the amendment’s provisions. It says:

“Shall the Missouri Constitution be amended to change the current nonpartisan selection of supreme court and court of appeals judges to a process that gives the governor increased authority to:

appoint a majority of the commission that selects these court nominees; and

appoint all lawyers to the commission by removing the requirement that the governor's appointees be nonlawyers?"

Proponents of the measure fought that language in court, saying it does not spell out the true intent of the changes. But the wording was upheld at the circuit and appellate court levels.

The amendment was put on the ballot by the General Assembly; you can read the complete language here.

Politics and money
Reports filed this month by both sides with the Missouri Ethics Commission showed that proponents of Amendment 3 had raised $80,000 and had $28,000 on hand; opponents had raised nearly $614,000 and had $534,000 on hand.

Price said that the opposition will continue to work to convince Missourians that the changes aren’t a good idea.

“I think they decided not to push this particular amendment because it’s so silly,” he said. “I don’t know why they didn’t come to that conclusions sooner, or come forward with a more thoughtful proposal. It’s something the people of Missouri are just not going to support, and no matter how much they spent, they just weren’t going to win.”

When the other side backed off its campaign, he added, “our level of anxiety may have lowered just a bit, but our strategy didn’t.”

He said that those who want to change the plan have been working for 10 years with their ultimate goal being the election of judges – something that the court plan was designed to do away with when it was passed deades ago.

Price said the changes in the amendment “would take away the checks and balances that are in the system now. They are trying to get one-stop shopping – if we can make enough donations to the governor, we can get whom we want in there.”

He said the ballot language is accurate, adding that “I haven’t seen a ballot language yet that everybody likes.” And he acknowledged that while the nonpartisan court plan can never truly remove politics from judicial selection, the current system works well.

“You have three lawyers, three people who can’t be lawyers and the chief justice. All of this acts as a sieve to get the best candidates; then the governor can appoint whoever he wants. Ultimately they go to the people for retention, so they have checks and balances on who stays.”

Harris, on the other side, says polls have shown that Missourians don't like the judicial selection plan that carries their state's name, and other states that have adopted it have changed it significantly.

"It's not supported by our citizens," he said. "That is why we have seen the plaintiff bar fight to keep any sort of reform from making the ballot, because they know people don't support the status quo.

"It is a relic, from the 1940s, an era where they wanted to move decisions away from citizens and give them to certain groups that they thought may know better. I think that the majority of citizens don't support that though. It's outdated."

Harris said the fact that the Bar opposes even what he considers to be the minor changes in Amendment 3 shows the other side's true motives.

"Anything that weakens their influence or their powers is potentially bad for their financial interests or their efforts to help get their friends on the courts," he said. "It's a good old boys club whose era has gone by."

Next stop: Judicial elections?
Eckhardt, the law professor whose work has been cited by proponents of the measure, said that the amendment is really just one step in an ongoing battle over how the court plan should look in the future. Despite the outcome next month, he said, the struggle is likely to continue.

“There’s a fight among reformers about whether to continue with the Missouri Plan or get elections,” he said. “If we moderates lose, we’re going to have elections.”

He said that Amendment 3 would make the governor more accountable in ways that whoever is serving in that office is not now. He pointed to how often the nominees forwarded to fill appellate court vacancies have belonged to the same party as the governor over the past 20 years.

He calls the changes in Amendment 3 “a technical matter. To educate the public takes lots of time and effort and money. The Bar is stonewalling. There would have been a hellacious fight if they hadn’t tinkered with the ballot language. When they did, the people who fund the campaign said we’re not going to spend the $4 milliion or $5 million it would take. We’ll just come back next time and get different reform.”

That fallback position, Eckhardt said, is an all-out push for judicial elections.

“This has been the most interesting fight,” he said. “I would have assumed we all want good judicial selection, and I would assume the Bar would want it more than anybody else. Why, with an old creaky law that even the chief justice says needs changes, can’t they come to the table and try to come to an agreement?

“It may go through. The language is so unfairly written, I don’t see how it can. But it might. It depends upon turnout. It depends upon lots of stuff. This need not be a partisan issue. It’s the Republicans whose toes have been pinched, but the law itself just screams.”

Reps try to block Dems from Mo House comebacks

By Jason Rosenbaum, Beacon staff 

7:28 am on Wed, 10.24.12

For state Rep. Scott Dieckhaus, the biggest threat to the record-breaking Republican majority in the Missouri House is a bunch of “zombies.”

No, the outgoing Washington Republican lawmaker isn’t afraid of an undead apocalypse. Rather Dieckhaus is referring to former Democratic legislators who decided to return to an electoral battlefield radically reshaped by redistricting.

From south St. Louis County to Jefferson County to the Bootheel, some of Missouri’s most competitive state House contests are rematches from 2010. That’s the year that Republicans won a staggering 17 seats in the House, bringing the party within three votes of the 109 needed to override a gubernatorial veto.

While Republicans may not be able to top that performance, Dieckhaus – the chairman of the House Republican Campaign Committee – said the goal this time around is to keep Democratic gains in check.

“With the map overall, Republicans and Democrats are disappointed, which tells me it’s close to a 'zero sum' game,” said Dieckhaus, who is not running for re-election. “The way I look at it, we probably overperformed two years ago and probably got a couple of seats that in most election cycles we wouldn’t get. My gut tells me we’re probably going to lose a couple of seats. If we come back 100-plus or 102 or 104, I think we’re pretty happy.”

One challenge for both parties is that the power of incumbency isn’t necessarily in play. Because of redistricting, some sitting legislators are running in districts where they don't reside.

“This year in Missouri and across the country, it’s going to get back to normal,” said state Rep. John Rizzo, a Kansas City Democrat who co-chairs the House Democratic Campaign Committee. “You’re not going to see these huge, prevailing sweeps like we’ve seen in the past six or eight years. I think this is going to be the first year where it kind of sweeps back to the middle.”

But Democratic expectations are tempered for a couple of reasons: The first is that Republicans have more money, which helps fund direct mail, television commercials and radio spots. And Democratic incumbents running in rural areas are facing stiff challenges for re-election.

Familiar names hope for comeback

Perhaps there’s no better example of Dieckhaus’ “zombie” analogy than south St. Louis County's 94th District. That’s where state Rep. Cloria Brown, R-St. Louis County, is squaring off once again with Democrat Vicki Lorenz Englund.

Englund defeated Brown in 2008 but lost in a 2010 re-match. This contest is the very definition of a “rubber match,” a term to describe the decisive game in a three-game series.

“There are very few surprises in terms of what each of us is capable of as far as fundraising goes – and we’re pretty known quantities in what our name recognition and ID is,” Englund said. 

While the candidates are the same, Englund says, the district has changed. It became more Democratic after redistricting but also includes unfamiliar territory for both candidates. Englund also was elected to a seat on the Lindbergh School Board, which she says “kept her name out” in the community.

For her part, Brown said residents are getting the rare chance to choose between candidates with distinct voting records.

“The first one, they didn’t have an idea about either one except what we said when we filled out surveys,” Brown said. “And with the second one, they had her voting record and my survey-type of information. But by this time, if they choose to look at it, they have a real understanding as to the difference between the two of us.”

While Englund says that she hears often about education funding from voters, Brown said constituents tend to be more aware of national issues than what’s transpiring on a state level.

“They think more about Washington, D.C., than about Jefferson City,” Brown said. “Because they see the problems as I see it: The problems really is the uncertainty at a national level. And once that uncertainty is not so uncertain, maybe things will happen differently in our area. But that’s what I’m hearing from the businesspeople: They really are ready to hire people. They have the work. But they reluctant to do it because they don’t know what the Affordable Care Act is going to do. And they don’t want to hire someone that they’ll have to turn around and fire.”

Englund isn't the only former Democratic legislator trying for a comeback.

· Former state Rep. Rebecca McClanahan, D-Kirksville, is running against Republican Nate Walker. Walker, who also served in the Missouri House, stepped back into the political fold after Rep. Zach Wyatt, R-Kirksville, announced he wouldn’t run for a second term.

· Former state Sen. Ken Jacob, D-Columbia, is locked in a competitive state House contest for a mid-Missouri House seat with Republican Caleb Rowden. Jacob's political career seemed over after he lost bids for lieutenant governor in 2004 and U.S. Congress in 2008, but he's raised more money than Rowden in a district that both Dieckhaus and Rizzo say is competitive. 

· Former state Rep. Wayne Henke, D-Troy, is facing Republican nominee Robert Cornejo in a district that includes Lincoln and St. Charles counties. Henke lost a state Senate bid in 2006 to Sen. Scott Rupp, R-St. Charles.

· Former state Rep. Charlie Norr, D-Springfield, is once again taking on state Rep. Melissa Leach, R-Springfield. Both parties see Springfield as competitive territory, especially after redistricting.

· Former state Rep. Tom Todd, D-Campbell, is running again against Rep. Kent Hampton, R-Malden. The Bootheel-based district is traditionally Democratic and could be competitive this year.

"What you're going to see is a quality versus quantity proposition," Englund said. "As the minority party and as the party that has a third of the House for example, we clearly need our quantity up. And we're working very hard to do that. However, what we're lacking in quantity, we will make up in quality."

Englund said redistricting helped some to decide to "put their hat back in the ring." She added, "It wasn't a great process overall, but in some particular cases that's why some of us decided to run again."

Brown said she is banking on connecting with south St. Louis County's conservative voters. "The people in south county are conservative -- and I'm conservative," said Brown, adding that voters may also be attracted to her accessibility as a legislator.

Unsettled terrain

Many House seats in St. Louis and parts of St. Louis County were effectively decided in the August primary.

Most candidates who won Democratic primaries in districts in the city and northern and eastern St. Louis County are running unopposed. Many Republicans running in the western part of St. Louis County or in St. Charles County are heavily favored to win re-election.

The main exception is the 90th District contest between state Rep. Rick Stream, R-Kirkwood, and Democrat Deb Lavender. While the district is fairly evenly split between the two parties, Stream may be helped by being designated as the next chairman of the House Budget Committee. 
Lavender, a physical therapist who ran against Stream in 2008 and 2010, has made improving women’s health care a cornerstone of her campaign. Stream, a former member of the Kirkwood School Board, is touting endorsements from education groups such as the Missouri National Education Association and the Missouri State Teachers Association.
In the south St. Louis County's 92nd District, Democrat Genise Montecillo and Republican Al Faulstich are running on terrain that's become a bit more Republican after redistricting.

In the 70th District, Republican Eugene Dokes is running against Democrat Bill Otto. Because the district includes both GOP-leaning St. Charles County and Democratic municipalities such as Hazelwood, Bridgeton and Maryland Heights, it could be competitive for the foreseeable future.

Dokes, a real estate broker who recently served as chairman of the St. Charles Republican Central Committee, said he's trying to emphasize his business experience to appeal to voters.

“I just let them know first of all that this will be my first time holding office; I am not a career politician,” Dokes said. “My full background is in job creation. I’m a business owner. I have three degrees in business – my undergrad, my master's and most recently my doctorate. While earning my doctorate for the last two years, I actually researched how we can create jobs in this area. So I know what it takes to get jobs into this area.”

Otto, a former air traffic control operator who served as a city councilman in Bridgeton and on boards in St. Charles, said fostering economic growth is “like the mainstay for anybody.” But like Englund, Otto said people are concerned about education.

“Yesterday, I had a gentleman ask me about what I was going to do when I was at a door in Chesterfield,” Otto said. “And I said ‘jobs’ and started that. And then I said ‘education’ – and he took over. He was so engaged about education. He had ideas. He had proposals.”

“It seems to go to education,” he added. “I can either lead it, or I let them talk. And a lot of times it goes back to education.”

Optimism in Jefferson County

If Democrats are to gain any significant ground, they'll have to prevail in Jefferson County. 

The traditionally Democratic county went in a decidedly Republican direction two years ago when it elected a GOP county executive and Democrats lost some state House seats.

Now, three of the defeated Democrats -- Jeff Roorda, Michael Frame and Sam Komo -- are running again. Rizzo, who called the area “extremely important,” said Democratic candidates could benefit from Gov. Jay Nixon’s presence on the ticket. Nixon hails from De Soto in Jefferson County.

“Jeff County goes as Nixon goes,” Rizzo said. “When Jay runs at the top of the ticket well, Jeff County does well for us. Obviously, when Jay wasn’t on the ticket two years ago, we did very poorly in Jeff County. When you’re talking about the majority of the seats that we lost in '10, a lot of them came from Jeff County in that sweep of Republicans.”

Komo is locked in a re-match with state Rep. John McCaherty, R-High Ridge. And Roorda and Frame are in an unusual position compared to other former Democratic lawmakers. The Republicans who beat them in 2010 – state Reps. Paul Curtman, R-Pacific, and Paul Wieland, R-Imperial – are seeking re-election in different districts. 

Frame, who is running against Republican Derrick Good, said the electoral mood is much different from 2010. There could be an interesting dynamic at play, he said, if voters cast a ballot for GOP presidential hopeful Mitt Romney and Democratic statewide candidates like Nixon.

“My hope is that they’ll look at every individual race on its merits,” he said. “I feel completely confident that we’ll be celebrating victory on Election Day.”

Komo added that he, too, senses a different attitude from voters.

“I think in 2010, people were angry about what was going on federally," Komo said. "When you tried talking to people at the doors, they really didn’t want to engage. They didn’t really want to talk. They’d take your information. This election cycle, they seem more engaged with what’s going on.”

Both McCaherty and Good say Jefferson County's days as a Democratic stronghold are over. 

"Some of what you saw in '10 was a natural progression," said Good, an attorney. "Was the breadth of what happened in '10 surprising to everybody? Yeah, it was. But some of what happened in '10, some of us expected it because of the trends we have seen over the last 10 or 12 years.

"I don't think Jefferson County is ever going to return to the place of 'I'm a Democrat, therefore I win,'" he added.

While McCaherty said there’s “obviously a huge push by the Democratic Party” to gain back ground in Jefferson County, he added that Republicans are gaining favor in a county that he says supports socially conservative candidates opposed to abortion.

“We’re focused on just working hard, knocking doors, making the phone calls and meeting people,” McCaherty said. “I think we’re going to be fine. I don’t think we’re going to see a huge turnover as far as the rep seats or anything else that was won in 2010. I think the area is growing more and more Republican, and as time goes on we’ll see that."

Playing defense

One major obstacle to Democratic gains in the House are the stiff challenges the party’s incumbents face in rural areas.

In northeast Missouri, for instance, state Reps. Paul Quinn, D-Monroe City, and Tom Shively, D-Shelbyville, are locked in tight races. Quinn is facing off against Frankford Republican Jim Hansen, while Shively was drawn into the same district as fellow state Rep. Lindell Shumake, R-Hannibal.

While northeast Missouri has been traditionally Democratic, it is trending more Republican in both national and state legislative races. An example: Republican Brian Munzlinger denied state Sen. Wes Shoemyer, D-Clarence, re-election two years ago.

In southeast Missouri, state Rep. Steve Hodges, D-East Prairie, is up against Republican nominee Neal Boyd who may have some name recognition from his first place finish on "America’s Got Talent."

Hodges may be a particular target after he voted against overriding a bill during veto session allowing companies to exclude abortion, contraception or sterilization from insurance coverage. The three-term lawmaker ultimately lost his endorsement from Missouri Right to Life.

Hodges, who initially voted for the bill in regular session, said his district’s troubling teen pregnancy rate convinced him to change course.

One major problem for Democrats is their substantial financial disadvantage. The House Republican Campaign Committee has close to $1.4 million while the House Democratic Campaign Committee has only $146,728.56.

Democratic efforts may also be hurt by the fact that Missouri Club for Growth – a group funded almost exclusively by retired financer Rex Sinquefield – is likely to contribute heavily to Republican candidates.

“Our fundraising capabilities will determine how many seats we can actively participate in,” Rizzo said. “If we are able to raise some money, I am hoping we are able to pick up five to seven seats. If we are pinching pennies, I’m hoping that we can pick up three or four.”

McClanahan urges residents to vote
Truman Index

Rebecca McClanahan, Democratic candidate for district three state representative, celebrated her birthday and reminded constituents about the importance of voting with less than two weeks until the election.

McClanahan chose to highlight the differences between her and her opponent, Republican Nate Walker, during her birthday bash Tuesday night at West Winery at Jackson Stables.

With the Nov. 6 election approaching, McClanahan is encouraging all registered voters to vote in the election because she said it could mean the difference in the state representative race.

During her speech, McClanahan said if all the registered voters in the district voted, that she would be able to win the election.

McClanahan won Adair County with 54.6 percent during the last presidential cycle. This area accounted for 73 percent of the total 15,795 district votes that were cast during 2008, according to the secretary of state’s website.

While McClanahan won the 2008 election with 8,626 votes, she was voted out of office during the 2010 midterm election while carrying 39.4 percent of the 11,217 votes cast, according to the Missouri Secretary of State’s website.

McClanahan’s campaign manager Zach Buckler said events such as the birthday bash and Wednesday’s health care roundtable are opportunities to connect with voters.

Buckler said about 80 people attended the event.

During her speech, McClanahan reminded attendees about her major issues including women’s health and the need for a strong advocate for higher education funding in the Missouri House Representatives.

McClanahan also discussed her commitment to women’s issues and her opposition to Missouri Senate Bill 749.

She talked about the purposed funding formula changes for higher education and explained how Truman State would not benefit as much from a formula that awards funding based off of total enrollment.

She highlighted the differences between the amount of outside money spent on her behalf compared to the money spent for Walker’s campaign.

“The people can speak, we can vote and nobody can buy that or take that away from us because of the money they have spent,” she said.

Senior Alec Kelley, McClanahan’s campaign staffer, said the campaign still is promoting its Friend-to-Friend program where people send post cards to other members of the community to encourage them to vote.

Kelley said he hopes this encouraged people to stay motivated during the last two-week push before the election.

“It’s been a long haul,” he said. “We started October of last year, so I hope [the birthday bash] was an energizing experience for people.”

Missouri's largest health care providers join statewide network of patient records

9 hours ago • By Michele Munz mmunz@post-dispatch.com 314-340-8263

The largest health care systems in Missouri are the first to participate in a statewide network that will allow health care providers to share electronic patient records with one another.

BJC Healthcare, Mercy and SSM Healthcare — which provide almost 40 percent of inpatient care in Missouri — are working with outstate providers Burrell Behavioral Health and Nevada Medical Clinic to begin a health information network. 

The aim of the network is to improve care, safety and efficiency by reducing errors and duplicating services. For example, if you live in St. Charles but get sick while on vacation in Branson, the doctor would be able to immediately access your medical history from your physician in St. Charles. Or if you end up in an emergency room unable to communicate, the doctor could access your current medications and allergies.

The effort has been in the works since spring 2011 with the formation of the Missouri Health Connection, a nonprofit governed by a board that includes members of state government, healthcare organizations, private practice physicians and consumer groups.

Missouri Health Connection "will empower physicians to provide care, whenever and wherever it's needed, armed with secure, real-time patient information," said director Mary Kasal.

The federal stimulus bill that passed in 2009 included more than $19 billion for states to increase the use of electronic health records, which research shows cuts costs and improves health outcomes. Missouri Health Connection won $13.8 million of the money.

While many health care systems have changed from paper charts to digital, only providers within each system can share information. The statewide exchange will use a secure program created to allow the different systems to share data. Only authorized users will have access.

Participating providers are implementing a system to securely send copies of requested records and tests to each other through an email-like message, communications director Mindy Mazur said. Eventually, providers will be able to type in a patient's name — with the patient's prior consent — and see the patient's history. Providers such as laboratories, clinics, pharmacies and nursing homes also can participate. 

"We look forward to the day when the entire state is connected through a secure and portable network for health care services that enhances patient care," said Kim Day, board chairman and regional president of Mercy Central Communities. 

Benefit packages change for University employees
Truman Index

University employees can expect a change in cost with their health benefits starting during January 2013.

An email was sent to all employees last week from University President Troy Paino, which notified Truman State’s approximate 750-person staff of the changes that are being implemented to the majority of the health insurance benefit packages to help combat a potential 20 percent increase in insurance rates.

“Since 2006, the University’s health insurance premiums have increased almost 34 [percent],” Paino said in the email.

“The national average is closer to $90 or $100, and we’re moving to $20 per month,” he said. “If you put that in the larger context, you can see that we’re still holding the line pretty well here.”

The $20 cost, Paino said, applies to “Plan A,” which is one of the three plans. Within each plan there are four categories: employee only, employee and spouse, employee and children, and family. The $20 per month charge would only apply to the employee only category within the Plan A.

Paino said this was a decision that no one wanted to make, but compared to the overall insurance packages available at other institutions of higher learning and businesses, he expects Truman will continue to remain competitive.

What plan each employee chooses is based on the individual.

The idea for changing the benefits package came after the University’s benefits consultants from Gallagher Benefits told them about the 20 to 21 percent increase in costs, Paino said.

“Basically, the University has been shouldering the burden of these cost increases for a long time,” he said. “Unfortunately, 20 to 21 percent was too high so we had to ask some of the employees to help shoulder the burden as well.”

Paino said the University still is covering 10 percent of the estimated 20 percent increase. He said between insurance and an increase in the Missouri State Retirement program, the University is seeing an additional $1.5 million increase in costs next year.

The effects of the benefit changes on the other categories are more complicated to assess, said Sally Herleth, executive director of Human Resources. She said the increases for the other plans depend on the dependents of the person who the employee’s plan is covering, though most likely the cost increase will be greater than the $20 for employee only plan.

“We also implemented, as part of a wellness program, a surcharge of $20 per month [for employees who are] tobacco users,” Herleth said.

The $20 for the tobacco users is independent from the $20 increase for employee only benefits, she said.

Currently, of the roundabout 750 employees at the University, Herleth said she expects 75 to 100 of them smoke. She said employees who participate in smoking cessation classes on campus will not have to pay the surcharge.

This is a long-term problem, which is why we’re trying to help employees to quit smoking and encourage them to lead a healthier lifestyle,” Paino said. “In the long haul it’s going to lower our cost if we have a healthier workforce. It’s not the only answer to the problem, but it’s part of it.”

History professor David Robinson said this is the first time during 22 years that his benefits have been changed, and though it’s a small amount now, he expects it could grow throughout the future.

“It doesn’t deter me from carrying on with my job,” he said. “But it worries me about the morale of the faculty and ability to attract anyone to come to Truman in the future.”

He said that Truman already has one of the lowest salary rates across the state, and has lower benefits than other universities, but now it could make the benefit package seem even less appealing.

Robinson said that during the last few years he has worked with several selection committees for potential new employees and has seen several interested people end up not taking the position because of the benefits package, causing the selection committee to have to choose candidates that weren’t their first choice.

During the last few months, Herleth said the administration has been working to minimize the financial impact on employees as much as possible.

“Our premiums are a result of our claims, and our claims and premiums are going up pretty dramatically every year,” she said. “This is just the way the industry is, and our claims in general.”
No Funds for Highway 50 Widening in Union

By Gregg Jones, Union Missourian Editor | Posted: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 4:45 pm 
Plans for a widened Highway 50 to Interstate 44 are still waiting a funding source, while work on other portions of the roadway in Missouri is under way.

Missouri Department of Transportation (MoDOT) officials broke ground Oct. 15, for the widening of nearly seven miles of Highway 50 in Osage County.

The highway will be widened to four driving lanes from the U.S. 63 junction to west of Linn. The $25.5 million project is scheduled to be completed by September 2014, according to an Associated Press report.

Now, Highway 50 is two lanes from Interstate 44 west to east of Progress Parkway. The highway is two lanes from Union west to Loose Creek, located east of Jefferson City, and four lanes throughout Jefferson City to California, Mo. West of California, Highway 50 is two lanes until Sedalia where it is four lanes west to Kansas City.

Highway 50 passes through seven counties between Sedalia and Union.

After the seven-mile stretch in Osage County is complete, there will be no funding available for additional widening of the 91 miles of two-lane Highway 50.

That includes Highway 50 east of Progress Parkway to I-44, as well as the highway west of Union throughout Franklin and Gasconade counties.

MoDOT Area Engineer Judy Wagner said there is no funding available for an additional expansion of the highway.

“Nothing else is planned,” she told The Missourian. “Funding seems to be the holdup.”

Union City Administrator Russell Rost said the city is part of a “Highway 50 Partnership,” but that group has not met since November 2010.

The group is seeking MoDOT funding to widen the road to four lanes the entire stretch from Sedalia to I-44.

Representatives of the group have said the project is justified because Highway 50 could act as a bypass for future construction on Interstates 70 and 44.

Rost added that he has made efforts to contact those spearheading the partnership, but his emails and phone calls have not been returned.

He noted that the city has met with Wagner to discuss design option of the Highway 50 and I-44 interchange. Funding is also not available for that project.

“We last met a year ago and looked at design options,” Rost said. “We were looking at different configurations for building a new interchange at 50 and 44.”

Phase I of a Highway 50 project was completed in 2010 and added three lanes on Highway 50, including one eastbound lane, one westbound lane and a turn lane. The project was a partnership between the city of Union, Franklin County and MoDOT.

In an agreement between the city and MoDOT prior to work on Phase I of the Highway 50 widening project, the entities agreed a second phase of work would extend the improvements to I-44.

The cost has been estimated at $88 million for Phase II which includes interchange work, and would include a local match.

“We still have an active agreement to do Highway 50,” Rost said, “it just hasn’t been acted on because of lack of funding.”

Upgrades to the Highway 50 corridor from Progress Parkway to I-44 is slated for funding in the draft of the East-West Gateway Council of Governments 2031-40 investment priority plan.

If the Highway 50 project is funded by the state as requested by the Highway 50 Partnership, Union may not be responsible for its portion of Phase II of the project.

Wagner has noted that she is continuing to look into upgrades at the Highway 50 and Highway AT intersection, but funding is not available for that project either.

She described the area as a “dangerous” intersection.
Flood projects progressing on both sides of Mississippi River

Thursday, October 25, 2012
By Keith Lewis ~ Southeast Missourian 

Progress is steadily being made with flood-recovery projects on both sides of the Mississippi River. 

Cairo, Ill., will be the beneficiary of a $7.8 million contract awarded by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for its flood-control projects, and officials in the Missouri counties of Mississippi and New Madrid are pleased with efforts to repair levees that were intentionally breached during last year's massive flooding. 

The contract for Cairo, the county seat of Alexander County, was awarded Friday to R.L. Persons Construction of Poplar Bluff, Mo., and the money will go toward construction of two landside earthen berms and a 4,200-foot slurry trench expected to reduce water seepage under the Ohio River levee. The funding is part of the ongoing $46 million recovery project performed under corps supervision for the city that saw record of flooding in 2011. 

"We're happy with the contract that has been awarded and the work that's been done so far," said Michael Caldwell, chairman of the Alexander County Board of Commissioners. "But we know we have a lot more work to do before it's all over." 

In addition to the new slurry trench and berm projects, Cairo already has a 7,200-foot slurry trench under construction along its Mississippi River levee that is expected to be completed in January. It has seen the completion of 28 relief wells along the same levee designed to further reduce water seepage, and another set of 30 relief wells near the city's floodwall are scheduled to be operational by September. 

Locals don't see the amount of funding Cairo has received as overkill. According to Alexander County engineer Jeff Denny, there had been problems with Cairo's flood-control system before the historic flood of 2011. 

"A lot of issues we had with the system hadn't been addressed in the years that led up to the flooding," Denny said. "When the floodwaters hit last year, the problems became obvious. Now we have the opportunity to set things right for a long time." 

Denny added he is hopeful the newly awarded contract, expected to represent the last of Cairo's projects, will be finished by the expected date of December 2013. 

Across the river in Missouri, work continues to rebuild breached levees. Their destruction in May 2011 submerged a large part of Mississippi County and sections of New Madrid County. 

"The weather has really been helpful right now," said Jim Pogue, spokesman for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers' Memphis district. "We fell a little behind with the rain we had a short while ago, but something like that had been factored into our plans. If need be, the contractors can work all day and night to get the jobs completed." 

Pogue was hopeful work on the levees, which he said will total more than $11 million, will be completed by the end of the year, restoring the levee to its full height of 62.5 feet on the Ohio River gauge at Cairo. 

"We understand the impact the flooding had on people's lives," he said. "We're just as anxious as they are to see this work through and have it in better shape than it was before the waters came. We want to see people's lives get back on track." 

Carlin Bennett, presiding commissioner of Mississippi County, said that he would also be happy for the projects to come to an end. 

"We had about 110,000 acres go under," Bennett said. "We had homes and farm property that were completely submerged. People are just now getting things together in the area affected by the flooding. The corps is confident, and we're confident, that work will be finished by December. We want our protection back, and I'll see that we get it." 

In New Madrid County, Presiding Commissioner Clyde Hawes shared Bennett's optimism. 

"I'm happy with the work done on the levee in New Madrid County," he said. "It was so unfortunate when that flood hit us. We had about 22,000 acres drowned by floodwater down here. Anytime you see homes and grain bins get washed away, it's sad." 
MDC proposes wildlife changes
Truman Index

The Missouri Department of Conservation Regulation committee approved two proposed amendments to the Wildlife Code of Missouri regarding deer breeding and hunting facilities in an effort to protect Missouri deer.

The two amendments will indefinitely suspend the authorization of permits for establishing new wildlife breeding and big-game hunting facilities housing white-tail deer or mule deer throughout the state in an effort to combat the spread of Chronic Wasting Disease in deer, said Randy Doman, MDC protection division field chief.

CWD is a neurological infection that attacks a deer’s nervous system tissue, such as the brain and spinal cord, said Marsha Jones, Adair County Conservation agent. She said scientists theorize that the disease is spread through nose-to-nose contact between deer and contact with infected feeding sources.

Jones said CWD is thought to have been brought into Missouri by infected deer transported from another state. Five wild deer with CWD have been found throughout Missouri. All cases were found within a six-county containment zone that includes Adair County, she said.

The goal of the amendments is to minimize the amount of transportation of deer within the state, Doman said. He said this will limit the number of healthy deer potentially exposed to an infected deer that has been transported from another area in order to populate a new facility.

“When you get involved in inter- or intra- state movement of captive cervids, that can have the potential to increase the risk of the spread of the disease,” Doman said.

The proposed amendments must go through a process before they can become regulations, he said. Both proposals were published by the MDC in the Missouri Register on Oct. 1, Doman said. Missouri residents can view the proposals until Oct. 31 and voice comments or concerns regarding the proposals at the MDC website.

The public comments will be reviewed by the Regulation Committee and the amendments will then be adjusted appropriately, Doman said. The amendments will then go through MDC’s chain of command and eventually will be voted upon by the Conservation Commission. If the Commission votes to pass the proposals, the changes will be filed through the Secretary of State’s office, he said.

Doman said MDC does not know how long this process might take. If the amendments are approved, no new permits will be given for an indefinite period of time, he said.

The MDC also is putting other measures in place to help stop the spread of CWD, Doman said. Two hunting regulations were changed earlier this year for the six counties within the containment zone and the MDC is working on a long-term plan to fight the disease, he said.

“We’re doing our best to contain [CWD] in that six-county area because it’s a very serious concern,” Doman said. “[Eliminating the disease] is a very high priority for the department.”

Senior Garrett Grider said he frequently hunts throughout Missouri and he said he is not too concerned about CWD. He said he thinks the hunting season will eliminate most of the threat of the disease spreading.

Jones said questions or concerns regarding CWD or new hunting policies can be directed to the regional conservation department at 660-785-2420.

The proposed amendments can be found at www.sos.mo.gov and citizens can voice their opinions about the code at mdc.mo.gov until October 31.

EPA hosts meeting on St. Louis area cleanup 

The EPA's regional office says it has reached an agreement with PerkinElmer, the company that bought the site in 1988, to investigate and clean up the contaminated plume of groundwater along Chicago Heights Boulevard.

The public meeting will be held Thursday evening at the First Baptist Church of Elmwood Park in north St. Louis County.

The EPA says the site was polluted before PerkinElmer bought it in 1988. The contaminants include the industrial solvent called TCE, which the agency has classified as a known cause of cancer in humans.
Gaming commission approves resolution favoring Cape casino license

Thursday, October 25, 2012
By Melissa Miller ~ Southeast Missourian 

Isle of Capri is inching closer to opening its Cape Girardeau casino next week after it gained preliminary approval Wednesday from the Missouri Gaming Commission for its casino license. 

The commission, which met at Cape Girardeau City Hall following a tour of the $135 million casino complex, approved a resolution stating that Isle Casino Cape Girardeau is suitable to receive a gaming license. 

The one-year operating license will not be awarded until opening day, at 10:30 a.m. Tuesday, pending final inspections and compliance, explained gaming commission chairman Dr. Barrett Hatches. 

Before adopting the resolution, the commission heard from Isle executives, commission staff, Mayor Harry Rediger and the Missouri State Highway Patrol. There were no public comments made, although there was an opportunity to do so. 

"Our goal has been to build a casino the community can be proud of, to revitalize Cape Girardeau and bring additional gaming revenue to the state," said Isle Cape Girardeau general manager Chet Koch of the 22-month process. 

The company exceeded its initial promise to create 450 jobs by hiring 725 people to date, Koch said. Isle received more than 9,000 applications from job seekers. Of the employees hired, 88 percent resided within a 50-mile radius of Cape Girardeau. Minority employees account for 18.76 percent of the casino's total workforce, which is higher than the minority rate of the general population of Cape Girardeau County, 12.8 percent, according to the 2010 census, Koch said. 

About 70 percent of all employees hired to date are full-time, he said. About one-third are employed in food service related to the casino's five restaurants. 

Isle officials and gaming commission members also discussed the use of minority- and women-owned businesses, as required by statute for casino construction projects. 

Sandra Marks, president of Marks & Associates in St. Louis, worked for Isle to recruit minority- and women-owned contractors, which were used on many aspects of construction from plumbing to dry wall, she told commissioners. 

As of September, $6.2 million had been spent with minority- and women-owned businesses. Of those businesses, 80 percent were minority-owned and 20 percent were women-owned. 

While most of the minority- and women-owned businesses served as subcontractors, one women-owned business, Waterhout Construction Co. of St. Louis, had a direct contract with Isle, Marks said. 

"We've been successful in being able to build relationships. We have heard of these contractors doing business in the community together now beyond Isle of Capri," Marks said. 

More than 1,600 people were employed as part of the casino's construction. 

This is the 14th casino opening Koch has been involved with and he told commissioners he's never seen a community as excited about a casino opening as Cape Girardeau. 

Rediger told commissioners Isle has broad community support, with the city's ballot issue to allow gambling passing with 61 percent of the vote in November 2010. 

"Interest and excitement has continued to grow," Rediger said. 

He told commissioners about improvements to Broadway and North Main Street. 

"We have seen a vast improvement to a stagnant area on our north side we are very proud of," he said. "I see a greatly enhanced future of commercial and residential growth. The entire area will be improved in the years ahead." 

The city has identified 16 projects it will use its initial casino revenue for, Rediger said. Long-term funding has been split into four categories, including a riverfront development fund, an endowment fund for future city improvements, capital improvements and investments in innovation. Rediger said the city expects an estimated $3 to $4 million in income annually from the casino. 

Gaming commission member Jack Merritt suggested newly appointed commission member Diane Howard of Cape Girardeau make the motion to approve the resolution of finding of suitability and licensure for IOC-Cape Girardeau LLC. But Howard, because her appointment was made Tuesday by Gov. Jay Nixon, hadn't yet been confirmed by the Missouri Senate and commission staff advised against it. Howard, a lawyer, agreed it wasn't appropriate, but said she would have liked to have done it. 

The motion was made by Suzanne Bocell Bradley and approved unanimously by the other four commissioners. 

Howard replaces Noel Shull of Kansas City, whose term had expired, on the five-member commission. 

Media members get early look at Cape casino

Thursday, October 25, 2012
By Melissa Miller ~ Southeast Missourian 

Saws and drills hummed, extension cords stretched across new carpet and crews climbed on ladders to hang flat-screen televisions. They were working Wednesday to get the Isle Casino Cape Girardeau ready to welcome its first customers in less than a week. 

A small group of reporters and photographers got a sneak peek inside the $135 million casino, which still is an active construction site. 

Areas not under construction were serving as training spaces where hundreds of new staff were learning and practicing their jobs. More than 700 people are on Isle's Cape Girardeau payroll. 

Beginning today, the casino will begin mock operations acting out scripted scenarios. 

"We use real currency and real chips and actually have our team members activate the devices, play at the table games and simulate actual operations," said casino general manager Chet Koch. 

The casino's gaming floor will be home to 988 slot machines, 21 live table games and seven live poker games. Table games include craps, roulette, and "The Big Six," a carnival-inspired game in which patrons select a number on a giant wheel. The floor also features automated blackjack and roulette machines. 

Vivid colors, including purple, lime green and bright blue dominate the complex, which includes a 700-seat event center and five restaurants. 

Farmer's Pick Buffet features seven stations where chefs cook fresh, seasonal dishes in front of customers. It can seat more than 200 people. This "fresh from the farm to the table" restaurant concept originated at one of Isle's Iowa casinos when local farmers came to the company wanting Isle to use locally grown products, Koch said. There also is a Farmer's Pick Buffet at Isle's Booneville, Mo., casino. Beef and pork for the buffet will be supplied by Rain Crow Ranch in Doniphan, Mo., Koch said. The company also operates Fruitland American Meat. Isle has contracts with local orchards for apples and peaches, he said. 

"We're really trying to use as many local producers as possible," he said. "Poultry, milk and eggs we will look to find from local purveyors and in season we'll look to get our produce from as many local purveyors as possible." 

Farmers interested in selling to the casino can find vendor applications on the company's website. 

The menu will change daily and with the seasons depending on what fresh produce is available. It will be open for lunch and dinner. 

The casino's steakhouse concept restaurant is called Farraddays, featuring steaks, prime rib and a variety of salads. 

Keller's, a rooftop-dining destination overlooking the Mississippi River, will have seating available indoors or outside on the patio where several fire pits are located. This restaurant was originally called the Skybar, but was renamed in honor of Paul Keller, Isle of Capri's vice president and chief development officer, who played a key role in negotiations with the city to bring the casino development here. He died in April at age 57 after a battle with cancer. Keller's features a menu of appetizers and drinks. 

The Lone Wolf Bar also offers indoor and outdoor seating in a more casual atmosphere. In addition to food and drinks it will regularly feature live music and dancing. 

The Lone Wolf Express will serve a selection of menu items from The Lone Wolf to go, Koch said. 

All restaurants will be nonsmoking, with smoking allowed on the outdoor patio of both the Lone Wolf Restaurant and Keller's. 

The gaming floor also has designated areas for nonsmoking slots and a nonsmoking poker pit, Koch said. 

The casino's event center, which has a separate entrance, can be subdivided into four smaller rooms, or combined to seat several hundred for a concert. Koch said no concerts have been booked at Isle Casino Cape Girardeau yet, and the earliest that is likely to happen is this spring. 

"We want what we do to complement what is already offered at the Show Me Center and the River Campus," Koch said. 

Pending regulatory approval, the casino will open its doors to the public at 10:30 a.m. Tuesday. It will be a 24-hour operation. 

A "Taste of Isle" night is planned for Nov. 10. The public will be invited to sample food from the casino's five restaurants for free. This event will be held inside the casino's event center at the north end of the casino complex. 
Attorney general candidate Ed Martin lays out his to-do list
KBIA-HD.1/Columbia
Missouri attorney general candidate Ed Martin recently joined us in studio for a conversation with KBIA’s Janet Saidi. Martin is the Republican nominee challenging current state Attorney General Chris Koster, the Democrat incumbent. The job description, as described by the Associated Press, includes: defending the state’s laws and policies in court, assisting county prosecutors, investigating consumer fraud cases and looking into violations of the state’s open meetings and records laws.

Martin has worked in private legal practice since 2008. His experience also includes a year as a federal appeals court judicial clerk, and about three years with the Archdiocese of St. Louis. In 2005, Martin worked with the St. Louis Board of Election Commissioners, before becoming chief of staff for Missouri Governor Matt Blunt.

In the studio, Martin and Saidi talked about what makes a good attorney general, what would be on his to-do list if he gets the job, and what he thinks makes him the man for the job.
McNary Campaigns on Transparency

By Bill Miller Jr., Missourian Staff Writer | Posted: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 6:32 pm 
Cole McNary says Missourians deserve the real financial truth from the state treasurer’s office even if the truth hurts.

Calling himself a “budgetary straight-shooter,” the Republican challenger in the Missouri state treasurer’s race says he would instill more transparency in the office if elected.

“My message is about transparency and full disclosure,” McNary said in a campaign stop in Washington last week. “You need to tell the truth, the whole truth, so people know what’s going on. The current treasurer is not being real with voters.”

It is a theme McNary has repeated in campaign stops throughout the state in his bid to unseat current state treasurer, Clint Zweifel, a Democrat.

The race for treasurer, like some of the other down-ballot contests, has been relatively quiet so far. Many voters say they are unfamiliar with both candidates even though Zweifel has been in office the past four years.

The treasurer’s office manages the state’s multibillion dollar investment portfolio. It invests state funds, holds Missourians’ unclaimed property and administers a college savings plan and a program that helps businesses get low-interest loans. The treasurer also serves on governing boards for the Missouri Housing Development Commission, the Missouri Higher Education Savings Program and the Missouri State Employees’ Retirement System.

McNary, 48, a two-term legislator from Chesterfield, said one area where Zweifel hasn’t been straight with voters is with regard to state pensions.

“All states are wrestling with pension issues,” McNary noted. “It is one of the areas that has caused tension between state workers and taxpayers. Look at the cities that have gone bankrupt over employee pensions. Many states are facing the same predicament. Revenues are down and states don’t have the money to meet their obligations. How did they get there? They made promises they couldn’t keep.”

McNary said many of the state’s pensions — including its largest are underfunded according to industry benchmarks.

The minimum standard for pension health is a funding level at 80 percent and according to McNary, the majority of the state’s 126 public pensions have fallen below the 80 percent funding level.

Some plans report levels as high as 77 percent and others as low as 43 percent. Not only do these contributions fall short, McNary argues, they also are based on accounting principles that fail to incorporate realistic economic trends and market conditions.

McNary said he would conduct a thorough, systematic review of the pension system within his first six months of office. He also said he would advocate for greater fiscal truth and transparency by requiring managers to disclose data that uncovers not only the current expenses of state and local plans, but also careful explanations as to our assumptions of rates of return, inflation, payroll growth, and other economic assumptions.

McNary said he would like to bring the experience he gained in the Legislature chairing the Committee on Downsizing State Government “to the next level.” He said that committee was successful in eliminating duplicate and out-of-state statutes and about 60 unfunded programs. He said the committee also streamlined government by combining boards and commissions that did essentially the same thing.

“Our work was about efficiency and restructuring,” McNary said of the committee. “I worked with state bureaucrats and legislators across the aisle to get things done. We started the ball rolling in the Legislature and I want to see it keep going. The treasurer’s office, like the lieutenant governor and secretary of state’s offices, are what you make of them. I think the treasurer’s office could make a significant contribution in this area.”

Zweifel defends his work on pensions. He told The Associated Press that the week he took office he learned and then publicly disclosed the state retirement system had invested in a Bernie Madoff feeder fund. He said McNary’s committee work had little economic or budgetary effect and that many pension policies are governed by Missouri law, which gives a state legislator opportunities to make changes.

Defends Record
As treasurer, Zweifel said he has improved the performance of Missouri’s college savings plan and persuaded the state housing commission to support an initiative dedicating 30 percent of its resources to helping military veterans returning from overseas, those aging out of the foster care system and the mentally ill.

In 2009, Zweifel got the Republican-led Legislature to remove the cap on interest state government can earn for its deposits and broaden the low-interest business loan program. He also has worked to improve how unclaimed property is handled by processing claims faster and permitting them to be made online.

McNary has a different view of Zweifel’s record especially the rate of return the state is getting on its investments under Zweifel’s leadership.

“My point is that he’s had the job for the last four years and done nothing. He is getting a return (overall) of 0.7 percent. Look, it’s very difficult to get a high rate of return in this economy, but 0.7 percent return is not something to brag about,” McNary added.

Zweifel, 38, was part of the Democrats’ near-complete sweep of Missouri’s statewide offices in 2008. He served three terms in the state House and was the first person in his family to attend college. While attending the University of Missouri-St. Louis, Zweifel decided to run for student body vice president and met his wife while campaigning.

McNary also met his wife on the campaign trail. He was campaigning on behalf of his father, Gene McNary, in 1984 when he met her.

Gene McNary, a well-known Republican leader, served as St. Louis County executive and ran unsuccessfully for the U.S. Senate, governor and Congress.

Libertarian Sean O’Toole, of Kansas City, also is running in the treasurer’s race.
Mo. secretary of state hopeful gets campaign help 

By CHRIS BLANK 
Associated Press
[image: image1.png]


JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- Republican Missouri secretary of state candidate Shane Schoeller got a boost Wednesday from a fellow Republican from Mississippi, who said photo identification requirements for voters are important to preserving the integrity of elections.

Schoeller has made implementing a Missouri photo ID requirement a central theme of his campaign. On Wednesday, Delbert Hosemann, Mississippi's secretary of state, echoed Shoeller's push.

"Sometimes a utility bill is not enough," Hosemann said while campaigning for Schoeller.

Mississippi voters in 2011 approved a state constitutional amendment dealing with a voter photo ID requirement, and legislators passed a measure earlier this year to put the requirement into law. However, the state is among those that need federal approval before making election changes, and the photo ID requirement will not be in place this year.

Currently Missouri voters can show a driver's license or other government-issued photo ID, but state law also allows them to provide documents that do not contain photographs, such as copies of utility bills or bank statements listing their names and addresses. Debates have persisted for years about whether to require a government-issued photo ID for voting. The Republican-led Legislature has pushed for the requirement, and the Democratic-led secretary of state's office has opposed it.

Proponents of voter ID laws say they are an extra layer of protection against voter fraud, though opponents argue that they are designed to suppress voter turnout.

Schoeller, a state lawmaker from Willard, rejected concerns from critics about the fairness of a photo ID requirement. He said photo IDs are needed in everyday life, for tasks such as for renting videos or boarding airplanes.

"I don't think when anybody asks you at the bank for a photo ID you look at the person across the way, and you say: `That's extreme, that's unfair,'" Schoeller said. "Normally, I thank them because I know they're trying to protect my hard-earned dollars. Now, I want to make sure we protect your vote."

Jason Kander, the Democratic candidate for secretary of state, said Missouri's recent photo ID proposals have been "extreme and unfair." As an alternative, he has pointed to an Idaho policy that allows voters who do not bring a required photo ID to sign a sworn affidavit and then cast a standard ballot.

Kander, a state lawmaker from Kansas City, said efforts to help Missouri businesses expand should be the priority and pledged to help link business owners to existing resources that can help them succeed.

Campaigning in Fulton on Tuesday, Kander criticized legislation sponsored this year by Schoeller that deals with absentee voting. Kander said the measure would have restricted absentee ballots from being cast by mail and made it harder for those in the military to vote. He said he would not allow Schoeller to "take away the rights that they're risking their lives for."

Schoeller called the criticism ridiculous and suggested Kander was trying to create a political issue.

The secretary of state's race is the only statewide contest in Missouri that does not feature an incumbent seeking re-election. Democratic Secretary of State Robin Carnahan announced last fall that would not seek a third term.
Spence gives Mo. gov. campaign $500,000 

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- Republican Dave Spence has chipped in an additional $500,000 to his campaign for Missouri governor.

Online reports filed with the Missouri Ethics Commission show Spence made the contribution earlier this week and reported it Wednesday.

Spence also put money into his campaign earlier this month. The suburban St. Louis businessman has now plugged $5 million into his effort to unseat Democratic Gov. Jay Nixon.

Spence and Nixon have also been helped by funds from their parties' national governors' associations.
Dave Spence cites business credentials in governor's race

10 hours ago • By Virginia Young vyoung@post-dispatch.com 573-635-6178

OVERLAND • Over the din of machinery, Dave Spence is leading a media tour of the factory that was once the hub of his plastics empire.

Though he hasn’t worked here in a year, he still sounds like the boss. He greets the workers at Alpha Packaging warmly and by name. He reels off facts, such as the precise number of seconds it takes for a machine to spit out a perfectly formed bottle.

The tour is intended to underscore the business acumen that Spence, the Republican nominee for governor, would bring to state government if voters choose him over the Democratic incumbent, Jay Nixon, in the Nov. 6 election.

“I want to make Missouri the most business-friendly place on the planet,” Spence declares at his campaign rallies.

He has spent more than $4.5 million of his own money to market that message since he began campaigning a year ago. But even some of Spence’s supporters say he is still struggling to clearly define himself.

Recently, Spence made headlines by filing a lawsuit and running a TV spot saying he is “not a banker,” to fend off Nixon’s accusation that Spence profited from the federal bank bailout.

“Spence is going to have a tough climb,” Sen. Brian Munzlinger, R-Williamstown, said as he waited for the gubernatorial candidate to speak at a Republican rally in Jefferson City this week.

Nixon has made regular visits to Munzlinger’s rural northeastern Missouri district, including a deer-hunting trip one year and a stop last week to cut a ribbon at a new grain elevator in Canton.

But residents have little awareness of Spence, Munzlinger said. “Truthfully, they just don’t know him.”

Spence, 54, of Ladue, dove into the race last November when it was unclear whether anyone would challenge Nixon, who is seeking a second, four-year term.

Spence’s Mizzou fraternity brother, Republican Lt. Gov. Peter Kinder, had been expected to make the race but bowed out after Spence announced he was running.

For Spence, the timing was perfect.

He ran Alpha Packaging for 26 years before he and the other owners sold it to a private equity firm in 2010 for a reported $260 million. Spence stepped down as president in 2011.

Spence, who has four children with his wife, Suzanne, calls the company his “fifth child.”

Donning an obligatory hairnet, he starts the plant tour by pointing out the variety of plastic bottles that fill a display case in the company's lobby. All shapes and sizes, they are sold to businesses such as Walgreen’s and Bath and Body Works to hold vitamins, shampoo, mouthwash and other products.

It’s not economical to ship an empty bottle more than 600 miles, Spence said. So he lined up capital and bought factories near his customers.

Today, Alpha has plants in seven states, Canada and the Netherlands. The work force has grown from 15 employees to 800. A trade publication called the firm the 18th largest plastics business of its kind.

Scott Chamberlain, 42, got a temporary job at the company in 1990, painting yellow lines on the factory floor. Twenty-two years and several promotions later, he is the shipping supervisor.

Spence is “a dreamer,” Chamberlain said. “He dreams of what he can get and then he goes for it.”

About 260 people work at the low-slung grey building in Overland, Alpha’s headquarters since 2002.

They include Clay Steinbach, 23, who graduated from Ranken Technical College in St. Louis in 2008 and makes $20 an hour as a toolmaker, maintaining aluminum molds.

Spence said employees have full benefit packages. The company even has a scholarship program that is helping about 20 children of employees afford college.

Spence said that because of his experience, he knows how to make the state more business-friendly. He would overhaul civil lawsuit rules to discourage what he considers “frivolous” claims against employers. He also would outlaw agreements that require employees to pay union fees as a condition of employment.

Most neighboring states have adopted “right to work” laws, Spence said, and Missouri should move that direction to be competitive.

U.S. Sen. Roy Blunt, who introduced Spence at this week’s rally in Jefferson City, said that Spence could set the state on a path for job growth.

“Government doesn’t create jobs, but government can create an atmosphere where people want to create jobs,” Blunt said.

However, that theme got pushed aside recently as Spence battled Nixon’s allegation that Spence profited from the federal bank bailout.

The dispute centers on Spence’s role at St. Louis-based Reliance Bancshares Inc., a bank holding company that received $40 million under the federal Troubled Asset Relief Program, or TARP.

Spence joined the company’s board in May 2009, about three months after the bank took the federal money. In April 2010, he took out a $1.1 million loan from Reliance Bank, which was owned by Reliance Bancshares. The loan financed Spence’s vacation home at the Lake of the Ozarks.

Spence later voted with the other board members not to pay the federal money back. He no longer sits on the board.

A Nixon ad alleges that Spence “helped run” the bank, got a $1.1 million “insider loan” and thus, used bailout money “to help himself instead of repaying the taxpayers.”

Spence tried to get Nixon to pull the ad, then sued the governor for defamation of character. He said that as a director, he never "ran" the bank, and that he did nothing wrong in giving the bank his loan business.

“Everybody says, ‘That’s politics,’” Spence said. “I look at it and say, ‘If that’s politics, it needs to change.’”

Nixon’s campaign calls Spence’s suit frivolous.

“We stand by everything in our ads,” said Oren Shur, Nixon’s campaign manager. “The facts may make him uncomfortable but they’re still the facts. Our focus is on his experience with tax dollars.”

Some analysts said Spence’s suit just drew more attention to the sensitive issue and could turn voters off.

George Connor, head of the political science department at Missouri State University, paraphrases Spence's ad as saying: "I’m not a banker, he knows I’m not a banker, I’m suing...because I’m not a banker."

"I don’t think that’s making many inroads,” Connor said.

Republicans have a hard time finding an issue that gets traction against Nixon because he often stakes out the conservative ground, Connor said. That leaves critics to complain about side issues, such as Nixon’s habit of padding his office budget by juggling money from other agencies.

“These aren’t issues you can get a Tea Party thing going” for, Connor said. "If I'm a conservative Republican trying to vote against Jay Nixon, it's hard to point to this one onerous thing" he has done.

Spence insisted that he has momentum and will surprise “all the naysayers” on Election Day. Asked the biggest obstacle, he said: “No sleep.”

At the Jefferson City rally, Spence compared himself to Columbo, the rumpled TV detective whose interview subjects underestimated him.

Spence accused Nixon of lying, being a poor leader, doing too little to improve unaccredited urban schools, claiming credit for legislators’ accomplishments, flying around the state too much at taxpayer expense and being in the pocket of special interests, namely labor unions and trial attorneys.

Asked by reporters afterward whether his supporters also could be considered special interests, Spence seemed surprised at the question. He said being aligned with business is different.

The Missouri Chamber of Commerce & Industry "represents 13,000 businesses in our state, from one person to Boeing. I mean, that’s who’s paying the bills in our state. Come on. Let’s snap out of it, guys. It all starts with a paycheck.”

Spence is counting on voters like Kathy Fitts, 60, of Sunrise Beach, who attended the rally and raved about his speech.

“We need more businessmen, who have been successful, running this country,” she said.

Akin remarks remain in spotlight in Mo. Senate bid 

By DAVID A. LIEB 
Associated Press
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- Since first uttering the regrettable comments about "legitimate rape," Missouri Republican Senate candidate Todd Akin has been his own most formidable foe - distracting attention from his big-government campaign theme against Democratic Sen. Claire McCaskill by continuing to say quirky or questionable things.

Now, with less than two weeks remaining until Election Day, Akin is running out of time to focus the attention of voters squarely on McCaskill and to recoup the financial support necessary to counter her advertising blitz.

"The Republicans hoped this would be a referendum on McCaskill and the Obama administration," said Beth Miller, a political scientist at the University of Missouri-Kansas City. "Instead it has become really a referendum on Todd Akin and whether he's really fit to be a U.S. senator."

The naysayers include leaders of Akin's own party and outside groups that control millions of dollars in campaign cash that they now are directing to Republicans in other races. An Associated Press analysis of Akin's campaign finance report shows that the temporary swell of small-dollar donations he received after his remark was not accompanied by many contributions of the maximum amount allowed by law.

The rush of Republican financial support predicted by Akin supporters such as former House Speaker Newt Gingrich has yet to materialize. Republican presidential candidate Mitt Romney - he urged Akin to drop out after the rape remark - continues to shun him. And the National Republican Senatorial Committee, which pulled millions of dollars of planned advertising in Missouri, has remained on the sidelines. The few GOP senators who did lend their names as hosts to an Akin fundraiser in Washington didn't actually show up for it.

The problems started after Akin was asked in a TV interview in late August about the odds of a woman becoming pregnant from rape. "If it's a legitimate rape, the female body has ways to try to shut that whole thing down," he said.

The furor over the remark suggests that the seat Republicans were once favored to win is no sure thing in the party's quest to gain control of the Senate. From the moment Akin's now-famous comment aired on Aug. 19, the GOP started looking elsewhere for the four seats it would have to net if President Barack Obama wins re-election, or three if Romney prevails.

Akin acknowledged that his campaign hasn't gone quite as he anticipated.

"This thing has been a bucking bronco ride," Akin said in a recent interview with the AP, adding that he has no regrets about forging ahead. "It's always worth it when you do what you think in your heart is the right thing to do."

Akin is not denying the financial challenge that stands between him and McCaskill's Senate seat.

Noting that McCaskill has outspent him 10-to-1 on advertising in some weeks, Akin's campaign recently pleaded with donors to dig a little deeper, telling them in an email message, "We need resources NOW in order to compete with McCaskill."

The money plea came as media coverage was again focused on something Akin said - this time, comparing McCaskill to a "dog" that fetches "taxes and red tape and bureaucracy" from Washington, D.C. Last month, Akin drew linguistic scrutiny after suggesting McCaskill wasn't very "ladylike" in their first debate. Unlike the "legitimate rape" comment, Akin made no apologies for the "ladylike" or "dog" remarks.

Akin's comments have played right into McCaskill's campaign strategy. The day after Akin won a competitive Aug. 7 Republican primary, McCaskill launched a website featuring video clips of Akin criticizing Social Security, the minimum wage and federal student loans. When Akin's "legitimate rape" remark aired on TV on Aug. 19, it only added to McCaskill's theme that Akin was extreme and out of touch with the mainstream.

More recently, McCaskill has hammered Akin with TV ads featuring rape survivors expressing outrage about his remark and his opposition to emergency contraception. At a campaign rally earlier this week, McCaskill quipped that her strategy before the election is to "just keep Todd Akin talking."

Akin asserts it is McCaskill who is out of touch with the views of many Missourians, illustrated by her support for Obama and his big-government policies, such as the 2009 stimulus act and 2010 health care law. McCaskill's ties to Obama - she was one of his earliest supporters in the 2008 presidential campaign - figured to provide an advantage to Akin in a state that has recently tilted toward Republicans in national elections. Obama, who narrowly lost Missouri despite a vigorous campaign in 2008, essentially conceded the state this year to Romney.

Akin's latest strategy has been to portray McCaskill as the beneficiary of big government by highlighting the business deals of her husband, Joseph Shepard. Firms affiliated with Shepard received $39 million in federal housing subsidies during McCaskill's first five years in office, though McCaskill's campaign has said that money helped operate low-income housing units and did not personally enrich the family.

Akin had hoped that the National Republican Senatorial Committee would re-enter Missouri's Senate race if he remained close in the polls in the final weeks. An NRSC spokesman said it is a keeping "a close eye on this race" and hopes Akin can win.

But two Republicans with knowledge of the situation said the committee has looked at the race several times in the aftermath of Akin's remarks and decided he is too far adrift of McCaskill for them to get involved with the contest. The committee has instead poured money into other states. The Republicans spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to discuss the committee's decision-making.

The Karl Rove-backed group Crossroads GPS has, likewise, stood firm in its decision to stop advertising in Missouri after Akin's rape remark.

But Akin has received financial help from political committees associated with several Republican senators, including Jim DeMint of South Carolina, Rand Paul of Kentucky, Saxby Chambliss of Georgia, James Inhofe of Oklahoma and Jon Kyl of Arizona.

Some individuals also have stepped up their giving to Akin. For example, finance reports show that suburban St. Louis residents Donald and Linda Runge gave $200 to Akin before his "legitimate rape" remark. Since then, they've given him at least three additional donations totaling $150 and may chip in more, said Linda Runge.

"When all the Republicans wanted to turn their backs on him, we said no," Linda Runge said. "We understand it was a slip of the tongue. We wanted to make sure we supported him, and that's why we decided to give even more to him."

Gingrich to campaign with Akin in Kansas City 

KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) -- Former House speaker and presidential candidate Newt Gingrich will campaign in Missouri next week for Republican Senate candidate Todd Akin.

Akin's campaign says Gingrich is to attend fundraisers Tuesday in the Kansas City area and appear with Akin on Wednesday at a rally at the city's Union Station. Gingrich also appeared with Akin last month at a fundraiser in suburban St. Louis.

Gingrich and his former presidential rival, Rick Santorum, both are backing Akin's challenge to Democratic Sen. Claire McCaskill - even though Republican presidential nominee Mitt Romney is not.

Romney had called on Akin to drop out of the race after Akin remarked in August that women's bodies have ways of avoiding pregnancy in cases of what he called "legitimate rape." Akin has since apologized.
Todd Akin in Hannibal
KHQA/Hannibal
HANNIBAL, MISSOURI -- Missouri Congressman Todd Akin made a campaign stop in Hannibal on Wednesday afternoon.

The stop was to press the differences between himself and Claire McCaskill.

Todd Akin is running against Claire McCaskill for the senate seat she has held for four years.

Akin says if elected he will take a different approach than his opponent to solving the nation's problems.

"I'm saying take some of the stuff Washington is doing, spit it back to the states or free enterprise, reduce the size the federal government , reduce taxes, increase jobs and increase freedom and that's really been the heart of our campaign," Akin said.

KHQA was contacted by the McCaskill campaign who disputes some of the claims by Congressman Akin in the complete interview above.

The McCaskill campaign sent in the following response: "It's bad enough that Todd Akin would attack Claire's family, it's worse that he is now basing his entire campaign on a lie. Todd Akin's attacks have been proven false and he knows it."
Cash flow in Missouri U.S. Senate race is one-sided in McCaskill's favor

There’s a lot of outside funding in the Akin-McCaskill contest, but only about a fifth of it is Republican’s.

By DAVE HELLING and STEVE KRASKE
The Kansas City Star 

U.S. Rep. Todd Akin’s remarks about “legitimate” rape now appear certain to cost the Republican millions of dollars in support from outside groups in the race’s closing days, consultants and political scientists said Tuesday. 

And some predicted the outside spending shortfall — estimated as high as $10 million — may end up costing him the election. Akin faces incumbent Sen. Claire McCaskill, the Democrat, on Nov. 6.

“He would’ve won,” said Ken Warren, political science professor at St. Louis University. “Akin was far ahead before the gaffe. When he lost the money, he was ahead by 10 (points).”

Akin’s supporters insist he’s still within striking distance of McCaskill, even without the outside help. The congressman will rely on strong support in areas where media spending is less important, they said. 

But spending figures compiled in Washington show the dramatic collapse of potential outside spending on Akin’s behalf, and what it may mean for his campaign.

Through Monday, outside groups had spent just $6.2 million in the Missouri general election Senate race, according to an analysis by the Center for Responsive Politics, a campaign spending monitoring group.

Of that, only about $1.3 million went to help Akin.

Six years ago, outside groups spent almost 10 times as much — roughly $12 million — to help incumbent GOP Sen. Jim Talent, who ultimately lost to McCaskill. 

Akin’s controversial remarks, political observers said, may have cost him a similar outside investment, $10 million in lost ad purchases by such groups as the National Republican Senatorial Committee, the Republican National Committee, the U.S. Chamber of Commerce and others.

All were expected to be involved in this fall’s hotly contested Missouri race, given McCaskill’s perceived vulnerability and the possibility of a Republican takeover of the Senate.

But in August, the outside groups said publicly they would not spend money in Missouri if Akin remained in the race following his rape and abortion remarks, even though he apologized for them. To date, they have stuck with that commitment.

Mitt Romney “himself, let’s not forget, asked him to step aside on this issue,” noted Jim Staab, chairman of the political science department at the University of Central Missouri. “I think those (financial) numbers you see are a reflection of that.”

Akin’s closing-days challenge has been exacerbated by his own relatively weak fundraising.

Federal Election Commission records show McCaskill has raised $15.8 million for her own campaign through the end of September, compared with Akin’s $3.8 million. That means the Democrat can far outspend the GOP nominee in the final days leading up to the election.

In an email, Akin’s campaign conceded its dramatic cash disadvantage, but isn’t conceding defeat.

“Claire McCaskill spent $7 million in the third quarter and is outspending our campaign by at least 7 to 1, yet she is losing,” said Akin campaign spokesman Ryan Hite.

During campaign stops, Akin has at times made a point of the lack of support from party leadership. However, he has maintained that he can win without it.

Last-minute help from outside groups may have disappeared once Akin criticized party leaders by name, said GOP consultant Jeff Roe of Kansas City.

“Attacking them for the last six weeks probably hasn’t helped,” Roe noted. “In fact, it has cost him $10 million.”

The fundraising shortfall remains a central focus of Akin’s own campaign. In another email sent Tuesday — this one to supporters — campaign manager Perry Akin said they should approach donors again. “We need resources NOW in order to compete with McCaskill.”

The lack of cash is reflected in local television advertising. In mid-October, McCaskill’s campaign spent $52,000 in one week to buy 87 commercials on one local station. Two weeks later, Akin spent $3,500 at the same station for six spots.

McCaskill also spent roughly $54,000 to buy commercials on WDAF-TV this week, including commercials in the World Series, according to records. Last week, Akin spent $7,463 for 16 commercials. 

Outside interest groups have not made up the difference for Akin, but a few are supporting his campaign.

Freedom’s Defense Fund has spent $185,562 to date, part of a promised $250,000 effort on Akin’s behalf. The Faith Family Freedom Fund purchased roughly $13,000 in radio ads this week. And the National Rifle Association is helping, as is National Right to Life.

But McCaskill still enjoys a significant advantage. Majority PAC has invested almost $3 million on her behalf, while the Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee gave $2.3 million, including money spent before the August primary.

By contrast, conservative groups such as Americans for Prosperity, Crossroads GPS and the Club for Growth are not chipping in for Akin.

Ironically, before Akin’s comments on rape in August, McCaskill complained loudly and often about the potential influence of outside spending in her race.

“People will look back … at the money that’s been spent by outside forces and say this is an election that shows whether or not these anonymous masters of the universe can buy these elections,” McCaskill told The New York Times. “If it works in Missouri, then I think we’re in for a rough ride in this country.”

But McCaskill spokeswoman Caitlin Legacki said the Democrat’s concern has never been about all outside spending. Instead, McCaskill is more worried about anonymous spending by nonprofit social welfare organizations. 

“Her concern … was the outside groups that refused to disclose their donors,” Legacki said. “Claire believes that honest and accurate disclosure is critical.” 

Yet the decision to stay out of Missouri hasn’t completely ended spending by outside groups, both liberal and conservative. Instead, it has gone to other states where both parties believe they may be more competitive than in Missouri.

Outside groups have spent nearly $30 million in Virginia’s U.S. Senate race. They’ve contributed $25 million in Ohio and $10.9 million in North Dakota.

Still, that pales in comparison with independent spending in the race for president. In that race, outside groups have spent almost $300 million.

MISSOURINET 

Governor, Ag Director honor several Missouri farm operations for growing jobs
October 25, 2012 By Jessica Machetta 

Governor Nixon has traveled the state this week to honor several Missouri farmers for expanding their current farm operations, extend their reach and hire more employees.

One of those receiving the Governor’s Award for Agricultural Achievement is White Mule Winery in Central Missouri’s Owensville. Karen Schlottach says she and her husband, Charlie, decided to venture into growing grapes about 12 years ago.

They inherited some property with a farm house, barn and outbuildings, which they and their children have transformed into a winery, restaurant, bed and breakfast and is open for parties and weddings. Schlottach says their sons and daughter have big roles in the farming, wine-making, construction and operation, but have recently gotten to a point where hiring outside help became necessary. The farm now employs about 15 people.

Nixon was joined by Agriculture Director Jon Hagler in recognizing White Mule and other farms. They include the Scheer Family Dairy Farm in Franklin County; Parker & Jones Cotton Farm in Senath; Stark Brothers’ Nurseries and Orchards in Louisiana; and Stemme Farms in St. Louis County.

“Agriculture has always been, and will always be, the heart of Missouri’s economy, and agri-tourism businesses like White Mule Winery are a big part of the reason why,” Nixon said. “Missouri farmers create jobs, support their communities and grow our economy. The farmers, ranchers and producers of Missouri are moving our state forward through innovation and are creating new opportunities for our future.

“The economic future of Missouri is getting brighter every day,” he said. “The jobs report for September showed our unemployment rate has reached the lowest level since December 2008. Coupled with our exports setting an all-time record last year, it’s clear we are moving Missouri in the right direction.”

The Schlottach family has been in Gasconade County for more than 100 years, and worked in the wine industry before establishing the winery in 2011. The winery produces grapes and has expanded its facility along Highway 50. Schlottach served in the Missouri House of Representatives from 2003 to 2011 and previously was presiding commissioner in Gasconade County.

Rick Scheer and Scheer Family Dairy Farm includes 120 Holstein dairy cattle, which averages 70 pounds of milk per cow per day, and 20,000-21,000 pounds of milk per cow per year. The Scheer Family Dairy Farm was the first dairy farm in the state to feature a fully-automated milking system. This innovative system allows cattle to self-select milking times 24 hours per day. The system also provides each cow with a specialized ration during milking, monitors each animal’s weight, and benefits the cows by ensuring a calmer environment during milking. Scheer Family Dairy Farm is a state-inspected facility providing Grade A fluid milk for Prairie Farms.

Charles Parker, co-owner of Parker & Jones Cotton Farm, is getting ready to plant his 46th crop of cotton in Missouri’s Bootheel – cotton country. Parker says by the end of April, 3,600 acres will be planted. He says some of the land has been producing cotton, and cotton only, for more than 100 years. Alan Jones, Parker’s partner, is also his son-in-law.

They say embracing technology is key to their success, utilizing RTK AutoSteer, GPS, minimum tillage and makes smart choices in purchasing certain strains of seed.

Nixon and Hagler also visited Louisiana, Mo., to recognize Stark Bro’s Nurseries and Orchards. Stark Bro’s is one of the oldest and largest nursery and greenhouse operations in the state, founded nearly 200 years ago when James Hart Stark planted an orchard along the Mississippi River. Since its beginnings in 1816, Stark Bro’s has grown to include nearly 100 acres of orchards in Pike County, three acres of greenhouse space, and more than seven acres of warehouses to support the business’ hundreds of varieties of plants, from ornamental shrubs to fruit trees.

The orchards and greenhouses Stark Bro’s maintains in northeast Missouri are home to technology used throughout the U.S. and world-wide for providing consumers with hardy, tolerant plants, including peach, plum and almond trees. Stark Bro’s is known for providing outstanding genetics within their plants, both through mail order services and its retail operation alongside the orchards in Pike County.

Nixon and Hagler then traveled to St. Louis County to visit Warren Stemme and his farm, home to 1,200 acres of soybeans and corn. Stemme is a fourth-generation farmer on land his family has worked since 1869. He is currently a board member for the Missouri Soybean Association and is a past president of the organization. Stemme is currently a board member of the St. Louis County Farm Bureau and the Howard Bend Levee District. He is also president of Biofuels LLC and Mid-America Biofuels LLC.

He says people from local schools, universities, churches and other groups often visit his farm, something he says puts farming practices in perspective for city dwellers.
National Guard role changes expected
October 25, 2012 By Bob Priddy 

The National Guard’s role is changing as this country’s military involvement in Iraq and Afghanistan diminishes. But the change might not be in the direction some might expect.

American troops are out of Iraq and are due to leave Afghanistan in about two years. Military involvement in both countries has required multiple call ups of National Guard units for the last decade. But the head of the National Guard Association of the United States does not expect the Guard to be less active when the withdrawals are complete.

Missouri Adjutant General Steve Danner heads the association. He says anticipated cuts in Pentagon spending are creating a unique situation for the National Guard. He says the reduction of active forces will call upon the Guard to take a greater role in protection the nation’s security.

Danner says the National Guard can operate a unit for about 15 percent of the cost of a regular army unit.

He does not think the change will damage the concept of the citizen soldier. He says only about 15 percent of Army Guard members and 30 percent of Air Guard members are full-timers and as long as there is predictability in Guard call ups, the concept of the citizen soldier should not change.
Legislative panel considers higher education funding formula

October 25, 2012 By Mike Lear

The Joint Committee on Education has one meeting left to discuss what should go into a funding formula for higher education. The Committee’s second hearing featured discussion of how to measure performance of the state’s universities.

Chairman, Senator David Pearce, says the Coordinating Board for Higher Education recommends institutions not be rewarded for performance with existing funds. “So, we’re not going to be taking money away from existing institutions. Rather, it would be new funding that we would have for higher education. Now, that’s (the Coordinating Board’s) recommendation. I’m not saying that will be the recommendation of the Committee.”

Pearce says about 12 states are now basing higher education funding on performance. “Some, it’s just a very, very small percentage of their budget. In the state of Tennessee it’s nearly 100 percent of the budgets for the universities are based on performance.

“In these times of tough budgets and very tight dollars, we’ve got to make sure that our dollars are spent wisely and that those universities that are doing a good job are rewarded … and to show those universities that might not be doing well that they need to improve.”

Pearce says the formula will have to weigh the differences between institutions, which he says is challenging. “For example, you have some schools … there’s three universities … that are open enrollment. So, that means they take everyone that comes through their doors. Yet then you have some universities that are moderately selective and then those that are highly selective like the University of Missouri or Truman State.

“So, how do you compare all of those together? The answer is, you probably don’t. You have to come up with some standards to compare against themselves, or maybe find like institution in different states and compare them that way. Our community colleges, for example, are open enrollment. They might have to do a lot of remediation, but on the other hand they’re serving a very, very good public interest.”

The Committee must submit a recommendation by the end of next year, but Pearce says it is being proactive. “My thought is we will have an initial recommendation hopefully by the first of the year … that there might be some things that we can put in the legislature next session, but then we have to have it done a year from this December.”

The Committee meets one more time, November 14 at the Haverner Center at Missouri University of Science and Technology in Rolla.

BLOG ZONE
Group's ad asks Missourians to vote no on changing judicial selection process

21 hours ago • By Nicholas J.C. Pistor npistor@post-dispatch.com 314-340-8265
A group is up on television with a new ad urging Missouri voters to reject a constitutional amendment that would give the governor more power to pick judges.
Amendment 3, put on the ballot by the Missouri Legislature, would give the governor more influence in picking judges for the Supreme Court and courts of appeals. Supporters say Missouri's current system gives too much power to lawyers and is not accountable to voters.

But, the group Missourians for Fair and Impartial Courts Committee says otherwise.

"The ad highlights how Amendment 3 would dramatically increase the power of partisan politicians to appoint judges and inject politics into Missouri’s model nonpartisan judicial selection process," the group said in a release. 

Missouri's tax burden ranks in bottom third

16 hours ago • By David Nicklaus dnicklaus@post-dispatch.com 314-340-8213

Missouri residents pay less than average in state and local taxes, while Illinoisans pay a bit more, according to a new tax-burden ranking from the Tax Foundation.
The conservative think tank calculates that state and local taxes consume 9.0 percent of personal income in Missouri and 10.2 percent in Illinois, based on 2010 figures. The national average is 9.9 percent. That gives Illinois the 11th highest tax burden in the U.S., while Missouri ranked 34th.

Missouri's ranking was unchanged between 2009 and 2010. Illinois actually improved three places -- it was eighth-highest in 2009 -- but it's likely to slip again in 2011 because of a 67 percent increase in the state income tax.

Interestingly, Missouri doesn't seem to impose a lot of taxes on non-residents. A competing tax-burden measure, compiled by the Federation of Tax Administrators, places the Show-Me state 47th among the 50 states. The federation's measure includes all taxes paid by state and local residents, while the Tax Foundation excludes taxes paid by non-residents. (Alaska, because of oil revenue, is the extreme example of a state that gets most of its money from outsiders. The Tax Foundation says it has the lowest tax burden, while the Federation of Tax Administrators ranks it highest.)
STUDY: ST. LOUIS RED LIGHT SAFETY CAMERAS CURBING REPEAT VIOLATORS

Jerry Berger
Most red-light runners who get a citation after being caught on camera in the City of St. Louis are not repeat offenders. That’s the crux of a new analysis of the city’s violator-funded red light safety camera program. Nearly 350,000 red light running violations were reviewed in the city from the time the camera enforcement program started in February 2007 through this past August. Nearly 80 percent of those receiving a ticket after being caught on camera running a red light did not receive a second ticket. And just 15 percent of drivers received two citations. This is consistent with studies around Missouri and nationally showing red light safety cameras have a positive influence on safer driver behavior. In the program’s lifetime in the City of St. Louis, the number of red light running violations has decreased an average of 55 percent for all locations with cameras. Some reductions in red light running are as high as 87 percent from when the cameras first became operational. Because the program is violator funded and other police resources can be deployed toward serious crimes, cops call the safety cameras a force multiplier that doesn’t gobble the tax dollars of safe drivers. And cops are calling on the safety cameras to provide evidence helpful in non-traffic related crime investigations. Video from the red light cameras helped in the investigation of the hit and run driver who killed St. Louis City police officer David Haynes in 2010. 

Schoeller Calls Voter Photo ID “Plain Common Sense for Missouri, Rips Rival Kander

Micheal Mahoney
Republican candidate for Secretary of State Shane Shoeller hold up his driver’s license during Lee’s Summit campaign stop.

Lee’ Summit– Republican candidate Secretary of State Shane Schoeller says starting a voter photo ID law in Missouri, just makes plain common sense”.

Schoeller, along with Kansas Secretary of State Kris Kobach, Iowa Secretary Matt Schultz, and Mississippi Secretary Delbert Hosemen campaigned in Lee’s Summit early Wednesday morning.

Rep. Schoeller tried to pass a voter photo ID law in the 2012 session of the Missouri Legislature. The bill failed to get passed by the lawmakers.

Missouri passed a voter photo ID law in 2006 but the courts threw the measure out.

Schoeller accused his Democratic rival, Rep. Jason kinder of being ‘right in step with Missouri’s current Secretary of State Robin Carnahan in not supporting voter photo ID in Missouri.

Kander says the state should take a page from the state of Idaho. There, voters without adequate photo ID can present a sworn affidavit of identity and then cast a vote.

Schoeller, Hoseman and Schultz started a statewide tour of Missouri today for his campaign.

After the event in the Kansas City suburb of Lee’s Summit, Kobach returned to Topeka.
Schoeller on tour promoting photo ID requirement; Democrats, labor push back

By Jason Rosenbaum, Beacon staff 

1:18 pm on Wed, 10.24.12

Updated at 4:26 pm on Wed, 10.24.12

Republican secretary of state hopeful Shane Schoeller embarked Wednesday on a statewide tour trumpeting his support of government-issued photo identification at the polls.

Schoeller, a Republican from Willard, traveled the state Wednesday on what his campaign terms the ‘Show Me ID Tour,’ which highlights his advocacy for the government-issued photo ID requirement. The tour included a stop at the so-called "Victory Fieldhouse," a facility near Fenton that's become a drawing point for Republican volunteers in St. Louis County.

Republican secretary of state nominee Shane Schoeller stumps for a photo identification requirement in Fenton.

Republicans, including Schoeller, have couched the photo ID requirement as a way of preventing electoral fraud. Schoeller told the Beacon earlier this month that current identification requirements, which can include a utility bill or bank statement, are not strong enough.

Schoeller said on Wednesday that "an idea like photo ID is just plain common sense." He brought up words from his mother, who died earlier this month, to punctuate his point.

"When you asked her an idea like photo ID, she'd say, 'Why not?' I think that's what Missouri voters think; they say, 'Why not?'" Schoeller said. "Because when you go to the bank and you present your photo ID, why do you have a photo ID? In order to protect your hard-earned dollars that you put into that bank so it's not taken from you.

"Now why in the world would it not make sense to make sure you protect your vote every time you cast it by making sure you have a photo ID?" he added. 

Schoeller was joined at his St. Louis stop by Mississippi Secretary of State Delbert Hosemann, GOP attorney general nominee Ed Martin and House Speaker Tim Jones, R-Eureka. Kansas Secretary of State Kris Kobach and Iowa Secretary of State Matt Schultz, both Republicans, will accompany Schoeller on other parts of the tour.

Democrats have attacked the push to require a photo ID as “voter suppression” of the poor and elderly, who may not possess government-issued photo IDs or the documents needed to obtain one. The AFL-CIO has launched a nationwide protest against photo identification requirements, with President Richard Trumka calling Schoeller’s tour “shameful” in a statement.

Schoeller’s opponent – state Rep. Jason Kander, D-Kansas City – panned such proposals in the General Assembly as “extreme and unfair.” He’s often pointed to Idaho, a state in which he says an eligible voter can sign a sworn affidavit before casting a ballot. If voters aren’t who they say they are, Kander said, they’ll be put in jail.

“That seems like a strong deterrent to me and I’ve always supported proposals like that that don’t disenfranchise eligible voters,” he said earlier this month.

Even if he won the secretary of state's contest, Schoeller couldn't unilaterally impose a photo identification requirement. And the path to implement one is complicated.

First, voters would have to approve an amendment to Missouri's constitution authorizing the requirement. Second, the legislature would have to pass a law laying out the procedures and actual requirements. Such a measure would likely get vetoed if Gov. Jay Nixon, a Democrat, wins a second term. Nixon vetoed such a law earlier.

When asked whether implementing the requirement was a realistic proposal, Schoeller said earlier this month that "we've got to push forward."

"I have a much better opportunity to work with legislative leadership than Mr. Kander does," Schoeller said. "Certainly he's voted against photo ID at every opportunity. So I don't see him realistically doing anything significant on photo ID, but rather continuing the status quo."

Clark backs Kander

Meanwhile, on Wednesday, retired Gen. Wesley Clark endorsed Kander.

Clark, a former NATO supreme allied commander in Europe and an unsuccessful candidate in 2004 for president, used his endorsement to chastise Schoeller’s unsuccessful proposal to change the process of absentee ballots.

"I want Missouri's veterans to know that I fully endorse Jason Kander's candidacy for secretary of state. Shane Schoeller's attempt earlier this year to eliminate absentee voting by mail in Missouri is offensive to those of us -- like Jason Kander and myself -- who have voted absentee while serving our country away from home,” Clark said in a statement.

Schoeller has said the proposal, which didn't pass this session, had been mischaracterized as being harmful to active service members. 

"The bill that we put forth is in order to tighten up the fraud that occurs when absentee balloting goes forward," Schoeller said. "That's exactly what it did. It starts that conversation. But his assertions that we want to prevent anybody that serves in the military currently from being able to vote is a ridiculous false assertion. He's playing political games."

Clark was last seen in the Missouri political world two years ago, when he backed Democratic congressional hopeful Tommy Sowers. Sowers lost to U.S. Rep. Jo Ann Emerson, R-Cape Girardeau, by a landslide; Sowers now is an assistant secretary of Veterans Affairs in the Obama administration.

Snippets from the campaign trail: Nixon uses recycled material

17 hours ago • BY VIRGINIA YOUNG • vyoung@post-dispatch.com > 573-635-6178

JEFFERSON CITY • If it worked last time, why change it? That might be Gov. Jay Nixon’s re-election slogan.

In a stump speech he gave this month to supporters in Cameron, Mo., Nixon recycled some lines that he used frequently in his 2008 campaign for governor.

In one anecdote, he recounts how it was his job as a youth to answer the phone during dinnertime. At the time, his mother was on the school board and his dad was the mayor of De Soto.

Nixon said the caller could be someone with a sewer problem or “somebody whose kid didn’t get enough playing time on the basketball team and wanted to complain to the school board about the basketball coach. So I started in politics in constituent service.

“The interesting and frankly, learning moment for me was, my mom and dad never asked me whether the person who called was a Democrat or a Republican. They never asked whether they’d given money or not. They never asked whether they had a yard sign in their front yard. They asked what the problem was.

He said he tells the story to illustrate his belief that "the easiest thing to do is divide people. When I became your governor, I thought about my mom, I thought about my dad. When I took that oath, I said I’m going to serve everybody in Missouri. Everybody.”

The other retread is shorter. It is his closer.

“Polling places are very, very dangerous places to go, and you should never consider going there alone,” Nixon intoned.

“That’s why they put those backseats in those cars, that’s why they’ve got those suspended bed pickup trucks, that’s why they’ve got the bedliners.”

You may hear that one a lot in coming days, as part of his get-out-the-vote pep talks.

Both of the stories drew applause, so maybe only reporters (and veteran campaign staffers) knew they were old material.

There was one fresh anecdote, and not surprisingly given Nixon’s passion for sports, it was a baseball story.

After law school, he said, he played on a “competitive softball team” made up of all-lawyers. Things got tense during a game in Festus.

His team’s shortstop was running from first to second base when, instead of making a simple double play, the opposing team’s shortstop “took his glove, with the ball in it, as hard as he could swing it, and smacked our shortstop right in the race, knocks him down, blood coming out of his mouth.”

Nixon said he was the on-deck hitter, so he “meandered out to have a discussion. I may have stuck my finger in his chest,” prompting the entire opposing team to spill out of its dugout.

“Then I get this really bad feeling in the pit of my stomach. I turn around and there’s my entire team still sitting in the dugout. So I apologize to the fellow, tell him he made a good play, pick my shortstop up.”

His point, he told the crowd, is that on Election Day, “you’ve got to get up out of the dugout. You’ve got to get on the field.”
Missouri GOP candidate for governor injects $1 million more from his pocket in less than a week

By Jo Mannies, Beacon political reporter 

1:07 am on Thu, 10.25.12

In less than a week, Missouri’s Republican nominee for governor, Dave Spence, has injected a second $500,000 of his own money into his campaign.

Spence’s latest $500,000 was reported Wednesday, and came just six days after his identical earlier donation.

Spence’s last-minute infusion of at least $1 million in a week helps him trim the financial edge of Gov. Jay Nixon heading into the final days. And Spence hasn't said if more may follow. 

Overall, Spence has now donated or lent his campaign at least $5 million from his own pocket – all of it this year.

Spence, a St. Louis County businessman, is believed to have collected at least $200 million from selling most of his interest in one of his companies, Alpha Packaging, in 2010. He has declined to say how much of his personal fortune he is willing to spend in his quest to defeat Nixon, a Democrat who has not put in any of his own money – but has substantially outraised his GOP rival.

As of their last reports, Nixon had raised $13.9 million as of Sept. 30, compared to Spence’s $7.2 million (which included $4 million of Spence’s own money). Nixon had spent $8.9 million, compared to $4.67 million for Spence. As of Sept. 30, the governor had $4.9 million in the bank, compared to $1.5 million for Spence.

Those tallies didn’t include Spence’s latest $1 million, nor the latest infusions from the Democratic Governors Association and the Republican Governors Association.

In any case, Spence’s decision to inject more of his personal wealth into the last days of his campaign possibly makes it less likely that the governor, the titular head of the state Democratic Party, will entertain any last-minute thoughts of doling out any of his own money to down-ballot Democratic candidates who aren’t in good financial shape.
Todd Akin Finds His Own "Reverend Wright" In Radical Militia Leader
Riverfront Times
This week isn't the first time Todd Akin has had to answer questions about his relationship with Tim Dreste, one of the country's most infamous anti-abortion activists of the 1990s. But with election day just two weeks away, a national media that's always achin' for some Akin, and news that Akin was arrested not just once (as he had previously disclosed) but four times in the 1980s for participating in anti-abortion protests, Akin is receiving some high-profile scrutiny this time around. 

Salon's Alex Seiz-Wald published a lengthy piece yesterday about Akin's alleged ties to extremist militia and pro-life groups led by Dreste. Seiz-Wald asserts that Akin was arrested with Dreste's group Pro-Life Direct Action and other anti-abortion organizations that used highly intimidating, sometimes violent, tactics to prevent women from getting abortions. 

So who is this Tim Dreste guy Salon and other media outlets are so upset about?

The Riverfront Times profiled the man many consider to be some mix of "domestic terrorist, religious fanatic, paramilitary right-wing nut" in 1999, following his federal conviction for co-conspiring to kill, assault or do bodily harm to physicians who provide abortions.

Yesterday, Salon's Alex Seitz-Wald published a lengthy piece called "Todd Akin's Militia Ties Exposed." We reached Dreste by phone last night but he said he was unaware of the articles that tie him to Akin and didn't want to comment. Dreste has been prohibited from distributing pro-life literature, fined $6 million by federal court, and scorned by the "mainstream" pro-life movement--moves that have effectively silenced him in the last decade. 

But RFT's Melinda Roth uncovered some pretty chilling anti-abortion tactics Dreste innovated and personally practiced back in the 1980s and 1990s, when Akin was still running in his circles: 

· Dreste was the protégé of John Ryan, a Catholic anti-abortion activist, who was later ostracized from the movement for having an extramarital affair. Ryan believed that he and his followers should do anything possible to prevent the murder of a child. "If it's radical for us to enter an abortion clinic and place ourselves between a murderer and his victim, then I want to be a radical," Ryan once said at a National Right to Life convention. 

· Ryan taught Dreste to blockade clinic doors to buy more time with the women seeking abortions. Akin was arrested for using the "blockade technique", which was commonly used in the 80s and early 90s, even though obstructing private property has always been illegal. Still, Dreste describes the effectiveness of staging a blockade: 
"And it was working because it allowed our counselors a longer time on the sidewalk to talk with the girls. I mean, you get 30 seconds to one minute to talk to these girls, but if you've got a lot of people blocking the door, you have more time. If you can just talk to them for a few minutes, there's good chance you can get through to them." 

· Sally Burgess, director of Hope for Women Clinic in Granite City, IL said this of Dreste and his followers (who were regular fixtures outside her clinic):

"They used tactics like, when a patient was walking toward the clinic out on the sidewalk, they would get right in her face, and your tendency when somebody does that is to reach out and try to push them back. At that point, the protesters would call the police and file assault charges (against the woman), so that the patient would be sitting there in this very busy clinic and be dragged out by the police. Any little harassment thing like that, they would do."
  When President Bill Clinton signed the Freedom of Access to Entrances Act (FACE), making it a federal crime to engage in violent or disruptive behavior at abortion clinics in May 1993, Dreste took it as a declaration of war. Dreste wrote an op-ed for the Post-Dispatch from jail, questioning why his people were being thrown in jail while "militant homosexuals invade church services and spread AIDS-infected blood in legislative chambers, all the while being cheered on by the left for standing up for their causes." 

  After FACE became law, Dreste and other pro-lifers knew their ability to persuade women to turn around had been significantly compromised. Instead they decided to terrorize abortion providers. Bullet-proof vests and police escorts became the norm for women's clinic employees, following the 1993 murder of David Gunn, an abortion provider in Florida. Days after Gunn's murder, Dreste made a new sign for one of the doctors who rubbed him the wrong way at Hope Clinic: "DO YOU FEEL UNDER THE GUNN?" 

  In 1994, Dreste organized a convention in St. Louis for anti-abortion activists like him who would not commit to the national pro-life movement's edict to practice "nonviolence" (a wave of murders and violence wasn't very good PR for a movement that was trying to mainstream). At the convention, Dreste unveiled what would later be dubbed the "Wanted" poster, which showed a photograph of an abortion provider in Kansas City, who flew out to St. Louis to practice once a month, with the words "GUILTY of Crimes Against Humanity" written below. The poster listed the doctor's home and work addresses, enumerated his "crimes" and then, in a bold black font, issued a $500 reward. The posters flooded telephone poles and mailboxes across St. Louis.
Shortly after other activists took cues from Dreste, publishing their own "Wanted" posters and websites. One site asked readers to collect "evidence" against abortion providers or "baby butchers", including photos, videotapes, car makes and models, addresses, names of friends, phone numbers, Social Security numbers and the names and birth dates of spouses and children. It then printed the information alongside photos of the physicians in question. Names of doctors, judges and their relatives on this national "wanted list" were printed in black if they were still alive, gray if they had been wounded and crossed through with a line if they had been killed.

	

	


At a rally in O'Fallon last year Akin told the crowd that he had been arrested with other protesters outside a clinic 25 years earlier. "Don't tell anybody I'm a jail bird," he joked. He also said he reunited the evening before with "a group of people who had been in jail with me" who were all "involved in the pro-life movement." Sounds like a sketchy--but not altogether surprising--gathering. Salon speculates that Dreste was arrested in the same batch as Akin, and also accuses the Senate candidate of being a little too friendly with Dreste's militia groups well into the 1990s. 

Is Tim Dreste to Todd Akin what Jeremiah Wright or Bill Ayers were to Barack Obama? Another sketchy extremist who had an unknown relationship with a candidate decades ago? Looks like it. 

As Obama's questionable ties to leftie radicals only seemed to incite and outrage the Fox News set, we predict revelations about Akin's connections to these anti-abortion groups won't change many votes. Unless you've been living under a rock here, it should come as no surprise that this guy hates abortion with astonishing fervor. 

A week after RFT's feature came out, Dreste foreshadowed Akin's bullheaded commitment to a post no one wanted him in anymore. The Beacon's political reporter Jo Mannies--then writing for the Post-Dispatch--wrote that Dreste refused to resign from a state GOP committee he sat on, even as Republicans all around him called on him to step down. Sound familiar?

Three months after the Missouri GOP first called for his resignation from a party post, anti-abortion activist Tim Dreste says he's staying put. 

That's embarrassing state Republican leaders and rankling abortion-rights supporters, who on Wednesday distributed leaflets in downtown Clayton that called on the GOP to take action. Copies were delivered to the Clayton office for the state's two top Republicans, Sens. Christopher S. Bond and John Ashcroft.

Later Wednesday, both senators issued a statement renewing the party's call for Dreste to quit. He reaffirmed that he won't.

EDITORIALS … & Letters to the Editor
He Has Our Values

Posted: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 5:00 pm Washington Missourian
Congressman Blaine Luetkemeyer of St. Elizabeth in Miller County, now representing Missouri’s District 3, may be lacking in flamboyancy, but he’s good fit with the people he represents. He walks and talks the pace and language of people in his district. He is a Republican.

He’s a small businessman and farmer who has been successful the old-fashioned way — by working hard. His values are the same as people in the district. He served in the Missouri House for six years and then was appointed director of the Missouri Division of Tourism, gaining useful experience and continuing to learn more about the state.

Luetkemeyer was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives in 2008 in what then was the 9th District. It became the 3rd District under redistricting after the 2010 census. He currently is serving on the powerful House Financial Services Committee. He previously served on the Agriculture Committee, Small Business Committee and Oversight and Government Reform Committee. He has received numerous business and agriculture awards. He also has been given many endorsements. The endorsements include the Missouri Farm Bureau, Missouri Right to Life, NRA, U.S. Chamber of Commerce, National Federation of Independent Businesses and the Missouri Corn Growers group.

He was re-elected to Congress in 2010, receiving 70 percent of the vote. This farmer/businessman knows the district and its people. He understands job creation and the need for economic development. His views reflect a conservative agenda across the board.

Luetkemeyer is seeking a third term. He’s gaining stature in the House. We need to keep him there.

Editorial: Wagner, Emerson are solid choices for Congress

17 hours ago • By the Editorial Board, St. Louis Post-Dispatch
Last month, Gallup reported that Congress had an approval rating of 13 percent, the lowest it's ever been this close to a presidential election. Congress' Gallup ratings have been diving since 2002, when they were at 52 percent, falling steadily each year since.

Missouri's congressional contests this year help explain why.

Of the eight races for Congress, only one, mid-Missouri's 4th District race between Republican incumbent Vicky Hartzler and Democrat Teresa Hensley, is even being competitively contested. In every other race, only one candidate has a realistic chance of winning. The all-but-guaranteed winners, be they Democrat William Lacy Clay Jr., in St. Louis' 1st District, or Republican Blaine Luetkemeyer in northeast Missouri's 3rd District, tend to be ideologically extreme.

It's a double whammy of bad governance: Voters have no legitimate choices, and the candidates have no incentive to move to the middle. Gridlock is all but guaranteed.

There is one open seat for Congress in Missouri this year, the one being vacated by Republican Todd Akin. Unfortunately, it's not very competitive either. Republican Ann Wagner is going to run away with the newly configured 2nd District that encompasses St. Louis County and parts of Jefferson and St. Charles counties. Democrat Glenn Koenen, with little funding and no real support from the national party, will finish a distant second.

If public policy positions were our only measuring stick, we would endorse Mr. Koenen, a former director of the Circle of Concern food pantry, a tireless advocate for the poor, a man who offered us this insight into his political philosophy:

“The government can't make the world fair,” he said, “But the government can protect us from the worst of what's going on.”

Ms. Wagner, on the other hand, endorses the tired Republican claim that government regulation is hurting business growth. She's opposed to most elements of the Affordable Care Act and the Dodd-Frank regulations intended to rein in Wall Street abuses.

She's flat out wrong on those issues, though we give her credit for, unlike many Republicans, even being able to call the health care act by its given name, and recognizing that many of its elements are positive and should be retained in some fashion.

Being a member of Congress, however, is about much more than where one stands on policy. Either winner in the 2nd District will be occupy but one of 435 seats. He or she will be a freshman, with very little influence.

Ms. Wagner recognizes a fundamental truth about the recent past of the St. Louis congressional delegation, even though the criticism hits some targets in her own party:

“We've lost some clout,” she says about St. Louis. “This district needs somebody to put it back on the map again. It has been missing an advocate.”

Ms. Wagner is right.

She has been a U.S. ambassador, albeit to the not-exactly-tempest-tossed Grand Duchy of Luxembourg. She is a former chair of the Missouri Republican Party and co-chair of the Republican National Committee. She is a mother and a businesswoman. She is married to Ray Wagner, a vice president and chief lobbyist for Enterprise Rent-A-Car. She has the background and connections to become a powerful advocate.

This page long has lamented the Missouri Republican Party's recent embrace of extremism, now in full flower with Mr. Akin's campaign for U.S. Senate. We recall the days of Republican stalwarts like Christopher “Kit” Bond, the former U.S. senator and two-term governor, who would get trashed in a GOP primary these days.

Ms. Wagner was the chairman of the party when Mr. Bond was at its helm. She is the sort of serious, credible person who can bring the party back to respectability.

We endorse Ann Wagner for Congress.

Some Republicans will scoff at this, and Democrats, too. Should Ms. Wagner fall in line behind the crackpots her party, we may come to regret it. But Ms. Wagner told us:

“I want your endorsement, I want to do the job, to reach out to Democrat and Republican mayors. It has been awhile since the region has had somebody willing to do that.”

As part of the new Congress, Ms. Wagner will have to take a position on responsible deficit reduction. It won't help that she meekly signed anti-tax crusader Grover Norquist's “no tax increase” pledge. But she doesn't take a firm, unmovable position on dealing with the nation's financial crisis. She supports elements of the bipartisan Simpson-Bowles deficit reduction plan. She holds out that her final vote on the debt ceiling increase and the balance between budget cuts and revenue growth “depends on the package.”

Fair enough.

Ms. Wagner should follow the example of fellow Republican Jo Ann Emerson of Missouri's 8th District, which includes part of Jefferson County. We endorse Ms. Emerson in her race against Democrat Jack Rushin because she has the fairest voting record of any Republican in Missouri's delegation.

According to the National Journal rankings of congressional members based on their votes, Ms. Emerson in 2011 ranked 44.3 on the liberal scale and 55.7 on the conservative scale, one of the most balanced voting records in Congress.

Ms. Emerson was a “moderate” before it became a dirty word in some GOP circles. She's not anti-union. She generally votes based on the needs of her economically battered district. She's not opposed to finding common ground with Democrats.

Right now, the nation sees Todd Akin as the face of the Republican Party in Missouri. In Ms. Wagner and Ms. Emerson, the Missouri GOP has a different example to follow.

Ms. Wagner told us she's "in love" with her district. We hope it's tough love. But there's no doubt she'd be a step up from Mr. Akin and a step in the right direction for her party. 

Zweifel for Treasurer

Posted: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 5:00 pm Washington Missourian
Clint Zweifel is seeking re-election as state treasurer. He is completing his first four-year term. He’s a Democrat.

When any officeholder seeks re-election, the natural thing is to look at his or her record. We’ve done that with Zweifel. He’s got a good record.

He has managed the state’s money well and has had a hand in protecting the state’s AAA credit rating. Missouri is one of only nine states with a perfect rating from the three major rating agencies. The state has annual revenue of about $23 billion and has a $4 billion investment portfolio. Zweifel has managed those funds carefully. He was the only statewide elected official to receive an “excellent” rating from the state auditor for performance and accountability. He achieved a fair-market rate of return on state deposits.

His work has touched Franklin County. He invested more than $18 million in low-interest loans for farmers and businesses in Franklin County. In May 2008, there was $2.7 million in active loans in Franklin County. In May 2012, there was $6.8 million in active loans in the county for farmers and small businesses.

The treasurer improved college savings for Franklin County families: more than $16.3 million invested in more than 1,800 accounts for Missouri 529 College Savings Plan.

His statewide record in awarding about $1.1 billion in low-interest loans for farmers and small businesses also is laudable. He eliminated much red tape in improving access to low-cost capital, increasing the amount of investment across the state. He tripled the number of participating banking lenders in the Missouri Linked Deposit Program.

One of the areas in which he has excelled is in returning more than $125 million in unclaimed property to over 402,000 individuals. He has improved the process to return these funds to rightful owners.

Zweifel has worked hard as treasurer and has improved operation of the office, promoting fiscal accountability and transparency. He’s been a good public official. He should be retained in the treasurer’s office. 
No-Shows in Show-Me State

By Bill Miller Sr., Washington Missourian Editor | Posted: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 5:00 pm 
Missouri is being ignored by the presidential candidates. Neither Mitt Romney or President Barack Obama has bothered to make an appearance in Missouri.

The reason is that President Obama has conceded Missouri to Romney. And, the challenger believes he has the state locked up so why spend time here when it would be more profitable for him to go to one of the real battleground states in the quest for voters.

AP Jefferson City correspondent David Lieb has an excellent commentary on this subject. It is included in this issue’s editorial pages.

Even though Missouri is expected to be conservative Republican at the polls in November in the presidential race, a couple of the Democratic state candidates are expected to win along with Sen. Claire McCaskill, who is in a closer than expected race with Republican Todd Akin. Democrat Jay Nixon is expected to be re-elected governor in his race with Dave Spence, State Treasurer Clint Zweifel generally has the nod over Cole McNary and Attorney General Chris Koster probably is going to be back in that office for another four years.

We no longer are District 9 in the U.S. House. We’re now District 3 and incumbent Blaine Luetkemeyer, a Republican, is a heavy favorite over the Democratic candidate, Eric C. Mayer, who is a complete unknown.

When it comes to tagging Missouri a Republican or a Democratic state, it’s no easy task. Politics in Missouri is like the weather — it changes often. Franklin County voters are much like the rest of the people in the state when it comes to presidential elections. It appears to be a good bet that Franklin County will go for Romney. Obama lost in Missouri by a slim margin in 2008, by 3,903 votes. He will lose Missouri by much more than that this year. Romney is better liked than John McCain was four years ago.

In Franklin County in 2008, Obama lost to McCain — 55.3 percent voting for McCain and 42.9 percent for Obama. The spread in the county could be greater this year.

Of note is that since 1936, Franklin County voters have been with the eventual presidential winner 70.5 percent of the time!

Obama’s record is such that in the past four years, he hasn’t won over a greater percentage of Missouri voters. In fact, we won’t guess a number, or percentage, but the president has lost supporters. How do we know? It’s a gut feeling from talking to Missourians. The president hasn’t shown Missourians much in governing, especially in getting the economy moving. Missourians know more about Obama than they did four years ago.

In our lifetime, we have witnessed presidential candidates who made a lot of promises. Obama was one of those candidates long on promises and anybody who had been around for a time knew he couldn’t fulfill all of what he said he would do. Voters now know the emptiness of many of those promises.

All presidential candidates make promises. The one thing to remember, and which they never tell you, is that they need Congress’ backing to do what they say they are going to accomplish. Yes, they do say sometimes they will unite with Congress to bring all of us health and prosperity.

Working with Congress always is a challenge even when the same party controls the White House and Congress. Control in numbers does not always mean unity.
Sen. Marco Rubio gets back to his Missouri roots

By MARY SANCHEZ
The Kansas City Star 

Welcome back to Missouri, Senator Rubio.

U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio, in Kansas City Wednesday, has a Midwest connection. It’s an academically unimpressive one, but something he doesn’t sugarcoat in his autobiography, “An American Son.”

Rubio attended college in Tarkio, a small northwest Missouri town.

How the Cuban-American wound up at Tarkio College could be titled: Yes, you, too, can graduate high school with a 2.1 grade point average, attend a financially doomed college, yet one day be considered as a vice presidential pick and command people to fork over $10,000 for a photo with you.

Rubio thankfully skips the pretty veneer people tend to ascribe to immigrants, refusing to discount the emotional and psychological tolls. Rather, he speaks of eventually accepting the responsibilities of his generation — the one his parents and grandparents sacrificed for.

Rubio’s early background is filled with a wide range of experiences, many in contradiction to assumptions about his Cuban Florida roots. 

He’s raising funds for Mitt Romney. Wednesday’s breakfast event at the InterContinental Hotel was $1,000 a head, with those raising or contributing $10,000 eligible for a picture with the boyish-looking 41-year-old.

In his book, Rubio is honest about the academic failings and athletic aspirations that first brought him to Missouri.

He wanted to play college football. As a youth, Don Shula’s Dolphins meant everything to him. Rubio chose Tarkio because of the financial aid it offered and because coaches there would let him try out for wide receiver. He’d been a defensive back.

Tarkio gave Rubio more stars than he had ever seen in a night sky, his first chance at being “a significant contributor on a football team,” and a town filled with “the nicest people I have ever met.”

It is also where he came “to grips with the fact that I did not have NFL talent.” 

He worried credits wouldn’t transfer and that the school’s financial problems would force termination of the football program. A fear that he had nerve damage in his neck forced his decision. Rubio left. Tarkio College closed soon after, by 1992.

Rubio returned to Florida, attended community college to get his grades up, earned an undergraduate degree and later a law degree. 

Of Cuban exiles he writes: “They would accept their loss, and devote themselves to giving their sacrifice a purpose. Their children and grandchildren would never suffer what they had suffered.”

Rubio reignited a fascination with politics that had been nurtured in his boyhood by a beloved grandfather. The rest is a better-known story.
Fair or Foul: Proactive on the ACA; revealing audit at Mizzou.

20 hours ago • By Kevin Horrigan, St. Louis Post-Dispatch
FAIR: To BJC Healthcare, which is responding to the Affordable Care Act not by whining but by taking steps to prepare for it. BJC and three hospital system partners in Kansas City, Springfield, Ill., and Springfield, Mo., have formed a collaborative aimed at reducing costs and sharing information about best medical practices. The health reform law contains incentives that will reward hospitals for quality of care, not merely volume. Like the Affordable Care Act itself, the new BJC Collaborative is not a magic bullet. But both are important steps in the right direction.

FOUL: To Michael Schumacher, director of video operations at the University Missouri-Columbia athletic department, for putting a $7,600 tab — including a $2,000 “tip” — at a Las Vegas strip club on his university-issued credit card. While this doesn't rank with former Savvis Inc. CEO and “lap dunce” Robert McCormick's $241,000 topless club tab in 2003, it raises the same question: How does someone think auditors will let him get away with that? Mr. Schumacher's 2011 fling at the Olympic Garden on the Vegas (you should pardon the expression) strip was revealed Tuesday by the Associated Press, which filed an open records request to see a 2012 outside audit of university business functions. Mr. Schumacher has repaid the money and the athletic department now has revoked 32 of the 120 credit cards it issued.

Politics play a major role in our society
Truman Index

I love politics.

I love the rush of not knowing what will happen. I love meeting the politicians, hearing about their stances and most importantly, why they are running for office. I even love the hundreds of emails sent to voters from their campaign managers.

Yeah, that last one was a little facetious, but I promise the other two were true.

I commend people who have the courage to put the facet of their lives in front of the public eye so they can fight to try to make whatever differences they think they can in office. I also commend the patient families behind those politicians who go through the same open scrutiny.

Clearly, I couldn’t do what politicians do. I’m the one who wants to know about their lives, the way their campaigns operate and what motivates them.

It’s a good thing we don’t mimic our political reporting in the Index after that of certain mass media markets, because then we would be trying to figure out who would win based on whose pin on their lapel was larger, and frankly, my dear, I don’t give a … well, you know.

We have the chance to see a different side of politics at the grassroots level. Sure there still are some of the larger issues that are a part of national races, such as campaign contributions, but local politicians have the chance to show the heart behind their stances.

They can use their years of experience living in the area and work directly with their 35,000 constituents during an almost daily basis.

Next week, the news section of the Index will be devoted to this political process as we preview the upcoming week’s elections.

We’re going to spend the next week-and-a-half delving into state ballot measures, local campaign financing, advertisement in the district and features about the campaign managers. And I hope you read it front to back.

Considering recent efforts to register students to vote, I think next week’s paper especially will be an important read for those students who might have switched their registration to Adair County to help make educated ballot decisions Nov. 6.

I’m a strong advocate for students and their right to vote in Adair County. We pay property taxes through rent rates and other local sales tax that benefits things like sidewalk and street construction, and have just about equal investment in the outcome of the races when things like higher education and the job market for graduates are such crucial issues.

To students I say: get educated. Time is running out. Be confident when you walk into your designated voting place on Nov. 6. You might not share my passion for politics, but you certainly share the investment in the outcome.

Don’t Be Fooled by Prop B

By Tim Otten, New Haven | Posted: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 5:00 pm 
To The Washington Missourian Editor:

This November, voters should say no to Proposition B.

The Missourian’s editorial for Prop B suggests that Missouri will be a healthier state if we pass this bill. Do we really want to give more money to the politicians?

If we really want to be a healthier state, there are better ways to do this than raise taxes. Just like we were promised with money from casinos and the lottery,

Proposition B says it will fund education. We’re tired of all the broken promises and politicians diverting our tax dollars. Prop B is just another scheme to get our money and use it for politicians’ own projects or for special interests.

If the casinos and lottery were supposed to fund our schools, how come we are faced with another massive tax increase in Prop B?

Since 2001, Missouri has received over $1.8 billion in tobacco funds. Less than 1 percent of that money has been used for prevention programs. Most of the money was used by politicians to fill holes in the state budget just like the funds raised from casinos and the lottery.

If Proposition B were such a good idea, both Gov. Jay Nixon and his challenger, Dave Spence, wouldn’t be opposing it. A similar tax increase was on the ballot in 2002 and 2006, and both times voters rejected it.

Don’t be fooled by this new tax grab. Vote no on Proposition B and tell the politicians to use the money they already have.
Protect Our Nonpartisan Courts

By William Ray Price | Posted: Wednesday, October 24, 2012 5:00 pm Washington Missourian
In 1940, the people of Missouri adopted “The Missouri Plan” to take judicial selection out of the control of corrupt politicians. Now, 70 years later, big money contributors and special interests are trying to recapture Missouri courts by changing the way judges are selected. Proposed Amendment 3 to the Missouri Constitution is a bad idea that should be defeated.

Prior to 1940 Missouri selected all of its judges in partisan elections. Political bosses controlled the process and controlled the courts. The leader of this effort was the infamous Tom Pendergast from Kansas City. In 1937, men and women from across Missouri came together to restore justice to our courts. They created the Missouri Nonpartisan Court Plan, enacted by a vote of the people in 1940, to remove the courts from the control of partisan political bosses.

The plan established a seven-member commission that selects a panel of the three best candidates for any appellate vacancy. The governor appoints the new judge from that panel. The commission is made up of three lawyers, elected by lawyers; three citizens, appointed by the governor; and the chief justice of the Missouri Supreme Court. After the governor appoints the new judge, the judge must stand for a retention election before the voters of Missouri. The plan provides multiple levels of checks and balances: the lawyers; the non-lawyers; the governor; and ultimately the people, in order to get the best and the fairest judges.

Sadly, that is exactly what the big contributors and special interests don’t want. They are used to making big contributions, to influence politicians, to get their way. They want to do that with judges too! The evidence is clear and shocking.

Judicial campaign contributions surged from $83.3 million in the period from 1990-1999, to $206.9 million from 2000-2009. Even more shocking, most of this money comes from a very few big spenders. A study of 29 elections in the nation’s 10 most costly states showed that the top five spenders in each race contributed an average of $473,000, while the remaining 116,000 contributors averaged just $850 each.

A Harris Poll released in 2010 found that over 70 percent of Americans, both Democrats and Republicans, believed that campaign contributions have a significant impact on courtroom decisions. Big money in judicial selection is a scandal!

Now those big contributors want to buy the Missouri courts. They want to change the Missouri Plan to eliminate the checks and balances and to give total control to the governor, so they can focus their contributions on one political office to influence who can become a judge. In everyday words, they want “one stop shopping.”

Missouri needs judges who will keep a level playing field in our courts, for all of us. Lawsuits need to be determined on the basis of facts and law, not because of who made the biggest contribution to the governor. We must protect the fairness and impartiality of our judges.

Please join me in protecting our nonpartisan courts. Vote No on Amendment 3.

* * *

Editor’s Note: William Ray Price, Jr., is a former Missouri Supreme Court judge and now is a partner in Armstrong Teasdale, LLP.
Spence would do better than Nixon has

11 hours ago, St. Louis Post-Dispatch
The Post-Dispatch on Oct. 21 described the four years of Gov. Jay Nixon as good. I agree, Nixon has been fairly good.

However, Missouri now needs a governor that will be better and best, who will bring jobs back to Missouri. Tax income will be increased, without increasing taxes.

Missouri will be made more favorable to creating jobs — reducing the costs of unemployment benefits as a result, and adding income tax payers who can support their families. A vote for Dave Spence will not be a repudiation of the present governor, but will be a vote for one who will be better and best.

Floyd Gilliam • Kirkwood
EPA steps in to save North County neighborhood

11 hours ago, St. Louis Post-Dispatch
The article "Company will clean up site in North County" (Oct. 19) described the contamination in the homes in the Elmwood Park neighborhood. It can't be a wealthy neighborhood. After state and federal regulators diddled around the issue of groundwater contamination in a residential area since 1981, the state decided to turn over the responsibility to protect the residents from toxic, cancer-causing leakage of trichloroethylene from a metal parts manufacturing in the 1950s to the EPA. The EPA got the present owner to agree to monitoring and remediation of the worst homes involved.

The natural gas industry's boogeyman, the EPA, stepped up and, once again, has forced a manufacturer to take responsibility for contaminating ground water. This is part of the true cost of all the businesses that use toxic chemicals in their manufacturing, as well as society's cost of medical care of the affected people.

Don't listen to radical conservative critics of the EPA regulators; here's an example of how they saved us, again.

Thomas Kennedy • Sullivan
Letters | Women in politics, Iraq war, change Scouting


Kansas City Star
Women in politics

I was talking recently to a young woman, who when we were discussing Sen. Claire McCaskill said, “I can’t stand that woman. She comes across too strong.”

I had to smile because this very same young woman is successful in her own career because she’s anything but a shrinking violet. She speaks her mind with authority, and, in general, respects other women who speak theirs.

Except for women in politics, of course. It seems everyone, including my young friend, expects women politicians and lawmakers to stay “ladylike,” as McCaskill’s Republican challenger, Todd Akins, apparently prefers regardless of the freedoms at stake — freedoms we claim today at least in part because generations of women were anything but wimpy.

It’s time women running for office in the Kansas City area such as Sen. McCaskill; Teresa Hensley, seeking a U.S. House seat; and Missouri state Senate candidate Sandra Reeves — Republican women, too — are allowed to speak what needs to be said without being called overbearing and without having to wear the dainty white gloves our mothers packed away without regret so many years ago.

Sue Wright

Liberty

Iraq, war Obama lost

When Barack Obama became president in 2008, this entailed the immense responsibility of becoming commander in chief, a tall order for a man who had never managed anything. President George W. Bush handed Obama a victory in Iraq, thanks to the surge that Obama had opposed.

All Obama and Vice President Joe Biden had to do was negotiate a Status of Force Agreement to ensure a continued presence of American forces to maintain order. Obama ignored the recommendations of senior officers to keep a force of around 16,000 and proposed a force of 6,000 people, something that Biden was unable to achieve. 

To no surprise for people who know him and his pathetic record of being wrong on most international issues, Iraq is now descending into chaos, and our brave soldiers may have died in vain, to Obama and Biden’s everlasting shame.

When people go to the polls in November, the key questions they need to ask are: Do we want to keep these two inept politicians in charge of the best armed forces in the world, and do we trust them with our security? The obvious answer to both is a resounding no.

Claire Seem

Stanley

Scouting must change

It is with great feelings of sadness that I am shipping away my Eagle Scout insignia in protest of the Boy Scouts of America’s policy of “not granting membership to open or avowed homosexuals.”

I am, however, not returning the insignia to the national office of the Boy Scouts of America and instead sending it to Scouting For All at P.O. Box 2832, Petaluma, Calif. 94953-2832, where it will be held in trust until the Boy Scouts choose not to discriminate against my brothers in scouting.

I would, however, request to be removed from the Boy Scout rolls identifying me as obtaining my Eagle Scout from Troop 23 of Bartlesville, Okla., on Jan. 23, 1996, until such a time exists that the Boy Scouts organization recognizes the inherent worth of all people and does not actively or passively discriminate against any group.

Scouting played a central part in my adolescence and ultimately shaped me into the man I am today, a fact that until recently I held in high regard. As a youth, I took the teachings of scouting to heart, believing that the Scout Law provided appropriate guidance for life into adulthood. It is unfortunate that the National Council seems to have forgotten the Scout Law.

David Jackel

Independence

Star recommendations

For me, selecting a candidate to support is a very simple process. I look at who The Star’s editorial board recommends, and then I vote for the opponent.

Thomas J. Moran

Belton

Combating voter fraud?

I have to admit, at first I was skeptical. The effort to establish voter identification legislation in some 30 states did initially appear to be a Republican effort to suppress likely voters for President Barack Obama.

What else could justify this rush to restriction when voter fraud is extremely rare? Ah, but now we have it.

Several Florida counties have found evidence of suspicious voter registration. And the culprit? A firm hired by the state Republican Party to sign up new voters. 

There really is no honor among thieves.

Jim Waltz

Kansas City

Indecisive Romney

Does Republican presidential nominee Mitt Romney think people are stupid? He was interviewed recently talking about his “empathy” because he insured all people when he was governor of Massachusetts.

Just a few hours later at a campaign rally, he pledged to repeal Obamacare, therefore leaving millions of people uninsured.

Which is it? Romney cannot have it both ways. 

Can Romney make up his mind on anything?

Stephen M Gordon, D.O.

Leawood

Political misdialing

Now I really have a reason to detest those automated political phone calls. I received a phone call from former Arkansas governor and current Fox News personality Mike Huckabee asking for my support for Missouri Republican Senate candidate Todd Akin.

Mr. Akin should be glad he could not hear my unladylike response. You see, I’ll never vote for Mr. Akin despite his calls to my home phone.

I live in Kansas.

Kathyrn Bach

Basehor

News media malarkey

If you look beyond the presidential candidates’ personalities, it’s clear the policies of each party have contrasting visions for our country’s future. This election has more to do with those policies than the candidates themselves.

President Barack Obama’s administration clearly demonstrates policies of larger government with tax-and-spend agendas that have had minimal effect, if any. Remember, this country was founded on a free-enterprise system — a government by the people, for the people.

It’s not bad to be rich. The laws provide tax breaks for the people who provide many of the jobs we so desperately need. Don’t condemn them for participating in their legal right to participate in these job-creating policies.

Republican presidential nominee Mitt Romney, while not as eloquent a speaker as Mr. Obama, has visions of a reduced national debt, less government interference and fiscal responsibility. Look no further than his selection of Rep. Paul Ryan, a true fiscal conservative, as his running mate.

Open your eyes, people. Are you really better off than you were four years ago? If you think so, you must be watching the mainstream media and taking that malarkey hook, line and sinker.

Kurt Suchomel

Lee’s Summit

More cuts in Kansas

Earlier this year, Gov. Sam Brownback wanted everyone to know that his tax cuts have created a surplus and would create jobs. Now the story is more cuts to education, social services and other services.

We have also read that test scores have dropped in Kansas for the first time in years.

Brownback wants to hire a commission to try to figure this out. Let me save him some money.

Higher ratio of students to teachers, fewer support staff and a higher diversity in the classrooms. Not rocket science.

The last time you needed to call the state with an issue, how long did you wait for someone to answer your question? At least a half hour? 

Haven’t they cut enough jobs?

Yep, folks, when they are looking to save money in the budget, jobs are cut.

If you are concerned about the high unemployment rate, maybe we need to start looking at the jobs that are being lost in the name of tax cuts and budget cuts.

Donna Sunderson

Olathe

GOP, birth control

I am continually amazed at the amount of political misinformation out there and distortion of facts. It is absurd to state that Republican presidential nominee Mitt Romney is out to take away women’s birth-control rights.

One may not agree with the GOP’s position, but let’s get it right. The issue is that an employer (such as a Catholic institution) should not be forced to have insurance that covers birth control if it violates its religious teachings.

An employee can still buy birth-control products. They just won’t be covered by insurance. If people don’t agree with this, they shouldn’t work for such an organization.

Toni Hutton

Lenexa

Diversity Diva column

Please look at The Star’s business section on Oct. 23 and read Michelle T. Johnson’s column, “Look inside for bias, stereotypes.” The truth about bias, discrimination and prejudice is clearly presented. They are in the heart and soul of each person.

Only one individual can change your heart. That is you.

Laws, rules, speeches and sermons are nice. But it is within you that change must take place.

Richard Blaisdell

Kansas City
