[image: image1.jpg]


Missouri Senate Communications


Daily News Clips

Collected/Archived for Sat-Mon, Aug. 11-13, 2012
, Page 80 of 82


Nixon, Spence make appeal to Mo. farm organization 

Aug 10, 9:44 PM EDT

By DAVID A. LIEB, Associated Press
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- Gov. Jay Nixon and his businessman challenger, Dave Spence, sought to appeal to Missouri's agricultural leaders Friday by touting their commitment to stand up to outside interests jeopardizing the rural way of life and to over-reaching regulations proposed by President Barack Obama's administration.

Nixon, a Democrat, said he already has done so - recounting at great length how he has battled to protect the flow of the Missouri River, opposed a potential federal regulation affecting child labor on farms and worked out a revision to a dog-breeding law.

Spence, a Republican, countered that Nixon has remained on the sidelines instead of taking early positions on controversial issues such as the dog-breeding initiative, and he asserted that Nixon's administration should be doing more to oppose the Environmental Protection Agency and "all the crazy regulations coming out of Washington, D.C."

The gubernatorial candidates spoke to a political action committee of the Missouri Farm Bureau, which has historically endorsed Republicans. Nixon came about as close as possible to achieving a neutral stance from the organization. The group voted by 68 percent to endorse Spence, barely exceeding the two-thirds majority necessary for endorsement under the group's policies.

Spence, who won a GOP primary Tuesday to challenge Nixon, is the former president and CEO of St. Louis-based Alpha Packaging, which makes plastic bottles for pharmaceuticals and other personal health care products. He acknowledged to the couple hundred farmers at Friday's forum that he isn't one of them.

But "I understand that your family farm - of which Missouri has the most in the country - is a business," Spence said. "I'm not sure a career politician truly, truly gets that."

Nixon is seeking a second term as governor after serving a record 16 years as attorney general and six as a state senator. He sought to persuade farmers that he has spent a career fighting for their interests. He highlighted an initiative to expand high-speed Internet to rural communities, his efforts to expand agricultural exports to foreign countries and a drought-relief program that has approved more than 4,000 applications totaling nearly $20 million to drill new wells or pump water to parched farms.

"That has been indicative, quite frankly, of the commitment we've shown to Missouri's farm families," Nixon said.

After Missouri voters approved a 2010 initiative toughening regulations on commercial dog-breeders, the Republican-led state Legislature passed a bill last year relaxing those regulations. Only then did Nixon publicly announce that he was convening various agricultural and state-based animal welfare groups to come up with a compromise. The Legislature then passed a second bill - which Nixon signed into law - that revamped the voter-approved initiative. On Friday, Nixon touted his role in striking that compromise.

"We're just not going to let out-of-state activists come in and tell us right from wrong," Nixon said.

Spence, however, criticized Nixon for waiting so long to get involved in the controversial issue. If he were governor, Spence said he would have publicly denounced the initiative before it even went to voters. He said the dog-breeding initiative was symbolic of the way Nixon makes decisions.

"We're suffering from some of the worst leadership in the history of the state right now," Spence said. "No opinion is rendered unless it's (legislation) on his desk and he takes a poll and he talks to labor unions and personal injury attorneys."

If elected governor, Spence said he would consider transferring the authority to issue regulatory permits from the Department of Natural Resources to the Department of Economic Development, where he said there could be a greater emphasis on helping businesses that need government approval for projects.

Nixon told reporters after speaking to the Farm Bureau that he is always open to studying government reorganization but didn't see much need for Spence's proposed change.

"I'm not sure that just moving one part of government to another part of government is a solution to anything," Nixon said.

McCaskill, Akin explain farm bill differences 

Aug 10, 9:45 PM EDT

By DAVID A. LIEB, Associated Press
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- Democratic Sen. Claire McCaskill stressed her support for federal crop insurance legislation and other rural interests Friday while her new Republican challenger, U.S. Rep. Todd Akin, defended his opposition to past farm bills because of their expansive spending on food stamp programs.

McCaskill and Akin both spoke to a political action committee of the Missouri Farm Bureau in their first chance to greet each other since Akin won Missouri's GOP Senate primary on Tuesday. They cordially shook hands and congratulated each other as McCaskill exited and Akin entered the Farm Bureau headquarters in Jefferson City. Out of each other's earshot, however, McCaskill criticized Akin's positions as outside of the mainstream while Akin claimed McCaskill was a rubber stamp for President Barack Obama.

The Missouri Farm Bureau's political committee has traditionally served as one of the first stops for candidates coming off primary victories as they shift their focus to the November general election. The organization has a history of endorsing Republicans for U.S. Senate and governor. Friday was no exception, as Akin received 99 percent of the vote from the PAC, which could translate into cash for his campaign.

McCaskill acknowledged upfront that she was unlikely to win the Farm Bureau's support, but she told the group of a couple hundred farmers that if they would block out the names and party affiliations of the candidates, they would discover that they liked the positions she has taken. She cited her support for the farm bill, which sets policies on federal aid to farmers, highlighted her fight to block the closure of rural post offices and asserted that she "took a two-by-four to the regulators" to stop proposals by Obama's administration on such things as farm dust and child labor on farms.

"I'm going to win this race, and it won't make any difference whether you endorse me or not, because I'm still going to be there fighting for you," McCaskill bluntly told the farm organization.

Akin, who has represented a suburban St. Louis House district for the past dozen years, was asked by a farmer why he has opposed the farm bill, which is up for renewal this year. Akin explained that the majority of the spending in the legislation goes to food stamps and other entitlement programs.

"Most of the farm part of the thing, I'm quite reasonable and pretty comfortable with," said Akin, adding that he understands the need to create stability in agricultural markets. But "I've never been a big fan of the government, and particularly more and more and more growing those programs," such as food subsidies for lower-income families.

House Republican leaders have declined to bring the farm bill to the floor for a vote, fearing that disputes over food stamps would lead to its defeat. The House bill would cut current food stamp spending by about 2 percent, or $1.6 billion, a year. The Senate version, which McCaskill supported, would reduce food stamp spending by about $400 million a year.

McCaskill and Akin also differed somewhat when asked about the federal estate tax, which farmers referred to as the "death tax" at Friday's forum. A Republican plan pending in Congress would maintain the current 35 percent top tax rate paid by people who inherit estates and would not tax the first $5.12 million. A Democratic version would boost the top tax rate to 55 percent, exempting the first $1 million in an estate's value.

McCaskill said she opposed the plan put forth by Democratic leaders, insisting she would not vote for anything that exempts less than the first $5 million in an estate's value and noting that she had co-sponsored a bill that also would have kept the current 35 percent tax rate. Akin said he doesn't support the premise of the estate tax.

"I support keeping the death tax as low as we can get it. Zero would be just about right for me," Akin said to applause.

Farm Bureau Federation endorses Republican slate
The Farm Bureau has never endorsed a Democrat in a statewide contest and its members have long been politically active in conservative causes.

August 11, 2012 12:15 am

By Virginia Young, St. Louis Post-Dispatch

JEFFERSON CITY • St. Louis businessman Dave Spence, the Republican nominee for governor, promised farmers on Friday that he would "have your back" in fending off burdensome government regulations.

The Democratic incumbent, Gov. Jay Nixon, said his record of taking on out-of-state interests on dog-breeding and Missouri River issues shows his commitment to standing up for agriculture.

In the end, Spence won the endorsement of the influential Missouri Farm Bureau Federation's political action committee. But in a sign of Nixon's strong rural ties, Spence got the bare number of votes needed. The Farm Bureau has never endorsed a Democrat in a statewide contest and its members have long been politically active in conservative causes.

In another race, Rep. Todd Akin, the Republican challenger to Democratic U.S. Sen. Claire McCaskill, emerged with the group's nearly unanimous backing.

All four candidates made spirited pitches to about 250 Farm Bureau members gathered at the group's headquarters in Jefferson City. The 97-year-old organization is the state's largest agricultural group, with offices in every county. The federation's holding company also owns several insurance companies.

Friday's presentations offered the first back-to-back comparison of the candidates since they won their respective parties' primaries on Tuesday and showed the tone each will set heading into the Nov. 6 general election.

Spence, who spent 25 years building a plastics business in St. Louis, stressed that he had worked in the "real world" and would bring common sense and better customer service to state government.

"I'm not a politician," Spence said. "I'm a problem-solver."

Nixon, who served 16 years as attorney general before becoming governor in 2009, touted his understanding and personal involvement in complex issues, such as fights with the Army Corps of Engineers over Missouri River usage.

"You've got to have somebody in the position that understands the depth of this issue and has been in the game," the governor said.

Nixon also sought to distance himself from Washington politics and President Barack Obama by noting that the state is working to get a new Midwestern oil pipeline built across 11 Missouri counties, in contrast to the federal controversy over a different pipeline.

"While everybody else was pointing fingers and doing that, we were working hard" to bring investment and construction jobs to the state, Nixon said.

Nixon also said he had partnered with farmers on projects such as drought aid, broadband expansion, a rural crimes team and furthering exports of Missouri agricultural products.

He noted that he signed a bill that protected a sales tax exemption for farm equipment and another that barred activists from taking unauthorized photos of farming practices. He said he has consistently supported subsidies for biodiesel and ethanol.

On agriculture issues, Spence admitted that he had no background but said he would defer to the Farm Bureau's expertise.

In a jab at Nixon's agriculture director, Jon Hagler, whose farming background stemmed from his horse operation in St. James, Mo., Spence said he would "pick somebody who has had more than two horses" to head the agency.

Spence even ventured a guess that his Department of Agriculture director would come from the Farm Bureau, saying it would likely be someone in the room.

Spence also pledged to 'stand up to bureaucrats" and said he was considering revamping the division that grants environmental permits to businesses. To make it more business-friendly, he said, he may move it out of the Department of Natural Resources and into the Department of Economic Development.

"My core philosophy is … less government is better," Spence said.

He pledged to "lift up every single rock in our state" and see whether government agencies can be streamlined or eliminated. He also would push back against the federal Environmental Protection Agency.

"I look at common sense, and what the EPA is doing is not common sense," Spence said.

In the clearest difference on an issue, Spence said he would support a so-called "right-to-work" law, which bars union fees as a requirement of employment. Nixon questioned the need for such a law, saying right-to-work rarely comes up when he talks to prospective employers.

Ryan Harms, 35, who operates a greenhouse in Atchison County, said he emerged with good impressions of both candidates.

"Governor Nixon definitely had a lot of pros on his side, as far as what he has done for agriculture and for business," Harms said. "Dave Spence, I thought, did a good job, but I don't think he went into great enough detail, as far as how he would go about getting businesses to come to the state."

Spence received 68 percent of the vote after the bureau's FARM-PAC trustees met in closed session. The group's rules require that a candidate receive 66 percent to earn an endorsement.

Spence said in a statement that he was honored to have "Missouri's most sought-after endorsement."

Nixon's campaign manager, Oren Shur, pointed to Nixon's endorsements by associations representing soybean farmers and corn growers as proof that the governor "has a strong record of fighting for Missouri farmers and growing the state's agriculture industry."

Akin flexes 99 percent

In the Senate race, Akin won 99 percent of the FARM-PAC vote. He stressed his conservative values and repeatedly noted that he opposes abortion.

"I don't have any stomach for this Obamacare," he said, referring the new federal health care law and drawing applause from the crowd. "Let's just be straight about it — it is the worst bill I've seen in any of my political dealings. The solution is to get rid of every last bit of it."

McCaskill stuck more to agricultural issues.

"If you're going to be a good senator from the state of Missouri, you sure as hell better care about agriculture," she said.

McCaskill wasn't expected to win the endorsement, but she said she wanted to speak to the group because "at the end of the day, I feel so strongly about agriculture in this state."

"I'm going to win this race," she told the crowd. "It doesn't make any difference if you endorse me or not. I'll be right there fighting for you."

McCaskill stressed her support of a national farm bill moving through Congress and blasted Akin for his lack of support.

Charles Buckner of Green County asked Akin why he doesn't support the bill, which would provide crop subsidies to farmers.

"We're really in bad shape and we need that farm bill passed for some kind of relief," Buckner said.

Akin said he is concerned about provisions that deal with food stamps. The bill has touched off a debate about potential cuts to the federal food stamp program and how deep those cuts should be.

"It's not just food stamps, but all those different entitlement programs. That's what bothers me," he said. "Most of the farm part of the thing, I'm quite reasonable and pretty comfortable with most of it."

Elizabeth Crisp of the Post-Dispatch contributed to this report.

Slay's record is 10-2, when it comes to latest endorsements
By Jo Mannies, Beacon political reporter
2:44 pm on Fri, 08.10.12

In baseball terms, St. Louis Mayor Francis Slay’s warm-up game – Tuesday’s primary – went well.

Out of 12 times at bat, he scored hits in 10. And at least one could be classified as a home run.

 Francis Slay Slay endorsed 12 candidates, all Democrats, in Tuesday’s primary. Only two failed to win: Alderman Fred Wessels, who lost a bid for state treasurer, and Young Democrats’ activist Martin Casas (also a former Slay aide), who lost his race for the state House.

Slay follows a long line of St. Louis Democrats in Room 200 who have endorsed candidates. And some of his predecessors haven’t had as good a luck with the practice.

The last three-term mayor, Vincent C. Schoemehl Jr., found himself in a fix in the mid-1980s when several of his endorsements backfired – often spawning longtime political enemies in the process.

Schoemehl’s worst misstep was in 1986, when he tried to defeat several other city officials and legislators, including then-state Rep. William Lacy Clay Jr. and Circuit Attorney Freeman Bosley Jr.  Clay’s father, then-U.S. Rep. William L. Clay Sr., became an outspoken Schoemehl critic and help derail the mayor’s bid for governor in 1992.

Slay, who expects to seek an unprecedented fourth term next year, has apparently succeeded -- for the most part -- in avoiding such political missteps.

He also appears to have resolved any lingering tensions from the disputes, some involving race, that roiled part of his first term in office.

In 2003, at least one city alderman (also a Clay) called Slay a racist.  By 2005,  close to a dozen of the region’s top African-American officeholders had endorsed the mayor for re-election. They included now-U.S. Rep. William Lacy Clay Jr.

After Tuesday, such a list of political allies is likely to be even longer as Slay prepares for his next turn at bat.  His active support for Clay and a number of the region’s other victorious African-American Democrats is likely to make it much tougher for any potential mayoral rivals, notably St. Louis Board of Aldermen President Lewis Reed.

Reed, who is African-American, had honored a longstanding friendship with U.S. Rep. Russ Carnahan, and he stuck with the congressman during his unsuccessful bid to oust Clay.  The political fallout from Reed’s personal loyalty will, no doubt, be closely watched.

Slay appeared in a TV ad for Clay, and he gave money to help now state Sen.-elect Jamilah Nasheed in her successful bid to oust state Sen. Robin Wright-Jones.   Nasheed and Clay will no doubt be influential mayoral supporters in 2013, and they will likely help fend off any efforts to knock Slay out of office.

The mayor's success in Tuesday's primary may well outweigh any political damage he's incurred during his administration's recent battles with police and firefighters over pensions and pay. Police and firefighters' groups, by the way, backed Carnahan on Tuesday.

Slay has said his endorsements were based on what he believed were the best choices for the city and the region.  But Tuesday’s results also signal that he made good political choices as well. 

Mayor Slay not on ballot this week, but wins nonetheless
By David Hunn
St. Louis Post Dispatch

ST. LOUIS • Jeff Rainford has recently taken to Twitter in the final hours of election nights, announcing his boss's triumphs:

"Almost all of our candidates won, and police local control is on the November ballot," Mayor Francis Slay's chief of staff posted at 11:21 p.m. Tuesday from his iPhone. "Big day for Mayor Slay."

And it's true; Slay made some savvy choices this election.

He endorsed Lacy Clay for U.S. Congress and Jamilah Nasheed for state Senate, among several winning north city picks. And he endorsed them early.

The alliance between the Clays and Slays goes back at least one generation, to each statesman's father.

The relationship between Slay and Nasheed is more of a mutually beneficial peace, after some rough run-ins early. The Slay camp points out that the city needs strong advocates, such as Nasheed, in Jefferson City.

Still, the benefits to Slay are clear. His reelection comes this March, and his campaign, for the first time in a while, sees a formidable adversary: Aldermanic President Lewis Reed.

Reed hasn't declared, and won't say if he will. But Slay's campaign is ramping up anyway.

And when March arrives, Slay will almost certainly win the south.

But as we saw in this election, that might not be enough.

Slay's biggest threat comes from a candidate similar to the newly victorious treasurer nominee, Tishaura Jones: an African American who can sweep the north and still win votes in the central corridor and south.

And here we come to Slay's savvy decisions:

Clay, Nasheed, and others can, if they so choose, swing heavy northern votes for Slay.

Heck, the move is already reaping benefits: It was hard to miss Slay's introduction of Clay at the congressman's victory party Tuesday.

One final note on Slay endorsements this election.

The mayor also chose Southsider Fred Wessels, who lost to Jones.

But that, too, is looking more and more like a smart pick.

First, Slay endorsed very late – just 10 days before the election. And that likely will keep him out of hot water with the other three candidates, all Slay allies at one point or another.

Second, Slay needs Wessels.

Wessels is a senior member of the Board of Alderman, and chair of the important Housing, Urban Development and Zoning committee, through which all major redevelopment bills must pass.

And he also has some of the deepest roots in south St. Louis.

Wessels came to the mayor's home, personally, one Saturday morning a little more than a week before the election, to ask for the endorsement. For Slay to have turned him down could well have been taken poorly.

“Would I have been offended?” Wessels asked this morning. “Let's put it this way. I think, because of our relationship, I think he did it. And because of what he knew I would do as city treasurer.”

“From the mayor's standpoint, endorsing me was good policy, but good politics as well,” he continued. “I'm going to be chairman of HUDZ. You're well aware what bills go through that committee.”

It would hardly do to have an angry Wessels back at the board.

And, again, March is coming.

Republican candidate concedes 151st House contest
Sunday, August 12, 2012

The Daily Statesman
DEXTER, Mo. -- Citing a desire to keep the Stoddard County Republican Party unified, a GOP candidate for a state House seat has decided not to challenge the results of Tuesday's primary. 

Republican candidate Bob Thrower on Friday conceded the race to Dennis Fowler of Advance, Mo., who is superintendent of the Stoddard County Juvenile Detention Center. Thrower, a Stoddard County businessman, could have challenged the vote by asking for a recount since he and Fowler were separated by less than 1 percent of the votes cast in the GOP primary for the 151st House District seat. Fowler won by only eight votes in the district that includes Stoddard County and a small portion of Scott County. 

Thrower's potential challenge had become tied to another close Stoddard County race. Steve Jordan, a Republican candidate for county commission, lost by a single vote to Danny Talkington in the primary, and reached out to Thrower on Thursday saying that he would not contest the commission election if Thrower would decline to challenge the 151st District result. 

In a news release, Jordan said that he accepted his results "like a man," and challenged Thrower to do the same. 

In a letter to Jordan, received Friday morning, Fowler said, "Any contest of any primary election will only serve to divide our party further. It is for this reason that I sincerely ask that you do not pursue the course of action you are proposing. ..." 

"Should Mr. Thrower wish to proceed with his lawsuit in our election that is his statutory right," Fowler said in the letter. "Please do not stand in Mr. Thrower's way on my account." 

Thrower's announcement came on the heels of Fowler's letter becoming public Friday. Just before noon Friday, Thrower issued a release of his own, officially conceding the contest. 

"After careful consideration of all the facts and issues surrounding the race for 151st state rep, I have decided it is in my best interest to concede," Thrower said. "I am authorized a recount, but will not seek one. I have tremendous confidence in Stoddard County Clerk, Joe Watson, and believe that a recount in this county would be a waste of time and energy. I'm also confident that a recount of roughly 500 ballots in Scott County won't produce any errors." 

Thrower had questioned the result of the primary, saying that a person voting in Chaffee, Mo., received an improper ballot that didn't have the 151st District race on it. The 151st District includes a small portion of Scott County, and at least one voting precinct was partially in the 151st and the 148th House District. 

Scott County Clerk Rita Milam said that the problems only affected one voter just after polls opened at 6 a.m. and were remedied before they could affect the election's outcome. 

With Friday's concession, Thrower said the ballot issue in Chaffee was his only concern with the election process, and he threw his support to Dennis Fowler in the upcoming general election. 

"I have no idea how many people received bad ballots, and cannot receive that data without a court order. Whether or not the issue would result in an eight vote swing in my favor is something I cannot determine," Thrower said in his news release. "Dennis won that precinct and the bad ballots probably impacted him as much as they did me. There are too many unknowns for me to have any confidence that painful legal proceedings would result in a change to the certified results." 

Thrower concludes, "The impact that a lawsuit will have on the Republicans within this area is my major concern and I don't want to destroy the gains that this party has made over the past decade." 

Fowler's Democratic opponent in November will be organized labor representative Ryan William Holder of Advance. 

Nixon taps Shields, former Senate chief, for state education board
By Jason Rosenbaum, Beacon staff 

3:12 pm on Fri, 08.10.12

Gov. Jay Nixon has appointed former state Senate President Pro Tem Charlie Shields to a slot of the Missouri State Board of Education.

Shields, R-St. Joseph, served in the Missouri House from 1991 to 2003 and in the Missouri Senate from 2003 to 2011.

Shields – the top Republican in the Missouri Senate from 2009 to 2011 – was the sponsor of 2005 legislation altering the state’s education foundation formula.

He also handled a bill in 2007 that reconfigured the state’s Medicaid program, angling to infuse more preventative care options into the health care program for the poor and disabled.
Nixon appointed Shields to an eight-year term to a vacant slot on the board that oversees the state’s school districts and selects the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education’s commissioner. Nixon and Shields had a good relationship, so much so that the governor publicly praised him during the last day of the 2010 session, which was Shields' last because of term limits.

After leaving the Senate, Shields became the chief operating officer of Truman Medical Center Lakewood.

While Shields can serve on the board immediately, his nomination must be confirmed by the Missouri Senate when the legislature starts up again next year. 

Area Republicans pleased with selection of Ryan 

August 12, 2012 10:15 am
By BILL LAMBRECHT and KEVIN McDERMOTT, St. Louis Post-Dispatch

Top Republicans in the bistate region say Mitt Romney's choice of running mate infuses the GOP ticket with energy while enabling the party to draw sharper distinctions with Democrats on debt and spending.

"I think he brings the message back to talking about the issues," said Rep. Jo Ann Emerson, R-Cape Girardeau. "I think that's important because it's been about other stuff."

Romney's selection of the Wisconsin congressman and Budget Committee chairman allows Democrats to sharpen their focus on Medicare, which would undergo significant change under the budget that Ryan shepherded through the House. Nonetheless, Republicans in the region praised Ryan for his discipline and his commitment to righting the nation's financial ship.

"This is the debate we have to have; we have to address these problems," Rep. John Shimkus, R-Collinsville, said in an interview. "Paul Ryan has been a leader on fiscal issues, and the president has failed to lead."

Sen. Roy Blunt, R-Mo., said in a statement that by choosing Ryan, "Republicans send the strongest possible message that we will deal with debt and spending and create jobs."

Ryan's addition to the ticket promises to be an issue in the U.S. Senate race in Missouri between incumbent Democrat Sen. Claire McCaskill and her Republican challenger, Rep. Todd Akin, who won the GOP nomination Tuesday.

Akin has been a vocal supporter of the so-called Ryan budget and the far-reaching changes it embraces, and Akin is not shying away now that Ryan is on the national ticket.

In a statement, Akin said he was "thrilled" by Romney's selection and called it "a fantastic choice."

"He has a great understanding of our current economic situation and has had the courage to lead with real solutions in the U.S. House," Akin's statement read.

Akin recalled being a colleague of Ryan's on the Budget Committee: "I am proud to have worked with him and I'm glad to see that his charisma and economic common sense will be joining forces with Gov. Romney in their bid to replace Barack Obama and Joe Biden."

Even before Romney's announcement, McCaskill had begun hammering at Akin's support of the House-passed budget as part of a central theme in her campaign: that Akin's views are not in step with Missouri's electorate.

On her campaign website TruthAboutAkin.com, McCaskill has highlighted in bold type the Akin quote, "I voted for the Ryan budget."

In the McCaskill campaign's newest ad, released Friday before the news broke of Romney's choice, McCaskill drives home the point. "In Missouri, over a million seniors rely on Social Security," says the narrator in the new ad. "Todd Akin, he wants to privatize it, nixing their guaranteed benefits."

Emerson said she had remarked to staff members earlier this summer that she believed Ryan would become Romney's running mate. She said in an interview Saturday that Ryan brought both energy and substance to the ticket.

Ryan has the reputation in some circles as being rigid in his ideology. But Emerson disputed descriptions of his inflexibility, saying that Ryan takes time to explain the budget to colleagues less-steeped in the intricacies of funding the government.

"He has this uncanny ability to be able to explain the budget in such a way that anybody can understand it," she said.

Shimkus spoke of the youth and intensity that Ryan, 42, who is known for his workout regimens, contributes to the GOP effort to regain the White House.

"I'm very excited about this selection," Shimkus said by phone.

Missouri Republican Party Chairman David Cole said in a statement that the Ryan choice "will lead to America's — and Missouri's — comeback."

Unemployment falls 2.8 percent in Joplin since storm
By Andy Ostmeyer
Joplin Globe
August 12, 2012
— While cities across the country struggle with unemployment rates of 12 percent and higher, Joplin now stands at half that level, according to the latest federal numbers.

The city also is being recognized for the improvement it has made in reducing unemployment during the past year.

Jobs tied to recovery and rebuilding following last year’s tornado explain part, but not all, of the improvement in job conditions in Joplin, according to several local experts.

In June, Joplin’s unemployment rate hit 6.1 percent, down from 8.9 percent when compared with June of last year, in the immediate aftermath of the tornado that damaged or destroyed more than 500 businesses. Among the casualties were major employers, including a Wal-Mart Supercenter and St. John’s Regional Medical Center. Those two, along many other employers, vowed to keep employees on the payroll while they rebuilt, but not every business could do that and many people lost jobs as well as their homes.

While most metropolitan areas reported a drop in unemployment from June 2011 to June 2012, no city among the nation’s 372 defined metropolitan areas fared better than Joplin, according to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.

“The largest over-the-year unemployment rate decrease in June was registered in Joplin, Mo. (-2.8 percentage points),” the federal agency reported earlier this month.

Gary Steinberg, an economist with the Bureau of Labor Statistics, said the same thing happened in metropolitan areas along the Gulf Coast that were helped by rebuilding after Hurricane Katrina in 2005.

Joplin’s unemployment rate in June at 6.1 percent is better than the 6.6 percent reported in May 2011, before the tornado, and indicates the city is making progress in the one area of economic recovery that has proven elusive for much of the rest of the country during the recession.

“It is very good news for us,” said Rob O’Brian, president of the Joplin Area Chamber of Commerce. He also noted that while unemployment has come down, the size of the labor force in the area has grown by about 4,000 people.

Mike Wiggins, owner of two Granny Shaffer’s restaurants in Joplin, isn’t surprised by the news.

“When we put the ‘Help Wanted’ sign up we don’t see the line we used to see,” he said.

Where he used to get 100 applications for openings, he said he now gets 20 to 25.

“It’s a little tight trying to find the skill-level people,” he said.

In the aftermath of the storm that wiped out IHOP and about two dozen other restaurants, Wiggins said he was able to hire some of those workers who were unemployed. But as those restaurants reopened — he specifically cited IHOP and Jim Bob’s — some of those employees are planning on returning to their old jobs.

But other restaurants also are coming to Joplin, such as Longhorn Steakhouse, further tightening up the labor pool, and that has nothing to do with the tornado, he noted.

BEMIS JOBS

Other local employers are adding jobs that have nothing to do with the tornado.

Bemis, a flexible packaging manufacturer located at 3200 N. Progress Ave. in the Joplin-Webb City Industrial Park, is hiring 66 workers, according to spokeswoman Kristine Pavletich.

The consolidation of several Bemis plants elsewhere in North America means growth for Joplin.

“They’re good technical jobs and they pay well,” O’Brian added.

Bemis, based in Wisconsin, is a global supplier of flexible packaging used in the food and consumer industries. It has 78 plants in 12 countries. Pavletich said that in 2011 the company started a consolidation program and began moving business to its plants with larger capacity.

The Joplin plant employs about 153 people, Pavletich said.

“Joplin had great capacity,” Pavletich said. “In considering consolidation, we had a number of smaller plants in the U.S. that provided the same type of products, but it worked out very well to consolidate operations here. The Webb City City Council and the Joplin Area Chamber of Commerce have been fabulous. It has been a good experience.”

Coca-Cola will be adding 45 jobs for its new distribution center in Joplin, which is a consolidation of company operations in Aurora and Fort Scott, Kan.

There have been some setbacks in the past year, however.

About 200 temporary and permanent jobs at the Orval Kent Food Co. salad processing plant in Baxter Springs, Kan., were lost earlier this year when it shut down. It is one of that town’s biggest employers.

Just last week, Hydro Aluminum announced plans to close part of its Monett operations, cutting about 140 jobs.

Prepping for 2013

Among the employers that added jobs last year is Able Manufacturing, and it is anticipating more hiring next year.

“We have added 25 full-time positions since the first of the year,” said Sue Adams, human resource manager. The company grew its work force from 350 to 375.

“I feel like all the employers who are hiring are all competing in what appears to be a shrinking pool,” she said Tuesday.

Able is forecasting a slower fourth quarter with employment leveling off as work for wind turbines slows down because of the loss of tax credits, said president Jim Schwarz. But he added: “We see good business on the horizon in 2013.”

Some of that growth will be in the parts for agricultural, construction and passenger trains that are made at the Joplin plant.

Adams said the company is preparing for that growth and is already looking for a director of engineering, a strategic sourcing manager and another process engineer.

Jasen Jones, executive director of the Workforce Investment Board for Southwest Missouri, also said the job situation is improving.

“It really is tightening up in terms of labor supply. We are seeing more job openings on the street.”

Staff writer Andra Bryan Stefanoni contributed to this report.

Drought taps out some water wells around St. Louis
By Stephen Deere, St. Louis Post-Dispatch
August 12, 2012
ST. CHARLES COUNTY • For 28 years, the well outside Steve Mueller's modest home in St. Paul provided him with a steady flow of water.

Then, roughly three weeks ago, his son took a shower.

Just like that, the Muellers had run out of water.

"My mother lives up the road," Mueller said. "We've been going there to take showers."

Now you can add residential water wells to the list of casualties claimed by the Drought of 2012.

For months, farmers have been forced to drill deeper wells to water parched crops and feed livestock. But in recent weeks, homeowners across the state have reported that they can't perform basic tasks such as doing laundry or washing dishes, let alone even think about watering their flower beds.

It's a difficult problem to quantify, because most private wells go unmonitored.

But in Wildwood alone, at least a dozen people have contacted the city about dry wells, said Joe Vujnich, the city's director of planning and parks.

"I think what I'm seeing is just the tip of the iceberg," Vujnich said.

Most of those affected live near Hencken Road and Highway 100 in the western part of the city, Vujnich said.

Groundwater at a U.S. Geological Survey well in Wildwood has dropped as much as 50 feet since May.

The depleted supply isn't just from the lack of rain, said Renee Bungart, a spokeswoman for the Missouri Department of Natural Resources. The month of July was the hottest on record, which probably prompted residents to use more water.

Last week, Gov. Jay Nixon announced that state officials had approved more than 3,700 applications totaling $18.7 million to help farmers and ranchers get more water. Under the emergency program, the state pays 90 percent of the cost of deepening a well, drilling a new one or expanding an irrigation system.

But if you're simply a homeowner who relies on well water, you won't see any of that money.

If your well dries up, you could be stuck with a bill ranging from $500 to $12,000.

Danny Flynn, owner of Flynn Drilling Co. in Troy, Mo., said that in the best-case scenario, a well pump can be lowered until it reaches groundwater. In other instances, dry wells need to be dug a few hundred feet deeper. That costs $5,500 on average. But some wells can't be deepened. And digging a new one will run a homeowner upward of $12,000.

In recent weeks, Flynn said, he's heard from 50 to 100 customers whose wells have run dry. His employees are working 60 hours a week trying to keep up with the demand. His crews serve homeowners as far north as Paris, Mo., near the Mark Twain Lake reservoir.

"I've been in the water well business my whole life," he said. "I never seen anything like it."

Flynn said that most of the wells that have run dry are 250 to 450 feet deep.

"Six hundred feet seems to be the magic number," said Mary Anthonis, of Wildwood. "Nobody waters (their lawns) unless they are in a McMansion."

Anthonis has a 480-foot well and has yet to run out of water, although occasionally she sees signs that she's in a danger zone.

Her water comes out cloudy, an indication that her pump is pulling silt.

"You can see it in the toilet," she said.

On those days, Anthonis doesn't do laundry, or wash the dishes.

"It's like playing water games," she said.

Mueller, in St. Paul, said that after his well went dry for the first time a few weeks ago, it replenished itself, only to run dry again.

"We haven't been without water for more than a day or two," he said. "A lot of times, you don't know when you are going to have a problem."

At first he thought it was a problem with the well's pump. Then he learned the well needed to be drilled 400 feet deeper at a cost of $6,000.

Fortunately for him, a neighbor shares the well.

"We'll split the bill," he said.

'Force of nature': Jason Crowell ends 12 years of sometimes controversial leadership
Sunday, August 12, 2012

By Scott Moyers ~ Southeast Missourian

For most politicians, Sen. Jason Crowell believes that one goal trumps all others -- and it has nothing to do with anything that's being hotly debated by any elected body in the country. 

If you're like most politicians, as Crowell sees it, it's all window dressing. Democrat or Republican, mayor or president, Crowell says the thing that most politicians really want, above all else, is to get re-elected. 

And as Crowell winds down a 12-year political career as a Missouri lawmaker, he says that was one trap that he was able to dodge, an enticement that never interested him. He never, he says, looked to a political future that extended beyond the next election or to any position that voters had most recently selected him for. 

"I never really cared about all that," Crowell said. "I never set out to be a career politician. I never thought I had promised to me a future that was more than the term I was in." 

Across a political career that began in 2000 in the Missouri House of Representatives and ends this year in the Missouri Senate, Crowell says that attitude has afforded him the luxury of acting on his guiding principle, not on appeasing the power structures that help others win re-election. 

"Every person is going to have to make a decision at some point," Crowell said. "Are they going to do what they think is the right thing to do or what others think is the right thing to do? My goal was always to make the community a better place than I found it, instead of worrying about the next election." 

What Crowell describes as a career of principled stances isn't universally accepted. Not everyone who has come across Crowell, or been the victim of his political barbs, affixes such high-minded motives to his actions. Some have accused the outgoing senator, who cannot seek re-election because of term limits, of using his influence to enact personal vendettas or to retaliate petty feuds. 

At best, even his friends describe Crowell as someone who is willing to do whatever it takes -- within the rules -- to advance his cause. 

"I have never seen anybody willing to burn political capital and make enemies the way that he was to advance an agenda," said former Missouri House speaker Rod Jetton, one of Crowell's friends. "There's nobody like Jason. I've never seen anybody like Crowell. I love him to death, but he's a force of nature." 

At 28 years old, the young lawyer no doubt seemed a young replacement for Rep. Mary Kasten, who had held the post that served Cape Girardeau in the General Assembly for 18 years. No one, Crowell recalls, who represented Cape Girardeau in the legislature had ever been that young. 

Mayor Al Spradling III, who was Cape Girardeau mayor at the time, came out publicly in support of Crowell, perhaps because of his youthful enthusiasm. 

"I thought he was an up-and-coming young politician who had some good ideas," Spradling said. "I thought he would represent the district extremely well. Of course, we did have our differences after I got on the university's board of regents." 

Still, as Crowell went to Jefferson City, he says now, he probably wasn't as naive as perhaps some of the older freshmen legislators were. 

"I came at the job in a very unique situation," Crowell said. "I had seen a lot more than a 28-year-old punk kid would have seen. I had an understanding." 

Crowell intended to bring that mindset to the state capitol, he recalls now, and to read every bill and to understand every legislative tool at his disposal. It was a similar practice that he had honed in his education, especially in law school, as he struggled to overcome Dyslexia. 

Jetton, who was among that freshman class with Crowell, was assigned a seat next to Crowell and he recalls how prepared Crowell was. Jetton didn't at first think the two would become friends -- he thought they might become competitors for the state senate seat then occupied by Peter Kinder. 

"But I was never the detailed legislative guy," Jetton said. "I was the campaign guy, he was the issue guy. He had his legislative book that was so well put together and organized. I was having my secretary do it, but I decided to just start looking over at his book. I think it kind of upset him at first. But it turns out that we became friends. We were a good team. We had different skill sets." 

It was a friendship that eventually came under scrutiny. Crowell took some heat for hiring Jetton as a consultant. Later, when Jetton was arrested in the sexual assault of a woman, after he left the legislature, Jetton said he knew he had let his friend down. 

"I know Jason was probably not happy with some of my choices and was upset with me for making them," Jetton said. "But he never deserted me as a friend." 

Jetton said that, as a debater, Crowell was unmatched. Crowell won re-election to the House in 2002 as part of the new Republican majority. He served the chamber as majority floor leader, a job that allowed him to set the agenda and the bill order for floor debate. Crowell's friend Jetton, still years from his troubles, became speaker pro tem under House Speaker Catherine Hanaway. 

Crowell and his colleagues were able to address issues important to Republicans. But when Sen. Peter Kinder announced he would run for lieutenant governor, Crowell decided to jump ship after two terms in the House. 

And, as he did in his every attempt at re-election, Crowell won. 

It was in the more influential Senate that Crowell in earnest began to use parliamentary procedural rules to his advantage. 

"I learned early on that you did not have to be a part of leadership to influence public policy," Crowell said. "More importantly, I didn't have to get caught up in getting the bill you sponsored passed. Who cares if it was an amendment as long as it's implementing the policy we cared about?" 

While the House had procedures to make filibustering impossible, no such rules exist in the Senate. And it was in this setting that Crowell shined -- as long as you agreed with him and didn't stand in his way. 

"He didn't care if he made you mad or not," Jetton said. "If he had to smack you down to beat you, he would. But he was definitely taking principled stands. He didn't like [university president] Ken Dobbins, but it wasn't about Ken Dobbins. He just thought Ken Dobbins was wrong. But he wouldn't lose any sleep because it was going to make Ken Dobbins mad." 

In the Senate, Crowell eventually joined and became leader of a group of nine fiscally conservative Republican senators who could stall debate on almost any subject. This year alone, the group cut off debate on Missouri's proposed budget. Crowell himself vowed to hold up veterans legislation -- and any other issue brought to the senate floor -- until his concerns over other budgetary issues were addressed. 

Crowell was instrumental in helping secure funding for an autism center at Southeast Missouri State University. He also helped lobby for funding that would keep the doors open at Cottonwood Children's Residential Treatment Center. He broke with his party to restore cuts in Medicaid. Crowell also took credit for the fact that the university pledged to not issue bonds without a funding stream. 

But Crowell also became more critical of Southeast Missouri State University. He took Dobbins to task in 2005 for building its River Campus arts school without, as he put it, "having a dedicated funding stream to pay for it." Crowell remained critical of the university for the duration of his time in the legislature. 

This year, he took some heat for disagreeing about whether the university should receive a $2 million funding increase, which had some scratching their heads about why a sitting senator would seemingly lobby against funding for a university in his district. 

He argued that the $2 million earmark should be divided among the other schools and took some area legislators to task for voting for Speaker Steve Tilley's plan, including the man who voters selected to replace him, Rep. Wayne Wallingford. Not every child of his constituents chose to go to Southeast, Crowell pointed out. 

Both of those positions were political stances that were based on principle, Crowell said. Some speculated that there was bad blood between Dobbins and Crowell. 

"I don't care who the university president is," Crowell said. "I care about the public policy. They could put my brother in as president of the university and he made these decisions, I would have been equally critical and equally so in public." 

Spradling, the former member of the board of regents, stressed that Crowell did good things for the district. But he said he found Crowell's actions hard to understand. 

"Mr. Crowell, in my opinion, was being a little petty in beating up the university and spreading the money around," Spradling said. "Historically, Southeast has been the doormat of getting funding that has gone elsewhere. ... I don't know all of his reasons. I don't know if they were personal or not. I was a little disappointed in what he was trying to do." 

Crowell shrugs off such displays of disappointment from others. He says he, and many of his constituents, know what his motivation has been. 

"I can't worry about what others think," he said. "I can't do that and do what the people sent me to Jefferson City to do." 

Now, as Crowell prepares to fade into the sunset, he insists that he's not worried about his legacy. It was never about him, he said. He also said he has no intention of seeking another political office. Recently married and back from a trip to Italy, he said -- as he has often since his nuptials -- his job now is to be husband of the year. One of his last political moves, if he does indeed retire from public life, was to endorse Rep. Wayne Wallingford as his replacement in the Senate race. Wallingford won. 

"I'm not the senator anymore," Crowell said. "You won't hear from me anymore. I'm not hanging onto it, either. I am not defined by a title that was placed on the front of my name for a short period of time. That's not who I am. That's not what I am." 

Missouri, Illinois set to give teacher performance new scrutiny amid national push

August 12, 2012 1:30 am  BY JESSICA BOCK AND ELIZABETHE HOLLAND 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch

Hundreds of thousands of the nation's teachers will return to class in coming weeks to find their profession moving toward new forms of scrutiny.

In a move supported by both key conservatives and liberals at the local, state and federal level, schools are rapidly redefining what constitutes an effective educator.

Under the changes, teacher performance would be rated not just on qualifications and classroom demeanor, but on cold, hard data of how well students are performing.

It's a philosophy viewed as the next natural step toward an increased reliance on student standardized exams and accountability.

And while critics question whether the concept can work, the idea of tying those tests to teacher evaluations has inserted itself deeply into federal policy of the administration of President Barack Obama.

Billions of dollars in federal grants — as well as flexibility under the stringent No Child Left Behind Act — have been tied to states rating teachers based on student exams.

Meanwhile, a host of states, including Missouri and Illinois, say they were already on board with the concept before the federal push.

Illinois, in particular, passed a teacher evaluation law in 2010 that reinvents teacher evaluations, eventually using student performance as a factor. The Legislature followed up last year with a law that uses the evaluations as the basis for defining who gets tenure protection. Some have called the legislation a stunning political compromise that could be copied elsewhere.

"Other states have called us saying, 'How did you actually accomplish this?'" said Illinois Superintendent of Education Christopher Koch.

Koch said even the nation's education secretary praised Illinois "for the fact that we had broken the logjam on tenure, and that we now had moved forward in a very meaningful way."

But agreeing to a new teacher evaluation approach — in Illinois and elsewhere — may prove easier than actually implementing it.

Nationwide, states and school districts have faced a host of obstacles in connecting student performance to teacher evaluations.

Among the hurdles are determining how much weight those scores should have on a teacher's review. Skeptics doubt whether any statistical measure — no matter how intricate — can sufficiently zero in on a teacher's true role in a child's test performance.

Some point out that teachers have differing batches of students each year. As the students performance fluctuates, those differences can undermine the credibility of an evaluation based on standardized exams.

Ann Jarrett, teaching and learning director of the Missouri National Education Association, said the group generally supports Missouri's plans for new teacher evaluations, but fears some school districts will fixate too heavily on state exams that were never designed to be used as a yardstick of teacher performance.

"They only test a small slice of what teachers are expected to do," she said.

And then there are logistical headaches, such as training thousands of school administrators to rate faculty in a new way.

All that has Illinois and the federal government locking horns over how quickly a plan can be set in place, with Washington pushing for a more accelerated adoption of the evaluations.

"It's hard to do things around these artificial time frames that are handed down from the department," Koch said. "It doesn't make sense to rush forward."

Yet despite the hurdles, the new evaluations have taken hold at select school districts, with some being rolled out this coming school year.

HAZELWOOD PLAN
Kate Clooney, a second-grade teacher in the Hazelwood School District, knows firsthand what the future of her evaluation may look like.

For more than a year, Clooney and other teachers, administrators and school board members have been developing a new system that will factor in student performance and streamline evaluations for the entire district. The old system, which focused on traditional models of an annual classroom evaluation by a principal, had not been updated since 1999 and has been interpreted differently at the 29 schools throughout the district.

While some teachers may have bristled at a new evaluation, many have seen the change coming.

They have helped create the new system, so that has helped ease concerns, Clooney said. And the tailoring of professional development to focus on an individual teacher's weaknesses is good, she said.

"We did not want it to be a 'gotcha' tool," said Clooney, who teaches at Walker Elementary. "The main goal here is student achievement. That goal has never changed. Now, it's just put out into the spotlight."

The district is ahead of most in the St. Louis area in its creation of its own new system. That's partly because the district has three schools that received federal School Improvement Grant dollars. In exchange for $2.64 million during the next three school years, the district agreed to try new reforms at the persistently low-achieving schools, including revamping teacher and principal evaluations. They could roll out the new system as early as 2013-14.

Other districts in Missouri, such as Normandy, plan to sign on to pilot the state education department's new model for evaluations, developed not only for teachers, but also principals and superintendents.

It places educators into categories. For example, a teacher would have to show evidence of "commitment, practice and impact" to progress from new or developing to proficient or distinguished.

A part of that evidence would come from how much their students learn, or even student and fellow teacher surveys.

This past year, 174 Missouri districts gave feedback on an initial version of the system. The state plans to have a version complete by next summer, but even then, Missouri districts will not be bound by law to sign on to such a system.

Provisions that would have set up a teacher evaluation system based in part on student performance were early to go in a bill that ultimately died during the last Missouri legislative session. It is still up to local school boards on how to evaluate their teachers' performance.

"The primary focus of the system is, how do we get everybody better?" said Paul Katnik, director of the state's Office of Educator Quality.

THE ILLINOIS PLAN
Some say the strength of Illinois' approach is that it spells out the teacher evaluations in statute. That gives the plan more teeth than in states such as Missouri. For example, Illinois sets specific deadlines that all districts must meet as they revamp teacher evaluations.

The first piece occurs this year as administrators are trained and tested in their ability to evaluate teachers. Initially, student performance will not be a factor as teachers are rated as excellent, proficient, needs improvement or unsatisfactory. Those ratings will weigh into granting tenure and determining which teacher might be the first to lose a job during layoffs.

By 2014 the state would complete a study on how to incorporate student test scores into the teacher evaluations. The measures would first be used at low-performing schools in 2015, followed by all schools the following year.

Illinois Federation of Teachers President Dan Montgomery said the teachers union supports the slow approach. "The right thing to do is to take the time to do it right," he said. "They should be done really thoughtfully, based on research and other work people have done elsewhere."

But the U.S. Department of Education wants an evaluation system in place that includes student performance by 2014-15.

And federal regulators may have the leverage to get their way.

For starters, low-performing schools that have accepted federal School Improvement Grant funds are expected to adopt teacher evaluations that use student performance. That applies to half of Chicago public schools this year, and the remaining half next year.

More broadly, Illinois may have to speed its teacher evaluations statewide if it wants to be freed from other federal regulations.

That's because Illinois, like most states, has sought a waiver from the No Child Left Behind Act, allowing for it to be exempted from the law's more austere provisions in exchange for reforms. And those reforms include overhauling teacher evaluations to include student performance.

More than 30 states, including Missouri, have already received such waivers.

Illinois is still in the application phase, a process that will ultimately settle when the new evaluations must be in place.

"We've been wrangling with the Department of Education for months," said Koch, the Illinois school superintendent.

TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES
Meanwhile, Illinois is moving ahead on its own schedule — but not without glitches.

This summer, the state's effort to train administrators in the new evaluations has been stymied. Many have reported technical difficulties with online training, and complaints that the training takes so much time, it might cut into administrators' back-to-school work.

"It is an extremely challenging training to go through and very time-consuming," said Mike Chamness, a spokesman for the Illinois Association of School Administrators. "And as everybody heads into the start of a new school year, that's obviously challenging."

Koch acknowledged that the training for principals and other administrators requires many hours. He said that thousands of those required to take the training have completed several components of it but that his office has heard its share of complaints about it.

"It's a heavy lift — and not everybody's even going to pass the training," he said.

But in the long run, Koch says the trouble is worth it.

"It focuses everyone on what we want them to focus on, and that is good instruction, kids learning, and having real discussions about how we best know that happens," he said.

"If it were easy, it wouldn't necessarily be accomplishing anything."

MU tries to persuade university press authors not to reclaim book rights

Digital transition is planned, but scholars want university to release publishing rights on their works.

Sunday, August 12, 2012

By MARÁ ROSE WILLIAMS, The Kansas City Star

University of Missouri officials spent all last week on the telephone with scholarly authors who want their book rights back because the UM Press is going digital.

Earlier this summer, the university announced it was shutting down its 54-year-old traditional scholarly book publishing operation. Instead, it’s creating a model that would digitize the current catalog of the press and add more digital formats using new book publishing technologies, including audio, video and blogging. 

The operation also would serve as a training ground for students, and a board of faculty from all four UM campuses will review future manuscript submissions. 

The 10-member staff of the press was laid off, although most of them are still publishing fall books and awaiting a termination date. MU English professor Speer Morgan was named interim director of the new press model. 

A Facebook page, “Save the University of Missouri Press,” immediately erupted, with hundreds of posts from across the country slamming the university for closing the publishing operation.

Then authors who have books with the press chimed in that they are not happy with the new format. Authors such as Don Spivey, a University of Miami professor who wrote “If You Were Only White,” published by the UM Press this spring, said they want the university to release the rights to their books.

Several told The Star that they have received offers to move their books to another publishing house.

On Thursday, author John Shelton Reed got a call from a university official asking him to wait until he sees how the new press works before making a decision about his book rights.

But Reed told The Star by telephone that he doubts he will change his mind unless the university agrees to rehire the UM Press staff members and go back to traditional scholarly publishing.

In an email to The Star, university system spokeswoman Jennifer Hollingshead said that Debra Noble-Triplett, assistant vice president for academic affairs, “is kindly asking authors to let development of a new model continue so they have a full and accurate understanding of what the new press may look like. After talking with Dr. Noble-Triplett, few authors have demanded immediate release.”

She declined to be more specific.

University officials have defended their decision to move away from the traditional press. They said MU provided an annual $400,000 subsidy to the press and, even after several cost-saving measures, it still operated at a deficit. They have said the traditional model is not sustainable, and the subsidy could be put to better use.

“We anticipate investment of about half as much as was invested in the old model,” said a posting on the university website.

MU also cites non-financial reasons for the change, such as the creation and dissemination of new knowledge in a way that’s more integrated with the academic mission. For instance, students could receive training in new methods of publishing.

“The purpose is to provide appropriate scholarly communication, not to make money,” the posting said.

Some authors aren’t convinced.

Reed, a professor emeritus in the sociology department at the University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill, said that if the university won’t hand over rights to his titles, he will seek help from a lawyer.

“It is not because I think I could make a lot of money with another press, although I’ve been approached by another press,” Reed said. “It seems to me that the press that I signed the contract with has closed.” 

Ned Stuckey-French, a co-creator of the “Save the University of Missouri Press” Facebook page, said he has a list of 29 authors, including authors of “Dictionary of Missouri Biography,” calling for the university to return rights to their books.

“I don’t want this pretend press that is run by students to have my book (“The American Essay in the American Century”),” Stuckey-French said. “I want it back. I don’t want my book to be associated with a vanity press.”

He said authors of scholarly books want their books associated with “respected” presses so professors will select them for class instruction.

“That’s what the university press is supposed to be all about. They don’t want their books associated with a press that has a bad reputation. This press has a bad rep now.”

Morgan could not be reached for comment.

Author John Bird, whose work is part of the Mark Twain and His Circle series of about 20 titles, said that he did agree to give the new digital press some time to prove itself but that so far he was not happy with how the university has handled the press closing or decisions on how to redesign the publishing operation.

“I am extremely dismayed,” said Bird. “It seems the university decision was hasty. They didn’t consult with all the people they needed to.”

“I think losing Mark Twain and His Circle would be a big loss for the university press, for the university, for the state of Missouri,” said Bird, an English professor at Winthrop University in South Carolina. “I know some other press would publish those books, but Mark Twain was from Missouri. They should be published here.” 

Members of the Coalition to Save the University of Missouri Press say they don’t intend to stop urging the university to return to the press operation it has shut down or talk with faculty before going any further.

On Aug. 21, the group is hosting a rally called “A Celebration of the University of Missouri Press” from 2 to 4 p.m. at Jesse Wrench Auditorium on the University of Missouri campus in Columbia. 

PSC explores discounted utility rates for low-income customers

Sunday, August 12, 2012

BY JEFFREY TOMICH, St. Louis Post-Dispatch

Missouri utility regulators are considering a new low-income customer class to help cut electric, natural gas and water bills for the state’s poorest and most vulnerable residents.

The Public Service Commission last week opened an investigation to determine whether discounted utility services is allowable under state law, and if so how to implement low-income rates.

The problem commissioners are trying to tackle is as old as the incandescent light bulb. As long as there have been electric, natural gas and water utilities, there has been a segment of the population that hasn’t been able to afford the services.

But the combination of utility rate increases in recent years along with rising food and gasoline prices and healthcare costs have exacerbated the problem.

“It’s the totality of all of these things coupled with stagnant wages and lack of Social Security increases for the elderly,” Commissioner Robert Kenney said. “I think that may create a tipping point where it’s worth trying to take a more creative, closer look at the issue.”

Regulators have gotten another dose of reality this month at public hearings on Ameren Missouri’s proposed $376 million electric rate increase. If approved, it would boost rates for the average residential customer by about $14 a month.

This won’t be the first time that regulators have looked at the impact of rising utility rates.

Past commissions have investigated the broader issue of energy affordability. And those studies led to consumer protections such as Cold Weather Rule, which prohibits gas utilities from disconnecting customers when the temperature is forecast to dip below freezing.

The commission began examining specifically the effect of rising utility rates on low income customers during an Ameren rate case in the summer of 2010.

“There were a lot of practical considerations and we all agreed it was too late in the process to do anything,” said Kevin Gunn, who was a commissioner at the time and now serves as PSC chairman.

Gunn said he believes the best approach is to study the issue outside of the context of a rate case and asking all investor-owned electric, gas and water utilities, consumer groups and other parties to participate.

“We recognize this is hard on people and we want to do what we can long term to put some protections in place -- a safety valve to assist people,” he said. “We have to be mindful of what consumers are paying and whether they can pay it. That’s part of the balancing act that we do everyday.”

There already exists numerous government and private programs to help low- and fixed-income utility customers keep their lights and water on and heat their homes.

There’s the federal Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program. Utilities such as Ameren and Laclede Gas Co. run Dollar More and Dollar Help utility assistance programs where customers contribute voluntarily to help others. Utilities themselves have contributed millions of dollars to assist customers, and Ameren recently donated 150 air conditioners to keep customers cool amid this summer’s brutal heat. There also are charities like Heat Up St. Louis that raise thousands of dollars every summer and winter.

Still, it isn’t enough.

“All that stuff is great,” Gunn said. “But it is not near coming close to dealing with the need. What we’re trying to do here is find out if there is a way to assist people on an ongoing basis.”

No one knows that better than Jacqueline Hutchinson, director of city services for the St. Louis County Community Action Agency.

Hutchinson has testified at utility rate hearings on behalf of low income consumers since the early 1980s. And earlier this month at an Ameren rate hearing at UMSL, she urged commissioners to look at establishing a low-income customer class.

“With the economy tanking, we have a lot of working poor families that were just barely hanging on that have lost income and are now living below the poverty line,” she said. “Plus, a lot of people who were employed have lost their jobs.”

Hutchinson has seen the poverty rate climb in the St. Louis area, especially in the wake of the Great Recession. She has watched years go by with no Social Security increases for senior citizens. And when there is an increase, like this year, it’s 3.6 percent.

“And that’s been eaten up by the cost of food and the cost of medicine. It’s just a really tough situation,” she said.

Utilities, too, acknowledge the need, and say they’re open to discussing ways to help consumers who can’t afford to pay their bills.

“I think we realize where the commission is coming from,” said Michael Pendergast, of Laclede gas. “We’re certainly open to sitting down and talking about constructive approaches to this.”

They also know better than anyone the high cost of having to collect past due bills, of disconnecting and reconnecting customers. And much of what doesn’t get recovered is passed on to other customers through higher rates, anyway.

“There’s a fair amount of expense you incur when people can’t pay their bills,” Pendergast said. “If you can develop something that gives the customer the ability to stay on the system and not cause those types of expenses then you can probably produce some benefits. But you have to take a realistic look at it.”

The PSC specifically will look to at other states that have already implemented similar programs.

In California, utilities offer 20 percent discounts on electric and natural gas bills for households and earn less than 200 percent of the federal poverty guideline. For a family of four, that’s $46,100.

Massachusetts, too, requires investor-owned utilities to offer low income consumers discounts on electric and gas bills. Other states, such as Texas and Ohio have taken different approaches.

Gunn and Kenney acknowledge that finding a solution to the problem won’t be easy.

Among the questions they will have to answer: Is it legal under Missouri law? How do you verify eligibility? What does it cost to administer? How does the commission ensure there’s no fraud or abuse? How is cost shared in a way that’s fair to other customers and utility shareholders?

“If we’re looking for ways to change the way we do this, we want to make sure we do it right,” Gunn said. “Whatever we do has to be fair, has to take into account the costs, has to take into account the practical implications.”

To Hutchinson, who deals daily with people in jeopardy of losing utility service, the fact that the commission is willing to take on the issue is what matters most.

“If we don’t even look at it as an option, then I think we lose the potential to do something that’s life saving,” she said.

Numerous Mo. legislative races essentially decided 

Aug 11, 11:57 AM EDT

By CHRIS BLANK, Associated Press
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- Want to pick who represents you in the Missouri Capitol? It's too late in many legislative districts unless you were among the 23 percent of the state's registered voters to cast ballots in this past week's primary.

Half the general election campaigns for the Missouri Legislature will be uncontested or feature only third-party candidates against the Republican or Democrat.

And while a few of the Republicans campaigning for the Missouri Senate might experience some personal nervous moments before the November vote, the state GOP can rest comfortably knowing its majority is safe in the 34-member chamber. Thanks to a combination of GOP senators who won election two years ago and are not on the ballot and others running uncontested this year, the party stands to keep at least 18 seats in the 34-member chamber.

Among those clinching early were Majority Leader Tom Dempsey and Sen. Eric Schmitt, who faced no opposition in their primaries. Three other Republicans representing southern Missouri districts have locked up their races after winning contested GOP primaries.

Democrats will not control the Senate, but four have guaranteed spots in the chamber. Kiki Curls, who won a 2011 special election in Kansas City, faced no opposition for a full term. Paul LeVota, of Independence, also was unopposed. Two others had to win competitive primaries but face no general election opponent.

Across the Capitol Rotunda in the Missouri House, Republicans essentially have secured more than 50 seats but still have a little work to do this fall to get the 82 members needed to control the 163-member chamber. House Democrats have clinched nearly 30 seats.

Republicans secured districts in suburban St. Louis and Kansas City as well as in several rural areas. A swath of the state stretching largely uninterrupted from Joplin northeast into central Missouri through the Lake of the Ozarks falls within state House districts that have been decided for the GOP.

Democratic candidates face no opposition in several districts in Kansas City, plus part of St. Louis County and most of St. Louis city. Sitting lawmakers in Columbia, Hillsboro and Bonne Terre also were not challenged.

The number of legislative races to be essentially decided before the general election is slightly more than two years ago. In the 2010 state Senate races, three Republicans and two Democrats had no general election opponent while two Republicans and one Democrat faced a Libertarian or Constitution party challenger. For the state House, 42 Republicans and 28 Democrats either were unopposed or had a third-party rival.

This year's non-competitive races come despite new legislative maps. Boundaries were rearranged in the House and Senate to account for population changes from the 2010 census. The shuffling prompted four primaries between Democratic House members from the St. Louis area but did not stop others from wrapping up their races before school starts.

"If it's that way today, then by mid-decade and the end of the decade, it will be even worse," said Bob Johnson, a former Republican state lawmaker who previously advocated for more competitive legislative districts.

During the discussions about redistricting, Johnson and former Democratic lawmaker Joan Bray suggested officials consider competitiveness in the new districts. He said deciding races in primaries instead of general elections affects what happens at the Capitol.

"The elected officials form whichever party they were elected under - whatever banner they were elected under - they understand they don't have to appeal to the majority of the voters who will vote in November. And all they have to do is appeal to the primary voter, which generally is the base of their party," Johnson said.

"And as a result," he said, "their representation gets skewed to a minority of their voters, a minority of their constituents and good government only happens by accident when that happens."

Prayer, ads may have aided Akin in Mo. Senate bid 

Aug 11, 11:57 AM EDT

By CHRIS BLANK, Associated Press
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- With his first words of an election night speech, Congressman Todd Akin thanked God for hearing the prayers of his supporters and granting him victory in Missouri's Republican U.S. Senate primary.

In fact, the only ballot item that received more votes than the Republican Senate race was prayer itself. A constitutional amendment on prayer proved to be a strong motivator for many Christian voters and may have contributed - along with some atypical strategies in TV advertising - to Akin's relatively comfortable margin of victory.

As a result, the six-term congressman will be carrying the Republican message of change against Democratic Sen. Claire McCaskill, who has been in Washington half as long. It will be a call for change based not on the anti-establishment themes of the 2010 election but on conservative ideology that has been paramount in many of the 2012 Republican primaries.

How did Akin arrive as the Republican nominee instead of two others, businessman John Brunner and former Treasurer Sarah Steelman, who also were touting their conservative credentials?

PRAYER

Although the Senate race generated more public attention, the biggest draw for many voters in Tuesday's primary was an amendment to the Missouri Constitution expanding the existing right to worship God with a more explicit guarantee of public prayer and a new privilege for students to opt out of assignments that run contrary to their religious beliefs.

The prayer amendment not only passed by a whopping 83 percent of the vote, but it drew more total votes - 942,541 - than any public office on the ballot. In short, Missourians were passionate about prayer. And that passion may have spilled over to Akin's campaign.

Although Brunner also emphasized his participation in Christian mission trips, Akin has a long-established base among evangelical Christians. He had the endorsement of more than 100 pastors, including one of the nation's most famous pastors-turned-politicians, former presidential candidate and Arkansas Gov. Mike Huckabee.

Akin also printed a special brochure, entitled "The Story of a Sinner Saved by Grace," aimed particularly at churchgoers. In it, Akin described how he accepted Christ as his savior, gave up career ambitions as an engineer to attend seminary, served on the board of Missouri Right to Life and home-schooled his six children with his wife, Lulli. He said God had called him to work in government and run for the Senate.

Although not everyone who voted for the prayer amendment also backed Akin, those who did may have helped provide the nearly 37,000-vote cushion Akin enjoyed over the second-place finisher, Brunner.

"He was able to connect most strongly and directly with the networks of social conservatives across the state - religious conservatives, home-schoolers, a variety of people," said Dave Robertson, a political science professor at the University of Missouri-St. Louis.

POSITIVE ADS

Akin enhanced his standing with TV ads in which Huckabee praised him as "a courageous conservative" and "a Bible-based Christian" who "supports traditional marriage" and "defends the unborn." When Akin's Republican rivals criticized him for voting for increased debt and spending earmarks, Huckabee countered in TV ads that Akin co-sponsored a balanced budget amendment and voted against President Barack Obama's health care law and stimulus plan.

Akin remained the only candidate not to run negative ads. By contrast, Brunner's campaign began running them against both Akin and Steelman in early June. Steelman also went negative. So, too, did a separate political group supporting Steelman and the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, which was backing Brunner.

Brunner's own tracking polls showed him in the lead when his positive TV ads featured him speaking about his business experience, said Brunner campaign adviser John Hancock. That changed after the flood of negative ads launched by - and at - Brunner. Akin, meanwhile, got a bump in the polls after the Huckabee ads.

McCaskill also may have enhanced Akin's image among conservatives by running a TV ad that described him as "just too conservative" and telling voters that Akin had described Obama as "a complete menace to our civilization."

"Having this notion of Huckabee saying he's a real conservative ... and then having McCaskill say this guy is too conservative was another sort of seal of approval for people who showed up on Tuesday" to vote in the Republican primary, said Peverill Squire, a political science professor at the University of Missouri-Columbia.

POLITICAL INSIDER

Akin's primary victory means Republicans won't be able to run a Washington-outsider's campaign against McCaskill, as they could have if Brunner or Steelman were the GOP nominee. Akin first was elected to Congress in 2000, six years before McCaskill. Yet that doesn't necessarily prohibit him from running a change-themed campaign focused on ideology.

In fact, Republicans in several states have nominated U.S. Senate candidates this year who are or were members of Congress. On the same day Missourians chose Akin, Michigan voters picked former U.S. Rep. Pete Hoekstra to challenge Democratic Sen. Debbie Stabenow. In Montana, U.S. Rep. Denny Rehberg is the Republican nominee against Democratic Sen. Jon Tester. And in two races for open Senate seats, Republicans will field U.S. Rep. Rick Berg in North Dakota and former Rep. Heather Wilson in New Mexico.

Two years ago, Missouri elected another incumbent congressman - Republican Rep. Roy Blunt - to an open Senate seat. He prevailed by linking his Democratic opponent's policies to Obama's while calling for an ideological reversal in Washington. Akin appears to be following the same path.

"It's hard for him to argue that he's an outsider, that he's not like those people in Washington, D.C.," said George Connor, head of the political science department at Missouri State University. "I think that the biggest difference here is going to be ideological."

Nevada, Cerner team up to raise health rankings

By Andra Bryan Stefanoni, Globe Staff Writer The Joplin Globe 
August 12, 2012

NEVADA, Mo. — A person has to scroll a long way down Missouri’s list of health rankings to find Vernon County.

Of 115 counties, it comes in at 88th for overall health.

For premature death, it ranks 95th.

Nevada, the county seat and largest city, also scores poorly in health rankings. The percentage of adults who smoke is more than twice the national benchmark. Obesity and diabetes are problems. The numbers for sexually transmitted infections and for teen births also are double the national rate.

But the city did score well in one category that got the attention of Erik Gallimore, director of rural health programs at Cerner Corp. It scored high marks for its desire to try to turn things around, he said. That’s why the Kansas City-based provider of electronic medical systems selected Nevada as a partner in building a new model of health in rural America.

The goal of the private-public partnership is to determine whether a rural community that ranks low on many health indexes can improve its rankings, help doctors work more efficiently and cut health care costs. Local officials are talking about building new sidewalks and bike trails, offering wellness classes, and encouraging people to swap sodas for apples.

“In five years, we want to go from the bottom third to the top third on the health rankings by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation,” said City Manager J.D. Kehrman.

Healthy Nevada

Stakeholders from the city of 8,500 people, including representatives of the school district and Nevada Regional Medical Center, are among those who have been meeting this summer to kick off the experiment, called the Healthy Nevada Project.

Heading the group are Tricia Bridgewater, a psychologist who runs a local mental health office called The Wellness Company, and Denise Nelson, a retired director of school nursing.

“We’ll be looking at what do our citizens want to work on,” Bridgewater said. “What do they see as the needs of the community? What can we do to address those needs?”

Cerner’s Gallimore, the project director, and Katie Cox, the project coordinator, have been on the ground in Nevada several times to help local leaders outline a plan.

“For the next several months, we are going to be in planning for a number of events — and not just what is going to happen in the next couple of months, but what is going to happen in the next couple of years,” Gallimore said. “This is not a sprint; this is a marathon. To actually have long, sustainable change, we’ve got to approach it that way.”

Cerner is equipping the hospital — operated by the city and governed by a nine-member board appointed by the City Council — with a $10 million electronic health records system, making it easier to track patients’ health.

“They have proven to us that it should be easy to use, particularly for physicians,” said the hospital’s chief executive officer, Judy Feuquay. “They enter medical information on a touch screen, and the information can be shared among departments. It’s comprehensive.”

The hospital — the city’s second largest employer, with 425 employees — launched its own employee wellness program three years ago. It offers discounts on health insurance for non-tobacco use, and teams up with the local YMCA to provide reduced membership fees as incentives to get employees exercising. The cardiac rehab lab is open after hours for employee use, and classes and screenings are offered with an emphasis on prevention.

“There is internal awareness; these are well-used programs,” Feuquay said. “But it’s time to take it outside the hospital walls.”

Feuquay said the area’s high rates of obesity, diabetes, tobacco use and heart disease are directly linked to lifestyle. She believes that by educating residents, those percentages will, over time, decline.

“The big thing is awareness. It’s all about education,” she said. “We have to create a climate where health is important to us.”

Feuquay said Nevada is not unusual compared with many other rural areas, but she believes the city is unusual because it is making an effort.

“We want to make a change; we want to make a difference,” she said.

Apples vs. soda

At the Community Center, Parks and Recreation Director Dana Redburn envisions adding wellness classes for parents and children, and offering snacks like apples and granola bars at the concession stand, which currently features a menu of candy bars and soda.

“My vision is to provide our community with all of the tools they need in their toolbox for a healthy lifestyle,” Redburn said. “It could be as simple as demonstrating how many teaspoons of sugar are in a Mountain Dew. Then people might say: ‘Oh wow, this is what I’m putting into my body.’”

Bridgewater wants to keep the project fun by pairing health screenings and nutrition tips with friendly competitions that offer prizes for such things as walking and weight loss. She envisions working with local restaurants and grocery stores, as well as the farmers market, to promote healthy choices.

The city of Nevada, where a sales tax for parks and recreation recently was approved, is discussing improvements such as sidewalks, and biking and hiking paths. Additional funding may be available through grants, officials said, because of the new initiative.

“It’s opening doors, a week or so out of the gate,” said Kehrman, the city manager.

‘Individual choice’

Nevada resident Mark Mason, 61, said he believes the project isn’t necessary, and that individuals should take the initiative to improve their own health.

“As far as health goes, people have to take that on themselves and not be dependent on the city or the government or a group,” he said. “I think this is a problem across rural America. But it’s an individual choice not to rely on an entity to get you healthy. There are walking paths at Walton Park and Radio Springs. There are fast-food choices we could say ‘no’ to. We have the choice as individuals, and I think it’s up to us to take the initiative.”

By contrast, Kelsey Harrison, a junior at Nevada High School, said she notices people around town who “could lose a few pounds” and who need motivation.

“Motivation is the key. I think we need it here,” she said. “It’s not something you hear much about, other than maybe a few little posters at the YMCA.”

In addition to reversing poor health indicators, the Healthy Nevada Project also aims to decrease by 10 percent the current health care spending in Vernon County. That can come from decreasing the demand for services by placing an emphasis on health, wellness and prevention, according to the project leaders.

According to an analysis by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, for example, the area far exceeds the national benchmark in the number of preventable hospital stays each year. Feuquay said that by making mammograms and diabetic screenings accessible and encouraging people to have them, those numbers could be reduced.

Jeff Townsend, Cerner executive vice president, said a project of this size and scope has never been done before.

Feuquay said that if the project is deemed a success, the model could be transferred or generalized to other rural communities.

“Our success will make it easier for other communities to do the same thing,” she said. “The worst thing we could do is end up the same. We have everything to gain.”

Health rankings

Physical inactivity

Vernon County    32 percent

National    21 percent

Missouri    28 percent

Children in poverty

Vernon County    27 percent

National    13 percent

Missouri    21 percent

Adult obesity

Vernon County    34 percent

National    25 percent

Missouri    31 percent

Source: Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
Region’s colleges look out of state for students, more tuition money
Universities such as MU are importing more students, and more tuition money.

By MARÁ ROSE WILLIAMS, The Kansas City Star

August 12, 2012

Before Chicago native Julie Fine visited the University of Missouri campus, she had no idea where Columbia was, or what she would find there.

“I pictured tumbleweeds and Dorothy,” she said.

But she came, she saw, she enrolled. Now the junior majoring in journalism leads campus tours for new students — and more and more of them, like her, are from out of state. 

About 35 percent of MU’s freshmen this fall are coming from outside Missouri, more than double the 17 percent of 10 years ago. And this year, for the first time, MU received more applications from out of state than in Missouri.

With state governments cutting higher education funding, and tuition making up an ever-larger part of schools’ budgets, universities across the country are trolling for out-of-state students.

“It’s a national trend,” said Mike Reilly, executive director of the American Association of Collegiate Registrars and Admissions Officers.

And, as so often is the case, it’s a trend fueled by money.

Twenty years ago, tuition was a quarter of MU’s operating funds. Today, it accounts for 60 percent.

Nonresident students typically pay twice as much as residents, or more. Tuition at MU for a Missouri resident taking 14 credit hours is $9,272 a year. For an out-of-state or international student, it’s $22,440.

“It helps us balance our budget,” said Vice Provost Ann Korschgen. “If we had not brought in more out-of-state students, maybe we would be laying off people. 

“It’s extra millions of dollars. Huge.”

MU’s 10,634 out-of-state applications this year are up 2,300 from the year before, Korschgen said.

Overall, out-of-staters now make up 30 percent of MU’s student body. University leaders expect that percentage to keep rising. 

But, Korschgen said, MU will have room for all Missourians who want to attend. 

“We don’t turn away anyone who meets Mizzou’s admissions standards, not in state or out of state,” she said. “We don’t have a waiting list for admission, and we don’t have a cap on it, either.”

At least one state has been talking about a cap. In California, lawmakers have proposed limiting nonresident enrollment to 10 percent to ensure room for residents. 

Last fall, out-of-state students, including international students, made up 23 percent of the freshman class on the University of California’s 10 campuses. 

Again, the financial motivation is strong: Out-of-state tuition in California is nearly triple in-state tuition, and California schools have struggled more than most to make ends meet. 

At the same time, with tuitions at the state’s public universities tripling in the last decade, thousands of California students have gone elsewhere in search of lower college costs. In 2007, 22 percent of the state’s high school graduates enrolled in the University of California system or California State University. By 2010, the number had slipped to 18 percent, The Associated Press reported earlier this year.

Thousands of them are slipping across the border to the University of Oregon, which last year had 4,500 students from California. Overall, the university has seen its out-of-state enrollment jump from 5,828 in 2001 to 10,555 last year, and the out-of-state percentage of the student body grew to 43 percent.

California is one of MU’s primary targets, too, along with Texas, Colorado and Minnesota. But MU is making its strongest play in Illinois, where three of its seven full-time out-of-state recruiters work, two of them in Chicago. 

“The Mizzou name is exploding in Chicago,” said Derek Kessen, president of MU’s Chicago Alumni Association. “I see an MU logo somewhere or on someone every day here.”

Chicago pub owner Mike Janusch has watched the clientele bellying up to his bar, Sedgwick’s, tilt more and more toward MU. On most football game days, fans wearing black and gold pack the place, sometimes 300 strong, to raise their mugs for Tiger touchdowns. 

MU got 6,200 applications from Illinois this year, almost two-thirds as many as it got from Missouri residents.

At other schools, too

Other schools in Missouri and Kansas are boosting out-of-state enrollment, too.

According to the Kansas Board of Regents, enrollment of in-state students at the state’s six public universities declined by 1.7 percent from 2005 to 2010. At the same time, out-of-state students increased by more than 25 percent.

As at MU, nonresident applications to the University of Kansas exceeded resident applications this year.

“Out-of-state applications are up everywhere over the last three or four years,” said Matt Melvin, KU vice provost for enrollment management. “Applying online makes it easier for students to apply to six, sometimes a dozen, different schools.”

Melvin said that while most KU students hail from Kansas, the university is busy recruiting internationally and out of state. In 2010, non-Kansas residents made up 25 percent of KU’s freshman class.

Out-of-state interest in Kansas State University also has been growing. 

“We have experienced record applications and enrollment from out-of-state students for the last six years,” said Pat Bosco, vice president for student life and the dean of students at K-State. He said K-State has increased its international undergraduate enrollment from 200 to about 600 over that time. 

Those students, he said, must show that they can pay full price and remain financially independent while attending K-State before they are admitted.

Across the state line in Missouri, 27 percent of freshmen at public and private colleges last year came from other states.

The University of Missouri-Kansas City has seen a 12.6 percent increase this year in applications from out-of-state students, not including those students from nearby Kansas counties. 

UMKC’s Border Schmorder program allows students from 11 Kansas counties, including Johnson and Wyandotte, to pay in-state tuition, so they don’t count in the out-of-state numbers.

Over the last 10 years, UMKC’s student body has gone from 14 percent out of state and international to 33 percent.

But UMKC isn’t recruiting out of state as hard as some other schools, university officials said. Instead, it’s relying more on its recent high ranking for its Bloch School of Business, and the interest that the school and its Conservatory of Music and Dance are getting around the country to pull in more students, said Jennifer DeHaemers, assistant vice chancellor for enrollment management.

The school, though, is doing some recruiting in the usual hot spots: Texas and Illinois, China and the Middle East. 

‘Like an arms race’

Beyond money, there’s this: Kansas and Missouri just aren’t generating as many bodies for their universities’ student bodies.

Graduating classes in Kansas and Missouri are shrinking, according to the Western Interstate Commission for Higher Education. The commission predicted several years ago that 2009 would produce the largest graduating class in this region and after that, the class size would decline by about 5 percent each year until 2015.

KU has started prospecting in California, Tennessee and Kentucky, Melvin said.

“There is only a finite amount of people in Kansas, so it is incumbent on us to start looking to where we can get the maximum penetration” to reach the college-ready population in surrounding states, he said. “We call it enlarging our enrollment zone. It’s like an arms race.”

Out-of-state recruiting offers another benefit, administrators say: Some out-of-state students stay after graduation, raising families and starting businesses. 

The hope, K-State’s Bosco said, is that those transplants will help counter the brain drain that occurs when Kansas and Missouri students leave the state.

At MU, about a third of out-of-state students become Missouri residents, Korschgen said, and “about 30 percent of those ... will then stay in the state, so we are importing intellectual capital.”

For her part, Fine, the junior from Chicago, has decided she’s not ready to leave Missouri when she graduates.

“I’m going for my master’s degree at Mizzou,” she said. 

She’s not sure where a job hunt might take her, but “I’m definitely not opposed to staying here in Missouri. I love it here.”

New push is on to push smoking out of casinos

Gambling spots are a rare public place where smokers can light up, but activists point to health dangers.

By ALAN BAVLEY, The Kansas City Star

August 12, 2012

Go to a Kansas City area casino and you won’t see any smokers lurking outside for a few quick drags. 

They’re all on the gaming floor lighting up freely — and legally.

The smell of their tobacco smoke is in the air. It’s on your clothes. It fills your lungs.

And local health advocates want it to stop.

They’ve been meeting with casino representatives and elected officials lately to urge them to support changing the municipal ordinances and state laws that have allowed gaming floors to remain one of the last public refuges for smokers. The health advocates’ next step is to get the public involved.

“I don’t think people realize casinos still allow smoking. We want to get it on the radar,” said Joyce Morrison, spokeswoman for Clean Air Metro KC, a loose coalition of health groups that wants all of metropolitan Kansas City to be smoke-free. Members include the American Cancer Society, the American Lung Association of Kansas, and county health departments.

“Our message to casinos: Smoke-free casinos are inevitable. We want to be able to have a conversation with you instead of fighting it out in legislative hearings,” Morrison said. 

Judy Patterson, executive director of the American Gaming Association, isn’t so sure. The Great Recession hit state budgets hard, she noted. States are reluctant now to pass smoke-free laws that may affect the revenue they get from casinos. 

“My own sense is these (anti-smoking) movements have lost steam,” Patterson said. 

But as bars and other entertainment venues go smoke-free, casinos have become a more conspicuous target for anti-smoking groups. About 50 million nonsmokers frequent casinos each year. And there’s enough secondhand smoke in the average casino to pose a risk even to casual gamblers, health advocates maintain. 

Casino employees exposed to the smoke day in, day out are in even greater jeopardy. 

Casinos are on the agenda of the annual National Conference on Tobacco or Health, being held this week in Kansas City. A pre-conference workshop today will focus on casinos.

“Smoke-free environments are now normal coast to coast. Sixty-five percent of people live in areas with smoke-free restaurants and bars and other workplaces,” said Bronson Frick of Americans for Nonsmokers’ Rights. “Smoking casinos are in sharp contrast to the rest of society.”

But that appears to be changing, Frick pointed out. Colorado and Illinois ordered their casinos to go smoke-free in 2008. Last year, Massachusetts changed its law to authorize casinos, which will not permit smoking. Ohio started opening its first four casinos this year as nonsmoking venues.

“It’s quickly becoming the national norm,” Frick said.

Kansas City voters turned bars and restaurants smoke-free in 2008. In Kansas, a state law did the same in 2010. Most municipalities in the metro area have similar rules. But the gaming floors of all five state-regulated casinos in the area have remained exempt from the laws.

Nevada — home to roughly half of the 500 or so commercial casinos in the United States — still allows smoking on casino floors. And all but a few of the roughly 460 tribal casinos, which generally haven’t come under state smoking laws, permit smoking.

Casino operators argue that smoking is an economic issue. They contend that revenues drop when casinos go smoke-free. And they’re put at a serious disadvantage when other casinos nearby still allow smoking.

But health advocates said casinos still remain profitable when they go smoke-free, and lives are at stake if they don’t.

Clean Air Metro KC and the Health Care Foundation of Greater Kansas City commissioned researchers to carry small, easy-to-conceal gadgets to measure particulate air pollution levels at area casinos. 

Fine particulates can come from cigarettes, auto tailpipes and even burgers on a grill. The tiny particles work their way into the lungs, where they cause inflammation and aggravate asthma, emphysema and other respiratory diseases. Particulates also are suspected of contributing to heart attacks.

The researchers found that Kansas City area casinos all had pollution levels that varied from unhealthy for people with heart or lung diseases to unhealthy for all people. Only one casino’s nonsmoking area had air quality categorized as good.

When other researchers at Stanford and Tufts universities combined such data from 66 casinos across the country, they found that at half the venues, breathing in the secondhand smoke for even two hours was enough to impair the heart’s ability to pump blood.

Some casino workers have sued their employers, alleging that secondhand smoke was causing sore throats, dizziness, tightness in the chest and other symptoms.

A former Atlantic City casino worker claimed exposure to the smoke caused his lung cancer. The man, who said he was never a smoker, settled his suit against the casino for $4.5 million.

Dealers studied at three Las Vegas casinos were three times as likely to have asthma symptoms as other adults in Nevada, according to the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health. Working an eight-hour work shift raised dealers’ levels of a known cancer-causing chemical in cigarette smoke, the researchers found.

For JoAnne Chaney of Overland Park, working as a casino dealer started out as a fun retirement job. She loved playing cards and meeting new people. But after nine years of working there, she often found herself short of breath and sick to her stomach. 

She followed her doctor’s orders and quit.

“When you’re at the blackjack table all day, you can’t tell me it’s not doing any harm,” Chaney said. “Having smoke blown at you for hours, it overcomes you.”

Usually, the gamblers didn’t realize they were making her uncomfortable. Other times, they did it maliciously, she said.

“If they were losing, they would deliberately smoke in your face. It was a way to get even without getting in trouble.”

But when asked about going smoke-free, Kansas City area casinos point to Illinois, where revenues plummeted in 2008 after smoking was banned on casino gaming floors. Of course that was the year the recession started, but casinos in neighboring Indiana and Missouri, where smoking continued, didn’t see such a significant drop.

And in the competitive Kansas City market, casinos don’t want to be the first or only venue with a smoke-free gaming floor. 

“We want a level playing field,” said Roxann Kinkade, corporate director of communications of Ameristar, which has a large Kansas City casino. “Until all the (gaming) floors are smoke-free, we will fight” to keep Ameristar open to smoking.

Even though Penn National Gaming is opening two nonsmoking casinos in Ohio this year, its new Hollywood Casino at Kansas Speedway allows smoking on the gaming floor.

But Penn National entered Ohio knowing that all state-regulated casinos there would be smoke-free.

“Kansas was a smoking state from the beginning,” said Penn National public affairs director Karen Bailey. “We made our investment based on that.”

Kansas City, Kan., is home to the 7th Street Casino, a tribal casino that also allows smoking.

“From a competitive standpoint, we will not pursue a nonsmoking effort,” Bailey said.

Stephanie Steinberg of Smoke-Free Gaming, a grassroots group in Colorado that helped end smoking in that state’s casinos, doesn’t buy the casinos’ economic arguments. Colorado casinos are still profitable, she said. 

In Atlantic City, N.J., where smoking is allowed on gaming floors, the glitzy Revel Casino, with a Hugo Boss boutique and other high-end amenities, opened this year completely smoke-free. 

What makes a casino competitive isn’t smoking, it’s having what’s hot, Steinberg said. “The people want new. They want fresh. That’s why casinos have to remodel every 10 years, to stay new.”

Clean Air Metro KC is telling casinos that they may pick up more business from nonsmoking casino patrons such as Northland resident Bret Lafler, who said he would spend more money if the gaming floors were smoke-free.

Lafler said he likes the attractions at Kansas City area casinos — the food’s good and so are the shows.

“But you have to go through a smoke pit to get to it,” he added.

That keeps the GM Fairfax plant worker and his wife, Rhonda, from going as often as they’d like, even though he’s done pretty well at the roulette wheel.

“I’ve got a pretty sensitive nose for tobacco smoke,” Lafler said. “It’s pretty smelly.”

Conservation officials seek help from Mo. hunters
KFVS12

Posted: Aug 13, 2012 4:46 AM CDT 

Updated: Aug 13, 2012 10:53 AM CDT
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) - Missouri conservation officials are asking bow hunters to help keep track of wildlife by participating in a survey.

The state Conservation Department will mail surveys to participating bow hunters next month. They'll be asked to record how many deer, turkeys and furbearing animals they see and where, when and for how long they hunt.

Conservation officials say the survey has been conducted since 1983 and helps the agency manage wildlife and set hunting rules.

Missouri issued more than 190,000 bow hunting permits last year. About 7,000 of those hunters agreed to participate in the survey.

At schools in St. Louis area, parents seek best matches between students, teachers

BY JESSICA BOCK, St. Louis Post-Dispatch

August 12, 2012

When Amy Mayfield found out who her daughter's middle school teachers would be this year, she was disappointed to see it was not the same team that was really good for her older child.

And when she and her husband called the principal to request a change, they realized they weren't the only ones asking. She told them they were the fifth parents to call that morning.

"You have to ask, because it's your child and you want the best for them," Mayfield said.

For many parents, navigating the principal's office to get the teacher they want for their child is daunting, especially when most schools frown on that type of jockeying.

Instead, some schools ask that mom or dad fill out a form or write a letter with information about their child's struggles or successes — without specific teacher requests — to use when they start to make class lists.

"I don't want anybody to be unsuccessful, but I also don't want (requests) to be based on some type of negative assumption about their teacher," said Megan Stryjewski, principal at Concord Elementary in Lindbergh Schools.

Schools may be heading to a future in which administrators are armed with detailed statistical information that compares the effectiveness of teachers. President Barack Obama's administration — along with many states — are moving toward teacher evaluations that are based at least in part on how well teachers help individual students increase their performance on state standardized exams. But education officials have been hesitant to make that kind of detailed data broadly available to parents.

In the meantime, parents have been sizing up teachers and shopping for the best ones on their own.

It's a kind of dance that culminates this time of year as many of the region's schools open their doors to the new school year.

Parents have scoped out the best teachers, based on their own knowledge or maybe what they hear in the car pool lane and at the playground. Some might have been a little stealth on their child's form, describing the characteristics and background of — but not naming — the teacher they have heard is good.

Administrators who try to perpetrate the idea that all of their teachers are good are not helping, said Peg Tyre, author of "The Good School: How Smart Parents Get Their Kids The Education They Deserve."

A first-year teacher is a valid concern, according to research that has showed they tend to be less effective than those with even a little more experience. Parents can ask principals about extra supports for the teacher.

"Don't shy away. Inform yourself. Go in and say in a very openhearted way: 'I know this is true. You know this is true. How to we go forward to create the least bit of disruption?'" Tyre said.

For parents of students who struggled last year and are not reading at grade level, "tell them, 'I need your very best people,'" she said.

At Concord Elementary, the child's previous teacher plays a big role in helping decide whose class they will be in next year. Stryjewski and her teachers develop the classes together by starting with big pieces of paper, moving children's names from one list to another as they work.

They're looking for not only the right mix of boys and girls and personalities, but also a combination of strong and struggling students. They think about friendships. Stryjewski tells parents who want to have a say to write a letter about their child and what they need for optimal learning, without naming names.

It was bullying during her son's sixth-grade year that pushed Akeesha McMillon to request a change last year at Southeast Middle School in the Hazelwood School District. During registration for the new school year, she said his counselors agreed it was a good move for him.

"He improved tremendously," McMillon said. "That's my priority right there, him and his education. I don't let the school handle it alone."

Mike Baugus, principal at Parkway Central Middle, understands the concern from parents, especially from those with kids just entering sixth grade. He tries to have conversations about schedules and teacher assignments well before the first day of school, which minimizes teacher shuffles throughout the year. This year, he moved the school's open house, traditionally held after the year begins, to the week before.

Students can walk their wing of the school with their parents, meet their teachers and get comfortable.

"I know this part of their life is so crucial. My job is to be their advocate during the eight hours a day they are here," Baugus said. "I really try to tell parents, your kid is going to be fine."

When school starts next week in Kirkwood, Mayfield's seventh-grader will have the teachers she requested, including a communication arts teacher that the family loves.

"You have to go in with a game plan, and with reasons for the change — not just I want to go there because all of her friends are there," Mayfield said. "They were very accommodating."

MISSOURINET
McCaskill and Akin discuss the issues for Missouri Farm Bureau

August 13, 2012 By Mike Lear 

Missouri’s candidates for U.S. Senate have shared a stage for the first time, only days removed from a primary election that pitted them against one another. The candidates fielded questions from more than 200 farmers with Missouri Farm Bureau’s Political Action Committee.

Big on the minds of farmers is the passage of the Farm Bill. The incumbent, Senator Claire McCaskill says she has been a strong proponent. “I think it’s an incredibly important thing to get done so you all have some certainty. We will get disaster relief done and it will be retroactive for the cattle. I know that will happen. I was bitterly disappointed that my opponent and some of his colleagues blocked a decision on the farm bill before we left to come home and work for the month of August.”

Congressman Todd Akin says he is comfortable with most of the farm programs in that bill, but he has an issue with what he says is an 80 percent increase in entitlement programs. “I’ve gotten to the point where I’m not so sure that the farm portion of it is reasonable enough that you might be able to just pass that by itself.”

McCaskill says the farm programs and entitlement programs are tied together so that urban legislators who aren’t concerned with farm issues will vote for the whole package.

Both candidates were also asked to discuss the estate tax, that farmers often refer to as the “death tax.”

Akin says he doesn’t believe in the tax. “I just think it’s a bad idea, and to have that death tax … go up to the degree that it is, up to 55 percent, I think that’s crazy and I’ve never voted for that and I support keeping the death tax as low as we can get it. As far as I’m concerned, what’s the right level? Well zero would be just about right for me.”

McCaskill says she cosponsored legislation that would extend the current estate tax rate of 35 percent, with an exemption for those making up to 5 million dollars. As to whether she would vote to eliminate it altogether, she says, “I would possibly vote for that if we could figure out a way to do a whole balanced approach on deficit reduction. If we could do something that would make sense, that we would be cutting spending, figuring out a way to make entitlements responsible and also look at the tax code in a way that doesn’t pick quite as many winners and losers. In the meantime, I basically told my leadership that I wouldn’t vote for anything that took it below five (million dollars).”

Akin beat out former state treasurer Sarah Steelman and St. Louis businessman John Brunner for the Republican nomination for U.S. Senate in Tuesday’s Primary. McCaskill ran unopposed on the Democrat side.

BLOG ZONE 

Editor's Weekly: Week's news mixes politics and religion

By Margaret Wolf Freivogel, Beacon Editor 

8:04 am on Fri, 08.10.12

Dear Beaconites --

In the days following Missouri's primary, the Beacon has been filled with news of church as well as state.

In part, this reflects the power of religion in Missouri politics. As Beacon political reporter Jo Mannies noted, Todd Akin, the GOP nominee for U.S. Senate, began his victory speech by thanking “God our Creator who has blessed this campaign, heard your prayers, and answered them with victory.” Such declarations, in addition to reflecting Akin's genuine beliefs, amount to high octane fuel for his base of support.

Religious freedom was directly on the ballot with Amendment 2. It passed overwhelmingly despite considerable uncertainty about what its actual impact will be, Beacon staffer Jason Rosenbaum reported. State and federal constitutions already protect religious freedom. Whether Amendment 2 can extend such protection is a matter of debate.

The most controversial wording in the amendment did not appear on the ballot -- wording that could be interpreted to curb prisoners' rights and to allow students to object to assignments. The ACLU has already challenged the measure in court.

Sen. Claire McCaskill, the vulnerable Democratic incumbent who will be seeking to tamp down Akin's margin outstate, voted for Amendment 2. Neither she nor her staff would immediately explain why, but Thursday she said the ballot language looked straightforward and added, "I'm all for prayer."

As religious themes played out in politics this week, internal politics played out in religious institutions. Pat Rice reported on the Leadership Conference of Women Religious, which convened in St. Louis to ponder a response to Vatican efforts to impose tighter control. A Vatican critique in April characterized the group as favoring "radical feminist" ideas and exhibiting disregard for church doctrine in areas such as artificial contraception, homosexual relationships and abortion.

More than 900 Women Religious opened their session here with prayer, song and a plan to discuss matters in closed session before entering into further dialogue with church officials. In contrast to secular politics, where religious references often exacerbate division, the Women Religious leaders seemed determined to minimize open conflict.

Meanwhile, conflict erupted at one of the region's most noteworthy religious institutions when Saint Louis University's law school dean quit, as Beacon staffer Dale Singer reported. “It is the ultimate irony that a Jesuit university would operate so far outside the bounds of common decency, collegiality, professionalism and integrity," said Annette E. Clark in her resignation letter. "I simply cannot be part of, and I assure I will not be complicit with, an administration that can’t be trusted to act honestly and in the best interests of its faculty, staff and students.”

University president Lawrence Biondi, whose outsized personality has had an impact far beyond the campus, said Clark was about to be fired anyway. In a letter, he said Clark’s actions “demonstrate a lack of a clear and comprehensive understanding of the duties and obligations, autonomy and authority, of a modern-day dean at a large and complex university.”

You might regard the various intersections of politics and religion this week as mere happenstance. Or perhaps the news reflected something deeper about the intertwined forces that shape our world and ourselves.

Politics is about power. Yet politics is shaped in part by beliefs. Religious institutions are about beliefs. Yet religious institutions are shaped in part by disputes over power. This week, Beacon coverage provided a window to watch as the forces of power and belief continued their endless interplay.

Sincerely,

Margie

What counts after the vote
By STEVE KRASKE, The Kansas City Star

Posted on Fri, Aug. 10, 2012 05:42 PM

The post-primary rundown:

• The plan for Sen. Claire McCaskill: Define Rep. Todd Akin before he defines her. She stopped in Missouri’s biggest media markets this week to do just that. On Monday, she launches a statewide tour.

No naps between now and November, she says.

Akin took the week off after the primary, though he talked on the radio and presumably raised money. He’s the favorite, but time off wouldn’t have been my choice.

This campaign will boil down to one question: Who’s the topic of conversation? If it’s Akin, he loses, because voters will be talking about how conservative he is. If it’s McCaskill, she loses, because voters will be talking about how liberal she is.

• McCaskill’s goal, analysts agree, is no mistakes. To that end, she called Akin, a man of deep faith, “pleasant” and “sincere.” She didn’t blink when asked how she voted on Amendment 2, the prayer issue on Tuesday’s ballot, which passed easily, though with more Republican than Democratic support. She voted for it. No harm backing it because the proposal largely duplicated current law. 

“I’m all for prayer,” she said.

• The big winner? Voters. What a clear choice.

I’ve never seen this before. This week, McCaskill launched a website at TruthAboutAkin.com that lays out the congressman’s stands on lots of issues. 

The typical response from a candidate like Akin who is the target of such a website is to trash it. But Akin’s spokesman said he had no problem with the site. 

“What it looks like is basically things they consider bad, but we don’t,” he said. 

Two candidates. Two visions.

• The biggest winner: Gov. Sam Brownback. He did something that no Kansas governor has ever done by campaigning openly against a squadron of Senate candidates from his own party — and won. 

Brownback has taken risky moves before, beginning with his decision to run for the Senate in 1996, and he has triumphed every time.

If he had lost Tuesday, the state Senate would have undermined every one of his initiatives.

How did a governor whose job approval ratings are as shaky as Brownback’s pull it off? Simple. Conservatives vote in primaries. Moderates not so much. Brownback knew that.

He also wagered that even though Kansas government has been chopped relentlessly in recent years, the conservative push for even smaller government still resonates.

Blame President Barack Obama for that. His big-government aura energizes conservatives.

• You can win, but still lose. Case in point: Missouri Lt. Gov. Peter Kinder, who beat back a tough challenge from Brad Lager but now is damaged goods.

• Mayor Sly James of Kansas City, whose tax plans won voter approval Tuesday? One popular dude.

• Number of bottles of Germ-X hand sanitizer that Republican John Brunner had to sell to cover the $7.5 million he poured into his losing Senate race: 35,479,235, give or take a few million.

Clay's win over Carnahan swept other candidates along as well

By Jo Mannies
St. Louis Beacon
TAKE A PEEK AT THE KANSAS CITY PRIMARY WEEK POWER BROKERS!!!

1. Mayor Sly James - Mayor Sly BEAT THE STAR . . . This changes the paradigm for Kansas City politics and it's one of the strongest moves we've seen from his administration. 

2. MO House Rep. Jason Holsman - Big Red powered through and took an election with a solid ground campaign and a consistent strategy utilizing voter engagement.

3. Secretary of State Candidate Jason Kander - Mr. Kander is Kansas City's greatest hope in the political spectrum and his move into a statewide race has the support of nearly every voter in this city. 

4. MO House Rep. Judy Morgan - Her power play was impressive. We like that Judy won this game on the ground as well. Her critics might complain that she was supported by the old school Kansas City political establishment. HOWEVER . . . She reached out to voters throughout the area to back her up. 

5. Mike Talboy - Behind the scenes outgoing MO House Rep. and Burns & Mac Lobbyist directly influenced AT LEAST A HALF DOZEN local political races. He's working Kansas City politics from the top level and more than anyone else his influence shaped the outcome of this primary.

NEWSIES 

John Landsberg - He really is the gold standard of Kansas City journalists. His media blog is where all of Kansas City looks to take a look at the behind the scenes moves of journalists making the news. 

Chris Hernandez - He's leaving for the Unicorn but his legacy on the Kansas City news scene will remain. 

John Long - Camp KC is Kansas City's LGBT resources of record and John is a tireless advocate for this community. 

Erin Little - It's nice outside and thinking about her makes all of the horrible dude viewers smile. 

Danny Rotert - He's not a news dude but the news wouldn't happen without him. He's one of the most professional people in all of Kansas City politics and part of the reason why Mayor Sly stays winning over local media. 

MAYOR SLY'S UPCOMING AGENDA . . . 

More Taxes - The asking isn't over . . . There's another half billion on the table and WE TOLD YOU THE NEXT ASK IS COMING!!!

The Downtown Toy Train - Only a well-funded lawsuit will stop Kansas City from being railroaded. 

KCPD Local Control - The consequences are scary on this one but it's happening as we speak. 

The Taxpayer Subsidized Downtown Hotel - 1,000 rooms paid for by the broke-ass people of Kansas City Proper with profits all paid to corporate parents. 

More Bow Ties - TKC is diametrically opposed to the Mayor's Pee-Wee Herman sense of fashion. 

As always, this list has been compiled according to scientific TKC polling and market research data and it's a weekly comprehensive guide to local powerful people.

TRUTH ABOUT NEW MISSOURI DEMOCRATIC RISING STAR – JOHN WRIGHT 

August 10, 2012 11:57 am

 Author: Jerry Berger 

Missouri Democrats are swooning about a new rising star in the party: John Wright, newly nominated as the party’s standard-bearer in House District 47, which is around Columbia in mid-Missouri. Wright’s resume’ is impressive: Student body president and captain of his high school’s state champion tennis team; bachelors and law degrees from Yale (where he edited the Law Review) and scored top academic honors; founder of an investment company that made him wealthy enough to retire in his 30s. He put nearly $100,000 of his own money into his first political campaign and drew another $70,000 plus in donations, rolling to a 2-to-1 victory Tuesday over a former state lawmaker. The swoons are over Wright’s sparkling smile, curly blond hair and athletic good looks. One St. Louis Democratic insider, an appreciative female, compared Wright to “the young Robert Redford in ‘The Candidate,’ only better looking – in fact, the best-looking Democratic fresh face I’ve seen in many years and a very nice guy.” Female hearts melted at the sight of Wright leading an elementary reading program he sponsors as a nonprofit in Columbia. Another veteran Democrat points to Wright’s strong first-impression campaign video, which may be viewed on his website at http://www.wright4missouri.com/ “His full name is John Atchison Wright, which has a lovely ring, especially when coupled with a title like Representative – or Governor,” this longtime party insider said. Wright still faces a November matchup with a right-wing Republican, but Democrats are writing checks now, they say, to support a star on an upward trajectory.
TKC BREAKING AND EXCLUSIVE NEWS!!! EXPECT JACKSON COUNTY CONFUSION AS DEMOCRATIC PARTY CHAIR STEVE BOUGH PREPARES TO STEP DOWN!!! 
By Jo Mannies
St. Louis Beacon

TAKE A PEEK AT THE KANSAS CITY PRIMARY WEEK POWER BROKERS!!!

A Jackson County shake-up is on the way . . .

Check it . . .

JACKSON COUNTY INSIDERS WARN US THAT WHEN STEVE BOUGH STEPS DOWN (WHICH IS GONNA BE SOON) THERE WILL BE A FEEDING FRENZY FOR HIS JOB AS JACKSON COUNTY DEMOCRATIC PARTY CHAIR!!!

When Bough was up for the job last time around there was quite a bit of slap-fighting.

Now Bough is probably ready to devote all of his spare time to his new gig on the Jackson County Sports Authority.

The move to quit the Party Chair job is wise given that outsiders might notice the Sports Authority is seemingly completely controlled by Democratic Officials who are looking to take even more power.

Additionally . . .

INSIDERS WARN THAT COUNTY EXEC MIKE SANDERS TAKING ON THE CHIEFS AND ROYALS OVER SPENDING IS A LOSING MOVE!!! 

It never pays to fight with billionaires and the price of the current political theater regarding spending could be opposition from EXTREMELY well-funded Kansas City sports team owners. 

But I digress . . .

For this morning we're really talking about the future of the Democrats in Jackson County.

By now the folks who have been watching this drama closely understand one thing . . .

FORMER KANSAS CITY COUNCIL DUDE TERRY RILEY COULD REEMERGE TO CLAIM THE PARTY CHAIR SPOT GIVEN THAT LAST TIME AROUND HE CAME EXTREMELY CLOSE TO WINNING THE POSITION!!!

Mr. Riley is one of Kansas City's strongest power players and this job as party chair would compliment his consulting pursuits nicely . . . The struggle will be between Riley and minority representation vs. another ally of Mike Sanders getting ready to take hold of power once again. 

There are a couple of more names for the job that we need to check (look for a female candidate that might mix things up) . . . But what's important to realize is that the leadership among Jackson County Democrats could soon be in play and this not only represents an opportunity but also AN IMPENDING FIGHT!!!

DEVELOPING . . .

Nixon appoints former GOP Senate leader Nixon appoints former GOP Senate leader to Missouri Board of Education

Jason Hancock, The Kansas City Star
August 10, 2012

JEFFERSON CITY – Former Missouri Senate President Pro Tem Charlie Shields was appointed Friday to serve on the State Board of Education. 

Shields, a Republican from St. Joseph, was appointed by Democratic Gov. Jay Nixon. He will begin serving immediately but must be confirmed by the Missouri Senate after the legislative session begins in January. 

He was a long-time state lawmaker, representing St. Joseph in the House from 1991 to 2003 and Buchanan and Platte counties in the Senate from 2003 to 2011. He was senate majority leader for three years and president pro tem for two. 

He currently serves as chief operating officer of Truman Medical Center Lakewood.

EDITORIALS … & Letters to the Editor
Stop sequestration cuts to the U.S. defense budget

Last year, Congress passed $487 billion in defense cuts as part of the Budget Control Act of 2011. Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has said these cuts will be tough to make but are feasible without threatening our troops or security. 

However, by failing to reach agreement on additional cuts also called for by this law, Congress has triggered “sequestration,” a second round of even deeper cuts to our military that will take effect starting in January 2013.

These additional cuts, totaling $500 billion over 10 years, represent an unprecedented reduction of the defense budget during wartime, made more shocking because they’re the result of partisan gridlock rather than thoughtful policy. 

The sequestration cuts will be especially devastating because they fall automatically across-the-board, slashing every Pentagon program equally and indiscriminately, from ballpoint pens for the Pentagon to body armor for soldiers and marines.

No one thinks this would be a responsible way to proceed. Troops on the front lines will be the first to feel the disastrous effects. Panetta has said cuts would delay wartime contracts and weaken oversight. In effect, Congress could be planting the seeds for several hundred Halliburton scandals: food and other supplies arriving weeks late to forward-operating bases, fuel shortages grounding planes and helicopters, and troops waiting even longer for mental health evaluations.

Sequestration will also erode America’s military superiority over the next decade by cutting even the most essential defense programs. Any military commander will tell you that our ability to dominate the battlefield is not only dependent upon critical thinking but is fueled by superior aircraft, ships, weapons and intelligence. 

Sequestration would cripple each of these categories, interfering with professional military education at our war colleges, ending the modernization of fighter jets, combat ships, helicopters, ground vehicles, drone aircraft and satellite technologies.

Without a thorough study of the art of war and first-rate equipment the U.S. military will be far less able to deter gathering conflicts or quickly resolve conflicts we are unable to avoid.

The “Powell Doctrine” of only risking our troops when backed up by overwhelming force and a clear path to decisive victory could be at risk. With our portfolio of global responsibilities, we could find it difficult to simultaneously pursue terrorists, contain Iran and North Korea, counter a rising China, and deal with exploding hot spots like Syria today.

Those who say we can risk skipping one or two generations of military development are poor students of military history. America rose from a young, regional power to a formidable military force over the course of World War I alone. And Germany rose from the ashes of that war to threaten all of Europe in less than two decades.

Today, technology has accelerated the pace of change, and our adversaries are not sitting on their hands. Russia and China are both building sixth generation stealth fighters, while Iran and North Korea race to develop nuclear intercontinental ballistic missiles. The rise of cyber weapons puts America’s highly networked economy and society at particular risk. We can choose to delay our defenses against these developing threats but the threats themselves won’t wait.

Many Pentagon critics are embracing sequestration as a way to reduce the budget and, in their minds, enforce fiscal responsibility. But sequestration will have the opposite effect. Falling indiscriminately on every program, the cuts will create costly delays. They will reduce order numbers, thereby increasing unit costs and eliminating economies of scale.

Taxpayers will get less for their dollar, and troops will get less, period. As a cost-saving measure, sequestration is like a shortcut that ends up taking twice as long. 

Congress faces grave challenges that demand hearty debate and creative compromises, not quick fixes that will create bigger problems down the road. I have every confidence that cooler heads will soon prevail, and that Congress will reach a historic compromise, saving us from blind budget cuts no one really wants.

Ike Skelton is a former Missouri 4th District U.S. representative who served as chairman of the House Armed Services Committee.

Variety of issues should draw voters in November

Posted: Saturday, August 11, 2012 11:45 pm | Updated: 10:54 pm, Sat Aug 11, 2012. 

With the completion of the primary election, all sights are set on the races and ballot issues in November's general election.

The obvious largest draw to the polls on Nov. 6 will be the presidential election, but there are statewide races and local issues that should keep Northwest Missourians interested on election night.

Buchanan County residents will likely take interest in the sheriff's race, which features incumbent Mike Strong, a Democrat who began his first term in 2005, and Republican Pat Grove. Mr. Grove, who began his career in St. Joseph, is a retired Kansas City, Mo., police captain.

Mr. Grove believes the forward momentum of the current administration has slowed to a stop. Mr. Strong believes they've developed effective programs in his two terms and kept the budget under control, despite decreasing funds.

National interest

Meanwhile, Republicans are spending millions in an effort to unseat U.S. Sen. Claire McCaskill, who has held her position since 2006, when she beat Republican Jim Talent by a narrow margin. The office has jumped parties frequently - Mr. Talent won in a showdown against Jean Carnahan, a Democrat who held the office for one year.

Observers believe Ms. McCaskill has her work cut out for her, as Missouri has transitioned from a swing state to more of a red state. The race, which now pits her against Todd Akin, has received national attention as money from across the country funnels in to assist the conservatives in unseating Ms. McCaskill and possibly taking over the Senate.

Smoking issue

Missourians love their cigarettes, and Northwest Missourians are no exception. A ballot initiative seeking to raise the tax on cigarettes by 73 cents a pack will likely inspire smoking voters to cast a vote at the polls.

Similar initiatives failed to get the necessary votes in 2002 and 2006. The current tax is 17 cents, the lowest in the nation. The national average is $1.49 per pack.

The issue received some attention due to the proposed ballot wording, which was challenged in court and ultimately upheld by the Missouri Supreme Court. The initiative asks if Missourians approve of creating a “health and education trust fund with proceeds of a tax of $0.0365 per cigarette.”

Local connection

Primary ballots were stacked with names, some familiar locally, in the race for lieutenant governor. While the race doesn't generally pick up much interest, the current, controversial lieutenant governor, Peter Kinder, made headlines for his questionable spending of taxpayers' money ($50,000-plus) on hotel rooms in St. Louis.

Adding more cache to the race for local residents is that Mr. Kinder will face St. Joseph native Susan Montee, who won the Democratic vote by a wide margin in the primary.

If the turnout for the general election is anything like the primary, Democratic candidates are likely to have some problems. About 1,000 more Republicans than Democrats came to the polls in Buchanan County. Statewide, there were 557,000 votes cast for Republican candidates for governor, compared to 314,000 for the Democratic candidates.

The Ryan Pick: The Locals Chime In
Micheal Mahoney, Aug. 11, 2012
I may not always agree with this social media buddy but this advice is SOLID . . .

Politicians in the Kansas City region are praising or condemning the Paul Ryan pick, according to their political affiliation.

Missouri Democratic incumbent senator Claire McCaskill tweeted, ““the part of the Ryan-Akin budget I hate the most? Cutting Medicare then giving those cuts to the mega-wealthy. Wrong”

McCaskill now refers to the House Republican budget plan, which calls for deep cuts in federal spending and debt reduction, as “The Ryan-Akin budget”.

Her November opponent, Congressman Todd Akin has served with Ryan in the House since 2001. He was on twitter, too.

“It’s time for Mitt Romney and Paul Ryan to replace Obama and Biden! We need to get America back on track”

Another prominent Missouri Republican, strategist Rich Chrismer called Ryan “Best of Gen X” in a tweet.“Could not be more excited about @PaulRyanVP. Conservative.Intellectual. Midwest work ethic. Faithful Catholic.

Chrismer is also very close to former Missouri Senator Jim talent is a top advisor now to the Romney campaign.

Missouri GOP Executive Director Lloyd Smith notes by picking Ryan as his running mate, mitt Romney may be trying to change the narrative of the Republican campaign theme.

“The Romney-Ryan vision for a more prosperous and free America will present a clear contrast to the reckless, big government record of the Obama Administration,” Smith said in a news release.

Kansas senator Jerry Moran knows Ryan from Moran’s long career in the House. He called him a “great choice.”

His ideas and budget experience are key to protecting the American dream”, tweeted Moran.

The Republican National Committee calls Romney and Ryan, “America’s Comeback Team”.

Western Missouri Congresswoman Vicky Hartzler said Ryan is “one of the brightest leaders in America with real solutions-as our next VP”

Her Democratic opponent, Cass County Prosecutor Teresa Hensley echoed a line of attack many Democrats are using Saturday.

“Governor Romney’s selection of Paul Ryan as his running mate has potentially put the architect of the plan to end Medicare as we know it a heartbeat away from the presidency”.

St. Louis area GOP Congressional candidate Ann Wagner has been an inside player in national Republican politics for some time. She sent out a tweet.

“Ryan shows a wilingness to make the tough decisions necessary to get our country back on stable financial footing”

Tony’s Kansas City

Saturday, August 11, 2012

TKC BREAKING AND EXCLUSIVE NEWS!!! KANSAS CITY POWER PLAYER PROVIDES SEN. CLAIRE WITH A WINNING STRATEGY!!! 

A great many power players in Kansas City like the TKC FACEBOOK FAN PAGE . . . And now I'm starting to send out some personal friend requests . . . So if you have a chance . . . BE MY FRIEND!!!

Accordingly and from a friend . . .

CHECK OUT SOME GREAT ADVICE TO SEN. CLAIRE McCASKILL FOR HER UPCOMING REELECTION CHALLENGE!!!

I may not always agree with this social media buddy but this advice is SOLID . . .

"Claire McCaskill is coming to KC today for some fundraising. Here is a message for her, in case you run into her. Claire, you cannot be re-elected in Missouri in 2012 as a "centrist", whatever that is. If you don't believe me, ask Robin Carnahan. You can be re-elected if you run a full-throated populist campaign, as did Truman in 1948. The system/our nation is rigged to benefit the wealthy (lawful tax avoidance and Romney's tax returns being only the latest example). Having the system rigged to favor the very rich is now not enough. Republicans are now coming after what little remains for the shrinking middle class and exploding numbers of the poor: Social Security, Medicare, Medicaid, earn tax credits, food stamps, Pell grants, the list is long. And choosing Ryan to run as his VP is perfect, Claire. Romney runs for protecting what the wealthy have already gotten, and Ryan runs to raid what's left of the middle class. Go get 'em, Claire. We're counting on you. Oh, sorry, but that kind of means throwing Amren, the big banks and investment houses, the coal producers and many of your other big givers under the populist bus. Are you up to it?"

Unfortunately . . . A great many Kansas City Democrats believe that drawing a fight against Congressman Todd Akin already guarantees a win . . . More informed political watchers realize that GOP backlash this election season is formidable and smart politicos are getting prepared.

Tony’s Kansas City

Saturday, August 11, 2012

TKC BREAKING NEWS!!! KANSAS CITY ANTI-NUKE ADVOCATES DEMAND TO MEET WITH SEN. CLAIRE McCASKILL!!! 

In Kansas City, Missouri anti-nuke advocates have been increasing their profile and stepping up their game over the past few years.

They LOUDLY objected to a recent nuke component manufacturing plant and even attempted to come up with some alternative uses for the site. 

Recently, an effort/ordinance to that would have required Kansas City to reject biz from the nuke industry was scuttled by the City Council.

And let's not forget all of the protests against nuke component makers in the KCMO area.

To wit . . .

KANSAS CITY ANTI-NUKE ADVOCATES ARE AN EXCEEDINGLY VOCAL CONSTITUENCY AND NOW THEY WANT TO MEET WITH SENATOR CLAIRE McCASKILL DURING HER REELECTION BID!!! 

Check the text of a recent e-mail blast sent out to Kansas City media this morning . . .

"Senator Claire McCaskill of Missouri - Talk to your constituents"

"Thousands of Nuclear Weapons Workers, are politely asking the candidates for Senate/House of Representatives , in the United States Congress, that are serving the Districts housing Nuclear Weapons Complexes, to address the distress of their constituents. The Nuclear Weapons industry LINES THEIR POCKET WITH GREAT POLITICAL DONATIONS for influence, WHICH SUSTAIN THE industry, and contaminates their districts, kills their citizens (VOTERS)...And the candidate DUCKS AND DODGES the issues, to GIVE US THE CIVIL CURIOSITY OF FACE TO FACE DIALOG."

Like it or not, these old school hippies are now boomers with a great deal of time and influence that aren't as politically isolated as some might want to think.

Furthermore, one of the scariest prospects facing Prez Obama and his supporters like Sen. Claire is that Democrats will not be energized enough to come out in November. 

Already in Kansas City the low primary turnout showed us that most registered voters in this cowtown just don't care enough about our Democracy to participate. So, the highly motivated and active KC anti-nuke crowd calling Sen. Claire out on this issue is an exceptionally important move by some of the Senator's most liberal constituents. 

Letters to the editor, August 11
Patients are the losers in failed tort reform

The editorial "Trial by job creator" (Aug. 2) made it sound as if a recent Missouri Supreme Court ruling striking medical malpractice caps was a victory for health care in Missouri. The opposite is true. This decision will make it more difficult for Missourians to find physicians willing to perform high-risk procedures. As before the caps were established in 2005, physicians will move to other states where caps are in place. Other physicians simply will leave practice early or retire.

Malpractice premiums have gone down substantially since the 2005 cap was established. They undoubtedly will go back up.

According to Tom McNeil of MSMA Insurance Agency, one of the largest brokerages in the state, premiums have dropped about 30 percent since the 2005 caps.

With the 2005 caps in place, insurers only had to set aside reserves to cover the $350,000 in noneconomic damages. Now reserves must be set aside to cover the maximum loss allowed under policies, in most cases, $1 million. To build the necessary cash, insurers will have to raise premiums.

James Bowlin, CEO of Keystone Mutual, a carrier of malpractice insurance in Missouri, said, "Without the noneconomic damage cap, we can expect more claims and higher rates for Missouri physicians. The big unknown is the out-of-state stock companies with no commitment to Missouri. A few have recently been pushed on Missouri physicians as 'the next cheap thing' and they may leave — which means more upward pressure on rates."

The number of lawsuits filed in Missouri since the 2005 caps has decreased by about 25 percent. However, there is little doubt that this trend will reverse itself now, driving the costs up for insurers and physicians. Attorneys will find a greater incentive in lawsuits with a larger potential payday and show more willingness to file suits.

Missouri citizens should be concerned by these rates because they will make it increasingly difficult for potential patients to find physicians. Some physicians will leave the state, retire early or just leave the profession, as their costs of practice continue to increase while they have no recourse. Restricted by what they are paid by the insurers and the hospitals, they cannot increase their prices and pass these costs along. Already challenged by reduced payments by Medicare, Medicaid and private insurers, the high costs of converting to expensive electronic medical records and routine inflation, physicians and their patients will be the long-term losers.

Tom Watters • St. Louis County
Executive Vice President, St. Louis Metropolitan Medical Society
Nation needs diverse energy sources

As we move closer to the 2012 presidential election, the candidates will face increasing scrutiny over their energy policies. It is wise to make energy policy a focal point of this election because sustainable, affordable and consistent domestic energy is the key to our economic future and national security.

President Barack Obama has talked about the need to deploy American assets and innovation to develop more domestic energy, but his track record doesn't reflect that. The Interior Department is averaging only three new drilling permits per month in the Gulf in the past two years, down from seven per month before the Deepwater Horizon spill. We must speed up the issuance of permits. Domestic oil production is up, but that won't last long if companies in the Gulf can't drill new wells.

We need to tap more than just offshore wells to meet our oil needs. The Keystone XL pipeline could pump more than a million barrels of crude oil from Canada through the United States every day. Last November, the president delayed approval of the pipeline and the creation of thousands of U.S. jobs.

Diversity is paramount for true energy independence. In addition to domestic oil, we must rely on clean sources of energy. Natural gas prices have fallen in recent years, and new domestic shale deposits of natural gas are ready to be discovered. The U.S. Geological Survey says the largest potentially undiscovered shale gas reserve exists along the Appalachian Mountains. According to the USGS, some 88,000 billion cubic feet of shale natural gas are waiting to be found. Nuclear power is underappreciated and underutilized. Many have written off nuclear in light of low natural gas prices, but we must avoid the lure of relying too heavily on any one energy source. We've paid the price for that mistake before.

We need diverse energy sources. The more we have, the better off we'll be. We must meet our future energy demands using science-based policy rather than politics. When science and technology win, consumers win because costs stay under control.

The person who occupies the White House can ensure that all Americans are winners by making the right energy choices. The resources and means to meet this country's high energy demands while creating much-needed jobs are at our fingertips. Let's not waste this opportunity to do what's best for America and its people.

Rusty Kahrs • Sedalia, Mo.

Chair, Missouri Energy Forum
Better safe than sorry with whooping cough

Before starting back to school in the coming weeks, the Illinois State Medical Society is urging parents to have their children immunized for pertussis, commonly called "whooping cough."

Large increases in whooping cough cases are being reported, and a new state law requires all sixth- and ninth-graders to show proof that they have been immunized.

Students are required to document that they have received or are getting a "Tdap" vaccine, which is an immunization against tetanus, diphtheria and pertussis. Students in those grade levels who do not receive the vaccine must have a medical or religious exemption on file with the school they attend.

People who are eligible to receive the vaccine (including adults) also should talk to their doctors about getting vaccinated. Infants, the most vulnerable to complications from pertussis, are too young to receive the vaccine. That's why it is important for the children and adults around them to be vaccinated.

August is National Immunization Awareness Month. It is a good time for parents to check that their children's immunization records are up to date. It's better to be safe than sorry.

Dr. William N. Werner • Chicago

President, Illinois State Medical Society
Gun control arguments must be based on fact

In her guest commentary "This cannot be the end of the discussion" (Aug. 2), state Rep. Stacey Newman, D-St. Louis, joins a long line of gun control advocates who spout statistics about a topic on which they know nothing.

Ms. Newman starts the parade of ignorance with the statement that the AR-15 assault rifle (no definition provided) used by alleged Aurora, Colo., shooter James Holmes is capable of firing 800 rounds per minute. Ms. Newman clearly is confusing the AR-15 — a semi-automatic weapon — with the select-fire M-16. The M-16 can be set to fully automatic mode, which means the weapon will sequentially fire each round in the magazine until empty as long as the trigger is held down, assuming the weapon does not jam. Fully automatic weapons may be purchased only by individuals who hold a federal firearms license, and that requires a much more in-depth background check than one required to purchase an ordinary AR-15 like the weapon used in Aurora. A semi-automatic weapon fires only one round for every trigger pull.

Ms. Newman continues her display of ignorance — or perhaps a not-so-well hidden agenda — by using the Aurora shooting to call for the reinstatement of the assault weapon ban that expired in 2004. The fact is that the AR-15 experienced a malfunction that the shooter was apparently unable to clear. That could mean that the shooter wrought the vast majority of the carnage using a shotgun and a handgun. Unless Ms. Newman intends restrictions on those as well, how would an assault weapon ban have helped?

Finally, Ms. Newman suggests a law limiting the number of rounds per magazine to 10, forcing a shooter to "pause to reload." Again, when the Aurora shooter's AR-15 malfunctioned, he apparently continued his rampage with a shotgun and a handgun. How would smaller magazines have helped?

Gun control advocates often claim the moral and intellectual high ground in debates, as does Ms. Newman when she implies those who value "personal freedom" above the safety of children are really liars who care only for the profits of gun manufacturers. It would be nice if those like Ms. Newman who argue for more gun control really were as truthful and logical as she thinks she is.

Mark Sletten • St. Louis
Caterwauling about contraception

Catholic bishops' caterwauling over the Department of Health and Human Services' rule on employee benefits is just more of the same anti-Obama shark hunting on the Mississippi that the bishops engaged in even before President Barack Obama was sworn in. Then, because of the Freedom of Choice Act, "religious freedom" and "freedom of conscience" were threatened. The same far right-wing quasi-Catholics decried the Obama administration then as now. There was no such bill before Congress at the time, but we Catholics heard about it from the pulpits and pews and bishops.

Now, the bishops and their sycophants decry a "mandate" where no such thing exists. A rule says employer-provided health insurance must cover contraceptive services. Strictly religious institutions are exempt from the proposed rule. No mandate, law, rule or regulation exists or will exist that requires any Catholic employer to do anything against its conscience.

No mandate, law, rule or regulation requires health insurance coverage as an employment benefit.

If religious employers choose to opt out of providing health insurance, no problem. Even if the Affordable Care Act might fine the employer for doing so, the fines might be some $500 million to $1 billion less than the costs of any health insurance costs now paid by Catholic and religious employers (as religious non-profits, they may be exempt). Opt out, save the money, pay the fine as a matter of civil disobedience.

If Catholic or religious employers wish to remain competitive and allow employees to have health insurance, there is nothing to prevent Catholic or religious employers from making direct, tax-equalized cash payments to employees for them to make such individual health insurance purchases (or not, as is allowed under the ACA, and pay a fine) as their own individual consciences may dictate without any reference to their employer. Fines to individuals max out at some $380 dollars per year and are thereafter indexed to inflation.

So the problem here is really another round of neo-conservative Catholic bishops hunting sharks where there are none, as with FOCA.

As a practicing Catholic, I am disgusted and offended. If the bishops put the amount of effort into resolving the clergy abuse crisis in America and abroad that they have expended upon false controversies and anti-Obama rhetoric, the Catholic Church and its members would be a far more faithful expression of the gospels of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Timothy E. Hogan • Des Peres
Letters to the editor, August 12 

Legislature should enact precription monitoring program

In Kansas, a person posing as a patient saw 30 physicians and visited 16 pharmacies in just three months. This individual probably wasn't sick but looking for prescriptions to abuse or sell. This person was able to get 44 prescriptions for 1,457 pain pills, enough to last a legitimate chronic pain patient for 15 months

According to a recent Kansas Health Institute report, state officials were able to track this pattern with its Prescription Drug Monitoring Program, a database that lets doctors and pharmacists track prescription drug data and prevents drug abusers and traffickers from accessing prescription medications.

Unlike Kansas — and all other states — Missouri has no PDMP, a mechanism that has proven to be effective in fighting prescription drug abuse, a growing problem in Missouri and throughout the United States.

As the only state without a PDMP, we are hampered in addressing the issue and are allowing doctor shoppers to come into our state from surrounding areas. Given the consequences of abuse, including addiction, overdose and death, the creation of a Missouri PDMP would help prescribers avoid doctor shoppers, facilitate the treatment for the addicted and reduce illegitimate access to prescription medications.

In Missouri's most recent legislative session, lawmakers fell just short of enacting a PDMP. Opponents cite privacy issues, but PDMP data are treated as private health information and only track a limited range of controlled substances. Mallinckrodt calls for prompt passage of a PDMP early in the next session.

State and local authorities, providers, non-profit organizations and companies like ours need to work together to generate public awareness of the dangers of pain medication abuse and implement programs aimed at reducing prescription drug abuse. We can make substantial progress toward this goal if every state, including Missouri, has a Prescription Drug Monitoring Program.

Mark Trudeau • Hazelwood

President, Mallinckrodt Inc.

Spinning the spin

If the intent of "Seeing through the spin" (Aug. 5) was to provide facts so readers could see through the spin, it fell short. A reporter can help readers understand the economic numbers most frequently discussed by our public servants: gross domestic product, job growth, stock market behavior and overseas markets.

The GDP can double, but if wages are stagnant, working-class and middle-income people will not reap any economic benefit from that growth (nor will cities or states), even if workers' contributions are directly linked to that rise in productivity. Plus, most economists agree that job numbers as we currently track them are not an accurate measure of the fiscal health of America's workers. If wages aren't keeping up with inflation, job numbers aren't helpful to see through the spin.

What's happening in Europe and China does affect our economy. Presidents George H.W. Bush and Bill Clinton led major trade policy reforms that opened the flood gates for cheap goods from Asia that have replaced American-made goods here. And lax regulation of American financial institutions (overseen by presidents in both parties) fostered massive fraud and illegal activity that has reached all over the globe.

We're not in a mysterious slump. The economy is lousy for most Americans because of widespread criminal and unethical behavior by large financial institutions. There is something policymakers can do.

We need an assessment of the policy approaches of the two parties on wage growth and employment growth, foreign trade and investments and regulating fraudulent behavior by financial institutions followed with a rigorously researched assessment of whether those polices have a shot at actually delivering each party's stated desired results. That would be helpful.

Margaret Eaton • Webster Groves

No need to wait

Regarding "Akin vs. McCaskill" (Aug. 9): We do not have to wait to see whom the Post-Dispatch will endorse in the November Senate race.

The editorial said Missourians either will be in favor of helping more poor, middle class and elderly Missourians gain access to the health insurance they need, aka Obamacare, or will they side with Mr. Akin and cheer when those folks are left to die.

It also said that either we will expect our federal government to be part of the solution to improving our schools, as U.S. Sen. Claire McCaskill, D-Mo., believes, or we will vote to get rid of entire federal departments, as U.S. Rep. Todd Akin, R-Wildwood, the Republican nominee for Senate, believes.

The federal government keeps throwing money into an educational 'sink hole," with no improvement in more than 50 years. How stupid does the editorial board think we are?

If I am correct, two years ago, more than 70 percent of Missouri voters voted against "Obamacare." The editorial also talked about Mr. Akin's religious beliefs. Again, if I am correct, last Tuesday, Missouri approved a "prayer" amendment with 83 percent of voters supporting it.

I don't know if Mr. Akin owns a plane, but if he does, I'm sure his taxes would be up to date and in order.

I am a poor, elderly Missourian who will support Mr. Akin in November.

Dale Carroll • Imperial

Nothing praiseworthy

The Catholic Church expects faithfulness from its religious sisters. Unfortunately, some view this expectation as an insult. They should not.

Every woman in the United States who decides to become a Catholic sister makes a vow, of her own free choosing, to remain faithful to the Catholic Church and its teachings. This vow is like a wedding vow. When two people marry, they freely promise faithfulness to one another, and once married, they expect faithfulness. For spouses to expect faithfulness from one another is not insulting or unreasonable. The same is true of the church's expectation of its sisters. All Catholic sisters have promised faithfulness to the church, and the church, like a good spouse, merely expects that the promise will be fulfilled.

Those religious sisters who reject Catholic teaching should remember that they are breaking a solemn promise, and there is nothing praiseworthy about broken promises.

William Hannegan • St. Louis

If it weren't painful, it'd be funny

I was doubled-over with laughter as I read Kevin Horrigan's description of how the U.S. version of Britain's Olympics Opening Ceremony honoring its National Health Service would look if it were done at the Republican National Convention in Florida ("And the crowd goes wild!" Aug. 5). How remarkably true were his references to today's health care debacle, and if one couldn't cry at the painful state of affairs, all he could do is laugh.

Whether planned or not, how perfectly appropriate that on the very next page were — the obituaries! What a gem. Right on, Mr. Horrigan!

Bruce West • Antonia, Mo.

Prize-worthy

Regarding Kevin Horrigan's "And the crowd goes wild!" (Aug. 5): I hereby nominate Mr. Horrigan for a Pulitzer Prize and an Olympic gold medal. He nailed it!

Gordon Brown • Maryland Heights

Work ethic and texting shorthand

Regarding "Employers find skills shortage" (Aug. 9): Why communication, work ethic and critical thinking are talents employers find lacking is answered just four pages later with "All thumbs in texting championship" (Aug. 9).

Texting is considered communication. Work ethic is texting only every other minute while on the job. Critical thinking is using text shorthand to make a useless point.

Jim Beatty • O'Fallon, Ill.

Editorial: Dirty money loses in primary election; time to outlaw it 

August 12, 2012 12:15 am  •  By the Editorial Board4Loading…Related Stories

Dirty money lost big.

That's the lesson from last Tuesday's primary election that should sink in with the victors.

Leading up to the election, there were a couple of egregiously unethical examples of money laundering in an attempt to buy favor with voters. In both cases, donors too cowardly to connect their money to their political views formed nonprofit organizations and put hundreds of thousands of dollars into their accounts. In turn, those nonprofits gave the dirty money to political action committees that then spent the cash on rolling-in-the-mud negative advertising prior to last Tuesday's race.

One scheme, involving the nonprofit Better Government for Missouri and the political action committee Missourians for Conservative Values, was entirely concocted to help Sen. Brad Lager, R-Savannah, in his race for lieutenant governor.

Mr. Lager lost.

The other money shifters — Missourians for Low Energy Costs and Missourians Against Higher Utility Rates — played their secretive game in three state senate races. Those groups spent their dirty money on Republicans Scott Largent ($167,000) and Ward Franz ($113,000), and Democrat Jeanette Mott-Oxford ($63,000).

All three lost.

Voters won.

In each of these cases, unless the nonprofit that received the money eventually discloses its donors, voters will never know for sure who spent the money to try to influence their votes.

That's undemocratic, and it also probably violates the Missouri law that says it is illegal to try to hide the source of campaign spending. That law, however, is weak and unenforceable without additional ethics and transparency requirements that Missouri lawmakers have refused to put into law, leaving the state with the weakest ethics and campaign finance laws in the country.

Good for Republican primary voters for seeing through the illicit attempts to buy their votes.

There were other good examples of big money failures in Tuesday's election, too.

Mr. Lager was funded primarily by the Big Three of Missouri Republican funders these days: the Humpreys family of Joplin, Rex Sinquefield of St. Louis and the Herzog family of St. Joseph. Those three deep-pocketed donors — who regularly write six-figure checks to overwhelm the competition — almost completely funded Mr. Lager's campaign.

Republican voters found that as distasteful as we did.

Mr. Sinquefield also played in the state Senate races, laundering about $170,000 to Rep. Mike McGhee, R-Odessa, through the Missouri Club for Growth PAC. Mr. McGhee lost, too.

Then there was Sarah Steelman, the Republican who got the bulk of her support through a super PAC set up to support her race for U.S. Senate. Who donated there? You've read the names before: Mr. Sinquefield and the Herzogs. Soon-to-be-ex-Speaker of the House Steve Tilley, R-Perryville, directed money to that PAC from his state leadership PAC. Columbia über-developer Jeffrey Smith, one of the kings of shell-game campaign finance, parked some cash there, too.

Even with the help of former Alaska Gov. Sarah Palin, a Tea Party favorite, Ms. Steelman finished last in her race.

Coming in second was St. Louis businessman John Brunner, who spent $7.5 million of his own money to win. At least Mr. Brunner didn't try to hide behind hidden layers.

Voters have had enough of this big money and obfuscation. That message came through loud and clear on Tuesday. The Republicans who vanquished the dirty money of big donors need to do something about it. Go to Jefferson City and finish the job started by a bipartisan coalition in 2010. Pass serious ethics reform. We would reimpose an updated version of the campaign finance limits that Missouri voters passed in 1994. But even short of that, surely the next Legislature can react to the injustice of dirty money by passing laws requiring true transparency. It can be done. It must be done.

Voters deserve to know who is trying to buy their votes. Those voters gave lawmakers a mandate on Tuesday to fix the problem.

Get it done.
Right to Pray 

Posted: Saturday, August 11, 2012 5:00 pm | St. Louis Post-Dispatch 

It didn’t take long for the American Civil Liberties Union to challenge the “right to pray” amendment which voters overwhelmingly approved Tuesday.

Less than 24 hours after Missouri voters approved the state constitutional amendment (Amendment 2) the ACLU filed a class action lawsuit to strike it down.

The ACLU alleges that a provision in the amendment that limits the religious rights of prison inmates to existing federal law is unconstitutional because it treats them differently than others.

The action is expected to be the first of many legal challenges to the amendment which was approved by almost 83 percent of the voters casting ballots. It is set to take effect in September. The challenges are expected to go on for years.

The new amendment adds additional protections for religious freedom to the Missouri Constitution. It protects voluntary prayer in schools and allows students to avoid assignments that violate their religious beliefs. It also requires public schools to display a copy of the U.S. Constitution and the Bill of Rights.

In addition to protecting voluntary prayer in school, the amendment guarantees the right to pray in public places including on government property so long as the prayer does not disturb the peace. It also sanctions the right of legislative bodies to sponsor prayers and invocations.

Some of these “new” protections are really reaffirmations of existing federal law. But they are of particular interest to Franklin County officials who are embroiled in their own lawsuit with the ACLU which is challenging the constitutionality of the way it has led and sponsored prayers before commission meetings.

Specifically, the ACLU contends that the prayers are not sectarian in nature because they have had the effect of promoting or endorsing Christianity over other religions.

In response to those concerns, the commission enacted a new prayer policy for its meetings that allows members of the public to offer a prayer before each meeting. The first prayer under the new policy was offered this week and included references to Christianity.

Don’t be surprised if the commission’s new prayer policy serves as the basis for another lawsuit by the ACLU challenging the provisions of Amendment 2. The county unwittingly has become the test case for the constitutionality of prayer before public meetings.

Some may cheer this fact but it certainly is a distraction, costly, to running county government.

Our View: You don’t need to go negative to turn a positive election result

Posted August 10. 2012 3:41PM 

They’re everywhere. You can’t avoid them. They all start the same way, with ominous music, a grainy, black-and-white photograph of a candidate, and then headline clips and other statements portraying a person for a political office as something less than human.

They’re negative ads. Most candidates, a majority of them, we’d argue, resort to them during campaigns. Political Action Committees share as much of the blame for these in-your-face ads as anyone. The public complains about them, says it doesn’t like them, but at the same time candidates have come to believe in the tactics. They rely upon them. They credit the ads for their success.

We will not in this space to offer an endorsement of Rep. Todd Akin or Sen. Claire McCaskill in their bids for a seat in the United States Senate. We feel it is our duty to supply the public with accurate and unbiased reporting on all the candidates and their positions in an effort to allow the electorate to make an informed decision. 

What we will do, however, is applaud Mr. Akin for running a clean campaign in the Republican primary, and hope other candidates across the nation take notice. While John Brunner and Sarah Steelman resorted to negative tactics in their efforts to clinch the GOP nomination, Mr. Akin refrained. 

This isn’t to say you can’t or should not be tough on your opponents in high-stakes elections, but there are honest ways to go about doing it. Intentionally misleading the public and smearing your opponent are methods that should be beneath a standard we demand our candidates meet. 

We hope not for mud-slinging this fall, but inspired debate. It turns out, you can win that way.

Letters to the editor, August 13 
Schools now can't punish students who refuse to participate in class

The prayer amendment should have been named the Free Hall Pass Amendment. The reading of the statute allows any student to opt out of any school subject because of a religious objection without consequence. "Religious" is not defined. While evolution and sex ed probably were on the minds of those who drafted this amendment, in reality, the Missouri Constitution now allows the old joke "it's against my religion, teacher" to become an unfettered right in Missouri.

Run a lap in gym class? It's against my religion. Divide fractions? It's against my religion. Study the American revolution? It's against my religion. Study any subject when I should be engaged in prayer at this particular time? It's against my religion.

The schools just lost their ability to take action on non-participants. Moreover, the law does nothing to stop a student from choosing his curriculum like a buffet. He can participate in the easy parts, opt out of the hard and there are zero consequences because the geniuses in Jefferson City didn't think this through.

Now we await the unintended consequences.

Richard R. Lozano • Clayton

An American theocracy?

Many Americans take our democracy for granted. They don't vote. Missouri is a prime example.

On Aug. 7, only 23 percent of Missouri's 4.1 million registered voters cast a vote, according to the secretary of state. Such low voter turnout is destructive to our fragile democracy because it allows maniacal fringe groups to impose their extreme beliefs on others — those who constitute the majority but don't vote. Missouri's religious right is a good example.

ast week, constitutional Amendment 2 was voted into law, garnering more than 80 percent of votes cast. That's 80 percent of the 23 percent voter turnout, which means that about 750,000 religious radical, issue-energized Missourians (about 18 percent of registered voters) were able to impose their extreme religious beliefs on the more than four million Missourians who are registered to vote, 77 percent of whom didn't vote, and all other Missouri residents as well.

Amendment 2 has been overshadowed by the primary victory of Republican Rep. Todd Akin of Wildwood. In November he will challenge incumbent Sen. Claire McCaskill, a Democrat. Akin Republicans and others in America's religious-right envision an American theocracy. And they're working diligently to achieve that common goal. Their efforts are enshrined in their constitutional amendment victory in Missouri, which will embolden them.

Secular democracy won't be a ballot choice in the November election, but those elected will determine America's future: secular democracy or theocracy.

Michael K. Broughton • Green Park

Rock solid

The Associated Press story "Social Security is not the deal it once was" (Aug. 6) completely ignores the retirement reality. When IRAs and retirement accounts lost a huge percent of their value in the recession, Social Security never missed a payment. When public pension funds are seriously underfunded and at risk of disappearing, Social Security will remain solvent for more than two decades — and that's if we do nothing to strengthen a program on which more than 50 million people rely.

Social Security has not added one penny to the nation's debt. It is a separate insurance fund that, before federal law was changed, actually was used as a source for presidents to borrow money for other purposes.

At this moment of retirement uncertainty, Social Security is the only retirement program that has been rock solid for nearly seven generations, and we need to make sure it is strong and solvent for generations to come.

Privatizing Social Security is a mistake. The recession taught us that betting your retirement on the stock market can be a loser that leaves seniors stranded.

But we can and must make Social Security stronger. We can raise Social Security-eligible wages back to 1984 levels, buying us a decade of solvency. We should phase in, over decades, gradual increases in the retirement age to reflect the reality that we are living and working longer. For example, the Bowles-Simpson commission proposed adding one year over the next 40 years. That way our kids and grandkids will have the same retirement insurance we have. And we can increase Social Security payments for seniors living below the poverty line.

The AP story paints a negative image of the most popular and successful federal program in history. Americans who have counted on Social Security for almost 80 years know better.

U.S. Sen. Dick Durbin • D-Ill.

Election issue is individual freedom

The Post-Dispatch editorial board is correct in stating that Missourians will be offered a stark choice in U.S. Senate race ("Akin vs. McCaskill," Aug 9). It was good to see the paper endorse U.S. Rep. Todd Akin, R-Wildwood, in the Republican primary for Senate. From the tone of the editorial, I'm sure the Post-Dispatch will endorse U.S. Sen. Claire McCaskill, D-Mo., in November. After all, the Post-Dispatch hasn't seen a liberal Democrat it didn't like.

It is good that the editorial recognizes that Mr. Akin is honest and refreshing. He will not play the usual political strategy game of attacking his opponent; rather, he will concentrate on highlighting differences in policy and approach to solving our problems. If there are negative ads on his behalf, they will come from outside groups over which he has no control.

But the fundamental issue between the two camps is not exactly what the editorial portrays. It makes flawed assumptions about Mr. Akin's approach to the issues, such as the comments regarding health care.

In essence, this election, as well as the one for president, really comes down to individual freedom with limited government and personal responsibility as envisioned by our Founders versus a statist philosophy in which the state (our government) is the answer to all our problems and therefore must continue to grow.

Marvin L. Raymond • Wildwood

Arrogant statement

U.S. Rep. Todd Akin, R-Wildwood, said upon winning the Republican nomination for Senate, "I want to give thanks to God our creator who has blessed this campaign, heard your prayers and answered them with victory." I don't think I've heard anything quiet so conceited, so arrogant, so blasphemous as Mr. Akin's victory statement.

W.E. Mueller • Chesterfield

In the public square

In the editorial "Akin vs. McCaskill" (Aug. 9), the Post-Dispatch said that many "despise" U.S. Rep. Todd Akin's religious views when aired in the public square because of "our nation's Constitutional protections for all, be they godly or not."

I, for one, am pleased to know the philosophical and religious views that a candidate might hold. And, yes, bring those views to the public square. There is no violation of the Bill of Rights when candidates speak out about their Christian views, or any other views for that matter.

Let the voters then decide apart from the ridicule and contrived constitutional violations that the Post-Dispatch heaps upon candidates who might share their personal convictions publicly.

Ed Miner • Godfrey

Something special

Is it me, or have the amazing black female athletes made the 2012 Olympics very special? I was humbled by Dawn Harper and Kellie Wells displaying their patriotism during their post-win interviews before their comments about themselves and their struggles. The first thing Tina Charles, the outstanding woman's basketball player, said after the team's well-fought victory over Australia, was that she had wanted to represent the United States well, of course.

I will consider Ms. Harper a gold medal winner no matter what the tape said. The article on her road to success, "In the groove" (Aug. 7) was nice.

Deena L. Dailey • Troy, Ill.

