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Election Q&A: Missouri House District 22: Brandon Ellington
Independence, MO — 

Brandon Ellington of Kansas City is a Democratic candidate for the 22nd District. He was first elected to the Missouri House in a special election in November 2011, to represent District 41.

Ellington, 31, is a 1999 graduate of Paseo High School in Kansas City. He also attended Metropolitan Community College-Penn Valley and the University of Missouri-Kansas City.

He is the co-founder of Voices of the People and serves as president of I Am My Brother’s Keeper. He is a board member of Oak Park Neighborhood Association and a member of Consolidated Social Service Works and G.Y.R.L. (Giving Yourself Real Love). He served on the following Missouri House committees: Appropriations – Public Safety and Corrections; Crime Prevention and Public Safety; Downsizing State Government; and Special Standing Committee on Governmental Affairs.

Why are you running for office in the 22nd District?
I’m running for re-election in the 22nd District because the residents of the newly created 22nd District deserve a representative that’s going to fight for them and that is going to be accessible.

What do you think are the top three key issues in your district?
Economic development, quality educational institutions and crime prevention.

How do you anticipate balancing two communities with different interests – eastern Kansas City and western Independence – in the state legislature?
When I talk to residents in Kansas City and in Independence, I find more similarities than differences. The perception is that the communities are vastly different. However, the reality is when you look at the social and economic conditions, there’s more similarities than differences, so, I plan on crafting bills that have universal appeals.

What do you think the state can do to spur economic development in the 22nd District?
We have to create a climate in which small business can thrive, as well as seriously address the root causes of the social issues that produce violent crime. Part of the 22nd District is known for violent crimes. If we are to have a positive, safe, productive district, we have to focus on our educational institutions, as well as our infrastructure to attract companies and natural investors to the district.
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GOP gubernatorial candidate Randles makes Cape Girardeau campaign stop

Sunday, August 5, 2012
By Erin Ragan ~ Southeast Missourian

Republican gubernatorial candidate Bill Randles made Cape Girardeau one of his final campaign stops Friday as Tuesday's primary draws close.

While speaking to a gathering of candidates for local offices and supporters at a monthly meeting of the Cape Girardeau County Republican Women at Dexter Bar-B-Que, Randles was candid about his plans for the governorship should he best St. Louis businessman Dave Spence, seen by many as the GOP front-runner, and go on to win November's general election.

Randles supports making Missouri a right-to-work state and claimed he could accomplish that through work with the General Assembly in one session. Randles also cited a need for comprehensive regulatory reform and said the freedoms and rights of Americans and the economy are becoming "paralyzed by rules." 

Randles said if elected he "will be the most sued governor in Missouri history" for the fight he will give to the federal government over various regulations which he said restrict freedom and hurt the economy. 

A former pastor, attorney and businessman who now lives in Kansas City, Randles grew up in northwest Arkansas, graduated from Harvard Law School and said he is one of the few true conservatives to attend the school and have "escaped from behind enemy lines."

His wife Bev is on the board of directors for the Missouri Club for Growth, a conservative political action committee, and is originally from Sikeston, Mo. 

Following his presentation, Randles spoke briefly about what he sees as important political issues in Southeast Missouri by tying them to his overall platform message of restoring freedom to the people. 

Randles said his main objective as a governor would be to "get the state government back in its proper role." 

"We have to put our own house in order with right to work, regulatory reform, judicial reform and tax reform," he said. "We are suffering [in Southeast Missouri] not because we don't have great workers, and great resources. We have all that. It's just that government is crushing the ability of the folks to use their land, run their businesses and conduct their own affairs." 

A self-described "let people make their own decisions kind of guy," Randles applied that view to reforms he said are needed in the state's education system. He told Friday's attendees he supports giving out vouchers to parents so their child can attend the school of their choice and said Missouri should stop complying with federal education laws. 

He attacked Gov. Jay Nixon several times during his presentation, but never brought up Spence, who he has strongly criticized during public appearances in recent months. 

Randles called Nixon's performance in improving the state's economy the worst of any governor in the nation and claimed Nixon has supported government intrusion. 

Missouri Democratic Party spokesman Isaac Wright responded to Randles' statements on Nixon Friday.

"These attacks are silly and far-fetched, but folks tend to say crazy things right before an election," he said. "Missourians know that Governor Nixon has balanced the budget every year without a single tax increase, protecting our perfect AAA credit rating and bringing our unemployment rate well below the national average." 

A recent poll conducted by Mason-Dixon Polling & Research for the St. Louis Post-Dispatch and KMOV-TV showed Nixon had a 9-point lead over Spence. Forty-one percent of Republicans in that poll favored Spence as the GOP candidate while 15 percent chose Randles. The Post-Dispatch endorsed Randles on Tuesday. The newspaper's editorial board wrote Randles "has the courage of his convictions and outlines his clear positions on issues."

Craig Arnzen, a spokesman for the Spence campaign who attended Randles' appearance, said Spence is the best choice for voters because he has dealt with other states, so he knows how their business processes work and can bring the best of those to Missouri.

"The real difference is the thing we need right now in Missouri is jobs, and when you look at who to elect, you look at the job creator," Arnzen said. "We haven't elected a businessman to be Missouri's governor since the '30s, and I think its time to try that again."

He referred to Randles as a "well-educated lawyer with a pretty speech."

John Weiler of Pevely and Fred Sauer of St. Louis are also running in Tuesday's Republican primary.

Senate confirms Sowers for post at Department of Veterans Affairs

In Backroom
By Jo Mannies, Beacon political reporter 

3:50 pm on Fri, 08.03.12

Tommy Sowers, an Army veteran from Rolla, Mo. who unsuccessfully ran for Congress in 2010, has been confirmed by the U.S. Senate to be Assistant Secretary for Public and Intergovernmental Affairs at the Department of Veterans Affairs.

Sowers’ confirmation vote came this week, almost two weeks after Sowers had appeared before the Senate Veteran Affairs Committee.

Sowers, 36, had been nominated for the post last May by President Barack Obama, and was recommended for the job by U.S. Sen. Claire McCaskill, D-Mo., who formally announced his confirmation Friday.

In her remarks to the Veteran Affairs Committee, McCaskill had said, “The VA needs someone in the highest level that understands today’s veteran and that’s Tommy. I can’t recommend him to this committee, the United States Senate, or the American people more highly.”

Sowers said in a brief Tweet on Thursday: “I'm honored, ready to serve my fellow #veterans again.”

Sowers, a two-time recipient of the military’s Bronze Star, had served in both Kosovo and Iraq, part of that time as a member of the Army’s special forces. He has taught at the United States Military Academy at West Point, and recently completed his PhD.

In 2010, he attracted a lot of Democratic attention with his aggressive fundraising as he challenged U.S. Rep. JoAnn Emerson, R-Cape Girardeau. Sowers lost, but he gained some Democratic allies in the process.

Missouri lawmakers keep reeling in gifts from lobbyists 

August 04, 2012 12:15 am • By Virginia Young • vyoung@post-dispatch.com > 573-635-6178
JEFFERSON CITY • Missouri state Rep. Vicki Schneider, R-O'Fallon, scored $600 worth of free tickets to the Red Hot Chili Peppers concert on May 25 at St. Louis' Scottrade Center, courtesy of AmerenUE.
The St. Louis-based electric utility "didn't have anybody to take the tickets," Schneider said Friday. She said she accepted four tickets but used only one — for herself — when she couldn't find anyone to go with her.

Used or not, the rock concert tickets were the largest single gift to an individual state legislator in May and June, according to reports filed by lobbyists with the Missouri Ethics Commission.

Overall, lobbyists spent $111,098 on legislators and their staff and family members during those two months. The June reports just became public on Wednesday.

In addition to concerts, lobbyists paid for Cardinals ball games, legislative barbecues, retirement dinners, catered lunches, snacks, liquor, hotel rooms and gifts.

Missouri doesn't limit how much lobbyists can spend on legislators. While some candidates are campaigning on getting rid of freebies, such efforts have fizzled for years.

"If you're asking — 'Do you see an end in sight to this way in Jefferson City?' — for right now I would say no," said Sen. Tim Green, D-Spanish Lake, who was feted at a lobbyist-financed retirement party in May.

"You've got fundraisers constantly going on, you've got meals in the Capitol being bought left and right. There've been attempts to do some type of ethics legislation that went nowhere," Green said.

For decades, the freebies have been woven into the fabric of the session, which runs each year from January through mid-May. Hearing rooms, legislators' offices and the Capitol Rotunda all regularly feature lavish spreads; other parties take place in nearby restaurants, offices and homes.

Group events in May included a $710 Cinco de Mayo party at lobbyist Brent Hemphill's office and $1,570 for "pie day" at the Capitol, financed by the Missouri Trucking Association.

Lobbyists with a stake in bills before committees often bought meals for those committees. For example, the Missouri Hospital Association picked up the $112 breakfast bill on May 1 for the House appropriations committee that shapes the Medicaid budget.

The day after the Legislature passed a bill revamping the state's charter school law, Tricia Workman, who helped draft the law on behalf of the Missouri Charter Public School Association, sprang for a $127 breakfast for the House Elementary and Secondary Education Committee.

Legislators never wanted for something to nibble on during the session.

The Missouri Insurance Coalition spent $582 in May to keep the offices of Republican House leaders — Speaker Steve Tilley, Majority Leader Tim Jones and Speaker Pro Tem Shane Schoeller — stocked with fruit and pastries.

On the Senate side, the Insurance Coalition bought $70 worth of cookies while lobbyist Jerry Burch paid $265 for coffee and scones and lobbyist Deanna Borland ponied up $112 for chai tea lattes. The Senate goodies were served in Sen. Kevin Engler's third-floor Capitol office — but that's just because it's centrally located, he said. Engler, R-Farmington, declines most gifts and reimburses lobbyists who pay his way to a ball game.

"I just don't want to owe anybody," Engler said. "It just gives the appearance of impropriety."

Others had no trouble using Cardinals tickets. At least 45 legislators got in free at Busch Stadium in May and June, receiving tickets worth $7,233. The biggest chunk was provided by Cardinals lobbyist John Bardgett, who hosted 26 legislators and some of their family members at the Pittsburgh Pirates game on June 29. On the Kansas City side, legislators took in Kansas City Royals games.

Meanwhile, the most avid concertgoer was House Minority Leader Mike Talboy, D-Kansas City, who got tickets to three concerts in May and June — all furnished by lobbyist Bill Gamble, who represents the city of Kansas City.

Including meals and gifts, lobbyists spent $3,017 on Talboy in those two months. Talboy is leaving the House in January to lobby for Burns & McDonnell, a consulting firm. In fact, he is already working both jobs, which is also allowed by Missouri law.

While few out-of-state trips show up on the latest reports, a health care group paid for House Budget Committee Chairman Ryan Silvey, R-Kansas City, and his wife, Angela, to attend the Indianapolis 500.

Bills for the hotel, food and tickets came to $456 for Silvey and a like amount for his wife. The tab was paid by the Missouri Primary Care Association, which lobbies Silvey's committee for money for community health centers.

End-of-session gifts in May were plentiful.

About 18 lobbyists chipped in $22.50 each to buy a golf club for retiring Sen. Green. Interest groups also shared the tab for a retirement barbecue for Green. It cost at least $2,568.

Senate aide Jamey Murphy got a bottle of vodka valued at $19.99 while his boss, Sen. Jim Lembke, R-Lemay, received $49.99 worth of wine, all courtesy of the Missouri State Chiropractors Association.

Lobbyists David Winton and Scott Penman gave "appreciation" gift bags to key legislative staff members, including Joe Lakin, an aide to House Speaker Steve Tilley, R-Perryville.

Lakin's present was valued at $53.84. But neither Winton nor Lakin could remember what it was.

"It wasn't a very good appreciation gift," quipped Lakin. "It's very possible it was delivered to the (speaker's) office upstairs and I never even got it."
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Missouri Supreme Court ruling mixed for local jobless man
August 04, 2012 12:15 am • BY STEVE GIEGERICH • sgiegerich@post-dispatch.com > 314-340-8172
A Dardenne Prairie man who challenged a claim that he owed the Missouri Division of Employment Security approximately $3,000 for overpaid unemployment benefits will not have to reimburse the state out of his own pockets.
The Missouri Supreme Court this week rejected the bulk of Ricky Arnaz Crawford's challenge to a system he claimed unjustly pursued him for the back payments. However, it did agree with his attorneys that the overpayment was not due to misrepresentation, thus preventing the state from recovering the money directly from Crawford.

Since the overpayment was not intentional, the state can only seek reimbursement against any unemployment benefits Crawford might claim in the future.

Arnaz and his attorneys mounted the challenge after the state claimed he wasn't entitled to unemployment benefits he collected while waiting for the Social Security Administration to ascertain that a mental disability rendered him unable to work.

Franklin County Officials Hope House Can Override Veto of Tax Law Change 

By Evin Fritschle, Missourian Staff Writer | Posted: Friday, August 3, 2012 5:00 pm 
Franklin County officials said this week they’re hoping state legislators will override a gubernatorial veto which would reinstate some sales tax revenue.

In January, the Missouri Supreme Court issued a ruling which said that local sales taxes could only be levied on motor vehicles sales occurring within the state.

The ruling was issued in the case of Craig A. Street v. The Department of Revenue.

John Griesheimer, a former state representative and senator and the current presiding commissioner of Franklin County, said that decision could cost the county anywhere from $500,000 to $1 million in tax revenue annually.

“We don’t know the exact amount, but at this point in the game, every hit is significant,” Griesheimer said.

Lawmakers earlier this year attempted to fix the issue — rewording the existing tax to be applicable to out-of-state purchases, and person-to-person sales.

The measure, House Bill 1329, was approved by the Legislature, but vetoed earlier this summer by Gov. Jay Nixon.

Griesheimer told other Franklin County officials during a working session Thursday that the bill could come back up in the House next month for a potential veto override.

Officeholders are being asked to go to the state capitol Sept. 12 to show their support.

Griesheimer said the holdup will likely be with House leaders, not with getting enough votes.

Overriding the veto will require 109 votes. Griesheimer said Republicans control about 105 seats in the House.

According to the Missouri House website, house.mo.gov, Republicans control 106 seats, with Democrats holding 56 and one member listed as independent.

That means it’d only take a few Democrats to vote for the measure to override the veto.

“When I was in Jefferson City, if you had a chance to override a Democratic governor’s veto, you did it,” Griesheimer, a Republican, said.

If the bill isn’t vetoed, and the revenue restored, Griesheimer said cities around the county and the county might consider going to voters to approve use taxes, which were exempted from the Supreme Court’s ruling.

The city of Washington already has such a use tax in place.

Griesheimer said going to voters at the same time would present a united front.

“If everyone did it piecemeal, we’d have far too difficult of a time educating and informing voters,” he said. “It’d be destined to fail.”

Without reinstating the tax, the area could lose not only revenue for city and county governments, but jobs and businesses as well, Commissioner Terry Wilson said.

“We’re close enough to the Illinois border that we’ll have people crossing the border to save money,” he said.

“Right now, I wouldn’t want to be building this new dealership on (Highway) 47 with this looming over me,” Wilson said, referencing the new Jim Trenary building currently under construction in Union.

State sales taxes, at the rate of 4.225 percent, are still being collected on all vehicles registered to Missouri residents.

Those buying vehicles out of state can avoid paying 1.5 percent in county sales taxes, however.

Franklin County levies four sales taxes — two half-cent taxes, one for roads and bridges and one for general revenue; and two quarter-cent taxes, both for law enforcement — on every $1 purchase.

After new ad mentions stripper controversy, Lager and Kinder scuffle on KMOX

In Elections
By Jason Rosenbaum, Beacon staff 

10:18 am on Fri, 08.03.12

State Sen. Brad Lager went for the throat this week with a television ad taking direct aim at Lt. Gov. Peter Kinder’s alleged relationship with a former stripper.

The ad arrived shortly before the two engaged in another feisty exchange on KMOX’s Mark Reardon Show, a forum where Lager’s ad was a primary topic of discussion.

Lager, R-Savannah, is trying to deny Kinder a third term; he has been running TV ads attacking Kinder for weeks. Among other things, the ads have attacked the Cape Girardeau Republican for missing tie votes, paying back the state for hotel expenses and not being a reliable opponent to the Affordable Care Act. Kinder's campaign, among other things, has responded by questioning Lager's background, including his role at a health information company, Cerner. that's benefited from some of President Barack Obama's policies.
In his latest ad, Lager mentions for the first time Kinder’s acquaintance with a former stripper and Penthouse Pet. [That story was alluded to in a recent advertisement from a third-party organization. The group was funded with roughly $300,000 from a nonprofit that doesn’t have to disclose its donors

 HYPERLINK "http://www.columbiatribune.com/news/2012/aug/02/source-of-funding-unclear-for-kinder-attack-ads/" immediately.]

The ad starts with a short clip of former President Ronald Reagan telling Congress that “private values must be at the heart of public policies.” It consists almost entirely of radio and news reports about Kinder's traveling expenses and his acquaintance with Tammy Chapman, a former stripper. It ends with a message asking viewers to “reject Kinder’s reckless behavior” next Tuesday.

The controversy started last summer when a photo appeared on the Riverfront Times’ website showing Kinder with Chapman at the now-closed Verlin’s. 

Kinder eventually acknowledged that he had an acquaintance with Chapman going back two decades, when she was stripper at an adult establishment near East St. Louis. He strongly denied Chapman's allegations that she regularly performed lap dances for him back in the 1990s, that he aggressively pursued her, and that he invited her to move into his campaign-rented condominium.

When Reardon asked about the ad on Thursday afternoon, Kinder responded, “It’s silly time, and all kinds of charges are being thrown against the wall.”

Kinder reiterated he stayed at hotels at the “lowest government rate” when he traveled around state – a contention he made at a debate earlier this week on Kansas City-based KCUR. He also said that he had been upfront with media outlets about his relationship with Chapman. [Kinder spoke to the Beacon about it shortly after the story broke last year.]

“Were there some mistakes in my background close to 20 years ago? Yes, sir, Mark,” Kinder said. “And I came on your air a year ago this month and leveled with the people of Missouri. I have not misled anyone about my background.”

Lager spokesman Ray Bozarth said in an e-mail "the ad speaks for itself."

Kinder noted as he has before that he was endorsed by conservative radio talk show host Rush Limbaugh and Eagle Forum founder Phyllis Schlafly.

The two candidates spent over $2.5 million through most of July, a sum outpacing even the Republican primary for governor. Most has been spent toward television ads across the state.

Debate treads on familiar ground
The debate – which was truncated because of the bus accident Thursday in southern Illinois – replayed the fights that two candidates had earlier this week.

Kinder pressed Lager, for instance, on why he didn't include his role with Cerner on his official biographical information. Lager once again said that none of his specific business interests are listed on his website.

And Lager asked Kinder why he didn’t disclose he was a landlord on his official biography. Kinder said that arrangement began earlier this year when he started renting out a house he used to live in.

The debate eventually veered toward policy when Reardon asked what the two candidates’ greatest accomplishments were. Lager pointed to his long-standing bid to reconfigure tax credits in the Missouri Senate. Lager has been a long time opponent of the Historic Preservation Tax Credit, while Kinder has supported the incentive that has spurred the renovation of historic buildings and neighborhoods.

“The problem is… that Missouri has to live within its means, just like I do in my personal life and just how we do with our businesses,” Lager said. “And the reality is when you have tax credits at double digits when the rest of the economy is slowing or actually declining, what ends up happening is you end up cutting fundamental services. [For example], funding for schools, roads, bridges – things the government was established to do.” 

Kinder said there’s been a “tenfold” increase on low-income seniors getting prescription drug assistance through the MoRX program. He also pointed to his role in getting funds from the State Emergency Management Agency for Bridgeton to recover from last year’s tornado.
“I publicized that with a reporter and said, ‘I want SEMA to respond within 48 hours,’” Kinder said. “And guess what? Before the clock struck noon this morning, the State Emergency Management Agency told the city of Bridgeton that they’re releasing the remaining $500,000 in funds that Bridgeton needed on their $17 million budget. We produced results inside 24 hours.”

With days before the primary election, the appearance on KMOX may be the last time the two exchange with each other directly. 

Besides Kinder and Lager, Wentzville attorney Michael Carter and St. Louis resident Charles W. Kullmann are seeking the Republican nomination for lieutenant governor. Eight Democrats are seeking the Democratic nomination.
Amendment 2 secures right to pray in schools and government settings

By Meredith Hood
August 3, 2012 | 6:59 p.m. CDT

COLUMBIA — Along with choosing party nominees for an array of political positions, Missourians on Tuesday also will be asked whether they want to amend the Missouri Constitution to secure individual religious liberties.

Amendment 2, also known as the "right to pray" bill, was sponsored in the General Assembly by state Rep. Mike McGhee, R-Odessa, and lawmakers in the House and Senate agreed to put it on the ballot. McGhee said that he first sponsored the legislation four years ago and that the language has been altered only slightly.

Americans United for Separation of Church and State, which is based in Washington, D.C., joined with the Anti-Defamation League of Missouri and Southern Illinois to educate Missouri voters on the potential consequences of passing the amendment.

Greg Lipper, senior litigation counsel for Americans United, called the bill summary troubling.

"You hear it out and you think, 'Who would be opposed to that?'" he said.

But Lipper called the full and complete version of the amendment long, verbose and detailed.

"It resembles something you would put in an apartment lease."

McGhee said that he never used to think such explicit provisions were necessary but that a series of small incidents across the state, in which he said children have been told not to make public displays of their religious beliefs, caused him to think a change is necessary. 

"I believe (religious discrimination) happens more frequently than people think," McGhee said.

McGhee said he has heard about children who were asked not to pray after getting a school lunch, a girl being told not to take her Bible to study hall and a parent explaining how an adult at her child's school told her son to change the words in the song "Jesus Loves Me" to "My momma loves" me while he was on the school playground.

"It's really not such so much the law as it is understanding the law," McGhee said.

He also pointed to events in Franklin County as an example of misunderstanding the right to pray. In March, members of the Franklin County Board of Commissioners were criticized by the American Civil Liberties Union after it received an anonymous complaint that the commission was praying before meetings.

The ACLU sent a letter asking the commission to stop the prayers, but the commission disregarded the request. In May, the ACLU filed a lawsuit on behalf of the complainant. The suit asserts that the commission's prayers violate the plaintiff's First and Fourteenth amendment rights because they endorse a particular religion. It asks that the federal court declare the practice unconstitutional.

McGhee said advocacy groups such as the ACLU don't seem to know the law.

"If they want to pray it's OK," McGhee said.

Specific clauses in Amendment 2 address individual rights, student rights, state rights and school responsibilities. The measure would reaffirm individual rights to acknowledge God, to pray and to express any form of religious belief without infringement.

It also would more explicitly define students' classroom rights. The amendment says "students may express their beliefs about religion in written and oral assignments free from discrimination based on the religious content of their work (and) that no student shall be compelled to perform or participate in academic assignments or educational presentations that violate his or her religious beliefs."

McGhee said such specific language is being used to ensure the Missouri Constitution matches the U.S. Constitution. He added that issues persist in Missouri despite the U.S. Constitution's superiority. McGhee specifically referenced a situation involving Missouri State University student Emily Brooker.

Brooker was studying at the School of Social Work when professor Frank Kauffman assigned her and other students to write a letter to the state legislature supporting adoption rights for same-sex couples. Brooker did not complete the assignment on the grounds that it conflicted with her religious beliefs, which do not condone a gay family structure.

Brooker was sanctioned by the professor for violating standards of ethicss in social work education and was questioned by an ethics committee about her religious beliefs and competency to practice social work.

In November 2006 the Alliance Defense Fund's Center for Academic Freedom, a Christian legal group, filed suit against MSU on behalf of Brooker, alleging that her First Amendment rights were compromised. The university settled the matter out of court. The settlement included clearing Brooker's academic record, waiving $12,000 in academic fees and paying her an additional $9,000. The professor involved was removed from classroom and administrative duties.

McGhee believes all students should be able to opt out of assignments that conflict with their religious convictions without worrying about administrative backlash.

Lipper, however, said the unintended consequence could mean a lawyer in every classroom and lead to litigation that would use taxpayers' money and tie up court resources.

In Columbia, School Board President Tom Rose said he has heard no concern among teachers that the amendment might allow students to skirt assignments, but he said he can see the potential for problems.

"I think the teachers are cognizant of what might be sensitive material," Rose said, "There are certain truths that can be taught in religion that don't hold up in the classroom."

“I’m not really certain what the underlying extra value will be," Rose said.

Columbia Public Schools Superintendent Chris Belcher acknowledged problems relating to religious displays and actions crop up from time to time but said there have never been any issues about children praying in local schools. The amendment sets out to solve a problem that doesn't exist, he said.

"Everything this bill is saying is already protected by the federal constitution," Belcher said.

The amendment also lists the restrictions against the state and the rights political governing bodies. The state would be prohibited from establishing an official religion or coercing people into participating in prayers or invocations. At the same time, the General Assembly and other legislative bodies would be allowed to invite ministers, clergy and other religious authorities to offer prayers, blessings or invocations at meetings and sessions.

Lipper also wonders about the strategy of placing the amendment on the August primary ballot, when there usually is less turnout than in November general elections.

"It seems like proponents are trying to get this done under the radar," he said.

McGhee, however, said he's been trying to put the amendment on a public ballot for years and that it was Gov. Jay Nixon who signed a proclamation in May to place the amendment on Tuesday's ballot.
The amendment also would require all public schools to display the Bill of Rights. Neither Belcher nor Rose were certain if any Columbia schools do that now. Rose estimated there would be little expense in getting copies printed if the amendment passes.

McGhee said there would be no real way to enforce that provision and that the amendment doesn't provide for any consequences for those schools that fail to display the Bill of Rights.

What you need to know before Tuesday

In Elections
By Jason Rosenbaum, Beacon staff 

7:55 am on Fri, 08.03.12

There will be some constants when voters head to the polls Tuesday for Missouri’s primary election.

Everyone will get a chance to select nominees for the U.S. Senate and U.S. House as well as a raft of statewide offices up for grabs every four years. They’ll also decide on the so-called “prayer” amendment, a measure that’s won praise from some political and religious leaders and criticism from some attorneys and educators.

Other voters face hotly contested primaries for seats in the Missouri General Assembly, including in areas where winning the Democratic primary is tantamount to election. And in St. Louis, Democratic voters will likely pick the successor to city Treasurer Larry Williams.

For those still mulling their choices, the Beacon put together summaries of the contests and links to previous stories. Click on the names of the candidates to read past stories about the candidate. 

For a voters' guide, check out Beyond November – a collaboration between the Nine Network, St. Louis Public Radio and the Beacon.

U.S. Senate
Three Republicans – Frontenac businessman John Brunner, U.S. Rep. Todd Akin, R-Wildwood, and former state Treasurer Sarah Steelman – are the main competitors to take on U.S. Sen. Claire McCaskill, D-Mo., in the fall.

Five other Republicans are on the ballot, while McCaskill is unopposed in the Democratic primary. McCaskill’s re-election bid is expected to be one of the most competitive U.S. Senate contests in the nation.

Click here to see a Beacon overview of the contest.

Republicans (based on the ballot order): U.S. Rep. Todd Akin, R-Wildwood, La Monte resident Jerry Beck, former state Treasurer Sarah Steelman, Frontenac resident John Brunner, Lees Summit resident Mark Memoly, St. Louis resident Mark Patrick Lodes, Macon resident Bob Poole and Sullivan resident Hector Maldonado

Democrats: U.S. Sen. Claire McCaskill, D-Mo
Libertarians: Riverside resident Jonathan Dine

1st congressional district 
U.S. Reps. Lacy Clay, D-St. Louis, and Russ Carnahan, D-St. Louis, are running against each other for the 1st Congressional District seat, which takes in the city of St. Louis and parts of St. Louis County. Thanks to redistricting, the two legislators’ residences were thrown into the same district. Carnahan chose to challenge Clay in the Democratic primary. Two Republicans are running for the heavily Democratic seat.

Click here to see a Beacon overview of the contest.
Democrats: St. Louis resident Candice Britton, U.S. Rep. Lacy Clay, D-St. Louis, and U.S. Rep. Russ Carnahan
Republicans: St. Louis resident Robyn Hamlin and St. Louis resident Martin Baker
Libertarians: St. Louis resident Robb E. Cunningham

2nd Congressional District 
With Akin running for the U.S. Senate, four Republicans and four Democrats are angling for their party’s respective nominations for this open seat. The 2nd District includes parts of St. Louis County, St. Charles County and Jefferson County. 

The two main GOP competitors are former Missouri Republican Party Chairwoman Ann Wagner and Webster Groves physician Randy Jotte, while four Democrats are seeking the nomination for the seat that leans Republican.

Click here to read an overview of the contest.

Republicans: St. Peters resident John Morris, Ballwin resident Ann Wagner, St. Peters resident James O. Baker and Webster Groves resident Randy Jotte
Democrats: Ballwin resident Marshall Works, Eureka resident George “Boots” Weber, Kirkwood resident Harold Whitfield and Valley Park resident Glenn Koenen
Libertarian: St. Charles resident Bill Slantz

Governor 
Three Republicans – Frontenac businessman Dave Spence, Kansas City area attorney and minister Bill Randles and St. Louis anti-abortion activist Fred Sauer – are spending plenty of their own money for a chance to take on Gov. Jay Nixon in the fall. The Democratic chief executive has nominal opposition in his primary and amassed a huge campaign chest for his re-election bid.

Click here to read an overview of the contest.
Democrats: Gov. Jay Nixon, Ellington resident Clay Thunderhawk and California resident William Campbell

Republicans: Pevely resident John D. Weiler, Frontenac resident Dave Spence, Liberty resident Bill Randles and St. Louis resident Fred Sauer
Libertarians: Creve Coeur resident Jim Higgins

Lt. Governor 
The statewide office with the fewest assigned duties is proving to be one of the primary's most competitive elections.

Lt. Gov. Peter Kinder is facing a stiff challenge for a third term from state Sen. Brad Lager, while eight Democrats are seeking the nomination for the statewide office.

Click here for an overview of the Republican primary. And here for the Democratic primary.

Republicans: St. Louis resident Charles W. Kullman, state Sen. Brad Lager, R-Savannah, Lt. Gov. Peter Kinder and Wentzville resident Mike Carter
Democrats: Former state Auditor Susan Montee, St. Joseph resident Dennis Weisenburger, former state Rep. Fred Kratky, D-St. Louis, state Conservation Commissioner Becky Plattner, former state Rep. Judy Baker, D-Columbia, state Rep. Sara Lampe, D-Springfield, former state Rep. Jackie Townes McGee, D-Kansas City and St. Louis School Board Member Bill Haas
Libertarian: Gladstone resident Matthew Copple

Constitution: Former state Rep. Cynthia Davis, R-O’Fallon
Secretary of state 
Three sitting Republican lawmakers – state Sen. Bill Stouffer, R-Napton, House Speaker Pro Tem Shane Schoeller, R-Willard, and state Sen. Scott Rupp, R-Wentzville – are running a relatively low-key race for the office that runs the state’s elections, handles business regulation and monitors securities. 

The winner of the GOP primary will almost certainly face state Rep. Jason Kander, D-Kansas City.

Click here to read an overview of the contest.
Democrats: State Rep. Jason Kander, D-Kansas City, and Kansas City resident MD Alam

Republicans: State Sen. Scott Rupp, R-Wentzville, House Speaker Pro Tem Shane Schoeller, R-Willard, and state Sen. Bill Stouffer, R-Napton
Libertarians: Kansas City resident Cisse W. Spragins

Constitution: Columbia resident Justin Harter

Treasurer 
The state treasurer’s election is the only statewide race where the major candidates don’t have primary opposition. Democratic state Treasurer Clint Zweifel will face off against state Rep. Cole McNary, R-Chesterfield in November.

Democrats: State Treasurer Clint Zweifel
Republicans: State Rep. Cole McNary, R-Chesterfield
Libertarians: Kansas City resident Sean O’Toole

Attorney general 
Four years after undergoing a grueling primary and general election, Attorney General Chris Koster, a Democrat but one-time Republican, will square off in November against the winner of the Republican primary between St. Louis attorney Ed Martin and Livingston County Prosecutor Adam Warren.

Click here to read an overview of the contest.

Democrats: Attorney General Chris Koster

 HYPERLINK "https://www.stlbeacon.org/" \l "!/content/26096/martin_and_warren_vie_for_attorney_general_nomination" .
Republicans: St. Louis resident Ed Martin and Livingston County Prosecutor Adam Warren
Libertarians: Oak Grove resident Dave Browning 

Amendment 2
Constitutional Amendment 2, the so-called prayer amendment, provides clarity for officials when people pray in public spaces, say supporters. The First Amendment and the Missouri Constitution already protect religious liberty, counter opponents. Educators are worried about a clause that allows students to opt out of assignments because of religious objections.

Click here to read the Beacon overview of the amendment.
1st senatorial district 
Two Democrats – state Rep. Scott Sifton, D-Affton, and former state Rep. Sue Schoemehl, D-Oakville – are seeking the Democratic nomination to face off against state Sen. Jim Lembke, R-Lemay, in this district in south St. Louis County.

While Sifton has raised more money, Schoemehl, a four-term lawmaker, is banking on her opposition to abortion to appeal to voters in this socially conservative district.

The district became more Democratic after redistricting, so the general election for the district could be one of the more competitive state Senate contests in the state.

Click here to read the overview of the contest.

Democrats: Former state Rep. Sue Schoemehl, D-Oakville, and state Rep. Scott Sifton, D-Affton
Republicans: Sen. Jim Lembke, R-Lemay
5th senatorial district
Incumbent state Sen. Robin Wright-Jones, D-St. Louis, is facing energetic challenges for a second term from state Reps. Jamilah Nasheed, D-St. Louis, and Jeanette Mott Oxford, D-St. Louis, in this St. Louis-based district.

The contest was in flux for a time until the Missouri Supreme Court ruled that Nasheed could run in the district even though she lives in the 4th senatorial district. Both Nasheed and Oxford have raised more money than Wright-Jones.

Since no Republicans are running, the winner of Tuesday’s primary will serve as the district’s senator for four years.

Click here to read the overview of the contest.
Democrats: State Sen. Robin Wright-Jones, D-St. Louis, state Rep. Jamilah Nasheed, D-St. Louis, and state Rep. Jeanette Mott Oxford, D-St. Louis
13th senatorial district

With state Sen. Tim Green, D-Spanish Lake, leaving the Missouri Senate due to term limits, two Democrats – former state Rep. Gina Walsh, D-Bellefontaine Neighbors and Florissant resident Redditt Hudson – are seeking to replace him in this north St. Louis county district.

The district is heavily Democratic, so the winner of the primary will be favored in the fall against Republican Jacquelyn Thomas.

Click here to read the overview of the contest.

Democrats: Former state Rep. Gina Walsh, D-Bellefontaine Neighbors, and Florissant resident Redditt Hudson
Republicans: Florissant resident Jacquelyn Thomas

State House districts
Tuesday’s primary also has several competitive primaries for seats in the Missouri House.

In at least four cases, incumbent Democratic members of the Missouri House are facing off against each other. That includes high-profile clashes between state Reps. Stacey Newman, D-Richmond Heights, and Susan Carlson, D-University City, for the and Reps. Sylvester Taylor, D-Black Jack, and Rochelle Walton Gray, D-Black Jack.

Elsewhere, incumbent lawmakers are facing stiff challenges as they run in reconfigured districts. And in some instances, term limits or the shifting district lines provided an open seat for political newcomers.

The Beacon wrote an overview of the four incumbent versus incumbent matchups as well as six other intriguing state rep contests in the region.
Be sure to check out Beyond November’s voters guide, which includes candidates' answers to some of the more vexing public policy problems facing the state.

St. Louis Treasurer
Four Democrats are seeking to replace Treasurer Larry Williams who decided not not to run for another term. They include Alderman Fred Wessels, city Democratic Party Chairman Brian Wahby, Alderman Jeffrey Boyd and state Rep. Tishaura Jones, D-St. Louis.

A Republican candidate and two Green Party hopefuls are also running, although one Green Party candidate has endorsed a Democrat. Because St. Louis is heavily Democratic, the primary winner is favored to become the next treasurer.

Click here to read an overview of the contest.
Democrats: Alderman Fred Wessels, Brian Wahby, state Rep. Tishaura Jones, D-St. Louis, and Alderman Jeffery Boyd
Republicans: Todd Bachmann

Green Party: Don Devivo and Anthony Stevens

In addition, there’s a contested race for St. Louis Sheriff. Two Democrats – Vernon Betts and David Mosley – are challenging incumbent Sheriff Jim Murphy.

Other county officials – including Circuit Attorney Jennifer Joyce and Public Administrator Gerard Nester – are running unopposed in the Democratic primaries.

McCaskill puts hope in Jefferson County

August 04, 2012 8:24 pm • BY NICHOLAS J.C. PISTOR • npistor@post-dispatch.com > 314-340-8265
ARNOLD • Claire McCaskill says her future in the U.S. Senate will come down to Jefferson County.

A defiant McCaskill stood in this working class county on Saturday and vowed—with its help—to beat any of the three Republican candidates seeking to oust her from Washington.

"Don’t bet against America," McCaskill told volunteers. "And the other thing that I’ll tell you, anyone that wants to bet you that I’m going to lose this race. You take the bet and I’ll cover it. I will not lose this race."

McCaskill appeared energized as she prepares to pivot into the general election in just three days. Republican voters will decide on Tuesday who will be her opponent in one of the most closely watched races in the country. Businessman John Brunner, former State Treasurer Sarah Steelman, and U.S. Rep. Todd Akin are locked in a tight primary battle.

"Do we want to have a Tea Party senator?" McCaskill asked the gathering, while referencing Harry Truman and hammering home campaign themes on education.

Polls have shown McCaskill trailing all three of her possible opponents.

McCaskill said she needs Jefferson County to get re-elected.

"There was a huge difference between the number of votes I got here in 2006, and the number of votes Robin Carnahan got in 2010," McCaskill said. “We’ve got to get that number back up."

The once reliable Democratic county—the home of Governor Jay Nixon, a Democrat—has become a political seesaw due to shifting demographics and a rising population of Evangelical voters. McCaskill won the county by ten points in 2006. Carnahan lost it by nearly 15 points in 2010 to now U.S. Senator Roy Blunt. President Barack Obama narrowly won the county by less than three percentage points in 2008.

McCaskill saw her popularity slide during the debate over Obama’s Affordable Care Act. In 2009, McCaskill was repeatedly interrupted during a townhall forum on health care in Hillsboro, Mo., the county seat of Jefferson County.

"I will tell you the county I will watch the closest on the first Tuesday in November, it will be Jefferson County," McCaskill said. "Because if I win Jefferson County, I’m going to be elected to another six years. So, I don’t mean to put any pressure on you, but it’s all on you."

Locals face off in lieutenant governor race

By Jimmy Myers St. Joseph News-Press | Posted: Saturday, August 4, 2012 11:45 pm 
One of the most crowded statewide races on this week’s primary ballot is for lieutenant governor, which includes three familiar names.

State Sen. Brad Lager, R-Savannah, is the top challenger to Republican incumbent Peter Kinder. Two Democrats, former St. Joseph resident Susan Montee and current resident Dennis Weisenburger, are also in the race.

Ms. Montee, 53, is the Democratic front-runner. She’s a Bishop LeBlond High School graduate and former member of the Montee Law Firm. She has an advantage over other candidates in that she’s got name recognition for her term as state auditor, and she’s raised more money than any of the other seven Democrats.

As chairwoman of the Missouri Democratic Party, Ms. Montee searched for viable Democrats to run in the race against Mr. Kinder. With no takers, Ms. Montee looked into the feasibility of running herself.

“It wasn’t on my radar to run for anything,” said Ms. Montee, who resides in Jefferson City.

Looking at the numbers, she determined that she was a viable candidate and made it official last fall. When current House Speaker Steve Tilley dropped out of the race and Mr. Kinder stepped back in (he had previously considered a run for governor), several Democrats suddenly became available and will face Ms. Montee in the primary on Tuesday.

“Everyone in this race has held some kind of elected office,” she said of the other candidates, excluding Mr. Weisenburger.

The lieutenant governor sits on many important state boards, breaks tie votes in the Senate and is second in line for the office of governor, should something happen to the sitting governor. What puts Ms. Montee above the rest, she said, is that she has held a statewide office and knows how the branches of government work.

“It brings you into a different mindset when you work with all the different branches of government,” she said.

Ms. Montee is a CPA and has a law degree from the University of Missouri–Kansas City.

Mr. Lager, 37, is a Northwest Missouri State University graduate and small-business owner. He’s also employed with Cerner Corp. He served on the Maryville, Mo., City Council and in the Missouri House for two terms. He was elected to the Missouri Senate in 2006. He ran for state treasurer in 2008, but lost to Clint Zweifel.

He and Mr. Kinder faced off in a debate last week on KCUR. While Mr. Lager said the two are friends and will remain friends after the election, they were in attack mode during the debate. Mr. Kinder went after Mr. Lager’s employment with Cerner, saying he’s making money off the Affordable Health Care Act, which Mr. Lager said he opposes.

“That’s a complete distortion and outright lie,” Mr. Lager said of the charge that he’s lobbying for Cerner. “I oppose ObamaCare. I’ve never been a lobbyist at Cerner.”

Mr. Lager said he works on a team at Cerner that builds health information connections, and that Cerner works to fix health care.

Mr. Lager mentioned Mr. Kinder’s controversial $50,000 repayment of funds he used over the years to stay at hotels in St. Louis, which were originally paid for through public funds. He said Mr. Kinder has lost touch with the private sector and reality.

The Republican front-runners have amassed large sums of money in their campaigns. Mr. Lager’s campaign received nearly $1 million from just a handful of people and entities, including St. Joseph-based company Herzog, and St. Louis-based conservative and retired financial executive Rex Sinquefield. Mr. Lager said during the debate that these funds would not influence the way he would run the lieutenant governor’s office, should he be elected. He also said he would stop working for Cerner and be a full-time lieutenant governor.

Mr. Lager has gained the support of former presidential candidate and current radio talk show host Mike Huckabee. He’s also endorsed by the Missouri Republican Assembly.

Dennis Weisenburger, 68, previously ran for St. Joseph City Council, but has not held public office. He ran a government surplus business for 30 years in the South Side and is a veteran. He said he is enrolled at Missouri Western State University and hopes to become a filmmaker.

“I think someone needs to get in there and straighten government out a little bit,” said Mr. Weisenburger, who has plans to one day run for governor. “I want to help the handicapped, the aging. I also want to help the veterans.”

Electrocutions reveal old problem at Lake of the Ozarks

By DONALD BRADLEY
The Kansas City Star

When Valerie Smith reached for the swim ladder to get out of the water at her family’s lake home on a recent day, an electrical jolt shot all the way up her arm.

She splashed away from the dock and yelled for her husband swimming nearby. Pete, as husbands do, had to see for himself. Same thing, same shock.

Knowing that three people had already been killed by electrocution this summer at Lake of the Ozarks, the couple swam to a neighbor’s dock and scampered out of the water.

Other shocks have been reported in these waters this summer. A theory going around is that the drought is causing grounding systems to fail, sending stray voltage into the lake.

This part is not theory: People here have never been so scared of deadly electricity in these fun waters.

 The problem is not so much at the newer commercial resorts or condominiums, but with older complexes and the thousands of older lakefront homes around coves in Camden, Miller and Morgan counties.

Phones ring off the wall at electrician shops — calls from residents desperate for safety assurance before letting children swim. Fire marshals’ days are crammed with dock inspections. Reports have hardware stores running out of electrical supplies. Fire departments and the Missouri Highway Patrol are pushing people to make sure docks are safe.

“There’s been a call to action,” Trish Creach, executive director of the Camdenton Area Chamber of Commerce, said Thursday. “A lot of people are getting a fast-track education.”

Why now, after all these years?

All those years are the problem: Fire officials and electricians say most docks on this lake were wired 30 or 40 years ago, and many by people who didn’t know what they were doing — and using the wrong materials to do it.

They wanted the juice to power boatlifts, lights. Over time, TVs and mini-fridges were added as docks became extensions of homes.

But with no building code in place, they didn’t properly ground their docks or install a power shut-off at the water’s edge. They used interior wiring not meant for exposure to moisture or extreme temperatures. No conduit tubing to protect the wiring. And they ran that wire through trees and wrapped any extra around a dock’s metal frame.

Docks bob in water. They get rocked by waves, especially from big boats. This year, the water level is down, putting more strain on old wire.

In his Mr. Rewire shop in Eldon, Mo., master electrician Dan Strickland took a piece of plastic-sheathed interior wiring and rubbed it on the edge of a barrel. After a few seconds, the gray plastic coating wore away.

“This is what happens when wire rubs on something long enough,” Strickland said as he held up the wire, exposed down to the copper.

“But we’re always hearing about how grandpa did it 30 years ago and it’s always worked just fine.”

Now, just as friction has worn wire until it’s bare, time has exposed shoddy work on thousands of docks at the lake, officials say.

Electricians call it “aging out.” The old wiring is finally breaking down. Coating wears through. Splices fray. Brackets give way. Live current gets into the water.

In two recent tragedies, no ground fault circuit interrupter, a protective measure to prevent shock, was in place to shut off power during an electrical mishaps.

Officials say the devices might have saved the lives of Alexandra Anderson, 13, and her brother, Brayden, 8, both of Ashland, who died July 4 in the Gravois Arm. Same for Jennifer Lankford of Hazelwood, who was killed July 7 at the Dry Branch Cove in Morgan County.

In early summer in the Osage Arm, a girl got shocked on a “hot dock.” Her mother and grandmother went to her aid. All three had to be hospitalized.

What was wrong with that dock?

“I couldn’t find anything right with it,” said Ed Hancock, chief of the Gravois Fire Protection District.

Others, such as Valerie and Pete Smith, have been shocked, too. Strickland said many incidents aren’t reported because no serious injury resulted.

Lance Krause of Sedalia has been going to his family’s lake home on the Gravois Arm since he was a young boy. Now a father of four, he’s scared to let his kids back in the water until something is done about all the old, amateur electrical work.

“You can get in a boat and ride up and back in my cove and see all these dilapidated docks that aren’t grounded — it’s amazing more people don’t get killed out there,” Krause said. “The state needs to do something, but I don’t think it’ll ever happen because you get south of Stover, it’s pretty much another country down there.

“And sending out letters won’t get it done.”

Ameren Missouri, the utility that owns the lake and operates the Bagnell Dam, recently sent letters to more than 20,000 property owners informing them of electrical risks and reminding them it is their responsibility to get docks inspected and to have necessary work done by qualified electricians.

Jeff Green, the utility’s shoreline manager, points out that beginning in 2006, a new or refurbished dock is required to pass an electrical inspection. 

But that leaves out thousands of older ones. And this summer’s heat wave, Green said, is putting more people on the water, meaning more waves and more stress on old wiring.

Fire districts, power companies and the Missouri Highway Patrol are now pushing the upgrades.

But with more than 25,000 docks on the lake’s 1,150 miles of shoreline, the effort could take years. And as Hancock said, his Gravois department is strapped for money and personnel.

Adam Rohwer, fire marshal for the Rocky Mount Fire Protection District, inspected so many docks last week his knees were sore from climbing steps. One dock had a 100-amp breaker box, enough power to run a house. It had all kinds of lights, a tiki bar and a flat-screen TV.

“The guy had a $200,000 Sea Ray cruiser sitting there and not a single GFI (ground fault interrupter),” Rohwer said.

So how many of the docks he inspected that day were electrically sound and safe?

“None of them,” he said without pause.

It’s up to property owners

Over the past couple of years, much has been written about how a lack of government oversight led to hundreds of homes at Lake of the Ozarks being built on buffer land owned by Ameren.

That same nonchalance, say fire officials, electricians and residents, enabled anybody with a spool of wire and a basic tool set to wire a dock.

Houses built in Kansas City area subdivisions have had to meet all sorts of electrical guidelines for decades, but no permit or inspection was required for a dock on the water at the lake until 2006.

In the early days, it didn’t matter much. A dock was a place to park a boat. But 30 or so years ago, electric boatlifts became popular. String some wire. Then came lights. More wire. Ceiling fans, TVs, mini-bars, refrigerators and stereos followed.

In 2004, Tyler Deeds, 22, of Olathe was helping relatives remodel a lake house at the 62-mile marker when his foot touched a dock cable. A shock sent him face-down into the water. The others pulled him free and emergency personnel performed CPR, but Deeds died.

That tragedy spurred fire districts and Ameren to explore ways to improve dock safety. The result was a rule requiring new and remodeled docks to pass electrical inspections.

Owners of older docks were encouraged to get them inspected, too.

Since then, officials say, more than 2,000 docks have been inspected and repaired.

But that leaves thousands that have not, creating risks not only for their owners but also the neighbors.

That was the case for Valerie and Pete Smith. Nothing was electrically wrong with Valerie’s family’s dock. The loose voltage remained even after their power was cut.

Fire officials told her parents the current came from somewhere else.

John Agliata, spokesman for Co-Mo Electric Cooperative, which serves the lake area, said his company knows all about the years of shoddy work.

“But our authority ends at the meter,” Agliata said last week. “There’s nothing we can do beyond that. We can’t upgrade the docks.

“That’s up to the property owners, and they need to be doing it, because we’re talking life and death.”

Capt. Tim Hull of the water patrol division of the Missouri Highway Patrol expressed the same frustration.

“We’re responding to a lot more incidents this summer, but we can’t enforce building codes,” Hull said.

On Tuesday, more than 75 lake residents attended a seminar on dock safety sponsored by Lake Regional Hospital in Osage Beach. Fire Marshal Ed Nicholson of the Osage Beach Fire Protection District implored them to have their docks inspected.

Two things, Nicholson said: Know where the disconnect is and make sure ground fault interrupters are in place.

Earlier, Nicholson told The Star that he rarely comes across a dock that would pass a safety inspection. But it’s not always a case of being reckless.

“Some people did put a lot of thought into it,” Nicholson said. “They just didn’t know what they were doing.”

Creach, at the Camdenton chamber, doesn’t think the summer’s heightened concern has hurt lake business.

“We’ve not heard people are staying away,” Creach said. “But they do have questions. And rightfully so. We don’t want what happened earlier to ever happen again.”

‘We have to get this done’

Strickland, the master electrician working out of Eldon, is talking so fast about docks and bad wiring that he misses his turn.

He slams on the brakes and the Chrysler minivan bounces off the blacktop onto a dusty, brown dirt driveway. He checks the address again in his appointment book.

He shakes his head.

“People always tell me what mile marker they’re on,” he says. “Well, I’m not coming by boat.”

He’s one of the many electricians in the lake region doing pretty much nothing but dock work this summer. Or as Christy Marcolla, who answers the phone in his office, puts it: “It’s all about docks. People are scared.”

Mr. Rewire gets a half-dozen calls a day from worried lake residents.

On this recent day, Strickland is headed to the Golden Beach area home of Dan and Joy Peek. After the three deaths in early July, the Columbia couple knew something had to be done. Grandchildren often visit the lake home.

It takes Strickland just seconds to find problems. Lack of grounding, no power shut-off at the shoreline, indoor-type wiring wrapped around the metal dock frame. He yanks a gray weathered board off the dock and finds a splice just inches above the water.

“All these things can cause this dock to get energized,” he says.

Then he begins to tell Peek what is needed to make it safe.

Peek listens a while before saying, “Whatever you recommend, we’ll do it. We have to get this done.”

Strickland hears that a lot. He sets a day for the work to be done. The job will run about $1,600.

“Fine,” Peek tells him. “Credit card OK?”

Back in Eldon, Strickland sees a couple of other electricians in front of their shop. He pulls in to talk.

One of the men bends to the van’s window and asks, “Docks?”

“What else,” Strickland answers.

The man nods and stands straight. “Sure are a lot of them out there.”

GOP Senate candidates hope to unseat McCaskill
Posted: Saturday, August 4, 2012 11:55 pm | Updated: 10:39 pm, Sat Aug 4, 2012. 
GOP Senate candidates hope to unseat McCaskillBy Ken Newton St. Joseph News-PressSt. Josephs News-Press | 1 comment 
Observers of Missouri’s U.S. Senate race have had a difficult time this primary season knowing which way to look.

Incumbent Democrat Claire McCaskill rode into office on a wave favoring her party in 2006. This time, the pendulum reversing itself in Missouri, she faces no primary opponent Tuesday but has already engaged in a campaign against three Republican hopefuls.

Those leading Republicans — Todd Akin, Sarah Steelman and John Brunner — have laced into Ms. McCaskill but also one another, agreeing on most issues but trying to distinguish themselves for the sake of GOP primary votes.

Thus, the race to this point looks more like a bushwhacking than a full-frontal assault.

High-profile endorsements

Mr. Brunner, a largely self-financed businessman, has positioned himself as a political outsider who can erase three opponents who have made a career of government.

An ad produced for the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, practically an offshoot of the Republican Party, lambastes Ms. McCaskill (not surprising) and Ms. Steelman (highly surprising) as “cut from the same cloth” in supporting big government.

Ms. McCaskill’s senatorial office in recent months had fed the media a steady diet of releases about her across-the-aisle work with Republican colleagues on various issues. Yet Missouri’s GOP candidates and party officials have unrelentingly linked the incumbent to the Democratic president, Barack Obama, whose unpopularity in Missouri has led to his campaign’s decision to have only a token presence in the state.

All have hailed high-profile endorsements.

Former vice presidential candidate Sarah Palin warmed up to Ms. Steelman as a fellow “mama grizzly.” Mr. Brunner has gotten help from Senate fiscal hawk Tom Coburn of Oklahoma. Former presidential candidates Michelle Bachmann and Mike Huckabee have voiced their preference for Mr. Akin. Vice President Joe Biden called Ms. McCaskill a “strong, strong ally.”

Some common ground exists, though. In one of the more unusual outreaches of the campaign season, Mr. Brunner responded to questions about times when he missed property tax payments by sending out documentation about tax problems of these three opponents. The bipartisan message, perhaps not reassuring to voters: I messed up, but they did, too.

If the field seems convoluted in its messages and attacks and linkages, some clarity promises to emerge following Tuesday’s vote.

In addition to the leading three candidates, the Republican field also includes Jerry Beck of La Monte, Mark Memoly of Lee’s Summit, Mark Patrick Lodes of St. Louis, Robert Poole of Macon and Hector Maldonado of Sullivan.

A Libertarian, Jonathan Dine of Riverside, faces no opposition in the primary.

Moving to the right

All three of the top Republicans have touched base in Buchanan County and Northwest Missouri. Their visits have hammered home campaign themes they reinforced with each visit.

Mr. Akin, a St. Louis County congressman since 2001, has tried to position himself as the most conservative of the trio. He repeatedly cites his first vote in Congress, standing up to Republican President George W. Bush in opposing the No Child Left Behind legislation, as evidence of standing by his convictions.

Ms. Steelman, a Rolla resident who served in the state Senate and as Missouri state treasurer, declines to be outflanked on the right and calls herself a challenger to the status quo. “If you like the way it’s been for the last 12, 15 years in Washington ... then I’m not your candidate,” she said in one Republican debate.

By contrast, Mr. Brunner, a St. Louis businessman whose family business manufactures, among other things, Germ-X hand sanitizer, has fashioned himself as a “citizen-senator” who knows the ins-and-outs of the private sector and can work to bolster the economy.

He has pledged to serve no more than two terms if elected. His main opponents, he said, have made careers of elected office.

Ms. Steelman also advocates a finite life in Washington, pushing not only congressional term limits but the elimination of congressional pensions.

She wants to pass a constitutional amendment that would require a balanced federal budget and cap the size of government. Her “Contract With Missouri” has provisions calling for the repeal of the Affordable Care Act, a moratorium on new federal regulations and the creation of a flatter tax code.

An Army veteran who worked as an engineer at IBM and Laclede Steel, Mr. Akin has voted in the House for a strong national defense and for defense contracts that bolster the economy of Missouri. He also opposes the healthcare reforms adopted by the last Congress and has co-sponsored legislation for the elimination of the Internal Revenue Service and the enactment of a national sales tax.

Along with opposing any attempt to raise taxes, Mr. Brunner vows to eliminate excessive regulations that stifle job creation and make federal overspending and national debt reduction his top priority.

All three portray themselves as defenders of the unborn and Second Amendment rights.

Down to the wire

In a crowded and briskly contested primary, no outcome can really surface as a surprise. In a poll of Missouri voters conducted in late July by Mason-Dixon Polling and Research, and commissioned by the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, Mr. Brunner finished atop the Republican field with 33 percent, followed by Ms. Steelman at 27 percent and Mr. Akin at 17 percent.

In separate poll questions, all three Republicans finished above Ms. McCaskill if the election “were held today.”

	New districts and testy races for House incumbents 
By DAVID A. LIEB 
Associated Press

	JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- As political progenies and colleagues in Congress, William Lacy Clay Jr. and Russ Carnahan have cordially represented St. Louis together with a decidedly liberal flare. Now the two Democrats are calling each other desperate, angry liars and even tea party allies.

That's what can happen when two members of Congress are matched up in a single district because of a once-every-decade redrawing of political boundaries.

In St. Louis and Detroit, a decades-long exodus of urban residents has forced districts to be combined. As a result, Democratic primaries on Tuesday could reduce the cities' black representation in the U.S. House to their lowest levels since the 1960s.

Republican representatives will face off this month in Florida and Arizona, states that gained House seats after the 2010 census. In those races, the incumbents are competing to represent the most politically advantageous areas.

Overall, 11 contests this year have pitted incumbents against each other. Some are highlighting the tea party tensions inside the Republican Party and racial sensitivities among Democratic constituents.

"It's just devastating to the Democratic Party here that people have to make these kind of choices, when there are two good candidates," said Claude Brown, 72, a Democratic activist in St. Louis who is siding with Clay largely because of loyalties to Clay's father. William Lacy Clay Sr. represented St. Louis for 32 years in the House, from 1969 to 2001, and was succeeded by his son.

Carnahan's grandfather served in Congress. His father, Gov. Mel Carnahan, died in a plane crash in October 2000 while campaigning for the U.S. Senate. Russ Carnahan won election to the House in 2004.

When Missouri lost a seat as a result of the census, the Republican-led Legislature, with the help of a few urban Democrats, carved up Carnahan's south St. Louis area district and merged it with others. Instead of moving to a Republican-leaning suburb, Carnahan chose to battle Clay for the shrinking core of St. Louis.

Clay, who is black, holds a demographic advantage in the district where a majority of the remaining residents are racial minorities. Carnahan, who is white, is trying to appeal to voters by claiming Clay has sold out to shady lenders preying on low-income residents who live paycheck to paycheck. Clay has received tens of thousands of dollars over the past few years from the rent-to-own industry.

Carnahan's campaign has mailed greeting-card style fliers that, when opened, play a snippet of a Clay speech to a 2008 convention of rent-to-own retailers in which Clay expresses pride in successfully advancing their interests. Other Carnahan fliers call his rival "Payday Clay."

Carnahan also accuses Clay of "throwing Democrats under the bus" by allegedly supporting the Republican redistricting plan that squeezed St. Louis into one district instead of two.

Clay says Carnahan should quit "whining" about redistricting. He claims Carnahan "has run a desperate, angry campaign," and accuses him of "voting with the tea party" by not supporting a certain Democratic alternative to a Republican budget plan. Playing up his connections to urban voters, Clay is running a hip-hop radio ad in which a rapper disses the tea party, boasts of Clay's "backbone" and proclaims in rhyme that Clay "stands for the people each day" and "battles for us, better than Russ."

In a debate this past week, Clay and Carnahan repeatedly accused one another of telling "whoppers."

In the GOP versus GOP primaries this month, the matchups are at least partly voluntary and a carry-over of the conservative wave that swept through the party in 2010.

In Arizona, for example, a redistricting commission placed the home of Rep. Ben Quayle, the son of former Vice President Dan Quayle, in a newly drawn 9th Congressional District that includes more Democrats than his old territory did. Instead of running there, Quayle chose to challenge fellow freshman Rep. David Schweikert in the Republican-leaning 6th District.

Schweikert, who has the support of some tea party groups, complained at the time: "He's making a selfish move that puts Republicans in a very tough position."

In central Florida, longtime Rep. John Mica and freshman Rep. Sandy Adams are running in the redrawn 7th District instead of shifting to a newly created district that lacks an incumbent.

Mica, the chairman of the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, has the endorsement of former Arkansas Gov. Mike Huckabee, a onetime presidential candidate. Adams has the endorsement of former Alaska Gov. Sarah Palin, the party's 2008 vice presidential nominee. The race pits an established Republican against a tea party upstart, with the focus on budget cuts, pet projects spending and who's the most conservative.

Michigan Reps. Gary Peters and Hansen Clarke have remained generally civil in in their Detroit area Democratic primary. Yet Clarke, the son of a Bangladeshi man and a black woman, has refused to participate in campaign debates because of what he described as "racist rhetoric and race-baiting by certain candidates." He has not accused anyone by name. Clarke recently began running radio ads aimed at black voters, proclaiming he's "one of us" while asserting that Peters lives in Republican presidential candidate "Mitt Romney's old neighborhood" in the suburbs

Peters, who enjoys a fundraising advantage, has the endorsement of Detroit Mayor Dave Bing and is the first white House candidate supported by The Black Slate, a Detroit activist coalition. If Peters prevails, and longtime Rep. John Conyers stumbles in a four-way Democratic primary, Detroit could be left with no black representation the House. The same would be true for St. Louis, if Clay loses.

Since their peak in 1950, the populations of Detroit and St. Louis both have declined by more than 60 percent, and it's predominantly white residents who have left.

Although not overtly stated in campaigns, "there's no question that race plays a big role," said Ken Warren, a political science professor at Saint Louis University. "Polarized voting is an electoral reality. Blacks vote for blacks, whites vote for whites, Italians vote for Italians, Mormons vote for Mormons."

---

Associated Press writer Ed White in Detroit contributed to this report.


Sarah Palin Stops in Missouri to Stump for Sarah Steelman

CLEVELAND, Mo. — Missouri U.S. Senate candidate Sarah Steelman picked up a celebrity endorsement, as former Alaska governor turned reality TV star Sarah Palin gave the conservative Republican her seal of approval in a campaign event on Friday.

Nearly 1,000 people turned out for the Steelman campaign event at a berry patch in Cleveland. But the majority of people on hand on Friday say that they weren’t there to hear Steelman – in fact, some didn’t have any idea who she was.

“It’s an opportunity to come out and see Sarah Spellman (sic) and Sarah Palin, and I’ve always been very found of Sarah Palin and her conservative views,” said attendee Kevin Sharpe of Drexel.

But despite the lack of name recognition among some in the crowd, Steelman’s endorsement from Palin – a conservative lightning rod and the GOP’s vice-presidential candidate in 2008 – is doing the Steelman campaign some good.

“Yeah, I am sweating up here and I know sombody is going to YouTube it and so be it,” said Palin to the crowd in the sweltering August heat. “It’s part of working hard and doing the right think and standing for your next United States Senator, Sarah Steelman.”

Steelman says that she appreciates the endorsement from Palin, who has backed few other candidates in this year’s primary election cycle.

“It is an honor that she is willing to come in and help me,” said Steelman. “You know she just confirms my conservative credentials.”

Democratic political analyst Jason Grill credit a surge in Steelman’s poll numbers over the last week to TV, radio and print endorsements from Palin.

“We’re in these close races where every little bit counts,” said Grill. “I think her coming in and getting involved in the statewide state elections is huge.”

Steelman still trails St. Louis businessman John Brunner in the polls, but Grill says that he predicts that Steelman will come out ahead in next week’s primary. But after that, he says that Palin’s endorsement could end up hurting Steelman in the general election in November, when she must be able to reach out to independents and moderates who aren’t influenced by Palin’s endorsement.

Susan Redden: Candidates counting up endorsements, contributions

By Susan Redden
Globe Staff Writer
JOPLIN, Mo. — The advertising, mailers and robo-calls should stop, however briefly, after Tuesday’s primary election. Voters will thin out the herd of candidates who will face off against each other, and it will all start up again for the November general election.

Candidates in the waning days of the primary campaign were making final campaign stops throughout the region, touting endorsements and counting up campaign contributions.

Several candidates announced 11th-hour endorsements, including Brad Lager, a Republican candidate for Missouri lieutenant governor. He cited an endorsement by former Arkansas governor and presidential candidate Mike Huckabee. Lager is challenging incumbent Peter Kinder in the contest.

Earlier in the campaign, Huckabee made several appearances to announce his support of U.S. Rep. Todd Akin, who is in a three-way race for the GOP nomination for U.S. Senate, battling St. Louis businessman John Brunner and Sarah Steelman, former state treasurer. Five other, lesser known hopefuls are on the GOP ballot in that race.

Brunner also made stops in the area, including one in Joplin with U.S. Sen. Tom Coburn of Oklahoma. Coburn had endorsed Brunner earlier. In Joplin, he said he backs the businessman over opponents with more political experience, saying Washington needs “real people with real-world experience outside of politics.”

Coburn also cited Brunner’s business background, saying, “Our problems are financial, and we need someone with experience in financial matters.”

Akin made a series of stops around the state, including a gathering in Joplin, to meet with supporters one last time. Steelman had been in Joplin a week earlier.

MISSOURI HOUSE

Some local ballots will seem sort of sparse Tuesday, compared with the number of contenders on statewide ballots.

There are races in the Republican primary for only two Missouri House seats from the immediate Joplin area — the 163rd District post now held by Tom Flanigan, R-Carthage, and the 159th District seat occupied by Bill Lant, R-rural Joplin.

Cory Hyland, also of Carthage, has filed against Flanigan. Freddie Jennings, of Goodman, is challenging Lant.

In reports filed with the Missouri Ethics Commission, Flanigan reported campaign collections of $88,710, including local contributions during the last two reporting cycles from Judge George Flanigan, Carthage, $200; Committee to Elect Ron Richard, Joplin, $3,000; Brenda Myers, Joplin, $150; Carolyn Phelps Trust, Carthage, $350; Kelly A. Woestman Trust, Pittsburg, Kan., $250; Jim Woestman, Carthage, $500; and Rudy Farber, Neosho, $5,000.

Hyland cited contributions totaling $485, none in amounts exceeding $100. The campaign reported expenditures of the same amount, in a report to the state saying campaign fundraising had been terminated.

In the 159th District race, Lant reported contributions of $45,178, compared with $1,317 for Jennings, the challenger.

Local contributions reported by Lant came from Empire District Electric Co., Joplin, $300; Citizens for Ruestman, Joplin, $100; Bill Lee, Carthage, $100; D&D Logging, Racine, $400; Reed Financial Group, Joplin, $100; Gene Dement, Neosho, $250; Lawrence Litz, Noel, $100; Rudolph Farber, Neosho, $1,000; Scuba School and Travel, Joplin, $100; Ross and Vicki Babbitt, Pineville, $1,000; Fred Gates, Seneca, $100; Vernon DeWeese, Neosho, $100; Ron Doerge, Racine, $100; Committee to Elect Ron Richard, Joplin, $2,500; Robert Walkenhorst, Joplin, $100; Daniel Scorse, Joplin, $100; Lori Marble, Neosho, $100; Gary Pulsipher, Joplin, $100; Gene Schwartz, Neosho, $50; Don Cook, Joplin, $50; Sammy Helm, Pineville, $100; Machine Automation Co., Seneca, $500; and Junior Pratt, Anderson, $100.

Local contributors to Jennings were Ron Bates, Neosho, $50; Jessie Ruby, Goodman, $50; Tom McKay, Goodman, $120; Scottie Albious, Neosho, $80; Matt Taylor, Anderson, $30; Christopher Harper, Neosho, $100; Steven Jordan, Goodman, $160; and Leonard Bates, Seneca, $25.

‘Sequester’ raises concerns about massive defense cuts

Republicans want to rewrite law imposing a $50 billion reduction in military spending.

By DAVE HELLING
The Kansas City Star

One year after Congress approved a controversial plan to extend the nation’s debt ceiling, Republicans are stepping up their campaign to repeal a major part of the law.

They’re worried about a part of the measure called “sequester,” a requirement that spending for some federal government programs be slashed starting in 2013 once a “supercommittee” of Congress failed to compromise on $1 trillion in deficit reductions last fall.

The law requires that more than $100 billion be sequestered — or automatically cut — in January.

GOP officeholders and candidates, however, aren’t worried about all the automatic reductions. They’re concerned that more than $50 billion in cuts will come from the Defense Department, saying that will threaten national security and tens of thousands of defense-related private-sector jobs.

They’re pushing to rewrite that part of the law.

“It was bad policy to put our national defense at risk, all dependent on this supercommittee,” U.S. Rep. Vicky Hartzler, a Republican, said after a campaign stop in Belton, part of her 4th District. “It will hollow out our military.”

But Democrats have resisted any significant changes to the defense sequester requirements. They contend that Republicans can restore the cuts to defense and other programs if they are willing to consider tax increases on wealthier Americans to battle the deficit.

And they argue that substantial cuts to other government services shouldn’t go forward while defense spending is restored.

“I unequivocally support well-examined and necessary funding for the military,” said U.S. Rep. Emanuel Cleaver. “We must not, however, haphazardly slash programs that assist, for instance, education and children living in poverty.” 

The debate over the defense sequester is spreading nationally. 

House Republicans and White House officials squabbled angrily over it in a tense hearing Wednesday, each side blaming the other for the looming cuts.

Last week, three GOP senators — led by 2008 presidential candidate John McCain — traveled along the East Coast urging voters to help them overturn the automatic defense cuts next year.

Senate Democrats have responded by deferring votes on lifting the sequester. The spending cuts are supposed to hurt, they say, as an incentive to force compromise on deficit reduction.

The issue will be hotly debated in campaigns this fall, in part because the sequester could cost civilian jobs related to Defense Department spending. 

More than 65,000 civilian jobs in Missouri are tied to the aerospace and defense industries, according to a 2011 study by Deloitte, an auditing firm. State officials think the number is even higher.

The government spent more than $9 billion on defense-related contracts in Missouri in 2011, according to a database at GovernmentContractsWon.com.

Aerospace and defense-related employment in Kansas affects more than 100,000 people, the Deloitte study found, largely because of Wichita’s role in aviation.

Defense employment creates “a lot of jobs,” agreed U.S. Sen. Roy Blunt, a Missouri Republican, adding that both political parties share blame for the budget impasse. 

The House Armed Services Committee, which counts Hartzler as a member, says Missouri would be among the 10 states hardest hit by a full defense sequester. Overall, the committee’s Republicans claim, the sequester could cost 1 million private-sector jobs, adding to the nation’s stubbornly high unemployment rate.

Yet not all of those jobs would be lost in a defense sequester. And Democrats claim the Pentagon can absorb some reductions, particularly as wars wind down.

They also point out that some Republicans now complaining about the sequester actually voted for the debt ceiling bill that put the measure into the law.

“Republican leaders have also ignored both their own role in creating sequestration in the first place and the fact that their stubborn resistance to any increase in revenues is the biggest reason why sequestration is even a possibility,” House Armed Services Committee member Rep. Adam Smith, a Washington state Democrat, wrote in June.

Some scoff at Republican claims that Pentagon cuts will cost civilian employment. GOP members routinely say federal spending can’t create jobs, they argue, but change their views when defense cuts are involved.

Even Hartzler paused when asked to explain why stimulus spending doesn’t create jobs while defense spending does. 

“I wasn’t there when they did the stimulus package,” she said. “I’m just supporting our national defense, making sure these jobs aren’t lost.” 

Hartzler voted against the debt ceiling bill that created the sequester process, as did Cleaver.

Some Democrats, worried about civilian job cuts, are treading lightly when the defense sequester issue is raised. Hartzler’s Democratic opponent in the 4th Congressional District, Teresa Hensley, criticized the budget process but did not say the defense sequester should go forward as planned.

“Strong military bases are crucial to jobs and the economy in the 4th District, so I support taking steps to make sure they have the resources they need,” she said. “But we can’t afford to allow Congress to continue its reckless handling of important issues like this.”

Whiteman Air Force Base is a major presence, and employer, in Missouri’s 4th District.

One defense contractor has threatened to send required notices of potential layoffs just before the November election, blaming the sequester. And Republicans have pressed legislation that would force the White House to outline where the cuts will come next year if the sequester is enacted, Blunt said.

“The White House is telling people to keep the effects of these cuts secret,” Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell said last week.

The administration, including Defense Secretary Leon Panetta, has said it opposes the sequester and the defense cuts because of their potential effect on the military.

But White House officials have insisted the only way to avoid the cuts is to raise taxes on the wealthy and close corporate loopholes, something Republicans have so far rejected.

“Sequestration must be prevented,” said Democrats on the Armed Services Committee. “We cannot separate out defense and protect it from cuts while devastating other important programs. If Republicans put revenue on the table, the solution is simple.”

Senate candidate Brunner speaks about career politicians in Cape

Monday, August 6, 2012
By Joe Gamm ~ Southeast Missourian

Voters who said they were were anxious about the future turned out Sunday afternoon to hear a pitch for their votes from U.S. Senate candidate John Brunner.

About 25 people gathered under a pavilion at Arena Park in Cape Girardeau and listened, then posed questions as Brunner discussed his ideas for serving in Congress.

Brunner is in a tight race with fellow Republicans Sarah Steelman, the former Missouri treasurer, and U.S. Rep. Todd Akin. The three are vying for a chance to run in the general election against Sen. Claire McCaskill.

"I worry all the time," Norma Blankenship of Cape Girardeau said before Brunner arrived. "People aren't accountable to anybody. He is a businessman, while some of these people are career politicians."

Brunner addressed his concerns about career politicians shortly after he arrived.

"The debt has been going up and up and up for the last 11 years, whether it was Democrats or Republicans running Congress," he said. "Term limits would give them the courage to make the tough decisions."

Brunner explained that politicians worry about the next election, not about doing what they think is correct. He said career politicians, with their pensions and extensive staffs, have lost touch with the voters. Brunner said he simply wants to be elected, go to Washington to do the job he was hired for, then come home.

Steelman has spent the past 14 or 15 years running for office, and Akin has spent about 25, Brunner said.

"I would challenge them and ask, 'What have they done?'" Brunner said. 

He said that as a state senator, Steelman voted to continue gas taxes and opposed tort reform.

Patrick Tuohey, Steelman's spokesman, said Sunday evening that as a member of the Missouri state Senate, Steelman voted for tort reform 15 times. 

He said when Brunner said Steelman opposed tort reform, he was probably referring to a tort reform bill she opposed in 2003 in which there was provision that exempted responsible parties in traffic accidents from liability if the person injured was not wearing a seat belt. If a drunk driver injured a person who was not wearing a seat belt, they wouldn't have been responsible, Tuohey said. The bill passed after the provision was removed, Tuohey said.

Steelman also sponsored medical malpractice reform, Tuohey said.

A call to Akin's campaign was not returned Sunday evening, but in a Southeast Missourian candidate questionnaire, Akin said he has been rated as the most conservative Congressman in Missouri by the Heritage Foundation, has been a strong advocate for our second amendment rights and believes in traditional marriage.

Also, at a meeting of the Cape Girardeau County Republican Women's Club in April, Akin said he voted against the Wall Street bailouts, even though he was pressured by his single largest campaign contributor.

Brunner said his No. 1 priority would be to get legislators to stop borrowing and spending. 

"Every dollar that we're borrowing and spending is a tax, and it's a tax on the future," Brunner said.

He said that Congress is going to have to make tough decisions and cut programs.

Carol Jones of Cape Girardeau, said she's kept up with where Brunner was by following him on Facebook.

"Everything he says is what I believe in. He's conservative, and he wants to get rid of McCaskill," she said of the former U.S. Marine. "I think he'd make a wonderful, disciplined politician."

Washington could use a few more former military personnel, Brunner said. 

He said he was disturbed when he heard of some of the rules of engagement in the war in Afghanistan. In Afghanistan, the United States has to have a clearly defined mission, it has to use all its resources and it has to have a clear definition of victory, he said.

Kenneth Bender of Cape Girardeau said he was still trying to decide who to vote for.

"At this point, it's almost a toss-up," he said. "[Brunner] seems to be a highly moral man. My primary interest is to choose someone who can win in November."

National health-care brawl spawns sideshow in Missouri

By Guy Gugliotta | Kaiser Health News, Published: August 4
The continuing war over President Obama’s health-care law is particularly fierce this election season in Missouri, where politicians of both major parties are playing a game of can-you-top-this with a ballot referendum whose chief result promises to be voter confusion.

In May, the General Assembly approved a ballot measure that would require voter or legislative approval of a cornerstone of the health law: creation of an online state insurance exchange for individuals and small businesses to buy coverage.

The Republican-controlled legislature is trying to block Gov. Jay Nixon, a Democrat, from establishing an exchange by executive order — something he says he doesn’t plan to do. 

What the November ballot initiative all but ignores, however, is that if the state does not implement a health-care exchange by 2014, the law requires the federal government to impose its own version.

Missouri Secretary of State Robin Carnahan, a Democrat who is not running for reelection, is responsible for explaining difficult ballot measures to the voters. She clearly spotted the hole in the initiative language and, in early July, decided to make her own political statement. Her summary, to appear on the ballot on Election Day, did not use a light touch:

“Shall Missouri law be amended to deny individuals, families, and small businesses the ability to access affordable health care plans through a state-based health benefit exchange unless authorized by statute, initiative or referendum or through an exchange operated by the federal government as required by the federal health care act?”

‘Not fair . . . not accurate’ 
Republicans were outraged, none more so than Lt. Gov. Peter Kinder, who stepped in “within minutes of publication,” he said in an interview. This “biased, loaded” language “is not fair, it’s not accurate, it’s not impartial. We have to get this into court.” So he filed suit to have Carnahan’s summary thrown out.

Since then, Kinder, who is running for reelection and is locked in a tough race against several opponents in Tuesday’s Republican primary, has used the initiative and his opposition to the health-care law as a centerpiece of his campaign. “The whole entire law was founded in lies, passed with lies and is based in lies now, and the American people are not going to stand for it,” Kinder said. “Certainly the people of Missouri are not going to stand for it.”

‘Good political theater’ 

Carnahan’s office said that as the defendant in the case, Carnahan would not comment publicly on Kinder’s accusations, but she was clearly unmoved: “Obviously, some candidates see this as good political theater during an election year,” Carnahan spokesman Ryan Hobart said in a statement, “but we maintain that this is a fair and sufficient summary of the ballot measure.”

Theater or not, the Missouri referendum has served as a reminder of the important role health care will play in this year’s elections. It also demonstrates how health-care hyperbole can drown out reasonable discourse. 

Nationally, opinion on the health-care law remains volatile and deeply divided. Although no recent polls have tested the Affordable Care Act’s popularity in Missouri, another largely symbolic ballot initiative exempting Missourians from mandated health insurance won 71 percent of the vote in 2010. A July 28 poll this year showed Obama trailing presumptive Republican nominee Mitt Romney by nine points. 

“President Obama and the health-care law in general are not popular in Missouri,” said George Connor, head of the political science department at Missouri State University, in Springfield. “Any opposition to President Obama on health care by anybody gets you bonus points with the voter.”

Democrats, Connor added, are trying to stay clear of Obama. The popular and politically savvy Nixon has been successful at it and is a clear favorite for reelection. U.S. Sen. Claire McCaskill, however, a supporter of the health-care law who is closely identified with the president, is trailing any one of three possible GOP opponents competing in the primary.

Kaiser Health News is an editorially independent program of the Henry J. Kaiser Family Foundation, a nonprofit, nonpartisan health policy research and communication organization not affiliated with Kaiser Permanente.

Jasper County commissioner challenging GOP party chair

By Susan Redden
sredden@joplinglobe.com
CARTHAGE, Mo. — Though not a candidate for County Commission this year, Presiding Commissioner John Bartosh will be on an election ballot Tuesday.

Bartosh is running for the post of Republican committeeman from the Gem Precinct, challenging longtime incumbent John L. Putnam.

Putnam also is chairman of the county’s Republican Central Committee, a post he has held for about six years.

Bartosh said he is challenging the current chairman because of Putnam’s recent support for individual Republican candidates, rather than waiting to support the nominees chosen by the party.

“I think John’s a great guy, but he’s kind of a special interest guy,” he said. “I think we need someone who’s more open and for all the people.”

Putnam also has organized recent tea party rallies and is the founder of the Southwest Missouri Conservative Network.

Bartosh, as a commissioner, also has supported candidates in primary races, Putnam pointed out. He and Sheriff Archie Dunn in 2008 publicly endorsed Craig Putnam in the race for Eastern District associate commissioner. He and Craig Putnam are distant cousins, John Putnam said.

“But I’m only supporting one candidate in the primary, as an individual, not as county chairman. That’s Todd Akin, because we have worked together on issues and we have a long friendship,” he said.

U.S. . Rep. Akin is in a three-way race with St. Louis businessman John Brunner and Sarah Steelman, former state treasurer, for the GOP nomination for U.S. Senate.

Putnam said he has been a GOP committeeman since 1984.

“I’ve run our get-out-the-vote drive every election since 1996, and I’ve had other people on the committee tell me they don’t think now is the time to make a change,” he said.

Under the party structure for both Democrats and Republicans, committeemen and committeewomen serve from each voting precinct, and party officers are elected from that group. There are only five voting precincts in the county where there are races for committee posts.

Other races

There are races in four other precincts, but none involve incumbents. Candidates are Linda Uselman and Pamela Morris, for committeewoman, in Webb City 4; Victoria Myers and Tara M. Bear, committeewoman, Joplin No. 23; Doug Joyce and Ray Schell, committeeman, Rex Precinct; and Bill Birkes and Madison Blaxton, committeeman, Carterville 4.

Outside Cash in Missouri Race Could Be a National Model

By JONATHAN WEISMAN
WASHINGTON — Missouri’s long, divisive Republican Senate primary draws to a close Tuesday, but after all the intraparty fireworks, it is the incumbent Democrat, Senator Claire McCaskill, who remains in deep trouble. 

As the three Republican candidates have battled it out, Ms. McCaskill has had to buckle down as well. Karl Rove’s Crossroads GPS, David and Charles Koch’s Americans For Prosperity, the U.S. Chamber of Commerce and the 60 Plus Association have dumped as much as $15 million into the state since July 2011 to keep her on her heels. 

In their advertisements, Ms. McCaskill’s face is sometimes bloated, sometimes goofy, sometimes exhausted. She is usually joined at the hip with President Obama. And she is always almost single-handedly to blame for Missouri’s economic travails, the nation’s skyrocketing debt, the Democrats’ health care law and a scandalous level of duplicity. 

“As one guy said to me in rural Missouri, ‘Don’t worry, they’re trying to tenderize you before they pick a candidate,’ ” Ms. McCaskill said Thursday. 

The sustained campaign could become a textbook for future efforts in a new era of anything-goes campaign financing, both Ms. McCaskill and her opponents say. 

Most of the spending is coming from tax-exempt 501(c)(4) organizations like Crossroads GPS, which may accept large corporate and individual donations without disclosing donors’ identities. And the outcome could show that third-party advertising from these organizations and from “super PACs” — like Now or Never, which works on behalf of Sarah Steelman, one of the Republican candidates — could tip the balance to a larger degree in a statewide or Congressional race than in the presidential contest. 

In other states with contested Republican primaries, like Arizona, Indiana and Wisconsin, outside money flowed in to take sides in the primaries themselves, leaving the Republican contenders wounded and the Democrat in better shape. In Missouri, it flowed in largely to take down the Democrat, providing vital air cover while the Republicans fought each other below the radar. 

The three Republican candidates may be lesser known and less dynamic than Ms. McCaskill, a mainstay of Missouri politics, but she is possibly the most endangered incumbent in the Senate. A Mason-Dixon poll published on July 28 in The St. Louis Post-Dispatch found her trailing all three of her potential opponents, John Brunner, a businessman; Ms. Steelman, a former state treasurer; and Representative Todd Akin. 

“When you have a late primary like in Missouri’s, the ability to keep a sustained message-fire on the incumbent is going to be important to whoever the nominee is going to be,” said Kenneth Goldstein, president of the Campaign Media Analysis Group, which tracks campaign television spending. 

Republicans are reluctant to give the outside groups too much credit. They say Ms. McCaskill’s uphill climb to a second term is due to her fealty to Mr. Obama’s legislative agenda in a state where he is unpopular. 

“Certainly the outside spending has reminded voters why they might not like her much,” said Todd Abrajano, an aide to Mr. Brunner. “But if there was no outside money, she’d still be in the predicament she is in today.” 

But when pushed, Republicans do not deny that the groups have helped. 

“They are keeping the pressure on McCaskill,” Mr. Akin said. “And that’s making any of us think, ‘We can do it, we can do it.’ ” 

Senator John Cornyn of Texas, the chairman of the National Republican Senatorial Committee, allowed, “I can’t deny it’s had some impact.” 

The Missouri Senate race has drawn outside money from more than a half-dozen groups: two Democratic outfits, the Majority PAC and Patriot Majority USA; and five Republican allies. The Campaign Media Analysis Group tallied $5.2 million in ads since June 1, compared with $4.8 million in Ohio, $2.9 million in Florida, $1.5 million in Montana and $1.1 million in North Dakota, where other contested Senate campaigns have drawn outside attention. 

The Majority PAC has spent $722,000 since June to help Ms. McCaskill. Crossroads GPS has spent $857,000 against her, and the U.S. Chamber of Commerce $190,000. 

Democratic strategists say those numbers understate the impact. Crossroads GPS’s first ads ran in early July 2011, and since then, nine separate ads have come in a rolling barrage. When Crossroads GPS eased up in June, the chamber peaked in July. By the Democrats’ count, anti-McCaskill spending has already reached $15.2 million, with an additional $18 million in advertising slots reserved for the fall. 

“People will look back at Missouri and look back at the money that’s been spent by outside forces and say this is an election that shows whether or not these anonymous masters of the universe can buy these elections,” Ms. McCaskill said. “If it works in Missouri, then I think we’re in for a rough ride in this country.” 

Her opponents dismiss that. Since Ms. McCaskill’s narrow Senate victory in 2006, her state has drifted right. Mr. Obama lost Missouri in 2008 by fewer than 4,000 votes out of nearly three million cast. But in a 2010 Senate race, Roy Blunt, then a Republican representative, crushed Robin Carnahan, a Democratic scion of Missouri political royalty, by nearly 14 percentage points. 

Some Missouri Republican strategists said the outside groups knew that Ms. McCaskill could not win and flooded the state to claim a scalp to take to their donors. Others said they saw her weakness and decided they could not forgive themselves if they let her off the mat. 

For her part, Ms. McCaskill has made the outside money the main opponent of the campaign. 

One McCaskill advertisement says: “They just keep coming back. Secret money attacking Claire McCaskill. These big oil and insurance companies don’t want you to know who they are.” As a stream of televisions showing her competitors’ ads moves across the screen, it continues: “Claire McCaskill will fight them. Always has, always will.” 

Republicans say her effort has proved to be a major strategic error. Ms. McCaskill’s focus on the money has only intensified awareness of the campaign’s national importance, made her look defensive and increased the resolve of the outside groups to stay in, they say. 

But Ms. McCaskill said that once her opponent was chosen, she could shift gears and try to move the race from a referendum on her to a choice between her and her opponent. 

“I’ve had to tread water,” she said, “while they have been pounding me with certainly more per capita than anybody else in the country.” 

Campaign Trail: Five questions on eve of primary

In Elections
By Jason Rosenbaum, Beacon staff 

12:21 am on Mon, 08.06.12

After months of campaign strategy, reams of opposition research and countless trees sacrificed for campaign mailers and yard signs, Missouri’s primary is only hours away.

It’s been a particularly active campaign, both across the state and around the St. Louis area. Republicans have engaged in competitive races for the U.S. Senate and a slew of statewide offices, while Democrats are duking it out in local contests where victory in the primary is tantamount to election.
There’s been plenty of intriguing subplots: Wealthy businessman taking first crack at running for important office, dramatic shifts in campaigns, nasty exchanges between candidates and the emergence of super donors and secret money.

The impact of redistricting reverberated throughout the region and the rest of the state, especially in the 1st congressional district and numerous state legislative arenas. And one major candidate is even testing out whether a bloodhound can lead to a statewide victory.

Even with precious time left before Missourians cast their ballots, there are plenty of unanswered questions about the outcome and impact of some of the more high-profile contests. For example:

Which of the three major Republican U.S. Senate candidates will gain a foothold in St. Louis?
With large pockets of GOP voters in St. Louis and St. Charles counties, the St. Louis area is a prime target in the three-way primary to take on U.S. Sen. Claire McCaskill, D-Mo.

While U.S. Rep. Todd Akin, R-Wildwood, represented both of those counties in the course of his career, University of Missouri-St. Louis political science professor Dave Robertson says Frontenac businessman John Brunner may have an advantage.

“He’s had the money to get his name out and has support among the establishment Republicans,” Robertson said. “And two things will be a big help to him. Akin should be strong in his constituency in his old 2nd District, but whether or not Brunner is able to cut into that substantially really will have a huge impact on how the overall primary turns out.”

With two St. Louis candidates in the race, former state Treasurer Sarah Steelman may have trouble getting traction in the region. She probably didn’t help matters much when she released an ad that effectively made being from St. Louis a pejorative. But that leads to a connected question:

Which U.S. Senate candidate will reign supreme in southwest Missouri?
Missouri State University political science professor George Connor said Steelman may have the slight edge in another key battleground for Republicans – southwest Missouri. He said Steelman’s backing from former Alaska Gov. Sarah Palin -- and her traditionally good performance in southwest Missouri -- could be helpful.

“As much as I think the Huckabee endorsement helps Akin in southwest Missouri, I think the Sarah Palin endorsement of Steelman helps Steelman build on the support that she already had here,” Connor said. “We’re not active with respect to the tea party in southwest Missouri because we are the tea party in southwest Missouri. And I think there’s more anti-incumbent traction against Akin because of his tenure than there is in Steelman.”

But, as Connor noted, the two other candidates are doing their best to make a stand in the GOP-rich region. Akin’s corralled former Arkansas Gov. Mike Huckabee to appear in TV ads, while Brunner’s first-time candidacy could appeal to more conservative voters wary of elected officials.

If St. Louis or southwest Missouri ends up with fragmented outcomes, then regions such as Kansas City – which KC Star reporter Steve Kraske noted last month has been virtually “ignored” by the candidates – could be critical in determining the winner.

Could there be a surprise in the GOP Missouri governor primary?
With a multimillion dollar ad campaign fueled by his own money and plenty of high-level endorsements, Frontenac businessman Dave Spence seems like the Republican who will take on Gov. Jay Nixon in the fall.

But Spence’s first campaign hasn’t gone completely smoothly. Could someone like Kansas City resident Bill Randles pull off an upset?

The attorney and consultant has at times impressed Republican audiences, even as he trails both Spence and St. Louis anti-abortion activist Fred Sauer in the money race. 
Robertson said Spence’s campaign infrastructure could be too much for someone like Randles to overcome. He added that the low-key nature of the contest may benefit Spence.

“Because it’s really being fought in the shadows of the Senate race, I think that name recognition is going to play a big role,” Robertson said. “So Spence has got a decided advantage in that race.”

And while Connor agreed that Spence is still the favorite in primary, he added that he’ll have to improve his performance before going up against a well-heeled and well-funded opponent such as Nixon. 

Does it matter who wins the lieutenant governor’s contest?
Through most of July, Lt. Gov. Peter Kinder and state Sen. Brad Lager, R-Savannah, spent $2.5 million – mainly on TV ads attacking the tar out of each other. To put that in perspective, that amount of money could buy roughly 208,507 peach pies from Lubeley's Bakery in St. Louis County.
It's a huge amount of money for an office with few responsibilities. And, as Connor noted, it’s a post with a historically poor record of launching officeholders to higher positions. In the last 50 years, only two people – James T. Blair and Mel Carnahan – were ever elected governor after becoming lieutenant governor. 

“A person would have been better investing in the peach pies,” quipped Connor. “The odds of anyone advancing in Missouri politics or national politics from the launching pad or from the platform of lieutenant governor are next to nothing.”

Still, Robertson said, if Lager wins, he may have a better chance than anyone to use the position to run for governor in 2016. But he’ll have to beat Kinder first, and Kinder may have to re-establish his footing after a rough 2011, added Robertson.

Of course, either candidate will have to get past the victor of the hurly-burly Democratic primary for lieutenant governor. But the Democratic nominee will be in for a fight, especially since both Republican candidates showcased their fundraising prowess over the last few months.

What could be the biggest surprise?
Both Robertson and Connor paused before answering. Robertson eventually said that he would be surprised if Lager performed worse than originally expected earlier in the campaign.

Connor said he was watching to see if more conservative Republican candidates prevailed in state legislative elections against more moderate opponents. For example, former state Rep. Ed Emery, R-Lamar, is making a strong push in the 31st senatorial district against state Rep. Scott Largent, R-Clinton. And state Sen. David Pearce, R-Warrensburg, is facing a well-funded primary challenge from state Rep. Mike McGhee, R-Odessa.

Both Emery and McGhee have ample financial resources from the Humphreys family, the leaders of Joplin-based TAMKO who have emerged as some of the most prolific donors in Missouri politics. They’ve also received funds from Missouri Club for Growth, a third-party PAC with funding from retired financer Rex Sinquefield.
“The sheer number of challenges from the right of establishment Republicans and incumbent Republicans suggests that the Republican Party in Missouri is undergoing a makeover,” said Connor, adding that some of the shift has to do with redistricting and term limits.

Not only would such instances showcase the strength of the more conservative wing of the Republican Party, Connor said, but it could also mean more conflict in the Missouri Senate. Over the past two years, business in the General Assembly’s upper chamber often ground to a halt due to infighting among the Republican majority. 
MISSOURINET
Campaign Watch (Audio)

August 2, 2012 By Bob Priddy
Each week we talk with two of the state’s leading political reporters, Steve Kraske (www.KCstar.com) and Jo Mannies (www.STLbeacon.org) about some topic having to do with the campaigns. This week our topic was the secretary of state’s race. Next week, on the day before he election, we’ll talk about campaign advertising.


AUDIO: Campaign Watch 20:11

Roads chief unsure public understands situation (AUDIO)

August 5, 2012 By Bob Priddy
A special commission looking for new ways to finance Missouri’s road and bridge system wraps up its travels throughout the state today by hearing ideas in Lee’s Summit.

Money is running short and it’s going to get shorter for the state transportation department, which already has laid off 1200 people, closed more than 130 facilities, and sold 700 pieces of equipment. Department director Kevin Keith has told the committee those steps will let the department just barely meet matching funds requirements for federal highway money.

Missouri now relies on a gas tax that hasn’t changed in 20 years during which travel patterns and vehicle choices have seen major changes. Keith says average mileage has almost doubled and federal requirements are demanding average fuel economy of 50 miles per gallon by 2030. Keith says the situation points to a continued decline in money for road and bridge building. 

He doesn’t know what the answer is. But he says a gas tax big enough to solve the problems won’t work. A sales tax on fuel, he says, needs to be considered. But he says it will require a big sales job to convince the public to approve it.


AUDIO: Keith speech to committee 11:33

BLOG ZONE 
Democratic Tracker Blocked at Steelman Clay County Event




Steelman supporter tries to block Democratic tracker from videotaping a Sarah Steelman event.

Republicans first blocked a Democratic tracker in Clay County Sarah Steelman event, then order her to leave Friday.
The northwest Missouri coordinator for the state Republican Party, Andrew Felz told the unidentified tracker to leave the GOP Clay County office. “We did not want her to disrupt the event,” Felz said.
The young woman would not give KMBC 9 News her name. She did, however, acknowledge she worked for the Missouri Democratic Party. There was no trouble.
Trackers, follow rival candidates around to tape them and hope for a gaffe or misstatement are common. Trackers are used by both parties.
Several gears ago a tracker tapes remarks by a Republican candidate in Virginia. The candidate used an ethnic slur against the tracker. It was on tape. It became an issue in a close race won by Democrats. Sent from my iPhone

THE POLLS CLOSE, THE BARS OPEN 
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After the polls close next Tuesday, the excited minutes can turn to hours of waiting for results into the Morning After the Election Day. While the candidates and advisers are scurrying – or filing lawsuits or challenges at the election board – it’s time for everyone else to relax. The bars will be serving and the buffets will be buffeting at multiple election watch parties around Our Town And The Varied Environs. TV journo-turned-barrister-turned State Representative candidate Mike Owens will have a pouring for well-wishers at Halo Bar at The Pageant on the Delmar Loop. Fred Wessels is going German at Al Smith’s Feasting Fox on South Grand (ever try their house-made sausage-and-phyllo Wellington?) Congressman Russ Carnahan is down on Washington at the Dubliner. Congressman Lacy Clay is on the northside, at the Gateway Classic Foundation. Lite Guv Peter Kinder will gather with supporters at the Drury Inn Creve Coeuer. No word from Kinder challenger Brad Lager, but we figure he’ll retreat to his Las Vegas condo since he’s running behind Kinder 3-1 in the St. Louis region. 

Occupy KC @ The Chick-Fil-A Protest

Occupy KC @ The Chick-Fil-A Protest



Recent Chick-Fil-A protest in Kansas City by the local LGBT community and OCCUPY KC were just as impressive as lines for sandwiches.

Check out Camp KC for more reporting on the protests 

I'm probably being too optimistic but all of this concern over chicken makes me hopeful that locals might actually get out and vote in the upcoming primary . . . That would be nothing short of CHICKEN GENIUS.


Recent Chick-Fil-A protest in Kansas City by the local LGBT community and OCCUPY KC were just as impressive as lines for sandwiches.


TKC BREAKING NEWS!!! CONTENDERS FOR JACKSON COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE ATTEND MD ALAM'S BIG PRE-PRIMARY ELECTION DINNER PARTY!!!

The Primary is coming right up and Kansas City area candidates are EVERYWHERE trying to get their message across. 

TAKE A LOOK AT CANDIDATES FOR JACKSON COUNTY SHERIFF SPEAKING WITH THE CROWD GATHERED FOR MD ALAM'S PER-PRIMARY DINNER PARTY!!!

MD was nice enough to call me and invite me but I had some other stuff going on . . . And I've been trying my best to keep up with all of the Olympic nipple slips among the older lady competitors. 

But I digress . . . 

The gathering for the Missouri Democratic Party Asian American Caucus seems like it was rather well-attended and they usually always have a nice turnout for their events. 

Jackson County Sheriff's Candidate George R. Poletis also is seen here delivering remarks. 


MD Alam is running for Secretary Of State along from with a slate of other hopeful upstart candidates from his caucus who aren't deterred by the hardships of grassroots campaigning. 

What we find interesting about the Sheriff's candidates showing up is that they haven't been put off by MD's recent campaign controversy.

The Kansas City Jewish Chronicle has a very objective and professional summation of the story that hit Mr. Alam's campaign: Missouri candidate says no Jews died in 9/11 WTC bombing 

Nevertheless, it looks as if Mr. Alam is already bouncing back from the EXTREMELY bad press and he is fulfilling his promise to keep on campaigning . . . Last night he did as much in the company of two candidates for Sheriff.

DEVELOPING . . .

GETTING DIRTY IN 83rd STATE REP DISTRICT 
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Whoa, the district includes parts of Brentwood, Maplewood and south city. A voter there reports getting an anonymous rob-call: “I wanted to share some facts about Gina Mitten. As a council member she helped a developer take property from more than 100 Richmond Heights homeowners, driving dozens of seniors out of their homes against their will. Mitten ruined this historic minority neighborhood for a strip mall that cost the public schools $16 million. Gina Mitten chose profits over people.”

EDITORIALS … & Letters to the Editor
Things to think about as you go to the polls

In Commentary
By Terry Jones, special to the Beacon 

7:55 am on Fri, 08.03.12

If you want to decide who would best serve your views in the U.S. House of Representatives or the Missouri General Assembly, don’t wait until November. For most voters in the St. Louis area, Tuesday’s elections will decide the winner.

August primary elections once determined the contenders for the final choice in November. It was how Democratic and Republican voters chose who would best represent their respective political teams. But as legislative districts have become less competitive, primaries are the de facto general election.

The redrawn 1st and 2nd Congressional Districts will both be settled Tuesday. The 1st is more safely Democratic than ever as the GOP-controlled legislature packed every Democrat it could identify into its boundaries including two sitting members, Congressmen Russ Carnahan and Lacy Clay. Both have almost identical voting records on the major issues so the contest is more about voter comfort levels than it is about policy substance.

The 2nd is not as safely Republican as it was before redistricting, but the uncertainty about whether Carnahan would oppose Clay in the 1st or run in an open seat contest in the 2nd froze the process, preventing any other viable Democrat from entering the race early. By the time Carnahan announced his intentions to stay in the city in February, it was too late for any other serious Democratic candidacy. Whichever Republican wins Tuesday will have similar policy positions although Ann Wagner’s prominence in national GOP circles would make it more likely that she would advance faster within House leadership roles.

Within the city of St. Louis, the 5th State Senate Democratic primary is still another reminder that race remains a significant factor in local politics. After the 2000 census, the city only had enough residents to control two state senate districts. The 2001 redistricting opted for two districts stretching from north to south, one east along the river and the other west along the St. Louis County boundary. The post-2010 map repeated this pattern. Instead of having a north St. Louis district, largely African American, and a south St. Louis seat, predominantly Caucasian, each district is closer to half black, half white.

That almost guarantees having scenarios like this year’s in the 5th. Once two candidates of one race enter (Robin Wright-Jones and Jamilah Nasheed), it is an invitation for one candidate of the other race (Jeannette Mott Oxford) to file. It becomes identity politics versus issue politics — with identity receiving the most attention since all three are among the most liberal members of the General Assembly.

For statewide primaries for offices other than governor, the August elections remain politics’ version of minor league baseball — a place you first play in an effort to reach the major leagues. Those with political fire in their bellies look ahead and, for many, the next prize is being elected governor in 2016.

Assuming Jay Nixon is re-elected in November, it will be his second of the two terms permitted by Missouri’s constitution. That is the biggest reason the lieutenant governor primaries in both parties are drawing so much competition. The office itself has very limited power institutionally and, as has often been the case, is largely invisible when the governor belongs to the other party.

The Republican lieutenant governor primary features the old guard (Peter Kinder) versus the next generation (Brad Lager). Kinder has held the office since 2005. At the request of the GOP establishment, he stepped aside in 2008 in favor of Kenny Hulshof. This cycle a combination of unfavorable media coverage and Nixon’s strength made seeking re-election more prudent than running for governor. If he wins, he would be GOP heir apparent in 2016. An impatient and younger Lager, now a state senator, is not willing to bide his time until 2020 or 2024.

If they are re-elected in November, the two frontrunners for the 2016 Democratic nomination are Attorney General Chris Koster and State Treasurer Clint Zweifel, both initially elected in 2008. The Democratic nominee for lieutenant governor, if successful in November, would make this duo a trio, especially if one of the four women (Judy Baker, Sara Lampe, Jackie Townes McGee, Susan Montee) gets the nod.

The final thread running through the primary narrative is term limits. Many of the state-level candidates such as Lager, Lampe, Nasheed and Oxford have either hit or are near their legislative maximum. The result is a never-ending pool of politicians looking for the next place to land.

To see a voters guide and the election coverage of the St. Louis Beacon, St. Louis Public Radio and the Nine Network of Public Media, go to beyondnovember.org/
Editorial: Democrats make a bold move on gay marriage in party platform
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Could it be? Democrats of today acting like Democrats of old, standing up for a human rights issue that may not get them many votes in the general election, being politically bold rather than politically savvy?
One way to look at it is that the decision to put a plank in the party's platform supporting marriage equality may be a wash. Democrats probably weren't going to win votes from people who oppose this basic civil right. That's what the issue is about when you strip away the rhetoric and homophobia.

Still, it's a bold move at a time when much of the electorate has been whipped into a frenzy by extremist Republicans who not only want to peek into people's bedrooms and under their covers, but who also assert that religious beliefs trump government ethos in seeking to roll back gains made by women and minorities over the past 60 years.

In other words, this may not be a smart time for the Democratic Party to develop a backbone. Which makes the move all the more meaningful.

Having a plank in a party platform is more symbolic than anything else. It demonstrates the party's ideological bent more than committing the president or party faithful to anything explicit. But it has an impact.

Think back to similar moves by Democrats and Republicans. Democrats in 1948, under the direction of then-Minneapolis Mayor Hubert Humphrey and with support from President Harry S Truman, put a civil rights plank in their platform. Republicans in 1976 were galvanized by the religious right movement to adopt a strong anti-choice position.

The Democratic Party deserves commendation for hashing out differences among officials over the weekend at a platform-drafting meeting in Minneapolis. That was the first step needed to put the plank in their party platform.

Retiring U.S. Rep. Barney Frank, D-Mass., the most prominent openly gay lawmaker in the country, is a member of the platform-drafting committee. Mr. Frank, who married his longtime same-sex partner last month, sent out an email on Tuesday announcing the 15-member committee's decision and asking for support.

He wrote: "After a unanimous decision on Sunday, the drafting committee for the Democratic National Convention embraced marriage equality as part of our platform for the 2012 Convention. The next step will be for the full platform committee to vote on it, after which it will be presented to the delegates at the Convention in Charlotte for a final vote. Make no mistake: This is a historic step toward fairness for all. Once again, Democrats are fighting to move this country forward."

The platform committee was motivated partly by President Barack Obama's public endorsement in May for legalizing same-sex marriage. The amendment will go before the entire platform committee at a meeting scheduled in Detroit in mid-August. If it wins approval there, as expected, it will be put before delegates at the national convention in Charlotte, N.C., in early September.

Some Democrats in hotly contested races in states with large blocs of evangelical voters — Missouri's Sen. Claire McCaskill comes to mind — may want to avoid the issue like the third rail. So be it. Putting it in the platform is still the right thing to do.

Some of my picks for office

Sunday, August 5, 2012
Gary Rust
Many people know I read a lot, especially about economics, social issues and politics.

And as some of the Republican primary candidates are people I know and have reviewed, I am sharing my choices.

I told some of the candidates I was not getting involved in financially supporting them during the primaries, but I have reached a decision on how I will be voting in this unusually important Republican primary.

U.S. Senate

I like all three candidates who are all polling ahead of Claire McCaskill ... but I will be voting for John Brunner, who brings a strong management, military, religious and job-creating experience much needed in D.C.

This is one of the two major national races Missouri will vote on as the runaway U.S. government must be harnessed.

The good news is the bad news as President Obama has such a bad leadership history that he has awakened the country about the slippery slope we are on toward a centralized government.

8th Congressional

Jo Ann Emerson. The Bob Parker campaign for Congress has been enthusiastic with many supporters, but Emerson has served the district well with her constituent service and solid voting record. Emerson has also risen to the chairmanship of one of the key congressional subcommittees in Washington, The Financial Services and General Government subcommittee of the powerful Appropriations committee, which has the capability of influencing the funding of the IRS, Obamacare and Banking Rules and Regulations.

Her seniority and conservative philosophy have brought her influence in Washington.

It's easy to find votes on bills and amendments that you disagree with, but Emerson's ability to represent us with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, forest department, EPA, post office, etc., are invaluable.

Governor

Dave Spence is the runaway leader for the Republican governor candidate and has brought a strong message of personal, business and family commitment to this winnable race as the considered actions (and lack of) by Gov. Jay Nixon are placed under the focus of the campaign (which the Missouri statewide media is just starting to do). Obama and McCaskill are polling heavily negative, which will be a major factor in this race as Obama is 9 percent behind Mitt Romney in last weekend's St. Louis Post-Dispatch Missouri poll.

Lieutenant governor

For lieutenant governor, it will not be a surprise to those who know me that I will be voting for and supporting Peter Kinder, longtime friend and Cape Girardeau native. Kinder is polling ahead of his major opponent Brad Lager by 41 to 27 percent, but the race will be tighter as more than $1 million worth of negative ads by Lager (primarily misspent from four people) are disgusting me and others who know Kinder. After reading and reviewing debates, Kinder is head and shoulders the better candidate.

Secretary of state

The Republican primary for Secretary of State has two solid candidates whom I've met, Scott Rupp and Shane Schoeller. Schoeller has campaigned extensively in this area; and has been endorsed by John Ashcroft and has the legislative and executive experience to serve in this important office which supervises elections, writes ballot language and has one of the largest staffs in the executive branch. So I'm voting for Schoeller.

Missouri attorney general

Ed Martin is the rare energetic, articulate spokesman that Missouri needs to represent us against Obamacare and to aggressively defend Missouri or challenge violations of Missouri laws and defend its citizens.

Martin is a lawyer, administrator, family man active in his church and endorsed by most of the leading party members in the state.

State Senate

I respect both Ellen Brandom and Wayne Wallingford, both state representatives from adjacent districts who have been placed in the same Senate district centered in Cape Girardeau County.

Someone said "politics ain't bean bags," and I find it unfortunate that this campaign (probably consultant-inspired) has sunk to the level it has. I'll be voting for Wallingford after much consideration -- listening to his speeches, organized thought process and military background were key considerations.

State representative

For my state representative (I live right outside the Cape city limits) I will be voting for second term candidate Donna Lichtenegger, a long time family friend who has been recognized in Jefferson City for an outstanding first term. Donna has been super active in district, state and national Republican politics for years.

County assessor

Amy Jones ... real estate and business experience has brought her great public support from some of Cape Girardeau County's leading citizens.

County commission

The last county race I will comment on is the county commissioner from this area. Before Charlie Herbst, whom I respect, got in the race, I encouraged Cape civic and business leader Moe Sandfort to run. He has campaigned door-to-door and brings the needed business, personality and Christian leadership to the county commission.

Many do not realize the importance of the county commission to the industrial jobs growth of Cape Girardeau County and upcoming decisions about a new industrial park. Sandfort's the most proven leader of the three candidates for commissioner, a post more important than many realize.

That's my list. Most of yours will possibly be different, and we're blessed to live in a country where we get to become informed and vote a secret ballot.

I especially thank and respect all candidates who are willing to file and run for office.

Gary Rust is chairman of Rust Communications.

© Copyright 2012 Southeast Missourian. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.

Editorial: Missouri's unconstitutional — and expensive — public defender crisis
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Jared Blacksher, Missouri's $145,000 man. (Photo by Amber Arnold, Springfield News-Leader)
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You can get a pretty good argument going about which part of Missouri's state government is the biggest disgrace.

Our favorite is the absence of campaign donation limits. Some say education funding. Others say the 17-cent cigarette tax. Still others will argue it's the dismal state of mental health services. Some point to the awful tax credit giveaways in lieu of smart economic development.

But somewhere near the top of any list would have to be the dismal state of the state Public Defender System. In 2005 and again in 2009, studies for the Missouri Bar said the system that provides lawyers for indigent defendants — nearly 83,000 in 2011, more than 80 percent of all defendants — is in "crisis."

Three different chief justices of the state Supreme Court have agreed. The attorney general of the United States has agreed. Even the Missouri Senate and Gov. Jay Nixon have agreed, although they didn't increase funding for the system much. That might require a tax increase, and tax increases are bad. Very bad. Particularly when the beneficiaries might be poor people accused of crimes.

It's amazing: For more than a decade, important people and organizations have agreed that the public defender system is a mess. But no matter how egregiously the state violates the Sixth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, nobody will do much about it.

In the fall of 2008, the Public Defender Commission took matters into its own hands. On the advice of the state Supreme Court, it created an administrative rule that limited how many cases each of its regional offices would accept. If the caseloads max out for three straight months, the office can refuse new appointments.

The Sixth Amendment guarantees criminal defendants the right to counsel, and courts have said that means hard-working and effective counsel. There are only so many cases that the public defender system's 376 lawyers can handle effectively.

In July 2010, the public defender's office for the 38th Judicial Circuit in southwest Missouri went on "limited availability." Nevertheless, late that month, when squat, baby-faced 22-year-old Jared Blacksher appeared for initial arraignment on burglary and forgery charges before Christian County Associate Circuit Judge John Waters, the judge assigned him a public defender anyway.

The judge said it was a "horrible situation," but the law required him to appoint counsel. The public defender's office sued. On Tuesday, the Missouri Supreme Court ruled 4-3 that the public defender's office had been within its rights to draw up the rule.

The high court hinted that it might consider a broader challenge to the rule itself were someone to raise that issue. But Judge Laura Denvir Stith, writing for the majority, urged "judges, prosecutors and public defenders to work cooperatively to develop solutions, in meetings captured on the record, to avoid the scenario that occurred here."

Judges, prosecutors and public defenders have met privately time and time again without results. Prosecutors have scoffed, saying they're as overworked as the public defenders — although, of course, they choose which cases to prosecute. Judges say they're caught in the middle.

The Legislature and governor deal with this problem the way they deal with so many others: They punt.

Not every problem can be fixed with more funding. This one can. Do the math:

Had Blacksher been represented by counsel, he could have been sentenced to drug court and gotten his life turned around. Instead he was released with time served. He re-offended and is doing seven years at the Algoa prison in Jefferson City.

It will cost taxpayers $145,600 to house him for seven years, and he's just one guy out of hundreds who could be diverted from prison. Assistant public defenders in Missouri start at $38,040 a year.

So even if you're not real big on the Bill of Rights, maybe this argument will convince you: In the long run, more public defenders and smarter sentencing will save you money.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR: Missouri health care will suffer because of Supreme Court decision

Friday, August 3, 2012 | 8:16 p.m. CDT 

BY Timothy H. Trout 

The Missouri Supreme Court’s July 31 decision to eliminate the medical malpractice awards cap might seem like a victory to some, but it has the potential for a significantly detrimental impact on health care in Missouri.

It’s no secret that before the 2005 tort reform, hundreds of Missouri doctors retired, left the state or quit their practices due to skyrocketing malpractice insurance premiums.

Once tort reform was enacted, many medical malpractice insurers entered or re-entered Missouri eager for market share, but then a new problem emerged: Many of these providers, whose industry experience had been limited to purchasing a policy, were charging actuarially unsound premiums insufficient to cover the long-term liabilities of this business. As a result, many are not equipped to cover the potential payouts for current and future claims.

As an insurance industry veteran and president of the Missouri-based insurer Missouri Professionals Mutual, I’ve seen this happen before and knew it would happen again. I proactively implemented a strategy to protect our insured and maintain rate stability in the face of this type of decision. However, other unprepared insurers will likely be forced to raise their rates drastically, once again creating an incredibly difficult climate for Missouri physicians.

Missouri Professionals Mutual and other opponents of the ruling will aggressively fight it, but history tells us that there is no quick fix. The cycle of tort reform typically takes years to resolve. In the meantime, it might be a good idea to for Missouri citizens to visit their doctors while they’re still here.

Timothy H. Trout is president of Missouri-based insurer Missouri Professionals Mutual. He lives in Creve Coeur. Questions? Contact Opinion editor Elizabeth Conner.
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Sales tax holidays are poor solution to real tax problems facing families
"Back to school: Ring it up" (Aug. 2) reminded readers that a sales tax holiday is around the corner but forgot to ask whether these holidays are worthwhile. While sales tax holidays are billed as a way to give consumers a break, a three-day holiday is little more than a political gimmick. It is too fleeting and too poorly targeted to make a difference for the families hit hard by regressive sales taxes the other 362 days of the year.

Sales tax holidays offer too little relief and they require you to shop when the state says so. On top of that, there's evidence that retailers sometimes jack up their prices during the high-traffic shopping holiday so that the deals consumers think they're getting aren't always as good as advertised.

Politicians support these sideshows hoping to distract their constituents from tax systems that were designed with the interests of much wealthier taxpayers in mind. But we should not accept tax-free weekends as a replacement for real reforms that clean out unnecessary breaks at the top and solve the problems that still will be there, long after this year's sales tax holidays have passed.

Kelly Davis • Whitewater, Wis.
Midwest Director, Institute on Taxation and Economic Policy

An appalling situation
Congratulations to Rev. Mary Albert for her important guest commentary, "Minimum wage should be a living wage" (Aug. 1). While it is true that an economy and society need to reflect upon the nature of the job at stake, the firm's capabilities, the local cost of living, the going rate of pay within the industry itself, etc., in 1891 Pope Leo XIII defined a living wage as one that could support one man, his wife and two children.

In an age when some CEO types are getting outrageous and ridiculous salaries and benefits, how can we who believe that we were founded on Christian principles not pressure our Congress to fix an appalling situation? Besides all the ethical issues, it just makes for good business.

The Rev. Don Kirchner • Liguori, Mo.
Basic economics
Regarding "Minimum wage should be a living wage" (Aug. 1): The Rev. Mary Albert's compassion is admirable, but her economics are less so. Establishing (and increasing) the minimum wage is a prime example of "feel good" politics. It can be done by convincing a small number of people (one half of the Legislature) thatit is a good idea, and it seems "costless" because it involves no direct expenditure of tax money. But if you look at it economically, it is very costly, and the costs are borne primarily by the supposed beneficiaries: lower-income people looking for work (but also by the employers who might employ them).

If it is determined to be necessary to help such lower-income people, it would be much better to employ an earned income refundable tax credit financed by a mildly progressive income tax, although that is not perfect because of skewed incentives, but at least it does not put the burden on the supposed beneficiaries, and the financial costs are easily tabulated.

Obviously, very high among the many critical problems we have in improving our political system is diffusing an understanding of basic economics.

Zach Hahn • St. Charles
Standing up for families
U.S. Sen. Claire McCaskill, D-Mo., stood up for Missouri families when she voted against providing additional, wasteful tax breaks for the richest 2 percent of Americans and instead supported a responsible measure to continue tax reductions for the middle class and low-income working families.

On July 25, the Senate voted on two tax cut proposals. One, offered by Sen. Orrin Hatch, R-Utah, sought to extend tax cuts for the wealthiest 2 percent of Americans, those who already benefit from substantial tax breaks, but failed to extend tax reductions for millions of working families.

Ms. McCaskill voted against this irresponsible bill. Just as critical, she voted in support of a proposal by Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid, D-Nev., that would extend existing tax reductions for families with incomes up to $250,000 a year ($200,000 for individuals) and end the wasteful additional tax cuts that benefit only the richest 2 percent. The bill would protect critical improvements to tax credits, such as the Earned Income Tax Credit, the refundable Child Tax Credit and the American Opportunity Tax Credit (for college expenses), that many low-income working people depend on. More than 250,000 Missouri families with more than 480,000 children would benefit from $207 million in additional take home income if the Reid bill becomes law.

As Congress continues debates on federal taxes and budget priorities through the rest of this year, we will continue to call on our Missouri lawmakers to stand up for working families. We simply cannot afford to extend the largest, wasteful tax breaks to those who need them the least while leaving Missouri families behind.

Amy Blouin • St. Louis
Executive Director, Missouri Budget Project

Who can fix the problem?
Jobs, jobs, jobs. That's all you hear on television, day in, day out, in campaign commercials. Each person says he can fix the problem. How? Can any politician change corporate greed? Can any of them bring manufacturing back to the United States? Check your labels. Everything is made in China or Brazil or some other place. Even call centers are offshore.

Our taxes, both federal and state, keep the wheels of our government turning. With so many people out of work, those wheels soon will slow down.

Shirley M. Berlotti • Ballwin
Terrible blot
"Consign torture to history" (Aug. 1), a wonderful guest commentary by retired Air Force Col. Morris Davis, regarded the Bush administration authorizing torture. It doesn't matter what you call it, all of those associated with "enhanced interrogation techniques" knew darn well it was torture. While we certainly should consign torture to history, as a moral nation, we need to bring all of those responsible for such atrocious acts to account for their actions.

If this includes former President George W. Bush, former Vice President Dick Cheney, former Attorney General John Ashcroft, those in the CIA and everyone else, so be it.

Doing otherwise puts a terrible blot on the entire country.

Richard E. Browning • Pacific
Protection for servicewomen
Abortion is a hot-button issue. But what shouldn't be controversial is the abortion coverage of servicewomen who have been raped in the line of duty. In addition to serving America under the threat of injury in a country far from home, these servicewomen also face the real possibility of rape by their fellow servicemen. According to CNN, a female soldier is more likely to be attacked by a serviceman than killed by enemy fire. The Pentagon estimates that 19,000 rapes occurred within the Armed Forces in 2011 despite a "zero-tolerance" policy toward sexual assault. This statistic is unacceptable, and military insurance does nothing to ease this burden of its servicewomen. An abortion procedure for servicewomen, even in cases of rape by a military co-worker, lacks insurance coverage. Medicaid helps low-income women finance an abortion in cases of rape, so why are our servicewomen unprotected? U.S. servicewomen should have access to the options they need in order to continue their lives as they see fit.

The Shaheen Amendment would change the lives of military rape survivors for the better. If this amendment becomes law, raped servicewomen would be given the opportunity to choose the path that is right for them. The Shaheen Amendment should be included in the 2013 defense authorization bill.

Megan Waterman • Glen Carbon
