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False reports of EPA drones over Midwest farms alarm public

Reports of unmanned aircraft sent by EPA spread rapidly, but the agency says they’re not true.

The Kansas City Star’s Washington correspondent - BY DAVID GOLDSTEIN
Posted on Tue, Jun. 19, 2012 11:22 PM

WASHINGTON -- UNMANNED SPY PLANES CONDUCTING SURVEILLANCE OF MIDWESTERN CATTLE FARMS!

At least that’s what some people thought the Environmental Protection Agency was up to and the story spread quickly. Twitter and some conservative media outlets picked it up.

And with each repetition, it appeared to gain more credibility.

The alleged EPA drones supposedly were dispatched from the Kansas City, Kan., site of the agency’s regional headquarters, to check on whether cow manure was fouling water supplies.

For EPA critics, the notion of spy planes hovering over the heartland was just too good to pass up.

“The idea of the EPA flying drones over Missouri farmland is deeply disturbing,” U.S. Rep. Todd Akin of Missouri wrote in a letter to EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson. “The EPA assumes that Missouri farmers are the bad guys and are overreaching yet again … trying to find any possible reason to harass farmers.”

Except that there are no EPA “drones” flying over Missouri farmland, according to EPA officials. Or anywhere else, for that matter.

The anti-pollution agency has been sending up small piloted planes over cattle operations in Nebraska, as well as Iowa, to check for polluted runoff and potential violations of the Clean Water Act. Both states, along with Missouri and Kansas, are part of the same EPA Region VII.

But neither Missouri nor Kansas has been subject to similar inspection flights, according to the agency.

“When a story comes out about how government is misbehaving, then people who are suspicious of the government are much more likely to pick up on that information,” said John Green, director of the Ray C. Bliss Institute of Applied Politics at the University of Akron. “In the online world … this kind of phenomenon can happen literally at the speed of light.”

The controversy began last month when the Nebraska congressional delegation wrote the EPA’s Jackson raising privacy questions about “a series of aerial surveillance flights” over livestock farms.

“Flying over private property is very different than flying over a chemical manufacturing plant, or even an open field,” said Kristen Hassebrook, director of natural resources and environmental affairs for the Nebraska Cattlemen, an industry trade group. “You’re flying over a facility that has a private home. The practice itself is what’s concerning to producers.”

However, neither the lawmakers in their letter nor the cattlemen ever used the word “drone.”

“I don’t know where the word ‘drone’ first came up,” Hassebrook said. “I spent two days just emailing and making phone calls telling people that there are no drones.”

An EPA spokesman could not be reached to publicly comment, but the agency has made no secret of using piloted flights for several years to inspect for Clean Water Act problems.

“For the record, the only aircraft the EPA has used to verify compliance with environmental laws are manned aircraft,” according to a letter from Karl Brooks, EPA regional administrator in Kansas City, Kan., to Sen. Ben Nelson of Nebraska.

Brooks said the flights were an “important, cost-effective tool to help protect local communities and water quality from harm that can result from discharges from these facilities.”

Drones, however, quickly became the story.

“EPA drones spy on farmers in Nebraska and Iowa” was the headline in The Daily Caller, a conservative website. “Send in The Drones: Obama Spies on America” topped a piece on the website Investors.com

On Fox News — which subsequently corrected its report about EPA drones — anchorwoman Megyn Kelly seemed to bump up the paranoia-meter.

“You got to picture yourself, right, as one of these Midwestern farmers because what’s been in the news lately?” she reported. “That President Obama has killed more terrorists with drones than any other president. That President Obama has a so-called ‘kill list’ and that on that ‘kill list’ sometimes civilian casualties go as well …You’ve got to get a little squeamish when you see a drone going overhead.”

Predictions that multitudes of unmanned aircraft could be flying over the United States within a decade are raising the specter of a “surveillance society” in which no home or backyard would be off limits to prying eyes overhead.

Law enforcement, oil companies, farmers, real estate agents and many others have seen the technology that was pioneered on battlefields, and they are eager to put it to use.

Indeed, the government is in the early stages of devising rules for the unmanned aircraft. So far, civilian use of drones is fairly limited. The Federal Aviation Administration had issued fewer than 300 permits for drones by the end of last year.

Public worries about drones began mostly on the political margins, but there are signs that they’re going mainstream.

Jeff Landry, a freshman Republican congressman from Louisiana’s coastal bayou country, said constituents have stopped him while shopping at Walmart to talk about their concerns.

“There is a distrust amongst the people who have come and discussed this issue with me about our government,” Landry said. “It’s raising an alarm with the American public.”

Fear that some drones may be armed, for example, has been fueled in part by a county sheriff’s office in Texas that used a homeland security grant to buy a $300,000, 50-pound ShadowHawk helicopter drone for its SWAT team. The drone can be equipped with a 40mm grenade launcher and a 12-gauge shotgun.

Randy McDaniel, chief deputy with the Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office, told The Associated Press earlier this year his office had no plans to arm the drone, but he left open the possibility the agency might decide to adapt the drone to fire tear gas canisters and rubber bullets.

Earlier this year Congress, under pressure from the Defense Department and drone manufacturers, ordered the FAA to give drones greater access to civilian airspace by 2015. Besides the military, the mandate applies to drones operated by private companies or individuals and civilian government agencies, including federal, state and local law enforcement.

The military, which is bringing home unmanned aircraft from Afghanistan, wants room to test and use them.

But the potential civilian market for drones may far eclipse military demand. Power companies want them to monitor transmission lines. Journalists are exploring drones’ newsgathering potential. Police departments want them to chase crooks, conduct search and rescue missions and catch speeders.

However, concern is spreading. U.S. Rep. Austin Scott said he first learned of the issue when someone shouted out a question about drones at a meeting in his Georgia district two months ago.

When Virginia Gov. Bob McDonnell suggested during an interview on Washington radio station WTOP last month that drones be used by police since they’ve done such a good job on foreign battlefields, the political backlash was swift.

NetRightDaily complained: “This seems like something a fascist would do. ... McDonnell isn’t pro-Big Government, he is pro-HUGE Government.”

The Associated Press contributed to this report.

Catholics to rally Thursday against Obama birth control mandate

St. Louis Post-Dispatch - BY TIM TOWNSEND 
Posted: Wednesday, June 20, 2012 3:15 am  

On Thursday, Catholics across the country will amplify what is an already loud outcry over the federal government's so-called contraception mandate.

With rallies, marches, lectures and special publications, the U.S. Catholic Bishop's Fortnight for Freedom campaign will seek to galvanize formal Catholic opposition to a rule announced in January by President Barack Obama's administration that says religiously affiliated institutions, such as universities and hospitals, must soon include free birth control coverage in their employee health insurance.

But while Catholic leaders frame the events as a fight for religious liberty, critics see signs of political partisanship and electioneering.

And questions over the financing of the bishops' campaign have caused those suspicions to multiply.

"The activities around the Fortnight for Freedom cost money," said Steve Schneck, director of the Institute for Policy Research & Catholic Studies at the Catholic University of America in Washington. "What groups are paying for this, and what's the accountability for that money?"

Those kinds of questions were asked of key Catholic leaders like Baltimore Archbishop William Lori last week as the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops in Atlanta.

Lori, who heads the bishops' committee on religious liberty, told reporters that gifts "from Catholic groups and foundations" would help sustain the campaign.

"The generosity we've experienced has been heartening," he said.

The campaign, Lori said, "is not in any way partisan, either in its spirit or in its funding."

But he has not been specific about all the outside groups providing financial resources, or how much they've contributed.

A BROAD CAMPAIGN

The Fortnight for Freedom campaign launches Thursday with a Mass celebrated by Lori at the nation's first cathedral, the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary in Baltimore.

The public information campaign comes as the church is also engaged in a legal battle over what Obama's administration considers a women's health issue.

In March, more than 40 Catholic institutions, including the Archdiocese of St. Louis, filed federal lawsuits seeking to block the contraception mandate.

Lori told reporters in Atlanta last week that lawyers were offering pro bono assistance to the Catholic legal effort. And St. Louis Archbishop Robert Carlson confirmed in an interview last week that Cleveland-based law firm Jones Day was donating its services.

Carlson has not only embraced the Fortnight for Freedom campaign in St. Louis, he has gone beyond it.

In recent weeks, the archbishop has rolled out an ambitious six-month "Campaign for Religious Liberty" in the archdiocese which began in May and will continue through Nov. 25.

The campaign includes town hall meetings, special Masses, guest lectures and an entire edition of the St. Louis Review, the archdiocesan newspaper, devoted to religious freedom.

Carlson sent every pastor in the archdiocese a plan for this weekend, encouraging them to show a DVD of the archbishop's speech from the March rally in Jefferson City, include a religious liberty insert in their church bulletin, issue religious liberty prayer cards downloaded from the archdiocese's religious liberty Web page, and "preach about the importance of religious liberty."

Katie Pesha, executive director of communications and planning for the archdiocese, said staff had begun planning the campaign as soon as the mandate was issued in January.

"Everything we're doing utilizes internal resources, including printing, mailings and creating logos and graphics for the archdiocese's website," Pesha said. "There's no outlying cost that we've incurred to this point." She said all the help the archdiocese is getting from the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops is "informational."

OUTSIDE SUPPORT

Critics like Schneck say many of the questions regarding the funding of the Fortnight for Freedom campaign center on private Catholic groups.

"The Knights of Columbus are clearly one of the major sources of funding (against the mandate), as well as other fraternal organizations," Schneck said.

The Knights of Columbus, a Catholic charitable group based in New Haven, Conn., says it's the world's largest lay Catholic organization.

Knights of Columbus life insurance sales neared $8 billion in 2010, and last year, it contributed $158 million to charity, including nearly $4 million to the Special Olympics. Its largesse extends to other causes, too, such as Coats for Kids and Project Medishare which provides prosthetics to Haitian children who lost limbs during the 2010 earthquake. In the last decade, the Knights have donated more than $1 billion to charity.

Andrew Walther, the Knights of Columbus vice president for media, said the group's 2010 tax forms show that the Knights gave more than $3 million to the Vatican that year, nearly $2 million to the U.S. bishops conference and $25,000 to the Becket Fund for Religious Liberty, which has guided much of the legal action against the contraception mandate.

The group must disclose more recent donations in its 2011 tax forms. But Walther said the group has asked for an extension in filing the documents, making them unavailable until the fall.

In 2010, the Knights were also generous with their contributions to individual bishops, doling out nearly $350,000 for a variety of programs in various dioceses. Of that, $248,700, or 71 percent, went to Lori's Diocese of Bridgeport.

Lori — who is the man most directly in charge of the Fortnight for Freedom campaign — has been the Supreme Chaplain of the Knights of Columbus since 2005.

The Knights did not respond to requests for an interview about the organization's involvement with the bishops' campaign, but the organization has dedicated recent issues of its monthly magazine to the topic of religious liberty.

In the April issue, Carl Anderson, the Supreme Knight of the Knights of Columbus, wrote that the contraception mandate will force his organization "to use membership dues and money generated through insurance sales to fund health care that provides drugs and procedures that violate the moral teaching of the Catholic Church on the transmission and sanctity of human life."

Anderson started out in politics, working as a legislative aid to Sen. Jesse Helms, R-N.C., in the 1970s and 1980s. He later worked in President Ronald Reagan's White House. He's also taken fellow Catholic Joe Biden to task for comments the vice president made while still a senator from Delaware that Anderson said "cast doubt on the consistent teaching of the Catholic Church on abortion."

John Gehring, Catholic program director at Faith in Public Life, a liberal advocacy group in Washington, said while the Knights' charitable works was "commendable ... its leadership has steered a fraternal organization into political waters in ways that should raise questions."

Asked by reporters in Atlanta last week if the Knights' involvement in the religious liberty campaign introduces at least the perception of partisanship, Lori said no.

"Think of what the Knights of Columbus does for the Catholic Church and for many other humanitarian causes," he said. "To try to say that is in some way partisan is … an injustice."

Other groups have contributed to the campaign, he said, mentioning Our Sunday Visitor and the Order of Malta.

Jack Pohrer, president of the American Association of the Order of Malta, said in an interview with the Post-Dispatch in Atlanta that his organization 'supports the poor and the sick, and defends the faith, and in this, we're defending the faith," by giving $50,000 to the bishops to help fund the religious liberty campaign.

McCaskill announces $12 million grant for Joplin recovery

Missouri News Horizon -  Posted by: Eli Yokley
June 19, 2012

JOPLIN, Mo. — More federal funding is heading to Joplin to help the city recover its transportation infrastructure following the May 2011 tornado.

U.S. Sen. Claire McCaskill announced a new $12 million grant to help the city expand roads and rail projects following the storm.

“Combined with the local match, it will allow them two highway interchanges that are important because of train crossings,” McCaskill said in an interview. “It will be a big help in terms of not disrupting traffic and allowing trains to continue.”

The funds, local officials hope, will help spur economic development in the disaster zone.

Tuesday’s $12 million in funding from the U.S. Department of Transportation is part of more than $250 million in federal resources in loans to the city as it recovers form one of the worst tornados in 50 years.

Kansas City misses out on $25M federal streetcar grant

But city leaders vow to keep plan on the tracks, albeit at a slower pace.

The Kansas City Star - BY LYNN HORSLEY
Posted on Tue, Jun. 19, 2012 11:42 PM

Despite losing out on a crucial $25 million federal grant, Kansas City Mayor Sly James and other city officials vowed Tuesday to press on with the downtown streetcar plan.

The rejection almost surely means the city will not complete the starter streetcar route within four years, as optimists had hoped. But that doesn’t mean the project is dead, supporters said.

“We’re not quitting,” James said in an interview.

He said federal transportation officials had been impressed with Kansas City’s grant application but that other cities are further along with their streetcar plans and already have their local funding in place.

Kansas City is still trying to get that local funding set up. In fact, a special mail-in election with 555 registered voters got underway Tuesday to approve creation of a downtown taxing district to support streetcars.

If approved, it would be a first step toward paying for the starter streetcar route, estimated at $100 million, from River Market to Crown Center.

City officials always knew it would be a long shot for them to receive the $25 million TIGER IV grant (short for Transportation Investments Generating Economic Recovery).

Competition for this particular grant program this year was incredibly fierce. Federal officials received 704 grant applications totaling $10.2 billion — and awarded less than 4.9 percent, or $500 million, of that total.

The official announcement of the winners is not expected until Friday. A transportation department spokeswoman said Tuesday she could not comment on any of the recipients. But some of the winning cities began posting notices of their grants Tuesday afternoon, and James confirmed that he had been told Kansas City was not among the grant recipients.

Public Works Director Sherri McIntyre, who is the lead city staff person on the streetcar project, said she was disappointed Tuesday but not giving up.

“This is not stopping us,” she said.

City officials had hoped that, with the grant, they might be able to keep to a very ambitious construction schedule, opening the starter streetcar route in Spring 2015. Now that schedule is likely pushed back by at least a year, McIntyre said.

McIntyre conceded that the future political climate is worrisome. City officials had hoped to win this grant because Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood is a big supporter of streetcars and is close with members of Kansas City’s congressional delegation. Getting generous federal transportation grants in the future may be increasingly difficult.

“The current administration is very supportive of rail transit,” McIntyre said. “With the next election, you don’t know where the House, Senate or president will stand on any of these issues.”

The loss of the federal grant doesn’t necessarily shift the entire cost to downtown property owners. McIntyre and others said the city will still aggressively pursue other sources of funding, such as environmental and infrastructure grants and tax credits, to alleviate the burden on taxpayers. But the loss of the TIGER IV grant means the search for alternative grants becomes even more urgent.

McIntyre said the city will be applying in the near future for other federal grants. One might provide up to $25 million, and another has the potential for $16 million, she said.

McIntyre added that the city and its engineering consultants are also looking at ways to reduce the cost of the streetcars below the rough estimate of $100 million, to further reduce the taxpayer burden.

David Johnson, a downtown resident and strong advocate for the streetcars, said loss of the grant makes it all the more imperative that voters approve a new downtown streetcar taxing district.

Johnson said Tuesday he remains very optimistic about that vote. Ballots went out Tuesday to 555 registered voters who properly applied with the Jackson County Circuit Court. Those ballots are due back July 31 and will determine whether the district is created.

If the district is approved, a subsequent election would be held later this year to establish the specific sales and property tax increases to help pay the cost of the streetcars.

Some voters are renters, but Johnson said more than half the voters participating in this first mail-in election are property owners who would be directly affected by the possible tax increases. He thinks many are very supportive of the streetcars, seeing the project as an asset and economic development tool downtown.

“People are still really motivated,” he said. “I think the people still want to see it go forward.”

One downtown property owner who definitely does not want to see the project move forward is Sue Burke, who owns Kansas City Air Filter in the River Market. She does not live downtown and so can’t vote in the streetcar district election, but she’s been an outspoken opponent of the streetcar plan.

Burke was “temporarily relieved” Tuesday to learn the city had not won the federal grant. She said she knows that news doesn’t kill the project, but will delay it. And she questioned how many downtown voters will support new streetcar taxes, especially after they’re asked to support increased taxes for parks and a huge sewer bond issue in a citywide election Aug. 7.

Burke said she wasn’t surprised that Kansas City didn’t get the grant, and she still worries about the project’s tax impact on downtown property owners.

“It’s expecting way too much money from such a narrow group of taxpayers, for little or no benefit,” she said.

Bid protest stops work on Birds Point levee

Southeast Missourian
Wednesday, June 20, 2012

WYATT, Mo. -- An Oklahoma company's protest will further delay work to bring the Birds Point levee back up to its height before last year's intentional breach by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to alleviate flooding.

Once a protest is filed, federal law requires work to stop until the corps reviews it and reaches a decision. It's not known how long the review will take. A similar protest filed with the corps for emergency repairs made to the levee last fall delayed the project for weeks.

"It's necessary that it be a very thorough process. We'll work as expeditiously as possible," said Jim Pogue, spokesman for the corps' Memphis District.

A&M Engineering & Environmental Services of Tulsa, Okla., is protesting the award of $20 million in contracts to three other companies that were ready to begin work to restore the first breach site to a height of 55 feet.

Young's General Contracting of Poplar Bluff, Mo.; Kingridge Enterprises Inc. of Little Rock, Ark.; and Harold Coffey Construction Co. of Hickman, Ky., had already been given a notice from the corps to proceed on the project.

A&M is protesting the type of contract the government selected -- a multiple award task order contract -- and the government's evaluation of its proposal, Pogue said.

David Cooper, spokesman for A&M, declined to discuss the bid protest, he said, out of professional courtesy to the corps. The company has done work for the corps in other locations, including Oklahoma, he said.

Multiple award task order contracts are a little unusual, Pogue said, but have been used on large projects, including repairs in New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina.

"For a really huge job like this, it allows us to bring in several different contractors, and each one of those bid on specific task orders" within the contract, Pogue said.

Only the bids for the first of six task orders have been awarded at this point. Bids are being accepted now on the second task order, he said. The first three orders are for work to bring each breach site to 55 feet. The final three orders are to bring each breach site to their original height of 62.5 feet.

The corps breached the Birds Point levee last spring in an effort to lower the water level on the Mississippi River. The plan also flooded 130,000 acres of farmland and several dozen homes.

Now that a protest has been filed, contracting staff in Memphis will review A&M's bid package and then make a recommendation to legal counsel with the corps' Mississippi Valley Division in Vicksburg, Miss. After that, the division legal counsel will make a determination on the merits of the protest, Pogue said.

Rep. Jo Ann Emerson said that while she understands the need for openness and fairness when government contracts are awarded, she is concerned about any further delay on the project.

"I hope the situation will be rectified quickly so we can continue the work necessary to restore our levees to their fully authorized heights," she said. "I remain committed to this goal, and I expect the corps to move at full speed to accomplish the mission for the people of Mississippi and New Madrid counties."

Paul campaign leader pleads not guilty to trespass charge at caucus

St. Louis Post-Dispatch - BY MARK SCHLINKMANN 
Posted: Wednesday, June 20, 2012 12:05 am

ST. PETERS • Brent Stafford, a local leader in Republican presidential candidate Ron Paul's campaign, pleaded not guilty Tuesday to a charge of trespassing following the unruly St. Charles County caucus that disbanded March 17.

Stafford, 45, in an interview before appearing in St. Peters municipal court, insisted he did nothing wrong and urged prosecutors to drop the charge. He said there was no basis for his arrest outside the caucus site, the Francis Howell North High School gym.

After the caucus was disbanded by organizers, Stafford tried to get participants as they left to reconvene outside the gym. He stood up on a chair and was explaining parliamentary rules to others when police interceded.

"I had every right to be there," Stafford, of O'Fallon, Mo., said of the outside area. "I was part of a peaceful assembly."

Police spokeswoman Melissa Doss said Stafford was warned twice while inside the gym to leave school property. That includes the outside area, she said. Stafford, who in April was elected chairman of a do-over county caucus ordered by state Republican leaders, was given a trial date of July 24.

The first caucus shut down after about a half hour of boisterous disputes over issues such as a rule barring videotaping. Some participants, with Paul backers in the forefront, yelled objections to decisions made by organizers.

A caucus leader said the meeting was adjourned because police said they would shut it down because of the discord. Doss said organizers made that decision.

Another Paul supporter, Kenneth Suitter of St. Charles County also was charged with trespassing. Police said he was arrested for violating the videotaping rule during the caucus. His initial court appearance is set for July 31.

McCaskill buys $3 million in TV advertising time prior to November election

St. Louis Post-Dispatch - THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
Posted: Tuesday, June 19, 2012 10:23 am  

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. •  U.S. Sen. Claire McCaskill has bought $3 million of TV advertising time for the final month before the November general election.

McCaskill's campaign said Tuesday that the Democratic senator paid for the advertising in advance in order get the maximum amount of time for her money — assuming that prices may rise closer to the election.

McCaskill will face the winner of an Aug. 7 Republican primary between businessman John Brunner, former state Treasurer Sarah Steelman and Congressman Todd Akin.

Brunner has been spending his own money on TV ads during the Republican primary campaign.

Missouri Supreme Court says Nasheed, Taylor can stay on ballot

By Jason Rosenbaum, St. Louis Beacon staff
1:02 pm on Tue, 06.19.12, Updated at 4:53 pm on Tue, 06.19.12

The Missouri Supreme Court reversed a circuit court decision that kicked state Rep. Jamilah Nasheed off the ballot in the 5th senatorial district race. The St. Louis Democrat is now back in the race against incumbent state Sen. Robin Wright-Jones, D-St. Louis.

The court also affirmed a lower court decision that allowed state Rep. Sylvester Taylor, D-Black Jack, to run against state Rep. Rochelle Walton Gray, D-Black Jack. That case could have affected scores of state House candidates running in newly drawn districts in which they didn’t live.

In a unanimous decision, the court ruled that Nasheed, D-St. Louis, is eligible to run in the Democratic primary for the 5th district because a provision in the Missouri Constitution “does not require Nasheed to live within the boundaries of the reapportioned Senate district she seeks to represent.” Previously a St. Louis judge had ruled that Nasheed did not qualify to run in the district that encompasses part of the city.
Nasheed was one of two Democratic candidates to file against Wright-Jones. Subsequently, Wright-Jones sued, arguing that Nasheed can’t run in the 5th because her residence is in the 4thdistrict.
Nasheed disagreed. Because part of the 4th district was shifted to the 5th district, Nasheed pointed to a specific provision in the Missouri Constitution: A senator "shall have been a qualified voter of the state for three years and a resident of the district which he is chosen to represent for one year, if such district shall have been so long established, and if not, then of the district or districts from which the same shall have been taken."

In her decision, St. Louis Circuit Judge Joan Moriarty wrote that she does not believe the phrase “then of the district or districts from which the same shall have been taken” would allow a candidate who resides in the 4th district to run in the 5th district. If that were the case, the judge wrote, it would “lead to absurd results where a candidate could run in any number of districts, which are no way associated with his or her residence, and would promote electoral district shopping.” An appeals court affirmed that ruling but sent the case to the Supreme Court for a final decision.

But the majority in the Supreme Court decision wrote that the the part of the Missouri Constitution in question “must be construed to determine whether Nasheed is ‘a resident of the district or districts from which the same shall have been taken.’

“Simply put, is she a resident of any district from which the new 5th district was created? Yes. Nasheed currently resides in the old 4th district, which is one of the districts from which the new 5th district was created,” the court wrote. “As such, she satisfies the constitutional residency requirement for the 2012 election.”

Nasheed’s temporary exclusion from the ballot threw the 5th district race into a state of flux. She had raised the most money of any other candidates, including state Rep. Jeanette Mott Oxford, D-St. Louis. Wright-Jones had fallen behind both Nasheed and Oxford in fundraising.
In a telephone interview, Nasheed said she was “extremely elated” by the decision. She noted that she didn’t stop campaigning even when she was taken off the ballot.

"I've campaigned all along," Nasheed said. "We've door-knocked. We've been able to reach people by phone. We put out yard signs. I've been campaigning all along the way. I never gave up hope that the courts would get it right."

Taylor can face Gray

In a separate case with implications for state House races, the Missouri Supreme Court ruled that Taylor could stay on the ballot.

Gray argued that Taylor shouldn’t be allowed to run in the new 75th district because his residence is located in the 67th district. St. Louis County Judge Steven Goldman denied Gray’s claim.

Taylor noted that the Missouri Constitution has different rules on who can run for a House seat after redistricting, pointing to a constitutional provision that states that a candidate “shall have been a qualified voter for two years and a resident of the county or district which he is chosen to represent for one year.”

The Eastern District Court of Appeals sided with Gray, but in a similar manner to the Nasheed it case sent the case to the Supreme Court for a final decision. In ruling for Taylor, the court in a unanimous decision used similar language as in the Nasheed decision.

The constitutional provision "must be construed to determine whether Taylor is ‘a resident of the county or district from which the same shall have been taken,’” the decision states. “Simply put, is he a resident of the county or district from which the new 75th district was created? Yes. Taylor currently resides in a district from which the new 75th district was created. As such, he satisfies the constitutional residency requirement for the 2012 election.”  

An adverse decision would have created uncertainty for candidates who filed to run in districts where they didn't live. 
(Start of update) Elbert Walton, Jr. – an attorney who represented Wright-Jones and Gray – said in a telephone interview the court “failed to have the courage to decide that all those incumbent legislators who have filed in districts where they don’t live did not qualify to run for office.” Gray is Walton’s daughter.

“And therefore they made what I consider to be a politically expedient decision to say that they’ve been running where they don’t live for the past 30 years and so they should still be able to run where they don’t live,” Walton said. “They didn’t do like the judge in the court of appeals, who went through and thoroughly analyzed the legal precedents.”

Walton was alluding to Missouri Eastern Court of Appeals Judge Kurt Odenwald, who wrote that both Nasheed and Taylor should be kept off the ballot. He noted that those opinions were far more detailed than the Supreme Court decisions that were handed down today.

Walton questioned whether the framers of the state’s constitution intended for a person who doesn’t reside in a particular district to run there.

“How can the Supreme Court of the state interpret the constitution in such a way to say that a person who’s never, ever lived in this district in the past and not currently [living in a district] is qualified to run in that district?” Walton said. “That’s just unfathomable to me.” (End of update)
Voters to weigh in on state health exchange

KBIA
7:05 AM WED JUNE 20, 2012

In the next few days, the U.S. Supreme Court will rule on the constitutionality of the federal health care law. Even if the court upholds the law, one key component will be under fire here in Missouri come November. On the ballot will be a measure targeting the law's required online marketplaces, or health insurance exchanges, where individuals and small businesses can buy plans. 

Missouri is one of fifteen states to have made no progress so far toward setting up a federally-mandated exchange. 

If it's up to Missouri House Majority Leader Tim Jones, the state never will set one up.

"We know that the citizens of the state of Missouri do not want the federal health care law, the Obamacare law, or anything related to it."

Jones, a Republican, spoke on the final day of session last month in favor of Senate Bill 464. The bill prohibits the creation and operation of a health exchange in Missouri unless the legislature or voters approve it, and prohibits the governor from creating one through executive order. The bill passed during those final hours of session, and will now be up for a popular vote in November.

Senator Rob Schaaf, a Republican from St. Joseph, sponsored the measure. 

"A health insurance exchange is a major policy decision and it should require the input of the legislature.  I mean, that's my concern for filing this bill."

Schaaf said Governor Jay Nixon, a Democrat, previously went behind the legislature's back in trying to set up an exchange. His administration applied for and received a federal grant last year to start setting up the technical infrastructure for an exchange, including updating the state's old Medicaid computer system. The administration channeled the funds to a quasi-government body that wasn't subject to legislative oversight. 

"I was inflamed and decided to offer up this bill," said Schaaf.

Schaaf said he wants to further ensure nothing happens without the legislature being on board. That's why included in his ballot measure is the ability for people to sue any state agency or worker involved in any exchange activity.

Some people worry about this.

"I have a concern that that bill hanging out there will have a chilling effect," said Andrea Routh, director of the consumer group, the Missouri Health Advocacy Alliance. Routh said the ballot measure itself, even before it's voted on, could cause Missouri to fall behind on preparing for an exchange in 2014.  State workers might not do anything for fear of being sued, even though a lot has to happen for the exchange to be ready.

"It can really work well for families if we do it right, but doing it right takes planning, and time, and if we're waiting for the last minute, there is the potential it may not be that workable for people."

If the measure does pass in November, it could be declared unconstitutional.  But even so, Ken Warren, a political scientist at St. Louis University, says having it on the November ballot is a gain for Republicans.

"They used opposition to Obamacare to win elections in 2010 and they will try to do the same in 2012."

So far, 15 states have established exchanges, two have opted not to, and the rest are somewhere in between. Under the Affordable Care Act, if a state does not set up an exchange, the federal government will do so.

But that's up in the air -- along with the rest of the health law, pending a Supreme Court ruling.

Answers on that will be coming very soon, as soon as tomorrow … or later next week.
Rebuking heat of primary, Sen. Engler endorses Steelman

Missouri News Horizon - Posted by: Eli Yokley
June 19, 2012

— Soon after Republican U.S. Senate hopeful John Brunner launched his latest attack on his opponents, state Sen. Kevin Engler announced his support for rival Sarah Steelman.

In a statement Tuesday morning, Engler repeated Steelman’s campaign theme, lauding her as a courageous “fighter” against the establishment, but said the biggest factor in his endorsement was the increasing criticism being lobbed by the Brunner campaign.

“The deciding factor that sent me to the Steelman camp was Mr. Brunner’s recent attack ad distorting the truth about our responsible state government while hiding his own business record,” Engler said. “The last thing we need in D.C. is another person who says one thing and does another.”

Brunner’s latest attack came in the form of two new websites launched Tuesday. SteelmanFacts.com and AkinFacts.com repeat the criticisms in Brunner’s latest television ad directed at the two for votes in favor of debt spending. Brunner’s repeated jabs come after Brunner’s campaign released an internal poll claiming a significant margin over his opponents. Public polling shows Brunner and Steelman clashing for the frontrunner status.

Engler sent a letter to the Brunner campaign earlier in the month criticizing the ad and accused Brunner of not understanding the state’s budgeting process.

Engler is another in a series of lawmakers to endorse Steelman, the former state Treasurer and a former state Senator.

Supreme Court upholds traditional post-redistricting candidate rule

St. Louis Post-Dispatch - BY MARK SCHLINKMANN 
Posted: Wednesday, June 20, 2012 1:30 am  

The Missouri Supreme Court ruled Tuesday that candidates for state legislative seats in redistricting years do not have to live in the newly redrawn districts.

The court said that two St. Louis-area candidates whose qualifications were challenged can be on the Aug. 7 primary ballot.

The unanimous decisions, reversing a ruling last week by the Missouri Court of Appeals in St. Louis, also removed a cloud that had potentially loomed over several dozen other candidates for legislative seats across the state. The Supreme Court agreed with a decades-long interpretation of the Missouri Constitution that allows candidates to run for a House or Senate seat if they live in any component part of a district from which the new district had been taken.

"Had the drafters of the constitution wished to limit eligibility to candidates residing only in those parts of an old district that were absorbed into the new one, they could have crafted narrowing language to that effect," the court said in the rulings, issued in Jefferson City. The appeals court had reached its different interpretation in cases challenging the residency qualifications of Rep. Sylvester Taylor, D-Black Jack, who is seeking re-election in a new district, and Rep. Jamilah Nasheed, D-St. Louis, a candidate for a state Senate seat.

The appeals court had said Taylor and Nasheed could not run for the seats they filed for because their own homes are not within the new districts' boundaries.

The legal challenges were from Taylor's Democratic primary opponent in the 75th House District — Rep. Rochelle Walton Gray of Black Jack — and one of Nasheed's Democratic primary foes in the 5th Senate District — Sen. Robin Wright-Jones of St. Louis.

Taylor's attorney, Mary Elizabeth Dorsey, said she was "pretty ecstatic" at the decision.

"Now all of the candidates can continue to go forward," Dorsey said, referring to the statewide implications.

The rulings were attacked by Elbert Walton Jr., an attorney for Walton Gray and Wright-Jones. "They made a political decision," Walton, a former state representative, said of the Supreme Court. "They didn't make a decision based on the precedents they had," which were cited by the appeals court.

Walton, who is Walton Gray's father, said various incumbent officeholders who filed in districts they do not live in had been "pressuring the Supreme Court."

The court noted that the traditional redistricting-year practice had been backed by Attorney General Chris Koster this year and by nonbinding legal opinions from two of his predecessors, John Ashcroft in 1982 and Norman Anderson in 1967.

The court also said the secretary of state's office, which oversees state election law, had "advised potential candidates throughout the years accordingly."

The constitution requires candidates for House and Senate seats to live in a district for a year before the November election they want to run in, unless the district has not been established for at least a year.

In that event, such as after reapportionment, a candidate can live in any of the districts drawn into the new district, the Constitution says. The court cases were over what that provision means.

The one-year residency rule will kick in for this year's House election winners if they seek re-election in 2014 and for this year's newly elected senators if they run again in 2016. House members have two-year terms; senators serve for four years.

The court rejected Wright-Jones' suggestion that using the traditional procedure could allow a candidate to reside outside a district for the duration of the term. "This concern is wholly unfounded as this interpretation has been historically followed for decades," the court said.

The court ruled 7-0 in the Nasheed case and 6-0 in the Taylor case. Judge William Ray Price Jr. recused himself from the Taylor case.

Missouri Supreme Court ruling ends questions of candidate residency requirements

Columbia Missourian - BY MATTHEW PATANE
Tuesday, June 19, 2012 | 5:28 p.m. CDT; updated 10:37 p.m. CDT, Tuesday, June 19, 2012

COLUMBIA — A Missouri Supreme Court decision Tuesday ensures that Democratic Rep. Chris Kelly and former state Sen. Dennis Smith will remain eligible to run in the August primary.  Both filed for candidacy in districts where they do not reside.

On Tuesday, the state high court unanimously reversed two decisions by the Eastern District Court of Appeals. This reversal permits Kelly, Smith and any other candidates to run in newly drawn districts during redistricting years, even if they do not currently live in them.

Under this ruling, candidates running for statewide legislative seats no longer have to worry about challenges to their residency caused by the redistricting.

District lines are redrawn every 10 years. Questions were raised about residency requirements by two St. Louis-area cases.
These cases could have made candidates across the state ineligible to run.

Before the Court handed down its ruling, both Smith and Kelly said they thought the state Supreme Court would side with the St. Louis candidates.

Smith also said the case was unprecedented and caused more confusion in the election.

"It seems tragic that the legislative and judicial process has been such a mess throughout this redistricting process," Smith said. "I think people are very frustrated with all of the uncertainty that has come out of this election — there’s enough uncertainty as it is."

Both Smith and Kelly said they were pleased with Tuesday's decision.

"This is what I thought would happen," Kelly said. "The court followed the plain language of the constitution."

The Missouri Constitution states that candidates for state Senate seats must be residents of the district they wish to represent for one year if the district has been established for that period of time.

If the district has been formed for less than a year, the candidates must reside in "the district or districts" from which newly apportioned districts have been taken. The constitution gives a broader qualification to House candidates, stating that they must have lived in "the county or district" from which the new districts were formed.

In both rulings the state high court said the language in the constitution had a "plain and ordinary meaning."

"Had the drafters of the constitution wished to limit eligibility to candidates residing only in those parts of an old district that were absorbed into the new one, they could have crafted narrowing language to that effect," the rulings stated, adding that the court did not need to speculate on the intent of the drafters of the constitution.

The appeals court issued opinions last week saying that Reps. Jamilah Nasheed and Sylvester Taylor should not appear on the Aug. 7 primary ballot because they did not meet residency requirements. But the court declined to issue a ruling on the cases, sending them directly to the state Supreme Court.

Nasheed is running against incumbent Sen. Robin Wright-Jones, D-St. Louis City, who filed the original lawsuit against Nasheed. Taylor is running against incumbent Rep. Rochelle Walton Gray, who filed the lawsuit against Taylor. At the circuit court level, the court ruled in favor of Wright-Jones but against Gray in a separate case.

Both Nasheed and Taylor are now permitted to run in the districts in which they originally filed.

While Kelly lives in the 50th District, he filed to run in the 45th; and Smith lives in the 45th but filed to run in the 44th. Democrat Ken Jacob also filed to run in the 44th District but lives in the 47th.

Local House, Senate candidates to speak at Pachyderm meeting Thursday

Southeast Missourian
Wednesday, June 20, 2012

Candidates for local state House and Senate races will field questions Thursday night at a public forum hosted by the Southeast Missouri Pachyderm Club, including those from the House's 146th and 147th districts and the Senate's 27th District.

"This is an amazing opportunity for voters to come out and see these candidates speak for the first time," said Scott R. Clark, club vice president and program chair.

Kathy Swan, a member of the Cape Girardeau City Council, is the only candidate for the 147th. The 146th has three candidates, Van Hitt, Rep. Donna Lichtenegger, R-Jackson, and Gerald Adams. Candidates for the 27th Senate seat are Reps. Wayne Wallingford, R-Cape Girardeau, and Ellen Brandom, R-Sikeston.

Cape Girardeau County is divided into two districts. The 147th is comprised of mostly the city of Cape Girardeau. The 146th is the remaining portion of the county. The new 27th senatorial district is made up of the counties of Bollinger, Cape Girardeau, Madison, Perry, Scott and Wayne.

The program is open to the public. A meal is served at 6 p.m., with the program to start at 7 p.m. The event will be at Dexter Bar-B-Que in Cape Girardeau, 236 S. Broadview St.

Pertinent address:

236 S. Broadview, Cape Girardeau, MO

Mo. education board backs tobacco tax initiative

Southeast Missourian
Jun 20, 5:31 AM EDT

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- The State Board of Education is backing a potential November ballot initiative asking Missouri voters to raise tobacco taxes to benefit schools.

The board voted Tuesday to support a plan that would raise Missouri's lowest-in-the-nation cigarette tax from 17 cents per pack to 90 cents beginning in January.

The state auditor's office estimates the initiative would generate between $283 million and $423 million annually. Fifty percent of the money would go to public school districts, 30 percent to higher education and 20 percent to efforts intended to prevent people from using tobacco or help them quit doing so.

The secretary of state's office has not yet determined if supporters submitted enough petition signatures to qualify the measure for the ballot.

Five from Missouri sue over Medicaid cuts

St. Louis Post-Dispatch - BY ROBERT PATRICK 
Posted: Tuesday, June 19, 2012 4:37 pm  

JEFFERSON CITY • Four ailing St. Louis residents, a Monroe City, Mo., man and Paraquad, a not-for-profit advocacy group for the disabled, sued state officials in federal court here Monday, claiming that they would be forced into nursing homes by cuts to the state Medicaid system.

The plaintiffs are St. Louis residents Cedric Booker, 57, John Dobson, 76, Annies White, 84, and Eddie Earl Jones, 63, and Monroe City resident Clifford Talton Jr., 69. They say in their suit that the end of state money for transportation and personal care services will mean that they will be unable to get thrice weekly dialysis, unless they move into a Medicaid-funded nursing home. They have various ailments and have no way to get to dialysis for various reasons, the suit says.

In a nursing home, those services will be covered, the suit says. The nursing home would be more expensive for the state than paying for only transport and dialysis, the plaintiffs say.

The suit seeks a federal judge's order that would force the state to cover the services, saying that the state risks violating the Americans with Disabilities Act.

The suit seeks a preliminary injunction that would prevent the July 1 funding cutoff. A status conference in the case has been set for Friday.

A spokeswoman for the Missouri Department of Social Services was not immediately available for comment Tuesday.

Missouri, Illinois join project to help teens into workforce

By Dale Singer, St. Louis Beacon staff
4:23 pm on Tue, 06.19.12

Missouri and Illinois are among six states chosen to take part in a nationwide program designed to help teens complete high school, then find their way to training that will lead to a good job.

Both states will be taking part in the Pathways to Prosperity Network, a collaboration between the Harvard Graduate School of Education and Jobs for the Future. Chris Nicastro, commissioner of education for Missouri, said the program is particularly needed in this time of persistent high unemployment.

“We believe all Missouri high school graduates need post-secondary education,” she said, “whether that’s a degree or career training for successful productive lives.

 “They need to graduate twice. Participation in the Pathways to Prosperity Network will help our children find opportunities to learn from the local businesses where they will work.”

Added Christopher Koch, state superintendent of education in Illinois:

“This is about schools and businesses working together to provide greater guidance and options so our young people can make smart choices as they complete high school and move on to post-secondary education and jobs that will better support them and the Illinois economy. This is a proven strategy for keeping students engaged in high school and mindful of their future.”

Besides the bi-state region, the program will include Maine, Massachusetts, North Carolina and Tennessee. It grew out of a report from Harvard last year that argued students need additional pathways to success that combine rigorous academics with strong technical education.

In Illinois, the program will focus initially on schools in Chicago and Aurora, but eventually officials hope to create a statewide system of career pathways.

In Missouri, the effort will concentrate at first on the St. Louis area before expanding statewide. It will be led by Kelvin Adams, superintendent of the St. Louis Public Schools, and June Fowler, vice president of corporate and public communications at BJC HealthCare.

Adams said that the program “gives us a chance to work collaboratively with key leaders in our state to give our young people both the academic training and the skills they need to succeed in a challenging labor market. It will give us a chance to set our young people on a path to success.”

For Fowler, the program represents an opportunity for BJC to have a greater pool of potential employees.

“Our state’s health-care sector continues to need qualified young people to fill positions,” she said. “Pathways to Prosperity will assist us in creating a plan that ensures we have the workforce ready to fill these jobs.”

The Department of Elementary and Secondary Education noted that for every 100 students in ninth grade in Missouri, only 21 of them will earn a four-year college degree – a definite financial disadvantage when you consider that even among those under the age of 25 who do have a college degree, as many as half may be unemployed or underemployed.

For those with no high school diploma or no training after high school, the situation is even worse.

American Graduate is a nationwide effort supported by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting and led by the Nine Network in St. Louis to help keep students in school until they earn their diplomas. As part of the project, the Beacon is publishing an occasional series on efforts to reduce the dropout rate in the St. Louis area — what's working, what's new, what's different.

In Illinois, only about 37 percent of students graduate with a bachelor’s degree within four years while 61 percent of full-time students and 23 percent of those going part time have earned a degree within six years.

The Illinois effort will combine work by six state agencies to develop different career paths for students leaving high school.

The Harvard report noted that rather than focus only on a four-year college degree, students need alternate pathways to success.

It called for a three-pronged approach to solving the problem:

 A broader vision of school reform

 A stronger effort by employers

 A new social compact between society and young people starting out in the workforce.

“We are the only developed nation that depends so exclusively on its higher education system as the sole institutional vehicle to help young people transition from secondary school to careers, and from adolescence to adulthood,” said Robert Schwartz, one of the leaders of the project.

“Unless we are willing to provide more flexibility and choice in the last two years of high school, and more opportunities for students to pursue program options that link work and learning, we will continue to lose far too many young people along the path to graduation.”

States form coalition to boost career training

Southeast Missourian - By CHRISTINE ARMARIO (AP Education Writer)
Jun 19, 6:07 PM EDT

More than a year after the release of a Harvard University report encouraging the development of more pathways to careers for young adults, a coalition of six states has begun taking steps toward offering viable alternatives for students beyond attending a four-year college.

The Pathways to Prosperity report by Harvard University's Graduate School of Education concluded millions of students are being shortchanged in preparation for a successful career by a one-size-fits-all approach that encourages everyone to earn a bachelor's degree.

The researchers noted that while most jobs now require some higher education, just a third of those created in the coming years are expected to require a bachelor's degree or higher. The same amount will need an associate's degree or occupational credential. The report's authors urged the U.S. to place a greater emphasis on occupational instruction.

Illinois, Maine, Massachusetts, Missouri, North Carolina and Tennessee announced Tuesday they have formed a network to build alternative tracks leading to a successful career. They'll be working with the Pathways to Prosperity Project at Harvard and Jobs for the Future to connect employers with educators and policymakers.

"We're going to work in a more deliberate, concerted way than we have been on establishing career pathways," said Paul Reville, Massachusetts's secretary of education.

Harvard doctoral students and leaders from Jobs for the Future, an organization that seeks to align education with career opportunities, will be visiting each state to look at current workforce needs and where there are postsecondary education gaps. They'll then focus on building a system of pathways for high school students toward a postsecondary credential.

"This is valuable not just for preparing students to transition one day into the workforce but also building motivation and inspiration for students," Reville said.

The idea of guiding students toward a path that doesn't result in a four-year degree has been somewhat controversial. Some fear it will result in students being sent on tracks early on that limit them later in life. The report authors and network participants say students who choose a career track will be equally prepared to pursue a four-year degree later.

Robert Schwartz, co-author of the report and a leader of the state network, said the coalition comes at a time when more families are questioning the value of investing tens of thousands of dollars in higher education that burdens students with debt and doesn't always lead to a lucrative career.

"I think we're going to see much more pressure from middle class families on schools," Schwartz said.

The coalition expects other states to join the network in the weeks and months ahead.

Hatches named chairman of Mo. Gaming Commission

St. Louis Post-Dispatch - Associated Press
Posted: Tuesday, June 19, 2012 11:48 am  

The Missouri Gaming Commission has a new chairman.

Gov. Jay Nixon on Tuesday picked Barrett Hatches, of Kansas City, to take over for James Mathewson, who stepped down as chairman at the end of May.

The Missouri Gaming Commission regulates the casinos.

Hatches has served on the commission since 2010. He is the former president and CEO of Northern Indiana Public Service Co. and of Enstar Natural Gas in Alaska. He also was the director of field services for Missouri Gas Energy and chief operating officer for Swope Community Enterprises in the Kansas City area.

Police: Maplewood license office worker stole licenses to buy meth ingredient

St. Louis Post-Dispatch - BY CHRISTINE BYERS 
Posted: Tuesday, June 19, 2012 1:30 pm

CLAYTON • An employee of the Maplewood License Office is facing 14 counts of forgery after authorities said she used expired driver's licenses to buy pseudoephedrine, the key ingredient in methamphetamine.

Mary Ann Busch, 38, of the 16000 block of Centerpointe Drive in Grover, Mo., was charged June 8.

She obtained the driver's licenses when people came to the license office to renew their licenses and turn in their old ones, authorities said.

She then used the licenses and forged the names of eight women on electronic purchase logs maintained by Walgreens that track pseudoephedrine sales, according to court documents. The purchases were made between November and January.

Maplewood police arrested her Feb. 1 after a clerk from a Walgreens in Richmond Heights contacted one of the victims to ask if she was trying to buy pseudoephedrine. That victim then contacted police, said St. Louis County Officer Rick Eckhard.

Her bail has been set at $15,000.

MoDOT warns people to keep signs off state rights of way

St. Louis Post-Dispatch - THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
Posted: Tuesday, June 19, 2012 6:48 am  

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. • They're the signs of summer in an election year: signs advertising yard sales or promoting political candidates. But the Missouri Department of Transportation says they can also be traffic hazards.

MoDOT is asking the public for help in keeping yard signs off state-owned rights of way. The agency says the signs restrict visibility and create obstacles for drivers who need to pull over quickly in emergencies.

MoDOT also says that signs and other objects near a right of way complicate maintenance work and interfere with mowing.

The agency says it tries to contact the owners of unauthorized signs before pulling them up. Those that are removed are held for 30 days and can be retrieved from local maintenance facilities.

Missouri investors warned of common threats

Southeast Missourian
Jun 20, 5:31 AM EDT

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- The Missouri secretary of state's office is warning investors to be alert to several common scams and threats to their money.

The Securities Division of the secretary of state's office has released its list of the top threats to Missouri investors in 2012. High on the list are online pitches from startup companies and promoters pushing new business ideas without financial statements, business plans and other traditional documents.

Other threats include questionable recommendations and unfulfilled promises from sales people who are not licensed in Missouri. Many pitches tout promised returns in gold, oil futures and other commodities.

The Securities Division says investors should ask for complete documentation explaining fees, costs and charges and a prospectus.

---

Online:

Missouri investor protection: http://www.missouriinvestorprotection.gov
Activists look to ease pot laws in Springfield
Southeast Missourian
Jun 20, 5:31 AM EDT

COLUMBIA, Mo. (AP) -- Missouri marijuana advocates whose efforts to put a legal pot initiative on the November statewide ballot fell short are now pursuing a decriminalization law in Springfield.

Show-Me Cannabis organizers say they're targeting a southwest Missouri city seen as conservative to demonstrate what they call broad support for new drug laws. In 2004, Columbia voters approved a similar law that classifies possession of 35 grams of marijuana or less as a low-level misdemeanor offense.

The pro-pot group says it plans to use a professional signature-gathering firm to help collect the 2,101 signatures required for the fall ballot in Springfield. A 2008 effort to decriminalize marijuana in Joplin fell 531 names short, and the statewide measure failed to garner the roughly 144,000 voter signatures needed before an early May deadline.

New committee works to make St. Louis attractive for immigrants, hopes for economic boost

By Kristen Hare, St. Louis Beacon staff

2:37 pm on Tue, 06.19.12

If the welcome mat immigrants find when they come to St. Louis seems dusty and a bit frayed, it could be replaced entirely in the next year, thanks to a new initiative. 

Tuesday morning, businesses, community and civic leaders and immigrants themselves gathered at the Danforth Plant Science Center for the second annual Economic Development Conference. 

The event, “Immigration and Innovation,” focused on the positive economic development that comes with a thriving immigration population, one that St. Louis does not have.

In opening remarks, Mayor Francis Slay and St. Louis County Executive Charlie Dooley pointed out the region's positives and negatives. 

St. Louis has about 126,000 immigrants, Dooley said, making up just 4.5 percent of the population.

“Not good enough,” he said. 

The conference was backed up by a study looking at the economic impact of immigration in St. Louis by Jack Strauss, Simon chair of economics at St. Louis University. According to Strauss, a 17-member steering committee will spend the next nine months or so looking at other cities that have attracted immigrants, develop a plan and take their recommendations to civic leaders.

“We have set out to be a more welcoming and inclusive community,” Dooley said. “We have to be sure that we are welcoming and inclusive to everyone.”

Immigration and its impact

In 1970, St. Louis was the 10th largest metropolitian area. In 2010, it was 18th in population and 20th in economic growth, according to Strauss' report. Other cities in the top 20 had 40 percent faster economic growth over the last decade.

"My report shows that it's no coincidence," he said. St. Louis' decline is "due in large part to lack of immigrants. The foreign-born help cities grow."

How?

In this region, the report states, immigrants are 60 percent more likely to be entrepreneurs. They start businesses and they hire people. According to Strauss' report, more than 50 percent of immigrants' jobs in the metro are high-paying, white-collar jobs. They earn 25 percent more than American-born workers, are 44 percent more likely to have a college education and 130 percent more likely to have an advanced degree.

The St. Louis area has a mix of refugees, who often aren't well-educated, and immigrants who are highly skilled and educated. The high-skilled immigrants outnumber low-skilled immigrants 3-to-1 in St. Louis. Thanks to that, the average immigrant contributes more to the region's income than native-borns. They also have lower rates of unemployment, pay more taxes and get fewer food stamps and less cash assistance than natives. 

"Immigrants bring work skills, they specialize, they pay taxes, they buy goods in our region," Strauss said. 

But do Americans lose jobs to foreign-born workers? Sometimes yes, sometimes no, Strauss said. 

Take an Italian restaurant that hires an Italian chef over a native-born one. That American did lose out. But if the restaurant is successful, they add dishwashers and servers. 

Immigrants complement native-born workers, Strauss said, they don't necessarily replace them. 

The report puts it another way: "The St. Louis Cardinals are the 2011 World Champions, not because their recruitment focuses on St. Louis. On the contrary, they recruit the best talent from everywhere, not just the local metropolitan area."

Strauss' report found that if St. Louis had kept pace in immigration growth with other metro areas, income growth would be 4 to 7 percent higher, the region's income 7 to 11 percent higher, and housing prices would be 26 percent higher in St. Louis and 20 percent higher in St. Louis County over the last decade.  

Instead, people have been leaving the region and baby boomers have been preparing to leave the work force.

"One policy can fix this," Strauss said. "That is immigration."

A matter of perception

"This is exactly the right conversation to be having," said conference panelist Joe Reagan, president and CEO of St. Louis RCGA. 

But it's certainly not politically safe, he added. 

Immigration as a national topic is a polarizing one, and arriving at answers may require reframing the issue, Reagan said. There is a sense that immigrants come into communities and are bad for back yards and back pockets, and that's just not true, he said. 

It doesn't help that in St. Louis, the low number and uneven distribution of immigrants make it hard for many locals to have first-hand experience with people born in other countries, said panelist Anna Crosslin, president and CEO of the International Institute. 

"Our low immigration numbers mean that we have to make an effort to reach out and identify ways to interact with the immigrant community," she said. 

During the panel presentation, a member of the audience asked about the lack of black people on stage. Speakers quickly pointed out that the steering committee has black members of the steering committee, but there is a perception, Strauss said, that Hispanics in particular take away work from low-skilled black people. 

He's currently working on a study looking at the specific impact immigrants have on the African-American community. So far, he said he's found that's not the case. Communities with higher numbers of Hispanics don't have higher black unemployment or lower black labor force participation, he said. Still buy-in from the black community will be essential for the initiative's success.

Immigrants can help revitalize the city, Strauss said, keep schools open and put their money into local businesses.

Another question for the panel concerned the classic "where did you go to high school" question.

When she first came to St. Louis, panelist Carmen Jacob, president and founder of NextGen Information Services, was surprised by the question. 

"You feel unwelcome by that," she said. "I don't have a problem anymore, but I did at the beginning."

The question itself is symptomatic of the low numbers of immigrants in St. Louis, Crosslin said. If more immigrants come to town, it may move from being the question to simply a question. 

"When you have a more vibrant and multinational and multilingual community, then it isn't asked as frequently," she said, "because you don't run into as many people that look like you."

Steering ahead

Specifics of where the committee is headed and what they'll recommend are hard to point out just yet, said Strauss after the morning's events.

But it's very clear, he said, that immigrants can help the St. Louis economy. A good place to start may be building on the strengths that St. Louis already has, including universities that attract students from all over the world. An internship program could help bring those students into local businesses and, hopefully, keep them there. 

Social networking will also be important, he said, encouraging foreign nationals in St. Louis to tell the story of what's here to their friends and family at home. St. Louis could also make good on the negative attention places such as Arizona and Alabama are getting with their immigration policies by contrasting the metro area as a place that's welcoming to immigrants and placing ads in Spanish-language publications in those communities, he said.

There should be a uniform messaging campaign that addresses the myths and realities of immigration, said Crosslin. Most people only get part of the story. She's often asked why immigrant business owners are given interest-free loans, and they're not, she says. Through the International Institute, they actually get loans with rates above market rate.

"We have to start giving them the whole story," she said. "We have to do it with consistent messaging and we have to do it over and over and over again."

That goes, too, for one-on-one communication. People who know immigrants and the positive things they bring to the community need to tell their friends, Crosslin said. 

"We're going to have to get a groundswell going to be able to get this message out."

Starting now

St. Louis doesn't have to wait until next year for a new welcome mat. It can start now, Reagan said, by being more welcoming. He was able to do that himself in his first few weeks of work when he got the following e-mail, used with permission:

Dear Joe Reagan,

Greetings to you!

By way of introduction my name is Essay Worabo; I have been meaning to contact you since I arrived in St. Louis last week. I recently came from Africa, Ethiopia two weeks ago. Before introducing myself in detail, I would like to attest (to) the beauty of the city I experienced in my short stay, and the energetic people I met who had a very positive outlook on the economic development. It is marvelous....

As I plan to stay and live here in St. Louis, I could not help but to think of my mentors.... It is for them that I give credit to my success. Thus, if I have to live here, I have learned that I constantly need to be surrounded by genuine mentors who can help me reach to the next step, who knows the culture, and who is willing to challenge my thinking boldly. That is the main reason I am contacting you, for you to help me find such people as I am new to this city.

Should your schedule permit, I welcome to meet with you in person either in this week or next. As a president and CEO for RCGA, provided you have many networks, I hope you know someone who can be a very good mentor during my stay in St. Louis.

Thank you for your time. I look forward to hearing from you soon.

Yours truly, Essay

Reagan invited 26-year-old Essay Worabo into his office to meet and the two have stayed in touch since.

Now, Worabo works in the hospitality industry and has started his own IT company. He loves St. Louis, he said after the conference, and hopes with this initiative that something even better will come for his new city.

Rx for St. Louis economy: More immigration

A study by a St. Louis University economist finds that the region's immigrant population is small but economically quite successful, and that the area needs more like them.

St. Louis Post-Dispatch - BY TIM LOGAN 
Posted: Wednesday, June 20, 2012 12:15 am  

CREVE COEUR • If St. Louis hopes to grow its economy in the 21st century, it's going to need more people like Carmen Jacob, Rao Chilakala, and the 75 researchers at the Danforth Plant Science Center who were born in other countries but live and work here.

That's the thrust of a new study issued Tuesday by economic development officials in St. Louis and St. Louis County, arguing that a big reason the region has fallen behind many other big cities is the strikingly low rate of immigration here.

About 126,000 St. Louisans, less than 5 percent of the region's population, were born overseas. That rate is four or five times less than most of the rest of the nation's 20 biggest metro areas, the study found.

Coupled with an aging population, that translates into lower growth, fewer skilled workers to fill jobs in high-growth industries, and a more sluggish economy, said Jack Strauss, an economics professor at St. Louis University who authored the study.

"We have the lowest share of immigrants of any top 20 city, and the second lowest growth rate," Strauss said. "That's not a coincidence."

Smaller Midwest cities such as St. Louis have had a particularly hard time attracting immigrants, who tend to be drawn to bigger metro areas and cities where there are already established ethnic populations.

While public debate often focuses on low-skilled, low-wage immigrants, most people who move from abroad to the U.S. tend to be highly educated and entrepreneurial — especially in places such as St. Louis that aren't traditional gateways, said Strauss and others at a panel talk on the topic Tuesday.

"You don't come to America to be jobless," said Strauss. "It's a sink-or-swim environment. So we tend to attract the smartest, most hardworking people."

The immigrant households in St. Louis earn, on average, $83,000 a year, 25 percent more than native-born households, Strauss' study found. Foreign-born residents are 44 percent more likely to have a college degree, and 60 percent more likely to start a business.

Places such as the Danforth Center, which hosted Tuesday's event, are part of the reason why.

The research center, along with the region's universities, hospitals and top-tier corporations, are magnets for highly skilled immigrants, said Anna Crosslin, president of the International Institute of St. Louis. About one-third of the employees at the Danforth Center come from overseas. Flags of their 22 home countries hang in the atrium.

"These scientists are essential to the research being done here," said the Danforth Center's president, James Carrington, who noted that some have gone on to start their own companies.

And it's not just in high science.

Carmen Jacob saw an opportunity 15 years ago, when she heard some big local companies say they had a hard time finding good information technology workers. So she launched NextGen, an IT staffing agency downtown. Now she provides workers on a contract basis to big companies such as AT&T, Ameren and Monsanto.

A native Guatemalan, Jacob came to St. Louis 24 years ago. She said there are challenges to breaking into a male-dominated industry. But, she's found, if you provide a good service, people will hire you.

"You have to hustle," she said.

For many newcomers, it helps to have a network. There have long been Bosnian and Hispanic chambers of commerce in St. Louis, and last year a new Asian-American chamber launched. The International Institute of St. Louis has helped about 500 resettled refugees start businesses, said Crosslin.

But compared with many places, there are fewer resources here for immigrants to plug into the broader business world.

Changing that dynamic is one of the goals of the city and county leaders who commissioned Strauss' study and organized Tuesday's conference — which included a panel discussion with Jacob, Crosslin, Regional Chamber and Growth Association president Joe Reagan and moderated by Post-Dispatch editor Gilbert Bailon. The city and county also launched a committee to keep studying the issue, and to recommend specific programs that can make St. Louis more welcoming to immigrants.

"It's an open book as to what," said Denny Coleman, president of the St. Louis County Economic Council. "We know we just need to do a lot more."

The study pointed to cities such as Nashville, Tenn., and Louisville, Ky., which have launched broad campaigns to better integrate immigrants into the local business community, and to immigrant resource centers in Cleveland and Philadelphia, designed to ease the transitions of newcomers.

In the meantime, informal immigrant networks keep growing here.

That's what Rao Chilakala has seen in the 12 years he's lived in St. Louis. A native of Andhra Pradesh, in southern India, Chilakala moved here on an H1B visa to work as a programmer. Today he's a U.S. citizen and owner of Mayuri Indian restaurant in Creve Coeur. Along the way, he's organized South Asian festivals and launched a website full of resources for the South Asian community — listing everything from groceries to temples to where you can see the latest Bollywood hits.

"There are 10 Indian groceries here now," he said. "A decade ago? One or two."

Chilakala gets a lot of college students through his restaurant, especially Indian students from Missouri or neighboring states who are visiting St. Louis for the weekend. There's more opportunity for them back home than there used to be, he says. But they'd likely move here, he says, if they could.

"If you have opportunities, people will come," he said in between ringing out customers at Mayuri. "Once they come here and find out what St. Louis is, they stay."
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Supreme Court decisions allow Nasheed, Taylor to run in August

By Mike Lear
June 19, 2012 
Two decisions handed down today by the Missouri Supreme Court clear the way for two St. Louis-area democrat state lawmakers to run in the August Primary.

The Court upheld the trial court ruling that Representative Sylvester Taylor II can run in the 75th House District against Representative Rochelle Walton Gray. Gray petitioned the trial court saying that Taylor was ineligible because he didn’t live in that district for one year prior to the general election. The Supreme Court’s ruling says he only has to have lived in the county or any of the districts from which the 75th was drawn during reapportionment, and Taylor meets those criteria.

See the summary and the decision on the Walton Gray petition.
The Court overturned a trial court decision barring Representative Jamilah Nasheed from running in the 5th Senate District against Senator Robin Wright-Jones and Representative Jeanette Mott Oxford. Wright-Jones had petitioned that Nasheed was not eligible because she didn’t live in the district. The Court says an exception in the Constitution that lets a candidate live in any district from which the new district was drawn in the year prior to reapportionment.

See the summary and the decision on the Wright-Jones petition.
The Court usually accepts post-motion opinions for 15 days after handing down a decision, but under the expedited nature of this case that deadline is tomorrow. Its decision is not final until it issues a mandate.

DNR monitoring worsening drought conditions

By Mike Lear
June 20, 2012 
Drought conditions are worsening across the state, but are still not serious enough that the Department of Natural Resources has activated its drought response plan.

Water Resources Center director Ryan Miller says conditions are getting close to those triggers, however. He says DNR is closely monitoring the situation and working with local and national agencies. “We do have some areas of moderate drought in both northeast and southeast Missouri, and then some areas of severe drought in extreme southeast Missouri. We’re continuing to discuss long-term climate and weather forecasts, also looking at things like groundwater levels, stream flows and other hydrologic indicators that we have as part of our assessment tools.”

Miller says there are several signs DNR looks for to begin implementing its plan. “Looking at stream flows, looking at groundwater levels, looking at levels in many of the state’s reservoirs and water supply impoundments. Then, there are several, what are called “long-term drought indices,” primarily the Palmer Index, and that takes into account long-term soil moistures and other water in storage for the state.”

Click here to see the state’s drought plan. 

The impacts that have been reported to the Department so far all involve agriculture. Those have included slow emergence of crops, more expense associated with earlier and more frequent irrigation and the conditions of pasture and hay.  Miller says that is significant, but adds, “Thankfully we have not received any reports of impacts to public water supplies around the state, and we do continue to monitor reservoirs, the streams, the aquifers.”

The U.S. Drought Monitor’s next update will be available on Thursday.

BLOG ZONE 
Missouri Dems blast Spence for campaign donations

St. Louis Post-Dispatch - BY NICHOLAS J.C. PISTOR 
Posted: Tuesday, June 19, 2012 2:55 pm 

The Missouri Democratic Party on Tuesday called on Dave Spence, a St. Louis businessman running for governor, to explain a donation made to his campaign by one of his businesses. 

In a press release, the Democrats questioned the donation and Spence's involvement in the company, named Big Sky Properties, which wasn't disclosed on his personal financial disclosure. On Friday, the company donated $25,000 to his campaign. 

"We know Dave Spence has millions to spend on his own campaign, the question is why he’s funneling the money through an undisclosed corporation with a history of late tax payments,” said Isaac Wright of the Missouri Democratic Party. "It’s no surprise that a guy who would vote not to repay his bank’s bailout and inflate his academic credentials would run an equally dishonest campaign – but Spence needs to come clean with voters about where this money’s coming from and why."

Jared Craighead, a spokesman for Spence, said the candidate has been open and the donation is legal.  Spence is running in the GOP primary for a shot to face Governor Jay Nixon in the fall. 

"Everything is properly done," Craighead said, while saying the issue is old and declining to get into the specifics. "The Democrats want to keep rehashing and rehashing this issue trying to distract from Jay Nixon's abysmal job record and we're not going to let them."

States face $1.38 trillion gap in pension funding

St. Louis Post-Dispatch - BY DAVID NICKLAUS 
Posted: Tuesday, June 19, 2012 3:13 pm
State retirement-plan funding has been a big political issue for a few years now, but the problem is still getting worse. At least it got 9 percent worse in 2010, according to a new study by the Pew Center on the States. The combined shortfall across all state plans amounted to $1.38 trillion, up from $1.26 trillion in 2009.

Most of the political fighting has been over pensions, but they account for just $757 billion of the gap. The remaining $627 billion is for retiree health care and other promised benefits. Many states, including Missouri and Illinois, have made changes that will reduce future costs, but in 2010 they continued to fall behind. What's more, they can't blame financial markets, which generally provided positive returns in 2010. Pew notes:

All told, state and local governments participating in state-run retirement systems should have set aside $124 billion in fiscal year 2010 to pay the recommended contribution for their pension and retiree health care obligations. Policy makers were able to make 78 percent of the recommended contribution toward their states’ pension plans but set aside just 34 percent of what actuaries recommend should be set aside to pay for retiree health benefits.

Missouri's state pensions were 77 percent funded in 2010, down from 79 percent the previous year. Its health-care obligations are just 3 percent funded, and the two benefits combined represent an unfunded liability of $60 billion. Pew says the Show-Me State made just 89 percent of the recommended contribution to its pension plans and just 49 percent of the recommended payment for retiree health care. A law passed in 2010 raised the retirement age for new employees and required them to contribute more to their pensions; those changes should slow the growth of future liabilities.

Illinois once again had the nation's worst pension funding ratio, at 45 percent, leaving the state with a $76 billion pension funding gap. Retiree health care benefits were just 0.1 percent funded and represent a $44 billion liability, Pew says. Illinois also raised the retirement age for new employees in 2010, but the Legislature has so far been unable to agree on a broader pension overhaul.

Which states do right by both employees and taxpayers? Wisconsin is the only state with a fully funded pension plan, and Arizona has money set aside for 69 percent of its health-care liabilities, the top percentage among 48 states that have such liabilities. Arizona was also the only state to make the full recommended health-care contribution last year.

EDITORIALS … & Letters to the Editor

Hand-Up could change lives

Program would help low-income families avoid 'low-wage trap'

Springfield News-Leader 
This editorial is the view of the News-Leader Editorial Board 
6:47 PM, Jun 19, 2012   

The state’s Hand-Up Program is a great idea and could ultimately make a huge difference in our welfare system and in people’s lives.

Last Sunday, News-Leader legislative reporter Josh Nelson wrote about how this pilot program could help low-income families. He explained how low-income parents can get caught in a “low-wage trap” that keeps them from moving out of poverty. Sometimes, even a small raise can cost a parent social service benefits such as child care subsidy. In turn, that leaves parents unable to afford child care, which they need in order to continue working and earning more money.

The article pointed out that a raise that puts the family over the income guidelines — only $23,290 for a family of three — could change the cost of child care from $10-$20 a week to $150 or more.

Imagine paying $600 a month for child care, plus rent, utilities, food and other bills, when your gross income isn’t even $2,000 a month.

Through the Hand-Up Program, that family would pay on a sliding scale — the more earned, the more paid toward the child care. This makes sense. The family embraces its responsibility, can work hard to earn more without unreasonable penalty, and both the family and the state can look forward to a time when the family no longer needs assistance.

With the U.S Census Bureau reporting that 13.5 percent of families in this country live at the poverty rate, the 20.3 percent rate in Springfield is unacceptable, and one in five children in our community — almost half the students in Springfield Public Schools — live in those families. Those numbers have been steadily rising since 2007, so it is imperative that we do something fast.

Hand-Up, which was sponsored by Sen. Rob Schaaf, R-St. Joseph, is only a pilot program, reaching an initial 300 families in one urban and one rural community. It is expected to cost the state between $48,000 and $70,000 a year, a mere drop in the state’s budget, but more than twice what those families of three earn in a year.

If the program is managed properly, we can expect success on many levels. But we recognize that it is not a cure for the troubles that face so many poor families in the Ozarks. Nor is it a cure for an out-of-control welfare system that often creates a social stratum of poor who have no incentive to get out of the system.

Programs like this are just part of the answer. The community — at a local, state and federal level — must come together to address the issues of bone-crushing, generational poverty.

We encourage Gov. Jay Nixon to sign House Bill 1323, which includes the Hand-Up Program. It is an example of an inexpensive, cost-effective approach to changing the future, both for our state and for those families.

Editorial: VA Hospital here appears to be learning from 2010 tragedies

St. Louis Post-Dispatch
Posted: Wednesday, June 20, 2012 12:15 am  

In light of past troubles at the John Cochran VA Medical Center, it would be unwise to downplay a recent report into the death of a patient that resulted from negligence on the part of a nurse. She is alleged to have failed to monitor properly a patient on kidney dialysis.

But a close inspection of the report cautions against a rush to judgment. Yes, the St. Louis hospital has had problems. But they appear to be being addressed.

The report was issued by the Veterans Affairs Office of Inspector General on June 11. It examined a case from December 2010 and concluded that a licensed practical nurse at Cochran failed to recognize and report changes in the condition of a 58-year-old patient during hemodialysis and that, as a result, the patient died.

The report further identified a "lack of effective nursing leadership" in the unit, and added that the responsibilities of the nursing staff were not clearly delineated.

Among the report's recommendations was that the hospital develop better ways to measure nurses' competency, clearly define nursing roles, institute better guidelines for assessing patients' needs and conduct an audit of staffing in the hemodialysis unit to guard against allegations of favoritism.

Rima Nelson, the director of Cochran, and Dr. William Patterson, the regional VA director, concurred with the results and recommendations.

Patty Hendrickson, director of quality management for the VA St. Louis Health Care System, said Tuesday that some of the recommendations were being implemented even before the Inspector General's office got involved, following an internal investigation at Cochran. The IG investigation began in May 2011.

Ms. Hendrickson acknowledged that "2010 was not a good year for us."

That was the year when sloppy sterilization practices in Cochran's dental department put 1,812 veterans at risk for exposure to infectious diseases. In February 2011, a similar problem prompted the hospital to shut down its surgical suites and cancel more than 30 procedures.

Ms. Hendrickson said new practices have been instituted in the past two years, including "a lot of personnel changes and a lot of management changes," that have helped Cochran improve.

U.S. Sen. Claire McCaskill and U.S. Rep. Russ Carnahan have been closely monitoring Cochran's performance. Spokesmen for both St. Louis Democrats said the situation is improving, but progress needs to continue.

"While improvements have been made in some areas, I fear that the VA (Inspector General's) report may only recommend solutions to prevent this exact mistake from happening again," Mr. Carnahan, a member of the House subcommitee that oversees the VA health system, said in a press release.

"We must guard against other potential problems that could develop from a systemic failure of training and monitoring at Cochran," he added.

Last year, Cochran issued a plan designed to move veterans' services forward. The specifics of that plan are being implemented by the medical center.

The VA is the largest health care system in the country. In the last five years, the system has basked in reports of high patient satisfaction and excellent care outcomes.

As long as Cochran continues to move in its current direction and lawmakers continue to provide oversight, the medical center shows every prospect of moving into the ranks of the high-achieving facilities that do an excellent job for patients. The veterans deserve nothing less.


The Star’s editorial | KC school district must focus on accreditation

Kansas City Star
Posted on Tue, Jun. 19, 2012 6:12 PM

Just days ago Kansas City Public Schools looked as if it was falling back into an unfortunate pattern of changing focus with the change of superintendents.

That public perception followed the announcement that the district would drop its “student-centered” transformation started when John Covington was superintendent and go back to more traditional grade-level classrooms under current superintendent Steve Green.

But Green told The Star’s editorial board Tuesday that the shift should help the district focus its resources on regaining state accreditation after it lost provisional accreditation in January. The district is on track to get at least five of the 14 accreditation points this year.

Student-centered, or standards-based learning, was in 10 schools and was supposed to move into others, making Kansas City the largest district in the country to fully use the program. But the program requires smaller class sizes, more resources and professional development. Green properly said he may return to the concept later.

He also is pushing “cradle-to-kindergarten” early childhood education, and seeking community and philanthropic support to make it possible. That’s badly needed to better prepare urban children and their parents for the students’ academic success.

Green wants to prove that the revolving door of superintendents ends with him. Let’s hope so. To gain public trust, community support and improved academic performance, the district needs stability. It begins at the top and has to stand out in every classroom.

Op-ed: ‘Another Chance to Stand up for Rural Missouri’

Missouri News Horizon - Posted by: Guest Commentator
June 18, 2012

By U.S. Senator Claire McCaskill; Billy Thiel, President of the Missouri Corn Growers Association; and Larry Purdom, President of the Missouri Dairy Association:

– Folks in Missouri won’t find it surprising that a lot of people in Washington, D.C., just don’t get what it means to be from rural America. But an important debate happening right now in the U.S. Senate gives us a chance to bring that perspective to Washington—to strengthen resources for family farms and ranches in our communities, to support jobs and reduce the deficit, and to show some Missouri common sense to the leaders of Congress.

This week, the Senate continues debate on the Farm Bill—a huge undertaking every five years that affects American jobs and agriculture in every state and every community in the country.

This legislation touches every American family and business. And as this debate continues, we plan to work together to protect crucial resources that enable Missouri’s crop producers to manage risk and Missouri’s dairy farmers to cope with high costs—resources that ensure our country has reliable access to safe and affordable food. We also plan to work together to fight any nonsense rules and regulations that would hurt our farms and ranches in Missouri.

It’s a lack of rural perspective that led some bureaucrats to propose last summer that local producers should be required to have commercial driver’s licenses to drive their equipment on roads in their own communities. Then the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) started reviewing possible rules for “nuisance dust”—a category that could include simple farm dust from unpaved roads and everyday farming activity. And very recently, some bureaucrats in Washington came up with an idea for new child labor rules that could prevent our kids and grandkids from helping out on family farms and ranches.

Talk about out of touch. That lack of perspective threatens Missouri agriculture, and a way of life that stretches back generations. That’s why—in each of those cases—we worked together to put a stop to each of the proposed rules and regulations.

The Farm Bill is an opportunity to address challenges facing our rural communities, on issues that include shoring up resources for family agriculture, guarding against unreasonable regulations, keeping Farm Service Agency offices open, strengthening rural broadband access—and most importantly, supporting agriculture jobs and business across the country.

The Senate’s version of the Farm Bill also reduces the national deficit by more than $23 billion in a responsible, bipartisan way.

Families who make their living off the land face unique challenges and opportunities that people in Washington might not understand. But coming from rural Missouri, we do understand—and we carry Missouri values with us in this debate, including hard work and compromise.

That’s the kind of perspective we need to tackle these issues. And in the coming days, we hope to see strong bipartisan support for a Farm Bill that meets the needs of Missouri’s families.

–

U.S. Senator Claire McCaskill was born in Rolla, Mo.
Billy Thiel is President of the Missouri Corn Growers Association
Larry Purdom is President of the Missouri Dairy Association

Guest commentary: The future of the research university

St. Louis Post-Dispatch - By Brady Deaton 
Posted: Wednesday, June 20, 2012 12:00 am 

Last week, a landmark report on the future of public higher education in the United States was issued by the National Academies' National Research Council. The report is a wake-up call about the alarming direction of higher education because of decades of funding decline and faltering public educational policy.

The report offers solutions to this fiscal exigency and hope for revitalizing public higher education by recommending a financial model of shared responsibility among research universities, government, business and industry and philanthropy. As chancellor of the University of Missouri, I know that our efforts in reducing costs, educating more students with less funding and bolstering the state's economy by attracting outside investment have helped demonstrate that we truly are the state's partner. Thus, we have avoided the extreme reductions in support that other land-grant universities have suffered.

I urge readers to study this report and its 10-point action plan, which is available at www.nap.edu.

In essence, the report, "Research Universities and the Future of America: Ten Breakthrough Actions Vital to Our Nation's Prosperity and Security," calls for a new social contract that focuses on federal responsibility specifically for research and graduate education, each state's need to increase funding for undergraduate education and greater investment from the private sector to bolster innovation, technology, critical research facilities and workforce development.

This new action plan offers both challenge and opportunity to focus our efforts and resources in even more productive ways. To encourage dialogue among Missouri citizens and leaders eager to retain the quality of public higher education across the nation and in our state, MU will examine its status related to the 10 action steps and provide a public report on that status and progress.

As related to the report's recommendation, Strengthening Partnerships with Business, it is absolutely vital to Missouri's business and industry sector to fuel its expansion through innovation driven by multi-interdisciplinary research in plant and animal science, environmental resources, viticulture, medicine, veterinary medicine, computer science, chemistry, physics, engineering, the humanities and the arts, among others.

MU has long been known for the creation of networks to pursue advances in these areas that have translated into business/industry growth and job creation, demonstrated by our faculty's work with Monsanto, the Danforth Plant Science Center, the Missouri Botanical Garden, statewide telemedicine and the bioscience, life science and animal health corridors. MU's most recent new business start-ups that are consistent with the report's model for federally funded research and co-investment with the private sector include Organovo (organ printing) and Savage River Farms (soy chicken). Currently, the capital value of Organovo is spiraling after its initial public stock offering; indeed, the opportunities are limitless.

The Preamble to the Constitution of the United States declares that the role of government includes efforts to promote the general welfare of the citizenry. From the outset of this nation, we, as a people, have known with certainty and espoused with conviction that "education is America's ticket to the future" in its role of providing an informed citizenry and workforce that are at the heart of our great democracy.

This report from some of America's most prominent thinkers and leaders warns us that universities will not move forward — they cannot even hope to maintain current status — without strategic and bold actions as outlined. I look forward to working with colleagues in the University of Missouri System and throughout Missouri higher education, as well as state government leaders, to study and act on the recommendations in this report.

Letters to the editor, June 20

St. Louis Post-Dispatch
Posted: Wednesday, June 20, 2012 12:00 am 

Church has options to preserve historic house in Ste. Genevieve

On June 18, the Landmark Commission of Ste. Genevieve again discussed the Antoine O'Neille House, which is owned by the First Presbyterian Church of Ste. Genevieve.

Rick Schaefer, a clerk for the church, sent a letter to the commission that explained that an architect stated in his report that 'structurally, the building has challenges, especially at the east foundation and areas of framing and is a safety hazard for those willing to enter but (he doesn't) believe the house will collapse anytime soon." Mr. Shaefer, in the next paragraph, states that "the safety issue of touring the house is a matter of significant concern" to the church and, accordingly, the church denied the commission's request to enter the house.

I can understand the reluctance of the church to allow anyone entry to the O'Neille House. I took a tour in 2011. To say that I feared for my personal safety is a gross understatement. The floors shook significantly with every step. However, Mr. Shaeffer never said a word about the specific intentions of the church in addressing the code violations I outlined at a meeting in April.

It is evident that this church is in a quandary over its ownership of the Antoine O'Neille House. Its preservation would be expensive and may well exceed the church's available budget. I suggest that the church consider donating the Antoine O'Neille House to its neighbor, the Colonial Dames of America, Missouri Chapter. The Colonial Dames operates the neighboring Louis Bolduc Museum and has a better network for fundraising to support such projects. It also has a very successful and growing educational program that may be able to use additional space.

If Colonial Dames would accept the challenge of this gift, preservationists in this region would be able to move forward with the ultimate goal of the creation of a national park in Ste. Genevieve that would preserve, protect and interpret our national treasures for the enjoyment and education of future generations. It could be a winning proposition for all concerned.

Timothy G. Conley • Ste. Genevieve, Mo.

Close it down

Regarding "Another critical report at Cochran VA hospital" (June 13): Well, another veteran has died at John Cochran VA Medical Center. This is another loss at the hands of an inept and mismanaged care system. Employees are doing just enough to get by. The nursing staff is inadequate.

What we veterans call "the veterans disposer" (Cochran) needs only be compared to Truman Hospital in Columbia, Mo., to see what a qualified, caring hospital can do for our veterans. One glance and no one could doubt that the best thing to do with Cochran is sell it to St. Louis University and move all medical facilities to Jefferson Barracks VA Hospital.

Phillip Reagan • Wentzville

The off-beat pioneer

The Post-Dispatch may have been confused when it wrote that Steve Mizerany was "An early ruler of off-beat ads ..." in the editorial "Flying carpet grounded" (June 15). Mr. Mizerany actually was the first in St. Louis to make his own commercials, starting in the 1950s when the "Queen of Carpet," Schweig Engel and the Slyman Brothers were in elementary school.

When Mr. Mizerany's older brothers opened an appliance store on South Broadway after World War II, they asked Mr. Mizerany to make their commercials to save money. These live commercials were quite bizarre, as Mr. Mizerany butchered the English language with his extemporaneous dialogue and unorthodox antics.

It was Mr. Mizerany who influenced the plethora of area business owners who eventually would follow in his advertising footsteps many years later. Becky Rothman, the "Queen of Carpet," even had Mr. Mizerany share her flying carpet in a few of her commercials.

If my dad were alive today, I know he would very much appreciate that the St. Louis Post-Dispatch remembered him in this editorial. However, I'm sure he would use one of his most famous slogans to kindly remind the editorial writers: "Don't be confused!"

Catherine D. Mizerany • Arnold

Show me your papers

Let me get this straight: You have to show identification to walk down the public sidewalks on Washington Avenue, but you don't have to show an ID to vote ("Washington Ave. curfew in store," June 16).Sounds logical to me. I just never thought St. Louis would turn into the 'show me your papers" city.

J.C. Johnson • St. Louis County

One at a time

Considering President Barack Obama's economic record, it's hardly surprising that the panderer-in-chief has added amnesty for some illegal immigrants to his lackluster resume ("Immigrants on bubble breathe sigh of relief," June 16). In an administration noted for ignoring the limits of power, Mr. Obama is pursuing his reelection one special-interest group at a time, Congress and the Constitution be darned.

The only question still to be answered is just how he'll lay this latest outrage at the feet of former president George W. Bush.

Raymond T. Kyle • Florissant

Anything for a vote

Whether one agrees or disagrees with President Barack Obama's very recent positions on gay marriage, forcing religiously affiliated hospitals to provide birth control, reducing student loan interest rates or offering protection to some degree of young illegal immigrants, the timing of the announcements demonstrates his purpose to win votes by appealing to certain interest groups. If these were, in fact, his deeply held beliefs, the president wouldn't have waited three and a half years to say so. He will do or say anything to get a vote.

David C. Drury • St. Louis County

The Longest Day: A day for help and hope for Alzheimer's caregivers

Alzheimer's disease is the ultimate thief — a thief of memories, independence, control and, ultimately, life. I witnessed the effects of Alzheimer's as it robbed me of my grandmother, and I also learned that it is not just those with the disease who suffer, but it's also their caregivers. For the more than 15 million Americans caring for someone with Alzheimer's disease, every day is a test of love, patience, strength and endurance, making every day seem as though it is never-ending. Today, the longest day of the year, we will show people who are facing Alzheimer's that they are not alone.

To support area families battling the Alzheimer's epidemic, the Alzheimer's Association St. Louis Chapter is partnering with local media outlets to host a sunrise-to-sunset Longest Day Caregiver Phone Bank (800-272-3900). For 16 hours, Alzheimer's Association St. Louis Chapter staff and volunteers will be manning the phones to answer questions, provide information and give support to the countless caregivers who face this disease bravely every day. Caregiving is one of the most difficult jobs, and the Longest Day provides a wonderful opportunity for people to reach out and receive professional advice. It's important to know the signs of Alzheimer's, get an early diagnosis, make legal and financial decisions and decide on care options. Today, the longest day, is a day for help and hope.

When the sun sets on the Longest Day, we will celebrate the courage that people facing Alzheimer's have every day. We're in it until Alzheimer's is finished!

For more information, call the Alzheimer's Association, at 800.272.3900.

Tammie Holland • St. Louis Co-host, Majic 104.9 St. Louis County

