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Cape mail processing center will stay open until at least 2014

Friday, May 18, 2012

By Melissa Miller ~ Southeast Missourian

Cape Girardeau's Richard G. Wilson Mail Processing and Distribution Facility will remain open at least through February 2014. 

The facility was not among the 140 set to close starting this summer as part of a modified plan to consolidate its mail processing centers announced Thursday by the U.S. Postal Service. 

The new two-phase plan calls for up to 140 consolidations to be completed by February 2013 and a second round of 89 consolidations to begin in February 2014. 

Cape Girardeau's center was not included in the first round of consolidations. Those facilities selected for the second round have not yet been named by the Postal Service. 

"USPS expects to pursue consolidation activities for an additional 89 mail processing locations beginning in 2014 unless its circumstances change," said Richard Watkins, Postal Service spokesman in Kansas City, Mo. "While the Cape Girardeau processing and distribution facility is not included in phase 1, we expect it to be reviewed for phase 2, which will be announced at a later time, probably early next year." 

At a news briefing Thursday in Washington, D.C., Postmaster General Patrick Donahoe said the agency's mail processing network had simply become too big, given declining mail volume and its mounting debt. 

As more people choose the Internet to communicate and pay bills, first-class mail volume has declined 50 percent since 2006. The agency has forecast a record $14.1 billion loss by the end of this year. Without changes, it said, annual losses would exceed $21 billion by 2016. 

Donahoe stressed that even with its latest moves, the agency still faces mounting losses without congressional action that would give it more leeway to eliminate Saturday mail delivery and reduce health and labor costs. 

Once both phases of the consolidations are completed, the Postal Service will have reduced its workforce by 28,000 employees and save about $2.1 billion annually. 

According to the Postal Service's feasibility study, consolidating the Cape Girardeau center's operations with St. Louis will save the agency $3.8 million annually. The center currently has about 100 employees. 

The Postal Service had previously planned to close 252 of its 461 mail processing centers but agreed to postpone any closures until after May 15 to give Congress time to act. 

A postal reform bill passed the Senate but stalled in the House. 

Senate Bill 1789 included an amendment sponsored by Sen. Claire McCaskill, D-Mo., containing provisions to prevent rural post office closures, reform federal employee compensation benefits and preserve six-day delivery and current service standards. 

"The Postal Service is finally listening to common sense, and that's great news for Missouri jobs, families and businesses, and for folks across rural American who rely on the mail," McCaskill said in a news release Thursday. "I've fought alongside folks on the ground in Missouri to send a clear message that our postal facilities are more than just brick and mortar -- they're the lifeblood of rural America." 

Last week, the Postal Service backed off closing hundreds of rural post offices, saying it would cut costs instead by reducing operating hours. 

Mark Guilliams, owner of Premium Regional Mail, a direct mail business in Jackson, spoke out during public meetings about how the mail processing center closure would affect his business and his customers. He's relieved that business will continue as usual for now. 

"I had a feeling what they were asking for was too extreme trying to close 252 facilities all at once. This is a big win for rural American businesses," he said. 

Currently, most bulk mail processed at the Cape Girardeau distribution center for local delivery arrives within one to two days. If that mail were instead processed in St. Louis, Guilliams expects it would take a week or more to reach its destination. 

"For our advertisers that use the mail to promote themselves, that could have been a real nightmare for them because we have such a good facility here, they're getting their bulk mail out next day pretty much," Guilliams said. 

Under the new distribution center consolidation plan, about 80 percent of the U.S. that currently enjoys overnight first-class mail delivery will continue to do so through the end of next year, After that, barring congressional action, the Postal Service will proceed with new service standards that will slow first class mail and reduce overnight delivery. 

The Associated Press contributed to this report. 

Missouri mail sorting hubs spared from closing; Illinois centers not so lucky


BY BILL LAMBRECHT • stltoday.com | Posted: Thursday, May 17, 2012 5:15 pm |

WASHINGTON • A revised Postal Service plan for consolidating mail processing centers excludes potential sites Missouri but identifies several hubs in southern Illinois for closing, including those in Centralia and Carbondale.

Postmaster General Patrick Donahoe declared in a briefing that many facilities lacked the business given the Postal Service's mounting debt.

"We simply do not have the mail volumes to justify the size and capacity of our current mail processing network," he said. "To return to long-term profitability and financial stability while keeping mail affordable, we must match our network to the anticipated workload."

The Postal Service announced last year said it was considering closing as many as 252 mail processing centers and 3,700 post offices because of its financial straits. Processing hubs identified at the time included those in Cape Girardeau and Springfield, Mo.

Under the new plan, as many as 140 of the sorting hubs will be consolidated by next February, 48 of them by this summer.

Seven Illinois processing centers were included in the list released by the Postal Service this afternoon. Those in Centralia, Carbondale and Quincy would be consolidated with the Springfield facility. The sorting operation in Bloomington would be split between facilities in Peoria and Champaign.

The plan drew the ire of Sen. Dick Durbin, D-Ill., who laid blame on the GOP-run House for failing to act on a Senate-passed plan to reorganize the Postal Service or to take up a plan of its own. House leaders have objected to the cost of the Senate legislation.

The Senate bill included an amendment from Durbin that would enable processing facilities deemed efficient to remain open.

"If you're not going to legislate, then why are you here?" Durbin asked on the Senate floor in comments directed at the House.

Sen. Claire McCaskill, D-Mo., has pressed the Postal Service to spare rural post offices and engineered an amendment on the Senate legislation to delay closings for one year and impost strict criteria on decisions the Postal Service makes after that.

She said that in modifying its plan for processing facilities, "The Postal Service is finally listening to common sense, and that’s great news for Missouri jobs, families and businesses, and for folks across rural American who rely on the mail."

The announcement today sought to reassure those who worried about broad-scale closings that might have impeded first-class delivery of prescription drugs and newspapers and slowed the arrival of first-class mail.

The Postal Service, an independent agency, has predicted that it could lose a record $14.1 billion this year.

As jobless rate falls, long-term unemployment benefits for many are ending

As the jobless rate declines, Washington is phasing out its extended aid to states, affecting tens of thousands of people.

By DIANE STAFFORD

The Kansas City Star


About 236,000 long-term U.S. job hunters this month ran out of unemployment benefits.

They joined about 134,000 who had exhausted their benefits in April, and about 40,000 whose checks ended in January or February.

In states around the country, including Missouri and Kansas, the State Extended Benefits program has ended.

That program was tacked onto a companion federal emergency benefits program that also is scheduled to end by the end of this year.

The phased shutdown is creating conjecture about whether the jobless recipients will ramp up their job hunts and land work — or whether social service agencies will see an even greater influx of clients needing help because their sources of income have run dry. 

The state extended-benefits program was financed by the federal government because of continued joblessness spawned by the Great Recession. When a state’s average jobless rate stayed above a certain threshold, the program added about three months’ worth of unemployment checks on top of other emergency compensation.

“I’m in a bad situation. I’ve run out,” said Sarah Thurman, a civil engineer who was downsized from Black & Veatch in 2010.

Back then the Kansas City woman had just had a baby and wasn’t in a hurry to go back to work. But as the economy continued to slump and household finances got tighter, she began to look for engineering jobs again.

“In the first year I was very particular in my job search,” Thurman said. “Now I’m looking for anything. I just spent two hours filling out an application for Toys ‘R’ Us and the next morning had a rejection saying they had more-qualified applicants.”

In addition to the end of the extended state program, three “tiers” of the federal Emergency Unemployment Compensation program also are phasing out.

Unless Congress extends that program — as it has several times since the first tier was established in July 2008 — all of the federal tiers are scheduled to end completely on Dec. 29. 

Because this is an election year and no one can precisely estimate what the unemployment rate will be later this year, the program’s future is unknown.

Eligibility for some federal tiers, which had helped authorize as many as 99 weeks of jobless benefits for some workers, already has disappeared in many states. In Missouri, about 725 people a week are running out of all federal benefits available to them. In Kansas, about 284 a week are getting their final payments.

About 7 million Americans get unemployment insurance checks each week. It’s a fluid population. In the most recent week, about 370,000 newly jobless workers filed for first-time benefits, while others found work or cycled off eligibility.

Recipients — whose checks average slightly under $300 a week nationally — are among just over half of all unemployed workers who are eligible for benefits. Workers have to have been employed long enough and earned enough money from an employer in the system to qualify for the aid.

Eligibility is an individual and complicated thing, and many recipients aren’t sure whether they’re facing their last checks or not.

“I’ve worked in human resources for years, so I kind of know how unemployment insurance works,” said Rosann Speer of Overland Park, who is trying to find out whether her 38 weeks of jobless benefits are all she’ll get.

“I may be running out in two weeks,” Speer said. “I should be more adept at finding out this information, but it’s difficult to get answers, so I’m left in panic mode.”

She, like many of the long-term unemployed, has cashed in her 401(k) savings to live on.

“I’m applying for just anything,” she said. “At this point it’s survival mode. If my checks end I can pay my rent one more month at the sacrifice of not paying other things.”

Extend or not?

Economists and politicians have strongly divided opinions about whether the cutoff of the checks will serve as an economic spark or drain.

James Sherk, a senior policy analyst in labor economics at the Heritage Foundation, is in the “spark” camp. Sherk has written that extended benefits increase the time workers stay unemployed because the unemployment checks are a cushion that allows them to be pickier about the kind of jobs they seek rather than just taking any jobs.

Also opposed to long-term benefits is Chris Edwards, an economist at the Cato Institute. Edwards, editor of DownsizingGovernment.org, says extended benefits are a drain on the federal budget and cause higher unemployment taxes to be levied against businesses to pay for the programs. He also thinks that the system is ripe for fraud and that unemployment checks detract from personal responsibility.

On the flip side is Carl Van Horn, director of the John J. Heldrich Center for Workforce Development at Rutgers University. Van Horn says the rules attached to receiving jobless benefits produce more aggressive job hunts, coupled with more job-hunting assistance from the Labor Department offices, where applicants are required to report their job-search activities.

He and others say that without jobless benefits — and in a continued lackluster job market — unemployment checks keep many recipients from having to use other government safety net programs such as food stamps, disability insurance, Social Security, Medicare or Medicaid.

‘They’re struggling’

At Catholic Charities, which serves the Kansas City and St. Joseph area, staff members are seeing that happen.

“We have some skilled professionals who have gone through all their benefits and exhausted their savings and now are going to the food pantries,” said Jan Motl, director of community services. “They’re devastated and humiliated. They’re struggling.”

Carrie Rosetti, supervisor of housing at the agency, said she also was seeing clients in their foreclosure intervention program who have gone through all their savings along with their unemployment benefits and are “desperate to work out of the hole.”

At the National Employment Law Project, which tracks unemployment program changes nationally, executive director Christine Owens said the state extended programs were phasing out because state unemployment rates were dropping. That’s a good thing on its face.

But “job openings are not taking the place of these cuts,” Owens said, noting that many of the long-term unemployed still can’t find work.

Across the country, employers generally prefer to hire people who have remained in the workplace or had only brief jobless periods rather than people who have been out of work a long time.

Fair or not, the presumption is that their skills are rusty or that their long unemployment indicates a less-than-vigorous will to work.

“Over the years there have been eight major recessions, each time during which Congress provided federal extensions of unemployment benefits,” said George Wentworth, a lawyer and unemployment expert with the National Employment Law Project.

“Typically, Congress increased the number of available weeks as unemployment got worse and then scaled them back as the economy got better, until the emergency program ultimately disappeared.

“What’s different about this recession is the continued deep level of unemployment. Right now, 41 percent of the unemployed have been out of work long term.” 


Missouri River corridor rebounding after flood
Marshall White
St. Joseph News-Press
On Twitter: @SJNPWhite
MOUND CITY, Mo. — Despite last year’s flooding, bridge closings, interrupted highway traffic and other problems along the Missouri River corridor between Omaha, Neb., and Kansas City, the area is rebounding and open for business.

That was the message delivered Thursday at Squaw Creek National Wildlife Refuge by representatives from Missouri, Iowa, Nebraska and Kansas, who have formed a group called MINK. It’s a coalition of communities and organizations designed to promote business and tourism in 2010.

“I like the part that MINK crosses state lines and seeks to develop a broader tourism prospective,” said Tye Parsons, executive director of the Northwest Missouri Regional Council of Governments.

Representative from the Small Business Administration, U.S. Department of Agriculture’s rural development program and the Economic Development Administration were on hand to discuss programs and low-interest loans that each agency offers for small businesses and charitable groups as they work to recover. Also attending Thursday’s meeting were members of Northwest Missouri Enterprise Facilitation, a home-grown business development group working to improve the area.

MINK is promoting agri-tourism, tourism and local foods as a means to improving the corridor’s economy, and those are all business opportunities that Northwest Enterprise wants to promote, said Annette Weeks, who is a coordinator for the group.

MINK representatives recounted stories of survival and a return to normalcy.

“People ask me how long I’ve been in business and I tell them ‘two floods,’” said Bill Hutting, owner of Sportsman Lodge. “The lodge is located in the thriving community of Bigelow, Mo., population 12, even though the sign says 32.”

Since the 1960s, the former schoolhouse has been a favorite for visitors wanting to go bird hunting, such as Mickey Mantle, Ted Williams and Gen. Jimmy Doolittle, Mr. Hutting said.

A couple of years ago, Mr. Hutting moved to Holt County and bought the lodge. Despite having to survive two floods and a major break-in, he said he’s going to stay and continue to grow his dream.

The restaurant in the lodge is open Friday and Saturday nights, as well as Sunday afternoons. Bigelow is about three miles west of Mound City.

A Nebraska town that’s often a favorite for St. Joseph day trippers will be ready for visitors. The River Inn and Spirit of Brownville are open, said Bob Chitwood, a Brownville community leader. The Memorial Day weekend flea market will happen and the community is hosting a new history festival on June 9 and 10.

The MINK group plans to hold quarterly meetings, rotating from state to state, as it seeks to focus on common goals that will help promote the region’s rural communities and start new businesses.

Marshall White can be reached at marshall.white@newspressnow.com. Follow him on Twitter: @SJNPWhite.
Emerson takes on FEMA over flood plain map

Friday, May 18, 2012

Standard Democrat

WASHINGTON -- Eighth District Rep. Jo Ann Emerson won acceptance for an amendment to the fiscal year 2013 Homeland Security Appropriations bill, which provides funding for the Federal Emergency Management Agency, regarding changes to flood hazard maps. The House Appropriations Committee considered the bill Wednesday. 

"Scott County is a perfect example of how this process needs more attention and accountability," Emerson said. "The flood maps are changing and local communities are extremely limited in their ability to get information from FEMA, to respond to it, and to get some action on their concerns. It should not be that way. These changes create serious costs and concerns about development. Not complying with the new map on FEMA's aggressive timeline has consequences for a community's participation in the National Flood Insurance Program." 

Emerson's language recommends FEMA grant flexibility to communities needing more time to review the maps and encourages greater communication from FEMA to local authorities. 

Emerson said FEMA provided maps to Scott County that were incomplete and included inaccurate assessments of the development potential for areas north of Sikeston. 

"Under the rules as FEMA enforces them today, there is practically no recourse for a community which identifies inaccuracies in the flood maps. And if the maps being provided are incomplete, there is no way to tell whether an appeal is necessary or not. FEMA is making significant changes to the map in Scott County and the city of Sikeston, and they ought to be held accountable for their work," Emerson said. 

Emerson has secured a meeting for local officials with representatives from FEMA to discuss the matter. She will attend the meeting in Sikeston in early June. 

Same-sex marriage issue divides President Obama, many black ministers

By HELEN T. GRAY

The Kansas City Star


Civil rights or sin?

When it comes to gay marriage, as recently supported by the first African-American president, many black pastors in the Kansas City area see sin.

Which places them in the pulpit against the stand taken by Barack Obama, symbol of civil rights history and hero on so many other issues important to black Democrats.

“This is not a gay issue but a moral issue,” said the Rev. C.L. Bachus, pastor of Mount Zion Baptist Church in Kansas City, Kan. “We know that biblically we are bound to disapprove of same-sex relationships, along with other behaviors that are considered sin.”

While conceding that younger generations of black Americans are more accepting of such a change, Judy Coffey of Overland Park, a volunteer worker for Obama in 2008, said she hadn’t expected the president’s action. 

“I felt like it was a sucker punch … a political message,” she said. “I was born and bred in Bible-based churches. The majority of African-Americans I’ve talked to are disappointed because the majority has attachments to the church and the Bible.” 

The Rev. Rodney Williams, pastor of Swope Parkway United Christian Church, said he is getting mixed signals from African-Americans with whom he has talked.

“Some are not sure how they feel,” he said. “Some individuals have become disillusioned.”

Many gays and their supporters have called it hypocritical for black ministers, who have fought for decades for equal rights, to turn their backs.

“This insults me beyond measure,” Bachus responded. “We were fighting for our constitutional rights, which were not being applied to us.”

Recalling growing up in Mississippi when blacks couldn’t walk on the sidewalk if whites were there, he continued: 

“We were not trying to change any rights. I believe all gay people should be treated right, but gays are fighting for a lifestyle. We were fighting for our lives and to be considered a person.”

Many leaders of black churches across the nation have said the same, fiercely renouncing the president’s decision. Some have even suggested their flocks stay home on Election Day. 

Some pastors locally and others nationally, African-American leaders such as the Revs. Jesse Jackson and Al Sharpton, have weighed in behind Obama. Long-time segregation fighter and now U.S. Rep. James Clyburn of South Carolina has gone further than Obama, saying it is a question of civil rights and should not be left to the states.

None of the local leaders believes the issue will have much effect on support among African-Americans in the next election. “We are not one-issue people,” Williams said.

African-Americans overwhelmingly vote Democratic, but they also have a strong history of following their religious leaders. The black community has been among the least supportive of gay issues, even of African-Americans coming out of the closet.

A Pew study last month found the percentage of blacks favoring gay marriage has increased from 26 percent in 2008 to 39 percent now; those opposed, however, numbered just under half. Others note that even the conversation sparked by recent events was almost impossible a decade ago.

This divergence from other usually liberal sectors showed up in 2008 when Californians voted on Proposition 8 in support of a constitutional amendment to restrict marriage to separate genders. A CNN exit poll showed that 70 percent of African-Americans supported Prop 8; at the same time, 94 percent voted for Obama. Majorities of other ethnic groups also backed the measure, but not by numbers as large as the black voters.

Although not loudly, Obama himself opposed the amendment, which federal courts have since ruled unconstitutional, but without removing the stay on gay marriage. 

The president, who also has belonged to black Christian churches, has said his position on same-sex marriage has been evolving. Polls find that many consider his recent declaration in favor of same-sex marriage to be politically motivated in an election year after he was put in a corner by statements by Vice President Joe Biden.

When a few days later North Carolina voters passed an amendment to ban same-sex marriage, partnerships and civil unions (similar restrictions have been written into the Missouri and Kansas constitutions), Obama issued his ground-breaking statement. That landed him on the cover of Newsweek, which declared him the nation’s “first gay president.” 

It also got him in hot water with the Baptist Ministers Union of Kansas City, Kan., which was quick to issue a release that “the image of God is reflected in a godly union between male and female. … This is only possible in a heterosexual union.”

Calling on the president to re-think his stance, Pentecostal Bishop John Birmingham is organizing a “Traditional Marriage Rally” for next weekend in Kansas City. He has said embracing homosexuality will bring judgment upon the nation.

Others contend that if one takes every word of the Bible literally, then one could get back to the religious rightness of slavery.

The Rev. Leslie Hoover, an ordained Episcopal minister who is a deacon at St. Mary’s Episcopal Church, commended the president for a courageous stand.

“While the Episcopal Church does not perform marriage ceremonies between same-sex couples, we do blessings of their unions,” she said. “This is a controversial issue in our denomination, but we try to take a loving and understanding position on the relationship.

“I would hope African-Americans would not let this one single issue — if they disagree with him — cloud their view of all he has done as president. Especially considering the alternative.”

The alternative is Republican Mitt Romney, a Mormon who is against same-sex marriage. But many of his other platforms are anathema to black voters.

Patricia Jones of Kansas City said both she and her friend Judy Coffey still intend to work for Obama for the upcoming election. She disagreed with Coffey in that, “I don’t think he did this for political reasons. 

“He is trying to get along with everyone, and I think this is admirable. People need to go back and listen to his whole statement.”

Black pastors from more liberal denominations say “amen” to that.

The Rev. Sallye Coe Taylor, a Unity resource minister for churches and ministers, said she favors gay marriage and doesn’t think decisions on the issue should be made by politicians.

“Responsible people should decide who they want to marry, regardless of sex, and it’s nobody else’s business. It is prejudice to not allow them the right and privilege to get married.”

It definitely is a civil rights issue, Taylor said. 

“I would hope that black people above all, who have gone through so much prejudice themselves, should not be prejudiced against gay people, since I honestly believe that’s the way God created them, just like God created us black.”

Swope Parkway’s Williams downplayed the controversy. 

“President Obama is not the pastor, the priest or the prophet of the United States of America.”


Read more here: http://www.kansascity.com/2012/05/17/3616357/issue-of-same-sex-marriage-divides.html#storylink=cpy

Outside spending the focus of campaign ads in Missouri's U.S. Senate race 


BY BILL LAMBRECHT stltoday.com | Posted: Friday, May 18, 2012 6:15 am |
WASHINGTON • With Claire McCaskill as his guest, Comedy Central's Stephen Colbert joked last week that the Missouri senator "had the audacity to run this attack ad against the attack ad launchers."

Responding to Colbert's mock indignation, McCaskill referred to 'sleazy, slimy, secret money" being spent against her.

Colbert asked: "Knowing where the money came from — do you think that's important to the voters in Missouri? They're not known for wanting people to show them things."

The question was part of Colbert's satire, but the answer could be a factor in whether McCaskill, a Democrat, keeps her Senate seat.

Banking that Missourians will resent the millions in untraceable money flowing into the state, McCaskill is running commercials condemning ads paid for by Crossroads GPS and others. And, like other Democrats, she's raising campaign cash by decrying the limitless donations at work this election season.

"They just keep coming back. Secret money, attacking Claire McCaskill," an announcer says in McCaskill's latest TV ad.

But the tactic may prove risky for McCaskill, who also has been helped by significant spending by outside groups.

She has been the beneficiary of about $460,000 in ads run by Patriot Majority, one of the new liberal-leaning 'super PACs," so named because they are unbound by contribution limits as long as they don't coordinate with candidates.

Several other super PACs favor McCaskill, including the Majority PAC, which has spent more than $200,000 on ads, according to estimates from the McCaskill campaign.

"She's the beneficiary of outside money, too," said Lance Trover, spokesman for the National Republican Senatorial Committee.

One distinction is traceability. Crossroads GPS, the U.S. Chamber of Commerce and several other entities that have run millions of dollars in ads attacking McCaskill claim tax statuses that enable them to shield donors. That is believed to be the case with just one group running ads on McCaskill's behalf — VoteVets — which has spent about $200,000.

McCaskill has been effective in raising money outside Missouri, often in small donations. In her first Senate campaign in 2006, she and her supporters were able to prevail despite the $12 million in outside money spent against her.

That was before the Citizens United Supreme Court ruling in 2010 and other decisions lifting restrictions on corporate and union contributions and enabling the shielding of donor identities.

The vast sums flowing into campaigns this year "are redefining electoral politics," said Paul Ryan, senior counsel at the nonprofit Campaign Legal Center in Washington. Ryan believes the super PACs and untraceable donations could have a bigger impact on congressional elections than presidential politics because it takes less money to sway smaller elections.

The potency of outside spending was displayed in the primary election defeat last week of Indiana Sen. Richard Lugar, a six-term centrist Republican, by Tea Party-aligned Richard Mourdock. Three groups alone — the anti-tax Club for Growth, Tea Party-affiliated FreedomWorks for America and the National Rifle Association — spent more than $3 million to defeat Lugar, considerably more than what Mourdock raised.

McCaskill told Colbert that $4.3 million in ads have aired against her from an array of organizations. That was before the U.S. Chamber of Commerce began a new campaign in Missouri that is believed to exceed $1 million.

McCaskill described her reaction to such efforts in a recent interview.

"I have no idea who is putting millions and millions of dollars into Missouri to distort my record," she said. "It doesn't appear to me that it's a lot of people who want their name put down because why wouldn't they be giving to one of my opponents? If this was about choosing them over me, why are they just trying to disqualify me?"

Answers to that questions might be found in the ads.

The Chamber of Commerce's new anti-McCaskill ad starts with these words: "Free enterprise is under attack from Washington, killing jobs, and Claire McCaskill's agenda is part of the problem. McCaskill voted in favor of 'Obamacare.'"

The ads are part of "an early, aggressive and high-impact effort to set the terms of the debate" in four Senate contests and 17 U.S. House contests, said chamber consultant Scott Reed.

The chamber — which has endorsed St. Louis businessman John Brunner in the GOP's three-way primary — already had spent over $1 million in Missouri before the new phase of its campaign, according to estimates. Rob Engstrom, the chamber's political director, declined to provide details. "This is our second footprint, and we intend to continue that momentum between now and November," he said.

Also targeting McCaskill is the 60-Plus Association, a Virginia-based advocacy group that has fashioned itself as a conservative alternative to AARP. In March, 60-Plus, one of the groups that does not disclose donors, announced a $3.5 million ad campaign in Missouri and four other states that featured entertainer Pat Boone warning of rationed care and a bankrupt Medicare.

The McCaskill campaign contends that their candidate has weathered the early spending, pointing to a poll released Monday conducted by a Democratic-aligned firm showing her leading the three Republicans competing to challenge her. In addition to Brunner, former state Treasurer Sarah Steelman and U.S. Rep. Todd Akin are vying for the GOP nomination.

But the poll also showed that McCaskill had not reached 50 percent support, an indication of her vulnerability.

Crossroads GPS has raised nearly $77 million for its spending in elections this political cycle, according to tax records released last month. The tax-exempt group, co-founded by GOP strategist Karl Rove in 2010, has been allowed to keep donors secret as long as it spends its money on 'social welfare." The Campaign Legal Center and others have petitioned the IRS to investigate whether Crossroads crosses the boundary into electoral politics.

Crossroads spokesman Nate Hodson said his organization has spent $2.2 million thus far on "issue ads" in Missouri, among nine states where the group is active in Senate races.

"Claire McCaskill unabashedly sides with President Obama to expand both the size of government and the national debt, which puts her record contrary to the type of leadership Missourians expect and the vision Crossroads GPS has for our country," he said in a statement.

When Crossroads recently opened a $1.2 million ad campaign in Missouri and four other Senate races, the Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee highlighted the spending in a fundraising drive saying, "We need to meet the attack head on."

Matt Canter, spokesman for the committee, claimed the solicitations worked but declined to divulge receipts. "We're going to have to keep ringing the alarm bells to let our grass-roots supporters know that we need their help," he said.

McCaskill and others hope to prove wrong the conclusion by political scientists over the years that voters pay little attention to money in political campaigns.

Democratic pollster Stan Greenberg, who has completed a new poll on money in politics, said neither party holds an advantage on the issue. "It is clearly a ballot box issue, but not as long as both parties are seen as part of the problem," he said.

But Greenberg said his survey found that voters see campaign spending as part of larger ills in the country and that the mention of multimillion-dollar campaign contributions increases the power of candidates' broader messages.

"The mainstream of the country is in favor of limiting spending. They're not the Supreme Court. They're their own arbiter on the issue," he said.

Missouri Senate losing several powerful voices

BY VIRGINIA YOUNG stltoday.com | Posted: Friday, May 18, 2012 12:10 am

JEFFERSON CITY • Democrat Tim Green of Spanish Lake will spend his last day in the Missouri Senate today fighting to rein in local development subsidies.

Republican Jason Crowell of Cape Girardeau will devote his energies to a tax credit overhaul that would take a bite out of historic preservation funding.

Republican Jane Cunningham of Chesterfield will try to wrangle votes for a measure removing seniority protection in public school teacher layoffs.

All three state senators face long odds. They have pursued their goals for years. And this is their last chance.

They are among the dozens of lawmakers who, because of either term limits or redistricting, won't be back in the Legislature after the session ends at 6 p.m. today.

The departing senators represent what one colleague calls "big personalities" who often dominate debate. They are among the Legislature's most senior members, having served in the House before being elected to the Senate. They've made their mark on policies ranging from labor issues to state pensions to public education.

Green, a legislator for 22 years, is the most senior. He is one of two members of the Legislature — Rep. Chris Kelly of Columbia is the other one — whose initial stint in the House began before term limits kicked in. Thus, Green has served longer than the 16 years that are possible now — eight in each chamber.

President of the Missouri State Building and Construction Trades Council, Green has been labor's point man in fending off GOP bills that would dilute the prevailing wage law and bar union membership as a condition of employment.

Green hopes his last contribution will be to rein in tax increment financing abuses. He wants to require that decisions by county TIF commissions to reject a project can be overridden only with a public vote in the city in question.

While the Legislature is overwhelmingly Republican, Green's tenure goes back to the time when Democrats ran both chambers. He once chaired the House Budget Committee and counts as one of his proudest accomplishments keeping Bellefontaine Habilitation Center, a facility in his district for the developmentally disabled, open despite efforts by several governors to close it.

On the flip side, Crowell came into the House in 2000 as a member of the minority party and helped mold the takeover when Republicans assumed control in 2002, becoming the first Republican majority leader in over half a century.

He has become known for powerful speeches and deft parliamentary maneuvers.

Crowell's secret? "I actually read the bills," he said. "I understand the bills. I don't just rely on talking points."

A member of the board that runs the largest state pension system, Crowell was the driving force behind a 2010 cost-control bill that required future state employees to contribute to their retirement.

This year, Crowell shut down the Senate for a day until his demands on the state budget were met. He accused House Speaker Steve Tilley, R-Perryville, of padding the budget to curry favor with potential lobbying clients.

Attacking your opponent's motives is usually taboo on the House and Senate floor. Yet Crowell maintains that he's not breaking decorum. He said the environment was worse a decade ago, when Democrat Bob Holden was governor. Holden once "threw his budget book at me" during a meeting, Crowell recalled.

Crowell's final cause is tax credit reform. He led the way as senators this week crafted a compromise that would cap historic preservation tax credits at $75 million a year, down from the current cap of $140 million. The Senate sweetened the package by including a new tax credit sought by the House to help lure amateur sporting events to Missouri.

"When you want a new tax credit relative to economic development, in my way of thinking, you're explicitly admitting that the old ones aren't working," Crowell said. "Otherwise, why do you need the new ones?"

The House has so far refused to even take it up for consideration. Developers' campaign contributions to lawmakers are "absolutely" to blame, Crowell alleges, castigating colleagues for bowing to "those that we have made millionaires through state subsidies."

Sen. Chuck Purgason, another senator who is term-limited out this year, has called for a return of campaign contribution limits. He said special interests have too much control when they can dish out six-figure donations.

Purgason, a Republican from Caulfield, often flavors his speeches with country references. This week, he killed a bill reducing fees for some animal shelters with a filibuster, reading aloud passages from "The Frontiersman" by Allan Eckert.

Purgason's main legacy will be his sponsorship of the 2005 Medicaid cuts. He also has worked with Crowell to stem the growing expense of tax credits.

If the tax credit bill is an uphill battle, Cunningham may have had a steeper hill to climb.

Cunningham, who had a health scare Wednesday when she became dizzy and her blood pressure spiked, was back in the Capitol on Thursday evening after tests showed all was fine. She was trying to persuade enough of her GOP colleagues to vote for a House-passed bill that would get rid of the rule that says school districts must lay off new teachers first.

Cunningham has championed various school choice bills for eight years in the House and four in the Senate. She said her passion for the issue stemmed from her experiences as the parent of a son who didn't thrive in the Ladue School District but did after the family moved him to a Catholic school.

"I began seeing parents need an option to get the child to a school that works for them," she said.

Cunningham, who lost her seat when new reapportionment maps carved up her district, isn't leaving public life. She may look for a federal education post if Republican Mitt Romney wins the presidency. Or she may seek to chair the Missouri Republican Party.

Others are simply going home.

Purgason said he's eager to spend all his time on his small business. Green said he would like to teach part time at a community college. Crowell, a newlywed, said his only campaign will be for "husband of the year."

May 17, 6:50 PM EDT

Mo. senator back at Capitol after hospitalization 

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- A Missouri senator hospitalized after she became light-headed has returned to the state Capitol.

Sen. Jane Cunningham says she was admitted to a local hospital Wednesday because her blood pressure had risen to dangerously high levels. She returned Thursday afternoon to the Senate floor, where several lawmakers briefly spoke with her during debate on different bills.

Cunningham is a Republican from Chesterfield and is completing her first Senate term.

Cunningham on Wednesday was taken from her Capitol office in a wheelchair and driven to the hospital. She remained there overnight for observation.

Midwest Democracy | Bill giving KC authority to set up land bank awaits Nixon’s signature

May 18 

JASON HANCOCK
There are neighborhoods in Rep. Gail McCann Beatty's district where nearly every block has a dozen or more vacant properties. 

"And it's block after block after block," said Beatty, a Kansas City Democrat. 

Those who have decided to remain have watched property values plummet while crime soars. 

"We have to find a solution because there are good people living in these neighborhoods watching everything around them fall apart," Beatty said. 

She's hopeful the Missouri General Assembly took a first step toward that solution Thursday with the passage of legislation giving Kansas City the authority to establish a land bank. 

And Beatty is not alone. Mayor Sly James called the land bank "game-changing legislation to combat Kansas City neighborhood erosion." Lawmakers who worked for months to steer the bill through a skeptical legislature said it could have long-term implications. 

"I think this is the biggest legislative victory for Kansas City so far this year, and I think it's a huge one," said Rep. John Rizzo, a Kansas City Democrat whose district also struggles with abandoned properties. 

The legislation now goes to Gov. Jay Nixon, a Democrat. If he signs it, the city would have to pass its own ordinance to create the land bank, which would be governed by a five-member board and subject to Missouri open meetings and records laws.

The land bank would have authority to acquire vacant properties and set them aside for rehab or resale so they could be put back on the tax rolls. With approval of the city, the land bank also would have authority to borrow money and issue bonds, but would not have the power of eminent domain. It would be prohibited from selling more than five contiguous parcels to the same entity.

A study last year by the Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City found that there were 12,000 vacant residential properties in the city. In some areas, the vacancy rate ranged as high as 25 percent. Upkeep and maintenance on vacant property cost the city about $1 million a year.

According to a 2001 study by Temple University, houses within 150 feet of a vacant or abandoned property experienced an average net loss of $7,627 in value. But Rizzo said the impact goes beyond property values. 

"These abandoned properties foster blight, which fosters crime, which fosters just a bad environment altogether," he said.

Currently, properties that are in such a state of disrepair that they go unsold at tax sale auctions are turned over to the Land Trust of Jackson County. But the trust has no budget to maintain or fix properties and only has the authority to sell them to private investors willing to pay at least two-thirds of their value.

"I know from my time in Jackson County government that the land trust is broken," said Senate Minority Leader Victor Callahan, an Independence Democrat. "What we came up with is a very transparent way to handle blighted property while still protecting property owner rights."

So far this year, he said, the Land Trust has added 725 properties to its inventory but only sold 24. Of the more than 3,000 properties in Land Trust, about 60 percent have been held for more than a decade.

"The whole goal of the land bank is to get those properties out of the government's hands and back into private ownership," Callahan noted.

In addition to receiving tax-foreclosed properties that do not sell at auction, the land bank would have the ability to bid on properties that are located within low to moderate-income areas. Banks or mortgage companies could also donate foreclosed properties.

The key to the success of the land bank is its ability to strategically plan how vacant properties could be put back into use, said Ashley Jones-Wisner, director of state policy for Greater Kansas City Local Initiatives Support Corp., a nonprofit that helps distressed neighborhoods.

Some homes could be fixed up and sold. The worst could be demolished, with the land sold to nearby homeowners or developers. Some vacant properties could become community gardens or parks.

"The city would finally have the power to identify how properties could be best used to benefit the entire community," Jones-Wisner said. 

However, one critic of land banks is Audrey Spalding, a policy analyst for the conservative think tank the Show-Me Institute. She contends proponents of the land bank have not proved that it would do a better job than the current system. She pointed to an earlier version of the land bank started in St. Louis in the 1970s that she called "an abysmal failure."

Although a supporter, Beatty also has concerns. She worries land bank officials may focus too much on the demolition instead of rehabilitation of blighted properties. 

"Creating a million vacant lots is not the answer," she said. "I think we create a whole new issue if we take the position of, 'let's just go and start tearing all these properties down.' We need to focus on building up a neighborhood before we turn to properties that need to be torn down."

Despite such reservations, Beatty voted for the land bank because of its potential to help turn around parts of the city that are in trouble. "I'm very optimistic this can be a tool that helps promote home ownership in these neighborhoods," she said. 

Republican Rep. Noel Torpey of Independence, who sponsored the land bank bill and was its biggest proponent, said the idea's success will be determined by the involvement of the community.

"This is about local control," Torpey said. "The land bank gives local control to Kansas City and Jackson County to help fight a real problem of blighted properties that are ruining neighborhoods."

Meanwhile, Delores Johnson, president of the Vineyard Neighborhood Association, hailed the news Thursday of the land bank's passage. Her neighborhood, where she has lived since 1965, has been plagued by vacant and abandoned properties.

But with some help, revitalization is possible.

"Two new homes were just built (in the neighborhood), and there are folks moving in this month," Johnson said. "If we could get rid of some of these rundown, vacant homes, we could get more people interested in moving here."

Nixon balks at General Assembly's approach to restore car sales tax, hints at veto

By Jo Mannies, Beacon political reporter 

12:19 pm on Thu, 05.17.12

Updated at 3:26 pm on Thu, 05.17.12

Gov. Jay Nixon signaled this morning that he’s likely to veto a bill that the General Assembly just sent to his desk, which is intended to restore local sales taxes on new vehicles purchased by Missourians out of state, but then registered in state.

The Missouri House voted overwhelmingly early Thursday just after midnight, 122-21, to restore the tax, in response to a Missouri Supreme Court ruling in January that invalidated the tax in localities where it had been implemented without a public vote.

The Senate earlier had voted 32-0 in favor of the restoration, which has been sought by car dealers in and around St. Louis and Kansas City. They say they are losing sales to neighboring states as the public learns that they can avoid the if they buy a new car out of state. The legislative summaries indicate that  $20 million a year in sales taxes may be lost if the tax is not restored, hurting local jurisdictions imposing the tax.

But Nixon, a Democrat, contended this morning that the bill in question – HB 1329 – goes about it in the wrong way and “would bypass a vote of the people and improperly impose a tax increase.”

“Following that ruling, my administration began working with the legislature, local government officials and Missouri auto dealers to identify a solution to the issues raised by the Court and state law,” the governor said in a statement. “My administration remains committed to working with the legislature and others to resolve these issues, but the people of Missouri must have the opportunity to make their voices heard.”

A spokesman said there were various options, but declined to be specific..

The governor’s intent had been hinted at during the House debate early Thursday, when some Democrats raised questions as to the wording of the bill and whether it constituted a tax increase. 

House Budget Committeman chairman Ryan Silvey, R-Kansas City, asserted that some a query was "simply a political talking point," and asked if the Democrats in question had talked to the governor's office. Some had.

GOP rival takes issue with Nixon's stance
(Start of update) Kirkwood businessman Dave Spence, a Republican candidate for governor, contended this afternoon that Nixon was playing politics.

In a statement, Spence's campaign asserted that "The Supreme Court decision threw out a funding mechanism almost ninety percent of counties and municipalities across Missouri have used for more than sixty years. Futhermore, failure to act will result in dozens of Missouri businesses impacted by the court decision shuttering their doors and would cost Missouri several hundred good, family-supporting jobs in an already weak economy.  Local government credit ratings and debt service payments as well as the provision of safe roads, fire protection and other local services could also be negatively impacted if H.B. 1329 is not signed."

Spence declared in a statement, "I've heard from lawmakers that Jay Nixon is threatening a veto of H.B. 1329 for purely political reasons, in spite of its strong bipartisan support in the House and Senate. Because he's made a long political career out of lobbing misleading campaign attacks, he's afraid my campaign will attack him for supporting a tax increase......"

"Let me be clear, as governor I would sign H.B. 1329 because it's not a tax increase and it’s the right thing to do for Missouri job creators and local governments," Spence added. "The bill codifies tax policy that preserves the status quo and eliminates an unfair playing field for Missouri job creators that was created by a court decision..."

Senate majority leader sees a way forward on car tax measure

In Backroom
By Jason Rosenbaum, special to the Beacon 

9:51 pm on Thu, 05.17.12

Senate Majority Leader Tom Dempsey indicated that there might be a legislative solution to Gov. Jay Nixon’s concerns about legislation aimed at collecting sales taxes on vehicles purchased out of state.

The Democratic governor released a critical statement of House Budget Chairman Ryan Silvey’s bill on Thursday. The bill had been sought by car dealers in Kansas City and St. Louis frustrated with losing sales to neighboring states. Nixon contended the bill “would bypass a vote of the people and improperly impose a tax increase.”

Dempsey, R-St. Charles, told reporters after the Senate adjourned Thursday night that language could be attached to bills moving through the legislative process that could mollify Nixon’s trepidation. Although Dempsey didn't delve into specifics, he said an amendment to Sen. Mike Parson's bill could put the tax issue up for a referendum in certain local jurisdictions.

He also added that it would be possible to pass something that the governor would sign Friday, the final day of the General Assembly's session.

“You see how much easier it is when the governor clearly states his position for the legislature to act,” Dempsey said. “I wish he would do that on more items.”

Dempsey though was less optimistic about a bill limiting tenure by eliminating seniority as a factor in the process of laying off teachers. He said that the bill “is on life support.” 

He also gave a dim assessment to a push to lower the cap for the historic preservation tax credit from $140 million to $75 million. The bill would also establish a tax credit to attract sporting events to the state and extend expiration dates on “benevolent” incentives for spurring donations to certain social-welfare organizations.

“Certainly, we’d love in the Senate if the House would take up the modest tax credit reform we passed – as well as the sports commission tax credit to attract events and the extension of the social service credits,” Dempsey said. “There’s still time to get that done. What I’ve read from you guys … it doesn’t look that promising.”

Dempsey was referring to reports that members of the House – including the bill’s handler, state Rep. Jay Barnes, R-Jefferson City – had no interest in going through with the proposal.

Overall though, Dempsey said he was pleased with the productivity of the Senate – which adjourned earlier on the second-to-last day of session than in previous years. He noted that the chamber had passed sent Sen. Bob Dixon’s legislation that stipulates how administrative rules are reviewed. And he said that the Senate is prepared to pass a raft of House bills over to the governor tomorrow.

“I think we’re in very good shape as we head into the last day,” Dempsey said.

May 17, 5:40 PM EDT

Mo. lawmakers approve vehicle sales tax measure 

By WES DUPLANTIER AND CHRIS BLANK 
Associated Press

	

	


[image: image1.png]


JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- Lawmakers have given final approval to a measure designed to allow Missouri communities to continue levying taxes on car sales.

Missouri residents have long paid sales taxes on vehicle purchases in their home communities during registration. But the state Supreme Court ruled earlier this year that Missouri communities can't levy sales taxes on purchases made in other states. Communities can charge a local use tax- if voters have enacted one. Currently, 39 counties and St. Louis city have a use tax.

House members voted 122-21 early Thursday to approve legislation to reinstate the local sales tax. Under the measure, Missouri residents who buy cars out of state would be charged state sales tax and the sales tax of the Missouri town or city in which they live. The Senate approved the measure Wednesday, so the bill now goes to Gov. Jay Nixon, who criticized it several hours after it gained final legislative approval.

Nixon, a Democrat, said the legislation would "bypass a vote of the people and improperly impose a tax increase." He said his administration has been working with local government officials and auto dealers to find a solution.

Sen. Jason Crowell, R-Cape Girardeau, said local governments could lose millions of dollars if the tax is not reinstated. He also said car dealerships in cities near the state's borders could lose business, potentially hurting local economies.

"Not only is this a shot to our municipalities, but it has long term ramifications for the employment base," he said. "I think it's reasonable to assume if this issue isn't addressed, those businesses will no longer flourish."

One of the Republicans competing for the right to challenge Nixon this fall joined the debate, saying the legislation would preserve the status quo and help Missouri companies. St. Louis businessman Dave Spence said he does not consider it a tax increase and accused Nixon of swaying to political considerations.

"We have a career politician as governor who has never had a private sector job and is scared to death to make decisions," Spence said. "Jay Nixon is willing to sacrifice jobs and hurt local governments simply to avoid making a difficult decision or doing anything to disrupt his ambitious electoral aspirations."

Republican Sen. Mike Kehoe, a former car salesman from Jefferson City, said Missouri dealerships are already struggling to compete against those in other states, which have an advantage in being able to offer a tax break on purchases.

Kehoe gave members of the media copies of an advertisement run in local St. Louis newspapers by Weber Chevrolet in Columbia, Ill. The ad said customers could save as much as $810 on the purchase of a $30,000 car by buying it on the other side of the river, because they would only pay Missouri state sales tax- not Missouri local taxes.

Weber Chevrolet has stores in both Missouri and Illinois. Company President George Weber IV told The Associated Press on Thursday that he had actually talked to St. Louis-area lawmakers about reinstating the local sales tax in Missouri, even while he promotes the tax difference for his Illinois stores.

"I think a level playing field is the best option," he said. "At the same time, we're very customer service-oriented, and we want to get as many deals as we can from competitors."

Weber said his Illinois stores have seen a few additional sales since the ruling was issued about two months ago, but he said the number of the sales could increase if Nixon does not sign the bill passed Thursday.

"If this stays in place for years, it will become part of the culture (in Missouri) to realize, `Hey, we should buy our cars and boats out of state'," he said.

Nixon asks Mo. Legislature to require public vote on car tax


BY VIRGINIA YOUNG • stltoday.com | Posted: Thursday, May 17, 2012 12:15 pm

UPDATED AT 3:45 P.M. to include comments from Sen. Mike Kehoe.
JEFFERSON CITY • Gov. Jay Nixon says voters should have the final say on a bill placing local sales taxes on all motor vehicles purchased out of state.

In a statement released this morning, Nixon said the bill passed by the Legislature in the wee hours of this morning would "improperly impose a tax increase.

"My administration remains committed to working with the Legislature and others to resolve these issues, but the people of Missouri must have the opportunity to make their voices heard," the governor said.

At issue is a bill that was rushed through yesterday in response to a  ruling handed down by the Missouri Supreme Court in January.

Craig Street of Springfield challenged the Missouri Department of Revenue's collection of county sales taxes on his purchase of a boat, outboard motor and trailer in Maryland.

The department collected the local sales tax along with the state sales tax when Street registered the boat, motor and trailer.

The high court ruled that sales taxes are limited to sales made in Missouri.

While cities and counties can impose "use taxes" to minimize the incentive for residents to make purchases out of state, Greene County had not done so. Such taxes require local voter approval.

Only 39 of 114  counties and 92 of 850 cities have passed use taxes.

Auto dealers say the court ruling puts them at a competitive disadvantage and is already driving sales to neighboring states.

The bill on Nixon's desk would impose local sales taxes on all purchases of vehicles bought outside the state if they are required to be registered with the director of revenue.

Sen. Mike Kehoe, a former car dealer from Jefferson City, said today that the issue needs to be resolved quickly.

"I'm very disappointed that the governor is already making overtones that he may veto this legislation," said Kehoe, a Republican.

He said the Legislature would have the votes to override a veto.

At the same time, Kehoe said the Legislature is considering offering some middle ground on the issue. At least one pending bill has been amended to give cities and counties the option to ask local voters if they want to continue the sales tax on out-of-state purchases.

"Maybe it could be a two-step process," with the Legislature imposing the tax and voters deciding whether to keep it, Kehoe said.

Republican legislators contend the bill on Nixon's desk does not impose a tax increase because it is simply restoring a tax that was thrown out.

Some Democrats in the House questioned that assertion last night.

The tax proposal was aired publicly for only a day -- from its introduction in the Senate yesterday morning as a substitute to another bill to its passage in the House in a late-night session that ran until about 1 a.m.

Rep. Jill Schupp, D-Creve Coeur, said lawmakers should slow down and review the issue before voting.

"It isn’t there now, so to impose it is a tax increase, right?" she asked.

Budget Committee Chair Ryan Silvey, R-Kansas City said the bill "is not an increase by any definition."

"That’s simply a political talking point," he said.

He said the bill would close a tax loophole that has prompted some Missourians to purchase vehicles across state lines.

"It’s a no-brainer for me," Silvey said. "We need to fix this problem."

(The bill is HB1329.)

What Makes Bill Randles Run for Office
Posted: Wednesday, May 16, 2012 6:32 pm | Updated: 8:01 am, Wed May 16, 2012.
By Bill Miller Sr., Missourian Editor

Why is Bill Randles running for the nomination for governor on the Republican ticket in Missouri? Why is this virtual unknown, especially in eastern Missouri, seeking high public office? It’s the same reason why others seek public office.

“I think I can make a difference,” Randles, an attorney from the Kansas City area, told The Missourian.

That’s the reason why so many patriotic Americans in the past, present and future seek public office on all levels of government. It doesn’t necessarily mean they’re qualified or have a background that prepares them for public office. It also is the reason why very qualified Americans seek public offices. Now we all know there are those people who need a job, want the prestige and power of public office and there are others who are single- or double-issue people who are out to change things to their liking, or even for private gain.

Bill Randles, who grew up poor in Arkansas, is motivated. He wants to change things and said he was encouraged to seek office by his wife. He has never held public office before. He’s an ordained minister and has been associated with a prestigious law firm.

One of the interesting things we found out about Randles is that at Harvard law school he had a class with Barack Obama. He’s one of the few people who remember Obama in college, especially in his undergraduate years, who have said they had a class or knew him at that time. Remember when a national media outlet some years ago said they could find no one who knew or remembered Obama in his undergraduate years. Randles said it was the election of Obama that influenced him to start thinking about seeking public office.

Randles said he differs from the other gubernatorial candidates in that he has a “plan.” The plan includes judicial reform, making Missouri a right-to-work state, educational reform by giving public schools competition, promoting business and overall economic development. By the way, the other Republican candidates for the nomination also are unknowns — Dave Spence, John Weiler and Fred Sauer. Randles, who has little campaign funds, said he has grassroots support.

Randles wears conservatism on both sleeves and the more you talk to him the more that side of him emerges. He may be too conservative for some members of the GOP.

He is a student of history and government and probably knows more about those subjects than his party rivals. He is well read and has strong views on current events. He probably would be a tough candidate to debate although we’ve never heard him speak. He attempts to tear apart the record of Gov. Jay Nixon, a Democrat seeking re-election, and his intensity gets stronger in attacking Nixon as he speaks. He doesn’t like the fact that the governor has been a Missouri public official for most of his life. Randles likes term limits. He dislikes the professional politician concept.

Randles said he is getting around the state and said he has been to functions in Franklin County four or five times.

The Tea Party never came up in the discussion but we know some people of that political faith like him and are supporting him.

His chances? Probably not very good. He could be a surprise. If he doesn’t align himself too tightly with the far right among those radicals in the GOP, he will do better, but that doesn’t mean he’s a winner. He’s an interesting guy who is knowledgeable!

Nixon eyeing possible legislation to assist students with ‘reverse transfer’ credits

A piece of legislation aimed at assisting Missouri students through college is on Gov. Jay Nixon’s desk.

The Missouri House, which along with the Senate closes its regular session today at 6 p.m., had a marathon round of legislation Tuesday that lasted until 1 a.m. Wednesday. The House has given final approval to a bill sponsored by Rep. Mike Thomson, R-Maryville.

House Bill 1042, if signed by the governor, will require the Coordinating Board for Higher Education to develop policy for “reverse transfer” of college credits. In the traditional scenario, students start their college career at a two-year institution, receive their associate’s degree, transfer those credits to a four-year institution and work toward a baccalaureate degree.

However, students who leave their two-year institution early often earn enough credits at the four-year institution to receive their associate’s degree. This bill will give them the ability to “reverse transfer” those credits, if they wish.

This is something that Northwest Missouri State University and Missouri Western State University have worked to establish with North Central Missouri College and Metropolitan Community College. “It sounds so simple,” said Dr. Jeanne Daffron, provost at Western, “but the technology behind it isn’t so simple. We’re all on different systems.”

The bill also requires the coordinating board to make all two- and four-year schools develop a statewide core “transfer library” of at least 25 lower-level courses that can transfer to all public institutions in the state. Dr. Doug Dunham, provost at Northwest, said today’s student is increasingly more mobile, taking courses online and at institutions other than the one from which he or she intends to graduate. The legislation will assist in providing students more transparency, he said.

A more significant item in the bill involves remediation. Nearly every college offers non-credit courses that prep students who are not quite ready for college-level studies. Mr. Thomson said these courses slow students down, are costly, and are sometimes redundant.

His bill will require the coordinating board to require all public two-year and four-year institutions to “replicate best practices in remediation.” Mr. Thomson said some institutions have found ways to “embed assistance” into their credit-bearing courses and that students are more invested in those courses because it actually counts for something. Further, the student will get through school faster and with less debt.

“Let’s do the research and go to those who have had success doing this,” Mr. Thomson said.

Dr. Daffron and Dr. Cindy Heider, associate provost at Western, said remediation issues are frequently addressed, and more recently in a collaborative effort with other institutions in a group called Complete College America, where they’re already working toward best practices. Despite these ongoing efforts, Dr. Daffron said the legislation is important and establishes accountability.

“I appreciate that they didn’t dictate something,” Dr. Dunham said of the Legislature’s decision on remediation best practices. “The schools should figure out what works best.”

House-Senate compromise reached on contraception, sterilization and abortion coverage

In Region
By Jo Mannies, Beacon political reporter 

9:39 pm on Thu, 05.17.12

Updated at 9:58 am on Fri, 05.18.12

The Missouri Senate voted 29-5 this morning to approve a compromise bill on insurance coverage for contraception, abortion and sterilization that had been crafted Thursday with leaders in the House.

That language states employers could not be required to provide insurance coverage for abortion, contraception or sterilization if such coverage violated their religious or ethical beliefs.  No employees could be required to pay for such coverage in a group plan, if they held similar objections.

Gone are many of the provisions passed by the House on Wednesday – including the amendment that would have allowed pharmacies to carry products of their own choosing and decline to stock any drug or medical device.

State Sen. John Lamping, R-Ladue, said the conference report largely reverts to his original bill that passed the state Senate overwhelmingly – 26-5 – in late March.

 (Start of update) Even so, opponents say the bill is in conflict with the federal Affordable Care Act, the health-insurance overhaul now before the U.S. Supreme Court.

The federal act requires that no-cost contraceptive coverage be available through most group health plans or through insurers. Religious institutions, such as churches, would be exempted, but religious-affiliated institutions such as universities would not.

State Sen. Jolie Justus, D-Kansas City, said representatives for insurance companies were in the Capitol lobbying against the bill, contending that the measure will set up a situation where "they'll be in trouble with the feds if they do one thing, and they'll be in trouble with the state if they do another."

Lamping said the bill represented a good compromise in which the rights of religious-affiliated institutions, and any other employers and employees with religious or ethical objections, would be protected.

Some anti-abortion activists privately said they disliked the compromise, but they did not appeart to be actively seeking to kill it during the legislature's final day. (End of update)
The compromise, obtained by the Beacon, also includes language that states no employer, employee, health plan or health-care provider “shall be discriminated against by any governmental entity, public official or entity acting in a governmental capacity for failing to obtain or provide coverage’’ for such procedures because of their beliefs.

If both chambers pass the compromise measure, as expected, Gov. Jay Nixon will have to decide whether to sign it.  The House and Senate had passed their previous versions by veto-proof margins.

(Start of update) Justus said the governor's administration was raising objections about parts of the bill, including its definition of "sterilization." The administration wants to make sure that all medically necessary sterilization procedures, such as hysterectomies, are not blocked from insurance coverage under the bill, she said.

Backers of the bill say that sterilization procedures for reasons unrelated to reproduction will not be affected.

Lamping told the Senate that the bill doesn't affect availability of abortions, contraceptions or sterilization procedures -- just who pays for them. (End of update)
Lamping told the Beacon in an interview that he wasn’t taking a stand on the various amendments added by the House, but that those provisions needed “much debate and much discussion’’ in the Senate. 

Trying to get the Senate to vote swiftly in favor of a drastically altered bill, with little time left before adjournment, would likely kill the whole measure, he said.

“Both sides of the building wanted to pass SB749 in some form,’’ Lamping said.

Senate Majority Leader Tom Dempsey, R-St. Charles, said, “I’m going to be optimistic that we’ll pass it" without a Senate filibuster.  Dempsey said the measure was likely to be the most controversial item on Friday's agenda.

The excised House provisions also included language to allow medical workers to decline to participate in any way in any action related to contraception or sterilization, if they opposed it.  Missouri law already allows medical professionals to decline to participate in abortions.

Some House members have long sought to get the “conscience clause’’ expanded to include, at minimum, certain types of contraception that some believe cause early-term abortions. Also sought by some conservatives, including some House leaders, has been the provision that would have given pharmacies freedom to stock what medicines they wish and to decline to fill certain prescriptions.

The compromise version does include language that stipulates that the Missouri attorney general can sue in federal or state court if it appears that the bill's provisions regarding coverage for contraception, abortion or sterilization have been violated.

MISSOURINET
Koster to Supreme Court: Execution dates must be set for death row inmates

May 17, 2012 By Jessica Machetta 

Attorney General Chris Koster is urging the State Supreme Court to set a date of death by execution for 19 death row inmates.

A motion was filed to set an execution date for death row inmate Jeffrey Ferguson more than six years ago. Koster says it's time for the courts to move forward on this and 18 other executions.

Koster says these are inmates who can no longer appeal, no stays are in effect, and no legal impediment exists.

“Right now ther are 19 individuals who are on Death Row in the State of Missouri, about ten of them have already been before the Supreme Court to get execution dates, but the Supreme Court has taken a very long time in responding to these requests, sometimes as much as 1800 days — so, three, four, five years without an answer from the supreme court. We placed nine more names in front of the court, and raised the issue that we feel that it’s incumbent upon the court to begin to answer these requests beacuse there is no other way for these cases to proceed without court action.”

On behalf of the State, Koster has expressly requested this Court to set execution dates for the following ten individuals:

	Defendant
	Date Motion Filed
	Days Motion Pending

	Jeffrey Ferguson
	April 14, 2006
	2225

	John Middleton
	June 8, 2007
	1805

	William Rousan
	June 8, 2007
	1805

	Michael Taylor
	June 8, 2007
	1805

	John Winfield
	June 8, 2007
	1805

	Russell Bucklew
	June 8, 2007
	1805

	Earl Ringo
	April 17, 2008
	1491

	Mark Christeson
	April 17, 2008
	1491

	Joseph Franklin1
	June 16, 2009
	1066

	Allen Nicklasson
	January 26, 2010
	842


In addition to the ten defendants identified above, nine additional individuals now have final convictions for capital murder, with no stay in effect:

	Defendant
	Date Conviction Final

	Cecil Clayton
	November 3, 2008

	Herbert Smulls
	April 6, 2009

	David Barnett
	October 5, 2009

	Leon Taylor
	June 21, 2010

	Walter Storey
	February 28, 2011

	Andre Cole
	October 3, 2011

	Michael Worthington
	November 28, 2011

	Paul Goodwin
	February 21, 2012

	David Zink
	March 26, 2012


Meanwhile, the problem that has effectively stopped executions for two years in Missouri has been solved by the Missouri Department of Corrections. When the drug sodium thiopental was taken off the market, our state and many others were forced to find a new lethal injection drug. That drug has been procured. See this story for more.


AUDIO:
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 Jessica Machetta reports (1:30)

Corrections Department adopts new drug for lethal injections

May 17, 2012 By Mike Lear 

The state Department of Corrections has approved a new drug for use in lethal injections to carry out the death penalty.

In a statement, the Department says it has adopted a one-drug protocol [download PDF] using propofol, otherwise known as Diprovan. This replaces a three-drug method used previously.

The state had to look for a new method for lethal injections after the only company that made one of the three drugs used in that procedure stopped producing it. Sodium thiopental was used to put the subject of an execution to sleep before two other drugs were injected to stop breathing and the pumping of the heart.

Nixon says car tax bill unconstituitonal; sponsor asks where Nixon has been (AUDIO)

May 17, 2012 By Bob Priddy 

Nixon says the bill reinstating local sales tax collections  on the purchase of some vehicles is unconstitutional. Nixon says it’s a tax increase without a public vote.

 The bill was passed early this morning. 

 The state supreme court had ruled last month that cities and counties could not collect sales taxes on vehicles purchased by Missourians in other states.  The sales taxes had  been the practice for decades.

The senate sponsor of the bill, Senator Mike Kehoe of Jefferson City, is disappointed in the governor’s position, and a little peeved because Nixon had voiced no concerns while lawmakers were crafting the bill.  He says there are some bills still in the works that could provide for a public vote on reinstatement of a tax that’s been collected for more than one-half century.

Kehoe says some vehicle dealers in other states already are luring Missouri into their states so they can avoid hundreds of dollars in Missouri sales taxes. 

 
AUDIO: Kehoe interview 2:16
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Dem super-PACs going back on air in Montana, Missouri Senate races

By Cameron Joseph - 05/17/12 04:49 PM ET 

Two Democratic super-PACs are going back on the air with buys in Montana and Missouri, a Republican ad-buy tracker told The Hill.

Patriot Majority will spend $200,000 on broadcast ads in Montana beginning on Friday and running through June 5, while Majority PAC will spend $160,000 on ads in St. Louis and Kansas City beginning Friday and running through May 31.

The groups did not immediately respond to requests for comment on what types of ads they will run.

The states are expected to have two of the closest Senate races in the country, with Sens. Claire McCaskill (D-Mo.) and Jon Tester (D-Mont.) locked in tough reelection fights. They already been deluged with outside group attacks — Montana alone has seen $3 million in outside group spending.

EDITORIALS … & Letters to the Editor
May 16, 2012 

Our View: Ditto that 

Anonymous The Joplin Globe The Joplin Globe Wed May 16, 2012, 09:42 AM CDT 

Lots of angry words are being tossed around about a secretive ceremony held Monday in our state Capitol to honor Rush Limbaugh’s induction as a member of the Hall of Famous Missourians.

Let us add our “ditto” to that criticism.

Our bone to pick here isn’t over Speaker of the House Steve Tilley’s choice. There are a lot of famous Missourians who certainly aren’t beloved by all of Missouri. After all, we can’t all be Walt Disney.

Nor will we argue that the conservative talk show doesn’t meet the criteria for being famous. Limbaugh was selected for the Hall of Famous Missourians by term-limited Tilley, a Republican who hails from southeast Missouri, just like Limbaugh.

We take issue with Tilley and others who planned the ceremony while taking away the public’s right to be on hand for the induction. Only about 100 invited guests — most of them Republican lawmakers — and the media were invited. Little notice was given. The closed-door event was held in the Missouri House chambers. Officials told The Associated Press that they wanted to avoid any public disruption after Limbaugh’s selection was criticized by Democrats, some women’s groups and other political foes.

We don’t think Rush minds a little “public disruption.” His bread and butter is his incendiary speech. The radio talk show host has made millions of dollars chiding his opponents and baiting them on the air. In fact, during the induction, he denounced liberals and said of his critics: “They’re deranged. They’re literally deranged.”

We can’t think of anyone who deserves a public audience of supporters — and opponents — more than Rush Limbaugh. Shame on those who kept the public out of what we still consider a public event held in a public building.

The Missouri Capitol is not a private club.

Limbaugh Capitol Bust
Posted: Wednesday, May 16, 2012 6:32 pm | Updated: 8:00 am, Wed May 16, 2012.
It’s controversial and so is the man honored. Amid secrecy and security, a bust of Rush Limbaugh was unveiled in the Hall of Famous Missourians in the state Capitol Monday. Republican House Speaker Steven Tilley kind of “snuck” the Limbaugh bust into the Hall to rest aside such famous Missourians as Harry Truman, Mark Twain and Walt Disney.

When Tilley announced a couple of months ago that he had selected conservative radio talk show host Limbaugh to be inducted into the Hall, there was an outburst of protest, especially from liberal Democrats, who can’t stomach the 61-year-old commentator from Cape Girardeau. Limbaugh also isn’t a favorite of many women because of his caustic remarks. The timing of the ceremony was kept from the press until the last minute. Only Republican lawmakers, other invited guests and the media were allowed into the Hall for the ceremony. The public was barred from entry to avoid protests.

Limbaugh is famous but so were other Missourians who gained notoriety, such as Jesse James, but they were persona non grata when it came to the Hall.

Tilley didn’t back off even when 600 rolls of toilet paper were rolled into his office from protesters who wanted to flush Rush.

Probably most Missourians aren’t going to lose any sleep over this issue. In fact, most people probably aren’t aware there is a Hall of Famous Missourians.

Editorial: Nixon should sign bill that puts auto dealers on level ground 

By the Editorial Board stltoday.com | Posted: Friday, May 18, 2012 12:15 am 

There is one very good reason to be suspicious of House Bill 1329, a bill headed to Missouri Gov. Jay Nixon that would reauthorize local sales taxes on the purchase of cars, boats and trailers bought out of state.

The proposal, a good one on its face, was added to another bill on Wednesday. In less than 24 hours, it was pushed through the Legislature.

The Legislature makes mistakes when it rushes things. Skipping public vetting is bad government.

So it's not surprising that the Democratic governor issued a statement of caution after the bill passed the House at 1 a.m. on Thursday. But his concern wasn't the haste with which the bill was passed. It was that the Legislature might have — gasp — passed a tax increase. That's just political tap-dancing.

Since his inauguration in 2009, Mr. Nixon has been simpatico with Republican leaders of the Missouri Legislature who think that no tax increase is a good tax increase. As the state struggles to meet its responsibilities, neither Mr. Nixon nor his politically fearful buddies across the aisle have been willing to lift a finger to solve the state's revenue problems.

Now, in an overwhelming show of bipartisanship, the Legislature actually has fixed a tax loophole, helping auto dealers who were being underpriced by competitors across state borders, and making sure that local governments didn't lose a revenue source that they've counted on for years.

And Mr. Nixon is playing Tea Party.

Here's what happened:

In 2009, a Springfield, Mo., man protested when he was charged Greene County sales tax on the purchase of a boat he bought in Maryland. When he registered it, the Department of Revenue collected state and local sales taxes.

But Greene County, like many Missouri counties and cities, doesn't have a "local use" tax. Those are voter-enacted taxes that basically apply local sales taxes to large purchases, such as cars and boats, that sometimes are made out of state.

In January, the Missouri Supreme Court ruled that the state had been collecting sales taxes improperly for years. The court ruled that local sales taxes apply only to purchases made in Missouri. If a city or county didn't have a "local-use tax," it couldn't collect on a car bought in, say, Illinois.

That means that in the 75 Missouri counties and 758 municipalities that don't have a local use tax, cars bought over the Internet or out of state just got cheaper. A consumer in Jefferson County who buys a car in Belleville, for instance, would owe 4.2 percent state sales tax, but no county sales tax. He could save about $550 on the purchase of a $25,000 car.

For consumers, that's a big savings.

Missouri auto dealers are crying foul, saying that their competitors in border states are using the ruling to lure customers across state lines.

And counties and municipalities are worried that the change could cost local governments upward of $20 million a year.

That's why the Legislature overwhelmingly passed a bill that addressed issues raised by the high court. By votes of 32-0 in the Senate and 122-22 in the House, lawmakers clarified their original intent to apply local sales taxes to the purchase of vehicles, regardless of the point of sale.

This is sound public policy. It puts local businesses on a level playing field and encourages keeping money at home. Further, it provides local tax revenue to help maintain the roads, bridges and waterways that will be used by those cars and boats. It makes no sense to charge state sales taxes on such purchases but not local sales taxes. Lawmakers effectively clarified that by passing House Bill 1329.

The irony, one not lost on Sen. Mike Kehoe, R-Jefferson City, is that the argument used to pass his proposal is nearly identical to one that some Republicans have ignored in blocking a similar proposal to collect sales tax on some Internet purchases.

Mr. Kehoe, who until last year owned a Ford-Lincoln dealership in Jefferson City, said that the sales tax should be applied whether he buys his tie at the local clothing store or online. The same logic should apply to ties or cars.

Call it a tax increase, as Mr. Nixon wants to, or call it a return the status quo.

We don't care.

It's good public policy.

Mr. Nixon should sign House Bill 1329, and Mr. Kehoe should commit to championing an Internet sales tax with equal fervor next year.


Read more: http://www.stltoday.com/news/opinion/columns/the-platform/editorial-nixon-should-sign-bill-that-puts-auto-dealers-on/article_a69cd02c-e0c3-5d8d-8acf-be44995ee54d.html#ixzz1vF3mVAjO
Our Opinion: Jayhawk plates, school bus ads deplete time, dilute focus

By News Tribune
Thursday, May 17, 2012

As the legislative session nears Friday adjournment, Missouri lawmakers Tuesday dealt with Kansas Jayhawk specialty license plates and advertising on school buses.

Although these were not the only issues receiving attention, we agree with those readers who criticized the time devoted to trivial topics at this late date.

The license-plate debate included a bizarre effort to legislate perpetuation of a sports rivalry.

The House on Tuesday approved an amendment by Rep. Stephen Webber, D-Columbia, permitting only Missouri schools to be featured on Missouri license plates, unless otherwise allowed by lawmakers.

Webber added, however, he would seek to amend or repeal the amendment if Kansas challenges Missouri to a football or basketball game next year.

The storied rivalry between the two schools may end because Missouri has left the Big 12 Conference for the Southeastern Conference (SEC).

Left unresolved is how Webber’s amendment will affect a Missouri specialty license plate touting Pittsburg State University, located in southeastern Kansas.

Meanwhile, a bill to permit public school districts to sell advertising space on buses stalled in the Senate Education Committee, where its chairman, Sen. David Pearce, R-Warrensburg, declared it dead for the session.

Recall, however, the quotation from Senate Floor Leader Tom Dempsey, R-St. Charles, who said: “When I die, I want to die on the Senate floor, because nothing’s ever ‘dead’ on the Senate floor.”

We consider advertising on buses on a par with selling corporate naming rights for elementary schools or designating an official corporate sponsor of chemistry class.

Pearce objected to the bill on the grounds that ads on the exterior of buses would distract other drivers and jeopardize student safety.

We credit another opponent, Sen. Kurt Schaefer, D-Columbia, with stronger reasoning. He feared the bill’s restrictions on ad content might lead to lawsuits based on freedom of speech.

The deadline looms. These final days of the session are a time to focus on the people’s issues, not personal agendas.

Banking and crime revisited, as all the talk is on same-sex marriage

In Commentary
By M.W. Guzy, special to the Beacon 

7:53 am on Thu, 05.17.12

Ronald Reagan’s signature line from the 1980 presidential debates keeps coming to mind, stuck in my head like some annoying ad jingle that just won’t go away. “There you go again.” The line effectively portrayed Jimmy Carter as the same old, same old.

I think about it every time I read the paper or tune in to the news, only to realize that I’ve already heard the story being reported. The names change over time but the basic plot is simply yesterday’s forgotten lesson recycled as today’s breaking headline.

I’m beginning to think of the body politic as a gerbil trapped in an exercise wheel — the harder it runs, the more the poor beast remains stuck in the same place. Perhaps we’re suffering from some sort of collective Alzheimer’s disease that limits public debate to the pointless circularity of the film “Groundhog Day.”

Remember Hank?

Way back in 2008, Henry Paulson became briefly famous by announcing that the banking industry was about to collapse. At the time, Paulson was the treasury secretary. After he advised then-President George W. Bush of the situation, the latter man commented, “This sucker could go down.”

As the sucker in question was the international banking system, this news was not particularly well received in financial circles and the Great Recession began. The after-shocks of that calamity are still being felt.

In response to the crisis, the Troubled Asset Relief Program (TARP) was born.  This effort was both a massive public bail-out of private folly and the only viable option left on the table. To prevent a recurrence of this misadventure, the Dodd-Frank reform package was passed by Congress. Never again …

During the ensuing years, rescued bankers have lobbied heavily to gut the legislation. Sympathetic Republicans have portrayed it as a needless expansion of federal regulatory power, an unwarranted governmental intrusion into the sanctity of the free market. One of the law’s most vocal critics was the Chairman and CEO of JPMorgan Chase, Jamie Dimon.

Last week, Dimon announced that his bank had accidentally lost $2.3 billion gambling on financial derivatives. Because a portion of the bank’s wager consisted of commercial deposits, at least some of the money was federally insured. And if the bank were to fail completely, the tax-supported FDIC would be on the hook for up to $250,000 per account.

Of course, had it won the bet, the bank’s profits would have been taxed at the 15 percent capital gains rate rather than the earned income rate of 35 percent. The modern banker is thus a capitalist when he wins and a socialist when he loses.

It costs to ensure that crime doesn’t pay
Of course, the public sector was affected when the economy went south. As unemployment rose, tax revenues dwindled while the demand for public assistance soared. State and municipal budgets were stretched to their limits, necessitating reductions in social services. Law enforcement was not exempt.

In St. Louis, where crime is always topical, the police chief recently announced plans to eliminate 80 commissioned officers through attrition. An additional 20 slots are on the chopping block when the federal grant that funds them expires. That’s a potential loss of 100 officers in a city that perennially ranks at or near the nation’s top in violent crime.

Meanwhile, the Missouri legislature contemplates relaxing probation and parole guidelines to reduce the cost of housing convicted felons. That proposal has produced an unlikely alliance of social liberals and fiscal conservatives. The former remain convinced that inside every convict there’s a god-fearing taxpayer trying to get out, while the latter won’t raise taxes regardless of the consequences.

The last time the bleeding hearts laid down with the budget hawks was during the '70s when the issue was mental health. The Birkenstock Brigade felt it was inhumane to confine the afflicted, especially when a new generation of psychotropic drugs was available to treat them. The Mr. Potters of the world were down with that idea because they were tired of paying for institutionalization.

As a result, public asylums were closed and their inmates released into the community armed with prescriptions. The only flaw in the plan was that it relied upon the mentally ill to behave responsibly by taking their meds — which is how we inherited most of the homeless problem that plagues every major American city.

Presently, our emergent crime strategy is to put more criminals and fewer cops onto the streets. That tactic may not work out real well for the average citizen. Economist Steven Levitt calculates that an increase of 1 additional incarcerated prisoner corresponds to a reduction of 15 Part I crimes a year.

Say again: 1 extra prisoner = 15 fewer Part I crimes annually. Part I crimes, incidentally, include murder, rape, robbery, assault, burglary, larceny, auto theft and arson.

Take your eye off the ball
With pressing concerns threatening the nation’s very survival, it figures that the big story of the moment is gay marriage — the one issue that would have virtually no impact on most people’s lives.

The Republicans must be delighted that the Dems are finally out of the closet on this one. No state has ever passed a gay marriage ballot initiative, although 33 have tried. Most people will vote their pocketbook next November but outraged social conservatives could provide critical margins of victory in swing states like North Carolina.

Judging from the brisk trade in handguns, crime remains a popular concern and the bankers are once again running amok. But the question of whether consenting adults can become spouses or should remain merely lovers could decide the presidency. Well, there you go again …

Letters | Sharia law, Rush Limbaugh, Catholic Church

Updated: 2012-05-18T00:29:47Z 

More News

Legislative bumbling

I am so relieved. Because the Kansas House and Senate passed legislation that says Sharia law cannot be used by state courts or agencies, we can all rest easy.

Apparently this must have been such a serious problem in Kansas that needed to be addressed that the Legislature didn’t have time to pass a budget or complete a redistricting map during their regular session. Not to worry, though.

Now we “get” to pay them overtime to complete their tasks. They don’t appear to manage their time or use taxpayer money wisely.

I wonder what other harebrained ideas they will attempt to legislate while collecting overtime.

Judi Vallejo
Overland Park
Limbaugh shameful

It’s appalling to see that a blowhard such as Rush Limbaugh was inducted into the Hall of Famous Missourians on May 14 (5-15, A1, “Limbaugh gets spot at Capitol”). 

I am not a Democrat, so you can rule that out as a basis for my comments. But when all Limbaugh does is espouse ridiculous statements for hours on the radio, make derogatory and condescending comments about others, flat out lie and present himself as an authority about any topic that flows out of his mouth, then it makes the people who chose him look as ridiculous as he is.

If this is the best that the conservative voice has to offer in Missouri, then it’s no wonder that Limbaugh’s selection had to be made behind closed doors.

That’s usually where shameful acts occur — in the cover of darkness, the same place where election campaign contributions are often made.

Is this all Missourians have to show for themselves?

I wonder what the other truly famous and honorable members of this previously elite group would say. The earth is probably turning above their graves.

Tom Klocek
Kansas City
Limbaugh, protesters

Outside of Walt Disney and Harry Truman, Rush Limbaugh is one of the most famous Missourians of all times (5-15, A1, “Limbaugh gets spot at Capitol”). His conservative influence far and wide elected a president and gave conservatives a voice in the media. There were a few protesters at the induction ceremony. But what does the moon care if a dog barks at it?

Wade Williams III
Kansas City
Roger Clemens trial

While talking about wasteful spending in Washington, what about the huge amount the Justice Department is spending trying to convict Roger Clemens of lying to Congress? It has been millions of dollars so far.

Maybe they need to prosecute Congress for lying to us.

Mike Neenan
Kansas City
Free speech violation

I urge all Missourians to contact their state senators to ask them not to support House Bill 1860. This bill would benefit the agribusiness industry and hurt everyone else.

It would make it a crime to film or photograph what goes on inside factory farms and slaughterhouses. 

Why do they need a bill like this? It’s so they can keep us in the dark about the disgusting way our food is processed. In addition, they want to hide animal abuses.

This bill goes against everyone’s constitutional right to free speech.

The people who profit from this bill do not care if our food supply is unsafe or causes us to get sick.

The people who abuse animals would get a free pass to do as they please. There are so many things wrong with factory farms that hurt people and animals.

Don’t let them get away with it.

Mandee Rejichel
Shelley Berman
Kirksville, Mo.
Taxing Internet sales

Missourians should know that U.S. Sen. Roy Blunt, a Missouri Republican, is sticking his neck out for the little guy — and remember it when he’s next up for re-election. 

Despite strong opposition from some big online retailers, Sen. Blunt is leading a bipartisan effort in Congress, which includes fellow conservative Sens. Mike Enzi, a Wyoming Republican, and Lamar Alexander, a Tennessee Republican, to level the playing field between local retailers and online merchants.

The Marketplace Equity Act and Marketplace Fairness Acts would give states the power to collect sales tax from online retailers, just as they do from traditional retailers. 

Dodging this tax collecting responsibility gives online retailers the illusion of having cheaper prices so they are doing everything they can to maintain the status quo.

These bills would not only increase state revenues without raising taxes, they’d help Missouri retailers to fairly compete, win customers, and bring jobs and prosperity back to our communities.

And the revenues from these taxes could be used to lower taxes for working families.

Sen. Blunt should be thanked for leading the charge to help Missouri businesses. 

And the rest of our congressional delegation should follow his lead.

Garrett Mueller
Kansas City
Catholicism endures

In response to the May 13 letter writer’s contention that the Catholic Church is concerned about temples built by the Mormon Church, I have to respectfully say that she is mistaken. 

As a matter of history, we know the Catholic Church has faced tougher times than these. It survived the overthrow of Rome by the Goths, Visigoths, Vandals and barbarians. And then there was the matter of the Protestant Reformation.

With all due respect to the 2 percent of Americans who claim to be Mormons, the building of a temple in Kansas City isn’t even a blip on the radar for the oldest institution in the world. The Catholic Church isn’t going away any time soon.

Shannon Glasford
Liberty
Exclusion of women

The hierarchy of the American Catholic Church — all-male and celibate, of course — is saying the religious liberty of Catholics is threatened when employers must safeguard the rights of their female employees to receive adequate, affordable health care, including access to contraception. 

Some Catholic women suspect that the bishops’ concern is not about religious liberty at all, and certainly not about women. Rather, their concern is about Catholics breaking rules, and it is hard not to imagine that they would love to make the policies of the Catholic Church in sexual matters the guidelines for the entire country. 

I am reminded of the comments of Joan Chittister, a well-known Catholic Benedictine nun who writes about feminine spirituality, in her book “Called to Question”: “If the poor, the women and the dispossessed sat at the tables where theological decisions are made, there would be a different set of sins.”

But of course they do not sit there because only ordained priests can sit there, and the church so far refuses to ordain women. Sort of a win-win for the boys’ club, but definitely something to keep in mind when matters involving the health of women are concerned. 

Janelle Lazzo
Roeland Park
U.S. economic lessons

The six years before President Herbert Hoover took office March 4, 1929, the Dow Jones Industrial Average increased by 450 percent. Less than eight months later, the market bubble collapsed.

One reason for the market bubble was the ability to buy stocks on a margin, with brokers financing 80 percent to 90 percent of the purchase. Corporations were buying stock.

Banks were using customer deposits to buy stocks. The market collapse required brokers to make margin calls, which many investors could not cover.

More than 9,000 banks failed. Customer deposits were lost. Unemployment reached 25 percent.

Hoover’s policies did not cause the market bubble or the collapse. President Franklin Roosevelt’s policies did not generate a recovery.

Unemployment in 1938 was 19.2 percent. The U.S. government’s massive deficit spending and the military draft for World War II created a full-employment economy and the immediate end to the Great Depression.

After World War II, unlike today, Europe and Japan were in ruins. The U.S. was a manufacturing giant with a natural trade advantage, which allowed for unfettered repayment of the war deficits.

Most spending was discretionary. Social Security was just starting, and Medicare was 20 years away.

Jim Kilen
Kansas City
Presidential dud

I have seen people try to rewrite history, but a May 15 letter writer takes the cake.

Bill Clinton had a very successful presidency. When Clinton left office, we had a surplus. President George W. Bush entered the White House and squandered the surplus, giving tax cuts to his rich friends.

These tax cuts, along with lack of regulation and sending jobs overseas, caused the big crash of 2008. Republicans would love to make the presidency of Bush a success. But sadly it was not.

Sharon Edwards Olathe
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