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Occupy St. Louis Protestors Want Jury Trial

Kevin Killeen

May 7, 2012 2:53 PM

ST. LOUIS–(KMOX)–Some 25 members of the Occupy movement arrested for curfew violations in a downtown park last fall were in municipal court today.

Occupy attorney Joe Welch says he asked for — and got — permission from Judge Gordon Schweizter to have a jury trial, rather than a bench trial.

“This is a case about the people,” Welch said, “These guys were out there exercising their First Amendment rights in good faith.  It should be heard by the people.”

Welch is hoping a jury will view the Constitutional issues as superceding local park ordinances.

“They were there.  They were protesting. They were arrested. That’s all their freedom of speech,” Welch said.

No trial date has been set.

Copyright KMOX
McCaskill makes campaign push on student loans

May 7, 2012

— U.S. Sen. Claire McCaskill held her first public campaign event Sunday afternoon criticizing her Republican rivals for their positions on student loans and pell grants.

McCaskill visited Blueberry Hill, a St. Louis landmark restaurant and student hangout, to chide the trio for supporting privatization of student loans and for supporting the House Budget Committee’s budget, which would cut some funding for Pell Grants.

McCaskill’s three opponents — John Brunner, Sarah Steelman, and Todd Akin — have each called for more private sector involvement in the student loan industry. During a debate last month hosted by PoliticMo and the University of Missouri College Republicans, Akin, a St. Louis congressman, was most explicit by calling government involvement in the student loan industry and other industries “the third stage cancer of socialism.”

“My three opponents have said the government needs to get out of the student loan business,” McCaskill said in an interview. “They are for private competition in this area, and of course, that is absurd.”

McCaskill and other Democrats are supportive of extending the 3.4 percent interest rates on federal student loans. If not extended by July, the student loan rate is set to double.

Republicans, some of whom have suggested that the government should allow banks back into the process, say that more private sector competition will ultimately lead to a lower interest rate on loans.

“The notion that this can be done in the private sector flies in the face of the reality of what kind of credit risk kids right out of high school are whose families don’t have the economic wherewithal to send them to school,” McCaskill said.

While on the campaign trail, Republicans have encouraged more private sector involvement in the loan industry. In congress, however, the debate over student loans has boiled down to how to pay for the extended rate.

Some Republicans, including Akin, support a proposal to fund the increase by cutting funds from the president’s health care reform law.

In a statement, Akin said, “I do support the mechanism for paying for the lower rate which will be taken from the Obamacare slush fund.”

McCaskill said cutting those funds — which go to some preventative care services — would be a “bad idea.” She and many congressional Democrats support extending the rate by ending a tax break for some corporations.

DSCC Spends Big To Protect Three Key Battlegrounds
By Sean Sullivan
May 7, 2012 | 8:32 PM 

The Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee has reserved $14.1 million worth of fall airtime in three key swing states where Democrats are trying to hold seats the party currently controls. 

The DSCC has reserved $7.4 million worth of airtime in Virginia from October 9 to November 5, the day before Election Day. Former Democratic National Committee Chairman Tim Kaine is locked in a very close race against former Republican Sen. George Allen. The Kaine-Allen showdown promises to be one of the cycle's most competitive. The state is also expected to be contested heavily by both parties at the presidential level. 

In Missouri, where Democratic Sen. Claire McCaskill faces an uphill climb in an increasingly red state, the DSCC has placed a $3.5 million buy for the same dates the committee has reserved in Virginia. It's not yet clear who McCaskill's GOP opponent will be. Three Republicans, none of whom has emerged as a clear frontrunner, are running for the nomination. 

In Montana, where Democratic Sen. Jon Tester is facing a tough race against Republican Rep. Denny Rehberg, the DSCC has reserved $3.2 million worth of airtime from August 28 until November 5. The ad reservation is longer because it's considerably cheaper to buy airtime in Montana than it is Missouri or Virginia.

The DSCC is currently up on the air in North Dakota, and the committee is expected to buy more fall airtime in other states as the cycle progresses. 

The National Republican Senatorial Committee has already reserved about $25 million in fall airtime in six states. All three of the states that are part of the DSCC's first wave of fall buys are also states in which the NRSC has already reserved time. In addition, the Senate GOP's campaign arm has reserved time in Wisconsin, Nevada, and New Mexico.

Missouri payday loan petition sparks controversy
Monday, May 7, 2012 | 9:51 p.m. CDT; updated 9:43 a.m. CDT, Tuesday, May 8, 2012 

BY Jake Kreinberg 

COLUMBIA — Organizers collected enough signatures to submit a controversial payday loan petition to the Secretary of State's office Sunday, but roadblocks remain before it can be placed on the November ballot.

Approximately 180,000 signatures were collected for a petition capping annual interest rates that payday loan companies can charge at 36 percent. Currently, limits are determined based on the principal amount of the loan, its duration and the number of times it has been rolled over, said Edward Greim, an attorney with Graves Bartle Marcus & Garrett LLC.

State Rep. Mary Still, D-Columbia, praised the efforts of the petition's supporters, who far surpassed the roughly 100,000 signatures needed by the 5 p.m. deadline on Sunday. Still said the cap would help "working people — people who are lower income and can take out loans with the intent of paying back within two weeks."

While designed to be short-term loans secured against a customer's next paycheck, payday loans often take months to pay back, propelling borrowers further into debt.

"If you only have two weeks to pay back the loan, you don't have enough time to pay back the loan," Still said. "If you don't have $300 on Tuesday, you're not going to have $345 two weeks from Tuesday. That's what we've learned. People pay so much and get stuck in financial quicksand."

Active military families already benefit from the 36 percent cap and "that should be extended to regular, hardworking Missouri families," Still said.

Missourians for Equal Credit Opportunity opposes the petition, claiming lending fees are cheaper alternatives to missing payments to credit card companies or utilities. More than 90 percent of borrowers repay on time, and the industry employs upwards of 9,000 people and contributes nearly $150 million in taxes, according to its website.

Lost in translation
A lawsuit was filed Aug. 18 against the petition by opponents of the ballot measure. On April 5, Cole County Circuit Judge Daniel Green ruled the summary statement of the petition to be "insufficient, unfair, (and) likely to deceive petition signers and voters."

In his explanation, Green wrote that the summary must mention the 36 percent cap, which includes all interest, fees and finance charges.

Greim, an attorney for a plaintiff whose employer would be affected by the initiative, said the petition's fiscal statement was also ruled ineligible because it failed to calculate the loss of state revenues from installment lenders, or "510 lenders," who could go out of business. Such lenders allow payments on loans to be paid over time instead of all at once.

The Missouri attorney general's office has appealed the decision on behalf of Secretary of State Robin Carnahan, according to The Associated Press. Spence Jackson, Media Director for the Missouri State Auditor, said the state is awaiting a court date for the appeal and that the language of the petition has not been altered since Green's decision.

If Green's ruling is upheld, the official ballot title is vacated, and the signatures might not be counted. The signatures are not invalidated automatically, however, as the secretary of state needs to look at the title and decide whether to include the signatures. Whichever decision Carnahan makes, it can be challenged, furthering the process.

A bitter fight
Supporters of the petition were forced to re-collect nearly 2,000 signatures in Springfield after they were stolen from an organizer's car.

On April 25, Matt Patterson, executive director of Missouri ProVote, left his car unattended outside his office for about 10 minutes while he ran inside to retrieve his phone. He left a box of signatures in his car that he was going to send to St. Louis the following day. When he returned to his car, he found his passenger window smashed and the box stolen. No other items were taken.

"It has really done a disservice to democracy," Patterson said. "Everyone has a right to the initiative petition process in Missouri. It allows people to put things on the ballot that the legislature is not addressing."

Other petitioners reported being blocked access to registered voters and harassed by people opposed to the initiative.

"In Springfield this weekend, all sorts of folks around us in yellow shirts that would say petition official and yell at us and accuse us for being on the Republican campaign or part of the payday loan industry," Progress Missouri's Executive Director Sean Nicholson said. "They ran ads in Springfield saying, 'Don't sign anything.' People would get yelled at and that would make more people interested in signing with us."

Missourians for Responsible Lending has been leading the campaign for the petition and has a YouTube video showing one of its paid petitioners being harassed by people intentionally trying to surround him.

For its part, Missourians for Equal Credit Opportunity claim petitioners are defrauding voters in addition to the language of the petition declared deceitful last month, saying they allow non-registered voters to sign their petition, use petition passers not registered with Carnahan's office and bus in out-of-town signature-for-hire gatherers.

"While we have confidence the Court's decision that invalidated their petition will be upheld on appeal, we also know in the meantime an active challenge to their signatures is needed due to a pattern of abuse of the electoral process that has already been documented," MECO spokesman Eric Banks said.

Renewable energy ballot proposal stalls 

BY JEFFREY TOMICH • stltoday.com | Posted: Tuesday, May 8, 2012 12:15 am |
An effort to require Missouri utilities to increase reliance on renewable energy has fallen short.

Renew Missouri, a Columbia-based advocacy group, didn’t collect enough signatures by Sunday's deadline to put a measure on the ballot this fall that would require Ameren Missouri and other investor-owned utilities to ramp up use of green power to 25 percent by the middle of the next decade.

In an e-mail letter to supporters on Sunday, Renew Missouri said it couldn’t raise enough funds to collect the needed signatures.

"We had tremendous support from volunteers," the letter said. "But ultimately collecting 180,000 signatures in three months is something that can’t be done with volunteers alone."

Renew Missouri is the same group that successfully led the Proposition C campaign in 2008.

That measure, approved by two-thirds of voters, requires investor-owned utilities to generate 15 percent of electricity from renewable resources such as the sun and wind by 2021.

But renewable energy advocates have been disappointed with implementation of the law, which has failed to trigger the level of energy development and jobs that was originally envisioned.

The ballot proposal that Renew Missouri wanted to take to voters this fall would have required utilities to get a fourth of their electric generation from renewable resources by 2025, putting the state on par with Illinois.

But the proposal included many other details, including geographic restrictions for where the renewable energy sold to Missouri utility customers could be sourced and increased funding for the Office of Public Counsel.

Missouri utilities that remained neutral during the Proposition C campaign four years ago railed against the Renew Missouri proposal, saying it would drive up electric rates for consumers and small businesses.

P.J. Wilson, Renew Missouri’s executive director, said the group would continue to advocate for increasing renewable energy use in Missouri through the Public Service Commission, legislature and the courts. He also left open the possibility of another drive to take the issue back to voters.

"We’ll keep pushing every possible angle," Wilson said.

Missouri legislators spar over budget 

BY ELIZABETH CRISP • stltoday.com | Posted: Tuesday, May 8, 2012 12:45 am 

JEFFERSON CITY • Missouri lawmakers have until Friday to approve a spending plan for the coming year, but issues over funding for programs that serve key populations — aging veterans, children and the blind — remain unresolved.

After working on the budget in private last week, House and Senate negotiators on Monday agreed on funding plans for most items in the budget, including a pay raise for state workers. But millions of dollars remain in limbo as lawmakers approach Friday's constitutional deadline.

Budget leaders "have an issue that is kind of tying up this budget," House Budget Chairman Ryan Silvey, R-Kansas City, said during Monday's meeting.

The problem: how to pay for the state's seven state-run veterans' homes. The House has approved a plan that would shift $30 million in casino entrance fees to create a dedicated revenue stream for the veterans' homes. The casino money currently goes toward early childhood education programs. To replace it, the proposal calls for early childhood programs to receive some of the money supplied by a national settlement with tobacco companies.

But the Senate has declined to approve the plan after getting bogged down in debate over unrelated issues attached to it.

The logjam has created a domino effect that may lead to more cuts in other areas, warned Silvey and Senate Appropriations Committee Chairman Kurt Schaefer.

"There are a number of things that — if that bill doesn't pass — we're going to have to revisit and probably cut," Silvey said.

Instead of the House plan for veterans' homes, the Senate has been pushing a version that would prohibit funding for a preschool quality rating system and shut down the University of Missouri-St. Louis' Sue Shear Institute for Women in Public Life. Sen. Jane Cunningham, R-Chesterfield, has said that program is too partisan, favoring Democrats.

"This is all about taxpayer dollars going to an organization that promotes certain beliefs," said Sen. Will Kraus, a Republican from Lee's Summit who is on the negotiating committee.

Silvey said the language on the Shear institute could prove hard to pass in the House, based on conversations he has had with members.

Rep. Sara Lampe, a Democrat from Springfield who also is on the budget negotiating committee, defended the program and said it is not partisan.

"It's about women," she said. "It's open to any woman who wants to attend."

Lawmakers are trying to resolve differences between the two chambers' plans for a $24 billion budget for the fiscal year that will begin July 1. Despite repeated delays, Silvey remained optimistic.

"We're right close to the finish line," he said.

Under the budget agreements reached so far, state employees who make $70,000 or less would receive 2 percent raises beginning July 1.

Lawmakers also have agreed to increase funding for a program that helps low-income families pay for child care — a move that officials say will help prevent drastic cuts to services.

The Department of Social Services estimated that 3,860 children would lose subsidized child care and another 2,330 would face a drop in state support if the Legislature doesn't provide a $10 million increase.

The House had provided the full funding in its budget, but the Senate's recommendation was for half that amount. But on Monday, Senate budget writers agreed to the full amount.

Still, differences remain in other budget areas.

Legislators have not resolved funding for programs that encourage private day care and preschool expansion. The House's version of the budget would provide nearly $13 million, but the Senate recommended eliminating the funding and transferring that authority to the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education.

Meanwhile, the Senate recommended full funding for a $28 million program that provides health care coverage for blind Missourians who do not qualify for Medicaid, while the House recommended sharp cuts in the program.

Some have proposed a new program that would require recipients to pay premiums and co-pays.

"That might be something that we discuss," Silvey said.

Advocates for the blind oppose any cutbacks or program modifications.

Deanna Noriega, who is blind and has a part-time job at Services for Independent Living in Columbia, said she went into the blind health care program last year when she lost her insurance coverage.

"I need to work, but that puts me over the income limit" for Medicaid, Noriega said.

Faced with a new health care burden, Noriega said people in similar situations might decide to quit their jobs so they can qualify for Medicaid, though she said that wouldn't be an option for her.

Her husband does not work because of health reasons. Their daughter and three grandchildren also live with the couple near Fulton, so Noriega said she's trying to help provide for a family of six and keep up with her mortgage payments.

"I can't afford to quit," she said. 
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Missouri Senate ties up over the state budget 

By CHRIS BLANK and DAVID A. LIEB 
Associated Press

	


	

	


JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- An attempt to pass legislation to create a dedicated funding source for Missouri veterans' homes has stalled in the Senate - at least temporarily.

Lawmakers generally agree that the veteran's nursing home legislation is critical for Missouri's proposed $24 billion operating budget, yet senators debated from Monday afternoon into early Tuesday morning without being able to come to a vote on the legislation.

Sen. Jason Crowell, R-Cape Girardeau, has vowed to hold up the veterans' legislation - and any other issue brought to the Senate floor - until his concerns over other budgetary issues are addressed. Crowell has the backing of several other Republican senators who also have particular beefs with the proposed budget and state policies.

"I know how to tie up the floor, and I'll do it," Crowell warned his colleagues on Tuesday.

Senate Majority Leader Tom Dempsey, R-St. Charles, said he hopes some additional time will help cool tempers and lead to a solution. But Dempsey appeared set on pushing the veterans' funding legislation to a vote.

"From my standpoint, the veterans' funding bill is the most important bill that we have to do, and until we resolve this issue, I mean I really don't want to do anything else," Dempsey said.

Missouri's veterans' nursing homes currently are funded by payments from residents, federal money, state general revenues and $6 million annually from state fees collected from casinos. But the main trust fund for the Missouri Veterans Commission has shrunk from $80 million in 1999 to $17 million after being repeatedly tapped when general revenue appropriations declined.

The legislation would earmark about $30 million more annually in casino fees to the veterans' fund. Early childhood programs that currently benefit from the casino fees would instead be funded with $35 million from Missouri's share of a nationwide settlement with tobacco companies. That would force more money shifting.

Lawmakers expect that about $35 million would have to be pulled out of the state's basic funding formula for K-12 public schools to offset the loss of tobacco funds that currently go into state general revenues and the Medicaid program. The plan assumes that the Missouri Lottery would generate $35 million in additional revenues for education, but it is not clear how the lottery would come up with that extra money.

Crowell helped come up with the veterans' funding plan. But he's holding it up because of he doesn't like a proposed $2 million funding increase for Southeast Missouri State University, which is supported by House Speaker Steven Tilley, R-Perryville. That issue is still pending before House and Senate budget negotiators.

Others, such as Sen. Jane Cunningham, R-Chesterfield, participated in holding up the veterans' bill because they want wording included in legislation that would bar the state from implementing a quality rating system for preschools and child-care centers and would prohibit the University of Missouri-St. Louis from running a nonpartisan political institute for women which some Republican lawmakers contend has been used to churn out Democratic politicians.

Crowell shuts down Missouri Senate

By Marshall Griffin 

The Missouri Senate has been shut down by one Senator over which version of legislation for veterans’ homes will be adopted.

Jason Crowell (R, Cape Girardeau) and several allies tied up the Senate for nearly 12 hours Monday night and are provoking a showdown with Senate leaders.  In addition to using a filibuster to block the veterans’ homes bill, Crowell is using several motions to block all bills from being debated.

“We have some issues that need to be resolved in the Senate before we move forward, and they’re gonna be resolved one way or the other," Crowell said.  "I will continue to make this series of motions on anything else that we do.”

The version of the bill Crowell and his allies want would strip state funding from the Sue Shear Institute for Women in Public Life at the University of Missouri – St. Louis.  They accuse the institute of being politically biased towards Democrats.

Crowell is also trying to pressure House budget negotiators into removing $2 million in extra funding for Southeast Missouri State University.  He says the money was slipped into the budget as a political favor to departing House Speaker Steven Tilley (R, Perryville).  Tom Dempsey (R, St. Charles) is the Majority Floor Leader for the Missouri Senate.

“What Senator Crowell is critical of me on is that I could not get Senator (Kurt) Schaefer (R, Columbia) to bind the conferees on the SEMO funding," Dempsey said.  "I can’t make another Senator offer a motion that they don’t want to offer.”

Dempsey says Senate GOP leaders will decide later today how to end the standoff.  The Senate is scheduled to reconvene at 10:00 a.m. 

Effort to defund Sue Shear Institute also targets its purpose: To train women to run for office

In Region
By Jo Mannies, Beacon political reporter and Jason Rosenbaum, special to the Beacon 

11:03 am on Mon, 05.07.12

Updated at 9:37 pm on Mon, 05.07.12

Missouri state Sen. Jane Cunningham, R-Chesterfield, has long been an outspoken critic of the Sue Shear Institute for Women in Public Life – a university-backed program that trains women to run for office.  But she acknowledges that one Senate proposal goes too far by even barring the program from operating with private funds.

 “I agree the language needed to be changed,” Cunningham said in an interview. “I agreed, for instance, that you can’t stop a private organization from doing what you (don't) want. In fact, that was my initial comment – it should be a private organization funded by donations and not by taxpayers.”

UPDATE: On Monday, the Missouri House voted 93-59 to bar  any public college or university from offering educational programs -- including, but not limited to, the Sue Shear Institute -- that encourage women to run for public office.
“This is about keeping women barefoot, pregnant, in the kitchen and as far away from politics as possible,” asserted Assistant House Minority Leader Tishaura Jones, D-St. Louis. End of update
Situated at the University of Missouri-St. Louis, the institute was created in 1996 – and has been a political target almost from the start.

The institute was set up as a nonpartisan program to offer training and encouragement to women considering runs for public office. In March, for example, it issued a study focusing on the apparent decline in women seeking office in Missouri.

The institute receives $250,000 a year from the university, and it raises additional money through private donations.

Although it has had its critics from the beginning, the program became a political lightning rod shortly after it was renamed the Sue Shear Institute, in honor of Missouri’s longest-serving woman in state government.

Shear, who died in 1998, served 26 years in the Missouri House. She was a progressive Democrat who was a leader in the unsuccessful effort in the 1970s to win state approval of the Equal Rights Amendment to the federal constitution.

Some Republicans have asserted for years that the institute is primarily a training ground for Democratic women. Cunningham, for example, has asserted that the institute declined several years ago to provide campaign interns for her and another Republican legislative candidate.

Even so, the institute has had a cadre of Republican and Democratic women lawmakers who have participated in institute programs and supported its work. Such backers helped fight off previous attempts by some legislators or university curators -- most recently in 2005 and 2007 -- to cut off funding or dismantle the institute.

Broad language
This time, two provisions before the General Assembly target the institute.

One was placed into the state budget bill funding Missouri’s higher education institutions and programs. That provision says that “no funds appropriated under this section shall be distributed to or in any way support any organization that engages in political activity; including but not limited to, the Sue Shear Institute or its successor entity.”

The second amendment is much broader. It is in legislation dealing with state funding for veterans’ homes and early childhood education. That provision says  “no public institution of higher education, or campus thereof, political subdivision, governmental entity, quasi-governmental entity, division, board, commission, committee, council, state department or agency, instrumentality, public office, employee of the state or private entity shall operate the Sue Shear Institute for Women in Public Life.”

The amendment also would prohibit groups whose operations track “the participation of women at various level of government” or seek to increase “the presence of women on boards and commissions,” train “college women leaders” or encourage “women to seek public office.”

Betty Van Uum, assistant to the provost for public affairs and economic development at UMSL (and a former Democratic member of the St. Louis County Council), said, “They did everything but take away the right to vote. This legislation would mean every college in the state would have to close if it can't train women to be leaders."

Even critics such as Cunningham are concerned that the second provision’s wording is too broad. The restriction against the institute operating as a private entity is seen by some on both sides as likely unconstitutional. Cunningham said she expects the wording will be changed.

Rallying support
Dayna Stock, manager of the institute, said it and its supporters are very concerned about the wording of the provision in the veterans-funding bill – as well as the overall attempt to eliminate the program or its state funding.

Stock emphasized that the institute is nonpartisan and that its aim is solely to encourage women to get more involved in public life and to offer training and education to that end.

She said the institute is “reaching out to supporters’’ to encourage them to lobby legislators to retain the institute.

Kristin Weber is a former Sue Shear Institute fellow who received a distinguished service award from the university on Friday.  She established the UMSL College Democrats and served as its president.

The institute, she said, “helped me learn that there are many women out there who want to get involved in public life. It's not partisan. It's about getting out in the community and making a difference."

Weber now is trying to make a difference as well, by going online to lobby against the latest legislative efforts to kill the institute: “I have tried to start a social media uprising about it."

Beacon reporter Dale Singer contributed information for this article.
Days before budget due, negotiations stalled over veterans funding

May 7, 2012 | Filed under: Budget and Taxes,Subscribers | Posted by: Eli Yokley 

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. — Missouri budget negotiations continue stall over whether or not the state senate passes legislation to fund Missouri’s veterans homes. 

The proposal, currently under consideration, would shift nearly $30 million of casino proceeds out of early childhood education funds into the state’s veterans commission. House Budget Committee Chairman Ryan Silvey said if the senate does not pass a bill, he will seek to pull funds from other budget priorities — including funding for Missouri’s blind health care program — to bridge the gap. 

The program, Silvey told reporters, “is absolutely in danger if the vets funding does not pass.” 

Monday, supporters of the blind health care program staged an event on the front steps of the capitol encouraging lawmakers to fully fund the blind health care program. 

“It is our hope that the conference committee will find it in their hearts to do the right thing by the blind n Missouri and maintain funding from the Senate budget, restoring Medicaid for the blind,” said Deny Huff, president of Missouri Council of the Blind. 

Lawmakers, however, are running out of time. The constitutional deadline to pass a budget is Friday evening. House Floor Leader Tim Jones said lawmakers could be in session on Friday if negotiations continue to stall. 

Push to ease rules on radioactive shipments clears Missouri House

Jason Hancock 
The Kansas City Star 

JEFFERSON CITY | Legislation lowering fees on shipping radioactive material through the state won the approval of the Missouri House late Monday night. 

An amendment quietly added to a transportation bill in the House last month would have meant Ontario-based Nordion Inc. would no longer pay a fee or face mandatory inspections in Missouri for shipments of cobalt-60, a radioactive material the company sells for use in the sterilization of medical devices.

Nordion currently pays $1,800 per cask of cobalt-60 and $25 for every mile traveled in the state of more than 200 miles. Shipments can contain several casks per truck. 

But in a compromise worked out with the state Department of Natural Resources and passed by the House Monday, the company would instead pay $1,800 per truck, a move that could save the company thousands of dollars per shipment. 

Since 2009, Nordion has paid $293,000 in fees. That money is used to pay for safety inspections, a security escort by the Highway Patrol and training for local emergency personnel on how to respond to a radioactive incident should one occur.

Rep. Jill Schupp, a St. Louis Democrat, questioned whether the new regulations simply shift the cost of ensuring public safety is protected off of the company and on to the taxpayers. 

"This is dangerous material," she said. "I'm very concerned about lowering these fees when we don't know for sure whether they will continue to cover the costs the state incurs." 

Because the changes were added as an amendment to a Senate bill in a House committee, no formal public hearing on the idea was ever conducted. 

Radioactivity is measured using a unit known as a curie. In the last two years, Nordion has made 40 shipments of cobalt-60 through Missouri, ranging in size from 40,000 curies to 923,000 curies, according to the Missouri Department of Natural Resources. Exposure to 40,000 curies of cobalt-60 outside of its container would be the equivalent radiation to roughly 1,400 dental X-rays per second and would be lethal in less than one minute. 

Another difference from the original bill is the type of radioactive material is effected. The original bill, written by the trade organization Gamma Industry Processors Alliance, only pertained to cobalt-60 shipments. But the change to per truck fees instead of per cask fees impacts cobalt-60 as well as other radioactive material, such as spent nuclear fuel. 

The change now heads to the Senate as part of a massive transportation bill. The Senate can accept the House version or ask for a conference committee to work out differences. At least two other bills in the House contain provisions dealing with shipping radioactive material. 

Lawmakers scramble to pass bills

Jimmy Myers
St. Joseph News-Press
On Twitter: @SJNPMyers
The Missouri General Assembly wraps up next week, but there is still much work to be completed.

Between the five area representatives and senators in Jefferson City, they sponsor about 66 bills, none of which have made it to the governor’s desk.

St. Joseph Democrat Rep. Pat Conway’s “jumping jacks” bill passed with an overwhelming majority in the House and has had a hearing in the Senate. Rep. Delus Johnson, R-St. Joseph, saw his Pony Express license plate bill pass the House with only two no votes.

The jumping jacks bill is in reference to the exercise credited to Gen. John Pershing, who grew up east of St. Joseph in Laclede, Mo. Mr. Conway’s bill would make jumping jacks the state’s official exercise. Students from St. Joseph’s Pershing Elementary spoke during the Senate hearing last week. Mr. Johnson’s bill would create a Pony Express license plate, the benefits of which would go to the Pony Express Museum.

Mr. Johnson also had an international agriculture exchange bill that got rolled into an omnibus agriculture bill that has passed the House. Mr. Johnson said his bill should make it easier for farmers in Missouri to “connect with international produce buyers and should create new jobs related to agriculture.”

Sen. Dr. Rob Schaaf, R-St. Joseph, and Sen. Brad Lager, R-Savannah, have each had success in getting three of their sponsored bills through the Senate, but those bills are in House committees and haven’t been brought to the House floor for debate.

But at the statehouse, lawmakers are not only pushing their own bills, but trying to stop those they don’t favor, as Dr. Schaaf successfully did last week. His eight-hour filibuster took down a bill that would have created a prescription drug database the government could use to track patients’ prescription drug use.

Dr. Schaaf has successfully passed his bill prohibiting health insurance exchanges unless various criteria are met. The bill had a hearing in a House committee in March. He’s also moved through the Senate his bill that modifies membership of the Missouri Health Insurance Pool. A bill he sponsored that creates a child care subsidy pilot program has also been passed in the Senate. Those bills are also currently assigned to House committees.

Mr. Lager’s bills that have moved through the Senate and are in the House for approval include one that proposes a constitutional amendment to create term limits for all statewide elected officials. Another modifies provisions related to regulating motor vehicles, including off-highway vehicles. A third bill that has been approved in the Senate and passed in one committee in the House modifies the law relating to the Missouri Human Rights Act and employment discrimination, which has been titled the “Whistle-blowers Protection Act.”

Of the 19 bills that have been truly agreed and finally passed through both houses this session, the governor vetoed one regarding unlawful discriminatory employment practices, and signed another that was related to the length of terms served by school board members.
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Mo. bill would allow sales tax for Gateway Arch 

	


	

	


[image: image1.png]


JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- Missouri lawmakers have approved legislation that would allow residents in the St. Louis area to vote on whether to raise a local sales tax to help fund improvements at the Gateway Arch.

The measure would allow a local election on a 3/16 percent sales tax. Part of the money would go to the Gateway Arch, and a portion would go to local parks. It also would allow voters in the Kansas City area to decide on a 1/10th percent sales tax for parks, trails and greenways in Jackson County.

House members on Monday approved the legislation 112-29. It previously cleared the Senate, so it now goes to Gov. Jay Nixon.

Supporters say the measure would help pay for a $553 million improvement plan for the Gateway Arch in St. Louis.

May 7, 2012 

Missouri legislator touts new tag line for tourism 

‘Great Rivers State’ proposed for additional Missouri slogan

By Debby Woodin news@joplinglobe.com The Joplin Globe Mon May 07, 2012, 10:46 PM CDT 

Mark Twain, an old Mississippi River pilot, would surely like it.

It turns out, a lot of others do too.

State Sen. John Lamping, R-St. Louis, is promoting a resolution that would give Missouri one more moniker to tout tourism: “The Great Rivers State.” It would join other slogans already used to describe Missouri, including the “Show-Me State” and “The Cave State.”

“The idea was brought to us by one of our constituents,” said Jennae Neustadt, Lamping’s chief of staff. “They suggested this would allow Missouri to promote more of its tourism.”

The proposal is receiving praise around Missouri, and not just from those tied to the state’s two famed waterways, the Missouri and Mississippi rivers.

“The interesting thing about it is that people in mid-Missouri may interpret it to be the Mississippi or the Big Muddy (Missouri), but it is applicable to other parts of the state,” said Holly Neill, of Ozark, executive director of the Stream Team Watershed Coalition. “To me, I think of all our beautiful Ozark streams. It connects everybody to their rivers and streams.”

“I think it’s a great idea,” said Ruth Young, of Pineville, who along with her husband, David, owns the Kozy Kamp campground  on the head waters of Elk River, which is formed by the confluence of Big Sugar Creek and Little Sugar Creek.

“We have some great rivers in this state,” she said. “We took a trip this winter and traveled through other states. You look at their streams and the comment is, ‘Look how muddy they are.’ You get to Missouri and you look, and say, ‘How clean they are,’” by comparison.

 “The ones we saw maybe weren’t dirty, but they weren’t as clean as the Missouri rivers and streams,” she said.

The Missouri Canoe and Floaters Association, composed of many of the state’s campgrounds and canoe concessionaires, endorses the slogan, said Michelle Lambeth of Marshfield, the executive director.

“Obviously it’s encouraging people to realize that there is more to Missouri than the Gateway Arch,” she said. “There’s over 110,000 miles of rivers and streams in the state.”

She said an advertising campaign done by the Missouri Division of Tourism a few years ago based on the slogan “Where the Rivers Run,”  was a boon to the recreation industry.

“The state picked up on that and we, as an association, loved it. It does define Missouri,” Lambeth said, much like Minnesota’s “Land of 10,000 Lakes.”

Proud but stubborn Missourians say there’s still room for the historical “Show-Me State” reference, which could have its roots in Joplin’s mining days, according to the state archives.

The official manual of the state of Missouri in 1980 reported that are two stories about the possible origin of that tag line.

One is in the mining town of Leadville, Colo., where Joplin area miners were taken to replace striking Colorado miners in the 1890s. The story goes that the Joplin men were not familiar with the mining methods used in Colorado and had to be given instructions.

Colorado mine bosses were reported to have told their native workers: “That man is from Missouri. You’ll have to show him.”

Another possible origin is a speech given in 1899 by Missouri’s U.S. Rep. Willard Duncan Vandiver. It was reported that he coined the phrase when he said in his speech “I come from a state that raises corn and cotton and cockleburs and Democrats, and frothy eloquence neither convinces nor satisfies me. I am from Missouri. You have got to show me.”

Adding the slogan about rivers does not take away from the Show-Me handle, which has been in use for a century or more now. The newly proposed slogan “has economic value to it,” for promoting the entire state, said Patrick Tuttle, the Joplin Convention and Visitors Bureau director. “It also encompasses a very important part of the state.”

Having more tag lines to represent the diversity found in Missouri can’t hurt, said Jennifer Rosson, manager of Bluff Dwellers Cave in Noel.

“We have an interest in it,” Rosson said of the slogans. “We would love it to be ‘The Cave State.’ We have the most show caves of any state. So, of course, we are interested in promoting caves, but we also have awesome rivers.”

Either way, people can say what they want on their very own license plates.

While Missouri’s regular license plates carry the slogan “Show-Me State,” vanity license plates can be ordered with “The Cave State” phrase or  Stream Team plates labeled with the “Great Rivers State” slogan.



River boat pilot

“The face of the water, in time, became a wonderful book — a book that was a dead language to the uneducated passenger, but which told its mind to me without reserve, delivering its most cherished secrets as clearly as if it uttered them with a voice. And it was not a book to be read once and thrown aside, for it had a new story to tell every day.” — Mark Twain in his 1883 memoir “Life on the Mississippi.”

UMKC considers changing name to University of Kansas City

By MARÁ ROSE WILLIAMS

The Kansas City Star

Leo Morton was sitting in a restaurant near the University of Missouri-Kansas City recently when a waiter asked about the kangaroo pin on his jacket’s lapel.

“I told him the kangaroo is the mascot for UMKC,” recalled Morton, the school’s chancellor. “He said, ‘Oh, I thought you guys were the Tigers.’ ” 

That encounter got Morton thinking that it’s time to act on a long-percolating idea: Drop the “University of Missouri” and return the school to its original name, the University of Kansas City.

“We are not a branch of the University of Missouri Tigers,” Morton said, a hint of frustration in his voice. With a medical school, a dental school, a law school, a conservatory of music and dance, a school of pharmacy and a nursing school, UMKC is the only university research institution in the city. 

However, it also is one of four campuses, including the one in Columbia, that make up the University of Missouri System. 

The UMKC Roos wear blue and gold. 

MU’s Tigers wear black and gold and hold court about a two-hour drive to the east.

Morton said the name change would better identify the university with its mission to be a model urban research university that’s actively engaged with its city and region.

“A name defines who you are, but it also defines whose you are,” he said.

Eighty percent of students enrolled at UMKC come from the Kansas City Metropolitan Statistical Area and 75 percent of its graduates stay in the city, Morton said. “We are Kansas City’s university and our name should suggest that.”

The school began as the University of Kansas City in 1929. It didn’t become the University of Missouri-Kansas City until 1963, when it joined the University of Missouri System.

Experts in university marketing say they have noticed more schools “rebranding” to try to better explain their value to donors and potential students.

In the beginning of 2008, the University of Missouri-Rolla changed its name to the Missouri University of Science and Technology. 

That same year, a controversy brewed over the University of Missouri-Columbia’s decision to drop “Columbia” from its name as a way to distinguish itself from Missouri State University and make it clear that MU and not MSU is the state’s flagship university. 

Faculty and campus leaders at the system’s three other schools — Kansas City, St. Louis and Rolla — argued at the time that if the Columbia campus became the University of Missouri, it would make the others seem like satellite campuses.

UMKC spokesman John Martellaro said Monday that a name change would not be an attempt to distance the school from the university system.

“It’s just the opposite,” he said. “As far as we are concerned, our commitment to the University of Missouri System has never been stronger. We are always looking for a way to make UMKC stronger, as that only benefits the University of Missouri System.”

Rebranding the university, starting with a name change that would include new promotions and redoing campus signage and stationery, could cost more than a half-million dollars, Morton said. The money would have to be raised from donors because it could not be taken from state funds, he said.

He said he broached the name-change idea a week ago at a UMKC Faculty Senate meeting.

“In a way, we were asked to test the waters and get some sentiment on the issue of changing the name,” said Gary Ebersole, senate chairman.

Although faculty members have not had time to analyze all the pros and cons, Ebersole said, “there appears to be support for the idea. There was no opposition to a change vocalized.” 

Some faculty members think a name change would be an advantage for raising money from Kansas City philanthropists wanting to support the city’s school, he said.

Morton said he hadn’t had a chance yet to discuss the idea with alumni. He said they might be the hardest sell because they have diplomas and certificates emblazoned with the school’s current name. 

He said he would meet with alumni later this month, and no action will be taken until the university has had a chance to talk more with faculty, students, administrators and community members. 

Restaurateur and community leader Ollie Gates, a former UMKC trustee, said he doesn’t mind the idea of the university going back to its old name. 

“I think people in Kansas City would feel more connected to it,” Gates said.

A name change would require approval from the UM Board of Curators, who so far have not received any proposal from UMKC detailing the cost or process. 

“It is too premature…” said Jennifer Hollingshead, system spokesperson.

Curator Warren Erdman of Kansas City said that when he does see a proposal from the UMKC campus making a compelling case for a name change, “I would have to evaluate that along with how the stakeholders — students, faculty, alumni and surrounding community — feel about it. But I would be very open-minded to it.” 

Koster to release records involving proposed Dome improvements

In Backroom
By Jo Mannies, Beacon political reporter 

5:44 pm on Mon, 05.07.12

Missouri Attorney General Chris Koster has jumped into the legal battle over documents dealing with the proposed improvements at the Edward Jones Dome, by announcing that he plans to make all the state's copies of the documents public by next Monday.

In a statement issued this afternoon, Koster said he was complying with an open-records request filed by TV reporter Charles Jaco at KTVI (Channel 2).  The statement added that the documents also will be provided to any other news outlets that submit an open-records request.

A spokeswoman said the attorney general was responding to “broad interest from the media.”

Koster’s announcement also puts him at odds with the St. Louis Convention and Visitors Commission, which is embroiled in a legal dispute with some other media outlets over the commission’s refusal to release the documents.

The documents in question involve negotiations with the Rams football team over the required improvements at the Dome, in compliance with the original contract with the CVC that mandates that the facility be maintained as a “top tier’’ facility.

The CVC and the Rams have been exchanging proposals for months, with the most recent proposal by the Rams under wraps.

But copies of all the documents also must go to the state of Missouri – which paid part of the costs for the Dome’s construction in the early 1990s  and is a party during the latest talks.

Unless a judge intervenes, Koster’s spokeswoman said, the attorney general is releasing all of the state’s copies to any media outlet who requests them.

As attorney general, Koster, a Democrat (seeking re-election this fall) is the state’s chief enforcer of Missouri’s open-records laws. As a result, allowing the Dome documents to remain under wraps would seem to be counter to his office’s charge.

Missouri AG intends to make Dome plan public


BY MATTHEW HATHAWAY • stltoday.com | Posted: Tuesday, May 8, 2012 6:00 am 


Missouri Attorney General Chris Koster on Monday said he intends to publicly release documents next week related to the St. Louis Rams' plans to renovate the Edward Jones Dome.

The secret plans have been at the center of a legal dispute between the St. Louis Convention and Visitors Commission and the Post-Dispatch.

The CVC and the Rams, as required by the team's lease for the Dome, have traded proposals on how to make the building a "first-tier" stadium. If the CVC can't meet that standard by 2015, the team could terminate the lease and move out of St. Louis.

The CVC, a public agency that operates the taxpayer-funded Dome, contends that the Rams' May 1 renovation plan and other documents requested by the Post-Dispatch are not subject to the Missouri Sunshine Law, the state's open-records law. Last week, the matter went to court as the CVC and the news organization sued each other.

In a letter sent Monday to St. Louis Circuit Judge Bryan Hettenbach, Koster and Patricia Churchill, who heads the attorney general's government affairs division, said that the state will release the documents Monday.

Find the latest updates on our free news apps for your  iPad,  your iPhone,  Android, Windows mobile, BlackBerry and Kindle Fire.
Hettenbach has been assigned to oversee the dispute between the CVC and the Post-Dispatch. Lawyers for the Rams and the CVC also were sent copies of Koster's letter.

"We are aware that litigation is pending in the St. Louis City Circuit Court regarding the open/closed nature of similar records apparently in the possession of the (CVC)," Koster and Churchill said in the letter.

It continued that the Missouri Office of Administration, "in the absence of judicial order to the contrary, will produce the requested documents by the close of business on Monday, May 14."

Kathleen "Kitty" Ratcliffe, president of the CVC, said late Monday that the commission had no immediate plans to challenge the state's release of the documents. "We haven't discussed this with the state, and we can't speak for the state," she said.

The CVC maintains that — as a party to the Rams' lease — it legally is forbidden from making public any documents considered by the Rams to be confidential. If it does so, according the CVC, the Rams could use the disclosure as grounds to seek an immediate termination of the lease.

In the lease, the state is considered a 'sponsor" of the Dome, along with the governments of St. Louis and St. Louis County. Every year since 2005, the three entities together pay off a $24 million chunk of the Dome's $720 million construction debt. Each of the governments also appoints commissioners to the CVC board.

Officials from city and county government have so far supported the CVC's decision to withhold the documents unless ordered to hand them over by Hettenbach. The state, it seems, sees things differently.

While the state is a part-owner of the Dome, it is "not a party to the lease with the Rams," Ratcliffe said, adding that it isn't constrained by the lease's confidentiality provision.

The CVC has until June 1 to accept or reject the Rams' plan. If the two sides don't strike a deal by June 15 on how to make the Dome a first-tier facility, they would go into arbitration, which could run through year's end.

St. Louis region's second-busiest casino to change hands


BY TIM LOGAN • stltoday.com | Posted: Tuesday, May 8, 2012 12:30 am 


One of the region’s biggest casinos is about to get a new owner.

Penn National Gaming on Monday announced a deal to buy Harrah’s Maryland Heights Casino from Caesars Entertainment for $610 million. The purchase, expected to close by the end of the year, will give the fast-growing Pennsylvania gaming company a deeper foothold in the $1.1 billion St. Louis casino market, eight years after it bought locally based Argosy Gaming.

“The planned addition of Harrah’s St. Louis will further expand Penn National’s regional operating platform with a facility that is extremely well-positioned in a large metropolitan market,” said Penn CEO Peter Carlino.

The casino, which opened on the Missouri River in 1997, is the region’s second-busiest by revenue. Gamblers spent $268.4 million there last year, according to the Missouri Gaming Commission, down 1.2 percent from 2010.

It has a 500-room hotel, 4,600-car parking garage and 2,600 slot machines. But the property has seen relatively little investment in recent years, even as new rivals around the region have opened up and old ones have expanded.

Its parent company, Caesars, was acquired by private equity firms in 2008, and went public in February. Chief executive Gary Loveman has said he hoped to sell some properties to fund new projects.

“The sale of this property exemplifies our strategy to maximize returns from our mix of assets through investments in new markets as well as occasional divestitures,” he said. “We are committed to expanding our distribution network into growth markets that have the potential for high returns.”

While Caesars is selling, Penn has been growing.

The company bought a casino in Las Vegas last year and has opened new properties in Maryland, Ohio and, just this February, Wyandotte County, Kansas. It has had a presence in the St. Louis market — owning the Argosy Alton — since buying Argosy Gaming in 2004 for $1.4 billion.

Having two casinos in the St. Louis market could help Penn save money on marketing and back office costs. But spokesman Joe Jaffoni said that synergy was not a major factor in the deal.

“(Maryland Heights) is just a good asset. It’s got a good long-term operating history,” he said. “It’s pretty much in the Penn National sweet spot.”

After the sale goes through, Penn will re-brand the casino to its “Hollywood” brand, which it uses at 11 other properties and “will invoke the glamour of 1930s art deco Hollywood.”

The deal will need approval by the Missouri Gaming Commission, which vets all casino-license holders in the state. Penn already owns a property in Kansas City, so that process may be quicker than if it were a new company to the state.

The casino employed nearly 1,900 people in 2010, according to Maryland Heights financial documents. There was no word Monday on how the sale might affect workers there.

May 8, 5:01 AM EDT

Missouri wild elk herd to double in population 

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- Missouri's elk population is about to double.

The Department of Conservation says 35 elk are expected to arrive May 18 at the Peck Ranch Conservation Area in southern Missouri. The animals are coming from Kentucky, where they were captured as part of an elk restoration agreement with Missouri.

This is the second year that Kentucky elk are being brought to Missouri. Last year, 49 elk were captured but 15 died before they ever made it to Missouri. Three more died of natural causes after making to Missouri.

Missouri's elk herd now consists of 31 adult animals and 5 calves that were born in the state.

The Conservation Commission has authorized the re-introduction of up to 150 elk over several years in parts of Shannon, Carter and Reynolds counties.

MISSOURINET
Voters likely to decide whether to raise cigarette taxes, minimum wage, cap payday loan rates

May 7, 2012 By Jessica Machetta 

The Secretary of State’s Office has submitted four initiative petitions for verification. Spokesman Ryan Hobart says if the signatures are verified, they’ll go on the November ballot. Voters would decide whether to increase cigarette taxes, minimum wage, cap payday loan interest rates, and give local control back to the St. Louis Police Force.

Spokesman Ryan Hobart says 143 petitions were filed this year, a record number, but only the aforementioned four have made it this far in the process.

He says it’s been going up every year: by comparison, 14 initiatives were submitted in 2004.

This year’s petitions will now be sent on to the local election authorities in counties and cities across the state so signatures can be verified against their voter registration records. Petitions that meet the legal criteria will be certified by Aug. 7.

Signatures for the following petitions were submitted for verification:

· Statutory Amendment to RSMo Chapters 84, 86 and 105, Relating to Municipal Police Force: http://www.sos.mo.gov/elections/2012petitions/12init_pet.asp#2012088.

· A Statutory Amendment to RSMo Chapters 149 and 196, Relating to Cigarette and Other Tobacco Product: www.sos.mo.gov/elections/2012petitions/12init_pet.asp
· A Statutory Amendment to RSMo Chapters 367 and 408, Relating to Payday, Title, Installment, and Consumer Credit Loans: http://www.sos.mo.gov/elections/2012petitions/12init_pet.asp
· Statutory Amendment to RSMo Chapter 290, Relating to Minimum Wage: http://www.sos.mo.gov/elections/2012petitions/12init_pet.asp
For a petition seeking to change Missouri statute, valid signatures from registered voters equal to five 5 percent of the total votes cast in the 2008 governor’s election from six of the state’s nine congressional districts must be submitted. Depending on the combination of districts, the number of signatures required ranges between approximately 91,818 and 99,600 valid signatures.

Payday loan interest rates have been a hot-button issue in the legislature in recent years, but bills have not been passed.

A group called Missourians for Responsible Lending says it’s gone too far, taking advantage of society’s most needy citizens.

“The payday lending industry and the hired guns working for their shadowy front group pulled out all the stops to protect their 400 percent interest rates,” says  James Bryan, treasurer. ”They’ve threatened churches and faith leaders, lied to and harassed voters on the streets, and worked to disenfranchise the citizens who signed petitions — but we have prevailed.”

Another group called Give Missourians a Raise speaks out against the practice.

“As payday lending executives and other CEOs get richer, regular people in Missouri are struggling to make ends meet across Missouri,” says James  Morris, treasurer. “It’s wrong to pay people less than $8 an hour and charge them 400% interest rates. These initiatives are important step forward to an economy that works for all of us.”　
Crowell threatens to block all bills (AUDIO)

May 8, 2012 By Bob Priddy 

A plan to finance new veterans homes and other services is being blocked in the state senate by a senator who is feuding with the Speaker of the House about two-million dollars.

Approval of the bill–which is a key component to the next state budget== is hampered by splits within the majority Republican party.  One faction is led by Cape Girardeau Senator Jason Crowell, who charges the senate leadership puts pursuit of power ahead of service.

                                                
AUDIO:: Crowell
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 Senate floor leader Tom Dempsey doesn’t appreciate that kind of talk..

                                           [
AUDIO: Dempsey
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Crowell later referred to Speaker Tilley as “lazy,” a comment that brought an admonition from fellow Senator Brad Lager of Maryville..

                                        
1feud9
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Crowell is in the last few days of his senatorial career. He cannot seek another term. He wants the senate to remove from the next state budget two-million dollars for Southeast Missouri State University.  House speaker Steven Tilley put the money in although the school has not asked for it. 

The senate gave up, for now, trying to get the bill passed at 3-30 this morning.

BLOG ZONE 

DSCC reserves $3.4 million in fall air time in McCaskill race

By MAGGIE HABERMAN | 

5/7/12 10:07 PM EDT, POLITICO

Weeks after the NRSC's IE reserved $5 million in fall air time in the race to defeat Sen. Claire McCaskill, the DSCC's independent expenditure has placed its own by worth $3.4 million in statewide broadcast time for the final month of the election, a highly reliable media-buying source says. 

It's not the same dollar-for-dollar as the NRSC buy - although it wasn't immediately clear how long the reserved time block is on the GOP side - but it also indicates the DSCC isn't running from McCaskill, either, as she faces a tough re-election battle after her first term.

The DSCC has started placing competing buys in some of the states where the NRSC has already blocked out time, including in Montana in the Sen. Jon Tester race - where $3 million (for the Dems) and $3.5 million (for the Republicans) stretches more than in other states - and is expected to buy time in Virginia.

Hard vs. soft swing states

By CHARLES MAHTESIAN | 

5/7/12 10:39 AM EDT, POLITICO

Everyone agrees that the nation’s ‘swing states’ are central to the outcome of the 2012 election. But there’s one problem: There isn’t a widespread consensus about how many there are, or even which ones should be described as swing states.

The New York Times counted 9 this weekend. The USA Today/Gallup lists 12 in their ‘Swing States Poll’ out today. Other forecasters such as the Cook Political Report and Larry Sabato’s Crystal Ball rank 7 states as toss-ups.

Whatever you call the most competitive places on the electoral map – swing states, battleground states, toss-ups – the range of opinion suggests that they aren’t all equally in play. And that’s borne out by the polling and recent voting history of many of the states.

One way to look at the swing state collection is to divide them into hard and soft swing states. The hard swing states are nearly universally agreed on by the two parties, analysts and by media outlets as up for grabs; ad purchases and investments by the candidates, parties or outside groups underscore their status as extremely competitive.

The soft swing states vary according to who’s doing the assessment. They show up on a few lists but not on others. Several of them could probably qualify as hard states; what distinguishes this group is the belief that they lean slightly more toward one party than the hard states do.

Here's the breakdown:

Hard swing states (7): Colorado, Florida, Iowa, Nevada, New Hampshire, Ohio, Virginia.

Soft swing states (4): New Mexico, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Wisconsin.

There’s one more category worth noting – call it “on the bubble.” States from this group – which include Arizona, Michigan, and Missouri – are occasionally referred to as swing states but there’s a great deal of skepticism about whether they are actually in play. Arizona and Missouri are generally viewed as having a distinct Republican lean; Michigan is viewed as having a distinct Democratic lean.

If nothing else, the variance between the swing state lists reveals that it’s a very inexact science. But it does lay out the contours of the electoral map, where roughly three-quarters of the states aren’t expected to be seriously contested in the fall.

Steelman Picks Up Susan B. Anthony List Endorsement for Pro-Life Life Votes

Republican Senate candidate Sarah Steelman has been endorsed by the Susan B. Anthony List Candidate Fund (SBA List Candidate Fund). The Anthony Fund describes itself as a “national pro-life political action committee”.
Steelman won the endorsement despite the fact she is not the only pro-life candidiate in the race, rivals John Brunner and Rep Todd Akin are both pro-life.
Akin has a 100% voting record from the National Right to Life Committee on anti-abortion measures in the 112th Congress.
The SBA list cites Steelman’s 100% pro-life voting record in the Missouri State Senate from 1998 to 2004.
According to Mallory Quigley of the Antony list, the group picked Steelman over the other two candidates because she is a woman.
The Mission statement for the Anthony Fund says the group is “will emphasize the election, education, promotion and mobilization of pro-life women”.
The endorsement statement calls Democratic incumbent Claire McCaskill “EMILY’s List darling”.
EMILY’s List is a similar group that tries to support the candidacies of woman, EMILY’s list often endorses Democratic candidates.
http://20poundsofheadlines.wordpress.com/2012/05/07/steelman-picks-up-susan-b-anthony-list-endorsement-for-pro-life-life-votes/ 

EDITORIALS … & Letters to the Editor
Editorial: Party leaders favor ethics reform, so what is the holdup? 


By the Editorial Board stltoday.com | Posted: Tuesday, May 8, 2012 12:15 am

If a tree is felled in the forest to create the paper upon which a politician's ethics proposal is printed, does it make a noise?

The question arises because last week, Republican Dave Spence, a candidate for Missouri governor, unveiled a comprehensive proposal to change ethics laws to protect citizens from official corruption. It didn't get much attention.

It should and here's why:

The proposal doesn't contain a single bad idea. It mirrors many ideas that have been put forward by Democrats this legislative session and have been ignored by the Legislature's Republican leaders.

Now, as we head to the governor's race in November, both presumed candidates, Gov. Jay Nixon, a Democrat, and Mr. Spence, a Republican, are saying the same thing: The state's anti-corruption laws are too weak. The negative influence of money is damaging the legislative process.

There are reasons to be suspicious of Mr. Spence's calls for transparency, not the least of which is that when given a chance to show it himself in his personal financial disclosure, he left out details that would actually tell voters where his potential conflicts lie. And unlike Mr. Nixon, Mr. Spence is not calling for one of the most important reforms, campaign donation limits.

It's hard to seek limits when you wrote yourself a $2 million check.

That being said, Mr. Spence's proposal is serious. Among the important changes he suggests making to state law:

• Capping lobbyists' gifts to lawmakers.

• Stopping lawmakers from cashing in on their next careers as lobbyists by requiring elected officials to wait two years before seeking to influence their former colleagues.

• Requiring any company seeking state bids to disclose its campaign contributions over the previous three years and banning such donations during the bidding process. This mirrors a proposal made by President Barack Obama on the federal level that has been opposed by Republicans.

• Reinstating the ban on committee-to-committee donation transfers that was a key part of the since-overturned 2010 ethics law. This move is key to ending the common practice of "money laundering" in Missouri politics.

• Requiring full disclosure of donors to the now copious 501(c)4 organizations that have become such a massive part of political spending in Missouri and the nation.

• Making it illegal to invest campaign funds in speculative investments, as Speaker of the House Steve Tilley, R-Perryville, has done, much to the chagrin of members of his own caucus.

These are serious, workable proposals. Combined with the ethics proposals put forward by House Democrats Jason Kander and Tishaura Jones, they would remove Missouri's stigma as the state with the weakest legislative ethics rules in the country.

It's a shame that those proposals have been ignored by Republicans leading the Legislature. It's not like they've accomplished much else.

Mr. Spence's decision to back an ethics plan, while too late to matter this session, should put lawmakers on notice.

When leaders in both parties are pushing ethics reform, it's time for elected officials to get their act together and enact reasonable laws to limit the corrupting influence of money.

Guest commentary: Time for a Turner fix 

By Susan Carlson stltoday.com | Posted: Tuesday, May 8, 2012 12:00 am


It's time for the Missouri Legislature to do its job and fix the uncertainties stemming from a school transfer law, adopted by the Legislature, which has been the subject of a lawsuit known as Turner v. School District of Clayton.

In 2010, the Missouri Supreme Court interpreted the law to mean that students in an unaccredited school district, such as the City of St. Louis, can elect to transfer to an adjoining district, like Clayton, with the unaccredited district being required to pay the students' tuition, and the receiving district having no say in whether it will accept such students.

The law, as interpreted by the Supreme Court, has the potential to create havoc for both unaccredited and receiving school districts. A district like Clayton might be obligated to accept a large number of students from unaccredited districts, without regard to whether Clayton has the facilities, staff and other resources necessary to accommodate them. At the same time, the transfer option places students who remain in the unaccredited district at risk of deeper failure, due to scarce resources being drained from the district to fund tuition payments for departing students.

Recently, St. Louis County Circuit Judge David Vincent III ruled that the transfer law is unconstitutional and may not be enforced. The court concluded that the transfer scheme is impossible to achieve, and reflects a state-imposed mandate on local school districts unaccompanied by the funding necessary for implementation.

The ruling may allow school districts like Clayton to breathe a welcome sigh of relief. But, it leaves schoolchildren in the city trapped in unaccredited schools, and substantial legal uncertainties remain. The recent ruling certainly will be appealed to higher courts. And, the Legislature's school transfer law remains on the books.

The statute being a creation of the Legislature, it is the Legislature's responsibility to fix the problems its handiwork created, and prevent potential chaos within the state's school districts.

I applaud the intent of the transfer law, that students in an unaccredited school district should be able to obtain a quality education. But, if a remedy for an unaccredited district's failings is to send some of its students to adjoining districts, there must be reasonable standards for, and limitations upon, a receiving school district's obligations to take such students, together with an assurance of adequate increased resources for the additional students. Moreover, allowing students to transfer out should not come at a cost of draining an unaccredited school district of the financial resources needed to provide a quality education to students who remain.

There are various bills pending in the Missouri Legislature to effect a "Turner fix." However, there exists a substantial risk that politics will trump policy, and no solution to the Turner problem will gain passage before the end of the legislative session.

A failure to find a prompt legislative solution to the Turner problem would be a travesty and a tragedy for thousands of Missouri schoolchildren and many school districts. It is time for the Missouri Legislature to do its job and pass a responsible Turner fix. To solve such problems is why the people of Missouri send their elected representatives to Jefferson City. The citizens of Missouri deserve nothing less.

State Rep. Susan Carlson, a Democrat, represents part of St. Louis and University City.
