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Senate committee moves to restore Missouri Governor's Mansion chef

BY ELIZABETH CRISP • ecrisp@post-dispatch.com > 573-635-6178 | Posted: Monday, April 16, 2012 3:13 pm
JEFFERSON CITY • The Senate Appropriations Committee is trying to restore the chef at the Governor’s Mansion.

The $45,000 position was cut from the budget last year – apparently the victim of political spat between Democratic Gov. Jay Nixon and House Budget Committee Chair Ryan Silvey, R-Kansas City.

But nestled within its spending recommendation adopted last week, the Senate committee added both funding and an open position so the Mansion can have a chef again.

Committee member Sen. Jim Lembke, R-St. Louis, said he and others agree that the position should be restored, particularly since the governor entertains special guests at the Mansion.

"As the rest of the committee, I support it," Lembke said.

The decision to cut the post meant Chef Jerry Walsh last year lost the job he had held for 15 years, through five governors.

"I think it was a kind of petty thing to do," Lembke said of the decision to remove the position.

Silvey, who has often disagreed with Nixon on budget issues, had tried for three years to cut the position before he was successful.

"If at any time during those three years if they had asked me if I could justify my job, I guarantee you I could justify my job," Walsh told the Columbia Daily Tribune last year.

Asked today about the Senate committee’s decision to try to restore the post, Silvey said he had no comment.

According to Nixon’s office, the Department of Corrections has helped provide needed food services over the past year. The governor's office offered no comment on the effort to restore the chef position other than "there's still a lot of work to do on the budget and various items in it."

Recommendations on the state's spending plan for the coming fiscal year are expected to reach the Senate floor this week.

House Speaker Steve Tilley, R-Perryville, said he thinks negotiators from the House and Senate should be able to begin conferencing on the budget bills next week to reach a final agreement.

A budget must be passed by May 11.
ALEC controversy stirred at state capitol

Missouri News Horizon
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. – As a number of major U.S. corporations withdraw their support for the American Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC), prominent Missouri conservatives are defending the organization.

ALEC is a national conservative activism group that promotes the adoption of free-market legislation in state houses across the country, including Missouri. The group has garnered attention recently after the announcement that McDonald’s, Coca-Cola, Intuit, and other companies where withdrawing their support.

In Missouri, ALEC has supported “Right to Work” bills, which would outlaw compulsory union membership, and school voucher legislation.

The withdrawal of several companies has been seized by progressive groups and cited as an example ALEC’s “extreme” agenda. Progress Missouri, a liberal advocacy group, held a press conference at the state capitol Monday to denounce the group and encourage some 50 lawmakers associated with it to sever their ties.

“Missourians do not elect corporations and their lawyers to write laws for (the corporations’) benefit,” said Sean Soendker Nicholson, executive director of Progress Missouri. “But that’s exactly what we get when senators and representatives outsource their legislative responsibilities.”

Nicholson criticized ALEC for crafting “model legislation” out of the public view that is then disseminated to state lawmakers, but the practice of creating “model legislation” is common for many interest groups.

One of the most prominent state lawmakers criticized by Progress Missouri for involvement with ALEC is House Majority Floor Leader Tim Jones, R-Eureka.

But Jones sees nothing wrong with his involvement, calling it a common practice on both sides of the political spectrum. Progress Missouri even noted several state Democrats that are connected to ALEC.

“It is simply a gathering of like-minded people across the country sharing ideas,” Jones said.
Study accuses ALEC of 'secretive influence' in Missouri Capitol

By JASON HANCOCK
The Star’s Jefferson City correspondent 

At least 30 bills have been introduced in the Missouri statehouse in recent years that are nearly identical to legislation originally written by a conservative organization whose membership includes some of the country’s largest corporations. 

A study released Monday by the liberal group Progress Missouri purported to detail how the American Legislative Exchange Council, or ALEC, has “exerted extraordinary and secretive influence in the Missouri legislature and other states.”

Nearly 50 current and former legislators in the Show-Me State have ties to ALEC, including House Speaker Steven Tilley, House Majority Leader Tim Jones and Senate President Pro Tem Rob Mayer. 

“Missouri legislators have a right to belong to any organization they want to,” said Bob Quinn, executive director of the Missouri Association for Social Welfare and a former state representative. “But in the interest of transparency, it’s important we be able to point to how ideas from ALEC are translated into proposals here in Missouri.”

Tilley, who is serving his last term in the House due to term limits, dismissed allegations of undue influence. He said he can’t remember ever attending an ALEC meeting. 

“I may have gone to one,” he said. “If the leader of the Republican Party in the Missouri House doesn’t remember ever going to an ALEC meeting, that should answer your question that we’re not on the puppet master’s strings.”

Interest groups on nearly every issue try to shape legislation, and many of the most influential have a hand in writing bills. To its supporters, ALEC is simply a research tool that allows legislators to talk with colleagues from around the country and companies that do business in their state to brainstorm ideas they can bring back with them. 

“I know a few members who go to ALEC and say they enjoy it and get positives from it,” Tilley said. “But no one can make the accusation that I run the House based on what ALEC tells me to do.”

To its critics, however, ALEC is a means for corporations to write legislation in closed-door meetings with lawmakers far away from the state capitol. 

“These are bills written by corporations for corporations,” said Sean Soendker Nicholson, executive director of Progress Missouri.

But while numerous bills identical to ALEC’s model legislation have been introduced in Missouri, very few have become law. Most ALEC-inspired bills that have found success in Missouri were nonbinding resolutions. 

Soendker Nicholson said that although the bills haven’t become law, that doesn’t detract from the fact that lawmakers are outsourcing their legislative responsibilities to an outside organization. 

In Missouri, bills dealing with labor laws, charter schools, voting rights and a range of other issues have been introduced in recent years that are virtually identical to ALEC model legislation.

One example of a successful bill was the 2010 ballot initiative aimed at keeping Missouri from enforcing the federal mandate to purchase health insurance. The bill’s legislative sponsor, Sen. Jane Cunningham, a Republican, made no secret that she got the idea directly from ALEC. 

ALEC touts itself as a free-market advocacy group that brings lawmakers and corporations together to craft model legislation. State lawmakers pay $50 a year to join. Corporate members pay as much as $25,000.

But over the past three years, documents filed with the Internal Revenue Service show that only around $250,000 of the $20 million ALEC has raised has come from state legislators. 

Its corporate membership has included national companies such as Koch Industries Inc., Exxon Mobil Corp., Wal-Mart and local entities such as Kansas City Power and Light Co.

To encourage attendance at their conferences, where the work drafting model legislation is done, ALEC offers “scholarships” to members to pay for transportation, hotel and meals. In addition to working groups that actually craft the organization’s model legislation, lawmakers are treated to corporate-sponsored events, such as golf tournaments and evening receptions. 

Last summer, more than a dozen Missouri lawmakers and their families and about 30 lobbyists for Missouri companies and political organizations gathered in New Orleans for ALEC’s annual conference. 

In recent weeks, ALEC has faced a backlash following criticism of the “Stand Your Ground” laws after the death of 17-year-old Trayvon Martin in Florida. The group had lobbied for similar laws in other states. 

Numerous corporations, including McDonald’s, Coca-Cola, and Kraft Foods Inc., have since announced they will no longer support ALEC. 

In a statement released earlier this month, ALEC executive director Ron Scheberle dismissed the “well-funded intimidation campaign against corporate members.”

“Our members join ALEC because we connect state legislators with other state legislators and with job creators in their states,” Scheberle said. “They join because we support pro-business policies that promote innovation and spur local and national competitiveness. They’re ALEC members because they’re more interested in solutions than rhetoric.”
Bills look to provide tax relief for older homeowners 

By PAUL HAMPEL • phampel@post-dispatch.com > 314-727-6234 | Posted: Tuesday, April 17, 2012 12:15 am
PAGEDALE • St. Louis County Assessor Jake Zimmerman on Monday urged the passage of two bills in the state Legislature that would provide property tax relief to older homeowners.

"We have people living on fixed incomes, and those incomes don't go up, but their taxes do," Zimmerman said at a press conference at Pagedale City Hall. "We're talking about people who worked hard all their lives and through no fault of their own face losing their homes because of rising tax bills."

Joining Zimmerman at the event were two fellow Democrats, state Reps. Scott Sifton of Affton and Jill Schupp of Creve Coeur.

Sifton is sponsoring legislation to reinstate the Homestead Preservation program, cut from last year's state budget, which would reimburse part of the property taxes of low-income homeowners ages 65 and older.

Schupp is sponsoring a bill that would freeze property tax rates for lower-income people ages 62 and older.

"If incomes are frozen, property taxes should be frozen, too," Schupp said.

Zimmerman noted that property taxes have continued to rise in St. Louis County even as property values fell.

School districts account for about 60 percent of the average property tax bill in the county, and salaries account for about 80 percent of district budgets.

A recent Post-Dispatch analysis of state, federal and local education funding showed that total school revenue climbed in Missouri during the recession. And average teacher pay in Missouri rose by about 10 percent from 2008 to 2011.

Asked if pay freezes or pay cuts in the public sector would also help alleviate the tax burden on seniors, Zimmerman said, "That is an issue for people to talk about with local school boards."

The state currently has a "circuit breaker" program for older homeowners that provides tax relief up to $1,100 for single homeowners with an annual income of $30,000 and to married homeowners with a combined income of $34,000.

The Homestead Preservation program would expand that income level to $77,323 per household, whether the owners are single or married. Older homeowners whose tax bills rise would get a tax credit equal to the amount above a 5 percent increase in reassessment years and above a 2.5 percent increase in non-reassessment years.

Schupp's proposal, meanwhile, would apply to homeowners, single or married, with a combined annual income up to $32,000. It would allow their property taxes to remain frozen with the state making up the difference to local taxing authorities.

Depending on income level and amount of the tax bill, one of the programs might be preferable to the others. None could be used in conjunction with the others.
Local lawmakers push tax relief bills for struggling seniors

KWMU/St. Louis
Tax Day can be a tough time for anyone, but it’s especially hard for seniors facing rising personal property taxes on a fixed income. That’s according to some local lawmakers who are asking the state to give seniors a break.

State Representatives Jill Shupp and Scott Sifton are pushing two bills in Missouri’s legislature to help seniors:

· One would provide seniors an average $200 state tax credit; 

· The other would freeze property tax rates for qualified homeowners when they turn 62. 

Sifton says the legislation would affect about 10,000 Missouri residents -- like Inice Walker who has lived in her St. Louis County home for 40 years. 

“I pay more now in taxes than when I was working," Walker said. "And now I’m on a fixed income just like most other seniors. It’s hard living month to month and we need some release."

During a press conference at Pagedale City Hall Monday, St. Louis County Assessor Jake Zimmerman called on leaders in the Missouri House to let the bills reach the floor for a vote.

“These are people who have worked hard all their lives; they have paid their bills; and now through no fault of their own they face the prospect of losing their home," Zimmerman said. "And that is not fair."

The tax credit bill, sponsored by Representative Sifton, is nearly identical to a 2005 tax credit for seniors that was cut from the budget two years ago. 
Colleges to prove worth for state funds 

BY TIM BARKER - tbarker@post-dispatch.com > 314-340-8350 | Posted: Tuesday, April 17, 2012 12:20 am
First their budgets came under the knife. And now the nation's colleges and universities are facing new scrutiny from legislators and governors who want assurances that scarce tax dollars aren't being wasted.

The message to higher education leaders is simple: "If you want more money, prove you deserve it."

In the jargon of policymakers, it's called performance funding.

And little by little, it's making its way into higher education budgets across the nation, with schools getting more or less money based on their graduation rates and a host of other variables. Missouri recently laid the groundwork for its version of performance funding, while Illinois is in the first year of its fledgling initiative.

Nationwide, the movement is driven by a combination of factors, including the widely held belief that higher education funding levels — which have fallen dramatically — won't recover for many years. That has budget-minded legislators and governors fretting over how to get the most out of dwindling resources and what they see as inefficient campuses, said Julie Davis Bell, education group director for the National Conference of State Legislatures.

"They're frustrated about completions. They're frustrated about transfers. They're frustrated that students are taking six or seven years to graduate," Bell said.

The more-aggressive states are looking to award significant chunks — 25 percent or more — of higher education funding through these performance systems, she said. They see it as the best way to convince campuses that the status quo isn't good enough.

Missouri became the latest state to embrace performance funding this month when the Coordinating Board for Higher Education accepted the recommendations of a task force that has been studying the issue for several months.

The governor and Legislature will have the final say on the matter. But as proposed, the system would use performance funding to distribute portions of future increases in higher education funding. Existing budgets would not be affected.

Each school would be graded in five categories. They could vary from school to school but would include things like the number of degrees awarded, graduation rates and freshman-to-sophomore retention rates. An improvement of one-tenth of a percent in a given category would be worth 20 percent of the school's performance-funding budget.

"They're only judged against their own previous performances," said Paul Wagner, deputy commissioner for the Missouri Department of Higher Education.

It's still early in the game, with next year being the first in which performance funding could be included in the state's budget process. So far, schools appear supportive.

Among other things, the approach offers guidance in terms of what the state wants from higher education, said Troy Paino, president of Truman State University.

"It gives us some direction on what these priorities are and where we need to invest our resources," Paino said.

Others see it as a chance to demonstrate to a skeptical public that much already is being done on state campuses.

"It will show the public that we are serious about quality higher education," said Kenneth Dobbins, president of Southeast Missouri State University. "More people will appreciate what higher education does."

Illinois has taken a decidedly different approach with its system, setting aside a portion of its higher education budget and letting the schools fight over it.

For the 2013 fiscal year, the pot of performance money is $6.5 million. That's only half a percent of the state's $1.3 billion higher education budget. But the percentage could grow in future years, said Alan Phillips, deputy director of fiscal affairs for the Illinois Board of Higher Education.

Schools are scored on a variety of variables, including degree completions and the amount of money spent on each degree produced. Schools receive bonuses for low-income and minority students, and for producing degrees in the critical science, technology, engineering and math fields. Community colleges also have a system, but theirs is based more on enrollment numbers.

The final results in the first year provided little drama, with no school gaining more than an extra one-tenth of a percent of funding, and no school losing more than one-fifth of a percent of its funding.

"That was a first go-round. We had a limited amount of time to get something that was workable. We were trying to get enough of an incentive to get it started," Phillips said.

changing strategies

This isn't the first time performance funding has caught the attention of policymakers.

States went down this road in the 1990s when their coffers were flush with surplus revenue. Missouri created a system in 1993, while Illinois established one for community colleges a few years later.

As in many states, both programs were considered separate from the base funding received by schools. That made them easily expendable when recession hit in the early 2000s. They died when legislators stopped funding them.

What's different this time is that the movement is driven by tight budgets and the need to develop stronger skilled labor pools. That's forcing states to rethink the way they allocate funding, said Travis Reindl, a higher education researcher with the National Governors Association.

"There's been this assumption that the way we've structured higher education is the only possible way we can do it," Reindl said. "There's a real interest in trying a different strategy."

But thus far, there's been little to suggest that performance funding actually makes schools better, said Kevin Dougherty, a researcher at the Teachers College at Columbia University who has studied the subject extensively.

Still, he stops well short of dismissing performance funding as a potential tool. Too often, such programs have involved only a small portion of higher education dollars — as is the case in Illinois and Missouri. But bringing more money into play, he said, could make a difference.

For now, that doesn't appear to be something the region's schools will have to worry about. The Missouri plan, in particular, recommends that no more than 3 percent of a school's budget should be awarded based on performance.

There could also be unintended consequences of making too much funding subject to performance measures.

George Wasson, president of St. Louis Community College's Meramec campus, cautioned that it could put too much emphasis on those few areas of performance, prompting schools to neglect things — community service activities, for example — that don't have a direct impact on their grades.

"If these were the only things that were important to colleges, maybe it would work," Wasson said. "But there are other things that are important."
Gov. Jay Nixon to speak at SEMO commencement in May

Tuesday, April 17, 2012

Southeast Missourian

Gov. Jay Nixon will deliver the address at Southeast Missouri State University's spring commencement May 12. He will address the largest graduating class in the history of the University with 1,052 undergraduates and 270 graduate students receiving degrees. The ceremony will take place at 2 p.m. in the Show Me Center. 
More military veterans enroll at Mo. colleges 
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- The Missouri Department of Higher Education says a growing number of military veterans are enrolling in college.

The agency says more than 11,500 veterans receiving the post-9/11 education benefit funded by the federal government enrolled in colleges in Missouri last year. That was up from about 7,500 veterans in 2010 - the ninth-largest increase in the country.

Missouri officials expect more veterans to enter college as U.S. forces come home from abroad.
Missouri Court of Appeals to hear cases at SEMO

Tuesday, April 17, 2012

Southeast Missourian

The Missouri Court of Appeals, Eastern District, will convene to hear five cases at Southeast Missouri State University on April 30. 

"The Eastern District comprises large areas outside of St. Louis, and by traveling to all parts of the district, citizens of our state have an opportunity to observe a part of the judicial process that they normally do not see." said Chief Judge Kurt Odenwald in a news release Monday. 

Fourteen judges serve the Eastern District, the state's largest appellate court, which handles approximately half of the intermediate appellate cases in Missouri. A panel of three judges hears arguments from attorneys in trial appeals from 24 counties and the City of St. Louis. The panel is responsible for determining whether the trial court made any errors which would require that a case be retried or that a judgment be reversed. 

When the court visits Southeast, Judges Sherri Sullivan, Gary Gaertner, Jr. and Robert M. Clayton III will hear three cases originating from St. Francois County Circuit Court, one from Ste. Genevieve County Circuit Court and one from Cape Girardeau County Circuit Court. The Cape Girardeau County case concerns a real estate matter filed by John Heuer on behalf of the estate of Ivan Heuer against JJP Investments, LLC of Cape Girardeau and the city of Cape Girardeau. 

Sessions will be held at 1:30 p.m. and 2:30 p.m. in Glenn Auditorium of Dempster Hall and are open to the public. After court, the judges will participate in a question-and-answer session with audience members. 
Mo. rep. seeks change for hunting ballot measures 
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- A Missouri House member wants to make it harder for voters to change the state's hunting, fishing and forestry laws.

Proposals that go on a statewide ballot through initiative petitions only need a simple majority to pass. But House Republican Don Ruziicka, of Mount Vernon, wants to raise the threshold to two-thirds for ballot questions affecting hunting and fishing.

Ruziicka has introduced a proposed amendment to the Missouri Constitution to make the change. The amendment has cleared the House and would go before voters later this year if it's approved by the full Legislature.

Opponents include Democratic Sen. Jolie Justus, of Kansas City, who says the Legislature should not raise the standard for only one type of ballot measure.
Dark times for tanning salons?

Missouri is the latest state to consider restricting teens from salons.

By JAMES A. FUSSELL
The Kansas City Star 

With her prom at Staley High School two weeks away, 16-year-old Briana Traylor put on eye covers and hopped into a tanning bed in a Northland salon. 

She had gift certificates to Island Tan Beach Club Inc. and figured she’d use one to get a little color before the dance.

These days Briana, a fair-skinned blonde, can use a tanning bed anytime she wants in Missouri without her parents’ permission. But Republican state Rep. Gary Cross of Lee’s Summit recently introduced a bill in the Missouri House to change that. HB1475 would require teens younger than 17 to have parental authorization — in person, at the salon — before they could soak up indoor ultraviolet rays.

Another lawmaker, Republican Rep. Jay Barnes of Jefferson City, sought to make the law even more restrictive. Before Cross’ bill could be voted on, Barnes added an amendment that would outright ban bed tanning for anyone under 15.

While that amendment has since been removed by lawmakers who thought it went too far, the bill echoes similar efforts nationwide to restrict tanning for teens. More than 30 states, including Kansas, now have tanning laws requiring parental consent. More than 10 states have banned bed tanning for teens of certain ages.

Briana Traylor feels two ways about attempts to restrict teen tanning.

“At some point if it’s legal anyone should be able to do it,” she said. “But I guess I agree that parents should have to sign off, because if something happens — if you get cancer — your parents should know what you’ve been doing.”

Cross, a 56-year-old prostate cancer survivor, said that’s the whole idea behind the bill.

“I am not in any way trying to put (tanning salon owners) out of business,” he said. “The purpose is to educate parents. People don’t realize that the ultraviolet rays in a tanning bed are 10 to 15 times more powerful than sunlight.”

Dermatologists, Cross said, have told him that people age 15 to 20 are 75 percent more likely to develop melanoma of the skin if they use tanning beds two to three times per week.

That’s what Cross’ daughter, Melissa, did in high school and college.

“In her junior year of high school her family practitioner told her to give it up,” Cross said. “She did not, and in her senior year at the University of Nebraska she was diagnosed with pre-cancerous cells on her back. Now she will be vulnerable (to skin cancer) for the rest of her life.”

She is 24.

Briana’s mother knows her daughter is tanning. In fact, she gave her the gift certificates.

Both have fair skin.

“I burned all my life,” Belinda Traylor said. “This is safer. It’s controlled, and we go at it slow, and go to a dermatologist once a year to be screened.”

Another customer, Ashley Johnson, 25 of Kansas City, has been tanning since she was 16.

She says she understands why Cross introduced his bill: “Obviously a higher risk of skin cancer. But I don’t have a problem with (tanning) if you don’t do it year-round. Some people overdo it and you see them in December and they’re completely bronze. That looks a little odd.”

Renee Knopf of Kansas City doesn’t like the bill.

“I don’t think anybody should dictate what I try to do as a mother,” she said. “That’s not the government’s role.”

Lisa Ehrhardt of Kansas City said tanning is a personal choice that doesn’t need to be restricted.

“With anything you do that’s not recommended for your body — whether it’s smoking, drinking or tanning — you should be aware of the warnings and use common sense,” she said. “You know if you go into a tanning bed you increase your risk. But it’s my choice.”

Melanoma rates have been increasing worldwide over the last several decades, dermatologists warn. While the incidence is highest among white males, the most rapid increases from 1999 to 2008 were in white females age 15 and up, according to the National Cancer Institute and the Centers for Disease Control. 

The authors of a recent Mayo Clinic study have called for a national ban on tanning beds for anyone under 18. The World Health Organization is even more critical, saying that no one under 35 should use tanning beds because they raise the risk for melanoma by 75 percent.

Joe Levy, executive director of the International Smart Tan Network in Michigan, who is paid by tanning salons nationwide, said tanning opponents dramatically overstate the risk for political purposes.

“The problem with these bills is the non-constructive manner in which they are introduced,” he said. “They are introduced as political grandstanding and a misstatement of the truth about UV exposure. To say that sunlight is harmful and therefore we should avoid sunlight is like saying water causes drowning, and therefore we should avoid water.”

In a recent statement, the president of the American Academy of Dermatology said ultraviolet radiation from any source is dangerous.

“Research shows that ultraviolet radiation from the sun and indoor tanning prematurely ages the skin and causes skin cancer,” said Ronald L. Moy.

But while many doctors warn of the dangers of tanning beds, TV’s Dr. Oz recently announced on his show that he was “rethinking” his position. While he still doesn’t recommend the beds for tanning, tanning beds with low-pressure lamps that produce UVB radiation (and not just UVA) can offer benefits, including increased Vitamin D production, he said. Still, he recommended exposure for no more than five minutes.

Rep. Cross said there are safer alternatives to lying in tanning beds, including spray tanning, available at many tanning salons.

“You really can’t tell the difference,” he said. “And it’s just not worth the risk.”

He thinks all parents should have a serious conversation with their children before they climb in a tanning bed.

“I am very passionate about this, being a cancer survivor and seeing the effects of this type of tanning,” Cross said. “It’s a very serious matter. Approximately 8,650 people in the U.S. every year lose their life because of melanoma. When my daughter came home (last) weekend she looked at me and said ‘Dad, thank you for doing this.’ ”
Businesses gear up for green tax holiday
St. Joseph News-Press
Going green becomes all the rage this week as consumers dive into savings on purchases of energy-efficient home appliances. 

The fourth-annual Show-Me Green Sales Tax Holiday starts Thursday, kicking off a week’s opportunity for Missourians and out-of-state shoppers in search of appliances to save money and energy. The special week concludes April 25. 

The sales tax holiday applies to purchases of new Energy Star-qualified appliances in Missouri, offering a minimum of 4.225 percent shaved off price tags. The reduction reflects the elimination of the state’s sales tax, with the exemption applying only to the first $1,500 on each appliance. Energy Star is a 20-year program jointly run by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and U.S. Department of Energy, seeking to save costs and protect the environment through energy-efficient products and practices. 

Five Northwest Missouri cities and two regional counties are participating in the holiday, meaning that local sales taxes will be waived on the sale of qualifying items. Bethany, Maryville, Rock Port, Tarkio and Platte City will temporarily refrain from collecting their taxes — along with Nodaway and Platte counties. 

St. Joseph and Buchanan County will still collect their sales taxes, but state sales tax will be exempt in both jurisdictions. 

One dealer, however, is among those anticipating strong sales based on the week’s 2011 performance. 

“I think there’s a lot more awareness of the program,” said John McElroy, manager of Lowe’s, 3901 N. Belt Highway. “It’s a huge week for us. We had great enthusiasm from customers. It just continues to build.” 

Lowe’s expects popularity particularly among its line of refrigerators, clothes washers, dishwashers, freezers and water heaters. For instance, Mr. McElroy said Energy Star refrigerators save the consumer more than $65 annually on electric bills compared to models manufactured before the program, while certified washers save about $70 a year. Water heaters’ efficiency has drastically improved in recent years and can save $1,000 over 10 years of operation, he added. 

“People are more aware of energy costs,” he said. “There’s incentive for them to go green.” 

The business usually runs in-house specials to coincide with the holiday. Missouri shoppers are expected to be joined by those from Kansas, Nebraska and Iowa, Mr. McElroy said. 

Platte City Administrator D.J. Gehrt said not a large number of dealers stand to benefit from the holiday, despite local participation. Yet some businesses do feature Energy Star appliances, he said, and officials wanted to provide them with a competitive advantage. Platte City has been a green sales tax holiday participant since the program’s inception in 2009. 

“I think we’re trying to do everything we can to help merchants and be sustainable,” Mr. Gehrt said. “It’s partially symbolic. We do need to be aware of what we’re buying and its long-term impact on energy usage and the environment.” 

Maryville City Manager Greg McDaniel said officials have also annually approved participation to assist residents with savings. 

“We have three or four stores that sell appliances that are Energy Star-compliant ... We hope citizens take advantage of this,” Mr. McDaniel said. 

Furnaces, air conditioners and heat pumps with the Energy Star logo also come under the holiday’s purview.
6 of 13 E. coli cases in Missouri linked to farm
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) — Six of Missouri’s 13 recent confirmed cases of E. coli have been linked to the consumption of unpasteurized milk or raw dairy products from a farm in Howard County although the source of the infection has not been confirmed, state health officials said Monday.

The remaining seven people with confirmed E. coli infections did not report consuming raw dairy from the farm, state health officials told The Columbia Daily Tribune on Monday.

“The investigation is ongoing, and the source of the infection has not been confirmed,” said Gena Terlizzi, spokeswoman for Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services. She said all potential sources of exposure were being considered.

The 13 E. coli cases were in Boone, Camden, Clark, Cooper, Howard and Jackson counties. A 2-year-old child in Boone County has been hospitalized for two weeks, but no other hospitalizations were reported.

Eric and Joanna Reuter, who own a certified organic farm in northern Boone County, Chert Hollow Farm, criticized Monday’s announcement, alleging that state and Boone County health officials have a bias against raw dairy products. They said health departments have rushed to judgment in the past, forcing some small farms to go out of business or destroy large quantities of food. The couple’s farm produces food for 30 families, and those customers also can buy raw goat’s milk.

Small farms can lose sales and their reputations because of “raw milk paranoia,” Eric Reuter said, but health departments don’t suffer consequences if their facts aren’t right.

“There’s no mechanism for fighting back,” he said.

The Reuters don’t claim raw milk is safe to drink, and they won’t sell it unless the buyer signs a waiver saying the milk will be pasteurized or cooked to make it safe for such things as cheese-making or baking. The Food and Drug Administration recommends home pasteurization to heat the milk to 161 degrees for 15 seconds or 145 degrees for 30 minutes.

The Reuters said they wish announcements such as Monday’s that link raw dairy products to diseases would focus on educating consumers about the safe use of raw milk.

“We advocate the sale of raw milk, not the consumption of raw milk,” Joanna Reuter said. “With educated customers who know how to handle it, it’s fine.”

Missouri law allows farmers to sell raw milk or cream at the farm where it originated or after being delivered to a customer. The Columbia/Boone County Department of Public Health and Human Services is opposed to a proposed law that would allow producers to sell raw milk at farmers markets.

Eric Reuter accused the Columbia/Boone County health department of having “an agenda” against raw milk.“

”We do have an agenda,“ said Geni Alexander, spokesman for the health department. ”It’s protecting the health and safety of the community.“

Health department director Stephanie Browning said the department’s public announcements are based on ”good science“ and detailed investigation.

”I don’t view this as an ‘us versus them. I’m a big believer in trying to buy my food locally,“ Browning said.
EPA to test for lead in Jefferson County's Big River floodplain 

BY LEAH THORSEN • lthorsen@post-dispatch.com > 636-937-6249 | Posted: Tuesday, April 17, 2012 12:10 am
BYRNES MILL • The Big River has long been a place where Jefferson County residents fish and swim.

Its rich flood plain has been a reliable source of fill dirt and topsoil.

Now there's concern that lead-tainted river water has not only contaminated the local fish but also seeped into the soil, prompting questions about the safety of both.

Recent studies and samples signaled widespread lead contamination in the river's 100-year flood plain that extends from Leadwood in St. Francois County to the Meramec River confluence near Eureka, according to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. The Big River flows along a curvy path, regularly overflowing its banks.

The EPA plans to begin testing 256 residential properties in Jefferson County by midsummer for elevated levels of lead. Nearly 2,000 residentially zoned properties sit in the flood plain in the county.

The Southwest Jefferson County Mining Superfund site covers Jefferson County. Only Herculaneum, home to the Doe Run lead smelter, is excluded. It has its own Superfund site.

Contamination in the Southwest site is linked to long-gone mining operations dating to 1818, according to the EPA. More mines opened in the 1830s and '40s to produce lead, zinc and barium. By 1855, three smelters were operating in Jefferson County, and historical records indicate more than 3 million pounds of lead were shipped out of the county each year, making it one of the largest lead-producing areas in the nation.

"Lead is naturally found in the county, and it's going to be in the environment," said Dennis Diehl, director of the Jefferson County Health Department. "Unfortunately, in years past, the way it was mined and handled, it caused some — if not most — of the contamination we see these days."

Lead is a neurotoxin that can interrupt normal brain development and has been linked to behavioral problems in children.

Last year, 2,376 Jefferson County children — about 12 percent of those ages 1 to 6 — were tested for elevated lead levels. Only 19, or less than 1 percent, had levels above 10 micrograms per deciliter of blood, which is considered very dangerous. But health officials say no level of lead is safe.

Diehl did not have a breakdown of where those children lived, although none came from Herculaneum.

The river is also being blamed for contaminating county-owned parks it touches.

Recent soil testing at Brown's Ford Park and Morse Mill Park exceeded the 1,200 parts per million lead concentration that would require urgent action in residential areas.

Brown's Ford Park, in the southwest part of the county, touted as having some of the best smallmouth bass fishing in the state, is the launch site for 18-mile float trips on the Big River that end at Morse Mill Park.

Lower levels of lead were found in Ball Memorial Park, Cedar Hill Park, Northwest Sports Complex, Rockford Beach and Riverbend Park.

Mike Ginger, the Jefferson County parks director, said the parks are safe to visit and that nothing has been planned to clean up contaminated areas.

"We're not going to be doing anything until the EPA says what needs to be done," Ginger said.

Meanwhile, lead concerns prompted the Missouri Department of Health and Human Services to issue a fish advisory for the Big River, urging people not to eat carp, suckers, long ear sunfish, green sunfish, bluegill, warmouth sunfish or rock bass caught in the Big River in St. Francois or Jefferson counties.

Gail Beyer recalls fishing and swimming in the river when her sons, now adults, were small. She has lived in the Big River Hills subdivision in Byrnes Mill for 20 years. Her house is about a quarter-mile from the river.

As she walked the gravel path that leads to the river, she gestured to trees uprooted by high water.

"This part down here, it floods," Beyer said.

Remnants of a campfire littered the sand beach. Old cars filled the opposite bank. They'd been there since before Beyer moved to the subdivision, she said.

Just a month ago, she bought a dump truck load of dirt taken from that flood plain by Alan Walters, to level her sloping backyard. Now she wants the EPA to test it.

"I'm worried about the dirt," Beyer said. "I guess I'll have to wait and see if they find a lot of lead in it."

Walters, who operates Walters Hauling of House Springs, is more worried. Last week, he arrived in his dump truck to excavate the 8 acres he owns along the Big River, something he has done for the last 30 years.

"I don't want to hurt anybody, but I have to pay my bills," he said. Walters grew up in Byrnes Mill and said he has eaten "pounds of fish" from the river. Until this month, he said, he had never heard of lead pollution in the river or had a reason to suspect that his land could be tainted.

He plans to get the soil tested by a private company. If it tests positive, he vowed to stop selling it, adding that he hoped the government would buy it from him.

The EPA said it has been in touch with the Jefferson County Council about potential ordinances that could stop contaminated material from being sold from the Big River watershed. It plans to draft a series of recommendations.

The EPA is trying to learn how many people are hauling and selling dirt from the flood plain, which will reveal how widely contamination may have been spread.

But not everyone is worried. Kate Laird lives in the same subdivision as Beyer. When the Big River floods, it enters her backyard. Her children are grown, and she said they've always released the fish they caught.

Her husband worked at Doe Run for 10 years and suffers from various ailments, she said. Possible contamination from the river doesn't faze her.

Said Laird: "After all that he has been through, that's the least of our worries."
Governor sings trade deal in Brazil
Missouri News Horizon
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. – With Missouri exports on the rise, Gov. Jay Nixon has traveled to Brazil to ink a trade agreement with the state of Sao Paulo.

During a conference call with reporters on Monday, Nixon announced the agreement between the Missouri Department of Economic Development and the International Affairs Office of Sao Paulo, lead by Gov. Geraldo Alckmin. The is no fixed dollar amount to the agreement, but it calls for the two states to identify new opportunities to expand trade, promote economic growth and share best practices in education.

“As the latest data from the Department of Economic Development show, Missouri businesses continue to sell more Missouri-made goods over seas,” Nixon said. “Already, Brazil is one of Missouri’s top-10 export markets and we see tremendous potential to expand our sales to Brazil in the years to come.”

News of the agreement came as the Department of Economic Development announced that Missouri’s overall exports during the first two months of 2012 increased 17 percent over 2011’s record export numbers. State exports were $2.5 billion for January and February 2012 compared to $2.1 billion during the same time period last year.

Also on the trade mission are a number of government officials, state business leaders and education officials. On Tuesday, Missouri State University is scheduled to sign exchange agreements with the State University of Maringa and the Pontifical Catholic University of Sao Paulo.

This is the first Missouri trade mission to Brazil in 14 years.
Mo. signs trade agreement with Brazilian state 
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- Missouri Gov. Jay Nixon says his administration has signed a trade agreement with the state of Sao Paulo, Brazil.

Nixon told reporters in a conference call from Brazil on Monday that the agreement calls for the two states to identify new opportunities to expand exports and to share best practices in education, science, technology and public safety. But Nixon says the agreement does not include a pledge by the Brazilian state to import a specific dollar amount of Missouri-made products.

Missouri businesses sold more than $320 million worth of products last year to Brazil, making the South American nation Missouri's 10th largest export market.

Nixon says Missouri State University is to sign two exchange agreements Tuesday with the State University of Maringa and the Pontifical Catholic University of Sao Paulo.
Nixon, House GOP negotiate on work-related bills

KWMU/St. Louis
Republican leaders in the Missouri House say they’ve been negotiating with Governor Jay Nixon (D) over the two bills he vetoed last month.

The governor vetoed bills that would redefine workplace discrimination and that would place occupational disease claims solely within the workers’ compensation system. House Speaker Steven Tilley (R, Perryville) says discussions have been productive, but that there’s been no compromise reached yet.

“I’m not saying we’re not gonna get to that point, and I suspect the talks will be ongoing, but last week was the first week we’ve actually had a substantive meeting with the governor and hopefully those (will) continue," Tilley told reporters Monday. "Incremental progress is better than no progress.”

A spokesman for the Governor’s Office described the meeting as productive. Meanwhile, a House committee has passed a scaled-back bill that would not redefine workplace discrimination as a motivating factor, but instead deals mainly with protecting whistleblowers.
Boone Co. mum on possible name change to Wilson HQ 
COLUMBIA, Mo. (AP) -- Boone County officials have yet to decide whether to remove the name of former Missouri Gov. Roger Wilson from the county government center.

Wilson pleaded guilty last week to a federal misdemeanor charge of misusing money involved in an illegal political donation. The Columbia Daily Tribune reports that Boone County commissioners met Saturday but did not discuss the matter.

The Roger B. Wilson County Government Center in Columbia was dedicated in September 2001 and includes a bronze bust of Wilson.

Wilson is a Columbia native and former Democratic lieutenant governor. He served briefly as governor after Mel Carnahan died in a 2000 plane crash.

He will be sentenced in July after admitting to helping secretly steer $5,000 from a state-created insurance fund to the Missouri Democratic Party.
Mo. auditor to appeal ruling on tax initiative 
By DAVID A. LIEB 
Associated Press

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- A group backing an initiative to replace Missouri's income tax with an expanded sales tax conceded Monday that "the odds are against it" appearing on the November ballot, even though the state auditor plans to appeal a court ruling against the initiative.

Missouri Auditor Tom Schweich said Monday that he will appeal a recent ruling that the financial estimate his office prepared for the initiative was insufficient, based on a "biased and not credible analysis" and "likely to deceive signers and voters in favor of the measure."

That appeal could take weeks - or even months - to resolve, likely coming after the May 6 deadline supporters face to submit petition signatures to the secretary of state's office. Under Missouri law, signatures gathered on petitions that do not bear the official ballot title cannot be counted.

If Friday's ruling by Cole County Circuit Judge Pat Joyce is upheld, any signatures gathered under the stricken-down ballot summary and financial estimate probably could not be used to qualify the proposed constitutional amendment for the November ballot.

"The odds are against it, for sure," Travis Brown, chairman of the sponsoring group Let Voters Decide, said Monday. "But that's not to be mistaken for the intent of having this before voters."

The initiative seeks to repeal the state's income tax and replace it with a higher sales tax charged on a wider variety of goods and services. The financial summary prepared by the auditor's office estimated the initiative - if passed - would have an impact ranging from a $300 million gain for state revenues to a $1.5 billion loss.

In her court ruling, Joyce noted that the proposal cannot technically require legislators to do anything. Thus, while the initiative would repeal Missouri's current tax structure it can only instruct - not mandate - the Legislature to replace it with an expanded sales tax, Joyce said. The judge rewrote the ballot summary prepared by the secretary of state's office to replace the word "require" with "instruct."

She also ordered the auditor's office to prepare a new financial estimate. The judge said the original estimate was based on a biased analysis submitted by supporters of the initiative and failed to inform people that passage of the initiative would result in a loss of $7.5 billion in state revenues as a worst-case scenario, if no replacement tax is imposed.

"We believe our fiscal note was sound, it presented a reasonable range of potential impacts and we intended to appeal the decision," Schweich said.

Brown said initiative supporters "would certainly join in the sentiments of that appeal."

As is common in Cole County Circuit Court, the judge received written suggestions as to the facts and conclusions for a potential decision from attorneys in support of and opposed to the ballot initiative. Her decision largely followed the wording of the recommended ruling submitted by attorneys for the opposition group Missourians for Fair Taxation, which is funded primarily by the Missouri Association of Realtors.

That angered some supporters of the proposal.

"The real issue here, on tax day, is lawyers in a very slanted argument could be preventing taxpayer access to their constitution on a very important pocketbook issue" by effectively blocking the measure from the November ballot, Brown said.

Attorney Chuck Hatfield, who represents Missourians for Fair Taxation, said the ruling was a complete victory for challengers of the measure.

"It wasn't necessarily the goal of the litigation to prohibit it from being on the ballot," Hatfield said. "The goal was to get a better fiscal impact and summary statement. But personally, I'm glad it's not going to be on the ballot."
Mo. Gov. Nixon raises $1.7M to start 2012 
By DAVID A. LIEB 
Associated Press

JFEFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- Missouri Gov. Jay Nixon raised $1.7 million during the first few months of this year, helping to build a campaign account of $6.1 million for his re-election bid.

Finance figures reported Monday show Nixon has about the same amount of cash in his campaign account as U.S. Sen. Claire McCaskill. The two Democrats will be the top incumbents on Missouri's ballot this fall.

Nixon's campaign said his fundraising for the first three months of the year marked his best quarter so far in the 2012 campaign cycle - with more than 1,000 contributions, the majority of which were for $250 or less. Nixon also received $555,000 from the Democratic Governors Association, accounting for almost one-third of his money during the past quarter.

Unlike races for federal offices, Missouri has no limits on the amount of money that individuals, businesses or political groups can contribute to candidates for state offices.

Nixon's potential Republican opponents didn't raise nearly as much as the incumbent governor, and reported significantly less in their campaign accounts.

St. Louis businessman Dave Spence raised $593,373 and loaned his campaign $250,000 during the past quarter. That loan was on top of $2 million that Spence gave his campaign last fall to pay for several early rounds of television advertising. He reported more than $1.7 million in his campaign account as of the end of March.

Another Republican gubernatorial candidate - Kansas City attorney Bill Randles - reported raising $35,171 this past quarter, more than half of which came from personal loans. As of the end of March, he had $5,365 in his account, with a debt of $36,406.

In Missouri's crowded lieutenant governor's race, Republican incumbent Peter Kinder reported raising $229,499 during the past quarter, with a bank balance of nearly $1.3 million as of the end of March. He got a strong financial challenge from Republican state Sen. Brad Lager, R-Savannah. Lager reported raising $330,745 during the past quarter, with a campaign account balance of $1.1 million as of the end of March.

The Democratic candidates for lieutenant governor trailed well behind the Republicans financially.

Former state Auditor Susan Montee reported raising $108,543 during the past quarter, with $120,226 remaining in her lieutenant governor's campaign account. Former state Rep. Judy Baker reported raising $101,443 - including $10,000 from a personal loan - with $82,890 in her campaign account. Trailing them in descending financial order were former state Rep. Fred Kratky, state Rep. Sara Lampe and state conservation commissioner Becky Plattner.

Hartzler's comments on 'birther' theories, same-sex marriage put her in spotlight

In Washington

By Robert Koenig, Beacon Washington correspondent 

1:48 pm on Mon, 04.16.12

WASHINGTON — Representing a big congressional district that includes
25 Missouri counties, U.S. Rep. Vicky Hartzler likes to exchange views
with constituents at town hall meetings. But she’s gotten some
unwanted national attention for some of her remarks.

This month, she told a questioner in Sedalia that she had “lots of doubts” about President Barack Obama’s birth certificate — a comment that went viral on liberal websites. At another town hall, responding to a question about Big Oil’s influence, she claimed she hadn’t accepted such campaign contributions — even though she had.

And Hartzler, R-Harrisonville, has clashed with critics of her stand against same-sex marriage — which she likened at an Eagle Forum event last summer to polygamy and incest — and her concerns about repealing the “don’t ask, don’t tell” policy, which ended last year.

As a tea party-backed social and fiscal conservative who toppled powerful House Armed Services Committee chairman Ike Skelton, D-Mo., in the 2010 election, Hartzler arrived on Capitol Hill with a high profile. With one of the most conservative voting records, she has since been bashed by liberal groups and praised by their conservative
counterparts.

“I came to Washington not with a ‘to-do’ list but an ‘un-do’ list,” Hartzler, 51, said in a recent interview, contending that she represents the mostly rural and small-town conservatism of her district in west-central Missouri.

“I believe the policies of the last four years are hurting the economy, hurting jobs. So I want to undo ‘Obamacare,’ undo the Dodd-Frank bill that’s hurting our small businesses and community banks, and stop [federal agencies] from regulatory overreach.”

Many of those goals reflect those of tea party groups, which backed Hartzler, as did GOP vice presidential nominee Sarah Palin, who adopted her as a “mamma grizzly” during the Missourian’s 2010 campaign against Skelton.

While a member of the House Tea Party Caucus — a 60-member group founded by Rep. Michele Bachmann, R-Minn. — Hartzler says the tea party does not define her agenda. “Our district was tea party before tea party was cool,” she said. “It’s not like they (tea party groups) have an agenda and I say, ‘OK, I’ll adopt your agenda.’ That’s just who I am,” she told the Beacon in February.

Tries to mend fences with Skelton

With major military bases — Whiteman Air Force Base and Ft. Leonard Wood — so important to her district, Hartzler had a tough act to follow in replacing Skelton, who had spent three decades in the House defending those bases and rising through the Democratic ranks to lead the Armed Services Committee.

Hartzler was able to land freshman postings on both the Armed Services
and Agriculture committees, and she drew praise from GOP colleagues
this month by convening a meeting in Jefferson City of lawmakers, representatives of Gov. Jay Nixon’s office and others to discuss a strategy for protecting Missouri’s military bases from cuts.

She has also tried to mend fences with Skelton, who was shocked when he lost his seat to Hartzler. They have been in touch over the last year. “We see each other on the plane, occasionally,” said Hartzler, pointing out that both of them take flights between Kansas City and Washington. Skelton, a partner in the Kansas City law firm Husch Blackwell, works mainly out of its Washington office on defense and business issues.

“We went out and had breakfast together. He was very gracious and he offered advice. I certainly appreciate any counsel or advice he wants to share with me,” Hartzler said. She added that the campaign was “never personal,” but that “we had policy and priority differences and ... support of leadership differences.”

Like most members of Missouri’s congressional delegation, Hartzler opposes the Pentagon’s call for a new round of base closings. “The whole concept of having a BRAC [base-closing] is ill-advised, nationally, because it is a very expensive process,” she said, adding that military leaders “haven’t been able to justify” the cost of past BRACs in terms of saving money, as well as “the commotion and uncertainty.”

“With limited defense dollars, they should be invested in the war fighters, modernizing our equipment, and re-setting it after 10 years of conflict — rather than squandering it on a [BRAC ] study,” said Hartzler. But, if Congress approves such as study, she is confident that Whiteman and Ft. Leonard Wood would score well “because they are both vital to our national security in different ways.”

Another big issue in the 4th District is agriculture, and Hartzler — as a member of the Agriculture Committee — would like to see Congress agree on a new farm bill. She and her husband, Lowell Hartzler, know the territory, as they own a 1,700-acre farm near Archie, Mo., as well as a business — Hartzler Equipment Co., with offices in Harrisonville, Nevada and Lamar — that sells tractors and other farm equipment.

Hartzler came under fire during her campaign — and, later, during a televised roundtable with other House freshman moderated by ABC News anchor Diane Sawyer — because she criticized the bloated federal government even though her family farm has received hundreds of thousands of dollars in federal payments. According to the Environmental Working Group's "Farm Subsidy Database," the Hartzler farm received $797,377 in federal payments — mainly commodity subsidies for corn, soybeans and wheat — from 1995 through 2010.

Hartzler says some of those payments were from the Conservation Reserve Program, which provides cost-share aid that requires investments by the farm in improving conservation.

“That’s one program that’s lumped in with those numbers they talk about, where we have put a lot of investment” and were only reimbursed for part of the expenses, she said.

“Most farmers participate in the programs that are available,” Hartzler said, adding that the term “farm subsidy” would apply more to the direct payment farm programs.

“I think direct payments are going to go” — that is, be eliminated — “in the next farm bill,” Hartzler said. But she conceded that Congress has so far been unable to develop a new agriculture bill because of disputes over subsidies and other issues. Hartzler said she favors eliminating direct payments program, but explains that “the reason it was set up was as a safety net and to make us more competitive with other countries.”

In general, Hartzler says, the Republican majority should closely scrutinize most facets of the federal budget, including agricultural subsidies. “We’ve got to quit spending money we don’t have in Washington, and I think that applies across the country, whether you are in the city or on a farm,” she said. “And farmers have to do their part and give that up.”

Offhand comments land Hartzler in hot water

While conservatives generally praise Hartzler, some of her offhand comments — at town hall meetings, other sessions and questions during congressional hearings — have landed her in hot water with liberal critics. Some examples:

• Responding to a “birther” question about Obama’s birth certificate during an April 5 town hall meeting in Sedalia, Hartzler said: “You know, I have a lot of doubts about all that.”

In a videotape of the town hall meeting by a representative of the progressive blog Show Me Progress, Hartzler said: “But I don’t know, I haven’t seen it. I’m just at the same place you are on that…. But I don’t understand why he didn’t show that right away. I mean, if someone asked for my birth certificate, I’d get my baby book and hand it out and say ‘Here it is.’”

Hartzler’s comments were picked up by numerous liberal political sites and widely re-Tweeted, but her spokesman, Steve Walsh, played down their significance. “In responding to a constituent's question regarding the Obama birth certificate, Congresswoman Hartzler confirmed that this issue has been raised by many 4th District citizens with whom she has spoken,” he said in a statement. He added: “She will not engage in this debate, which can only serve to take attention away from the failed policies of the Obama administration.”

• In the same town hall meeting this month, Hartzler responded to a question about Big Oil’s influence by saying that she had “never gotten any money from any oil companies.” 

But her Democratic opponent — Cass County Prosecutor Teresa Hensley — pointed out that the Center for Responsive Politics lists Exxon-Mobil as among Hartzler’s top 20 contributors for this election cycle, with a $5,000 contribution. And her previous campaigns had received other contributions from oil companies.

Hartzler’s campaign responded with a statement that she “is not paying attention to videos originating with irrelevant left-wing websites. She is focused on job creation and saving America's economy from the failed policies of the Obama administration.”

At a later town hall meeting Friday in Harrisonville, the local newspaper reported that Hartzler said she does not personally track the source of every campaign contribution.

• At an Eagle Forum Collegians Summit last June, Hartzler likened same-sex marriage to polygamy and incest, and later contended that states should not grant marriage rights to gay couples, just as “it’s not a right of a 3-year-old to drive a car.”

That comment got her cited on the “Right Wing Watch” website. And in August, her confrontation with a gay medical student from the University of Missouri at another forum became the focus of a Huffington Post article.

Asked by the student about her opposition to same-sex marriage, Hartzler reportedly said: “We’re not the ones changing the policy, OK, so you shouldn’t feel bad at all.” The student responded: “Why shouldn’t I feel bad if there’s an amendment, if you champion an amendment prohibiting me from [marriage?]”

• Hartzler was also criticized by groups representing gay and lesbian service members for questioning the repeal of the “don’t ask, don’t tell” policy and offering an amendment (adopted last spring by House Armed Services) to require that the definition of marriage — as set out in the Defense of Marriage Act as a union of one man and one woman — must apply to all Defense Department regulations and policies.
Hartzler’s amendment was praised by the president of the conservative
Family Research Council but criticized by the head of the Service members Legal Defense Network — a group that backed full repeal of the “don’t ask-don’t” policy.
Hartzler’s social conservatism has alienated some constituencies. “We
do list her among the most anti-gay members of Congress,” said A.J. Bockelman, executive director of St. Louis-based PROMO, a statewide organization “advocating for lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender equality through legislative action, electoral politics, grassroots organizing, and community education.”

But Bockelman adds: “Admittedly, though, we haven’t necessarily directly challenged her ... because her statements are just so outlandish I think that they speak for themselves.”

In an interview, Hartzler told the Beacon that she is aware that gay groups target her for criticism — and she thinks that is unfair, given that many other Missouri lawmakers hold similar stands. She said she is not anti-homosexual, but she strongly opposes same-sex marriage.

“I’m a believer that marriage should be between a man and a woman,” she said. “This is a policy issue. The government issues marriage licenses. So they have a say as to who should get a driver’s license and who should get a marriage license.”

Does she oppose homosexuals serving in the military, now that “don’t ask, don’t tell” has been ended? “Everybody can serve,” she said.

Hartzler’s stand on marriage issues is not new. She helped lead the successful statewide effort in 2004 to amend Missouri's Constitution to define marriage as being between a man and woman. She also earned a reputation as a social conservative when she represented the 124th District in the Missouri House from 1995-2001.

George E. Connor, a political science professor at Missouri State University in Springfield, said Hartzler’s economic and social conservatism tends to reflect her district.

“It’s a question of demographics,” Connor said. “Ike Skelton held that seat despite the fact that he was a Democrat, not in any way because of it. He held it because he was Ike Skelton.”

But Hartzler’s district may move a bit to the left under the new redistricting map, adding the Democratic bastion of Columbia and losing some of her safe GOP territory in the southern Kansas City suburbs. “The big question for her is changes in her district — losing some of suburban KC and picking up more Democratic Columbia,” said Connor.

While Hartzler’s stands on gay rights and other social issues are more controversial in Columbia, Connor sees no real threat to her politically. “The only Democratic core — for example, in the gay rights issue — would be in Columbia,” he said. “I don’t know if there’s enough votes on that issue to unseat her.”

For her part, Hartzler concedes that annexing Columbia adds Democrats to her district, but says she is up to the challenge. “You never take anything for granted,” she said. “We’re going to have to work hard, get out and meet a lot of new people.”

‘Farm girl from Archie’ or Midwestern ‘Iron Lady’?

Hartzler said she doesn’t socialize much in Washington because she is only in the capital when the House meets. “I’m here three nights” a week when the House is in session, she said, “and I go back to Missouri as soon as I can” to be with her husband and her 12-year-old daughter.

At home in Archie and Harrisonville, Hartzler says she is often swamped by constituents. “My Wal-Mart visits take a long time. I can’t usually get out very quickly. But I enjoy it because I’d rather be home with people I work with, or friends and family, and visit with them and hear their ideas.”

In the Missouri delegation, “I probably know Todd [Akin] the best because we served six years in the House together.” Akin is a candidate for the GOP nomination for U.S. Senate, but Hartzler said she hasn’t made an endorsement because “as a general policy, I don’t get involved in primaries.”

Akin, who serves on the Armed Services with her, said in an interview that Hartzler “has done an outstanding job. I think her conservatism is perfect for her district.”

Like Akin, Hartzler has been consistent in her voting so far — not surprisingly, earning high ratings from economic and social conservative groups and correspondingly low ratings from their liberal counterparts.

The National Journal’s rating of 2011 congressional votes gave Hartzler a “conservative” score of 79.3, ranking her as the 85th most conservative House member. That is a bit more conservative than Akin (who ranked 116th) but not as conservative as her Missouri GOP colleagues Reps. Blaine Luetkemeyer, R-St. Elizabeth (45th), and Billy Long, R-Springfield (52nd).

Assessing a different set of 2011 votes, the American Conservative Union ranked Hartzler (scoring 88 points out of 100) slightly behind only Long (92) and Akin (91.7) on the conservative scale. And the liberal “That’s My Congress” site puts Hartzler in the “extremely conservative” category — in fact, ranking her as the fourth most conservative of the 435 House members.

Among her legislative initiatives is a bill, the Hallowed Grounds Act, which would bar convicted sex offenders from being buried in national cemeteries. It’s an idea that Hartzler said “came from a constituent at a town hall. A woman stood up and shared a heart-wrenching story about how she had been abused for years as a child and — when her father died he was buried in a veterans cemetery with full military honors.

“So she asked me to introduce legislation to try to address situations where, if a person is convicted as a sex offender,” he would not be allowed such a military burial. “But she did realize that, in her case, her father was never convicted” of such a crime. “But if there is somebody convicted, they could still be buried with full military honors.” If approved, her bill would not be retroactive, Hartzler said, but would apply only to future cases. She hopes to add it as an amendment to this year’s Defense authorization bill.

Hartzler also sponsored a House resolution, which attracted more than 120 cosponsors last year, to condemn the Justice Department for halting efforts to back the Defense of Marriage Act in court challenges, and instructing Justice to defend the law in all cases.

“My point was it is not up to the president to determine if something is constitutional or not. That’s what the courts are for,” said Hartzler, who has called on Attorney General Eric Holder to resign. “The Justice Department’s job is to defend and uphold the laws of the land. And it’s the law right now.”

After the 2010 election, Hartzler told the Beacon that the political figure she admired the most was former British prime minister Margaret Thatcher, a conservative who made tough fiscal decisions. “She showed principled leadership in difficult times. She took strong, tough stands and faced opposition but it was the right path for her country,” Hartzler said.

“That’s what we need in this country. We’ve got to make some tough choices, and we need to stand on principle to do it.”
Brunner adds $1.2M to his US Senate campaign 
By DAVID A. LIEB 
Associated Press

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- St. Louis businessman John Brunner poured $1.2 million into his U.S. Senate campaign during the early months of 2012, allowing him to significantly outspend his Republican rivals in their quest to take on Democratic Sen. Claire McCaskill.

Campaign finance summaries released Monday by the Republican candidates show none of them has nearly as much money in the bank as McCaskill, who reported a balance of almost $6.1 million as of the end of March. But the Republican candidates have been helped by a barrage of negative ads against McCaskill paid for by conservative interest groups and the Republican Party.

McCaskill, who released a summary of her finances last week, spent more than $1 million of the $2.3 million she raised from January through March as she started broadcasting her own ads. That spending still left her with a sizeable cash cushion.

"She'll want to have a pretty ample war chest to be able to take the battle forward," said University of Missouri-St. Louis political scientist Dave Robertson. "It's a little hard to know in this day and age who's going to come in and spend some money for and against" candidates.

Brunner already has spent some of his considerable fortune on his Senate bid. With his additional contribution during the past quarter, Brunner now has given his campaign more than $2.2 million, much of which has gone to advertising. He raised $168,066 from other contributors this past quarter.

Brunner's campaign spent nearly $1.4 million during the first three months of 2012. That's compared to expenditures of $174,138 by the senatorial campaign of Republican U.S. Rep. Todd Akin of suburban St. Louis and $152,621 by Republican Sarah Steelman of Rolla, a former state treasurer.

Akin reported quarterly receipts of $416,581 and Steelman reported raising $178,707. After expenses, Akin had $1.4 million in his campaign account, Steelman had nearly $600,000 and Brunner had about $225,000.

All three Republican candidates touted their finances.

Brunner spokesman Todd Abrajano said he "clearly remains the one candidate who will not run out of gas as he focuses on defeating Claire McCaskill."

Akin spokesman Ryan Hite said Akin has reported the most consistent quarterly fundraising figures and more than three-quarters of the money came from inside Missouri, showing "a strong and growing base of support."

Steelman campaign treasurer Jeff Layman said she more than doubled her money raised from the previous quarter, adding: "Sarah can't raise the most, she's not part of the status quo, but her message is ringing loud and clear here in Missouri."

MISSOURINET
Download 
 Supreme Court upholds Baumruk death sentence

April 17, 2012 By Bob Priddy 

The state supreme court has upheld the death sentence of a man who shot up the St. Louis County Courthouse twenty years ago.

The court is unanimous in denying all of Kenneth Baumruk’s claims that the judge and his lawyer in his murder trial made mistakes. The judges say some of Baumruk’s claims lack any merit. 

Baumruk shot and killed his wife during a court hearing on their divorce. He also wounded her attorney, his attorney, and a court bailiff. He shot at and missed the judge who fled through a door.

Baumruk eventually was shot nine times by courthouse security officers, including twice in the head. His head wounds kept him from going to trial for several years until he was deemed mentally competent. He was convicted and sentenced to death in 2001.

Baumruk, who turned 73 last Friday, is the oldest person under a death sentence in Missouri. 
GOP lawmakers accused of rubber stamping corporate bills
April 17, 2012 By Bob Priddy 

A liberal organization accuses legislative Republicans of backing legislation that is almost word-for-word approved by a conservative, corporate-sponsored national organization.

Progress Missouri charges the American Legislative Exchange Council has written eight of the bills before this legislative session and 30 in the last 13 years and lawmakers have introduced them with little or no changes. Four of the bills are right to work. One is a voter photo ID bill. 

Executive Director Sean Nicholson says ALEC, as it’s called, is behind anti-worker legislation in the general assembly.

The organization lists 55 present or former legislators who are or were members of ALEC.

Senate floor leader Tom Dempsey says any special interest can asked lawmakers to carry bills the groups have written. He is not listed as having ALEC connections.

Issues associated with ALEC have had trouble this session–either delayed by opponents or vetoed by the governor.
House proposal would bar enactment of the Affordable Care Act

April 17, 2012 By Mike Lear 

The House has given first round approval to a proposal that would bar enforcement of the federal Affordable Care Act, and makes it a crime to try to enact any portion of it in Missouri. House Democrats found a number of reasons to oppose the bill.

Its sponsor, Representative Kurt Bahr (R-St. Charles) said while introducing the legislation that the federal healthcare law is unconstitutional. “It is our duty as state legislators, as the sovereign State of Missouri to uphold our end of the Constitution … of this interstate compact of the Constitution, and when the federal government oversteps its bounds it’s our duty, our obligation, to stand up and say, ‘That is not what the Constitution allows the federal government to do. We will not allow you to implement that piece of legislation on our citizens.’”

Representative Genise Montecillo (D-St. Louis) asks Bahr if the U.S. Supreme Court issued a ruling on the constitutionality of the Act, and she somehow missed it. “My understanding is that is still open to interpretation. We probably disagree on the constitutionality of that but you kind of assert that with some authority.

Bahr concedes, “We are still waiting on the Supreme Court to make their final decision on the constitutionality of the Accordable Care Act.”

Representative Margo McNeil (D-Florissant) says the state should allow the ACA to stand, for all the ways it will benefit Missourians. When Bahr restates his assessment that the Act is unconstitutional, she questions how he comes to that conclusion. “According to the representative from the 19th District (Bahr)?”

Bahr answers succinctly, “Yes.”

House Democrats also say Missouri has no power to resist the Act if it becomes law. Representative Chris Kelly (D-Columbia) says the bill oversteps the legislature’s authority. “Just because you don’t like the federal law, and it’s somebody else’s job to find whether it’s constitutional or not, does not give us the power to leap way, way out of our obligations. This is the antithesis of limited government.”

Kelly summed up his feelings about Bahr’s proposal, “This is breathtaking in its contempt for the Constitution of the United States.”

The bill was perfected 109-41 on a roll call vote. Another positive vote would send it to the Senate.
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Politics & Music: Boyd Composes For Missouri
Show-Me Times
It’s definitely not every politician who can sit down and compose an anthem about his own home state.

But then Neal Boyd is not your typical politician. Boyd, of Sikeston, is probably better known for that musical talent that is part of his heart and soul.

In 2008 the young Bootheel singer caught America on fire with his performances on “America’s Got Talent” – which he went on to win - and his recordings and travel throughout the world with his music.

But Southeast Missouri was home, and Missouri and politics has always been an important part of his soul. Earlier this year Boyd announced his campaign for the Missouri House of Representatives in the new 149th District. The district includes part of Sikeston as well as parts of New Madrid and Mississippi counties.

Now the musician-politician has released a video of a song he help compose and record about his native state.

“I felt it was time for the state to have its own anthem,” Boyd said this week. “Missouri Waltz is already the State Song, but mine would be different and specific to various aspects of our values and culture.”

Boyd’s lyrics paint a picture of the ShowMe State in the heart of a nation

“Believe in the courage and strength of Missouri,
Where the rivers run through the heart of our land,
Where the eagle soars from the Ozark mountain,
United we stand is freedom’s demand.”
Boyd co-wrote the song with Branson K. Guttenfelder in 2004, and it is not his first effort in song composition. The winner of America’s Got Talent says he has been composing music since a child

But politics and government have been a part of his life, too. As a young man he was “bit by the political bug” and followed campaigns in the region. As a student at Southeast Missouri State University, he worked on the campaigns of the late Congressman Bill Emerson and then Jo Ann Emerson.

Throughout it all, he blended his two loves. He would often sing the National Anthem and other patriotic selections at political events throughout the state. Along the way he got to sing in some great places - like Busch Stadium - and meet a number of public leaders.

Even his heroes blend his two interests. Boyd says his heroes include Ronald Reagan, John F. Kennedy, George W. Bush, Harry Truman, and Luciano Pavarotti and Placido Domingo.

The video with “Missouri Anthem” even includes photos of Boyd with political heroes – including former presidents George Bush and George W. Bush, as well as Missouri Lt. Gov. Peter Kinder and Emerson.

So now Boyd is hitting the campaign trail instead of the concert tour.

“I want to serve the people who have supported me my entire life,” he commented. “Public service is a noble profession and Missouri and the country need leaders willing to serve and have the people's best interests at heart.”

Boyd is the only Republican on the ballot in the 149th District fin the August 2012 primary. In November he will face incumbent state Rep. Steve Hodges of East Prairie, who is also unopposed in the Democrat primary.
Missouri Attorney General Koster surpasses $2 million mark, out raises GOP rivals

In Backroom

By Jason Rosenbaum special to the Beacon 

11:00 pm on Mon, 04.16.12

Missouri Attorney General Chris Koster now has over $2 million of cash on hand for his re-election bid, a number that far exceeds his two potential Republican opponents.

Koster raised $890,610.10 in monetary donations during the latest fundraising quarter -- outpacing every other statewide candidate for any office, with the exception of Gov. Jay Nixon, a fellow Democrat who reported raising $1.7 million during the last three months for his re-election bid.

Koster has $2,031,292.32 of cash on hand after spending $146,107.48 during the quarter.

“We are heartened by such a strong and generous showing this quarter,” said Rachel Levine, Koster’s campaign manager, in a statement. “The people of Missouri want an Attorney General who is a prosecutor, not a politician and that is why they are enthusiastically throwing their support behind Chris Koster.”

Koster’s campaign received $25,000 from Kansas City-based Davis, Ketchmark & McCreight, P.C., $25,000 from St. Louis-based Red Card Systems and $15,000 from AmerenUE’s PAC. Koster’s haul also includes a $10,000 contribution from retired businessman Rex Sinquefield, who has made waves this election cycle by funding a number of initiative petitions.

Ed Martin – a St. Louis attorney who unsuccessfully challenged U.S. Rep. Russ Carnahan in 2010 – took in $320,315.22 during the fundraising quarter. The vast majority of that total takes into account $205,000 from a committee that supported his earlier run for the 2nd Congressional District House seat.

Martin has $300,271.19 after spending $20,044.03 during the quarter.

Livingston County Prosecutor Adam Warren took in $16,937.52, spent $6,411.16 and has $10,026.36 of cash on hand during the quarter. The majority of Warren’s quarter stemmed from a $12,737.52 donation he made to his campaign.
Missouri state Treasurer Zweifel continues to outpace McNary in re-election bid

In Backroom

By Jason Rosenbaum, special to the Beacon 

10:51 pm on Mon, 04.16.12

State Treasurer Clint Zweifel continued to outpace his Republican rival for a second term, bringing in nearly $260,000 in the latest fundraising quarter.

Zweifel – a Democrat who previously served as a state representative from Florissant – raised $259,417.19 during the most recent fundraising quarter, which includes a $2,194.55 in-kind donation. He now has $1,009,218.87 of cash on hand after spending $50,859.86.

That puts the first-term statewide official in a far better position than Rep. Cole McNary, a Republican from Chesterfield challenging Zweifel. McNary raised $39,629 during the same period, spent $16,137.93 and has $75,977.57 cash on hand.

Zweifel's larger donations included a $10,000 donation from Ken McClain, an attorney from Independence. He also netted a $5,000 contribution from the Ironworkers Political Education fund and a $5,000 contribution from Clayton resident Robert Millstone.

McNary’s received a $5,000 donation from his father, former St. Louis County Executive Gene McNary. He also received a $1,000 donation from prominent GOP fundraiser Sam Fox and various contributions from Republican state representatives.

Interestingly, William Danforth – the founder of the Donald Danforth Plant Science Center – donated money to both candidates. He gave Zweifel a $2,500 contribution in January and a $1,000 donation to McNary in March.

In addition to McNary and Zweifel, Kansas City resident Sean O’Toole is running as a Libertarian for the position.
Schoeller's haul tops GOP field for secretary of state

In Backroom

By Jason Rosenbaum, special to the Beacon 

10:47 pm on Mon, 04.16.12

Updated at 12:48 pm on Tue, 04.17.12

House Speaker Pro Tem Shane Schoeller raised the most money this quarter of the three Republican contenders vying for secretary of state.

Schoeller, R-Willard, raised $109,348.02 during the latest fundraising quarter, a total that includes a $13,264.02 in-kind donation. Schoeller spent $38,060.90 in the quarter that stretches from January to the end of March.

That fundraising haul was better than totals for state Sen. Bill Stouffer, R-Napton, and Sen. Scott Rupp, R-Wentzville. Stouffer raised $38,775, including $100 in-kind donation; Rupp raised $38,071.26, which includes a 266.26 in-kind donation.

“This financial strength not only shows that our message is resonating with people across Missouri, but that we will have the resources necessary to succeed in November,” said Schoeller in a statement. “We have built a network of donors, volunteers, and supporters throughout the state that support our message of restoring integrity to the Secretary of State’s office and this report further displays this support.”

Stouffer spent $36,500.75, including a $25,000 loan repayment. Rupp spent $32,620.90 during the same time period. 

Stouffer continues to lead the field in terms of cash on hand with $247,157.64, most of which comes from contributing his own money to the campaign. Schoeller has $185,893.78 of cash on hand, while Rupp has $141,448.10.

All three candidates raised less money than state Rep. Jason Kander, a Kansas City attorney who is the presumptive Democratic nominee for secretary of state. Kander took in $265,970.83 during the fundraising quarter and has $648,567.02 of cash on hand.

Start of update: Kander's previous total reported by the Beacon did not include a $13,058.96 in-kind contribution. The totals from the other Republican candidates do include in-kind contributions. End of update
Democratic Secretary of State Robin Carnahan is not running for a third term for the statewide office. 
Lager once again outflanks Kinder in fundraising quarter; Montee edges Baker in cash haul

In Elections

By Jason Rosenbaum, special to the Beacon 

5:07 pm on Mon, 04.16.12

State Sen. Brad Lager once again bested Lt. Gov. Peter Kinder in fundraising, outraising the Republican lieutenant governor in the latest quarter. He's also nearly matched Kinder's cash on hand total.

Lager, R-Savannah, took in $326,370.01 during the quarter that stretched from January to the end of March. He also received a $4,375 in-kind donation. After spending $20,119.22, Lager now has $1,108,113.94 on hand. 

Meanwhile, Kinder, a Republican from Cape Girardeau, raised $226,471.22 during the fundraising quarter, as well as a $3,028.24 in-kind donation. After spending $210,526.90, Kinder has $1,276,694.92 on hand.

Lager's haul was once again augmented by big donations. He took in two $100,000 contributions from Ethelmae Humphreys and Sarah Atkins. He also received a $15,000 contribution from Sen. Will Kraus' campaign committee. Most of Lager's spending was on supplies, traveling expenses and staff.

During the quarter, Kinder received a $10,000 donation from House Majority Leader Tim Jones’ campaign committee, $10,000 from Springfield businessman Mark Gardner and a $5,000 contribution from House Speaker Steve Tilley’s committee. He also received a $2,500 donation from Sam and Marilyn Fox, two prominent GOP fundraisers.

Most of Kinder’s spending went to political consultants and staff, although his campaign did spend $25,000 on a campaign vehicle.

In addition to Kinder and Lager, Wentzville attorney Mike Carter and St. Louis resident Charles Kullman are running in the Republican primary for lieutenant governor.

Meanwhile, Cynthia Davis – a former Republican state representative from O’Fallon running for the office on the Constitution Party ticket – raised $13,287.77, spent $2,205.29 and has $15,116.92 of cash on hand.

Montee narrowly tops crowded Democratic field

On the Democratic side, former state Auditor Susan Montee narrowly bested a crowded field in the last fundraising quarter, gathering together roughly $8,000 more than former state Rep. Judy Baker.

Montee – an attorney and CPA from St. Joseph – raised the most money this quarter out of the eight Democrats vying for the statewide office. She took in $108,543 and spent $65,900.09, giving Montee $120,226.38 of cash on hand.

Baker, a Columbia native who recently served as a regional director for the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, took in $100,933.00 during the fundraising quarter. That total includes a $10,000 loan. She also received a $509.91 in-kind donation.

Baker spent $17,793.38 and has $82,889.62 of cash on hand. 

State Rep. Sara Lampe, D-Springfield, raised $22,590.15 during the quarter, including a $17.15 in-kind donation. After spending $2,080.74, Lampe has $25,691.63 of cash on hand. St. Louis resident Fred Kratky has $47,727.91 of cash on hand after transferring money left over from his state representative committee. He also received $5,050 from other donors.

Other candidates running for the position include state conservation commissioner Becky Plattner, former state Rep. Jackie Townes McGee, D-Kansas City, St. Louis City School Board member Bill Haas and St. Joseph resident Dennis Weisenburger. 
Spence companies used lawyer ensnared in probe over illegal contribution

BY JAKE WAGMAN • jwagman@post-dispatch.com> 314-340-8268 | Posted: Tuesday, April 17, 2012 7:15 am
ST. LOUIS • The client list for lawyer Ed Griesedieck, who admitted his role last week in a scheme to launder a contribution to the state Democratic Party, stretches all the way to the Republican hopeful for governor, Dave Spence.

Griesedieck is listed as the registered agent on a pair of holding companies connected to Spence, who left the helm of his plastics company as he launched a challenge to Gov. Jay Nixon.

According to the Secretary of State's office, Griesedieck is listed as the agent for Big Sky Properties, LLC and Big Sky Properties II, LLC.

Spence is listed as the president of Big Sky Properties, which owns the headquarters of the plastics company that he sold, Overland-based Alpha Plastics.

Big Sky Properties II, in county property records, lists its mailing address as that of Spence's home in Ladue.

Griesedieck is also listed as the registered agent for a company called Warson Woods Investments, LLC. On a financial disclosure form filed recently with the state, Spence indicated he owned, through a trust, a rental business called Warson Woods LLC, which does not show up in state records.

Even if Spence is connected to all three companies, it does not necessarily mean he and Griesedieck have a close business relationship. 

Such limited liability companies exist often solely on paper; the registered agent is frequently a lawyer, who does little more than file the proper documents with the state.

Indeed, that seemed to be Griesedieck's specialty. He is listed as the registered agent for dozens of Missouri companies.

One of the companies Griesedieck represented is North County Development LLC, which played a key role in the federal probe.

Local political dealer Doug Morgan was, before he died last year, charged with, among other things, fraudulently claiming he was a secret partner in North County Development, which was aiming for a casino license.

Morgan was also chairman of the state-created Missouri Employers Mutual Insurance Co.

Griesedieck's guilty plea on Friday was not directly related to the failed casino venture, but for helping conceal a $5,000 campaign donation to the Missouri Democratic Party.

He admitted the donation was made to appear as if it came from Griesedieck's law firm, Herzog Crebs.

Actually, the donation was, in a plot drawn-up by Morgan, from Missouri Employers Mutual, which reimbursed the law firm by way of bogus invoices.

Former Gov. Roger Wilson — a Democrat who, at the time, was the chief executive at the insurance company —also pleaded guilty in the scam.

Both Wilson and Griesedieck are likely to receive probation for the misdemeanor offenses.

Griesedieck’s plea agreement also called for him not to practice law for 18 months.
Lessons from the House cash dash 
By: Alex Isenstadt, Politico
April 16, 2012 04:26 PM EDT 

The first fundraising quarter of 2012 is in the books, and the results reveal a lot about the upcoming election season.

Hard as it is to believe, there are incumbents who are raising less than their primary opponents — signaling a bumpy ride ahead to win re-nomination. And there are House GOP freshmen who still haven’t figured out how to shake the money tree. Then there’s the Kennedy legacy candidate who ‘s collecting cash hand over fist.

Here’s what POLITICO learned about 2012 House races from the Q1 Federal Election Commission reports:

Primary problems
A handful of incumbents managed the nearly impossible feat of being outraised by their primary election challengers.

Among them: Democratic Rep. Tim Holden of Pennsylvania, whose $438,000 haul was overshadowed by opponent Matt Cartwright, who raised $707,000. Cartwright, a liberal attorney, supplied nearly $400,000 from his own pocket.

Tennessee Rep. Chuck Fleischmann, a GOP freshman, was doubled up by one of his primary foes, dairy company executive Scottie Mayfield, who took in around $450,000. California Rep. Pete Stark, an 80-year-old Democrat, raised about $40,000 less than his primary foe, Eric Swalwell.

While getting outpaced by a challenger doesn’t necessarily mean an incumbent is in big trouble, often it suggests momentum has shifted to their foes.

The flops
It’s a time-honored rite of the campaign season: National parties herald their top-drawer candidates running in top-tier races – only to discover, low and behold, that their hotshots aren’t so hot at raising money.

That’s what’s happened in Wisconsin, where Democrat Pat Kreitlow raised just $202,000 in his battle against GOP Rep. Sean Duffy, a freshman who is high on the Democratic target list — a less-than-impressive sum for a candidate running in a high-profile contest that will draw plenty of attention and resources in the fall. Duffy raised around $280,000 and now has $960,000 on hand, nearly three times the amount as Kreitlow.

Addressing reporters earlier this year, Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee Chairman Steve Israel said he was waiting to see more strength from Kreitlow before adding him to the committee’s Red to Blue program for the party’s top recruits. It’s not clear that Kreitlow’s first quarter sum will be enough to make the cut.

Another much-heralded prospect who fell short: state Rep. Clark Hall of Arkansas. The beleaguered House Blue Dog coalition, seeking to increase its diminished ranks, has endorsed Hall along with a handful of other congressional hopefuls. But Hall raised just $123,000, a little less than half of incumbent GOP Rep. Rick Crawford’s $252,000 takeaway.

On the GOP side, California Republican Abel Maldonado, a former lieutenant governor who’s been named to the National Republican Congressional Committee’s “Young Guns” program for top contenders, drew notice for his own paltry take. He raised just $194,000 — less than half of incumbent Democratic Rep. Lois Capps’s $525,000 haul.

The breakout stars
For every fund-raising flop there is a cash-raising phenom.

Massachusetts Democrat Joseph Kennedy III, the son of former Rep. Joseph Kennedy II, raised an astonishing $1.3 million in Q1. Kennedy, who’s looking to replace retiring Democratic Rep. Barney Frank, harnessed his famous last name to win financial support from Democratic heavyweights including lobbyist Tony Podesta and Democratic National Committee Chairwoman Debbie Wasserman Schultz.

California Republican Tony Strickland, a state senator who’s running for the Ventura County-area seat of outgoing GOP Rep. Elton Gallegly, raised an impressive $781,000 during his inaugural fund-raising quarter. Strickland pocketed donations from a slate of House GOP members, including House Majority Leader Eric Cantor and National Republican Congressional Committee Chairman Pete Sessions.

Another California Republican who just launched his campaign, state Sen. Doug LaMalfa, seeking the seat of retiring GOP Rep. Wally Herger, didn’t do so bad himself — he raised more than $367,000.

Strickland and LaMalfa are benefiting from the fundraising assistance of House Majority Whip Kevin McCarthy, a former state legislator and cash-raising powerhouse who has taken several California hopefuls under his wing.

Freshman follies
For a few House GOP rookies, the quarter marked another unsuccessful effort to raise cash.

Indiana Rep. Larry Bucshon, for example, raised a meager $96,000 and was lapped by Democratic opponent Dave Crooks, who took in $210,000. Florida Rep. Dan Webster took in just $148,000 to Democrat Val Demings’s $331,000. And Missouri Rep. Vicky Hartzler, who’s facing a race against Democrat Teresa Hensley, raised just $140,000.

All three freshmen are running in Republican-friendly areas where they are favored to win re-election, but their inability to win the cash war means they haven’t shut the door on their opponents just yet.

The troublemakers
For several members who have run into ethics problems, the first quarter wasn’t a good one.

Take California Rep. Laura Richardson, who raised less than $90,000. Richardson, who’s under a House ethics committee investigation into whether she exerted pressure on her congressional staff to conduct campaign work, is facing an uphill primary battle against fellow Democratic Rep. Janice Hahn, who nearly tripled Richardson’s first quarter fund-raising.

Florida Rep. David Rivera, who’s under state and federal investigation into his personal finances, took in just over $100,000. Rivera, a GOP freshman who’s facing a tough reelection fight, has yet to receive a single donation from a House Republican leader since taking office.

There was one exception to the rule: New York Rep. Michael Grimm. The freshman Republican whose business ties have come under harsh scrutiny over the last several months raised just short of $250,000, far outpacing his nearest Democratic rival, former New York City Council aide Mark Murphy.
Blunt’s Role in Romney Campaign Changing

Micheal Mahoney
The ABC News’ political blog,’The Note’ picks up the new role for Missouri Senator Roy Blunt in the Romney constellation.

"Sen.Â Roy BluntÂ (Mo.), who led Romney’s Member-endorsement whip operation, said the goal now includes building relationships between Congressional Republicans and the nominee and his team so that the two groups are prepared to collaborate effectively beginning in January 2013 – if the governor defeats President Barack Obama in November. Blunt, the GOP Conference vice chairman, is expected to serve as a major conduit between Members and the Romney campaign."
VP Joe Biden and wife contribute $100 as a memorial gift to SLUH

BY DEB PETERSON • dpeterson@post-dispatch.com > 314-340-8276 | Posted: Monday, April 16, 2012 12:51 pm
SLUH KNEW? • Buried in the list of itemized charitable contributions on the 2011 federal income tax return of Vice President Joe Biden and his wife, Jill Biden, is a $100 contribution to St. Louis University High School.

The Bidens jointly filed federal income tax return shows they contributed $5,540 to charity last year. It shows their adjusted gross income was $379,035 and that they paid $87,900 in total federal taxes for the year. The White House released returns for the Bidens as well as President Barack Obama and his wife, Michelle Obama, on Friday.

The Bidens' return shows the contribution to SLUH was in cash. It is mingled with such other contributions as $1,000 to the Annual Catholic Appeal for the Diocese of Wilmington, Del., and $500 to Westminster Presbyterian Church.

No one at the Jesuit high school in St. Louis was able immediately to answer a question about the Bidens connection to the school.

UPDATE: SLUH President David Laughlin called about 2 p.m. to say the Biden contribution was a memorial gift for someone in the school's community who had died. Laughlin said such gifts are made privately and he declined to say in whose memory the Bidens' contribution was made.
McCaskill, Blunt divided as 'Buffett rule' flops in Senate

BY BILL LAMBRECHT • blambrecht@post-dispatch.com > 202-298-6880 | Posted: Monday, April 16, 2012 5:45 pm
WASHINGTON • The Senate's refusal late this afternoon to advance legislation requiring millionaires to pay higher taxes never was in doubt and nor are Democrats' plans to focus in political campaigns on "fairness" and taxing the rich.

On the Senate's first day back to work after a two-week recess, Republicans blocked legislation to raise rates on those earning $1 million or more annually and require families earning more than $2 million to pay a minimum 30 percent tax rate.

The bill became known as the Buffett rule, a phrase born after billionaire investor Warren Buffett asserted that he paid taxes at a lower rate than his secretary.

Democrats failed to muster the 60 votes needed to break a Republican filibuster. Only two senators -- Susan Collins, a Republican from Maine, and Mark Pryor, an Arkansas Democrat, broke ranks. 

Democratic Sen. Claire McCaskill of Missouri and Dick Durbin of Illinois were among supporters of the legislation; Sen. Roy Blunt of Missouri joined Republicans in opposing it.

Democrats have signaled that they will campaign on so-called tax fairness and polls suggest it can benefit them in races from the presidential election on down.

On Friday, a Gallup Poll found that six in 10 Americans support the Buffett rule concept. The favorability grew to 63 percent among independents, who will be targeted by both parties in campaigns.

The Buffett rule stood no chance of passing the Congress given Senate rules and a GOP-held House. Nonetheless, it presents Democrats an issue on which to draw distinctions with Republicans and they held open the incomplete vote.

Over the weekend, McCaskill's re-election campaign sent out a mailing seeking "citizen co-sponsors" of Buffett rule legislation.

"Continuing to give certain Americans tax giveaways while the middle class is struggling is unfair, and it's no way to solve our debt problem," her email read.

The idea of fairness may or may not resonate with voters in November, but the tax rule in itself does little to chip away at the nation's debt. Even if the Joint Committee on Taxation is on target in estimating that the change would bring in $47 billion over ten years, that amount that pales alongside the $1 trillion-plus deficit the government is running this year.

Republicans called the Buffett rule a gimmick; they are offering several of tax plans of their own. Over the weekend, Romney began laying out proposals that include a 20 percent across-the-board income tax cut. In Congress, House Republicans plan to consider legislation shortly that would cut taxes by 20 percent for more than 20 million small businesses.

The debate this afternoon presaged rhetoric and themes that voters likely will hear often this fall. Democrats recalled Ronald Reagan's assertion that it was "crazy" for a millionaire to pay taxes at a lower rate than a bus driver.

Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid, D-Nev., asserted that 7,000 millionaires paid no federal income taxes whatsoever in a recent year. "Instead, ordinary Americans footed the bill," he said.

Republicans argued that roughly half of Americans pay no income taxes at all and that the wealthy already shoulder an unfair burden, with the top ten percent of earners paying 86 percent of income taxes.

Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell referred to the bill as a "poll-tested tax increase on investment and job creation that won’t fix anything...We're in a crisis here and, sadly, it’s all politics all the time."
Vulnerable senators stick with their party on Buffett Rule vote

The Hill
Vulnerable senators seeking reelection stuck with their parties on Monday as the Senate rejected a Democratic plan to require millionaires to pay a minimum tax rate.

Republican Sens. Scott Brown (Mass.) and Dean Heller (Nev.) voted with GOP leadership to block the proposal, earning an instant rebuke from Democrats, who suggested that voters would react by ousting both incumbents in November.

Sen. Claire McCaskill, a Democrat in conservative-leaning Missouri, voted with Democratic leadership to move forward with the plan. Republicans argued it was yet another example of McCaskill voting to raise taxes.

Sen. Orrin Hatch (R-Utah), who faces serious primary challenges at a state Republican convention scheduled for Saturday, did not vote.

Only Sens. Susan Collins (R-Maine) and Mark Pryor (D-Ark.) broke with their party on the vote. Neither are up for reelection in 2012.

Democrats knew the proposal was unlikely to muster the 60 votes needed to proceed, but saw political gain from pushing the proposal regardless of the result. 

The vote put Republicans on record as opposed to a measure that President Obama and Democrats have portrayed as a matter of fairness and shared sacrifice. But it also put Democrats in the position of voting for higher taxes during an election year that Republicans hope to turn into a referendum on big government.
EDITORIALS … & Letters to the Editor
Rex Sinquefield's "everything tax" is looking like nothing

Barb Shelly
The “everything tax” initiative that was supposed to appear before Missouri voters in November may be on its way to nothing.

A Cole County judge ruled that the secretary of state’s ballot summary was flawed, and the state auditor’s fiscal note even more so.

This is the initiative promoted by multimillionaire Rex Sinquefield to get rid of the state income tax and replace it with an expanded sales tax on just about everything. It’s a wild hair of an idea that would cost ordinary Missourians dearly.

Judge Patricia Joyce’s ruling means that backers of the initiative must either win a rapid appeal or collect thousands of new signatures from registered voters before the deadline of May 6. The odds of either happening aren’t very good.

Joyce struck down Secretary of State Robin Carnahan’s ballot summary on a technicality. The summary reads that the initiative would require the legislature to replace the income tax with an expanded sales tax. Noting correctly that an initiative cannot require the legislature to do anything, Joyce rewrote the summary to say that the initiative would “instruct” the legislature to make the change.

State Auditor Tom Schweich has taken a lot of heat for basically waffling on his estimate of the financial impact that Sinquefield’s initiative would have on state finances. Joyce’s ruling turns the temperature up a few notches. 

The judge accuses Schweich of placing too much stock in the testimony of a non-credible and biased “expert,” of failing to inform voters of the worst-case scenario should the initiative pass, but of presenting an overly rosy best-case scenario.

Joyce’s ruling declares Schweich’s fiscal analysis and summary to be “insufficient, unfair (and) likely to deceive petition signers and voters,” and orders a rewrite. 

Schweich told the Associated Press he plans to appeal.

The ballot initiative is Sinquefield’s latest attempt to impose his far-out views on the state of Missouri. When hefty campaign contributions couldn’t convince the legislature to jettison the income tax, Sinquefield tried the initiative petition route, but it looks like he’s been derailed, at least for this election cycle.
Editorial: Sinquefield isn't learning lessons from his political failures 

By the Editorial Board | Posted: Tuesday, April 17, 2012 12:15 am, St. Louis Post-Dispatch
If there is one person who should understand the irony in Cole County Circuit Court Judge Patricia Joyce's ruling on Friday that effectively tossed out a voter initiative to abolish Missouri's income tax, it's the man behind the effort, Rex Sinquefield.

Mr. Sinquefield, a retired investor who splits his time between St. Louis and Osage County, has dedicated a fair amount of his substantial fortune in recent years to pushing his mostly zany ideas on the Legislature.

With millions of dollars invested in key lawmakers, mostly Republicans, Mr. Sinquefield has bought himself a lot of floor time and a lot of failures. From passing a fair tax to using public money for private school vouchers, Mr. Sinquefield's proposals have lost over and over again. For a guy who sometimes seems to own the House and Senate leadership, he hasn't been able to make the Legislature do much.

That brings us to Judge Joyce's ruling.

In a blistering rebuke to Mr. Sinquefield, his lobbyists and state Auditor Tom Schweich, one of the recipients of Mr. Sinquefield's political largesse, Judge Joyce ruled that the fiscal note Mr. Schweich attached to a proposal to eliminate the state income tax failed to tell voters how truly disastrous things would become.

Relying on information he gleaned from Mr. Sinquefield's paid staff, Mr. Schweich had estimated that by getting rid of the income tax and replacing it with a much larger sales tax, Missouri revenue probably would decrease by as much as $1.5 billion. But revenue might increase by about $300 million, he said.

The numbers aren't credible, Judge Joyce ruled, and the biggest reason is that Mr. Schweich's estimate of the potential fiscal impact of the legislation assumes that the Legislature would replace the income tax with the highest sales tax the initiative would allow, about 7 percent on most purchases, no more than 5 percent on food.

Here's the problem, and Mr. Sinquefield has seen this firsthand: You can't make the Legislature do anything.

In other words, the only thing that voters can expect if they end the state income tax is that state revenue, already woefully low, would decrease by $7.5 billion, effectively bankrupting the state.

The Legislature would be instructed to pass a large sales tax to make up the difference. Various studies have shown that, to really matter, the sales tax would have to be much higher than what Mr. Sinquefield and his minions would allow.

But never mind that, Judge Joyce wrote. You can't tell voters that the revenue will be replaced because the Legislature may or may not comply with the initiative's instructions.

"It remains the will of the General Assembly whether or not to adopt a law," Judge Joyce wrote, pointing out that any language suggesting the Legislature 'shall" do something is "meaningless."

There is nothing meaningless about Mr. Sinquefield spending $2.5 million of his money trying to gut a primary Missouri revenue source, although there is some solace that the measure probably is dead for this year.

Unfortunately, Mr. Sinquefield can be expected to try, try again to pass this very, very bad idea. Here's the rub, and we think he realizes this: If he tells voters the truth about what his measure would do, their response would make Judge Joyce's misgivings look like a pat on the back.

Guest commentary: Demanding fairness for men 

By Stacey Newman | Posted: Tuesday, April 17, 2012 12:00 am
In February, I stood on the floor of the Missouri House of Representatives with six other legislators as a resolution restricting birth control access was being discussed. We women stood for the entire three-hour debate, but we never were recognized by the presiding speaker, Rep. John Diehl, R-Town and Country. Our voices were silenced on a topic critical to women — birth control, which allows us to determine when and if we bear children and which drives our economic status and level of education.

The Missouri Legislature is not alone this year in advocating extreme measures regarding women's reproductive health. The Virginia state Senate passed a mandatory transvaginal ultrasound bill, and Illinois is moving forward with an Ultrasound Opportunity Act. Oklahoma is considering "personhood," granting embryos full rights as people from the moment of conception. Not to be left out, Missouri Majority Floor Leader Timothy Jones, R-Eureka, has narrowed his "conscience" bill to focus on women's reproductive procedures including "abortion, abortion-inducing drugs, contraception, sterilization or assisted reproduction." This bill would allow any medical professional or worker to refuse women treatment based on the medical worker's own conscience or principles.

If our Legislature is determined to involve government in the private and personal medical decisions people make with their families, physicians and faiths, then we should be fair about it. If the majority leadership in Jefferson City is adamant that Missouri's women cannot handle reproductive decisions without interference from legislators, then we must assume the men in our state cannot either.

I could not remain silent. I filed Missouri's first bill regulating vasectomies, which would prohibit this medical procedure unless it is to prevent death or avert serious risk of substantial and irreversible physical impairment of a major bodily function of a man.

Overnight, I received calls, emails and letters from women and men all over Missouri and from throughout the country overwhelmingly in support of this bill. I also have received a few comments such as, "How dare you tell men what they can or can't do with their bodies?" and "It's none of the government's business if I choose this procedure!"

My point exactly.

I do not stand alone in pushing back against invasive reproductive proposals that affect only women. Legislators in Ohio, Georgia, Illinois, Virginia and Oklahoma have filed bills or amendments regulating Viagra, with similar ultrasound and rectal exam provisions for men, along with semen restrictions. Like Missouri, these states have been unrelenting this year with bills that advance invasive government interference.

As the Missouri Legislature considers even more intrusive legislation regarding women's private medical decisions, I will continue to advocate for equity and fairness, even if means calling attention to these gender-biased attacks through unconventional means.

In 21st-century America, what's good for the goose must be good for the gander.

State Rep. Stacey Newman, a Democrat, represents part of the St. Louis area.
Missouri drug database tramples freedom
Springfield News-Leader
The Missouri Senate currently has on its agenda SB710, the Prescription Drug Monitoring Program Act. This bill will set up a state database that covers all controlled substances that a physician can prescribe. HB1193 is the companion bill in the Missouri House and was passed by a vote of 143 to 6. All of the local Springfield representatives voted for this bill.

A variation of this legislation is in effect in 46 states. The purpose of the legislation is to reduce the illegal sale of prescription narcotic drugs. Prescription drugs are a growing problem in the state, especially in the high schools. Prescription medications, especially narcotic pain medication, can be purchased in any high school in the Springfield area.

As a physician who writes prescriptions for controlled substances, I worry about diversion every day. Physicians do have methods to identify patients that sell their prescription medication. Pharmacy computer networks can spot unusual transactions and notify physicians. This legislation casts a wide net. It includes everyone in order to catch a few individuals. My problem with the legislation is the creation of a database which will include every controlled substance prescription filled at any pharmacy in the state. Databases can be hacked by outsiders or misused by those that have access to the database.

The information in the database shall include: the date on the prescription; whether the prescription is new or a refill; the prescriber identification number; the person who receives the prescription from the dispenser, if other than the patient; the source of payment for the prescription; the drug dispensed; the number of days’ supply; the quantity dispensed; the patient identification number; the patient’s name, address, and date of birth.

If you take a narcotic pain medication (Tylenol #3, Vicodin, Percocet) for a temporary injury or pain, you will be in the database.

If you have anxiety and take Xanax, Ativan or Valium, you will be in the database. If you take Ambien to help you sleep, you will be in the database. If you take Lyrica for your diabetic leg pain, you will be in the database. If you have attention deficit hyperactivity disorder and take Ritalin, Adderall or Concerta, you will be in the database.

With time, most adults in the state will be in the database. Do you really want your information in this database?

Sen. Rob Schaaf is leading a handful of other senators (Jim Lembke, Brian Nieves, Luann Ridgeway, Will Kraus) to block this unconstitutional legislation. The proponents of the legislation say it is for the public’s health and safety. That argument covers virtually any activity the state decides it wants to regulate.

We are being transformed from a republic into an oligarchy.

“They who can give up essential liberty to obtain a little temporary safety, deserve neither liberty nor safety.”
– Benjamin Franklin

John Lilly, MBA DO 
Letters to the editor, April 17 

Posted: Tuesday, April 17, 2012 12:00 am, St. Louis Post-Dispatch
Giving us a chance
As a conservative, I sometimes read the liberal Post-Dispatch editorial page for laughs. The silliness was raised to new heights with the tongue-in-cheek "Outgunning 'em" (April 13) advocating a mandatory-carry law for all Missourians, including the unborn, with a ludicrous accompanying editorial cartoon depicting an ultrasound of an unborn child packing heat.

Several reader letters condemned Democratic Rep. Ed Schieffer's bill that would permit concealed weapons on Metro. One individual minimized the need for concealed weapons by saying there were only three robberies and 16 assaults in 2010. Those letter writers apparently don't understand the reality that "carry laws" give law-abiding citizens a chance against the unlawful; the thugs already have guns. The police can't be everywhere all the time — or those three robberies and 16 assaults would not have occurred.

Al Dorn • O'Fallon, Ill.
Two at a time
I enjoyed the editorial proposing a mandatory-carry law ("Outgunning 'em," April 13). Such a law was suggested to me years ago by fellow Jefferson County lawyer Brunson Hollingsworth.

However, the editorial did not discuss penalties for non-compliance. I suggest for a first offense of failing to carry, the offender be required for the following six months to carry two firearms in public. For a second offense, the offender's penalty would be to serve as a police officer for two weeks.

I support the Second Amendment, as I do the First (which protects our right to sarcasm), but I understand that rights come with responsibilities.

Bob Kister • Herculaneum
Horrified by cartoon
I was horrified by the April 13 Matson's View. Cartoonist R.J. Matson's combination of two very important issues in today's world — abortion and the Second Amendment — is totally unacceptable. The editorial board should be ashamed.

Rosemary Westcott • Hazelwood
Unknowing support
Leave it to a liberal to unknowingly support a conservative point of view. I refer to the April 13 Matson's View that showed an ultrasound of a fetus with a gun. The caption read: "Require all Missourians, including the unborn, to exercise their right and responsibility to own a gun!"

Cartoonist R.J. Matson gave the unborn status as citizens and, therefore, human beings.

I know Mr. Matson was trying to goad the pro-life, pro-Second Amendment citizens (of which I am one of millions), but he actually supported both views with his cartoon.

Therese Abbenhaus • St. Louis County
More than one reason
The bishops talk of religious freedom ("Bishops tell Catholics to disobey 'unjust laws'," April 13), but there are other reasons to oppose the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services' contraception mandate:

• Estrogen-progestogen contraception is considered carcinogenic by the World Health Organization, and drospirenone has a risk of dangerous clots.

• Every health dollar spent covering the lifestyle choices of employed adults is one not covering diseases such as childhood leukemia.

• Our nation's family planning already is giving us an unsustainably aging population. It should not be subsidized even more.

Bryan Kirchoff • St. Louis
Woven with disrespect
The story "Bishops tell Catholics to disobey 'unjust laws'" (April 13) is woven with disrespectful language, such as "deploy ... soaring rhetoric," as if the bishops' statements are merely showy banter instead of prudently developed responses arrived at through prayerful analysis.

Would the hierarchy of our Muslim or Jewish brothers be described as wildly being 'sent ... into overdrive" when they thoughtfully issue responses to threats against their religious freedom? Of course not. That would be disrespectful.

Celia Gillam • St. Louis County
Embrace differences
Regarding "Bishops tell Catholics to disobey 'unjust laws'" (April 13): These men insist that we follow their rules like little sheep. While I don't question the theological tenets of my religion, I have my doubts about written statements by clergy who are not infallible. My God, loving and all-inclusive, expects those doubts because he created me and gave me intelligence and the ability to reason.

Some religions do not accept violence but don't ask for the Second Amendment to be repealed. Some religions allow multiple wives or limit women's rights but don't question our laws that forbid this. Some religions do not allow the consumption of alcohol or various meat products but do not resist laws that allow those things.

We must not force our beliefs on others. That is what freedom of religion is about. Embrace that others may be different from you, then love and celebrate them for what they are.

I work with a faith-based not-for-profit that has government contracts and must follow the governent's rules, including not making employees pray in the workplace or forcing them to practice a particular religion. Part of accepting government money is to accept their rules.

We should respect and support our government and its laws. That's what responsible citizens of any country do. We work to change things through courts and lawmakers.

Shame on those bishops who are encouraging their congregations to wrong others and limit their rights, as they are accusing the government of doing to them.

Diane Magee • St. Louis County
Without due process
I guess there is no editing or fact-checking process for advertisers, but the full-page licensedtokill.org ad declared Trayvon Martin "murdered" without the benefit of due process. Tragic, yes. Questionable, yes. Innocent until proven guilty? I guess not.

Bob Flynn • Wentzville
You are what you eat
Pink slime. That's the phrase coined by federal microbiologist Gerald Zirnstein to describe the ammonia-treated meat filler that's in up to 70 percent of American ground beef. The slippery, batter-like mixture is built from rejected by-products, fatty trimmings, cartilage and connective tissues of ordinary cuts of meat. That is blended with additional ground beef to make what's euphemized as "finely textured beef." The trimmings generally come from the outer areas of an animal — places most likely to be contaminated by excrement. Not all processed meats contain this concoction, so you should be able to avoid it by simply checking the label at the supermarket, right?

Wrong.

Neither the U.S. Department of Agriculture nor the U.S. Food and Drug Administration mandates that FTB be marked. They don't strictly regulate terms like "all-natural" or vague health claims on packaging and don't require labeling of genetically engineered foods.

What can you do about this lack of transparency? Speak up! It sounds simple, but in recent years industry has begun responding to a growing demand for honesty and high-quality practices. Establishments like Whole Foods and McDonald's have heeded complaints about products like FTB and now refuse to buy it. This month, many schools nationwide will join them.

Educate yourself and choose foods you trust. You are what you eat. Don't you have the right to know what's in it?

Katherine Williams • St. Louis
Letters | Catholic Church, President Obama, Trayvon Martin

Kansas City Star
Church’s good deeds

As an industry whose responsibility it is to disseminate news, not opinion, consider the following examples of the Catholic Church as true “good news” to your readers. 

Catholicism is the largest faith community on earth, with more than a billion members.

In our recent past, only nobility was educated. The Catholic Church is responsible for the birth of both the education and health care systems in our modern world.

The Catholic Church educates 2.6 million students, costing parents/parishes $10 billion a year and saving American taxpayers $18 billion annually. The church sustains 230 colleges/universities with 700,000 students. The church’s 637 hospitals treat one of five patients daily.

Catholic Charities meet the needs of our poor. The church is the largest benefactor of arts, nurturing the heart, mind and spirit. And, in this era of devalued human life, the church remains the world’s primary defender of human rights.

The church is not perfect, made up of imperfect human beings, but it is an incredible witness to the values of education, health care, human rights, the poor and the arts.

Consider some of these facts the next time you print your opinions about the Catholic Church.

Jodie Stockwell

Overland Park

Obama wrong on court

President Obama’s pre-emptive scolding of the Supreme Court did nothing but highlight the obvious weakness of the Obamacare legislation.

First, it wasn’t passed by a strong majority as he stated. It barely squeaked by Congress, with many Democrat opposing votes and not one Republican vote. Indeed, a majority of legal U.S. citizens would prefer to have this law repealed.

Second, the supposed constitutional scholar proactively accused the Supreme Court justices of judicial activism if they dared repeal this law even though many strong arguments have been made about the unconstitutionality of Obamacare vis-a-vis the commerce clause. Which is precisely what the court is supposed to do.

They call it the separation of powers and protecting the Constitution, Mr. President.

Last, had they not ramrodded this law down the collective throats of unwilling citizens by fulfilling Obama’s promise of a fully transparent process, the liberals may have taken the time to define the penalty for not buying insurance a tax.

Then, frighteningly, the argument of constitutionality would be a bit more difficult. Thankfully, it appears intelligent heads will prevail, and this hijacking of one-sixth of our economy will come to an unceremonious conclusion.

Gary Pederson

Kansas City

Trayvon Martin death

Any time an unarmed 17-year-old kid is shot to death, there should be appropriate charges filed against the accused shooter (4-12, A1, “Zimmerman charged in Martin shooting”).

In this country the defendant is innocent until proven guilty.

Earl Brigham

Sugar Creek

Stuck in yesteryears

To the April 10 letter writer who says “Christian” women would like to find modest clothing, I suggest you exit the junior departments, where you are apparently shopping, and head to the, um, mature ladies department.

I have yet to see any necklines that would “go down to (anyone’s) waist” or skirts that wouldn’t clear any normal women’s hip bones.

Also, pray tell, from your “Christian” perspective, what would Rush Limbaugh have called a young man with whom Sandra Fluke might have been involved? Stud? Red-blooded American boy?

Wow, we all hope times have changed since our teen years, but obviously some people haven’t.

Terry Cracraft

Kansas City

Cleaver, car wash, taxes

Question: What do you do with a man who:

• Forgets to pay his (significant) property taxes, not just once in 2002 but also in 2003, then finally pays them after being caught in 2004 (4-7, A1, “Cleaver business debt could cost taxpayers”)?

• Takes out a Small Business Administration loan for more than a million dollars and doesn’t make payments on it, which may end up being paid by taxpayers?

Answer: Because he has proven himself qualified, make him a congressman.

Bob Hrzenak

Raymore

World War II heroes

Seventy years ago today, 80 men, all volunteers with little chance for survival, flew B-25 bombers off the deck of the aircraft carrier USS Hornet to bomb Tokyo and try to fly on to China to escape. America was reeling from defeat after defeat since the attack on Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941.

Of the 80 volunteers, more than half actually survived the war. 

Some were captured. The Japanese executed some, and they tortured and starved all of them. Most airmen who survived weighed around 80 pounds.

Gen. Jimmy Doolittle, the first B-25 to takeoff, received the Medal of Honor for leading the mission. 

Today, only a handful of fliers are still alive. They are Lt. Col. Edward Saylor of Puyallup, Wash.; Lt. Col. Robert Hite of Camden, Ark.; Maj. Tom Griffin of Cincinnati; and Sgt. David Thatcher of Missoula, Mont. All men are well into their 90s.

Thatcher was depicted in the movie “Thirty Seconds Over Tokyo,” starring Van Johnson and Spencer Tracy as Gen. Doolittle.

I salute them for saving our country. God bless them.

Terry Love

Shawnee

Truth in campaigns?

I am upset with the politicians who wrap themselves in religion and campaign by denigrating their opponents with half-truths and innuendo. The Ninth Commandment, which is mentioned numerous times in both the Old and New Testaments, states that one shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor.

If we consider God as truth, what are our candidates but sinners.

Does any member of the public really believe that a candidate who lies about his opponent to get elected will be any more truthful with the public who elect him to office?

I have heard candidates’ campaign chairmen state that it’s the primaries, and every candidate lies.

Am I wrong to assume that the news media, print or electronic, have the obligation to report the news and truth as well?

Robert M. Keyserling

Odessa

No win in Afghanistan

Our current situation in Afghanistan brings to mind a line from Rudyard Kipling’s “The Young British Soldier.”

“When you’re wounded and left on Afghanistan’s plains,

“And the women come out to cut up what remains,

“Jest roll to your rifle and blow out your brains

“An’ go to your Gawd like a soldier.”

Metaphorically, I’d suggest we do the same.

William. H. Finnegan

Independence

End war on women

I am offended for my wife, mother and daughters for the Democrats’ phony war on women (4-13, A1, “Another front in ‘the mommy wars’ ”). My wife chose to be a stay–at-home mother and raise our three daughters.

One of my daughters is married to a naval officer, and their family recently got a shock with a short notice deployment for my son-in-law. My daughter is a surgery registered nurse and works a 10-hour night shift at the Chesapeake Regional Hospital in addition to being the mother of my three beautiful granddaughters.

I might add that she is pregnant and due in September.

Because of the deployment, she has had to resign from her job at the hospital and cancel their Disney vacation scheduled for June.

She understands the economic issues, and it is too bad that this administration is more concerned about creating class warfare with phony issues to divide our country.

George L. Stratton

Kansas City

Women’s rights now

It’s disheartening when reality is distorted by a heated run for political office. 

Regarding the contraception issue, some would have us believe implementation of the health care law would result in the loss of religious freedom.

The truth is that no woman will be forced to take any form of birth control if it is against her religious beliefs. Additionally, no employer with religious objections will be forced to cover this health care option.

There is no problem here, other than desperate politicians revealing their disregard for women and women’s right to adequate health care.

Occasionally, one is reminded that women still have a long way to go in terms of true equality.

Perhaps this is a good time to revisit an Equal Rights Amendment for women.

My dad, a devout Catholic, cringed because of my belief in women’s rights.

He called me a “women’s libber.”

But he always listened to my opinions and treated me with respect. 

I expect no less from the elected officials in Congress and the candidates currently running for president.

Paula Kahmann

Roeland Park

Missouri budget- Tourism support pays

Springfield News-Leader
As the state representative for District 62, Stone and Taney counties, I am extremely concerned about Missouri’s lack of adequate funding for tourism! We can’t afford to turn our backs on an industry that gives us a return for our investment. Every dollar spent on tourism provides approximately three dollars in tax revenue alone! It provides many times that many dollars in the overall economic benefit to our state. We can’t allow tourism to be used as a carving block when Missouri is starving for economic stimulus!

The funding formula for tourism calls for approximately $30 million in funding (subject to appropriations of course) in our annual budget; however, we’re allowing a mere $13 million for 2013.

When the budget bills arrived in the Senate, they saw fit to reduce the tourism budget another $3.2 million which is a disgrace and an insult!

We are all in this together; what affects one of us affects us all. Tourism has a benefit to the entire state, either directly or indirectly. People visiting our state spend money on lodging, fuel, food, entertainment, etc. as they travel across Missouri. Missourians vacationing within the state also spend money the same way. In order to attract people to our state and compete with the other states that depend on tourism dollars, we need a strong marketing approach within the industry and that takes a reasonable budget.

Those of you that share my passion for economic strength in Missouri need to contact your state senator and state representative and voice your opinion! The squeaky wheel gets the grease in Jefferson City so I urge you to take a stand for tourism. I’m doing all I can but I really need your help!
News-Leader rates- E-service not needed
Springfield News-Leader
Friday we received a mailing from the News-Leader’s president and publisher, Linda Ramey-Greiwe. She explained how our monthly subscription rate was to increase to $22 per month effective May 1. We have been paying $16.31 per month for home delivery of the print edition, but now we would have full digital access with enhanced experiences and exclusive content. For more than 25 years we have enjoyed reading the print edition of the News-Leader while sipping our morning coffee. We do not own a smart phone or need 24/7 access or want an e-newspaper delivered to our inbox daily, but, by golly, we’re going to have to pay for it anyway if we want to continue receiving our beloved local newspaper in our driveway every morning.

We understand that the News-Leader must change with the times to remain in business and that one of these days there will no longer be a print edition of the newspaper at all, but in the meantime, is there no way to make a place for your older readership who can’t afford an increase in their monthly expenses for services that they will never use?
