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Four Stoddard County offices to be contested

By Mike McCoy - The Daily Statesman
Thursday, March 29, 2012

BLOOMFIELD, Mo. -- Four offices in Stoddard County government and three district offices will be contested in the November general election. Republican Mike Watkins of Dexter filed for county collector/treasurer and will be unopposed in the August primary election. Democratic incumbent Carla Knowles Moore filed for re-election with no opposition in the primary. The two will meet in the general election. Also on the last day to file, Ryan William Holder of Advance filed as a Democratic candidate for Missouri's 151st House District. 

Several other county races have drawn interest and will be contested. The retirement of Democratic Commissioner Frank Sifford in District 1 prompted five people to seek that seat. Republicans Steve Jordan and Danny Talkington will meet in the primary, while Democrats Kenneth Carney and Dale Moreland will also face each other in the primary. The winners in the primary and Libertarian Jason Williams will meet in November. Incumbent Commissioner Carol Jarrell, a Republican, in District 2 drew an opponent in Democrat Al Banken. Those two will also meet in the primary. 

The other contested county race will pit Democrat Kenny Pope against Republican Darrell Penberthy for county coroner. Incumbent Aaron Mathis did not seek re-election. He was appointed to that position. 

Republicans Doug Libla of Poplar Bluff and Billy Pat Wright of Dexter will vie in August to challenge Democrat Terry Swinger of Caruthersville in the November election in the 25th Senate District. Both Wright and Swinger are current members of the state House of Representatives. They have both served their maximum time due to term limits in their positions. Libla is a Poplar Bluff businessman. 

Four have filed to fill the 151st District seat, vacated by Wright. Republicans Bob Thrower of Dexter and Dennis Fowler of Advance will meet in the primary. Democrats Gary Gaines of Dexter and Holder will also meet in the primary. The 151st District was the result of redistricting after the 2010 census, and primarily consists of Stoddard County with a small part of Scott County. 

County residents will also have a choice for circuit judge in the 35th District, which includes Stoddard and Dunklin counties. Republican Robert Mayer of Dexter faces Democrat Steve Mitchell of Dexter in the November election. Mayer served in the state Senate where he was president pro tem. Current Associate Judge Steve Mitchell is seeking the office as well. Incumbent Stephen Sharp is not seeking re-election. 

Several county incumbents did not draw opposition. They include Democratic Assessor Jody Lemmon, Public Administrator Pam Lape, a Democrat, and Sheriff Carl Hefner. 

Pertinent address: 

Bloomfield, MO 

Murdered child's family keeps pressure on for changes in child abuse investigations

Written by Josh Nelson – Springfield News-Leader
5:11 AM, Mar. 29, 2012 

Senate Bill 758

Sponsor: Sen. Jay Wasson, R-Nixa 
What it does: The measure makes changes to several laws regarding the handing of child abuse claims. Among the changes is a requirement barring investigators from leaving a business card if no one is home during an attempted visit. 
Where it is: The Senate Health, Mental Health, Seniors and Families Committee held a hearing Tuesday, but did not vote on whether to approve the bill. 
Where to find more: To read the bill, click on this story at News-Leader.com.

JEFFERSON CITY — Seven years after 18-month-old Gavin Jordan was murdered by his mother’s boyfriend, family members are continuing to push for changes in state child abuse laws in hopes of preventing similar deaths. .

The Willard child was killed in 2005. His grandparents, Tim and Debi Davis, returned to Jefferson City on Tuesday to testify before a Senate panel on a bill addressing how abuse investigations are handled by the Children’s Division of the Department of Social Services.

“We’re not here to condemn the Children’s Division,” Tim Davis told lawmakers. “It’s a tough job and they take it on.

What we tried to do is take a little bit of the personal out of it and look at things we think could have helped save our grandson’s life.”

Under the proposal:

• The Children’s Division is required to review a case if multiple calls on the same child are received within a 72-hour period.

• Caseworkers are barred from leaving a business card on the door of a suspected abusive parent if no one is home at the time of a visit.

• Hotline call-takers have to tell callers to dial 911 if he or she believes the child is in imminent danger.

• A case review must be initiated if a child dies or is seriously injured. Any review must occur within three days of the child’s death.

Jordan’s killer, Joseph W. Haslett, is serving a life sentence after he was convicted in 2006 of second-degree murder.

This is the fourth year the Davises have asked lawmakers for the changes. Last year, the bill made it out of the House but encountered problems in the Senate.

Sen. Jay Wasson, R-Nixa, has taken up the bill this year, in hopes that he can shepherd it through the Senate and over to the House, where it has more support.

Wasson noted that some changes in the bill have already been implemented by the Social Services department, such as the 72-hour investigation requirement. But supporters say a law is still needed.

“We want to make sure the changes are in statute so everyone knows what goes on,” Wasson said.

One of the more contentious portions of the bill is whether case workers should be allowed to leave a business card. In past years, lawmakers said a card could serve as a “wake-up call” to the suspect.

Debi Davis said a caseworker visited the home of Jordan’s mother twice and left cards both times.

Davis believes the cards tipped off Haslett to the DSS investigation and allowed him to craft a story explaining Jordan’s injuries.

The Davises compared it to a police officer leaving a business card at the home of a suspected meth cook.

“When a child’s life is in danger, they leave a business card on the door stating we were here, please call,” Davis told lawmakers.

“How does this benefit the child in harm’s way? It doesn’t.”

No one testified against the bill during the Wednesday hearing.

The Social Services department allows the case worker to determine whether to leave a card.

Barbara Brown Johnson, the Child Advocacy Center executive director, agreed in an interview that leaving a business card could tip off a suspected abuser that an investigation has started.

Barring that practice could help prevent another situation like Jordan’s death.

“My response would be that it could be a little more effective way to approach child abuse investigations,” Brown Johnson said.

However, she noted that case workers often have a hard time tracking down subjects of a hotline call, even if the individuals are not aware of an investigation is occurring.

Investigators may leave a card if they think it will help them meet with the child in person.

Large crop of SW Missouri candidates file for August primary races

More than 40 file for seats in southwest Missouri races

Written by Josh Nelson – Springfield News-Leader
5:13 AM, Mar. 29, 2012

JEFFERSON CITY — The number of candidates seeking elected office in southwest Missouri again is tilting significantly toward Republicans, which has created a number of primary races in several House Districts.

The filing period for office started Feb. 28, and ended Tuesday evening. Statewide, more than 570 people signed up to appear on the August primary ballot. In southwest Missouri, more than 40 people filed for 16 seats in the state House of Representatives alone.

Eight of those districts will have GOP primary. Only one district in Springfield will have a Democratic primary. Some former lawmakers said the number of primaries seems higher than in previous elections.

“Well, we never had that many, I think,” said former state Rep. B.J. Marsh, Springfield Republican.

The primary push also applies to the 7th Congressional District seat, where U.S. Rep. Billy Long of Springfield will face an intra-party challenge.

Michael Moon, a tea party activist from Springfield who ran for the seat in 2010, and Tom Stilson, a 24-year-old Stanford University alumnus and Ozark High School graduate.

Some area political activists pointed to the recent redistricting process, which dramatically shifted the lines for many of the House and Senate seats, as part of the reason for the the interest from candidates. There are also four open seats in the area because the current incumbents are either barred from running again due to term limits or because they have chosen to run for a different office.

Springfield Reps. Sara Lampe, a Democrat, and Charlie Denison, a Republican, are both term-limited. Rep. Shane Schoeller, a Republican from Willard, is opting to run instead for Secretary of State.

Lampe is also running for Lieutenant Governor. Denison is running for Greene County Commission.

Rep. Ray Weter, R-Ozark, also facing term limits, said he will run for a seat on the Christian County Commission.

Current Republicans Reps. Thomas Long of Battlefield, Kevin Elmer of Nixa and Sandy Crawford of Buffalo all face primaries after their district were changed.

Marsh said he thinks the current anti-incumbent climate may be contributing to more people wanting to run for office.

“I think from my own viewpoint, people are tired of this partisan politics,” he said. “There’s too much emphasis on the party and not enough on the constituents back home.”

The one Democratic primary is in Springfield’s 133rd House District. Incumbent Republican Eric Burlison is unopposed in his party. Democrats Nicholas Ivan Ladendorf and Richard Buchli are vying to challenge Burlison in the November election.

Democrats fielded candidates in six of the 11 House seats up for election this year in Greene and Christian counties. In the 7th District race, Republic resident Jim Evans, a former Springfield high school math and science teacher, filed to run.

Libertarians Kevin Craig of Powersite filed to run for Congress and Jake Wilburn of Republic filed to run for the state House.

The only state Senate seat up for election this year is the redrawn District 29, which includes Taney, Stone and Lawrence counties.

Four Republicans filed for that seat, including Rep. David Sater of Cassville.

Incumbent Sen. Jack Goodman, R-Mount Vernon, is term-limited. For a listing of all the races, go to www.sos.mo.gov.

Capitol Perspectives: Capitol Security By Phill Brooks

Gallatin North Missourian
Published Online Mar 28, 2012 - 10:41 AM 

This past week, Missouri's Senate had an extended debate about security at the state Capitol.

At issue is a bill that would require the administration to install more surveillance cameras in the statehouse.

The sponsor is one of the legislators who had a small cross-hair sticker attached to her office door earlier this legislative session. About a half dozen legislators, most Democratic women, had targets stuck on their doors.

No motivation has been determined nor any suspects identified.

Although seemingly harmless, it has caused concern among some legislators about safety in the Capitol.

Missouri's Capitol is remarkably open. Although Capitol police patrol the building and some areas are under video surveillance, there are no metal detectors. You do not need any kind of pass or identification to enter the building. And once in, there is unrestricted access to the legislature's visitors galleries overlooking the House and Senate chambers.

My foreign guests often express surprise at how open our government buildings are compared to those in their own countries.

This latest Senate debate about statehouse security reminded me of a conversation I had with former Gov. Mel Carnahan shortly after the Oklahoma City bombing in 1995.

Carnahan faced enormous pressure to implement severe security measures to prevent a similar attack against Missouri's statehouse.

Carnahan clearly was frustrated at the pressure that he thought would interfere with public access to the center of government for Missouri citizens. He spoke eloquently about how the openness of the statehouse reflected something special about the nature of our government.

But he also acknowledged that any public official who did not take every conceivable precaution recommended by public safety ran the risk of being blamed for some future tragedy -- no matter how unavoidable.

Carnahan struck a balance with his response to Oklahoma City.

The Capitol's historic carriage entrance that allowed cars to be driven right up to the front door was closed off. A high-security, attack-proof guard shack was built next to the Capitol's garage entrance with barriers that are lowered only for authorized vehicles.

But there were no restrictions to pedestrian entrance into the building.

There were no metal detectors. That would come later, after 9/11.

But those metal detectors did not last long.

With hundreds and sometimes thousands of schoolchildren visiting the statehouse on some days, restricting access to a few doors with metal detectors created a logjam.

There actually was a health threat created by these special security steps.

To staff the metal detectors, the state hired private security. They were old, retired guys. And some smoked like chimneys as they loitered just outside the building -- so children and other visitors had to walk through a cloud of noxious tobacco smoke to get into the statehouse.

Eventually, the metal detectors and private security guards were abandoned, returning access to the levels before 9/11.

I would be remiss if I left the impression that arguments against heightened Capitol security have been limited to philosophical issues involving government openness.

That definitely was not the case with the first surveillance camera I remember being installed in the Capitol.

It recorded persons entering and leaving the Capitol's basement garage during the evening hours.

Legislators, I was told by confidential sources, demanded that it be removed because they did not want the administration to have a record of possible opposite-sex companions accompanying lawmakers who were leaving the statehouse in the late evening hours.

As always, let me know (at column@mdn.org) if you have any comments. If you would like your comments, or a portion of them, included in a future column, let me know and be sure to include your full name in your email.

==============

[Phill Brooks has been a Missouri statehouse reporter since 1970, making him dean of the statehouse press corps. He is the statehouse correspondent for KMOX Radio, director of MDN and a faculty member of the Missouri School of Journalism. He has covered every governor since the late Warren Hearnes.

Should Contraceptive Services be Optional for Missouri Employers? 

The Missouri Senate gave an initial thumbs-up to legislation that would allow employers to deny coverage for contraceptive services. Do you agree? 

Florissant Patch - By Kurt Greenbaum

In the wake of a massive Jefferson City rally over the issue, the Missouri state Senate this week gave initial approval to legislation that would allow employers to deny insurance coverage for contraceptive services if they have religious or moral objections.

The St. Louis Post-Dispatch covered the issue this week with a story that quoted several St. Louis-area residents who attended the rally in the Missouri Capitol.

Area residents such as John Jost from Chesterfield and Terri Booher from Florissant framed the issue as one of religious freedom: "Congress shall pass no law prohibiting the free exercise of my religion,” the Post quoted Jost as saying. “End of story. Stay out of my religion.”

Sen. John Lamping, R-Ladue, the legislation's sponsor, told the Jefferson City News Tribune that there was a lot of misinformation out about the proposed law, which would not apply to women who are prescribed contraceptives for medical reasons.

"It’s not been made clear in the public discourse that, today, women receive contraceptive services when their need for them (is) the result of a medical issue," Lamping told the News Tribune.

Media reports such as this from the Springfield News-Leader said more than 1,000 residents of Missouri had come for the rally in support of the legislation, many saying the government should have no role in requiring employers and insurance companies to provide coverage for birth control or abortion services.

Missouri Democrats gather Thursday across state to choose presidential delegates

By Jo Mannies, Beacon political reporter 

2:54 pm on Wed, 03.28.12

Democratic activists from all over Missouri will gather Thursday night in hundreds of locations for official “mass meetings’’ that will be the first in a series of sessions to select delegates for the national presidential convention in September in Charlotte, N.C.

The meetings will be held in every county in the state. In the St. Louis area,  meetings will be held in each of the county’s 28 townships and each of the 28 wards in St. Louis. All gatherings begin at 7:30 p.m. The locations are listed on the state party’s website.

Unlike the continued Republican battle over the GOP nomination, Democrats in Missouri already have decided who will get the states’ 102 Democratic delegates: President Barack Obama, who won 88 percent of the vote in the state’s Feb. 7 Democratic primary.

And unlike the GOP contest, the Democratic primary votes will count.

The only battle in Missouri will be over who the presidential delegates will be.

Veterans try to close gap for jobs in the civilian workforce 

St. Louis Post-Dispatch - BY STEVE GIEGERICH 
Posted: Thursday, March 29, 2012 12:10 am 

George Owen sweats the normal stuff as he contemplates the next phase of his career. Like where the job will take him or how he'll fit in with new co-workers.

The departure from the norm occurs at the point Owen ponders the prospect of sartorial choice. “I'll probably have to pick out my own clothes,” he ventures.

Wardrobe has never been an issue for Owen, 41, a West Virginia native who enlisted in the U.S. Air Force straight out of of high school.

Engaging, intelligent and availing himself of the Scott Air Force Base Transition Assistance Program, Senior Master Sergeant Owen shouldn't have a problem finding employment when he moves into the workforce at some point over the next year or two.

But an analysis released last week unfortunately suggests the possibility Owen will  have to jump through a few more hoops than the general public before finding meaningful employment.

The report, prepared by the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, found the unemployment rate among veterans who’ve served on active duty since the September 11 terrorist attacks was 12.1 percent last year, about a third higher than the 8.9-percent rate for the civilian population.

Those in the business of connecting veterans to employment and entrepreneurial opportunities point to multiple reasons for the disconnect.

For discharged military personnel, the outside world represents “a different dynamic,” said William Wheeler, president of the Veteran Corps of America, a government contractor headquartered in O'Fallon, Ill.
One that is particularly profound for young veterans returning from combat action in Afghanistan, Iraq or both. 

“You've been out there with the power of life and death in your hands,” said Wheeler. “And it's a paradox because you've had this immense life experience in a short period of time but you may not have the skills that translate into working as the manager of a burger joint.”

To ease the passage for combat and non-combat troops alike, Scott Air Force Base and other installations rely on the Transition Assistance Program (TAP) to counsel soon-to-be-discharged personnel on what awaits beyond the perimeter of military life.

Though he hasn't set a date for his separation from the Air Force, Owen has already taken advantage of the voluntary classes orchestrated by the U.S. Department of Labor.
“The earlier you start the process the better off you are,” he reasons.

TAP helped Owen hone his interviewing skills and brush up on resume writing, an aspect of the job search he'd encountered only fleetingly during his 22 year military career.

For those preparing to move from the acronym-laden military to businesses with their own jargon, linguistic re-orientation may have been the most important lesson of all.

“We let them know they are going to have to put things in language a civilian can understand,” said Deb Teague, a community readiness technician with the Airman and Family Readiness Center.

Owen's military job description of “functional manager” is a perfect example.

That job is known in the outside world as civil engineering.

Owen figures he should be able to “pretty much close my eyes, throw a line out and get a job.”

At the same time he acknowledges, “unless I learn the lingo it's not going to happen.”

Owen, with his background as a surveyor and in support positions in the engineering field, is fairly well positioned to ease into a civilian job.

Others aren't as fortunate.

“A lot of (young veterans) went in (the military) for good reasons,” said Wheeler. “But the skill sets they picked up were not advanced technical skills. It's a problem when they (return to civilian life) with skills that apply in combat. A lot of companies will look at them and say, 'We don't need an infantryman.'”

Darcella Craven, the executive director of the St. Louis Veteran Business Resource Center, credits TAP with making an effort to ease the veteran unemployment gap.

But Craven, who served during the first Gulf War, blames some of the problem on the lack of cohesive military-wide policies.

“There's no consistency with the information” imparted to personnel on the various bases, Craven says.

She says Scott AFB places more emphasis on the program than other installations, which helps personnel who leave Scott for the civilian world.

From the standpoint of veterans, Craven believes it's the transition from a regimented life in which every role is delineated that poses one of the biggest hurdles in making the leap to civilian workplaces.

“There's structure in the military,” she said. “When I was in, I had people telling me what to do every single day. When you get out, that's gone. There's no easing out of the military. You're here one day. Tomorrow you're not. ...  it's a complete mind change that you have to figure out.”

From the Department of Veterans Affairs to nonprofits, there are, to be sure, no shortage of federal, state and privately-run programs to assist veterans in the search for employment.

Still, despite commitments from employers to even the playing field, job seekers with a military background ultimately are judged by the same system as civilian counterparts.

“Employers seem to be very receptive, but they also need someone who can do the job. And if you have someone with limitations, they may pick someone else,” said Beth Brown, assistant vice president of MERS/Goodwill, the nonprofit that last year provided re-training, vocational and rehabilitation services to 3,700 St. Louis area veterans.

With Post Traumatic Stress Disorder dominating many conversations about returning  Afghan and Iraqi war vets,  the limitation often centers – unfairly Wheeler contends - on the psychological fallout of armed combat.

“You need to be a bit uninformed to buy into that,” Wheeler said.

The pluses a veteran can bring to the job, of course, far outnumber the minuses.

More than most, Owen knows what it means to be a team player. And having been stationed around the world, it certainly can't be argued that he isn't flexible.

Wheeler, however, isn't convinced most businesses appreciate what an employee of Owen's caliber can bring to the job.

He fears the outside economic factors beyond the control of veterans -- coupled with the end of American involvement in Iraq, the draw down in Afghanistan, and the threat of budget cuts thinning the ranks of the military -- means the job gap will not disappear anytime soon.

“It's going to be with us for a very long time,” Wheeler predicted. “Or at least until society accepts the challenge to do something about it.”

Wounded military seeking smoother transition to VA system, civilian life

By Robert Koenig, Beacon Washington correspondent 

5:05 pm on Wed, 03.28.12

WASHINGTON – As thousands of disabled or wounded Americans leave the military after service in Iraq or Afghanistan, pressure is building on government agencies and volunteer groups to improve their often difficult transition back to civilian life.

That movement from active service to the VA system and civilian work is often confusing, hard to navigate and time-consuming, some witnesses complained at a House Veterans Affairs subcommittee hearing on Wednesday.

“Some recovering warriors experience lengthy delays in their attempt to navigate through the [transition] system, while others are rushed through without receiving the proper medical attention they need,” said panel chairman U.S. Rep. Jon Runyan, R-NJ.

Among the witnesses was Eric Greitens, a St. Louis native and former Navy Seal who heads the Mission Continues nonprofit that engages veterans in public service, urged support for programs like his that connect vets to their communities.

 “For veterans to transition successfully, communities across America must begin to recognize the service they still have to give,” said Greitens. “We believe that when the story of this generation of veterans is written, it will not only be a story of the wars they have fought overseas; it will also be a story of the homes built, the parks restored, the young minds engaged by veterans whose mission continues here at home.”

He told lawmakers that the George Warren Brown School of Social Work at Washington University in St. Louis had found that nearly 80 percent of the Mission Continues participants “felt that serving in the community had a positive effect on their future employability, performance, and promotion.” Many were able to transfer some military skills to civilian employment.

U.S. Rep. Russ Carnahan, D-St. Louis, a member of the subcommittee, had high praise for the Mission Continues. He said in an interview that “we need to get the transition right” for “the new generation of veterans coming home with a combination of training and skills, along with unique challenges.”

Even though there have been strong efforts to make the government more responsive in helping with the transition to civilian life, Carnahan said more should be done “to be sure that they are getting the right information at the right time.”

A new survey of more than 4,200 members of the Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of America found that employment, mental health, disability benefits, health care and education were their top concerns. Nearly 17 percent said they were unemployed when they took the survey in January.

Ken Fisher, who heads the Fisher House Foundation – which helps hospitalized vets and their families – told the panel that “there has been progress” in helping ease the transition, but complained that improvements have been “not nearly fast enough.” Fisher was a member of the Dole-Shalala Commission, which in 2007 called for fundamental changes in the care management and disability systems.

In response, the Pentagon and the VA established the disability evaluation system – now known as the integrated disability evaluation system, or IDES – which combined the military health exam required when a service member is discharged with the previously separate VA disabilities assessment exam. IDES is now used at 139 Defense Department and VA locations, but has not yet been fully implemented.

John Medve, who heads the VA office in charge of better coordination with the Defense Department, told the panel that IDES has led to “more consistent evaluations, faster decisions, and timely benefits delivery for those medically retired or separated.”  While IDES has “eliminated many of the sequential and duplicative processes” in the system, Medve conceded that “there is more to be done” to simplify the transition.

Other members of the Disability Assistance subcommittee said at the hearing that the system needs further improvements. “We must make every effort to focus our resources toward assisting transitioning service members with the comprehensive, coordinated care and benefits they deserve,” said the panel’s ranking Democrat, Rep. Jerry McNerney, D-Calif.

The focus on easing the transition for disabled or wounded vets is just one area that lawmakers are scrutinizing. Last year, Congress passed the “VOW to Hire Heroes Act,” which directed the VA and the Labor Department to create a veterans retraining assistance program, scheduled to begin on July 1. It aims to provide retraining for veterans hardest hit by current economic conditions.

Carnahan said the Mission Continues group “has established an important niche in transitioning service members.” Greitens, author of a book, “The Heart and the Fist,” about his transition from the Navy Seals to humanitarian work with veterans, said that Mission Continues supports fellows “whose commitment to our country did not end on the battlefield.”

“We have a tendency to rely on PTSD figures, unemployment statistics, and suicide rates to tell us how our veterans are transitioning from the military to civilian life,” said Greitens. “But these statistics do not tell the whole story. These statistics do not capture a veteran’s desire to continue to serve and the willingness to lead in communities upon their return.”

Kansas City Occupiers worried they may be forced to leave

KSHB - By: Amy Hawley
Posted: 03/28/2012, Last Updated: 12 hours and 56 minutes ago

KANSAS CITY, Mo. - Occupy Kansas City protesters said they hold a record no other group like them does in the country. 
    
However, the Kansas City Missouri Police Department does not seem to be impressed and its officers are taking action. 

You may have thought Occupy KC protesters went away with the winter but they said they have stayed in tents protesting longer than any other Occupy group in the country. 

In fact, they said their numbers are increasing. 

But Kansas City police asked them Tuesday and Wednesday to take down their structures in Penn Valley Park. 
           
Police told protesters they could stay but the tent city has to go. 
           
Occupiers said police interrupted their general assembly held in "their town". 
             
They worry police are preparing to kick occupiers out for good when Rockfest sets up in Penn Valley Park in a few weeks. 

"They think that maybe we'll leave but we're not going anywhere. We've been here for 182 days. The longest standing occupy in the country. Occupy Wall Street came first, we came second. They got closed down and we've never been closed down," said Occupy KC protester Pi. 

Both police and the city said they have been very lenient with the mostly cooperative group. 
        
The city attorney's office said there are limitations even in a public space. They said ordinances prohibit camping, cooking and collecting trash in Penn Valley. 
         
Those ordinances and Rockfest's permit may ultimately force the group to leave. 
         
Occupiers said until "Goldman Sachs gets out of the White House" they'll be there in full force in their sleeping bags. 

MO GOP claims big victories in wake of filing deadline

The Kansas City Star - Steve Kraske
March 28

The Missouri Republican Party says it will continue to hold an outright majority in the state Senate in the wake of Tuesday's candidate filing deadline for the 2012 elections.

And they are confident of their prospects in the House.

The GOP said in the Senate, Republicans currently hold 13 seats not up for election. In five Senate districts (#15, 23, 27, 29, and 33), there are no Democrat candidates—which will automatically ensure a Republican majority after the 2012 election.

In the State House, 52 districts have no Democrat challenger—meaning that Republicans must only win 30 contested races to maintain a majority. By contrast, Republicans have filed candidates in 134 districts.

The GOP said that three months ago, the Democratic Party claimed to have ‘several potential candidates’ for Missouri’s Congressional Districts. But their fabled pool of “strong candidates” never materialized—and the Missouri Democratic Party has only been able to muster token opposition in all 6 of the Congressional Districts currently held by Republicans. 

Adding to the Democrats’ woes, Congressman Russ Carnahan has chosen to run in the 1st Congressional District, which is currently held by Democrat Congressman Lacy Clay, instead of the open 2nd District seat.

“The Missouri Republican Party and our conservative candidates are in an incredibly strong position for the 2012 election,” said Lloyd Smith, Executive Director of the Missouri Republican Party.

“The failure of the Missouri Democratic Party to compete for control of the General Assembly or field strong candidates in 6 Congressional Districts makes it clear that Democrats across the state are terrified of appearing on the same ballot as Barack Obama.”

Large crop of SW Missouri candidates file for August primary races

More than 40 file for seats in southwest Missouri races

Written by Josh Nelson – Springfield News-Leader
5:13 AM, Mar. 29, 2012

JEFFERSON CITY — The number of candidates seeking elected office in southwest Missouri again is tilting significantly toward Republicans, which has created a number of primary races in several House Districts.

The filing period for office started Feb. 28, and ended Tuesday evening. Statewide, more than 570 people signed up to appear on the August primary ballot. In southwest Missouri, more than 40 people filed for 16 seats in the state House of Representatives alone.

Eight of those districts will have GOP primary. Only one district in Springfield will have a Democratic primary. Some former lawmakers said the number of primaries seems higher than in previous elections.

“Well, we never had that many, I think,” said former state Rep. B.J. Marsh, Springfield Republican.

The primary push also applies to the 7th Congressional District seat, where U.S. Rep. Billy Long of Springfield will face an intra-party challenge.

Michael Moon, a tea party activist from Springfield who ran for the seat in 2010, and Tom Stilson, a 24-year-old Stanford University alumnus and Ozark High School graduate.

Some area political activists pointed to the recent redistricting process, which dramatically shifted the lines for many of the House and Senate seats, as part of the reason for the the interest from candidates. There are also four open seats in the area because the current incumbents are either barred from running again due to term limits or because they have chosen to run for a different office.

Springfield Reps. Sara Lampe, a Democrat, and Charlie Denison, a Republican, are both term-limited. Rep. Shane Schoeller, a Republican from Willard, is opting to run instead for Secretary of State.

Lampe is also running for Lieutenant Governor. Denison is running for Greene County Commission.

Rep. Ray Weter, R-Ozark, also facing term limits, said he will run for a seat on the Christian County Commission.

Current Republicans Reps. Thomas Long of Battlefield, Kevin Elmer of Nixa and Sandy Crawford of Buffalo all face primaries after their district were changed.

 Marsh said he thinks the current anti-incumbent climate may be contributing to more people wanting to run for office.

“I think from my own viewpoint, people are tired of this partisan politics,” he said. “There’s too much emphasis on the party and not enough on the constituents back home.”

The one Democratic primary is in Springfield’s 133rd House District. Incumbent Republican Eric Burlison is unopposed in his party. Democrats Nicholas Ivan Ladendorf and Richard Buchli are vying to challenge Burlison in the November election.

Democrats fielded candidates in six of the 11 House seats up for election this year in Greene and Christian counties. In the 7th District race, Republic resident Jim Evans, a former Springfield high school math and science teacher, filed to run.

Libertarians Kevin Craig of Powersite filed to run for Congress and Jake Wilburn of Republic filed to run for the state House.

The only state Senate seat up for election this year is the redrawn District 29, which includes Taney, Stone and Lawrence counties.

Four Republicans filed for that seat, including Rep. David Sater of Cassville.

Incumbent Sen. Jack Goodman, R-Mount Vernon, is term-limited. For a listing of all the races, go to www.sos.mo.gov.

Freedom Inc. may face more sanctions

The Kansas City Star - Steve Kraske
March 28

Freedom Inc., the prominent east-side political club, apparently is still in hot water.

Sources tell Midwest Democracy that the Missouri Ethics Commission is considering thousands of dollars in additional penalties against the organization that could threaten the club's financial viability.

Any announcement of those sanctions could still be months off.

The talk comes just a week after the Ethics Commission fined Freedom's former secretary for pocketing potentially thousands of dollars in club funds. In addition, the former president of Freedom Inc., Craig Bland, was fined for signing club checks he was not authorized to sign.

And former treasurer Carl Evans was penalized for failing to keep accurate records.

Political insiders say the possible fine against Freedom could range as high as $250,000, although the number most often mentioned is $200,000. Clinton Adams, a lawyer representing Freedom, declined comment.

Typically, the Ethics Commission levies a dollar fine, but accepts a 10 percent payment with the provision that the obligation is met if no other problems crop up within two years.

But even a $20,000 penalty could devastate Freedom, which reported $1,374 in its bank account as of Dec. 31

Freedom, which has long fought for African American representation at all levels of government, clearly is facing a day of reckoning. That could lead to a dissolution of the current organization and the creation of a new one with new leaders -- or no political club at all.

Democratic candidates, such as Sen. Claire McCaskill of Missouri, will need a big turnout on Kansas City's east side in November. For her, Freedom's struggles surely are a growing concern. 

Mo. gov. says extra federal money could help blind 

Southeast Missourian - By DAVID A. LIEB  (Associated Press)
Mar 28, 8:02 PM EDT

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- Missouri Gov. Jay Nixon said Wednesday that his administration has identified some additional federal money that could help avoid cuts to a program that provides health care benefits to the blind.

Nixon's budget director said the state now expects to receive $18 million more in federal Medicaid money than anticipated when the governor outlined a budget in January. Nixon is recommending that $17.75 million of that be used to help avert the blind benefit cuts that were included in a budget plan passed last week by the House.

"This is the right thing to do, and I look forward to working with the Senate to fully restore this critical program," Nixon said in a statement.

The Senate Appropriations Committee is to begin hearings Monday on the $24 billion budget plan passed by the House for the 2013 fiscal year.

That House plan would eliminate a $30 million program that provides health care to 2,858 blind residents who earn at least $9,060 a year, which is too much to qualify for the state's traditional Medicaid health care program for the poor. Instead, the House budget provides $6 million for a new, slimmed-down blind aid program. House Republicans say the cuts would bring the blind benefits more in line with those available to other disabled residents and are necessary to avoid making a cut that Nixon had proposed to public colleges and universities.

House Majority Leader Tim Jones called Nixon's proposed budget additions "political maneuvering" in reaction to the House.

"We just passed the budget out last week. It would have helpful to have that information in our possession," said Jones, R-Eureka.

In addition to the blind aid program, Nixon recommended that $225,000 from the Medicaid funds be used for an analysis of Missouri's military bases to help guard against potential reductions if the federal government launches a new round of base closures and realignments.

The governor also formally requested that lawmakers add to the budget $50 million from a potential federal grant to improve the state's Medicaid computer systems. House Republicans had refused to include the money in the budget, partly because some lawmakers feared it could be used to lay the groundwork to implement a health insurance exchange under the new federal health care law.

Nixon's budget director, Linda Luebbering, said Wednesday that there is no intent to use the money to enable a health insurance exchange to be set up. Rather, she said the money would update a severely outdated system so that Medicaid recipients can file information online and state workers can do a better job of fighting Medicaid fraud.

Senate Appropriations Committee Chairman Kurt Schaefer, R-Columbia, said he supports inserting the federal Medicaid grant into the state budget. Schaefer said he needs to look over the recommendation for an analysis of military bases and made no commitment when he met with the governor Wednesday on whether he would restore the House cut to the blind benefits.

He said the Senate first must decide whether it wants to pass other measures to enhance state revenues, such as a tax amnesty program that would generate money by waiving interest and penalties for delinquent taxpayers who finally pay up. If that bill does not pass, then more budget cuts will be necessary, he said.

"It's hard for me to make solid commitments on certain things until I have an overall idea of how this budget is going to work out," Schaefer said.

State Rep. Sara Lampe, the ranking Democrat on the House Budget Committee, said she was pleased that Nixon's administration identified some additional federal Medicaid money.

"I am thrilled it's going to services for those who are blind, and I am glad it's at the beginning of the budget process for the Senate, because hopefully they'll be able to incorporate that," said Lampe, of Springfield.

---

Associated Press writer Chris Blank contributed to this report.

Gov. Nixon seeks to preserve blind health care program

The Kansas City Star - Jason Hancock
March 28

JEFFERSON CITY | Gov. Jay Nixon announced today that thanks to additional Medicaid earnings he is requesting the Missouri Senate add nearly $18 million to the budget to maintain a health care program for the blind. 

The program, which currently totals around $28 million, was cut from the budget by the House in order to avoid another year of cuts to higher education. Nixon has repeatedly blasted the plan.

"These additional funds will be available to assist the Senate in fully restoring our health care program for the blind and ensuring that 2,800 needy blind Missourians continue to receive the vital services they need," the governor said in a statement. "This is the right thing to do, and I look forward to working with the Senate to fully restore this critical program."

The House budget included a scaled-down version of the health care program that would only cost the state $6 million and would cover an estimated 600 individuals. 

Senate President Pro Tem Rob Mayer, a Dexter Republican, said the appropriations committee will begin work on the House's version of the budget next week. 

Nixon filed two other budget amendments in addition to the one aimed at the blind health care program. One would use a $50 million federal grant to purchase and implement a new computerized enrollment system for the state Medicaid program. The second uses $250,000 from the additional Medicaid earnings to analyze the impact of Missouri's military bases on the nation's military readiness and economy.

During debate in the House over the budget, Republican balked at accepting the $50 million grant. Some legislators saw it as a back-door way for the governor to implement a key provision in the federal health care law -- a health insurance exchange. 

Nixon finds $17.75M for blind aid program

St. Louis Post-Dispatch - BY ELIZABETH CRISP 
Posted: Wednesday, March 28, 2012 5:23 pm 

JEFFERSON CITY • Missouri Gov. Jay Nixon has come up with an additional $17.75 million to help fund a health care program for the blind.

According to the Office of Budget and Planning, the money is available because of additional Medicaid earnings that were not anticipated. The proposal, which is about $10 million shy of fully funding the blind aid program, has been submitted to the Senate as a governor’s amendment to a $24 billion spending plan the House approved last week.

The Republican-controlled House had pulled funding for the program, which serves about 2,800 blind Missourians, to stave off cuts to higher education.

In a statement Wednesday, Nixon, a Democrat, said he will work with the Senate to restore full funding.

“We will live within our means to keep the state’s fiscal house in order and to protect vital priorities, such as health care for needy blind Missourians,” he said.

Governor wants to add $68 million to state budget

Missouri News Horizon - Posted by: Dick Aldrich 
March 28, 2012
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo — As the state Senate prepares to come up with its version of the state budget, Governor Nixon wants to add another $68 million to the pot.

State Budget Director Linda Luebbering announced Wednesday that the state had applied for an additional federal grant for mental health services under Medicaid. When the grant comes through, Luebbering says that will free up $18 million from general revenue money.

Luebbering has filed two Governor’s amendments with the Senate Appropriations Committee, one to place $17.75 million in to health care services for the blind, with the remaining $250,000 to fund a study on the impact of Missouri’s military bases to the nation’s military readiness and economy.

Nixon issued a statement late Wednesday afternoon in which he said restoring services for the blind is a key priority for his administration.

“These additional funds will be available assist the Senate in fully restoring our health care program for the blind and ensuring that 2,800 needy blind Missourians continue to receive the vital services they need,” wrote Nixon. “This is the right thing to do, and I look forward to working with the Senate to fully restore this critical program.”

The House of Representatives had taken $28 million from the medical services for the blind budget item and used the money as part of its restoration of $106 million in cuts the governor proposed in the state’s higher education budget.

Luebbering also offered a third amendment to Senate budget writers. It’s a $50 million federal grant that will be used to implement a new computer-driven enrollment system for state health care programs. The grant had come up in last week’s House debate on the budget, but House Budget Committee chair, Rep. Ryan Silvey, said he was leary of taking the money, thinking it may be part the national health care initiative.

Missouri lawmakers are rethinking prevailing-wage system

Labor opposes Missouri measure that would probably lower wages on public projects and one that would cut number of investigators.

Kansas City Star - By JASON HANCOCK, The Star’s Jefferson City correspondent
Updated: 2012-03-29T03:35:19Z 

JEFFERSON CITY -- Missouri lawmakers are weighing two measures that have drawn strong criticism from organized labor.

One would change the way prevailing wages are calculated for government projects. The other would cut in half the number of state workers who investigate employers who may be violating child labor, overtime and wage laws.

While the two measures technically are unconnected, critics contend the move to cut state inspectors is actually an attempt to undermine prevailing-wage law.

“If you have a law but you don’t actually enforce it, that’s the way to get around their failure to get rid of prevailing wage legislatively,” said Senate Minority Leader Victor Callahan, an Independence Democrat.

If the staffing cuts go through, the Division of Labor Standards would have three investigators to police the entire state. 

Republican lawmakers have unsuccessfully fought to rework the prevailing-wage system in Missouri for years, and the latest attempt was once again delayed by a Democratic-led filibuster on Wednesday.

Missouri’s prevailing-wage law establishes a minimum wage rate that must be paid to workers on public construction projects, such as bridges, roads and government buildings. 

The prevailing-wage rate differs by county and for different types of work. For example, a carpenter in Jackson County must receive $36 an hour, plus benefits, while the same job in Nodaway County would only demand $29 an hour plus benefits. 

But legislation sponsored by Senate President Pro Tem Rob Mayer would change the way the prevailing wage is calculated by basing it on the median hourly estimated wage in a county as determined by the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. 

Currently, the wage is based on surveys conducted by the Missouri Department of Labor for every county. 

Mayer, a Dexter Republican, argued that the law is causing some public projects to be deferred. 

“If we align the prevailing wage more with what the wages actually are in out-state counties, you’ll see a lot more public works construction going on,” Mayer said. 

• • • 

The move to cut the number of labor investigators in half came during a debate over the state’s budget in the House. 

Majority Leader Tim Jones, a Eureka Republican, argued that the department is overstaffed for the amount of work it must do. He sponsored an amendment shifting $160,000 out of labor and into the state’s public defenders’ system instead.

The amendment was part of the $24 billion budget the House sent to the Senate for consideration. 

“I am very happy to cut some waste out of Department of Labor’s excessive inspector budget and send the money to our overwhelmed public defenders,” Jones said. 

David Kendrick, an official with the Greater Kansas City Building and Construction Trades Council, called the move “completely irresponsible.”

“It’s just taking the cops off the beat,” Kendrick said. “If you don’t have anyone to enforce the law, people are going to stop abiding by the law.”

In 2011, investigators found 191 violations of child labor laws. The state recovered $1.1 million for workers resulting from prevailing-wage violations, and $97,000 for workers who had not been paid the legal minimum wage.

The possible loss of half the state’s wage inspectors came up repeatedly this week as thousands of labor supporters gathered for a rally at the Missouri Capitol. 

Democratic Rep. Jacob Hummel of St. Louis slammed the move while addressing the crowd.

“They tell us those inspectors are not needed,” said Hummel, a member of the International Brotherhood of Electric Workers. “You know where they were needed? They were needed on a National Guard base outside of Springfield where a company was caught hiring 30 illegal immigrants on the job.” 

Hummel was referring to an investigation of HTH Companies Inc., a Union, Mo.-based company.

But company CEO Greg Hoberock said Hummel’s allegations were wrong.

A spokeswoman for the Missouri Department of Labor said last year that the agency received a tip about possible violations at Hoberock’s company and sent investigatorse. 

Hoberock, however, told The Star that his company isn’t in violation of any state labor laws and hasn’t been cited for anything. He said he has not heard from federal officials in at least six months on the issue of illegal immigrants. 

“We cooperated fully with authorities,” he said, adding that the company uses the E-Verify database to determine whether his employees can work legally in the United States.

The state labor department could not be reached for comment Wednesday about the investigation.

Hoberock is a long-time critic of prevailing-wage laws who has donated thousands of dollars to Republican candidates and political committees over the last decade.

Since the state has been facing a budget shortfall, Hoberock said, he’s pleased that the House is considering cutbacks at the Labor Department. 

“Public defenders have been underfunded for years,” he said. “We need to figure out what the fundamental responsibility of government is, and I would put public defenders and education far ahead of wage inspectors.” 

• • • 

Hoberock traveled to Jefferson City this week for debate on Mayer’s prevailing-wage legislation. The bill would exempt counties that receive federal disaster assistance from the prevailing wage and would rework how the wage is calculated across the state, among other provisions. 

“The current system is bad public policy,” Hoberock said. “I’ll keep beating my drum.” 

As for the provision exempting disaster areas from the law, Mayer pointed at Joplin, insisting that high wages are slowing down progress on rebuilding the tornado-ravaged city. 

“At the end of the day, there will be a good wage in place,” Mayer said. “Anyone who can make $22 to $25 an hour plus benefits, I don’t see that as being a bad wage.”

But Callahan argued that lower wages could hamper disaster recovery and result in substandard construction. He pointed to a study by the University of Missouri-Kansas City which concluded that repealing the prevailing wage would increase occupational injuries and their associated costs, as well as boost construction work done by out-of-state contractors.

“The people of Joplin have been through a horrific disaster, and they need to rebuild,” Callahan said. “Why would we want to pay them less or open the door to out-of-state contractors?”

Meanwhile, Callahan said he expects funding for the child labor law and wage investigators to be restored by the Senate, which is what happened last year after similar efforts to cut the division’s budget. The full state budget would then go to a conference committee to work out differences with the House version. 

House Budget Chairman Ryan Silvey, a Kansas City Republican, would likely be a member of the conference committee. He was one of nine Republicans who voted against Jones’ amendment to eliminate the investigator positions.

Mo. senator says unions manipulate prevailing wage 

Southeast Missourian - By WES DUPLANTIER (Associated Press)
Mar 28, 8:21 PM EDT

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- The leader of the Missouri Senate on Wednesday accused the state labor department of improperly working with unions to manipulate wages paid on public works projects.

The state calculates an annual "prevailing wage" for various construction trades in each county based on surveys of wages already paid on jobs. During Senate debate on legislation to modify the state's prevailing wage laws, Senate President Pro Tem Rob Mayer passed out copies of emails between officials from several labor unions and a prevailing wage analyst at the labor department.

"After looking over several pieces of these documents, it seems to me that the department and the different labor groups actually are in collusion" to manipulate wage rates in some counties, said Mayer, R-Dexter.

Some of the emails show union officials asking department employee Brenda Hentges how many hours had been reported to the survey for specific trades in several counties. They also asked for details about which contractor had reported the hours and what projects those hours were related to.

But others, Mayer said, show the department makes an extra effort to include union-reported hours in the annual calculation of prevailing wage rates.

In one exchange on Feb. 8, an official from the Kansas City-based Builders' Association emailed Hentges with the number of hours worked at certain wages.

"Attached are the hours for December 2011. As in the previous email I sent we are still getting in late hours," the official wrote. "When will the preliminary report be done? Sorry to be a pain I guess I just got really spoiled when Jim was there...lol."

"Jim" apparently refers to another labor department employee who used to receive such emails.

A few minutes later that same day, Hentges wrote back to say that no preliminary report would be issued. Instead only a final report would be issued.

"If the hours make a impact we will do everything to get the hours entered," she wrote.

In an interview later Wednesday, Mayer said he defines collusion as: "a secret agreement between two or more persons for a fraudulent or deceitful purpose."

None of the emails show or refer to any explicit agreement between the department and the unions. But Mayer said there may be an unofficial agreement, even if it isn't spelled out in the emails he distributed.

He said the labor department wants to include more hours from unions than from non-union contractors so that the prevailing wage rates more closely resemble union wage rates.

"That's not the way that part was set up to function and certainly not the way prevailing wage laws were set up to function," Mayer said.

In an email Wednesday to The Associated Press, labor department spokeswoman Amy Susan did not directly respond to questions about Mayer's accusations about collusion. She said: "Information submitted for the annual wage survey is public information and the department provides that information to anyone that requests it."

Mayer said in an interview that he did not know if any non-union contractors had requested similar information from the labor department.

The emails Mayer distributed showed officials from multiple unions contacting Hentges. Messages left by the AP with several of those unions were not returned Wednesday. One official reached by the AP declined to comment.

---

The prevailing wage bill is SB439.

---

Online:

Legislature: http://www.moga.mo.gov 

Not all home care aides regulated by the state

By Melissa Miller - Southeast Missourian
Thursday, March 29, 2012

After infested bedsores were found covering much of an 79-year-old Cape Girardeau woman last fall, her live-in caregiver faced criminal charges in connection with her death. 

Authorities believe substandard care provided by Sherrie Coomer, 53, of Patton, Mo., contributed to the woman's death from a sepsis infection. 

This week, Coomer pleaded guilty to a charge of second-degree involuntary manslaughter, said Cape Girardeau County assistant prosecutor Angel Woodruff. Coomer will be sentenced April 23 and faces from one year in the county jail to up to four years in state prison. 

According to court records, Coomer was paid by the victim to stay with her 24 hours a day, seven days a week and perform daily tasks such as grooming and bathing. 

Home health companies that provide similar services for patients on Medicare and Medicaid must meet strict licensing and training requirements, but private-duty home care providers like Coomer are not regulated by the state. 

"A similar incident in southwest Missouri many years ago prompted the legislators to take a look at possibly mandating licensure, but there was such a huge outcry from these individuals and their clients that they did not push any further," said Teresa McCulloch, CEO of the Visiting Nurse Association of Southeast Missouri. 

Hiring an individual privately, rather than through a home health company, may be less expensive, but that's because they don't face the same regulations for criminal background checks, drug screening or training that licensed companies do, said McCulloch, who is a member of the Missouri Home Health Advisory Council and a board member of the Missouri Council for In Home Services. 

According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, home health aides who work for a certified home health provider earned a mean hourly wage of $10.49 in 2011, while personal aides earned a mean hourly wage of $9.88. 

Home health aides with licensed companies are required to have 20 hours of classroom training and then go through an supervised field training program, McCulloch said. 

Aides are trained about elder abuse, neglect and exploitation as well as how to spot skin ulcers, like the ones that became infected in Coomer's patient. 

The number of elder abuse cases reported is increasing each year, according to the Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services. Initial reports of elder abuse, neglect and financial exploitation have risen from 12,177 in 2006 to 17,718 in 2010. 

Along with proper training, supervision is also important in ensuring the safety of clients, McCulloch said. 

Medicare and Medicaid require a supervisor to visit aides to observe them working and also requires a supervisor to visit patients when no aides are there in case they don't feel comfortable talking in front of them. 

"When you hire a home care aide privately, the client or their family needs to be sure they know what they are getting and they need to provide the supervision for their family member. As the saying goes ... let the buyer beware," McCulloch said. 

Home health care spending is on the rise in the U.S. as the baby boomer generation ages. 

In 2010, U.S. spending on home health care services increased 6.2 percent from the previous year for a total of $70.2 billion, according to the National Health Expenditure report released in January by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services. Home health spending increased at a greater rate than spending on hospital care, physician services, prescription drugs or nursing facilities. 

When it comes to selecting a private home health aide, Mary Schantz, executive director of the Missouri Alliance for Home Care, compares the process to parents selecting their first baby sitter. 

"I tell families to ask all kinds of questions and don't be afraid to drop in unexpected and surprise them and see what's going on," Schantz said. For those without family nearby, she suggests they ask a neighbor or friend to come over when their home health worker is there. 

There are advantages to using a home health company over someone who is working on their own, she said. "When you hire somebody off the street, even if they turn out to be a great worker, the chances are they are going to have days when they're sick or their children are sick and they can't show up for work," Schantz said. "A health care company offers backup. You know we'll send an equally qualified person in their place." 

Another advantage of using a company is that it can send more staff when, for example, it would be difficult for one person to get a patient out of bed, Schantz said. 

There is often a fine line whether home care or a nursing facility is the best choice for a patient, Schantz and McCulloch said. 

mmiller@semisourian.com 

388-3646 

Pertinent address: 

45 S Mount Auburn Road, Cape Girardeau, MO 

Will offender list change?

Officials concerned about move to allow some names to come off sex offender registry

Written by Jess Rollins – Springfield News-Leader
5:16 AM, Mar. 29, 2012  

Some Greene County law officials watch with unease as Missouri lawmakers move toward legislation that would allow some people eventually to be removed from the state’s sex offender registry.

On Tuesday, the GOP-led Missouri House gave first-round approval to the bill.

Under the legislation, several offenses no longer would require state registration, including promoting obscenity and furnishing pornographic materials. In other cases, people could petition a state trial judge to be removed from the registry if they meet certain requirements. Petitions for removal could be filed after 20 years for those convicted of particularly serious offenses such as forcible rape, forcible sodomy or child molestation.

Unhappy with that provision, Sheriff Jim Arnott and Prosecutor Dan Patterson both said people convicted of forcible sex crimes and other serious offenses should remain on the registry for life.

Arnott said the registry is a valuable tool for both the public and for law enforcement.

“It allows us to track and be aware of who is in our area,” he said.

Patterson did acknowledge though, that not all sex offenses should be “painted with the same, broad brush.”

“It makes sense that there would be some mechanism for review,” he said.

Besides allowing people to be removed from the registry, the legislation also would exclude juveniles who are required to register as sex offenders from the public list posted online. The measure needs another vote before moving to the state Senate.

The Associated Press contributed to this report.

Proposed law may help some sex offenders get off registry 

St. Louis Post-Dispatch - BY VALERIE SCHREMP HAHN 
Posted: Thursday, March 29, 2012 4:15 am 

Some sex offenders would no longer have to be on a public registry under a bill passed Wednesday in the Missouri House.

The sponsor of the bill, Rodney Schad, R-Versailles, said that only about 5 percent of sexual offenders ever reoffend, and that many of the offenders are guilty of simply being, "young, dumb and stupid." He said people found guilty of offenses like public urination have been put into the same shunned category as pedophiles and child rapists.

"So when we get on the website, we look and we see all these offenders living around us. It has desensitized us to who the true dangers of society are," he said. "We want to go back to the original intent of this bill."

House Bill 1700 would remove some offenders from the registry, such as those guilty of promoting obscenity, second- and third-degree sexual misconduct, such as exposing oneself, or furnishing pornographic materials to minors. The bill received near unanimous and overwhelmingly bipartisan support in the Republican-controlled House and now advances to the Senate.

Supporters argue the current registry creates an undue burden on some offenders, who have struggled to find jobs or faced harassment from neighbors. They also say it creates a burden on law enforcement officials, who are charged with keeping track of the offenders. About 12,000 people are on the state's registry. The new law could cut as many as 5,000 people in its first year and 1,000 each year after, according to a study.

The changes also would allow more offenders to petition to get off the registry after 10 or 20 years from the registration date, depending on the offense. The proposed changes would broaden the pool of those who can ask for removal.

Some defense attorneys fear that while the proposed bill is an improvement, it will not do enough. As things stand now, judges rarely allow petitioners off the list, attorneys say.

"Emotions are going to win over medicine," said Matthew Fry, a Clayton-based defense attorney. "What sex offender who can't find a job is going to be able to pay the legal fees to get off the registry?"

One tweak to the law might help offenders struggling to find work, Schad said. The proposal would remove the offender's work or school address, and a physical description of the offender's vehicles. Schad said some employers are reluctant to hire sex offenders because they know the address of their business will be listed on the site.

The state sex offender registry took effect in 1995. Critics say decisions in higher courts and federal laws have made it unclear since then which types of offenses require registration and for how long.

Even some prosecutors agree that changes are needed.

"Over the years, things keep getting added and added, and it's out of control," said St. Louis County Prosecuting Attorney Robert McCulloch, president of the Missouri Association of Prosecuting attorneys.

Julie Lawson, executive director of the Crime Victim Advocacy Center of St. Louis, said it may surprise some people, but she supports the changes.

"It removes the people who probably shouldn't be on this list," she said. "While it may seem that we are loosening the grip, right now the system is watered down with people who are not really a threat to us."

Zachary Wilson, development director for the Missouri Coalition Against Domestic and Sexual Violence, said the group is watching the legislation but doesn't have an official stance on it. He said that if people are coming off the list, there needs to be a way of evaluating whether the people are a threat to the community.

Ed Postawko, warrant officer for St. Louis Circuit Court and an assistant circuit attorney, considers the changes part of the registry's evolution. He tells others that the registry is a source of information and should not be the only tool used to protect children.

"Most sex offenses are committed by relatives, friends, people who know the victim," he said. "The best source of protections are the concerned adults in the kid's life."

The current bill also has evolved. A similar bill proposed last year never got a final vote. An earlier version of this year's bill proposed putting sexual offenders in a tiered system.

Those with offenses deemed to be less serious would not have been searchable on a public website but would have been visible to law enforcement agencies. It also would have created a sexual offender classification board to evaluate and classify those required to register. But Schad said the state would not have had enough qualified mental health professionals to do the evaluations. So the earlier version was scrapped, with the current proposal still allowing for some changes.

One St. Charles man, 40, who asked not be identified, pleaded guilty to a misdemeanor sexual misconduct charge in 1998, when he was 24. Under the new bill, he would be eligible to petition to get off the registry right away. He says that he cannot hold down a job and that visitation with his 14-year-old daughter has been extremely limited because of his status. The offense involved a 17-year-old girl he met through a dating service.

"Once you're on it, it affects everything you do," he said. "I'm always looking over my shoulder, always wondering who is going to find out, what the reaction will be, are they going to set me up for some kind of assault because I'm some sex offender. So I just keep to myself."

Elizabeth Crisp of the Post-Dispatch contributed to this report.

Settlement reached in Mo. LGBT web-filtering case 

By HEATHER HOLLINGSWORTH (Associated Press)
Mar 28, 8:18 PM EDT

KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) -- The American Civil Liberties Union said Wednesday it has settled a lawsuit with a central Missouri school district whose Internet filtering software was blocking access to nonsexual websites about lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender issues.

The ACLU said the Camdenton R-III School District has agreed to stop blocking the sites, submit to monitoring for 18 months to confirm compliance and pay $125,000 in legal fees and costs. Joshua Block, the staff attorney for the ACLU's Lesbian Gay Bisexual Transgender & AIDS Project, said the Camdenton school board has approved the consent agreement that was filed with the court Wednesday, where it is awaiting a judge's signature.

As part of a national campaign, the ACLU sued the district last summer in federal court in Jefferson City on behalf of organizations whose websites had been blocked. The blocked organizations include the Matthew Shepard Foundation and Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays National, a Washington, D.C.-based advocacy group.

Block said no one want to expose schoolchildren to sexually explicit content. He said the problem was that the Camdenton district used filtering software to block purely educational sites.

"Our allegations were never that the school from Day One put this system in place with the premeditated desire to discriminate," Block said. "But once the censorship was brought to their attention, we allege that they did refuse to fix it because they didn't want to be sort of accused of making gay websites more available."

However, the district's attorney, Thomas Mickes, said he thought the district eventually would have prevailed but that continuing to fight the lawsuit would cost "a ton of money."

"I think public education should operate in what is in the best interest of children and not to cave into demands to avoid lawsuits when what you are doing is in the best interest of kids," Mickes said. "I think the Camdenton school district showed a great deal of courage, the school board, the administration."

The district's case took a hit last month when U.S. District Judge Nanette Laughrey issued a preliminary injunction, barring the district from using Internet filtering software to restrict access to educational LGBT sites.

Central to the case was the district's use of URLBlacklist.com to categorize websites in combination with software the district customized. URLBlacklist.com took steps last month to re-categorize sites, but before the changes took effect it had been placing many sites expressing a positive view toward LGBT individuals into its "sexuality" category, which Camdenton blocks. Laughrey noted that sites expressing a negative view toward LGBT individuals fell into the "religion" category, which Camdenton does not block.

The Camdenton School District allows students or employees to submit a request for access to a blocked website. School officials then view the site and decide whether to override the filtering service.

Laughrey had said in granting the preliminary injunction that the system doesn't go far enough because it "stigmatizes, or at least burdens, websites expressing a positive view toward LGBT individuals."

There was no immediate response to an email sent to URLBlacklist.com and no phone number was listed on the site. However, there was an apology posted on the site last month, noting that efforts were being made to remove sites that had been incorrectly categorized as sexual and reduce the likelihood of the "mistake" in the future.

The ACLU first addressed the issue of web filtering in 2009 when it filed suit over access to LGBT websites in the Knoxville and Nashville school districts in Tennessee. The districts ultimately agreed to stop using filtering software to block those sites.

Since then, the organization has received numerous complaints that schools are continuing to block LGBT sites, prompting the national campaign. The ACLU identified the schools it is contacting by working with the Yale Law School on the "Don't Filter Me" campaign, which asked students to check to see if their schools are blocking content by having them look up LGBT sites.

In choosing busts for the state Capitol, Nixon suggests that the honorees be dead, not alive

By Jo Mannies, Beacon political reporter 

12:35 am on Thu, 03.29.12

When it comes to bronze busts in the state Capitol, Missouri Gov. Jay Nixon says it’s time to “set up an orderly process’’ for honoring legitimately historic Missourians and “not these topical, instantaneous people’’ like commentator Rush Limbaugh.

Nixon also observed Wednesday that perhaps the process should lean toward honoring people who have “passed on.”

In other words, died.

The governor offered his thoughts to reporters during a question-answer session while he was in St. Louis to highlight his administration’s efforts to encourage small businesses and job-creation.

Nixon’s observations also came as dozens of people showed up at the Capitol to protest the selection of Limbaugh for the honor. The protesters brought with them petititons signed by 35,000 like-minded people.

The question of which busts to erect in the state Capitol’s Hall of Famous Missourians is a touchy one, because the governor currently has no role in the selection of which of the state’s natives get one. That decision is up to the state’s Speaker of the House, who then must solicit the private money to pay for the creation of the bronze sculptures.

The program was set up 30 years ago, and there’s currently 39 busts on display. State House Speaker Steve Tilley, R-Perryville, has selected three more, and Limbaugh – a native of Cape Girardeau – is among them.

Tilley told the Beacon in an interview a few weeks ago that he was focused on honoring well-known Missourians, not necessarily popular ones. The speaker also asserted that critics of Limbaugh’s selection were "intolerant."

Limbaugh has been under fire for about a month, ever since he called a woman law student a “slut’’ and a “prostitute’’ because he disagreed with her stance in favor of requiring insurance coverage of free contraception.

Nixon said Wednesday that Limbaugh’s comments were “demeaning and wrong and show an insensitivity toward women and have no place in public discourse. That’s not the standard with which you choose whether somebody” is honored.

But most important, said Nixon, is the creation of “good order’’ in the selection procedures.

“It’s gotten a little loose in how the process goes through to choose those folks and that’s why I’ve asked the commissioner of  administration to look into what that process is, and I look forward to talking to legislative leaders,” the governor said.

He then observed, “In the past, the Capitol Commission has talked about requiring the person has ‘passed on’, so it wouldn’t be as topical.’’

In any case, Nixon said the choices for the busts should reflect “very, very high standards….Not these topical instantaneous people.”

While making a point of saying he wasn’t denigrating any of the current honorees, he said the best examples were nationally known people who had made major contributions, such as cartoonist/animator Walt Disney who “did incredible things’’ and “Black Jack Pershing… who led the expeditionary forces in World War I.”

Nixon noted that both had been deceased when they were chosen.

The upshot, said Nixon, was that he wanted to avoid a discussion of who gets selected, and “get a process back in place that takes the momentary excitement out of any of these choices.”

Women's group protests Limbaugh honor in Missouri 

By WES DUPLANTIER (Associated Press)
Mar 28, 8:05 PM EDT

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- Missouri House Speaker Steven Tilley has been getting a lot of deliveries from women's rights groups since his decision to commission a bronze bust of Rush Limbaugh to be placed among other honorees inside the state Capitol's Hall of Famous Missourians.

Two weeks ago, one group wheeled 600 rolls of toilet paper into the middle of his Capitol office, waving signs and telling the speaker to "Flush Rush!"

On Wednesday, another round of protesters marched around the Capitol's north side before piling up pages with about 35,000 petition signatures outside Tilley's third-floor corner office.

The Perryville Republican announced the honor for the conservative radio host days after Limbaugh described a Georgetown law student as a "slut" and a "prostitute" for her testimony about birth control before congressional Democrats. Limbaugh has since apologized for his language.

The protesting groups say Limbaugh's remarks were not just disrespectful to the law student, but to all women. Jessica Peters, a Planned Parenthood volunteer from Kansas City, said the remarks should preclude Limbaugh from having his bust placed in the Hall of Famous Missourians.

"I think that words have a lot of power to them," said Peters, 27. "If we say that it's OK for somebody to call somebody a `slut,' then it's OK for people to use name-calling."

Despite the protests, Tilley hasn't given any indication he's thinking about changing his mind about the honor. Tilley said Limbaugh, who is from Cape Girardeau, is an important - if controversial - figure in Missouri's history.

"He's transformed talk radio, he's the most popular radio personality in the country and he's from our home state of Missouri," Tilley said. "Does he say controversial things? Yes. Does he say provocative things? Yes. Does he say things that I disagree with? Yes. But he certainly has been successful."

Limbaugh himself does not appear to have commented on Tilley's decision, or the backlash that followed its announcement. In an emailed statement Wednesday, Premiere Networks, which syndicates Limbaugh's weekday radio show, took a neutral stance.

"Premiere Networks remains committed to providing its listeners with access to a broad range of opinion and commentary without condoning or agreeing with the opinions, comments or attempts at humor expressed by our on-air talent," the statement read. "We respect the right of Mr. Limbaugh, and the right of those who disagree with him, to express those opinions."

Hall of Famous Missourians inductees have their busts displayed on the third floor of the state Capitol. Several dozen people have been chosen by Missouri House speakers through the years, including President Harry Truman, Mark Twain, Walt Disney, George Washington Carver and Stan Musial.

Women's groups hold protest to 'bust Rush' outside State Capitol building 

KRCG - by Mike DeFranco
Posted: 03.28.2012 at 7:32 PM

About 200 protestors gathered to "bust Rush" this afternoon outside the State Capitol Building in Jefferson City.

Women's rights groups claim to have collected almost 35,000 signatures of people opposed to a bronze statue of Rush Limbaugh being added to the Hall of Famous Missourians.

Speakers said Limbaugh is a misogynist, as well insensitive to other minorities.

"This hall is the people's house, and people should have a say in what goes in their house. And we are just exercising our right as citizens of Missouri to tell Speaker Tilley 'no'," said Representative Tishaura Jones, a Democratic House Member from St. Louis.

Following the rally, the protestors marched into the Capitol Building to deliver the signatures to house speaker Steven Tilley.

Tilley has said that Limbaugh, while controversial at times, is an important part of Missouri's history.

He has no intention of withdrawing the placement of the Limbaugh bust.  

KC district agrees to sell two schools

The Kansas City Star - By JOE ROBERTSON 
Posted on Wed, Mar. 28, 2012 10:46 PM, Updated: 2012-03-29T03:57:14Z 

Alta Vista Charter School got the deal it wanted from the Kansas City Public Schools on Wednesday night — an agreement for it to buy a closed district building.

And a crowd of parents from the district’s Afrikan Centered Education Collegium Campus left the school board meeting with some hope that they, too, may still see a deal to their liking.

They want the district to renew a contract that would allow the African-centered program to continue under its current providers — a prospect that interim Superintendent Steve Green said is at least in discussions.

But Alta Vista had its crowd of supporters as well, cheering the board’s unanimous vote to sell Douglass School, 2640 Belleview Ave.

The agreement highlighted a recent rush of activity as the district works with the community to find new uses for 30 vacant properties.

An earlier sale of Longan School to Academie Lafayette charter school was finalized Friday.

On Wednesday, in addition to the agreement to sell Douglass, the board also agreed to sell Seven Oaks School, at 3711 Jackson Ave., to a partnership of developers with plans to convert the school to low-cost senior housing.

The sale, to a partnership of the Greater Corinthian Community Development Corp. and Mid-Continent Equity Partners, is contingent on the project receiving low-income housing tax credits, which will likely be determined this summer.

“We’re well on the way toward repurposing our schools,” board member Derek Richey said. 

The fact that the district is willing to collaborate with charter schools — often viewed only as competitors — shows “we are very serious” about finding uses for the schools “for the betterment of the community,” Richey said

Board president Airick Leonard West emphasized that the district is collaborating only with charters that have performed as well or better than comparable district schools.

“We partner with schools that have earned that right,” West said.

Alta Vista supporters cheered, with shouts of “Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!”

The district’s repurposing office last week also began public presentations where potential buyers showed their proposals for four other schools.

Kansas City Sustainable Development Partners hope to help make a new home for the Rockhill Tennis Club at Bryant School, at Wornall and Westover roads.

The same group wants to put low-cost senior housing and a health center in Blenheim School, at 2411 E. 70th Terrace.

Bingham School, in the Waldo area, has three suitors. Two have plans for grocery stores and a third has plans for several commercial tenants.

Proposals for Swinney School, just west of the Plaza, are still to come.

Blenheim and Bryant still have to be put out for sale through the district’s broker, so more offers are still possible. All proposals still have to go back to the district’s repurposing office’s internal committee, with possibly more public presentations, before they can go to the school board, said the district’s repurposer, Shannon Jaax.

The plans for Seven Oaks and Douglass moved quickly because the buyers’ proposals were solidly supported in the community, she said.

Alta Vista hopes to move its high school programs into Douglass by the fall of 2014, said Gilbert Guerrero, Alta Vista’s superintendent.

“People loved it,” he said of their plans. “They’ve also seen what happened to West High School (another school in the neighborhood that has been vacant and decaying for many years). They don’t want to see that happen again.”

Whether a rift between the district and the Afrikan Centered Education Task Force, Inc., can be repaired remains to be seen, but the chances looked better after a week of cross-accusations.

The district, which had already told the task force that its contract would not be renewed, announced last week that the district would run the African-centered schools.

Wednesday night, Dana Cutler, speaking for the Afrikan Centered Education Task Force Inc., told Green and board members that it believes an agreement can be reached and she extended “an olive branch.”

After the meeting, Green said, “We will keep on having conversations.”

Mo. House OKs changes to Transportation Commission 

Southeast Missourian
Mar 28, 6:26 PM EDT

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- Missouri House members want more geographic diversity on the six-member state Highways and Transportation Commission.

Commissioners are appointed by the governor, and several lawmakers have expressed concern about too many of them being from the same region.

Legislation approved Wednesday by the House says the commission may only have one member from each of Missouri's congressional districts. Missouri now has eight U.S. House districts based upon the 2010 census.

Gov. Jay Nixon withdrew a nominee for the panel earlier this year after several senators voiced concern about adding a third commissioner from the St. Louis area.

The bill cleared the House on a vote of 147-2and goes now to the Senate.

---

Transportation Commission is HB1630

Online:

Legislature: http://www.moga.mo.gov 

Anti-meth decongestant ingredient gaining notice, nearing market 

St. Louis Post-Dispatch - BY CHRISTINE BYERS 
Posted: Thursday, March 29, 2012 12:05 am 

WASHINGTON, Mo. • There was success in the failure of an unusual band of methamphetamine cooks who gathered in Washington last fall to test a new ingredient. It took longer than usual for flames to appear in their two-liter plastic bottle, and the yield was black liquid instead of clear crystals.

There was no meth.

Narcotics officers bumped fists with pharmaceutical executives as they realized they may have confirmed the elusive answer to supplying sinus sufferers with accessible relief without also providing criminals the key ingredient to a mind-bending drug of abuse.

On Wednesday, a legislative committee in Jefferson City took the discovery into account while considering a bill that would require prescriptions for decongestants containing pseudoephedrine. There would be an exemption for any meth-resistant form, such as the one created by Highland Pharmaceuticals, of Maryland Heights.

U.S. Sen. Roy Blunt, R-Mo., and U.S. Rep. Blaine Luetkemeyer, R-St. Elizabeth, also are aware of the product, their spokespeople said, and are awaiting the results of Drug Enforcement Administration testing before considering how to fit it into federal anti-meth legislation.

The DEA confirmed Wednesday that results of it preliminary testing, using standard meth cook methods, were "indeed promising." The agency said it was still testing the product and "is not in a position to release any information until a thorough and complete analysis has been completed."

Jason Grellner, a Franklin County sheriff's sergeant in the forefront of the battle against meth, says it's nothing less than a "game changer."

DEFEATING THE COOKS

Meth is made by using a concoction of household chemicals to modify pseudoephedrine. Officials responded with a federal law that limits purchases and requires signatures of purchasers — and a patchwork of local laws that in some communities require prescriptions.

It is cumbersome for consumers and ineffective against drug gangs that pay to enlist buyers.

Highland Pharmaceutical has worked for some time to develop Releva, a decongestant that chemically resists meth cooks' methods.

In November, some of its executives and chemists joined Grellner and other drug officers to try it out under realistic conditions. Because of the risk of explosion, the work was done at an outdoor firefighter training center in Washington, Mo.

"I was scared to death going in because that's not the kind of experiment I can do inside a laboratory," said Highland's president, Jim Bausch. "So I really couldn't test it in the way that abusers use it. That was the pivotal moment in this whole thing."

Bausch is seeking an exemption from the 2005 federal Combat Methamphetamine Act, to allow him to sell Releva as an ordinary over-the-counter medication.

Company spokeswoman Emilie Dolan said: "From a marketing perspective, we're waiting to see whether we can sell the product from store shelves because that would obviously give us an edge over the other products. But it could be ready for the market by midsummer."

Highland, founded in 2000, worked with a lab in St. Louis to develop anti-extraction technology for medicines, with a grant from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

The Releva technology began as a way to make animals more agreeable to taking medications, Bausch said.

"It wasn't luck, it was slaving over something for a long time and asking ourselves, 'How else can we use this?'" he explained. "Then we started learning what's going on in our backyard."

Bausch asked Grellner to test Releva. He said he did not pay Grellner for input.

Grellner was skeptical.

"I had no reason to believe they were lying, but they're also not street smart, they're chemists and not out there making meth," he explained.

He said he thought his meth-testing kits had failed when they didn't turn the characteristic blue during the experiment.

Bausch is tight-lipped about the chemistry; he would not allow the Post-Dispatch to visit the lab or photograph the chemists. He said the so-called Tarex technology within the Releva product essentially uses lipids, or fats, to help prevent pseudoephedrine from being extracted.

Bausch compares the consistency of the pill to chocolate. Grellner describes it as candle wax. It cannot be ground up, is not soluble and cannot be smoked, Bausch said.

Food and Drug Administration approval is not a problem, Bausch said, because all the ingredients are already individually approved for pharmaceutical use. The company proved in a lab that Releva's pseudoephedrine is released in gastrointestinal fluid, which he said is a requirement.

It's also being tested on people even though that is not required, Dolan said.

SKEPTICS, COMPETITORS

Joy Krieger, executive director of the St. Louis chapter of the Asthma and Allergy Foundation, remains skeptical.

"According to my allergists, this has not been tested on people, and we don't know if it's as effective as the pseudoephedrine that's available now," she said.

Highland has at least one competitor, Acura Pharmaceuticals, based in Palatine, Ill., which has developed a similar technology it calls Impede. Acura expects its product, called Nexafed, to be available later this year, said its president, Bob Jones.

He said his company has contracted with the Illinois State Police crime lab and a private company that teaches police how to make meth. Jones said his product does not yield any meth in two of the three cooking methods, and in the third yields only about half as much as other products.

"The paramount thing for us is the consumer," Jones said. "We took great efforts to design a product that looks and feels and acts exactly like what the consumer is currently used to."

Missouri state Rep. Dave Schatz, R-Sullivan, said he is confident he can get his bill passed this year to require prescriptions except for products from which less than 5 percent of the pseudoephedrine can be extracted. But opponents have lined up against requiring prescriptions at all, saying it would be unnecessarily burdensome and expensive.

Along with Krieger's organization, several lobbying groups — including AARP, the Missouri Pharmacy Association and Missouri Retailers Association — spoke against the bill at a hearing of the House Crime Prevention and Public Safety Committee.

"They are taking rights away from law-abiding citizens from Missouri," Krieger complained. "We have a tracking system in place that actually monitors every purchase. We need to enforce more strict penalties for people who are arrested for these crimes."

Meanwhile, Bausch said his company is already developing several variations of Releva to stay ahead of any meth cooks who may figure out how to defeat his product.

He explained, "There already is a Plan A and B."

Company says its pseudoephedrine is meth-resistant 

By JIM SALTER  (Associated Press)
Mar 28, 6:43 PM EDT

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- A new form of pseudoephedrine that can't be used to make methamphetamine could reach the market by summer, offering a cold-remedy alternative that could prove fruitful in the fight against the dangerous and addictive drug.

The formulation known as Tarex was developed by Highland Pharmaceuticals, a small company in suburban St. Louis that has received regulatory approval and hopes to have it on the market by summer in the form of tablets under the brand name Releva. Highland president and CEO Jim Bausch said his company's form of pseudoephedrine is just as effective as those currently on the market, but can't be extracted and used to make meth.

"We can stop clandestine production of meth," Bausch told members of the Missouri House Crime Prevention and Public Safety Committee on Wednesday. It was during a hearing on a proposal that calls for a prescription for pseudoephedrine products, but with a twist: The measure would exempt Releva or other pseudoephedrine that can't be used to make meth.

Some narcotics officers believe the Tarex technology holds promise in finally turning the tide against meth labs that have ravaged much of the Midwest, South and West for two decades.

The Drug Enforcement Administration has done preliminary testing of Tarex using extraction and production techniques typically used by meth lab operators. Early results are "promising," said DEA spokesman Rusty Payne, noting that testing continues and full analysis isn't completed.

Franklin County detective Jason Grellner, whose county has been ravaged by the meth scourge, called it a "game-changer." Grellner said his own department has tested Tarex "and you can't make meth with it."

Pseudoephedrine is found in popular cold and allergy medications. Meth makers combine the pills with dangerous and highly flammable chemicals to produce the drug, most often by shaking up the ingredients in a 2-liter soda bottle - a process known as "one-pot" or "shake-and-bake" meth.

A key to meth-making is crystallization. Emilie Dolan of Highland Pharmaceuticals said Tarex interrupts the process because rather than crystallizing when heated with the chemicals, it results in a gooey substance.

"Especially with the shake-and-bake method, you can't get meth out of it," Dolan said. "It kind of gunks up."

Other states have taken notice. West Virginia State Sen. Dan Foster, a physician, said initial testing of Tarex is encouraging. Tennessee Methamphetamine Task Force director Tommy Farmer said he was cautiously optimistic and encouraged "more participation by major manufacturers for this type of proactive research."

Some members of the Missouri House committee wondered if the prescription law proposal would simply provide a huge marketing advantage for Highland, which could sell its product over the counter while other pseudoephedrine products would require a prescription.

"You don't think that's unfair to other companies?" asked Rep. Brandon Ellington, a St. Louis Democrat.

Bausch said he would be willing to work with big pharmaceutical companies to help them develop a meth-resistant pseudoephedrine, too. "Their approach has been to fight us," he said.

Carlos Guitterez of the Consumer Products Healthcare Association, which represents the large pharmaceutical companies, said the CHPA was taking a wait-and-see approach on Highland's technology. "I honestly, frankly, hope it works," he said.

Guitterez also spoke against prescription laws, saying they penalize the cold and allergy sufferers by forcing them to go to a doctor and pay higher prices. He said laws should focus on the criminals, not the law-abiding majority.

But the Missouri bill sponsor, Rep. Dave Schatz, and other supporters note the significance of the meth problem: Missouri led the nation with 2,096 meth lab seizures in 2011 and has been the top meth-producing state every year since 2003 except for 2010, when it fell to No. 2 behind Tennessee.

Highland Pharmaceuticals began 12 years ago as a small firm seeking to improve technologies for drug delivery. But in Missouri, surrounded by counties that have among the highest meth lab seizure rates in the nation, the company turned its attention to pseudoephedrine.

"With the huge epidemic in our own backyard that we hear about every night ... we had to do something," Bausch said.

In addition to the Missouri law, Highland Pharmaceuticals has asked the DEA to exempt Tarex technology from the Combat Meth Act of 2006, which requires all pseudoephedrine products to be sold from behind the counter. The exemption would allow Tarex products to be sold in front of the counter.

Lawmakers eye new anti-meth decongestant

Missouri News Horizon - Posted by: Dick Aldrich 
March 28, 2012

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. — Members of a Missouri House committee Wednesday cast a wary eye on a new form of Pseudoephedrine that, its manufacturer says, can not be made into methamphetamine.

Highland Pharmaceuticals President and CEO James Bausch, showed members of the House Crime Prevention Committee the company’s new product called Tarex, that the company hopes to market this summer under the brand name Releva. Highland Pharmaceuticals is a St. Louis firm that touts on its website “oral pharmaceutical(s) and nutritional products in non-traditional and innovative delivery systems for use in both human and companion animal healthcare.”

The committee heard a bill that would make all pseudoephedrine-containing medicines available by prescription only, with the exception of medicines containing Tarex. Bausch told the committee his company has FDA approval of the substance, and hopes to have Releva on store shelves in four to six weeks.

Pseudoephedrine is the key precursor chemical in the making of meth. The drug turns crystalline when heated with the proper mix of other chemicals. Bausch said Tarex turns into a gooey matter. He said the company turned the substance over to law enforcement officers who are familiar with the “shake and bake” form of making meth in a two liter bottle. It’s the most popular form of making the drug in Missouri today.

“Narcotics officers attempted to make meth, and were not able to. No meth was detected,” said
Bausch told committee members. “The conventional products on the market, easy to make meth (using) shake and bake, our product cannot make meth.”

But some members of the committee appeared skeptical of the product and feared appearing to favor one product over another.

“It seems to me that if we pass this bill, it’s a great marketing tool, because we’re going to restrict the other Sudafeds, and we’re going to make your product the number one product,” said Rep. Brandon Ellington, D-Kansas City. “We’re going to restrict everybody else’s capability of selling their products in Missouri, and your is going to be the only one that’s over the counter.”

Bausch said he would be glad to share his substance with other manufacturers of Sudafed.

“I’m wide open,” said Bausch. “I think this technology could be adapted to all products that are out there, and I’m open to talking to these folks. They have not approached us.”

The bill itself and the carve out for Tarex drew fire from advocates for Missouri retailers and pharmacies.

Carlos Gutierrez of the Consumer Healthcare Products Association told committee members that making Sudafed harder to get would only hurt law abiding citizens.

“Bottom line, we just don’t think that a prescription-only requirement for these products is the silver bullet that it’s often advertised to be,” said Gutierrez. “We feel very strongly for consumers’ rights to buy a safe, effective product. Under a prescription law, criminals will still be criminals, the person suffering from addiction will still get their methamphetamine…but law abiding citizens will be the ones suffering as a result.”

Gutierrez also played up the effectiveness of Missouri’s current Sudafed monitoring system that records the identification of Sudafed buyers in real time through a region wide network of computers that ties pharmacies together in attempt to keep meth cooks from going from business to business buying up their limit of the drug.

But Cape Girardeau County Sheriff John Jordan said he has seen first hand what happens when Sudafed is made a prescription-only drug. Within the last year, Cape County has passed a county-wide ordinance on Sudafed. He said labs in his county dropped 45 percent since that time. In other areas in southeast Missouri that have local ordinances, meth labs have dropped 52 percent in the region.

“This is a silver bullet for meth labs,” said Jordan. “We will get importation, but meth labs and burning children can be ended by you all.”

Franklin County anti-meth task force member Detective Sergeant Jason Grellner said the bill, including the Tarex language, needs to be passed by the legislature now. A similar bill passed the House last year, but died in the Senate. Grellner told the committee he has been coming to the State Capitol for 13 years, asking for the same legislation, and he didn’t want to have to come back again. He said associations like Gutierrez’s are getting in the way of the meth fight.

“Don’t make me wait another year, because they’re not going to be out there working the meth labs, they’re not going to be out there risking their lives,” said Grellner. “They’re going to be sitting back counting the money.”

The committee ran out of time taking testimony on the bill and adjourned without taking a vote. Committee chair Rodney Schad said the bill may come up again at the committee’s next meeting next Wednesday.

MSD loses appeal on stormwater fee but gets legal costs halved 

St. Louis Post-Dispatch - BY JENNIFER MANN 
Posted: Thursday, March 29, 2012 12:05 am 

ST. LOUIS • The Metropolitan St. Louis Sewer District has lost a court appeal to restore a controversial stormwater fee but did get legal fees owed to challengers cut in half.

The ruling Tuesday says Greensfelder, Hemker & Gale, of St. Louis, should get only $2.08 million in legal fees, instead of the $4.36 million awarded by a lower court. An order to pay $471,082 in expenses awarded will stand; the court also ordered MSD to pay $100,000 in plaintiffs' legal fees relative to the appeal.

The appellate court affirmed Lincoln County Circuit Court Judge Dan Dildine's 2010 ruling on the major issues of the lawsuit: that MSD should have gotten voter approval for the charge and that customers were not entitled to a refund.

MSD started the charge in March 2008, based on the amount of area that cannot absorb water — such as roofs and driveways — on a ratepayer's property.

Greensfelder sued on behalf of three ratepayers in a case that expanded into a class-action covering more than 500,000 customers.

Dildine ruled that the charge was a tax, not a fee, and thus violated the Hancock Amendment requiring voter approval. The judge stopped short of ordering a refund, though. MSD appealed the former; Greensfelder appealed the latter.

MSD had gradually implemented the fee, and hoped ultimately to raise almost $82 million a year.

The appeals court decision means the district must find another source of money or appeal again, said spokesman Lance LeComb. He said the funds were necessary to bring stormwater service to areas outside Interstate 270.

"We're essentially providing no stormwater service there because of this lawsuit, and that's going to continue until we figure this funding situation out," he said. "We certainly do respect the appeals court's opinion, but we do believe we created a charge that is a fee and not a tax."

The district stopped the charge after the lower court ruling, reverting to its previous use of a small, monthly fee and property taxes for financing stormwater work. That brings in about $25.1 million a year.

If the appeals court had ordered a refund, MSD would have been on the hook for $90 million. In that sense, LeComb said, the ruling was "a mixed bag."

He also noted the decision on the attorney's fees saves the district about $2 million.

Richard Hardcastle, the lead attorney in the case for Greensfelder, said Wednesday that the ruling resulted in "a good day all around for taxpayers."

"We're very satisfied that the court of appeals found, as the trial court had found, that the stormwater use charge was a violation of the Hancock Amendment," he said.

On the decision regarding legal fees, he added, "We are evaluating what our next steps might be."

MISSOURINET

Prevailing wage change sidelined in senate (AUDIO)

March 29, 2012 By Bob Priddy 

Opponents of changes to the state prevailing wage law call the proposed changes inadequate, unfair, and unrealistic to the people who do the work.

Critics of the present system used to determine how much each craftsman is paid on taxpayer-supported building and repair projects say unions have too much say in establishing wages, which drives up costs and limits the number of projects that can be done.

Sponsor Rob Mayer wants to scrap the current system and use the federal bureau of labor statistics occupational employment wage surveys of each county.   He says that will allow prevailing wages to more closely reflect the median county wage.  

But opponent Victor Callahan of Independence tells fellow senator Ryan McKenna that system is hardly fair.
 
AUDIO: Callahan & McKenna :26
 

Callahan says it’s a myth that suspending the prevailing wage in disaster areas will save money and allow more projects to be done.  He says contractors who don’t have to pay workers as much will just pocket the extra money, not leave it to pay for other projects.

Callahan and other opponents have kept the bill from coming to a vote.


AUDIO: Senate afternoon debate :62:35

House advances significant change to sex offender registry management (AUDIO)

March 28, 2012 By Mike Lear 

A House bill that would change the state’s Sex Offender Registry needs one more positive vote to go to the Senate.

Representative Rodney Schad (R-Versailles) is sponsoring the proposal that uses risk-based assessments to establish a tiered system for dealing with crimes that currently involve the registry. Those guilty of crimes considered the least serious or lacking a sexual component are removed from the registry. Those guilty of more serious crimes can apply to a judge to have their name removed from the registry after 10 or 20 years, depending on the severity of their crime.

Schad’s plan identifies the crimes of kidnapping involving a sex crime, forcible rape or sodomy, sex trafficking and first degree child molestation as crimes for which those convicted can not successfully apply for removal from the registry for 20 years after they were first required to register. “They will be required to serve their time in prison, which may be ten to thirty years, and then upon release they have to be on the registry for twenty years. So we’re talking about anywhere from thirty to fifty years of proving themselves crime free before they would ever be eligible to be exempt from the registry.”

Read the legislation, HB 1700
Schad says his bill does nothing regarding punishment or criminal records. He says over time, the registry has become something it was never meant to be: an element of punishment. “Over time in our attempt to look tough on crime, we have piled on to the point that the registry no longer means anything to the public … We need to get back to where the community and law enforcement are focused primarily on the true dangers and risk to society in our neighborhoods.”

See our earlier story on the bill
Schad says fifty-six percent of offenders on the registry report they are unemployed.  “They are unemployed because of one of two things:  they cannot get a job, or after they have gotten a job their employer finds out that they are on the registry and they choose to let them go.”

Schad says he understands the concerns of those who are worried about making any change to the registry. “Throughout this process I have tried to put myself in the place of the parents of those children or in the place of the victim themselves … I have worked through this and the committee (on Crime and Public Safety) has worked through this delicately.”

The House is anticipated to take a final vote on the bill on Thursday. Schad says there is interest in the proposal in the Senate, but no Senator has stepped forward to carry it.


AUDIO:
 

Representative Rodney Schad presents his bill to the floor, 3:45

Women’s advocates descend on Capitol to say ‘No’ to Rush

March 28, 2012 By Jessica Machetta 

A Senate bill that would prevent employers from having to pay for contraception or sterilization continues to move through the legislature, and opponents are saying it’s an outrage to honor Rush Limbaugh while women’s rights are under attack.

About 200 citizens, lobbyists and Democratic legislators came together at the Capitol to deliver a strong message to House Speaker Steven Tilley and Governor Nixon. Michelle Trupiano with Planned Parenthood says this is one of a series of events in relation to the bills circulating the Missouri legislature, other states and Congress that advocates are increasing their pressure on Tilley and Nixon.

She says Tilley wanting to honor conservative radio host Rush Limbaugh in the Hall of Famous Missourians is the final straw.

Meanwhile, Senator John Lamping’s bill that would prevent employers from having to pay for insurance that covers contraception or sterilization for men and women has been perfected in the Senate … it needs a final vote before moving on to the House.

And she says that measure — if it passes — would hurt most the people who couldn’t afford out-of-pocket costs for reproductive health, as well as women in rural and under-served areas who don’t have easy access to healthcare.

“In response to Rush Limbaugh calling women who support birth control ‘sluts’ and ‘prostitutes’ … about 200 people delivered thousands of letters and petitions protesting the Speaker of the House’s decision to induct him into the Hall of Famous Missourians,” Planned Parenthood stated in a press release today.

“First, they attacked access to abortion care,” it says. “Then the MO Legislature attacked access to birth control. Now the Speaker of the House wants to put a statue in the Capitol honoring Rush Limbaugh. Enough is Enough! Supporters of women’s health from across the state will rally and lobby against these attacks on women.”

BLOG ZONE
Kirk Cameron: 'Thank God for Congressman Todd Akin' 

St. Louis Post-Dispatch - BY JAKE WAGMAN 
Posted: Wednesday, March 28, 2012 4:25 pm 

ST. LOUIS • Former child star Kirk Cameron has offered just about the most enthusiastic praise possible for Republican Senate hopeful Todd Akin, his guest on the silver screen.

"I thank God for Congressman Todd Akin," Cameron, a vocal evangelical, said in a statement distributed by the campaign on Wednesday. 

The statement comes the day after the premiere of Cameron's new movie, "Monumental," in which Cameron interviews Akin as part of a quest to trace the country's historical, and moral, roots.

Cameron said he was grateful for Akin's "love for our country's Christian heritage" and that the congressman "was a blessing to me during the production."

Akin, of Wildwood, is a known history buff, especially when it comes to America's early days.

Rival gains: Opposition has done wonders for AG Chris Koster's fundraising

St. Louis Post-Dispatch - BY JAKE WAGMAN 
Posted: Wednesday, March 28, 2012 11:00 am 

ST. LOUIS • With the president's health care bill on trial in the Supreme Court, Republican attorney general hopeful Ed Martin has used the opportunity to lambast the incumbent Democrat Chris Koster as "Obama's lawyer."

But perhaps Koster should be grateful for his election opponent — it might be the best thing that has ever happened to his fundraising efforts. 

Koster, who won his first term in 2008, was on the verge of getting a free pass from the GOP in 2012 when Martin, who had previously had his sites set on reaching Capitol Hill, decided to run for Missouri attorney general instead.

The attorney general's supporters responded by showing him the money.

Since Jan. 26, when Martin entered the race, Koster has raised over $678,000 — nearly five times the amount he raised in the last three months of 2011.
Martin, meanwhile, has reported raising about $74,000 since he declared for attorney general. 

Perhaps Koster's contributors would have given to him anyway without Martin in the race, but it is tough to ask donors to spare valuable election-year resources to a candidate without formidable opposition.

Either way, once Martin entered the contest, Koster was able to call upon key members of the Democratic constituency — trial lawyers and unions — to pad his re-election fund.

Koster's largest contributors include the Life Sciences Fund of Greater Kansas City, World Wide Technology founder David Steward and several personal injury law firms, which all gave $25,000 each.

Martin has a trio of $10,000 donors: Beer baron August A. Busch III, Ex-Gov. Matt Blunt (Martin's former boss) and Emerson Electric.

But if Martin doesn't start doing more to up his own fundraising — without serving as a boon to Koster's — it could be a long campaign season for the St. Louis Republican.

Limbaugh bust opponents rally at Missouri Capitol

St. Louis Post-Dispatch - BY ELIZABETH CRISP 
Posted: Wednesday, March 28, 2012 2:17 pm 

JEFFERSON CITY • Those who oppose a plan to add controversial talk radio host Rush Limbaugh to the state Capitol’s Hall of Famous Missourians continue to speak out.

Dozens of people – mostly women – gathered outside the Capitol today, repeatedly chanting “No to Rush.”

Many held signs with phrases like “Bust Rush,” “Keep hate out of the hall” or other anti-Limbaugh sentiments.

Pointing to Limbaugh’s latest scandal in which he called a Georgetown law student who publicly advocated access to contraceptives a “slut” and a “prostitute,” advocates said the Cape Girardeau-native should not be honored with a bronze bust at the Capitol. Some famous Missourians appearing in the hall include Sacajawea, Mark Twain, Walt Disney and Bob Barker.

More than 35,000 people have signed petitions, stating that they oppose the plans to honor Limbaugh. Their signatures were delivered today to House Speaker Steven Tilley, R-Perryville.

As speaker, it was Tilley’s decision to include Limbaugh in the hall, but Tilley has dismissed critics of the plan and repeatedly said he will not back down.

Lawmakers have been inundated with calls in the weeks since the plan to honor Limbaugh became public.

Rep. Clem Smith, D- Velda Village Hills, said he finds Limbaugh to be sexist and racist.

“It’s embarrassing to our state what’s going on,” he said.

Columbia resident Nancy Flournoy, one of the advocates at the Capitol today, said she’s surprised that it’s still a possibility.

“The fact that it’s a serious issue and could actually happen is just inconceivable,” she said. “It says so much about our speaker if that’s the kind of person he respects.”

She said she normally cannot make it to Capitol rallies but she wanted to show support for women’s rights.

“The fact that contraception is even an issue has totally stunned me,” she said.

Several elected officials and candidates for public office spoke to the crowd, encouraging them to stand up for women’s issues and reproductive issues.

“These are human rights,” said Rep. Karla May, D-St. Louis.

On the Limbaugh bust, some have questioned whether the radio host meets the test of being a Missourian who has "made outstanding contributions to the state, the nation and the world." That’s the language used in a 2002 outline of the Famous Missourians program.

Tilley said he thinks Limbaugh is worthy of the honor because he is a notable entertainer. His radio show reaches more than 15 million listeners each week.

“Obviously, a lot of people enjoy and listen to him,” Tilley said earlier this month. “I don’t necessarily agree with everything he says (but) achieving the success he’s had — I think it’s something that’s noteworthy.”

There have been attempts to go around Tilley.

House Democrats urged the Office of Administration to refuse placement of the Limbaugh bust.

"There is no state law creating it and, therefore, no legal requirement that busts of inductees selected by the House speaker be granted space in the rotunda,” reads a letter signed by more than 40 Democrats.

Tilley said he does not think OA will be able to override his decision. The House speaker decides the inductees and control of the rotunda falls to the House leadership.

Democrats also have tried to include a formal process for selection for the Hall, by amending legislation when it hits the House floor.

Such a maneuver was struck down on Tuesday because it was deemed irrelevant to the bill.

Missouri House approves "birther" bill

St. Louis Post-Dispatch - BY ELIZABETH CRISP 
Posted: Wednesday, March 28, 2012 4:54 pm 

JEFFERSON CITY • Under legislation that passed the Missouri House this morning, candidates for president or vice president would have to prove their U.S. citizenship to the state before they can appear on Missouri ballots.

The Republican-led House gave initial approval to the so-called “birther bill” on a voice vote. It needs a second vote in the chamber before it can advance to the Senate.

Rep. Lyle Rowland, a Republican from Cedarcreek, said he sponsored the bill because he doesn’t think there is enough vetting in the current process, which primarily relies on political parties to verify whether candidates meet all requirements.

“This would just provide us with the verifying evidence,” Rowland said.

The verifying evidence would come in the form of copies of candidates’ birth certificates.

“We’re not requiring a great deal,” he said. “All we’re wanting is a copy of that for our records.”

The legislation passed after an at-times heated debate that included charges of racism and repeated references to debunked allegations that President Barack Obama was not born in the United States.

Obama released a certified copy of his original Certificate of Live Birth last April.

Rowland denied that Obama was the inspiration for the bill, but some Democrats were skeptical.

"There is a large amount of people out there who don't think our president if a U.S. citizen. I think that’s where this bill is coming from,” said Rep. Jacob Hummel, D-St. Louis.

If approved, Missouri could become the first state to require such documents. It would go into effect in time for the 2016 election.

On a wave of the “birther movement” last year, Arizona lawmakers passed a similar measure, but the governor ultimately vetoed it. The issue is up for debate there again this year.

Rep. Sylvester Taylor, D-St. Louis, said he thinks that the bill is coming up because of Obama’s name – he’s not a “Bill Clinton” or “George Bush.”

“This is a huge problem,” Taylor said. “This is probably racism at its core.”

Republicans in favor of the bill repeatedly denied the claim.

“There’s nothing in this bill that speaks of racism,” said Rep. Wanda Brown, R-Lincoln. “(Candidates) are supposed to be a citizen of the United States of America … That is part of the law.

“I’m tired of being called racist,” she said.

EDITORIALS … & Letters to the Editor
Editorial: Why is Missouri lagging behind economically? Education

St. Louis Post-Dispatch - By the Editorial Board 
Posted: Thursday, March 29, 2012 12:15 am 

Imagine if St. Louis didn't rank 76th out of the nation's 100 largest cities in percentage of job growth since the Great Recession in 2007 to the end of last year.

Imagine if Missouri's growth in total income last year wasn't 48th in the nation.

Imagine if Missouri's college degree attainment rate was better than 34th in the nation.

Missouri has to dream. The future of our state depends on it.

The nation slowly is recovering from the recession. And while there are nuggets of good news in some statistics — Missouri's unemployment rate is declining — our recovery is slower than much of the rest of the country.

Missouri's poor performance measures, relative to other states, are nearly all education-related. While Gov. Jay Nixon, a Democrat, spends much of his time touting anecdotal successes in certain business sectors that take advantage of tax credit programs, and while Missouri Republicans continue to spout the fallacy that inoculating corporations from environmental and discrimination laws will somehow spur a revival, both are focusing on the wrong things.

The story lies in the numbers.

Missouri's economy is lagging in large part because of workforce deficiencies. Missouri needs more college-educated employees ready to fill the jobs that corporations need.

This week, the Lumina Foundation released a report titled "A Stronger Nation," pointing out that key to the entire nation's economic revival is building a workforce with the skills businesses need in the 21st century. Missouri is not the only state lagging, but cuts in state spending on higher education, thus making college less affordable, contribute to its poor ranking.

"Our long-term problem is human capital. We have not enough workers who are highly educated and too many of the poorly educated," Lindenwood University economics department chairman Howard Wall told the Post-Dispatch's David Nicklaus this week.

You'd think the state's business leaders would make it their highest priority. Instead, they continue to push for tax breaks and regulation rollbacks, not investing the state's dollars where they are needed: in better education.

Slightly more than a third of Missouri working-age adults have at least a two-year college degree, a couple of percentage points below the national average. It's no coincidence that many of the cities and states that rank highest in college attainment in the Lumina study also rank highly in a Brookings Institute report released this week comparing relative economic recovery levels.

Missouri performs poorly in both rankings.

Missouri can accept that reality, or it can do better. The state's poor performance in education and economic indicators foretells a story of continued Rust Belt decline unless our civic and elected leaders decide to do something about it.

There should be no partisan disagreement that improving Missouri's higher education system and making it the centerpiece of a statewide economic development strategy should be among the state's top priorities.

Instead, our elected leaders bicker over funding levels that barely keep the state's rankings from falling off the map completely.

"It all comes down to education," Mr. Wall told us.

We dream of a Missouri that builds the future one college degree at a time.

The Star’s editorial | Tax on Internet sales is fair, gains revenue

Missouri lawmakers should help local retailers 

Posted on Wed, Mar. 28, 2012 06:32 PM, Updated: 2012-03-28T23:34:21Z 

A recent breath of common sense briefly seemed to penetrate the Missouri Capitol. Key lawmakers were actually contemplating collecting money the state is owed from sales taxes on Internet purchases.

The reasons to do so are compelling. Missouri law already requires consumers to pay sales taxes on online and catalogue purchases. That’s only fair to local retailers, who have no choice but to charge local and state sales taxes. 

However, few consumers know they’re supposed to pay a sales tax on Internet purchases, much less how to go about it. Because of a U.S. Supreme Court ruling, states can only collect from online businesses that have a physical presence inside the state. 

More than 20 states, including Kansas, have formed a “Streamlined Sales Tax and Use Tax Agreement.” It creates a mechanism that makes it simpler for retailers to voluntarily pay sales taxes and for state revenue departments to collect them.

A University of Tennessee study has estimated that Missouri is missing out on about $210 million a year in taxes from online retail purchases. So it was good news to see the House Committee on Tax Reform debating a bill to join the streamlined agreement.

By the time the committee voted, however, the whiff of fiscal sanity had yielded to the usual anti-tax phobia. An amendment would require that any sales tax generated under the agreement be used to lower Missouri’s corporate income tax rate.

Say what? In case members of the tax reform committee haven’t heard, House members just passed a budget version that takes health care from blind Missourians to fund the state’s colleges and universities. Missouri desperately needs to get money into its general fund, not give it away.

The Missouri Budget Project, an advocacy group which analyzes state fiscal policy, calculated that Missouri would be expected to gain about $16 million in the first year of joining the streamlined tax agreement, as online retailers voluntarily begin participating. 

That amount would reduce the state’s corporate income tax rate by a measly 3/1000 of 1 percent, according to the analysis. But $16 million is enough to plug one of the many holes in Missouri’s budget. 

Republican lawmakers say that using new sales tax money to reduce corporate income taxes makes their measure “revenue neutral.”

It does no such thing. Money from Internet retail sales is currently owed to Missouri, meaning the state is running on a revenue deficit. Collecting the sales tax money would simply be closing the gap, and the legislature should do it.

Missouri Governor, Lt. Governor, Should Run on Same Ticket 

Washington Missourian Editorial
Posted: Wednesday, March 28, 2012 11:00 am | Updated: 8:02 am, Wed Mar 28, 2012. 

A state Senate committee has passed a bill and a proposed constitutional amendment that would require the Missouri governor and lieutenant governor to run as a single ticket beginning in 2016.

We think the change makes sense and should be passed.

The Missouri Constitution mandates that our state’s top two leadership positions are elected separately. That is why a constitutional amendment is necessary to make the change.

While the duties and responsibilities of the governor are widely known and understood, the role of the lieutenant governor is less apparent.

The chief responsibilities of the lieutenant governor are to assume the duties of governor if the governor dies, has to leave the state for a long period of time or becomes ill or disabled.

The lieutenant governor also serves as president of the Senate. In that capacity, the lieutenant governor can cast a vote in the case of a tie. While that is rare, it has happened here in Missouri.

The office is unique in that the lieutenant governor is the only statewide elected official who is part of both the executive and legislative branches of government.

The lieutenant governor also sits on several boards and commissions and serves as the top advocate for senior citizens in our state.

But in reality, the duties of the office are pretty sparse. So sparse that some previous lieutenant governors considered it a part-time job. Some observers of government wonder why we have the position at all. Many states don’t and designate another elected official like the secretary of state to take over in the event the governor dies or is unable to serve.

The duties of the lieutenant governor in Missouri are a lot like that of the office of vice president. Which is why it makes sense to have the lieutenant governor and the governor run as a single ticket.

Because they are elected separately, the governor and lieutenant governor can be from different parties. That is the case now with Gov. Jay Nixon, a Democrat, and Lt. Gov. Peter Kinder, a Republican.

Both are seasoned politicians who have had long careers in state government. Both are decent, sincere and hard-working public servants who have served the state with distinction.

But it’s no secret that Nixon and Kinder rarely speak. Their respective offices have a professional working relationship but the state’s top two executives rarely collaborate on anything of significance. In fact, they have been at odds on a number of high-profile issues and routinely take shots at each other. The relationship was particularly strained when it appeared that Kinder would run against Nixon this fall.

It has been reported that Nixon is hesitant to hand over power when he leaves the state. That has been the case in the past when the governor and lieutenant governor have worn different political stripes. Political partisanship doesn’t lend itself to close working relationships.

It wasn’t always that way. Former Republican Gov. Matt Blunt used Kinder on a number of important initiatives and gave him a number of important responsibilities. They had a good working relationship and collaborated well together. It was more like that of a president and vice president relationship because they were from the same party.

That’s why we support nominating and electing the office of lieutenant governor and governor on a single ticket. It just makes sense to have a working relationship between the two offices that isn’t contaminated by politics.

Editorial: Opposition to primate licensing puts Missourians at risk 

St. Louis Post-Dispatch - By the Editorial Board 
Posted: Thursday, March 29, 2012 12:05 am 

Charla Nash has two glass eyes. They replaced her real eyes, which were ripped out by a chimpanzee named Travis in a brutal attack Feb. 16, 2009, in Stamford, Conn.

Why does this matter to Missourians?

Travis was born in Festus, on a chimp sanctuary that still exists. He was purchased for $50,000 by a Stamford couple, Sandra and Jerome Herold, when he was three days old. He had worked in commercials for Coca-Cola and Old Navy before he attacked Ms. Nash, a friend of the Herolds, tearing off most of her face and hands.

Missouri didn't require his owners to obtain a permit. Missouri still has no laws against owning chimps or other dangerous primates. No permit. No training. You don't even need to let your neighbors know that your pet is potentially dangerous.

Only this year did Missouri require the permitting of large carnivores like lions and tigers. But chimps? Baboons? Gorillas?

It's still open season.

On Monday in the Missouri Senate, Republican Sen. Chuck Purgason of West Plains blocked a bill sponsored by St. Louis Democrat Sen. Joe Keaveny that would apply the same sort of licensing now required of large carnivores to primates.

It's not that chimps have a powerful lobby. It's not that Mr. Purgason and other rural Republicans don't pity Ms. Nash. It's just that they mistakenly believe that any infringement on the right to own animals is a threat to agriculture, and, as a corollary, a threat to human freedom.

It's why they fight laws that would protect Missourians and others from attacks by vicious animals, and such attacks are inevitable. There have been numerous primate attacks in Missouri in recent years, ranging from bites and scratches to out-of-control chimps shot by cops.

In Connecticut, the usually docile Travis was a repeat offender. In Missouri, his mom, Suzy, was shot by a neighbor after she escaped.

But, bowing to unreasonable fears of animal rights groups — today it's chimps, tomorrow it is cows and chickens — the Missouri Legislature still protects those who raise potentially dangerous animals.

There is no good reason why law enforcement agencies shouldn't know where dangerous animals live, and that the Missouri Department of Agriculture shouldn't require their owners to have insurance. That's all Mr. Keaveny's bill would require.

This is not a terrible government infringement on freedom. This simply is acknowledging that society has the obligation to balance individual rights. The right to own a dangerous animal without government interference ends at the word "dangerous."

Ms. Nash is suing the state of Connecticut over its negligence in keeping her safe. Her attorneys are seeking $150 million, but no amount of money can make Ms. Nash whole.

"I can't look at my daughter and see how nice she looks. I used to wake up in the morning with the sunlight. I don't get that anymore," Ms. Nash told the Hartford Courant last week.

What else has she lost? Freedom. "I just can't walk anywhere by myself. My life depends on really not being alone. ... I used to be very independent."

This is the question Missouri lawmakers blocking Mr. Keaveny's common sense bill must ask themselves. Whose freedom are they protecting?

Department's view on hunting

Southeast Missourian
Thursday, March 29, 2012

State conservation departments historically have been advocates for recreational hunting. The "conservation movement" was created by hunters (most notably Theodore Roosevelt) not to protect wild animals but to promote hunting. Hunting fees and the Pittman-Robertson Act provide a great deal of revenue to state wildlife agencies. 

Even though we all pay sales tax to the Missouri Department of Conservation, it still see its primary purpose as providing optimal hunting experiences to the minority of citizens who hunt. On its website, the department recommends, "If you live in a community with an overabundance of deer, but ordinances prohibit hunting, let your city officials know that you would like to see the ordinances changed." 

The Missouri Department of Conservation is deeply tied to hunting and (as I have learned) quickly turns suspicious to inquiries about hunting accidents or animal welfare. They were reluctant to release statistics regarding hunting accidents without clearance by their legal advisers. 

Hidden deep within the Department of Conservation's website: "Deer may not drop right away when hit by an arrow. Deer could run several hundred yards before dropping and may cross into another person's property." Numerous studies show that at least 50 percent of deer shot with arrows are not killed but are crippled and left to suffer. 

Many of us who recognize the gratuitous cruelty of bowhunting have faith that this attitude on the part of "conservation" agencies will change. For now, we find encouragement that most Cape Girardeau citizens do not want urban hunting. 

STEPHEN W. STIGERS, Cape Girardeau 

Nothing but Praise for Franklin County GOP Caucus 

Washington Missourian Letter - By Jeffrey Teismann, Washington 
Posted: Wednesday, March 28, 2012 2:00 pm | Updated: 8:11 am, Wed Mar 28, 2012. 

To The Editor:

Several people deserve praise for how well the Franklin County Republican caucus was run on March 17, perhaps no one more so than the person elected chairman of the caucus – Tim Millerick.

In fact, the caucus could serve as a model of how caucuses should be run.

A previous letter to the editor by Mr. Hogan stated that the rules were not followed and that the caucus was “led by cowards who were not man enough to say who they were voting for” and that “sleight of hand led to a previously decided upon result.”

The caucus exactly followed the rules that the caucus itself had adopted. Caucuses are quite different from elections. Several people present were confused by these differences and asked questions during the caucus to understand the process.

The chairman did an excellent job of making sure that their questions were answered. If Mr. Hogan didn’t understand the process, he should have asked questions at the time rather than wait until afterward to write a nasty letter to the editor.

When none of the three initial delegate slates achieved a majority vote, a recess was called (per the rules) to allow for changes to the slates, or for new slates to be formed.

Those who supported the Mitt Romney slate, and those who supported the Ron Paul “Deficit Reduction” slate, were willing to support a mixed slate of Romney and Paul delegates. The names of the delegates on the combined slate were read out loud, and each proposed delegate stood when his/her name was read.

None of them are cowards trying to hide who they supported. This combined slate received a majority of votes in the second round. This was done completely in the open and no “sleight of hand” was involved. Losing is no excuse for name-calling.

Mr. Hogan should apologize to those who spent so much time and effort to ensure that the caucus was well run. He also owes an apology to everyone else who he defamed as cowards.

Letters | Thursday, March 29

Kansas City Star
Posted on Wed, Mar. 28, 2012 06:33 PM, Updated: 2012-03-28T23:35:17Z 

Making K-10 safer

Some of our state representatives need to open their eyes as they drive to Topeka and see the speeds that are driven on Kansas 10 (2-26, A4, “A safer K-10 is sought, but how?”). They would then know what the problem is — too much speed.

Make the fines high, and get some Kansas Highway Patrol out there more to enforce the speed limit. The cable will help, but that costs money.

Enforce the speed limit, and that makes money. Do this first, then cables.

It is not that hard to do.

Frank Thompson
De Soto

Vote yes for Independence tax

This letter is to those who still have an open mind and to those who are weighing the pros and cons of having more police to protect us in Independence. 

I served on an eight-member Public Service Police Tax Committee for about three months and all of us saw the strong need for more police on the street. Not all agree with the exact numbers or how to fund it but the need is definitely there. 

I have been on two police ride alongs and neither time did the officer have time to stop and eat. It was one call after another. 

I also spent 40 hours in the Citizen’s Police Academy. Ask any one of those 20 people in that course whether or not there is a need for more officers, and my guess is that their answer would be yes. 

As a conservative, I only vote yes for the most important taxes. For example, I was not for the zoo or park taxes, as I consider those more of a “luxury” tax.

Having seen most of the evidence for more police and being a person of reasonable judgment, I’m voting yes and asking for your support.

Gary Hisch
Independence

Santorum, church, state

One of the enduring myths of this country’s citizens is that “separation of church and state” is some sacred dogma in law and in the Constitution. It is not.

Nothing in the Constitution mentions separation of church and state. What it forbids, thank Heaven, is the establishment of any religion.

This means no one religion can be made the state religion for opinion or with finance as the church of England in George III’s day was — and still is. 

So the idea that Catholic bishops are violating church and state by bringing Catholic doctrines into public discussion is wrong. That is exactly what religion is supposed to do.

Anyone mildly interested in the church/state saga should re-read George Washington’s Farewell Address, in which he assures that religion will supply any moral teaching we need in public life, and thus the state should stay out of that process.

To me, Rick Santorum is the only candidate who clearly understands the issue, and as a Roman Catholic and ex-Democrat, I would proudly mark the top of my ballot for Rick.

James McCormick
Kansas City

Messy democracy

I must say that when a rich guy from Mission Hills who once ran one of America’s great home-grown corporations speaks, I sit straight up. I read and re-read Irv Hockaday’s March 21 guest column, “A better way to elect a president.”

His point that we are all seeking a “better way” to elect presidents has my undivided attention. I, too, am sick of the wrangling over minutiae.

But then Hockaday writes, “78 percent of registered voters are dissatisfied with the way they are governed.” I am amazed that it’s only 78 percent.

I would venture to say that if we are offered the choice of satisfied or not, we are all going to say “not.” The foundation of democracy is to not be satisfied.

I wish I could see that the Americans Elect plan is a path to change. If I am missing the point, please, Irv, pretend like I am looking for a birthday card: Sell me.

Bill Emerson
Kansas City

Immigration reform

Democrats may be on the wrong path in Kansas but please do not blame the agencies charged with enforcing the immigration laws of the land. 

The former Immigration and Naturalization Service was disbanded with the creation of the Department of Homeland Security in 2003. In its place, three agencies were created. 

One of those agencies, U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, was specifically charged with focusing on processing citizenship applications, as well as other benefits under the Immigration and Nationality Act.

Michael Jaromin
Retired District Director
U.S. Citizenship & Immigration Services, Kansas City

Overpowering discourse

Public discourse concerning the contraceptive mandate being imposed on Catholic institutions has become so muddied by intentional distractions that the only real issue has been lost in the resulting circus atmosphere.

That issue is President Barack Obama is attempting to bypass the Constitution of the United States to further his own agenda.

He has diverted the attention of the country by painting the male hierarchy of the Catholic Church as being determined to deny women’s reproductive health rights in its refusal to provide coverage for contraceptives and abortifacient pharmaceuticals. 

Right on cue, all the obedient sheep began bleating about women being left without the means to acquire birth control.

Why should this suddenly become a burning issue when most of us know that the cost runs from free to cheap? 

Perhaps this issue does not move you at all. But know this: if the president is allowed to get away with his blatant disregard of the First Amendment, there is nothing to prevent him from violating a right that you do hold dear. 

Wake up. Do not allow your attention to be diverted from the real issue. 

This is nothing less than an attack on religious beliefs.

Susan Elliott
Olathe

God bless tree huggers

The last thing this world needs is more oil. 

The “tree huggers” are the only hope we have for survival.

Wally Crow
Kansas City

End death penalty

The American Bar Association has released a two-year study done on the use of capital punishment in Missouri. I was not surprised to hear that the panel has found many flaws in this system of “justice.”

An independent, rather conservative group (including Judge Stephen Limbaugh, relative of Rush Limbaugh) has found serious issues with capital punishment as a source of justice. 

I think it is time we do away with a system that when wrong kills innocent people.

Let’s take the money that the death penalty costs all of the taxpayers of Missouri (three times more than life without parole) and use it to fund programs for victims’ services, give police more resources such as officers on the street to investigate more crimes, and better fund our children’s education.

Kathleen Holmes
Overland Park

What national debt?

There has been a lot of talk about the national debt of $15 trillion and how America is in over its head. While this huge number may scare some people, I don’t really think much of it.

Yes, we have a ton of debt, but I personally don’t see it affecting my life at all. 

I may be paying some extra taxes here or there, but my life hasn’t worsened in any way since the national debt has skyrocketed.

There may be a lot more to it that I am not seeing. But it seems like it doesn’t affect me one bit.

Ryan Didde
Leawood

Star exposes truth

Some letter writers have lauded the Catholic Church as a pillar of moral strength and guidance for the world society. To that I would not differ.

But when some seek to cast The Star, a “temporary heathen secular institution” as one writer put it, for exposing “some human failings” of the Church I take exception.

Look, the church’s sex molestation problem is more than mere human failings. 

This problem exists in Kenya, Tanzania, the Philippines, Austria, Belgium, Croatia, France, Germany, Ireland, Italy, Malta, the Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Slovenia, Sweden, England, Canada, Mexico, Australia, New Zealand, Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Peru, and in 27 dioceses and archdioceses of the United States.

Clearly, the church has an institutional problem. 

But let me be clear: By its action and inaction, the church is guilty of knowingly harboring and protecting child molesters. 

You are free to hide your head in the sand, but do not blame The Star for exposing the truth.

John Meyer
Blue Springs

Secrets to better life

For those who were looking for the secret of life and happiness, here it is:

Live each day as if it were your last. 

Love long and hard.

Hang on to every minute with dear life in mind. May God bless us all.

Set goals. Set your dreams. Aim high, and you will be successful beyond your wildest dreams.

Florentino Camacho Jr.
Kansas City

