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Missouri House passes $24 billion budget
Jason Hancock 

The Kansas City Star 

The Missouri House on Thursday passed a $24 billion state budget that eliminates cuts to higher education requested by the governor in part by ending a health care program for the blind.

The budget now goes to the Senate.

Rep. Ryan Silvey, a Kansas City Republican and the House budget chairman, said lawmakers should be proud of the budget they passed because it is balanced without increasing any taxes.

It also protects higher education from further cuts, something that is a big priority for the House, Silvey said.

Gov. Jay Nixon had originally proposed more than $100 million in cuts to higher education, but then he lowered that figure with funds from a national mortgage settlement. The House replaced the remaining $68 million in cuts by, among other things, eliminating a $28 million health care program that serves about 2,800 blind people who do not qualify for Medicaid.

"We have to make tough decisions in this body," Silvey said.

The budget does include $6 million for a scaled-down version of the health care program, with $4 million of that total coming from legislation that hasn't passed yet that ends a sales tax exemption for newspapers.

Democrats repeatedly called for the House to consider ways to increase revenue instead of relying solely on cuts to make up for a $500 million budget shortfall, suggesting an increase to the state's lowest-in-the-nation cigarette tax.

"If the state has to take away medical care from blind people to pay for its colleges and universities, it is well past time to start looking for new sources of revenue," said Minority Leader Mike Talboy, a Kansas City Democrat.

Republicans scoffed at the idea, with Silvey noting that the only thing he and Nixon seem to agree on is that "the state shouldn't be raising taxes on hardworking families during a recession."

The 13 bills that make up the state's budget will go to the Senate, where numerous Republicans have spoken out against ending the health care fund for the blind. Silvey said that if the Senate decides to reinstate the fund, it should be prepared to find corresponding cuts that don't come from higher education.

Nixon has repeatedly said he will oppose ending or reducing the health care fund for the blind.
Missouri House approves budget, cutting program for blind

BY ELIZABETH CRISP • ecrisp@post-dispatch.com > 573-635-6178 | Posted: Thursday, March 22, 2012 2:30 pm
JEFFERSON CITY • The Missouri House has approved a $24 billion spending plan that would eliminate a long-standing health care program for blind Missourians.

The House-adopted budget bills, which will serve as a framework for next year’s budget, now move to the Senate for review.

If approved, the spending plan would take $28 million from a health care program that serves about 2,800 blind people who do not qualify for Medicaid and put that money toward higher education. The budget also calls for the creation of a new, significantly scaled-back program to serve as a transition for blind people who benefit from the current program.

Several lawmakers described the cut to the blind aid as an emotional decision, but it ultimately passed in a 90-61 vote.

“We have to make tough decisions in this body,” said House Budget Committee Chair Ryan Silvey, R-Kansas City. “Continuing the assault on education in this state is just plain wrong.”

The House proposal would restore money that has been cut from higher education in recent years, and it gives an additional $5 million plus $1 increase to elementary and secondary education foundation formula.

Gov. Jay Nixon’s budget recommendation included a $5 million increase for K-12 but an additional cut to higher ed.

Nixon, a Democrat, has said he supports funding the blind health care program, and several House members have said they hope the Senate will restore funding to the program when the budget reaches that chamber.

During the four-plus hours that the House took to review budget bills this morning, several Democrats said they think the state should not have to make decisions of pitting health care for the blind against education.

Instead, they said lawmakers should look for ways to increase revenues.

Several suggested that increasing the cigarette tax or adopting measures to collect taxes on Internet sales could be additional sources of revenue.

“We have the lowest cigarette sales tax in the country,” said Rep. Judy Morgan, D-Kansas City.

Silvey said he thinks it would be more prudent for the state to create a scaled-back program for the blind that is “means tested.”

The current blind health care program is available to people who have too much income to qualify for Medicaid, but there are some restrictions. Recipients cannot have more than $20,000 in assets (excluding the homes they live in), and they cannot have sighted spouses who work.

A single blind or disabled person would have to make less than $9,495 a year to qualify for Medicaid.

Silvey noted that there are no programs to provide similar coverage beyond Medicaid for people with any other disability other than blindness.

“You’ve got one particular program that treats one disability so different than everybody else,” he said.

If that program is eliminated, “You would simply be treated like any other disability,” he said.

Despite the cuts in some areas, the $24 billion budget proposal includes a 2 percent raise for state employees who make less than $70,000.
State disability funds going broke, shutting down

Missouri's Second Injury Fund is on the brink of insolvency

AP
JEFFERSON CITY — With hundreds of thousands of wounded veterans looking for work after World War II, many states offered businesses an incentive to hire the returning heroes. They created special disability funds to help pay the tab should a soldier with a missing arm or eye suffer a second, debilitating injury in a private-sector job.

Over the ensuing decades, those disability funds provided aid not to only veterans, but to thousands of others with pre-existing ailments who slipped and fell, twisted their backs or blew out their knees while at work.

But as a new generation of wounded warriors returns from Iraq and Afghanistan, about 20 states have shut down their special disability funds because of rising costs, and others are teetering on insolvency, tearing holes in the safety net the funds were intended to provide.

Today, the federal government and some states offer tax breaks to encourage businesses to hire returning veterans. But more than 675,000 veterans from Iraq and Afghanistan have reported disabilities, and they are having a harder time getting jobs than their able-bodied, private-sector counterparts, said David Autry, a spokesman for Disabled American Veterans.

“We understand states are strapped for cash, thanks to the economy,” Autry said. But “it would be a shame to just let these funds disappear.” The unemployment rate for veterans injured in Iraq and Afghanistan is 12.1 percent, compared with 9.5 percent for those without disabilities.

Since the recession, many businesses are cautious about extra costs related to employees, according to Chamber of Commerce officials.

“If you talk to businesses, they are more hesitant in making any type of investment at this point, including the hiring of people,” said Missouri chamber spokeswoman Karen Buschmann.

The “second injury funds” are meant to encourage hiring of disabled workers by limiting businesses’ financial risk. If an employee who is partially disabled suffers an on-the-job injury that further impairs his or her ability to work, the second injury fund covers the workers’ compensation benefits for that new injury. Without such funds, businesses are left to bear the full cost through their workers’ compensation insurance. Although businesses pay into the second injury fund, the tab may be less than the increase in their workers’ compensation premiums would be.

A little over half the states still have second injury funds, but rising costs have contributed to the closure of numerous others over the past two decades.

South Carolina’s Second Injury Fund, which is due to be phased out by next year, stopped considering claims from injuries that happened after June 2008 because of rising losses that resulted in surcharges to employers and insurers of nearly $200 million annually. New York, which created the nation’s first second-injury fund in 1916, closed the fund to all new claims in July 2010 when its outstanding liabilities topped $18 billion, according to a report by Workers Compensation Research Institute. New Jersey’s has been plagued by cash-flow problems.

Missouri’s Second Injury Fund is on the verge of insolvency. Last year, the fund collected $43 million from businesses, while its obligations increased to $77 million. To cope with a growing shortfall, Attorney General Chris Koster quit settling cases in late 2009, forcing them to drag out through a hearing process. He laid off about one-third of the attorneys who defend the fund. And last year, he quit paying new awards for permanent, total disability cases.

The state now owes about $15 million to more than 190 people who were awarded benefits in the past year.

“The fund is spiraling out of fiscal control,” said Koster, a Democrat, who wants the fund to either be abolished or revamped with a new funding mechanism.

Oklahoma was in a similar situation about a decade ago but later adopted a new flexible surcharge and reinstated its fund in 2005.

Critics of second injury funds contend they have outlived their purpose and shift costs to small businesses that may never benefit from the funds. The American with Disabilities Act provides greater legal protections to workers than existed during the World War II era. And today’s veterans also have better access to federal health care benefits, said Jon Gellman, a New Jersey whose has specialized in representing plaintiffs in workers’ compensation and occupational disease cases.

“If you take away the second injury fund, it may not be missed at this point, because the reasons aren’t as valid to have it as in the past,” Gellman said.

But the Missouri Chamber of Commerce and Industry contends the funds still provide necessary protection to both employers and workers — especially in a slowly recovering economy.

Army veteran Valerie Brown, 34, knows how difficult it can be for the current generation of disabled veterans to find jobs. After two tours of duty in Iraq, Brown said she was diagnosed as 60 percent disabled from post-traumatic stress disorder and hearing loss. She searched for four months before landing an entry level job that she found so frustrating she quit. So she enrolled in college and is now re-starting her hunt for work.

“Coming forward and actually telling people you have PTSD is very, very risky,” said Brown, an Oklahoma native who now lives in Independence, Mo.

Brown said injured veterans need help persuading employers to give them a chance.

“If something happened at work, say the person has a seizure or something and hits her head on the desk or gets injured, that would make such a huge difference,” she said.

Among the veterans receiving weekly payments from the Missouri fund is John Cleeton, who broke his ankle while serving with the Army in Vietnam and then suffered a variety of on-the-job injuries as a Kansas City police officer. He fears it would be financially devastating for people who suffer future work-related injuries if the Second Injury Fund were to be eliminated.

“It helps people —it keeps them from having to resort to begging at the corners,” Cleeton said

State disability funds have run into financial troubles for a variety of reasons. As more people have become eligible for payments — most of them civilians injured on the job, not veterans — the dollar value of the awards also has grown because of the rising cost of medical care, and the assessments charged to businesses have not kept pace.

Missouri is an extreme example. A 2005 law placed a 3 percent cap on the Second Injury Fund surcharge on businesses’ workers compensation premiums, instead of allowing the rate to fluctuate to meet expenses. The law was backed by various business associations, who now are supporting legislation to raise the surcharge cap to 4.5 percent, or perhaps as much 6 percent. But some attorneys who represent the disabled say that won’t be enough to save the fund.

“It is the business community that created this shortfall,” said St. Louis attorney Mark Moreland, who is on the board of governors for the Missouri Association of Trial Attorneys. “It is time that we stop letting them be dead-beat dads to the disabled.”
Recovery Chapel loses more state funding

Director admits mistakes but defends organization, aims to make the facility self-sufficient

Springfield News-Leader
The Missouri Department of Corrections pulled its funding from Recovery Chapel on Tuesday, on the heels of a decision in February by the Department of Mental Health to cancel its funding.

The Department of Corrections said Recovery Chapel was providing services outside the scope of its contracts but did not give specifics. When contacted for comment Thursday, the department provided a short statement that said it had terminated its contracts with Recovery Chapel effective immediately in accordance with the terms of the contracts.

Farris Robertson, Recovery Chapel director, on Thursday revealed the earlier claims the Department of Mental Health made against his organization in an effort to explain the impact of the state’s decisions to pull funding.

The claims, made in a March 7 letter, include a motor vehicle accident in December that resulted in a preliminary finding of neglect against an employee. And in a Feb. 24 letter, the department detailed an allegation of sexual abuse against another employee. The department said it had been unable to substantiate the allegation but that evidence of other problems with the employee had been found.

Robertson acknowledged mistakes in how the organization handled the accident, but he defended the conduct of his employees and his organization’s methods. Among the problems cited by the state, all of which are disputed by Robertson:

Information about a confidential investigation was discussed during an open meeting with clients

Medication was not properly stored, and

Some clients reported feelings of intimidation and reprisal in addition to other concerns.

Recovery Chapel operates the Big House on West Grand Street, a facility for alcohol and drug abusers located in a former nursing home. Residents live at the center, prepare their own meals and hold religious services.

Robertson does not dispute the state’s recounting of problems due to the accident. On Dec. 1, a van being used by Recovery Chapel to shuttle residents back from a job site rolled over, resting 35 feet away from the road, after the driver-side rear tire malfunctioned.

The back seats in the van had been removed, and passengers were riding on the floor without seat belts along with an air compressor, toolboxes, plywood, hoses, ladders and scraps of shingles.

Two passengers were taken to the hospital with injuries.

Prior to the accident, another employee and a resident had told the employee there were problems with the van tires and that the rear driver’s side tire did not have any tread on it.

“That’s the one thing we really did wrong, and we’re paying for that and the insurance is paying for that,” Robertson said.

Robertson told the News-Leader he reprimanded the employee at the time, but the person is still on staff.

An allegation of sexual abuse was also made against a different employee. Robertson said a single resident had alleged that the employee kissed him. After an investigation, the Department of Mental Health sent letters to both the employee and Robertson in which it said the department had been unable to substantiate the allegation.

“He’s a flamboyant soul. But he’s a terrific housemother, and we need a male housemother in this environment instead of a female housemother so we can break in our guys and see what they’re doing,” Robertson said.

Robertson said the employee is not homosexual but helps rid residents of their prejudices.

However, the department said there was evidence of “grave concern” about the employee. A letter to Robertson dated Feb. 24 said those interviewed described numerous and repeated verbal statements and gestures of a “graphic sexual nature.”

“Although (the employee) initially denied making such sexual comments toward consumers (residents), he later stated he ‘freely’ made sexual comments and sexual innuendos toward consumers and other staff,” the letter reads.

Robertson responded to the department’s letter with a letter of his own, in which he defended the employee and Recovery Chapel’s environment. He wrote that the organization acknowledges the “flesh nature of mankind” and that many men are attracted to Recovery Chapel’s straight-talk environment.

“The clients were not required to continue with us if they were offended by our techniques, and we readily admit that we are often coarse in our approach,” Robertson wrote.

The department should be sensitive to Recovery Chapel’s approach, Robertson wrote, and should not demand that “we be sufficiently bland to appeal to every client.”

Efforts to contact the Department of Mental Health for comment were unsuccessful.

The Access to Recovery funds, which the organization had been receiving from the DMH, accounted for about 20 percent of Recovery Chapel’s $560,000 budget, or about $9,000 a month.

Without Department of Corrections funding, the organization is losing an additional $6,000 a month, Robertson said.

Robertson said Recovery Chapel is working toward becoming self-sufficient to survive without state funding.

He showed off a letter he said he had just received from a former resident. A $500 check had come with the letter, Robertson said.

“For someone to tell me that’s what made the difference in my life, amazing,” Robertson said.
Nixon appoints 2 to Mo. Ethics Commission 
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- Gov. Jay Nixon has appointed one of his former deputies in the attorney general's office to serve on the Missouri Ethics Commission.

John Munich, a St. Louis area lawyer, served as a deputy attorney general for litigation in the 1990s when Nixon was attorney general. Munich helped create the Medicaid Fraud Control Unit within the attorney general's office.

Also appointed by Nixon to the Ethics Commission is William Stoltz, president and CEO of Central Federal Savings and Loan in Rolla.

If confirmed by the state Senate, both appointees would serve until March 2016.

The Ethics Commission enforces Missouri's laws on campaign finance, lobbying and conflicts of interest for public officials.
Bill on education reform worries Ozarks lawmakers, school officials

Educators oppose several aspects

Springfield News-Leader
JEFFERSON CITY — Education reform was a high priority for lawmakers heading into this year’s legislative session amid questions about ways to change how public education is funded and to fix public schools in Kansas City and St. Louis.

But a 62-page omnibus House bill addressing those issues is causing new worries for southwest Missouri lawmakers and educators.

The bill now also includes ideas that many Ozarks school officials oppose, such as eliminating teacher tenure, expanding charter schools and using tax credits to help pay for private school tuition.

“In my opinion, that might be good politics, but it’s not good business,” said Willard Superintendent Kent Medlin.

That same sentiment is echoed by lawmakers from the region, who worry that having an omnibus bill will give people an excuse to oppose school reform altogether this year.

“I hope things don’t get caught up in a hostage environment,” said Rep. Melissa Leach, R-Springfield.

Bipartisan opposition is preventing the bill from reaching the House floor, even though it passed out of the House Education Committee nearly a month ago.

House Speaker Steven Tilley, R-Perryville, acknowledged he does not have the votes right now to pass the bill, but he believes House members should still debate the measure.

“I think we should try to tackle difficult problems,” Tilley said.

Tilley also doubts whether letting each issue stand on its own merits in an individual bill is the best approach. He noted House Republicans do not agree on seemingly popular proposals like fixing the way state aid is delivered to districts.

“That means there probably isn’t a consensus on anything,” he said.

The omnibus approach could at least allow for leverage on some issues to get support for the overall package, House leaders said.

Many southwest Missouri lawmakers are still skeptical. One of their arguments against the current bill is that it attempts to find statewide solutions for problems that really only exist in Kansas City and St. Louis. Both districts are struggling to regain accreditation and maintain stable enrollment.

“The issues are nowhere like that in outstate Missouri,” said Rep. Sara Lampe, D-Springfield.

One of the biggest problems for metro schools is the so-called Turner fix, which allows students to transfer from an unaccredited district into an adjacent school or a district within the same county. The name comes from a court case that involved a student from the St. Louis area.

Many of the education bill’s proposals, including the use of tuition tax credits and charter schools, attempt to address the Turner fix. But it could also harm outstate schools by reducing the amount of state school aid or limiting local control of schools.

The bill allots $40 million to tuition tax credits for private schools. That money comes out of the same general revenue fund used to pay for state education. Public schools should receive just over $3.3 billion next year, but that is still $178 million less than what state law dictates the funding level should be.

“We are underfunded as it stands,” said Nixa Superintendent Stephen Kleinsmith. “For us to take money away from an already underfunded program — K-12 public education in Missouri — to the tune of millions of dollars, that would just be so counterproductive to us doing well.”

Proponents of the tax credits say per-pupil expenses in those unaccredited districts are already two or three times higher than in outstate Missouri. The credits could be a way to lower the cost of an education.

“Someone may look at that as $40 million we’re already spending,” said Rep. Eric Burlison, R-Springfield.

Burlison also worries that if the state does not pass some sort of Turner fix soon, the courts could step in and come up with a solution. That could be more costly to southwest Missouri than the education current proposal, he said.

Also a sticking point for lawmakers and school officials are provisions that would eliminate tenure for new teachers hired after July 1, 2013.

It also ties pay increases for teachers to the results of standardized tests, like the Missouri Achievement Program.

Burlison said he understands the opposition to tenure.

“In the private sector, no one has a guaranteed job regardless of how good or bad you perform,” he said.

But education groups say proponents are using teachers as an ideological policy and a scapegoat for problems with the public school system.

“It’s coming from the approach that bad teachers are the problem and that’s not it,” said Ray Smith, president of the Springfield NEA.

Smith instead said lawmakers should provide adequate funding and let local school districts govern themselves.

Tilley said the bill could head to the House floor next week. The measure is House Bill 1740.
SEMO regents may consolidate 2 colleges

Friday, March 23, 2012
By Erin Ragan ~ Southeast Missourian 

The Southeast Missouri State University Board of Regents will decide today on the first of several measures to create a smaller budget under pressure of probable reductions in state appropriations for higher education. 

University president Dr. Ken Dobbins predicts a consolidation of two academic colleges, staff changes prompted by retirements and vacancies and budget cuts in various departments will help the university deal with a $3.3 million cut to its overall annual budget. 

Combining the College of Science and Mathematics and the School of Polytechnic Studies into the College of Science, Technology and Agriculture and eliminating two deans and an administrative position will save the university around $250,000, according to Dobbins. The dean of polytechnic studies retired last year. Now one dean will oversee the newly combined school. 

Dobbins said Wednesday that some university faculty weren't initially in favor of combining the schools. 

"Some people don't like it, because they want to have their own. But financially, you can't do that," he said. 

According to Dobbins, the decision by the university and the name of the combined school were a "sticky point." 

The change has undergone review by departments, an academic council, deans and the provost. 

Dobbins said he doesn't think students will be affected by the change, and if anything, their experience will be better because of collaboration between departments. No other colleges were considered for combination because no others were as good a fit together, Dobbins said. The board will consider a motion for the combination in open session today. 

Another change coming will deal with the university's staff roster. There are three deans, six chairmen and 30 faculty vacancies set for the next academic year, with many of those vacancies caused by retirements of tenured professors. The vacancies equal around 10 percent of the university's total number of faculty members. While some vacancies will not be filled, others will be, by non-tenure track faculty. 

Dobbins said he doesn't think non-tenured faculty will affect student outcomes and that the move is a good way of getting excellent faculty at a lower price. 

"It's not the quality we are talking about; they just get paid less than a tenured or tenure-track position," he said. 

Cuts to operational budgets will also help the university meet budget demands by saving $500,000 to $600,000. 

The university was looking at a $5.2 million cut under a first proposal released by Gov. Jay Nixon that would have cut 12.5 percent from the budgets of public colleges and universities. The blow was softened slightly in early February when Nixon announced plans to add $40 million back based on funds Missouri is expected to receive as part of a settlement between the state and mortgage lenders. 

State Sen. Jason Crowell, R-Cape Girardeau, announced opposition to the governor's plan during a Senate meeting in Jefferson City this week. 

Some legislators, including Crowell, compare Nixon's proposed level of funding with an amount originally proposed to fund public colleges and universities in 1997. Crowell said he has many questions and even more doubts that the $40 million will come through, and that other funding promised could be withheld by the governor. 

"All we have about that $40 million is a press release from the attorney general's office, saying it's happening," Crowell said. "Everyone's going around saying it's real money." 

Crowell said the state doesn't know when the money is coming and that universities need to be able to base their budgets on real money. 

"I'm not asking those questions because I want to cut higher education, I am asking those questions because our universities deserve honesty," he said. "And the solution I am hearing to all this is that $40 million just dropped out of the sky." 

Crowell said the legislature should instead be looking at balancing the state's budget by cutting tax credits and pensions, as well as money spent in prisons on nonviolent offenders. 

The board of regents meets at 1:30 p.m. today in the Glenn Auditorium inside Dempster Hall on the university campus. 
Colleges seek prestige by becoming universities

Many Kansas and Missouri institutions have made the change, but some like tradition.

By MARÁ ROSE WILLIAMS
The Kansas City Star 

Has “college” lost its cachet?

One has to look hard to find one anymore, at least one that does not have “community” in front of it.

Over the last couple of decades, area four-year institutions, including MidAmerica Nazarene (1997), Rockhurst (1999), Park (2000), Avila (2002), St. Mary in Leavenworth (2003) and Central Methodist in Fayette, Mo. (2004), have donned the academic robes of “university.” 

Such name changes are all legitimate, as these schools offer — although some, very few — accredited graduate programs, which is a key distinction for most.

“University,” even one on a tiny campus with meager syllabi, can be a prestige selling point when competing for students.

In the area, only William Jewell in Liberty and Benedictine in Atchison still call themselves colleges. 

“We are never going to change our name just because everybody else has,” said Anne Dema, provost at William Jewell College, adding that Jewell is proud to be exactly what it is, a “good school,” ranked 127th nationally among the top 252 liberal arts colleges. “We have always been a college, and our focus is on undergraduate education.”

Rockhurst in Kansas City, too, was content for decades to be called a college, even though it had been granted a university charter in 1951 and had been offering MBAs since 1976. 

“It was kept under wraps,” said Katherine Frohoff, director of public relations, who was at the school when it finally changed its name. Nor did the idea of abandoning “college” go over well with everyone.

One incentive, she acknowledged, was the misperception of prospective students that a college would not have the academic programs that Rockhurst actually did offer. Also, she said, “many community colleges were dropping the word ‘community,’ and we didn’t want people to think we did not offer four-year programs.”

It is a nationwide phenomenon. In the 27 largely Midwestern states categorized by the Higher Learning Commission, 143 colleges have taken upgrades to universities in the last 30 years.

Up north, St. Joseph Junior College became Missouri Western Junior College in 1966, then Missouri Western State College in 1974, and finally made the last leap in 2005 to Missouri Western State University.

Hannibal-LaGrange in Hannibal now puts university behind its name, with only a handful of full-time graduate students. 

Haskell Indian College in Lawrence began calling itself a university in 1993, clearly as a matter of prestige in the tribal educational hierarchy, despite offering no master’s and only four bachelor’s programs. 

Yale was the first college to offer a doctorate degree and therefore claims to have been the country’s first university.

Out east among other prestigious Ivys, however, college does not denote lower-tier or even bachelor offerings only. Dartmouth College awards Ph.D.s, as do Middlebury College and Boston College. Well-known halls such as Vassar, Skidmore, and William and Mary in the East, as well as Claremont McKenna in California, have distinguished master’s programs, without needing a name change.

“The word ‘college’ describes us and fits us,” said Dema at William Jewell. “There are some very fine institutions with all sorts of names. Dartmouth College is one. We believe that ‘college’ fits our program commitment. We view ourselves as a national liberal arts college.” 

She said the Baptist-affiliated school has resisted the temptations of graduate programs so it can more closely focus on undergraduate studies in smaller classes with more student/professor interaction.

Even Jane Glickman, a spokeswoman for the U.S. Department of Education, which has no rules distinguishing a university from a college, fell unknowingly into the misperception trap.

“My daughter goes to Oberlin College, and I wondered, why isn’t this a university?” she said. 

The Ohio liberal arts school, which ranks 24th nationally, does offer master’s programs in music.

Debra Humphreys, spokeswoman with the Association of American Colleges and Universities, said, “For the most part, universities offer graduate degrees and colleges don’t. And most of the time, liberal arts colleges are smaller than universities.”

“It is just a name,” said Gay Clyburn, spokeswoman for the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching, which established the widely used classifications. “There are no rules. No one has said this is what makes a college or this makes a university.”

The state of New York, on the other hand, took issue with Trump University two years ago. The Donald’s online venture into education, which offered no college credits, is now called the Trump Entrepreneur Initiative. 

Name inflation may be even older than grade inflation in higher education. Many of our universities began as “normal’ schools. Now in Kansas and Missouri, all public four-year institutions have university as part of their name. In 1972, schools in the string of Missouri state teachers colleges gave themselves a new name, just as those in Pittsburg and Emporia in Kansas changed their names five years later. 

Religious schools, such as the former Missouri Baptist College, followed suit, as have some medical schools, including those teaching the chiropractic arts. One of the most startling re-creations was West Suburban College of Nursing in Illinois morphing into Resurrection University.

For-profit schools also jumped on the “university” bandwagon: Kaplan in 2004, DeVry two years earlier. Something called “Financial Peace University” offers classes in local church classrooms on straightening out personal finances. 

Benedictine College in Atchison, which teaches at the graduate level, has discussed changing its name, too.

“To some degree, it’s kind of a marketing tool,” said Steve Johnson, director of marketing and communications. “‘University’ is at a higher level in the perceptions of the public.”

But Johnson and his school can’t take advantage of it. A Benedictine University already exists in Illinois.

“So we can’t very easily switch over.”
Lawmaker: Alcohol department needs staff
St. Joseph News-Press
When the budget for Alcohol and Tobacco Control took a major hit in 2010, the department’s 40-plus staff was cut to five to enforce alcohol laws throughout the state. State Rep. Galen Higdon is trying to boost those numbers. 

Mr. Higdon, a St. Joseph Republican and former Buchanan County sheriff’s deputy, got the second read on his House bill Wednesday, a bill that seeks to establish a fund using money generated by fees tied to licenses. The fund would be directed to the “alcohol and tobacco control trust fund,” and would be used to hire more personnel. 

It’s an issue the lawmaker worked on last year, but he couldn’t find a way to fund the division without hurting other programs. He pulled a bill last year after finding out it would have affected funding for state viticulture programs. 

He said the division, because it is so understaffed, is up to three months’ behind on applications for liquor licenses, and those delays affect business development in the state. 

Mr. Higdon received support from a variety of law enforcement organizations that feel overwhelmed by having to put liquor control duties on their officers. He said he’s had conversations with different departments that say they are “swamped with complaints and enforcement requests from vendors.” 

Getting his bill through the legislative process will probably not be easy. He did not seek co-sponsorship because he did not want his fellow lawmakers to be on the “chopping block.” 

“It’s going to be a push, because no one likes to dedicate money,” he said, noting that a percentage of the $33 million in revenue generated by the division would be dedicated to a fund for further enforcement. 

The bill has yet to be assigned to a committee, but Mr. Higdon said once discussions begin, “then I’ll find out what hornet’s nest I’ve poked.” 

“If this attempt isn’t successful,” he said, “it will be on my agenda until I’m out of here.”
Mentally ill Dardenne Prairie man challenges unemployment bureaucracy

BY STEVE GIEGERICH • sgiegerich@post-dispatch.com > 314-340-8172 | Posted: Friday, March 23, 2012 12:05 am
It's a testament to perseverance that Ricky Arnaz Crawford reached his late 20s before the voices in his head forced him out of steady employment.

Now he’s landed in a bureaucratic snafu on its way to the Missouri Supreme Court.

The Missouri Division of Employment Security is pursuing Crawford for $3,000 – the amount it says Crawford was overpaid while collecting unemployment in 2009-10.

Crawford, a diagnosed schizophrenic, received the jobless benefits prior to a determination by another agency, the federal Social Security Administration, that he is “not mentally capable of full-time competitive employment.”

The finding enables Crawford to collect government payments for the disabled.

His attorneys contend the state erred in calculating the alleged overpayment.

"He didn't get any more than he was entitled to, because it was Social Security that reduced the benefit by the amount of his unemployment," says John Ammann, the director of the St. Louis University Legal Clinic.

Further, they argue, Crawford shouldn’t be on the hook even if he were overpaid – it was the government’s mistake, not his.

“Everybody understands that Arnaz Crawford is totally innocent of any wrongdoing, and that is the legal argument that we are making,” said Martin Perron, his pro bono St. Louis attorney.

Neither the Division of Employment Security nor the Social Security Administration would answer detailed questions about Crawford’s case. The high court is expected to entertain oral arguments this fall.

Crawford’s life has been defined by two constants – family and schizophrenia. His fraternal twin Laressa Crawford, diagnosed at the age of 12, has never been able to work.

Unwilling to accept a similar fate, Ricky Crawford forged ahead, despite the at-times debilitating delusions.

The Dardenne Prairie resident landed his first job at 15 and continued to draw a paycheck, working nearly non-stop at fast food restaurants, cleaning services and retail outlets. Then in early 2009, while stocking shelves at a Lake Saint Louis Wal-Mart, a manager summoned him to an office.

“I was hearing a voice, and I was yelling at myself,” Crawford says. “A customer heard me, and I was fired.”

A spokeswoman for Wal-Mart Stores Inc. was unable to confirm the details of Crawford's employment. 

The dismissal prompted Crawford to check himself in for a brief and voluntary stay in a mental hospital. Citing a diagnosis of schizophrenia, major depressive disorder and borderline intellectual functioning, a physician subsequently recommended that Crawford apply for disability – a request initially denied by the Social Security Administration.

Crawford appealed the ruling and applied for state unemployment benefits in July 2009 as he waited for the Social Security Administration to reconsider its decision.

Eight months later, the Social Security Administration decided in his favor.

The ruling meant Crawford was eligible for disability payments from March 2, 2010 forward, as well as retroactive compensation for the time that elapsed – a little over a year – as Social Security considered the appeal.

Court documents indicate Social Security Administration and Division of Employment Security officials calculated the amount the federal government needed to deduct from the retroactive disability payments to balance the jobless benefits Crawford accrued as he waited out the appeal process.

Social Security Administration spokeswoman Dorothy Clark said consultations between officials of the federal agency and representatives of state unemployment systems are common in resolving potential overpayments from disability and jobless claims.

But less than a month after Crawford became eligible for disability, the Division of Employment Security – as part of a larger crackdown on over-payments to the unemployed – demanded that Crawford repay $3,000.

It remains unclear whether the agencies made mistakes in calculating Crawford’s benefits. But even if they did, Crawford shouldn’t be on the hook, his lawyers argue.

“The two systems interacted. They did what they were supposed to do,” Ammann said. “You can't go back now and change it.”

Crawford’s lawyers are challenging a portion of the statute governing unemployment law that allows the state to seek restitution “using any methods under the law,” Perron said.

“It doesn't give them the right to demand payment when a person is totally innocent of wrongdoing,” he said.

A representative of a leading advocacy organization said Crawford is far from the first mentally disabled individual caught up in disputes with state and federal entitlement bureaucracies.

“For better or worse, this is a dual system based on two factors in conflict with one another,” said Andrew Sperling, director of federal affairs for the National Alliance on Mental Illness. “One is designed with the presumption that you are able-bodied, able to work, and therefore eligible to collect unemployment insurance. The other assumes you are disabled and presumably unable to work.”

In Crawford's case, that conflict wound its way past several administrative law judges and labor referees before it landed on the steps of the Supreme Court earlier this year.

Ammann hopes the Supreme Court decision in the Crawford case will provide the Division of Employment Security with better direction on issues arising from over-payments and the benefits awarded to displaced workers who, as it happens, are also disabled.

Perron enlisted Ammann and the SLU law clinic to assist him last month during the preparation of briefs the court will take into consideration as the matter moves toward a formal hearing.

For his part, Crawford wants the problem with the state to go away. And he wants to work again. As required by unemployment insurance rules, Crawford continued to apply for jobs while collecting unemployment and waiting for his appeal to be heard. He accepted a couple of offers from fast food restaurants, only to have putative employers ask him to leave when the voices returned during training and orientation.

And while the symptoms of schizophrenia remain, Crawford has battled back with a regimen of medications. His progress has increased resolve to re-enter the workforce.

His mother, also named Laressa, has no doubt he will again persevere.

“He's a determined kid, he always has been," said Laressa Crawford. "I envy him, because he has his goals and he goes after them."
Steelman picks up Tea Party endorsement
Missouri News Horizon
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. — The organization that bills itself as the nation’s largest tea party political action group is throwing its endorsement to former state treasurer Sarah Steelman in the race for U.S. Senate.

“One of Tea Party Express’ top priorities in 2012 is to elect a conservative majority to the U.S. Senate, and we are excited to make this endorsement in Missouri as we work to defeat Senator Claire McCaskill, said Amy Kremer, chairman of the Tea Party Express.
The Tea Party Express endorses candidates throughout the country. So far, it has endorsed four other candidates around the country.

Steelman is locked in a three-way Republican primary fight with Congressman Todd Akin and St. Louis businessman John Brunner.

Kremer sighted Steelman’s “conservative economic record” and her previous record of running statewide candidacies. Kremer said the group’s main goal in Missouri is to defeat Democratic Senator Claire McCaskill.

“Americans are fed up with the out-of-control spending and irresponsible job-killing legislation coming out of Washington,” said Kremer in a statement released from the Tea Party Express headquarters. “While Senator McCaskill has been voting to expand government and spend money through government programs like ObamaCare and the failed stimulus, Sarah has advocated for reining in spending by demanding a balanced budget and repealing ObamaCare.”

Steelman, who is traveling around the state with Kremer, said she was glad to have the endorsement.

“I am honored and humbled to receive the Tea Party Express’ endorsement,” said Steelman on her campaign website. “I am excited to work with Amy to restore power back into the hands of the people by preserving liberty and honoring the Constitution.”
MO Senate Hopeful Sarah Steelman Picks Up Tea Party Endorsement

By: David Oliver & Missouri News Horizon, KOLR-DT/ Springfield
Updated: March 22, 2012

(Springfield, MO) -- The organization that bills itself as the nation's largest tea party political action group is throwing its endorsement to former state treasurer Sarah Steelman in the race for U.S. Senate.

"One of Tea Party Express' top priorities in 2012 is to elect a conservative majority to the U.S. Senate, and we are excited to make this endorsement in Missouri as we work to defeat Senator Claire McCaskill, said Amy Kremer, chairman of the Tea Party Express.

The Tea Party Express endorses candidates throughout the country. So far, it has endorsed four other candidates around the country.

Steelman is locked in a three-way Republican primary fight with Congressman Todd Akin and St. Louis businessman John Brunner.

Kremer sighted Steelman's "conservative economic record" and her previous record of running state wide candidacies. Kremer said the group's main goal in Missouri is to defeat Democratic Senator Claire McCaskill.

"Americans are fed up with the out-of-control spending and irresponsible job-killing legislation coming out of Washington," said Kremer in a statement released from the Tea Party Express headquarters. "While Senator McCaskill has been voting to expand government and spend money through government programs like ObamaCare and the failed stimulus, Sarah has advocated for reining in spending by demanding a balanced budget and repealing ObamaCare."

Steelman, who is travelling around the state with Kremer, said she was glad to have the endorsement.

"I am honored and humbled to receive the Tea Party Express' endorsement," said Steelman on her campaign website. "I am excited to work with Amy to restore power back into the hands of the people by preserving liberty and honoring the Constitution."

"At some point you have to engage and that's what we've done," said Kremer in Springfield. "You have to stand up and fight for what you believe in and we believe she's the one that can take on Claire McCaskill and take that gavel out of Harry Reid's hands."
Tea Party Express endorses Steelman for U.S. Senate

Other tea party groups forgo similar endorsement 

by Jerry Jacob, KYTV-DT/Springfield
3:37 PM CDT, March 22, 2012

OZARK, Mo. -- With a relentless crack of gunfire often punctuating their points, the leader of the largest Tea Party political action committee endorsed Sarah Steelman's campaign for U.S. Senate from Missouri.

"We believe she not only has that maverick spirit and style, she is a true conservative," said Amy Kremer, leader of Tea Party Express, a political action committee based in Sacramento, California. "And once she gets there (the Senate), she's not going to just fall in line with the Republican leadership. She's going to stand up for what's right."

Kremer made the endorsement, along with a $2,500 contribution to the Steelman campaign, at The Sound of Freedom USA, an indoor firing range in Ozark, Mo. As Steelman and Kremer answered questions from journalists and private citizens, customers of the range kept firing away nearby.

Said Steelman at one point: "Me and the (BANG!) Tea Party Express (BANG!) are engaging (BANG!) all over the country in (BANG!) making (BANG!) elected officials and people take notice."

Added a smiling Steelman, "That's the sound of freedom."

Kremer said Tea Party Express is committed to making more of an impact at local levels than headlines at the national level this election season. "We've matured," she said. "I call it 'The Tea Party 2.0.' We're working on local and state levels to really affect change. Those people really impact your life."

"I'm honored and excited that they're endorsing me," said Steelman. "I think they saw that I'm a fighter, and I'm not afraid to standup for what I believe in despite the political consequences or who I have to go against."

Right now, Steelman, a former Missouri treasurer, is going against Missouri Congressman Todd Akin and St. Louis businessman and former Marine Corps infantry officer John Brunner for the Republican nomination for Senate. The winner of the Missouri Primary on August 7 will face incumbent Democrat Claire McCaskill in November. Akin received a major endorsement last month from Mike Huckabee and his political action committee, Huck PAC.

Kremer said that Steelman's perceived ability to defeat McCaskill was a factor in the endorsement decision.

"We're not here to take down another conservative or attack another conservative," Kremer said. "We looked at the whole race and we believe she has the fighter spirit and she's the one who can do it."

A coalition of 17 Missouri Tea Party groups released a statement Thursday stressing that they had not endorsed anyone in the Senate race and would not be taking sides.

Lebanon Tea Party member and former Missouri Congressman Ike Skelton stated, “We encourage all Missouri Tea Party groups to speak for themselves. Missouri Tea Party groups can express their own beliefs and choose their own candidates.” Karladine Graves of Missouri Conservative Coalition added, “It is the impression that may be given by the Tea Party Express to the people of Missouri. They are speaking for all tea party and individual conservative group organizations when in fact they do not. We speak for ourselves.”
Steelman accepts endorsement in visit to Ozark
Springfield News-Leader
OZARK — U.S. Senate candidate Sarah Steelman paid a visit to a shooting range in Ozark on Thursday afternoon to spread campaign messages and accept an endorsement.

Steelman met with Ozark citizens at Sounds of Freedom U.S.A. indoor shooting range. The Tea Party Express political action committee presented the Republican from Rolla and former state treasurer a check with a $2,500 campaign contribution. Steelman said she was honored to officially accept the endorsement.

“That is an organization led by Amy Kremer who has changed history, literally. In 2010 you got voters engaged in the political process because they were mad, they were upset about the direction that they see our country headed. We all love our country and we want to save it. This is such a critical election,” Steelman said.

The Tea Party Express wants Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid, D-Nev., removed from his position of power.

“We believe that Sarah is the conservative who has that maverick spirit, who is willing to go up and take on Claire McCaskill, but also once she gets to the Senate, she’s willing to take on the Republican Party and the establishment and fight for what is right for the American people and for the people in Missouri,” Chairman of Tea Party Express Amy Kremer said.

Steelman discussed several campaign issues including health care, insurance, economics and government spending in her half-hour visit. She criticized Congress for failing to adopt a federal budget.

“We know that people like Claire McCaskill and Sen. Harry Reid in the deep dark hole of the United States Senate — who ... only want to engage in class warfare and over regulate the economy — they have got to go,” Steelman said.

McCaskill launched a criticism of her own against a budget that House Budget Committee Chairman Paul Ryan, R-Wis., introduced. Sen. McCaskill says the budget talk distracts from a job creation mission.

“Too many members of Congress who told us they’d focus on job-creation instead seem willing to pull the rug out from under Missouri’s seniors in order to reward corporations and the richest Americans. ...,” McCaskill said.

Steelman is one of six candidates declared for the Republican primary for one of Missouri’s two U.S. Senate seats.
New St. Charles County Republican caucus to be held 

BY MARK SCHLINKMANN • mschlinkmann@post-dispatch.com > 636-255-7203 | Posted: Friday, March 23, 2012 12:05 am
ST. CHARLES • Missouri Republican leaders will hold a new countywide St. Charles County caucus to replace Saturday's disbanded meeting, a supporter of presidential hopeful Mitt Romney's campaign said Thursday.

Jay Kanzler, the Romney backer, spoke after emerging from a closed-door meeting with state GOP officials and representatives of candidates Rick Santorum, Ron Paul and Newt Gingrich.

Kanzler said a date hasn't been firmed up.

GOP sources said someone with the state party would be temporary chairman of the new caucus instead of the county GOP chairman, Eugene Dokes. Dokes' actions were sharply criticized Saturday by supporters of Paul and Romney.

GOP State Chairman David Cole, who called Thursday's meeting, said only that an announcement would be made today on what happens next.

Kanzler said "the decision has been made by the Missouri Republican Party, and the Romney campaign supports efforts to make sure that everyone participates that wants to participate in the caucus process."

The Thursday session, at the County Administration Building, lasted more than two hours and also included Lloyd Smith, the state GOP's executive director.

County Executive Steve Ehlmann, the county's top Republican elected official, welcomed the group and then left. Earlier Thursday, Cole and Smith met with Dokes and some other county committee members.

Saturday's caucus, in the Francis Howell North High School gym in St. Peters, was adjourned with no delegates selected after boisterous disputes over caucus rules imposed by organizers — including a ban on video and audio recording — and the selection of a caucus chairman.

Caucus organizers said police requested the shutdown while police said organizers made that decision. Two Paul supporters were arrested for trespassing after police said they were given numerous warnings to leave school property. One of them was arrested outside the gym as he was trying to reconvene the caucus outside.

Caucuses pick delegates to attend congressional district conventions in April and the GOP state convention in June. Those meetings choose most of the state's 52 national convention delegates.

Paul and Romney backers complained Saturday about Dokes' decision to recognize only one nomination for caucus chairman.

They also alleged that organizers and Santorum supporters adjourned the meeting to block the Paul and Romney camps' plan to pool their numbers to achieve a majority and split the county's delegates 50-50.

Dokes denied the accusation. He said he and other caucus organizers wanted to allot delegates on a proportional basis based on the relative numbers of those present for each candidate.

Police said about 2,500 people showed up, but the county committee said a smaller number, 964, registered as caucus participants as they entered the building.

When they signed in, they were asked then to declare which candidate they supported but the county committee hasn't released the breakdown.

Santorum's state director, Karen Fesler, was at the meeting Thursday. She said she would leave it to the state party to announce its plans for moving forward.

Representatives of Paul and Gingrich at the meeting declined to comment.
McCaskill, Blunt in agreement on legislation for new businesses

BY BILL LAMBRECHT • blambrecht@post-dispatch.com > 202-298-6880 | Posted: Thursday, March 22, 2012 2:30 pm
WASHINGTON • In a rare achievement in the gridlocked Congress, the Senate this afternoon passed legislation making significant changes in how new businesses can raise money from investors.

The bill advanced despite Sen. Dick Durbin's assertion that it would create jobs for "new charlatans."

The Senate voted 73-26 to pass the JOBS Act -- short for Jump-start Our Business Start-ups -- after adding a modest amendment to protect investors. The House already has passed the bill, meaning that the change must be reconciled before it is presented for the president's signature.

Nonetheless, it could pave the way for an unusual Capitol Hill success on the economic front at a time when agreement in the politically divided Congress seldom occurs.

The legislation creates a new category of "emerging growth" companies that would be able to raise up to $1 million from public stock offerings without the usual disclosure regulations governing publicly traded companies. It would allow financing known as crowd-funding, in which equity investments could be solicited over the Internet with minimal oversight from the Securities and Exchange Commission.

Afterward, Sen. Roy Blunt, R-Mo., heralded the ability of Congress to work together on legislation and said it would "help give job creators more certainty."

Sen. Claire McCaskill, D-Mo., also voted for the legislation, unlike about half of the Democrats in the Senate who objected to provisions that loosened oversight.

In a statement, McCaskill referred to "innovative, hardworking entrepreneurs" in Missouri. "This bill will cut red tape and open up more resources for them to succeed, to create more jobs, and to keep this economic recovery moving in the right direction," her statement read.

Durbin was among those arguing that the legislation fails to provide safeguards that investors need. Among its provisions, companies as large as those with $1 billion in annual revenues could ignore for five years certain rules put in place after recent financial scandals, including the regulation calling for an outside auditor to judge internal financial controls.

Durbin said relaxation of rules would give scam artists and financial predators an easier path to bilking unknowing investors.

"How many times have you picked up your cell phone to see there's a Nigerian opportunity out there?" Durbin asked. "Be prepared after this bill passes. They won't be from Nigeria, they may be from next door."

An amendment adopted before passage increases some of the disclosure requirement relaxed in the House legislation. For instance, before initial public stock offerings, companies would have to publicize financial statements or tax returns.

White House spokesman Jay Carney said in a statement that the president was grateful for the Senate action.
He added: "We are heartened by the important investor protections added to the crowd-funding provision and will be vigilant in monitoring this and other elements to ensure the overall bill achieves its goal of helping entrepreneurs while maintaining protections for investors.
Blunt: Discussion on base closings needed
Springfield News-Leader
Sen. Roy Blunt, R-Mo., said Thursday that he is in favor of creating a new base-closure commission, a position that puts him at odds with Sen. Claire McCaskill, D-Mo.

“I think you have to have a BRAC process,” Blunt said in a conference call with reporters, referring to the Base Closure and Realignment Commission, a nonpartisan, independent body that would review military installations and then make closure and consolidation recommendations.

Congress would have to approve any legislation creating such a commission. And McCaskill said Wednesday that she was staunchly opposed to any new round of BRAC and would use her post as chair of a key Senate armed services subcommittee to kill such legislation.

“There is one area where there is absolutely no room for compromise this year: BRAC,” McCaskill said at a hearing she chaired Wednesday on base closings.

Blunt said he and McCaskill’s positions are not all that far apart. Both of them have said they support first looking at America’s overseas military installations, to see if any of those can be consolidated, closed or moved back to the U.S.

“Our overseas bases and our military commitments that are not entwined with our own economy should be the first place to look,” Blunt said. “Let’s see where we are there, and how much of that we could possibly ship back to bases in the United States.”

But once that is done, Blunt said he would be supportive of looking at domestic base closings.

“I’m for BRAC,” he said. “We have to have a discussion about our military spending.”

McCaskill’s opposition to base closings legislation means that it will have little chance of moving through this Congress. Even before she announced her position, there was already significant resistance in the House, with lawmakers on that chamber’s Armed Services Committee showing little inclination to take up a BRAC bill.

“Every time you have BRAC come up, you have people who don’t want to take those challenging political votes,” said Blunt. “So I’d be very surprised if there’s much in the way of BRAC in this Congress.”
Concern grows over possible base closures

Missouri U.S. senators voice reservations

St. Joseph News-Press
A proposal in the Obama administration budget proposal for two new rounds of military base closures drew bipartisan reservations from Missouri’s U.S. senators this week. 

Such realignment reviews get the attention of communities around the United States, including St. Joseph, that depend on the economic muscle of armed-forces installations. 

Sen. Roy Blunt told Missouri reporters Thursday that he believes defense cuts must be part of an overall review of the federal budget but wants a determination of overseas military commitments before action on any base closures. 

“If we’re going to disrupt an economy, let’s first look at the economies that aren’t the economies that U.S. taxpayers live in,” the Republican said in a conference call from Washington. 

On Wednesday, Sen. Claire McCaskill chaired a subcommittee hearing in which she rejected new Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) rounds, proposed by the Defense Department for 2013 and 2015. 

“Congress needs to understand completely our planned force structure, including our overseas force posture, before we consider a new round of BRAC,” the Democrat said in opening the Readiness and Management Support Subcommittee hearing. 

Mr. Blunt noted in his call that St. Joseph officials, taking part in an annual Washington fly-in this week, addressed concerns with him about the future of the Missouri Air National Guard base at Rosecrans Memorial Airport. 

“Among other things, we’re looking for things that might enhance that base, like the possibility ... of maybe a flight simulator that adds some value to that important component of the air reserve,” he said. “It creates another reason to continue for that base to be a growing base, not a declining base.” 

Ms. McCaskill, a member of the Senate Armed Services Committee, made a point that the fiscal outcomes of the last BRAC round, in 2005, do not inspire confidence for new rounds. 

She cited an analysis by the Governmental Accountability Office that the 2005 BRAC costs went from an original estimate of $21 billion to about $35 billion. In addition, the net annual recurring savings fell about 10 percent below expectations. 

“The upfront costs were much higher that anticipated, and the net savings were too much lower than anticipated,” Ms. McCaskill explained. 

She also said, “I will not support a process that is casual or one that is rushed before we fully comprehend whether or not this task is clearly in the best interest of the American taxpayer and our national security.” 

The subcommittee ranking member, Sen. Kelly Ayotte, a New Hampshire Republican, agreed that a new BRAC round might not be a sound fiscal decision. 

“I don’t believe we can justify spending tens of billions of dollars within the Pentagon budget in the short term to fund more BRAC rounds for returns that may be decades to materialize,” she said. 

Both Missouri senators said that military efficiencies should be sought only in the context of security for the United States. 

“The only thing that just the federal government can do without question is defend the country,” Mr. Blunt said.
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 Senate approves new approach to elder abuse

March 23, 2012 By Bob Priddy 

People who abuse their powers of attorney fall into a grey area in the law. But the state senate has moved to make the issue black and white. 

The state Department of Health and Senior Services has asked for the law to be passed after finding it hard to prosecute people who use undue influence to move money and other assets out of the estates of older people–for personal gain more than for the benefit of the person they’re representing.

Farmington Senator Kevin Engler says his bill will give prosecutors a specific tool to use against this kind of elder abuse. He says somebody needs to protect elderly Missourians who think they’re doing the proper legal thing by giving someone their power of attorney. He says some schemes cost the state thousands of dollars in Medicaid payments when people with powers of attorney redirect Social Security checks to their own accounts instead of to the nursing home. .

The bill has to get through the House before the governor can consider signing it.
House approves $24 billion spending plan

March 23, 2012 By Mike Lear 

The state House has sent the Senate a $24 billion dollar budget that Republicans say meets the priorities of the average Missourian, and Democrats say results from pitting priorities against one another.

The budget includes a two percent pay increase for state employees making less than $70,000 a year and a $20 million increase in funding for the state’s veterans homes. Republicans have said their top priority has been education, however, and Budget Committee Chairman Ryan Silvey (R-Kansas City) says they met that goal.

“The Governor has requested cuts to higher education every year he’s been in office, and we’re just not going to go along with that anymore. If you continue to cut away and cut away and cut away at higher education, before long you start cutting into your educated workforce. If you don’t have an educated workforce, how are you ever going to dig out of a depressed economy?”

The Governor’s budget proposal cut $106 million from higher education and the House Budget Committee restored that, in part by cutting the $28 million blind medical subsidy fund.

Budget Committee member Sara Lampe (D-Springfield) says the budget put lawmakers in unnecessarily tough positions. “We are making false choices because we have not addressed the revenue stream.”

She and other Democrats say lawmakers till have to get away from cutting along to balance the budget. They call on their Republican colleagues to entertain collection of taxes on internet sales or raising the tax on tobacco products.

An amendment offered by Representative Bert Atkins (D-Florissant) would have authorized the Department of Social Services to use a $50 million federal grant for computer system upgrades, but that was also rejected by the Republican majority for its ties to the federal healthcare plan.

Minority Floor Leader Mike Talboy (D-Kansas City) says at some point the legislature has to get away from putting important issues or people at odds in competing for budget dollars. “We do it with children and we do it with veterans, we do it with education and we do it with development. We do it now with the blind and higher education, or elementary and secondary education, because those were the two areas that you could cut money from to give back to the blind.”

The $24 billion dollar total budget figure does not represent a $1 billion increase over the governor’s $23 billion dollar proposal. The House Budget Committee removed 444 estimated budget amounts, referred to around the Capital building as “Es,” totaling just shy of the $1 billion dollar difference. Republicans and Democrats alike say this results in a more accurate reflection of what the state is spending.

What will happen in the Senate with the cut to the blind program remains unclear. Senate Leader Rob Mayer (R-Dexter) has said his chamber will reverse it, but Senate Appropriations Committee Chairman Kurt Schaefer (R-Columbia) says “everything must be on the table.”
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Missouri goes from laggard to leader in entrepreneurship

BY DAVID NICKLAUS • dnicklaus@post-dispatch.com > 314-340-8213 | Posted: Friday, March 23, 2012 12:15 am
Ron Bassuner has been an entrepreneur for a year and a half, and he can't think of a better place to build a company than St. Louis.

“There is a lot of support structure and there is good momentum here, with a lot of institutions working together to support new businesses,” says the president of Eyelten Therapeutics, which is developing a drug to treat macular degeneration, an eye condition that often causes blindness.

Not long ago, Bassuner's opinion would have been dismissed as just another dose of zealous optimism from the enthusiastic but tiny community of St. Louis startups. Now, however, he seems to have a lot of company.

This week, the Kauffman Foundation ranked Missouri sixth in the nation for the rate at which residents launch businesses. Missouri had long been in the bottom half of the states on that measure, and in 2008 it ranked next to last.

It was as if Missourians' DNA lacked an entrepreneurial gene. St. Louis, in particular, had a big-company culture that seemed to steer ambitious young people into Fortune 500 firms, not risky startups.

Recently, something seems to have changed. In the Kauffman report, new business activity increased sharply in Missouri even as it was declining in the U.S. as a whole – and even as most of the Midwest remained decidedly un-entrepreneurial.

Illinois, for example, had just two new businesses for every 1,000 residents, compared with four in Missouri.

The Missouri Department of Economic Development says the state had 15,328 new businesses last year, up 14 percent over 2010.

The biggest group of startups are household businesses, such as home-based caregivers. These are unlikely to be the sort of high-growth firms that will eventually create a lot of jobs.

The second-biggest category, called scientific, professional and technical services, is more intriguing. It includes one-person law firms, but also covers research companies with big potential, such as Bassuner's business. Missouri reported more startups in this category last year after declines in 2009 and 2010.

Jerome Katz, professor of entrepreneurship at St. Louis University, says a lot of the recent activity comes from “necessity driven small businesses.” That's his term for people who are laid off, then start a consulting or freelance business as a way to put bread on the table while they hunt for a new job.

In the statistics, it's hard to distinguish that sort of activity from the folks who put their hopes and dreams into a business expecting it to grow and create jobs.

Anecdotally, Katz says, Missouri seems to have its share of businesses with growth potential. Capital Innovators, a downtown technology accelerator, had 100 applicants for its latest round of investments. More than 400 companies applied for the Arch Grants business plan competition.

“You look at those and realize there is a lot of activity going on at the higher-potential end of the scale,” Katz said.

Various institutions have pitched in to support those high-potential startups. Eyelten, for example, received grants from Washington University and the state-funded Missouri Technology Corp. and is based at the Center for Emerging Technologies. Bassuner receives mentoring through Innovate St. Louis.

Groups such as Innovate and Arch Grants not only make startup life easier, they also lend it a degree of social acceptability. And if the numbers can be believed, the Show-Me State is now showing the rest of the Midwest that it's cool to be an entrepreneur.
Remember me? Alan Keyes makes endorsement in Missouri Sec. of State race

BY JAKE WAGMAN • jwagman@post-dispatch.com > 314-340-8268 | Posted: Thursday, March 22, 2012 1:15 pm
ST. LOUIS • It seemed right about time for another Alan Keyes sighting.

After forming the loyal Republican opposition in the 2004 Illinois U.S. Senate race — some state senator from Illinois was on the Democratic ballot — Keyes engaged several parties during a bid for president in 2008, after which he questioned the credentials of that erstwhile legislator he ran against eight years ago. 

Which is not to say that Keyes, in some circles, is not still a sought after name.

On Thursday, southwest Missouri Republican State Rep. Shane Schoeller, a candidate for Secretary of State, announced the support of Keyes as part of a dribble of daily endorsements.

In a statement issued by the campaign, Keyes said "I believe there is one candidate in the race for Missouri Secretary of State with a proven record of fighting for the conservative values that make our nation the greatest on earth."

Drum roll.

"That candidate is Shane Schoeller," Keyes said.

Schoeller started off his "Fifteen Days of Endorsement" strong with nods from John Ashcroft and Allen Icet, the former House Budget Chair from Wildwood.

Since then, Schoeller's endorsements have grown gradually, er, more parochial, with various committee members and local activists —and he still has almost a week to go. 

Schoeller is competing with two state senators, Scott Rupp of Wentzville and Bill Stouffer of Saline County, in the Republican primary for the chance to replace incumbent Democrat Robin Carnahan, who is not seeking a third term. 
JO ANN EMERSON’S LOBBYING DAUGHTERS 

March 22, 2012 9:06 am | Author: Jerry Berger 

A new, 346-page report by Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in D.C. highlights common (but somewhat troubling and self-serving) Congressional practices. It shows that Bootheel Rep. Jo Ann Emerson has two daughters who have worked as D.C. lobbyists – for General Motors and Monsanto. That makes the GOP politician one of 44 House lawmakers “who have a relative that is registered to lobby or at least works in government affairs,” the report says.
Liberal watchdog group dings local Reps for family interests

Dave Helling
Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington -- CREW -- has released what is says is an exhaustive study of payments made to relatives of members of Congress from all 50 states, including Kansas and Missouri.

Rep. Lacy Clay of Missouri is smacked in the introduction for paying nearly $300,000 to his sister's legal firm.

Here's what they say about other local members:

Rep. Kevin Yoder R-Ks.: "Rep. Yoder’s campaign committee, Yoder for Congress, reimbursed the congressman and his wife.

"Kevin Yoder (self): During the 2010 election cycle, Rep. Yoder’s campaign committee reimbursed Rep. Yoder $10,649 for meals, travel, office supplies, and other unspecified expenses.

"Brooke Yoder (wife): During the 2010 election cycle, Rep. Yoder’s campaign committee reimbursed Ms. Yoder $448 for hostess gifts and unspecified expenses."

Rep. Lynn Jenkins, R-Ks.: "Rep. Jenkins’ sister is a registered lobbyist in Kansas, and lobbied state government while Rep. Jenkins was the state treasurer and a trustee of the Kansas Public Employees Retirement System.

"Natalie Haag (sister): Ms. Haag is a lobbyist in Kansas on behalf of the Security Benefit Corporation, an insurance and financial planning firm where she is a vice president and director of governmental affairs."

Rep. Todd Akin, R-Mo., currently a candidate for the U.S. Senate: "Rep. Akin’s campaign committee, Todd Akin for Congress, paid Rep. Akin’s son’s fiancée and her sister salaries. 

"Abigail Carman (son’s fiancée): During the 2008 election cycle, Rep. Akin’s campaign committee paid Ms. Carman $8,422 in salary. During the 2010 election cycle, Rep. Akin’s campaign committee paid Ms. Carman $43,820 in salary.

"Alicia Carman (son’s fiancée’s sister): During the 2010 election cycle, Rep. Akin’s campaign committee paid Ms. Carman in salary."

Rep. Emanuel Cleaver, D-Mo.: "Rep. Cleaver’s campaign committee, Cleaver for Congress, reimbursed his wife.

"Dianne Cleaver (wife): During the 2008 election cycle, Rep. Cleaver’s campaign committee reimbursed Ms. Cleaver $11,336 for unspecified expenses.

"During the 2010 election cycle, Rep. Cleaver’s campaign committee reimbursed Ms. Cleaver $13,831 for travel and unspecified expenses."

Rep. Vicky Hartzler R-Mo.: "Rep. Hartzler’s campaign committee, Vicky Hartzler for Congress, reimbursed the congresswoman and her husband. 

"Vicky Hartzler (self): During the 2010 election cycle, Rep. Hartzler’s campaign committee reimbursed Rep. Hartzler $15,035 for travel, postage, food, flowers, and other expenses.

"Lowell Hartzler (husband): During the 2010 election cycle, Rep. Hartzler’s campaign committee reimbursed Mr. Hartzler $1,320 for postage."

Nothing was reported for Rep. Sam Graves.
Steelman’s Tea Party Express Endorsement Stirs Turf War

Micheal Mahoney
The endorsement of Republican Senate candidate Sarah Steelman by the Tea Party Express PAC gas touched a nerve with other Missouri Tea Party groups.

The Tea Party Express Endorsees Steelman Thursday. The groups called her a "true Tea Party candidate in Missouri".
Steelman is facing Rep. Todd Akin and businessman John Brunner for the GOP Senate nomination. They’re engaged in a primary battle that will probably be determined by the very conservative base of the Missouri Republican Party.

Steelman and Tea Party Express organizer Amy Kremer are on a two-day fly-around promoting the endorsement.
"Amy Kremer and the tea party movement have engaged voters and changed the course of history; they did it in 2010 and I’m going to help them shape 2012. Together, we can restore fiscal sanity, accountability, and get government out of the way of the people."

But the push back from other Missouri Tea Party groups has been strong.

The Missouri Conservatives Network, representing 17 Missouri groups says the Tea Party Express is not a state group, "and they do not speak for Missouri Tea Party organizations".

Ike Skelton of the Lebanon Tea Party says, "We encourage all Missouri tea party groups to speak for themselves.” At midday, the President of the Missouri Conservative Coalition, Karladine Graves stated, "No one organization should speak for Missouri tea parties and independent conservative groups here in Missouri. We speak for ourselves.”
Missouri tea partiers protest Steelman endorsement
Dave Helling
In an afternoon news release several conservatives who say they're tea partiers also say the Tea Party Express endorsement of Sarah Steelman wasn't their idea.

"Tea party groups across Missouri are stunned," said the release from a group calling itself the Missouri Conservative Coalition.

From the release:

Karladine Graves, President of The Missouri Conservative Coalition, does not want the public to assume that the California based Tea Party Express speaks for Missouri tea party groups and other independent conservative organizations across the state.
She states, "Missouri Conservative Coalition is an organization composed of various tea party and independent conservative organizations across the entire state. Each group belonging to the MoCC is responsible for their own organizations beliefs and activity. We don't believe in stifling our individual groups by telling them what to think or who to vote for.
"MoCC wants the public to know that the Tea Party Express does not speak for all tea party and independent conservative groups at large."
Cass County Santorum Forces Say They Win Caucus, But Chairman Loads Up Slate With Oponents, Including Himself

Micheal Mahoney

Another Missouri Republican Caucus dispute may be popping up.

In Cass County, just south of Kansas City, victorious forces of candidate Rick Santorum says the Caucus Chairman loaded up the winning Santorum slates with delegates who do not support Santorum.

They say the Caucus Chairman, Ron Johnson, added delegates to the winning slate, including himself, who do not support Santorum. Johnson is a Newt Gingrich supporter.

The Cass County Caucus last Saturday lasted five hours. Exactly what happened is hard to assess. Still cameras, including cells phones, and video recordings were banned.

The Cass County Santorum forces won the caucus easily. They won 38 of 43 delegate slots. The remaining five went to supporters of Mitt Romney. Gingrich and Ron Paul supporters were shut out.
Caucus Chairman Johnson says he placed non-Santorum delegates on the winning Santorum slate because Santorum’s local forces did not have enough people to fill out the regular and alternate delegate slates.
“The Paul people gave me a list of names, which they had people added,” explained Johnson in KMBC TV interview.
“The Newt Gingrich people had people added to fill the gaps. Yes that is correct” he said. Johnson is the Cass County Auditor. He’s also former County Chairman. Johnson was a delegate to the 2008 National GOP Convention.
Johnson pledged in the KMBC interview, to vote for Santorum on the first ballot, as required of him, at the next level of the caucus process. The Mo-4 Congressional Delegate meeting is set for late April.
The coordinator of the Santorum forces in Cass County is Recorder of Deeds Mike Medsker. He admits that writing the two slates for the caucus was, “kind of chaotic, we were trying to get it done quick.”

“I think both (Santorum) slates were full”, said Medsker.

He adds, “even if they weren’t, they were the slates that were voted on, approved and should have been sent on.”
Section 9 of the County Caucus Rules says, “a slate must be in writing and contain the full number of delegates

and alternates to be elected.”

The caucus rules were much looser this year. Individual county chairman were given the latitude to set up many of the rules as they wished.

It may be up to the state party to decide what happened in Cass County and which delegates and alternates are on the slate are moving forward.
RNC won't wait for nominee
By: Maggie Haberman and Emily Schultheis, Politico

March 23, 2012 04:39 AM EDT 

The Republican National Committee isn’t waiting for a de facto nominee before beginning its general election ramp-up.

Even with the GOP presidential primary still very much in progress, the RNC is moving full speed ahead with its ground game in key battleground states — a marked departure from 2008, when it didn’t initiate its efforts in earnest until after John McCain was the likely nominee.

This time around, the national party doesn’t want to make the same mistake it did four years ago when the RNC had been ready to launch but held off at the McCain campaign’s request. As a result, some 90 days that could have been spent building up field operations passed by and Republicans were never able to catch up effectively — especially after Barack Obama used the protracted Democratic primary fight to build up his operation in all 50 states.

“They just lost a lot of time [four years ago] and we just know we can’t do that,” RNC Political Director Rick Wiley told POLITICO. “We’ve had conversations with all of the campaigns to say we’re going to move forward on this stuff because I think [everyone] realized what happened in 2008.”

Back then, Obama’s campaign also built up an extensive network of grass-roots contacts, one they have been cultivating and reaching out to for four years through social media and a low-dollar donor program. The Democratic National Committee has already been working on its plans for turnout and targeted outreach without the burden of a fractious primary.

As a result, the RNC is unilaterally moving ahead, using specific opportunities as they present themselves to ramp up for the fall.

By the end of April, the RNC will have staff in 10 of the 12 battleground states, Wiley said. They’ve made 750,000 voter contacts since the first of the year. They’ve had voter registration programs in Nevada and Colorado and will be doing one in Florida.

And the national party has taken advantage of some of the races in targeted states to build out their files and their field games.

“I feel pretty good about where we are in terms of the activities” undertaken so far, Wiley said. “We’ve taken advantage of the races that we’ve had.”

Those contests include the Gov. Scott Walker recall fight in Wisconsin, where the RNC already has staff, and there are plans to put some in Michigan as well.

“Right now it’s in increments,” Wiley said, adding that he’s put together a budget that increases by about 50 percent the number of offices and field staff they’ll have in key states.

There will be, for instance, a big push on the absentee and early vote in places like Nevada and Colorado — where, Wiley said, 80 percent of the electorate will cast ballots before Election Day. New technology is being utilized to try to automate registrations and voter contacts.

And in a few weeks, Wiley said, they will be “rolling out the new platform by which we will engage voters across the country, erase geographic boundaries and really harness the power of social media.”

It will be a digital strategy with a level of sophistication that the RNC hasn’t used in the past, after 2008 proved to be the first real social-media election in which voters were moved by the power of the Web.

Romney called attention to the role the RNC will play for the general election on Wednesday, as he sought to deflect attention from an aide’s gaffe about a pivot in the fall. It was a reminder that the national committee traditionally works heavily on the ground game in the states, coordinating with state party committees for so-called victory programs that involve turnout, voter registration and absentee ballot programs.

Those programs involve setting up “victory” offices at select locations in key states and making sure they’re fully operational.

Aside from the Walker recall battle in his home state, the 2012 White House race will call the most attention toward the relatively new leadership of RNC Chairman Reince Priebus, who has until now focused on eliminating the pile of debt left by his predecessor, Michael Steele.

The RNC will be aided to a high degree by outside groups and super PACs, which will be spending heavily on ads — potentially allowing the committee to allocate more resources to field operations.

Lloyd Smith, the executive director of the Missouri GOP, said that as April approaches, the party will meet with candidates at all levels and a number of operatives to “lay out the plan for the entire state for the entire year.”

Preparations have been under way in conjunction with the RNC for a while, he said.

In the meantime, the state party is attempting to build out voter rolls by capturing “low-hanging fruit,” given that the population base has been fairly static there since 2008. They’ll use the lists and volunteers of various groups, such as evangelicals, gun owners and agricultural coalitions to target new voters.

In Florida, the RNC and the state GOP have been working for the past two months on hiring funded staff who are a “shared resource between the national party and the state party,” state GOP spokesman Brian Hughes said. In Tallahassee, that will mean about six additional staffers, Hughes said.

Beyond voter identification efforts and staffing, there’s also been a lot of work in terms of what are basically dry runs at media attention and creating narratives, focused around national figures traveling into the state or Florida officials making high-profile appearances in Washington, D.C.

Florida has a strong data warehousing program on its own. And it’s been working on an absentee ballot program and voter registration efforts for months.

The focus on Florida will be intense, thanks in part to the party convention being held in Tampa in August. As a state with a high percentage of Hispanic voters, it will be one of the “additional Hispanic outreach states” the RNC will be funding, Hughes said, adding the goal is to be “churning along by May” with a full complement of staff.

Priebus has argued the GOP nomination fight has not been a hindrance to the party or a turnoff to voters despite the increasingly nasty tone of the battle. Indeed, the protracted — and heavily proportional — calendar was the brainchild of the RNC under Steele, after watching the ways in which the Obama-Clinton fight helped prepare the party for the 2008 general election.

But the Obama effort was heavily steeped in technology and aimed at galvanizing younger voters. Still, Republican officials in a number of key early states have said they have been able to activate registration programs and do test runs while the race has played out.

The key thing, Wiley said, is not losing critical time waiting for the nominee.

“You do not worry about the stuff you can’t control and we just cannot control this process,” he said.
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Editorial: Why wait for arrests to press case for ethics reform? 

By the Editorial Board | Posted: Friday, March 23, 2012 12:15 am | St. Louis Post-Dispatch
New Jersey and Illinois would not exactly roll off the tongue when ticking off a list of states where risks for public corruption are the lowest.

Yet that's precisely the case in a ranking of state government corruption laws delivered this week by the Center for Public Integrity, a nonpartisan government watchdog.

New Jersey ranked as the state with the best overall ethics laws. Illinois, home of federal prison inmate No. 40892-424 (ex-Gov. Rod Blagojevich), came in a surprising 10th. Missouri ranked 15th, earning a C- in the process.

How does a state known for sending its governors to prison finish in the top 10?

Part of the reason is that being in the Top 10 isn't all that great. Indeed, no state got an A; there were more Fs than Bs. But the other reason is that corruption breeds reform.

After a series of public corruption scandals, New Jersey lawmakers enacted laws forcing them to clean up their act. Similarly, Mr. Blagojevich's problems brought at least some level of campaign finance limits and other reforms to the Land of Lincoln.

Missouri, on the other hand, still is the Show-Me-the-Money state, particularly since the state Supreme Court bounced the 2010 ethics law that would have at least limited the legal money-laundering that is a key part of financing state campaigns in this state.

Missouri received an F in campaign finance in the study; it still is the only state in the nation that allows both unlimited lobbyists gifts to lawmakers and unlimited campaign donations. Missouri also flunked "public access to information," as a result of weak and unenforced Sunshine Laws.

In short, there isn't much in state government that's illegal, and, even if it is, it's tough for voters to find out about it. The F is well-deserved.

The same day the corruptibility report was issued, Missouri Democrats, led by Rep. Tishaura Jones, D-St. Louis, filed new ethics legislation. The bill would reinstate the 2010 law and rein in other abuses, such as the aforementioned lack of limits on the corrupting influence of money in politics.

The Republicans who control the Legislature have indicated they are unlikely to act on ethics reform this year. We understand why — they're living high on the hog. But it's lousy politics at a time when the GOP has more to gain on the issue than the Democrats.

Just last week, the Missouri Ethics Commission issued a $13,000 fine to a sitting House Democrat, Leonard "Jonas" Hughes IV of Kansas City, for basically using his campaign funds as a personal ATM machine. The ethics commission, though, can only point to the problem. It can't remove Mr. Hughes from office or charge him with a crime.

Without tougher ethics laws, the fine is meaningless.

Julie Allen, executive director of the ethics commission, has advocated for tougher laws so her commission can do its job.

"Strong, enforceable ethics laws are important to the public," she told us. "These laws give integrity to the process."

In their current form, Missouri's legislative ethics laws lack integrity, which reflects poorly on everyone who works in the Capitol.

Lawmakers should do the right thing and pass strong ethics laws this year. Or they could be like New Jersey, and wait for the FBI to shame them into action.
Our Opinion: Illogical proposal reappears to ease helmet restrictions

Jefferson City News-Tribune
Proposed legislation to ease helmet requirements for Missouri motorcyclists is being considered again this year by state lawmakers.

The concept remains a bad idea, and this particular variation is way off the mark.

The bill would require helmets for people younger than 21, but exempt older riders.

Did anyone bother to read the motorcycle statistics in the 2011 edition of Missouri Traffic Crashes compiled by the Department of Public Safety?

The data shows that among the 84 motorcycle operators who died in 2010, three were under age 21.

In the 21-25 age range, 12 fatalities were recorded; the greatest number of fatalities, 14, occurred in the 51-55 age range.

The illogical continuation of restrictions on the under-21 crowd is akin to the inane texting while driving ban that applies only to motorists younger than 21 — the group probably most adept at multi-tasking.

Young or old, operating or riding on a motorcycle without a helmet is dangerous.

During 2010 in Missouri, 93 motorcycle operators and passengers were killed and 1,916 were injured in a total of 2,304 crashes.

What we don’t know is how many severe or disabling head injuries were prevented by the state-of-the-art helmets available today.

During discussion of the proposal, one senator, also a physician, raised the health concern by offering an amendment that riders without helmets who suffer injuries would be ineligible for Medicaid.

The amendment, not surprisingly, was defeated.

As a practical matter, motorcyclists injured in crashes are not going to be turned away at emergency rooms.

And we — a state of compassionate people — are not likely to slam the door on head injury victims in need of continuing care at state facilities.

The consequence of lifting helmet restrictions is increased severity of head injuries. Those individual tragedies affect not only the victims, their families and friends, they also drive up both governmental and health care costs for everyone.

We encourage lawmakers to bid “good riddance” to this bad idea.
Missouri kids getting short shrift

Inadequate funding hampers child protection efforts

Springfield-News-Leader
Nearly 10 years after the death of Dominic James, and more than four years after a state task force review, the state is still not doing enough to protect children.

In the wake of 2-year-old Dominic’s death at the hands of his foster father in August 2002, politicians rushed in with reviews and eventually a new law governing foster care and related issues. The Dominic James Memorial Foster Care Act reformed the system, including:

• Raising the standard for a child’s removal from his home from “probable cause” to a “preponderance of evidence” that the child is being abused or neglected.

• Making various policy changes in activities of the state Children’s Division.

• Creating the Office of Child Advocate to oversee the state’s efforts and increase public awareness.

Some child advocates still question whether changing the standard of proof was in the best interest of children, as it makes it more difficult to remove a child from potentially harmful home situations. On the whole, we have supported the move for putting a greater emphasis on family preservation and parental rights.

But the bias in favor of parents is only tenable if the system is fully capable of investigating complaints, managing caseloads and providing services to protect the child and help parents.

In that respect, it seems obvious the state is falling short.

“Part of any substantive change, you have to real staff and better pay” for Children’s Division workers, said Moore, whose office (largely through the work of then-Assistant Prosecutor Cindy Rushefsky) gained a conviction against John Dilley for his role in Dominic’s death.

The 2007 task force report mentioned similar concerns about systemic problems in the Children’s Division: low pay, large caseloads and high worker turnover.

Likewise, the task force noted state funding for the Office of Child Advocate peaked in its first year of operation in 2003-04.

Until legislators and the governor confront these funding issues, the system cannot do its part to protect children.
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Teen death reflects all-too-common violence
The murder of high school co-valedictorian Sarah Billingsley-Walker allegedly at the hands of her former boyfriend is, unfortunately, only the latest in a long history of lives lost to violent, controlling behavior masked within personal relationships ("Family warned slain teen" March 15).

In a single year, nearly 1.5 million high school students in America experience abuse from a dating partner. Further, one in 10 high school students has been purposefully hit, slapped or physically hurt by a dating partner. And one in four women will have been the victim of physical or sexual abuse at some point in her lifetime.

Safe Connections provides the region's largest teen dating violence prevention education program and the therapists, advocates and educators who help thousands of St. Louis women and teens who have survived attacks or abusive relationships at the hands of people who "love" them. Our 24-hour Crisis Helpline continues to ring every day and every night with callers seeking safety and hope.

As we grieve the loss of Sarah, we must consider that the shame isn't on Sarah or the countless women who are harmed and murdered by intimate partners. The shame is on the perpetrators.

We, as a society, need to turn the coin and not focus only on teaching women to be safe, but instead also focus on instilling in young men the expectation of non-violent, non-controlling behavior.

Susan D. Kidder • St. Louis
Executive Director, Safe Connections

Legislators have a duty to protect patient safety
"Bills in the Legislature would aid advanced nurses" (March 15), about pain injections given by unqualified professionals, left out a discussion of the severe injuries two Rolla patients suffered that have been driving this legislation.

Part of my duty as a member of the Professional Registration and Licensing Committee in the Missouri House of Representatives is to consider legislation relating to the licensing of professionals in this state and make decisions that are in the best interest of patient safety and consumer protection. I am cosponsoring and supporting House Bill 1399 to stop unqualified health care providers from performing chronic pain management injections around the spinal cord.

This has nothing to do with what is best for nurses or doctors in our state; House Bill 1399 is about what is best for Missouri patients. When a patient walks into a hospital, surgery center or pain clinic, he trusts that our government has something in place to prevent the provider from attempting any type of procedure that he isn't trained or qualified to perform. Risks associated with these injections include paralysis and permanent nerve or tissue damage.

A patient signing a consent form for one of these procedures should not be placed with the burden of quizzing and interviewing the provider to make sure he didn't receive his training at a weekend or online course.

Our committee is tasked with drawing a line between the practice of medicine and the practice of nursing, and it is quite clear to me that chronic pain injections around the spinal cord have a small margin of error and require specialized medical training and judgment that can only be obtained in medical school.

State Rep. Mary Nichols • D-Maryland Heights
Grasping for answers
This reader grasps for answers regarding the inclusion of Leonard Adewunmi's "legal issues" in "Family grasps for answers in deaths" (March 20), about the triple murder/suicide involving Mr. Adewunmi's wife and young daughters. Information regarding the pending case is completely irrelevant to the tragedy, yet it speaks volumes about the article's authors. Their lack of judgment and their callous insensitivity toward Mr. Adewunmi and his family is unfathomable.

Steven Schwartz • Chesterfield
Lipstick on a pig
Until St. Louis cleans house, streamlines its Board of Aldermen — today's board is the same size as it was in the 1950s, when the city had more than twice the population as it has now— and city government and makes dramatic improvements to its public schools, planting grass and plopping a lid over an interstate will have no effect on the health of St. Louis ("One piece of a larger plan," March 21).

Putting lipstick on a pig doesn't do anything for anyone except the seller of the lipstick.

And if you need money to improve the schools, start charging a modest zoo entrance fee to non-residents of St. Louis and St. Louis County.

Larry Steinman • St. Louis County
Nothing to see
The photo with the commentary "One piece of a larger plan" (March 21) shows nothing worth looking at through the Gateway Arch. Until there is tangible evidence that the Illinois side of the river is working toward the same goals that we are, I don't support adding additional burdens on the backs of Missouri residents.

To paraphrase former U.S. Rep. Willard Duncan Vandiver (1897-1903): "I come from a state that raises corn and cotton and cockleburs and Democrats, and frothy eloquence neither convinces nor satisfies me. I am from Missouri. You have got to show me."

Steve Jellison • Manchester
The confines of humor
Let's see if I have this straight: It's not OK to run a comic strip depicting someone contemplating a legal abortion, but it is OK to depict someone growing illegal marijuana.

Do I have that right?

Jeanette Craig • St. Louis County
Hurting Main Street
Regarding David Nicklaus' column "Ugly reality for retirees" (March 18): Another "ugly reality" for retirees is the fact that President Barack Obama's fiscal policies and ideas have done so little to help the economy that it has been left to the Federal Reserve to do the job. Consequently, the Fed reduced rates so low that, although it helps Wall Street, it badly hurts Main Street and retirees because savings rates are so low.

Chuck Aldridge • Creve Coeur

Grading on a curve

On March 19, Secretary of Energy Steven Chu gave himself a grade of A- in his handling of gas prices, which have doubled since he took office.

Given that he has said many times that U.S. gas prices should be on a par with Europe's (about $10 a gallon), I'd say he deserves an A+.

Tom Jeffrey • St. Louis County
Little choice and no choice
It has been most entertaining to follow cartoonist R.J. Matson's attempts at humor at the expense of Republicans, which are frequent enough to qualify as an obsession.

But, then, what else does he have to work with? The Republican campaigns and debates have been the only shows in town. The poor Democrats aren't even offered a choice, unless one considers an incumbent with consistently dismal approval ratings a choice.

David O. Berger • Olivette
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Steps for lawmakers

Special Interests Anonymous 12 Step Program:

1. Admit that you are powerless to overcome your spending habits and have made government unmanageable.

2. Believe that federal, state and local governments being free of centralized power as prescribed in the Constitution will restore the U.S. as a prosperous nation.

3. Abandon putting corporations, unions and parties needs over your duty to office and branch of government you serve.

4. Make an inventory of your violations of the constitutional limits.

5. Admit the nature of your wrongs.

6. Remove your character weaknesses and involve the help of a higher power.

7. Make a list of all the bills you’ve supported that weakened society, the rights of individuals and other governments.

8. Take public responsibility for your bad bills.

9. Make restitution by supporting efforts to overturn or correct the bills you supported in error.

10. Continue to take personal inventory, and when you are out of step with liberty correct yourself.

11. Come to know the basis of the Declaration of Independence, Constitution and Bill of Rights, plus the difference between a democracy and a republic.

12. Having had an awakening, share this with others while practicing these principles.

Jared Westhoff

Olathe

Re-elect Obama

Recently I have noticed an influx of disparaging letters that accuse President Barack Obama of being everything from an unqualified socialist to “the most destructive force in modern history.” Really?

This is a man who inherited two wars, a failing economy, massive debt and an increasingly high unemployment rate. I could go on and on.

In the three years this man has been in office he has done his utmost to put this country back on track, even as his opponents do everything in their power to destroy the middle class and pander to the elite. This popular, no-nonsense president has earned another four years in the White House. Considering what the other side is offering as candidates for this nation’s highest office, I believe Obama will be awarded a second term.

I can’t help but chuckle when I listen to the doomsday warnings being spewed forth by the opposing party. Instead of spending their time spreading a message of fear, I would think their time would be better spent coming up with solutions to the problems facing this nation.

Obama incompetent? Google “Bushisms.” Now that’s scary.

Carolyn Hanes

Independence

Cheers for Lyric Opera

Hurray for the Lyric Opera. The production of John Adams’ “Nixon in China” was spectacular.

The music was bold and complex, the sets magnificent, the singing outstanding, and the symphony — well, it was the best. 

This opera has so many nuances. It would be impossible to describe them all. And the acting — I could have sworn I was witnessing President and Mrs. Nixon in person. 

It just can’t get any better, Kansas City.

Joanne Bodner

Prairie Village

Homework is fact of life

Too often these days do kids in high school complain about having too much homework, thinking that they are entitled to less. They say that teachers aren’t sympathetic to their plights as young adults. 

Yes, sports, extracurricular activities and family situations do take a lot of time in the life of a high school student. However, that is simply part of life and does not excuse one entirely from class work. At best, it can cause a delay when assignments are due or when a test is to be taken.

If a senior in high school thinks that three to four hours of homework is clearly too much for a young adult to handle, then that senior is not only ill-prepared but also too immature to attend college the fall after graduating in May. 

Academic pursuits only get harder in college, and a mature young adult is able to balance schoolwork, involvement on campus and familial situations that cannot be controlled.

If this is too much to handle, then save your parents’ money by paying for your own tuition or not attending college.

Joe Fritzlen

Kansas City

Government gravy train

People who are dependent on government assistance are at an all-time high. Here are the facts: 

A high percentage of Americans depend on the government for everything from housing, health care, and food stamps to college tuition and retirement assistance. The average individual could receive benefits valued at thousands of dollars a year.

A chunk of our tax dollars went to individuals in 2010 as government assistance. The recession was supposedly over more than a year ago, yet the present administration continues to support more government dependence.

The more people on the gravy train, the more people to vote for President Barack Obama. Why work when government will pay you not to?

What a country.

Wilson Winch

Independence

Protecting Kansas stores

I am an employee of a Kansas alcoholic beverage wholesaler. I work regularly with Kansas liquor stores, which are owned by Kansans.

Most convenience stores in Kansas are owned by out-of-state companies, and these out-of-state companies are pushing to get legislation passed that would put hundreds of Kansas-owned stores out of business. My years of experience tell me this change would be bad for all Kansans.

I also speak regularly with customers about alcoholic products. My conversations, and again my years of experience, tell me Kansans are satisfied with our system, which provides no shortage of alcohol and supports a locally owned system that benefits our communities.

The Kansas Legislature should not let out-of-state convenience stores dictate to Kansans how we should do business or allow others to destroy hundreds of Kansas retail liquor stores.

Ryan Thurlow

Overland Park

Teens need more sleep

Although studies show various benefits, schools are still reluctant to adopt later start times for high schools. Many find it’s because the community shows resistance because later start times (and dismissal times) could mean decreased work hours or a decline in extracurricular activities. Some families depend on older siblings for child care or income. 

While these are valid concerns, teen health should come first. 

Even in schools where start times are later, teenagers still don’t procure the amount of sleep our bodies need (9 ¼ hours). Most current school start times would require students to go to sleep at 9 p.m. to acquire optimal sleep. This is simply impossible with high school students’ course load, extracurriculars or jobs. 

Schools that have implemented changes have noticed improved grades, attitudes and overall student performance. They have fewer reports of disciplinary issues and see more alert teenagers. There was little drop in extracurricular participation, and bedtimes stayed constant.

We teens are an important societal group whose needs are underrepresented. Our health should come before sport practice, and businesses should show leniency for students who undertake employment. 

Our health is on the line. Please act on our call for change. 

Erin Sellers

Prairie Village

Attacks on McCaskill

I can hardly turn the TV on without being overwhelmed by negative ads about Claire McCaskill. Here is a woman of probity who has served us faithfully as Missouri state representative, Jackson County prosecuting attorney, state auditor and now U.S. senator.

Yet she is beset on all sides by seemingly inexhaustible money interests that are determined to see her driven from office. They want that seat in the U.S. Senate and will go to any extreme to obtain it.

These people must have gone through thousands of pictures of Sen. McCaskill, who is a beautiful woman, to depict her in the most unflattering light possible. 

How could anyone stoop so low?

Bob Hemenway

Kansas City

Nurture middle class

When the history of the last 30 years is written, it will be those who voted for a single issue such as a religious issue or a social issue, and not the economy, who took this nation to the brink of a depression. The single issues are only brought forth when it is known they will not pass. 

President Ronald Reagan tripled — yes tripled — the national debt and few even noticed. His economic policies were continued through the presidencies of George H.W. Bush and George W. Bush and included deregulation.

One must vote for the economy. When the middle class does well, the wealthy will do well, too. Just look back to the period after World War II when the nation did well. 

It isn’t the rich who drive the economy. It is a strong middle class that feeds it.

Richard Huff

Overland Park

Your View: Respect our teachers

By David Guilford 
Special to The Globe 

JOPLIN, Mo. — The Elementary and Secondary Education Committee of the Missouri House of Representatives will be presenting House Bill 1740. This bill will take away teachers’ tenure and tenure rights.

I believe this bill is bad for teachers and students because it will make our teachers “at will” or probationary employees for their entire career. This bill will allow school administrators to use the “buddy system” when they pick and choose who will stay in case of staff reductions.

The poor starting pay for Missouri teachers along with the removal of tenure and teachers’ rights will make it extremely hard to get the best educated people to enter the teaching profession which will cause our students to suffer.

Any lawmaker who thinks this bill will improve education is wrong!

To improve education, we need input from teachers, parents, taxpayers plus current and former students before starting to completely restructure the curriculum. We need to stop teaching for a test and doing the same things while expecting different results for students.

Teachers perform an important job and legislators should support rather than attack or blame them. Legislators should try asking teachers how to improve education rather than moving them into a position where they must constantly fear keeping their jobs.

Let teachers restructure the curriculum, get real input, share new ideas on best teaching methods and find better ways to teach a new curriculum. We should give them the freedom to do their jobs to the best of their ability.

We need an alternative school in Joplin for at risk students. This school should focus on offering specific instruction for trade jobs. We could also offer before or after school Christian clubs at our schools to instill morals that will play a big part in our students’ future achievements.


David Guilford

Joplin

Your Opinion: One group at caucus prepared, organized

Jefferson City News-Tribune
Gayla McKinnie, Jefferson City
Dear Editor:

I also attended the Cole County Republican caucus and I have one word to describe the people in charge of the process: organized. Quite frankly, I was surprised that supporters of all presidential candidates weren’t equally organized and prepared to present a slate of potential delegates to our congressional and state conventions. 

I had read a number of ads in the paper announcing planning and strategy meetings for various candidates. What happened at those meetings? Was there no thought given to planning and organizing for the county caucus?

The rules governing the caucus are the rules which have been in effect for years. I feel strongly that the individuals on our county committee should not apologize for knowing and following the rules set forth by the state GOP committee.

A group of Cole County Republicans organized and presented a slate of people supporting Mitt Romney. Being a county committee member or an elected county/city official does not mean you give up your right to support the candidate of your choice.

It’s too bad no one from the press attended the caucus so that a more accurate report of the meeting might have been given. The county chairman did everything he could do to help everyone understand the process but was met only with anger and frustration. He had no choice but to conduct the meeting by the state committee rules.

Organization is what it takes to win elections. In other counties, Santorum and Paul supporters were organized and presented slates to support their candidates and those slates were elected to attend congressional and state conventions. In Cole County, the candidate with the best organization was Mitt Romney. It’s that simple.
