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Lembke runs for re-election, but may challenge Schmitt; Cunningham ponders optionsBy Jackie Kinealy
By Jo Mannies, Beacon political reporter 

2:50 pm on Thu, 03.15.12

Despite his ire over the new map, state Sen. Jim Lembke, R-Lemay, says he definitely plans to run for re-election this year.

The only issue is whether he runs in the 1st District, which he now represents, or shifts to the 15th and challenges a fellow Republican, state Sen. Eric Schmitt, R-Glendale.

The new redistricting map, which goes into effect with this fall’s elections, makes the 1st District in south St. Louis County much more Democratic-leaning than it is now.  Those who drew the map, says Lembke, “piled all the Republican voters into the 15th.”

Lembke says he has advised Schmitt that he may challenge him in the August primary.

But first, Lembke is “working through the process’’ and “assessing what sort of resources I would need’’ to run in either district. He plans to meet next week with Republican leaders in Jefferson City.

Lembke has yet to file in either district. He has until March 27 to do so.

So far, two Democrats – former state Reps. Sue Schoemehl and Mike Vogt – have filed in the 1st.  Schmitt is the only candidate, at the moment, to file in the 15th.

Meanwhile, state Sen. Jane Cunningham, whose  7th District was moved across the state, has yet to decide what office she may seek this fall.

Cunningham, R-Chesterfield, says she has been getting encouragement to consider statewide posts, including lieutenant governor, state treasurer and secretary of state.

“Everyone is assuring me that I could win in whatever I do,’’ Cunningham says, emphasizing that she isn’t taking anything for granted.

Cunningham adds that she hadn’t thought about other offices until the tentative map was made public a few weeks ago, revealing that her district would likely be moved into the Kansas City area. The map became final last Monday.

“I was so focused on continuing my work in the Senate, I hadn’t been looking at anything else,’’ she says.

While acknowledging that she’s considering a variety of options, Cunningham says she will definitely not run for Congress in the 2nd District.  She had considered such a bid months ago but opted against it.

The 2nd District now has two Republicans competing against each other: former Ambassador Ann Wagner and former Webster Groves councilman Randy Jotte.

Cunningham says she has been encouraged to jump into the race. But she adds, “I’ve already endorsed Ann Wagner.”

Missouri's GOP presidential caucuses to take place Saturday
Friday, March 16, 2012

By Scott Moyers ~ Southeast Missourian 

The Republican battle for Missouri's 52 presidential delegates may begin in earnest on Saturday, but don't expect a winner to be declared that day. Unlike a winner-takes-all binding presidential primary, the county-level caucuses essentially constitute the first round of what even party leaders agree is a confusing and convoluted process. 

Cape Girardeau County GOP chairman Evan Trump said he's been getting frequent calls from those who have questions. 

"What is a caucus? What does it mean? A lot of people don't really understand the process," Trump said. "It's not very well known." 

While some Missouri counties jumped the gun with caucuses earlier this week, most of the state's county-level caucuses will take place at 10 a.m. Saturday. Locally, Trump expects as many as 300 of the party faithful to show up at the University of Missouri Extension office in Jackson. Doors will open at 9 a.m. 

Those who attend and bring their voter identification or driver's license will vote to select two slates of 36 delegates each -- one that will attend the 8th Congressional District caucus April 21 in Poplar Bluff and the other will go to the Republican state convention June 2 in Springfield. 

Caucuses are also scheduled for Bollinger County, where 12 delegates will be decided on, with six going to Poplar Bluff for the regional caucus and six going to the state convention. In Scott County, they will vote on two slates of 17 delegates and in Perry County there will two slates of eight. Every county will also vote for a number of alternates. 

Each county is assigned a number of delegates and alternates based on the number of votes cast for the Republican nominee for president during the 2008 general election. 

Anyone who attends the caucus is eligible to nominate someone in attendance as a delegate. The only requirement is that the person declares that he or she is a Republican. 

On Saturday, Trump said, the first order of business will be to nominate a caucus chairman to run the meeting and a secretary. Caucus rules will be approved, which will determine whether the delegates will be binding or if the delegates can throw their support behind the candidate of their choosing at the next round. 

While it's up to those who attend, at least two county chairmen, including Beverly Peters of the Bollinger County GOP, favor making the delegates nonbinding. At their caucus at the Bollinger County Courthouse, Peters said they will put forward a motion to make the delegates nonbinding. 

"The delegates aren't actually counted until June, and a lot could change between now and then," she said. "We'd hate to bind our folks, commit them to someone who may not be around in June." 

Trump also hopes the delegates are nonbinding, for the same reason. 

"You hamstring your candidates if you bind them to a certain candidate," Trump said. "Candidates could drop out. The delegate count could shift drastically from one candidate to another." 

At the regional caucuses in April, the delegates do become binding. 

After a caucus chairman is selected Saturday, in Cape Girardeau County, the delegates will be voted on, by paper vote most likely, after potential delegates are nominated, Trump said. With only two slates of six in Bollinger, Peters said a voice vote or a show of hands will likely suffice. Both said that delegates could -- and most likely will -- make up a segment of both slates, meaning some of the same people will be attending the regional caucuses and the state convention. 

That's why Trump said it's so important that someone considering running as a delegate make sure they can attend those events. Delegates will also have to pay for their own accommodations. 

Twenty-four of Missouri's delegates will be bound to particular candidates at the eight April caucuses that will take place in each of the state's congressional districts. These districts are based on the redrawn map after the state lost a district following the 2010 census. An additional 25 delegates will be bound at the June convention. The three other delegates are reserved for state party officials, who are free to support whoever they want. 

While the state was lambasted last month for its nonbinding presidential primary that awarded no delegates, Trump and Peters say that caucuses are not without their advantage. 

"It's a little bit confusing, but I think there are merits to it," Peters said. "The primary was so early in the contest that Missouri might have voted for someone who's not even in the picture come August. This way, when our delegates are finalized in June, we ought to have a much clearer picture of who's still in the race." 

Ron Paul talks about economics, foreign policy at MUIn Elections
Thursday, March 15, 2012 | 7:13 p.m. CDT; updated 7:27 p.m. CDT, Thursday, March 15, 2012 

BY Hannah Cushman, Columbia Missourian

COLUMBIA — A crowd of several hundred people assembled Thursday at MU to hear Republican presidential hopeful Ron Paul outline the platform of personal liberty he has maintained for more than two decades.

"It's a beautiful day for liberty," Paul began after nearly 10 seconds of applause.

His message was simple: We must return to the America the founders intended.

Paul pointed to the Federal Reserve as the source of many of the United States' economic woes, including price fixing and misplaced bailouts. He called for a "thorough audit" of the institution, though several members of the audience cried out for a more radical solution to "end the Fed."

The congressman also addressed foreign policy, citing the United States' military response to al-Qaida as a prime example of the unintended consequences and unnecessary expenses racked up by the government's "pre-emptive" strategy.

Paul said al-Qaida was provoked rather than discouraged by foreign occupiers. "Why don't we take (their) good advice and leave Afghanistan?" he said.

The crowd roared in response.

Paul also addressed personal liberties. 

"On Jan. 1, 40,000 laws went into effect," Paul said. "I'd like to be the president that got rid of 40,000 laws in one night."

The congressman listed numerous governmental infringements on civil liberties made in the name of safety, including the Patriot Act, calling it "the Repeal-the-Fourth-Amendment Act." He also spoke about the war on drugs, saying "The states should have a right to allow sick people to use marijuana."

"It is never necessary to give up any liberty to be safe and secure," Paul said.

A few minutes shy of 1 p.m., Paul wrapped up by telling the crowd that real change occurs at the hands of the "irate, tireless minority."

Paul said he was confident he could win in November. 

"We can come out on top of Obama as well," he said.

As Paul made his exit, chants of "President Paul" resounded across the quad.

Mark Jansen, a volunteer and perennial Paul supporter, said he was satisfied with the turnout on MU's Mel Carnahan Quadrangle.

"For two to three days advance notice, this is pretty good," Jansen said.

Pre-registered seating for the event, which was advertised on Facebook and by word-of-mouth, was fully booked, Jansen said.

Among members of the crowd, which began to swell around the reserved seating area even before general admission was slated to begin at 11:30 a.m., economic policy was the buzz phrase.

Some praised Paul for his commitment to reining in government spending.

"He's the only one really serious about cutting the budget," said Harry Hill, Howard County coordinator for Saturday's Republican caucus.

And cuts to the budget weren't the only things Hill seemed pleased with.

Labeling Paul as a non-interventionist, Hill said Paul's policies would "shrink the (American) empire" overseas.

In the sea of pro-Paul signs, MU senior Dakota Beveridge attracted hecklers as she held her own sign opposing Paul's policies on women's reproductive rights and cuts to welfare programs.

"I just think both sides need to be represented here," Beveridge said.

St. Louis business owner sues Obama administration over birth control rule

BY BLYTHE BERNHARD • bbernhard@post-dispatch.com > 314-340-8129 stltoday.com | Posted: Thursday, March 15, 2012 12:10 pm

ST. LOUIS • A St. Louis business owner is suing the Obama administration over the requirement that employees' health insurance include coverage of contraception.

Frank O'Brien, who owns O'Brien Industrial Holdings, said the contraception rule violates his Catholic beliefs, according to the lawsuit filed in federal court today.

O'Brien is represented by the American Center for Law and Justice, a Washington-based pro-life legal group.

Lawyers for the center believe O'Brien's lawsuit is the first from a private business owner to challenge the federal law.

O'Brien Industrial Holdings has 87 employees who run businesses that produce ceramic materials.

Missouri already requires businesses that provide health insurance to include contraception coverage, but allows for religious exemptions.

Under the federal law, churches and other houses of worship are exempt from the law. Employees of hospitals and schools operated by religious groups can obtain contraceptive coverage directly from health insurance companies.

Occupy protesters arrested at St. Louis park
BY MARLON A. WALKER • mwalker@post-dispatch.com > 314-340-81047 stltoday.com | Posted: Friday, March 16, 2012 7:30 am

ST. LOUIS • The first day of a gathering of protesters with the Occupy movement ended with several of them arrested late Thursday after setting up an encampment at a city park.

Fourteen people were taken into custody about 10:30 p.m. after dozens of police converged on an encampment at Compton Hill Reservoir Park on Grand Boulevard just south of Interstate 44. The protesters were ordered to comply with the 10 p.m. park curfew. Some of the protesters had set up tents in the park.

About 150 protesters were at the scene, and some were carrying the tents as they crossed Grand near Russell Boulevard when they were arrested. The protest closed Grand for a while.

Two of those taken into custody will likely face resisting arrest violations, police said. The others were arrested for failure to obey orders of police and violating curfew. Two protesters were injured during the arrests, and the window of a police cruiser was smashed.

Police Chief Dan Isom said the protesters had been warned earlier that they could not set up overnight camps at city parks.

“During the day, this is a public park, and as many people can occupy it as they want, but we do have a park curfew,” said Isom, who was at the scene of the arrests Thursday night.

Eddie Roth, the city’s director of public safety, said the protesters had been offered 24-hour use of a section of park space elsewhere in the city but that offer had been rejected.

Arianna Norris-Landry, who has served as legal counsel for Occupy St. Louis, said the confrontation between the protesters and police was sudden.

“From the looks of what was going on, it escalated faster than we expected,” she said.

The convergence of people from Occupy movements across the country began Thursday afternoon with a protest in front of Bank of America at 800 Market Street.

That protest had kicked off Occupy the Midwest, a gathering that organizers said would be filled with more rallies through the weekend.

Just over 100 people were at Bank of America Thursday afternoon, protesting the corporation’s financial policies. The protesters also went to another Bank of America location on Broadway and the Federal Reserve Bank before heading to the Gateway Arch for the first general assembly meeting of the Occupy the Midwest gathering.

Organizers did not rule out taking over downtown’s Kiener Plaza, where the group camped for about two months last year. Members were eventually peacefully forced out by the city.

Police clear out Occupy the Midwest encampment in Compton Park, 14 arrests reported
By Jo Mannies, Beacon political reporter 

12:31 am on Fri, 03.16.12

More than a dozen Occupy the Midwest participants were arrested late Thursday when police ousted more than 100 at an encampment that organizers of the four-day conference had set up in Compton Park.

According to KMOX radio, authorities were enforcing a 10 a.m. curfew at the park. Police Chief Dan Isom is quoted as saying that 14 were arrested.

Rachael Perrotta, with Occupy Chicago and one of the spokespeople for the conference, said in a telephone interview that police used pepper spray and tasers to force campers out of the park.

“We hoped to camp for just four days,’’ Perrotta said. “An overwhelming police presence rushed a nonviolent crowd.”

About 150 people were in the encampment when police arrived, she said.

One activist video-recorded the confrontation, and posted it on the web.

At least two people were injured, Perrotta said.  Comment from the police could not be obtained Thursday night, but photos posted on the web show that a window was smashed on a police cruiser.

On Friday, Perrotta said that Occupy activists “will most likely go and rally outside the jail downtown.”

Alternative temporary housing, some indoor and some outside, has been found for people who had been camping in Compton Park, she said. Perrotta declined to give locations, citing concern about security.

“Our conference is certainly going forward,’’ she added.

Earlier Thursday, about 100 participants in the Occupy the Midwest conference had gathered at Kiener Plaza, participated in a demonstration against Bank of America, which has a branch downtown, and then marched to the Gateway Arch for a rally.

Blunt: FEMA may be justified in denying disaster declaration

Friday, March 16, 2012

Missouri News Horizon
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. -- Sen. Roy Blunt said he is looking into FEMA's rejection of a disaster declaration for Missouri in the wake of last month's deadly tornadoes but admitted the agency may have good reason to turn Missouri down for direct aid. 

Three people died, and heavy damage occurred across the southern third of the state the night of Feb. 28 when storms packing tornadoes, high winds and large hail swept through the Midwest. Earlier this week, the Federal Emergency Management Agency announced it was denying Gov. Jay Nixon's request to declare major disaster areas. 

A disaster declaration would have allowed FEMA to begin dispensing federal aid directly to the affected areas. Since then, the governor has requested help from the federal Small Business Administration, which would allow businesses and homeowners that suffered storm damage to apply for low-interest loans to help in repair and restoration. 

"Not every bad thing that happens is a national problem," said Blunt during his weekly conference call with Missouri reporters Thursday. "We're trying to be sure that FEMA has a policy that will apply equally everywhere and makes sense." 

The federal agency ran out of funds before the end of the last fiscal year and needed an infusion of more than $3 billion after providing disaster assistance for a series of weather-related emergencies, including an East Coast hurricane, devastating tornadoes in Joplin and Alabama, and flooding along the Missouri and Mississippi River valleys. 

On several occasions last year, Blunt said FEMA may have gone overboard in its willingness to pour money into disaster sites. 

"Joplin and the flooding sites obviously went beyond the ability for local communities to pay for them," Blunt said. "But if they don't go beyond the local capacity, then there's no reason for federal taxpayers to step in." 

Blunt said in most cases, private insurance appears to be able to handle many of the costs victims incurred in Missouri. 

"My view so far is that the insurance companies are there doing what they're supposed to be doing, and at the end of the day, if you didn't have insurance on your private property, there isn't a whole lot the federal government can do about that," Blunt said. 

SBA to offer low-interest loans to Missouri storm victims, after FEMA turns down aid request
By Jo Mannies, Beacon political reporter 

4:37 pm on Thu, 03.15.12

Missouri Gov. Jay Nixon just announced that the federal Small Business Administration will provide financial assistance, in the form of loans, to eligible residents and businesses in 14 Missouri counties who suffered damage during the severe storms and tornadoes that struck southern Missouri in late February.

“The low-interest disaster loans will be available to qualified homeowners, renters, businesses of all sizes and private nonprofit organizations with eligible losses,” Nixon said in an announcement today.

His request for direct aid from the Federal Emergency Management Agency was denied a few days ago.

The counties eligible for SBA assistance are: Barry, Camden, Christian, Dallas, Douglas, Greene, Hickory, Laclede, Lawrence, Ozark, Polk, Stone, Taney and Webster. 

“Missouri again dealt with deadly and destructive tornadoes and severe storms late last month, and residents and businesses are facing substantial costs for clean up, repair and rebuilding,” said Nixon in a statement. “The SBA low-interest loans that will now be available in these 14 counties can assist eligible residents and businesses as they rebuild and recover.”

GOP candidate targets regulations
Secretary of State hopeful discusses office responsibilities
Jimmy Myers, St. Joseph News-Press

POSTED: 10:13 pm CDT March 15, 2012

UPDATED: 10:13 pm CDT March 15, 2012

Campaigning through Northwest Missouri, a candidate for Missouri Secretary of State stopped into the News-Press Thursday and discussed how he would operate the office.

Mr. Schoeller, a Republican from Willard, Mo., is in his third term as a member of the Missouri House of Representatives, where he serves as speaker pro tem. He’s running against two Missouri senators, Scott Rupp and Bill Stouffer, in the August primary for secretary of state.

The office serves as the department that oversees elections, but it also handles business and records services, administrative rules, securities, and state library services.

Mr. Schoeller, who worked in the secretary of state’s office as chief administrative aid to then-officeholder Matt Blunt, sponsored the photo ID bill, which requires the identification for voting. He will continue to focus on election issues and business-friendly initiatives if he is elected to statewide office.

As for business issues, Mr. Schoeller said local legislator Rep. Delus Johnson, R-St. Joseph, made him aware that when Missourians start a business, they have 58 classifications to choose from when registering, which isn’t exactly business friendly, he said. He proposes lowering that number to five.

“That way,” he said, “somebody who wants to start their own business wouldn’t have to hire an attorney in order to know that they’ve filed correctly.”

Mr. Schoeller would slow down the approval process of emergency rules requested by state departments. He said it was his understanding that the current secretary of state, Robin Carnahan, was giving the “green light” to all new regulations and emergency rules. He said some of these regulations make it harder for business owners to “run your business as you see fit.”

“We are regulated enough as a state,” he said. “I think we need to be careful and think about the individuals that are impacted when we have all those regulations.”

Mr. Schoeller said a focus of his campaign is to “defend what is sacred,” including voting and the election process. He would like to establish a couple of commissions, including one called the fair ballot commission that would oversee ballot initiative titles and summary language written by the secretary of state’s office. If the commission finds the language misleading or confusing, it can submit alternate ballot language.

The other commission he would like to establish would be comprised of election officials and citizens who would analyze state statutes that affect voting. The commission would make determinations on whether those statutes ensure that “every election is protected and that there is integrity in the process from beginning to end.” He said elections without integrity inhibit citizens from voting.

“We believe that elections and free enterprise are both something sacred that we need to defend,” he said.

Judge considers lawsuit over Mo. voter ID measure
Mar 16, 5:02 AM EDT

Southwest Missourian
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- A judge is preparing to hear arguments in a lawsuit challenging a proposed amendment to the Missouri Constitution that would clear the way for requiring voters to show photo identification.

The lawsuit contends the ballot summary approved by lawmakers for a future statewide vote is misleading.

Cole County Circuit Judge Pat Joyce scheduled a hearing Friday in the case.

The Republican-led Legislature last year passed a proposed constitutional amendment that would clear the way for separate legislation requiring a photo ID to vote and allowing an early voting period.

The proposed amendment seeks to get around a 2006 Missouri Supreme Court ruling that declared a previous photo ID law unconstitutional.

Rules proposed for Mo. hall of fame in reaction to Limbaugh controversy
Friday, March 16, 2012

By Chris Blank ~ The Associated Press
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- House Democrats are proposing formal criteria and a requirement for bipartisan approval before people are inducted into the Hall of Famous Missourians -- a reaction to Democrats' criticism of the selection of Rush Limbaugh for the honor. 

The proposed new requirements, released Thursday to The Associated Press, would require that selections for the Hall of Famous Missourians be supported by at least three of the top four legislative leaders. Inductions would need three votes from among the House speaker, Senate president pro tem and both chambers' minority leaders. The number of new selections also would be capped at two people every two years. Currently, inductees are chosen by the speaker of the Missouri House. 

Inductees would need to have been born in Missouri or lived and worked in the state for a significant part of their lives. Excellence in art, literature, science, government, politics, sports, commerce, religion, entertainment and military affairs would qualify someone for the honor. 

Attention on the Hall of Famous Missourians erupted last week after House Speaker Steven Tilley said he had decided to honor Limbaugh, calling the conservative talk show host among the world's best known radio personalities. Democrats have objected and specifically cited Limbaugh's recent comments describing a female law student involved in the national debate about insurance for contraception as a "slut" and "prostitute." 

Inductees into the Hall of Famous Missourians have their busts displayed in the state Capitol. Several dozen people have been chosen by Missouri House speakers through the years. They include President Harry Truman, Walt Disney, George Washington Carver, St. Louis Cardinals baseball player Stan Musial and journalist Walter Cronkite. The busts are paid for using private donations. 

Late Negro Leagues baseball player Buck O'Neil was inducted into the Hall of Famous Missourians during a ceremony this year. Tilley also has said he plans to select Dred Scott, a slave who sued unsuccessfully for his freedom in the famous court case. 

The proposed legislation dealing with the Hall of Famous Missourians is the most recent action Democrats have taken. Forty-eight Democrats already sent Tilley a letter, calling Limbaugh unworthy of the honor because of a "controversial career" and urging the speaker to reconsider. 

Last week, Democratic Gov. Jay Nixon expressed concerns about the process used in the inductions after House Democrats asked the governor's administration to block Limbaugh's bust from appearing in the Capitol. 

House Minority Leader Mike Talboy said Thursday that the selection of Limbaugh has brought new controversy to the honor. He said House Democrats would seek to add the requirements as an amendment to legislation before lawmakers' mid-May adjournment. 

"It is now clear that a formal process is needed in state law for inducting future members, rather than leaving it to the whims of a single person," said Talboy, D-Kansas City. 

Tilley, a Republican, has defended the selection of Limbaugh and noted that others in the Hall of Famous Missourians also have made controversial statements. He said he decided to honor Limbaugh about three months ago. 

The selection also has been endorsed by the top state Senate Republican. Tilley, Senate President Pro Tem Rob Mayer and Limbaugh all are from southeastern Missouri. 

Study finds Missouri women are still struggling in income, jobs, health and education
By Mary Delach Leonard, Beacon staff 

4:02 pm on Thu, 03.15.12

Here are a few eye-opening numbers regarding the status of women in the Show-Me State:

•More than one-third of Missouri women -- 36 percent -- live in poverty, compared to 31 percent of men. (The study defines poverty as 200 percent of "federal poverty level," which some researchers believe, the study says, is a more realistic guideline. For example, in 2010, 200 percent of the FPL for a family of three was $35,136.)

•32 percent of Missouri women who are poor or working poor have no health insurance.

•On average, the earnings of Missouri women are three-fourths of men’s earnings.

 There are other worrisome statistics in the “Missouri Women’s Report,” a recently released study by the University of Missouri Office of Social and Economic Data Analysis. The report was commissioned by the Women’s Policy Alliance to determine how the status of Missouri women has fared in the decade since the Institute for Women’s Policy Research gave the state a grade of “C” in its 2002 national report “Status of Women in the States.”

“We wanted to document where Missouri has come and specifically break it down by counties. The original report did not do that,’’ said Nancy Wegge, president of the Foundation for Missouri Women.

The new report doesn’t assign a performance grade to the state, but Wegge said it indicates progress but also gaps and regional disparities where improvement is needed.

“We’re hoping that people will look at the data especially in their own areas -- whether they’re a legislator or policymaker or someone working in the community -- to see what needs to be done,’’ she said.

Wegge will be one of the participants in a forum at 10 a.m. Friday at the Missouri History Museum to publicize the report locally. The forum is sponsored by the Women’s Policy Alliance, the Press Club of Metropolitan St. Louis and the Women’s Foundation of Greater St. Louis.

The “Missouri Women’s Report’’ is broken down by topics, such as health care, work, education, economic justice and civic engagement. It is available online and includes comprehensive charts, maps and an interactive tool that allows users to find and compare data by county.

Wegge, whose focus was work and education, said the report found that 62 percent of Missouri’s women are working full-time or part-time. Women with higher education are earning wages more in line with men: They make 90 cents for every dollar earned by men.

She hopes these findings will illustrate the importance of higher education at a time when more young women are dropping out of high school.

“There certainly are no jobs for people without a high school degree,’’ she said. “We’re hoping this will encourage young women to continue their education past high school. And those that didn’t get a high school diploma might consider going back if they are finding that they are stalled in their jobs or can’t find jobs.’’

Here are some other key findings from the report:

•In the city of St. Louis and seven Missouri counties, 20 to 40 percent of families are headed by single women. These families tend to be more stressed financially and socially than two-income families. The most urbanized counties and the Bootheel counties have the highest percent of single women heads of households, while the northern rural counties have the least. “These findings are likely driven by the fact that Bootheel and urban counties have larger minority populations, and minority women are more likely to be single heads of households than non-minority women,” according to the report.

•In health care, the study found that rural areas have the highest incidence of breast cancer deaths. The rate of teen births, while down statewide since 2000, varies widely across the state.

•The report notes the underrepresentation of women in the Missouri legislature: The state Senate has six women and 28 men; the House has 41 women and 121 men.

“It’s reports like this that make people take a look and say, ‘Yes, we’ve made progress, but, boy, we have a ways to go,’ ’’ Wegge said. “We hope they don’t just put it on a shelf and say, ‘That was nice.’ We hope people who actually allocate funds and set policies will look at what they can do to help.”

Wentzville to end red-light cameras, pit bull restrictions

BY MARK SCHLINKMANN mschlinkmann@post-dispatch.com > 636-255-7203 stltoday.com | Posted: Friday, March 16, 2012 12:05 am

WENTZVILLE • The city's three red-light cameras will be removed by September of next year.

The Wentzville Board of Aldermen decided unanimously Wednesday night to get rid of the cameras when the city's current contract with Redflex Traffic Systems Inc. ends.

The city has two cameras at Wentzville Parkway and Meyer Road and one on the south service road of Interstate 70 at the parkway.

"I don't like the money going out of state," Alderman Vann Sample said.

The city shares ticket revenue with the cameras' operator, Arizona-based Redflex. Tickets cost $100, with Reflex getting more than $48 and the remainder going to the city. The city has netted about $222,000 since the cameras were installed in 2008.

Another alderman, Rick Stokes, said the contract had confusing wording.

The board rejected renewing the deal for two more years despite the cameras' endorsement by the city's new police chief, Lisa Harrison.

In a memo to the board, Harrison said the two intersections are particularly dangerous because of their locations. Moreover, she said, many people inaccurately believe cameras are at all city stoplights.

"If the contract is not renewed and the word gets out that the city no longer has any cameras, then my prediction is: citywide accidents will skyrocket," she said.

One councilman noted that there have been court cases dealing with the cameras in other areas. St. Louis' red-light cameras were ruled invalid last month by a St. Louis circuit judge. But a state appeals court in October upheld Creve Coeur's red-light camera ordinance.

Pit Bull rules repealed

Meanwhile, aldermen voted 5-1 to pass a long-debated revamping of rules for dogs. A key part is getting rid of the city's existing special restrictions on pit bulls.

The old ordinance required pit bulls and pit bull mixes to live in an enclosed kennel or inside the house with windows closed. When walked, the dogs were to be muzzled and leashed.

The new ordinance instead is not breed-specific and is aimed at dogs of any type that exhibit vicious behavior, officials said. Various other changes also are included.

The measure was promoted by pit bull owners in Wentzville and other parts of the metro area, who said the old law unfairly stigmatizes the breed. Opponents argued that the special restrictions for pit bulls are justified.

MISSOURINET

House bill would lift ban on food stamps for drug felons (AUDIO)
March 16, 2012 By Mike Lear 

A bill in the House would repeal Missouri’s law that denies food stamp eligibility to individuals convicted of a felony drug crime.

Missouri is one of nine states in which a felony drug conviction results in a lifetime ban from food stamp eligibility. No such ban applies to those convicted of murder, child molestation or many other felonies. Supporters of the bill say that isn’t right.

One of the people to testify for the legislation in a meeting of the House Committee on Children and Families is Johnny Waller, Junior, who served five years in Nebraska State Prison for selling drugs. He is now a member of the Kansas City Crime Commission and working on his 2nd degree at Rockhurst University. Waller last year recieved a pardon from Nebraska Governor Dave Heineman.

Even so, Waller says he still can not receive food stamps. “I did a lot of bad things, and I hold myself responsible. I don’t blame society or anything like that, but one must be allowed a second chance.”

Waller says drug offenders who do want to straighten their lives out are at a disadvantage. “We’re just thrown away basically. People don’t want us to reoffend but, we’re kinda not given a choice.”

See the legislation, HB 1238.
One of the bill’s co-sponsors, Representative Jay Barnes (R-Jefferson City), agrees. He says a felon who needs to eat and knows how to make money selling drugs is going to do so. “They’re going to go right back to what they were doing and then they’re going to end right back up in prison. We’re going to pay $21,000 a year to put them in a prison for doing the same thing they went to prison for before because we’re too cheap to give them food stamps for a little while when they get out of prison.”

A similar bill is being sponsored in the Senate. Last year a bill was advanced out of a House Committee but was never debated on the floor.


AUDIO:
 

Download 

  Hear Johnny Waller, Junior’s testimony.  17:20

Senate to discuss prevailing wage overhaul (AUDIO)

March 16, 2012 By Bob Priddy 

Several pro-business bills have cleared the state senate in the first half of the session.  But one that is likely to cause a big fight is waiting when lawmakers go back to work Monday. 

Senate leader Rob Mayer is pushing a major change in the prevailing wage law–the system that establishes how much people in various occupations are paid on public projects.  The state labor department says it sets different rates for each county. But Mayer says only thirty percent of counties file wage reports, leaving the Department to adopt wage rates negotiated by the AFL-CIO. 

He points to his home county. Stoddard, as an example of the problem the present system causes. He says the county did not report to the stage what the usual salary paid to electricians on private projects is, and the state set a union-based rate about three times the private project rate.

That’s the same as the rate in St. Charles County where Mayer says the median household income is double that in Stoddard County.  Mayer says that discourages local contractors from bidding on jobs and drives up public project costs in an area that struggles to pay them.

He wants to let the federal bureau of labor statistics set the rates, which he says would more accurately reflect local conditions.   

Opponents have not been allowed to criticize his idea.  He says they’ll have their chance after spring break.


AUDIO: Senate discussion, part one 1:02:26
 

Download 


AUDIO: Senate discussion Part 2 1:01:24
 

Download 
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Early Glimpse of Missouri Caucuses Shows Support for Santorum

By JEFF ZELENY
The Caucus: The Politics and Government Blog of the New York Times

March 16, 2012, 1:22 am

BRUNSWICK, Mo. — Mitt Romney and his campaign advisers pride themselves on vigorously pursuing every delegate in every corner of the country in their quest to secure the Republican presidential nomination.

That was not the case here Thursday evening at the Chariton County caucus inside the Railyard Steakhouse, where Republicans voted to send their full share of delegates to the district and state conventions in support of Rick Santorum.

For weeks, the Romney campaign has forcefully argued that Mr. Santorum’s victory in the Missouri primary last month was meaningless because no delegates were awarded. That assertion may turn out to be only partly true, which became clear for the first time here at the caucus meeting.

Republicans will gather across Missouri on Saturday to formally begin the arduous process of electing delegates in the presidential race. An early glimpse into the caucuses unfolded here in Brunswick, a small town about two hours east of Kansas City, which decided to hold its meeting two days before the rest of the state.

The first question of the evening was whether to bind delegates to the results of the February primary. The measure passed by a wide margin and no discussion, which sent four delegates on behalf of Mr. Santorum and none for Mr. Romney or Representative Ron Paul of Texas.

“All of our county delegates will be bound to the popular vote for Chariton County,” said Andrea Rice, the county Republican chairwoman, who presided over the meeting and announced the results. “Four delegates will go for Rick Santorum.”

Several people wearing shirts for Mr. Paul did not openly object, but chatted among themselves and voted against the measure to bind the delegates. No one rose in objection on behalf of the Romney campaign, but Ms. Rice said later that a local Romney supporter was seated in the room and remained quiet.

A spokesman for the Missouri Republican Party said Thursday evening that all counties have the option to use Mr. Santorum’s victory in the primary as a starting point in their selection of delegates if they choose.

“The default is unbound delegates, so it will take passage of a rule to bind them,” said the spokesman, Jonathon Prouty. “It is likely that several counties will do so.”

Mr. Santorum, who is making a quick campaign stop in Missouri on Friday morning, was the only candidate to campaign in the state last month. He spent money on television ads, while his rivals dismissed the primary as a beauty contest.

The proceedings on the second-floor of the Railyard Steakhouse drew 33 Republican voters, all of whom were asked to present their driver’s licenses as they signed in a show of support for a voter identification law. The restaurant rumbled as a whistle sounded and a train rolled by, which went unnoticed by the local residents who were engaged in a deep discussion of local, state and national politics.

The strength for Mr. Santorum became clear in conversations with Republicans as they sliced their inch-thick prime rib and grilled pork chops here on Thursday evening at a Lincoln Dinner that preceded the caucus. There were no Santorum signs or banners, but several people said they believed he was the strongest conservative in the race.

“I like his values. He’s one of us,” said Duane Leimkuehler, 53, a corn, wheat and soybean farmer. He was elected as a delegate and said that he would proudly represent his county at the district and state conventions, but acknowledged that he was focused on defeating President Obama and eager for the Republican race to conclude.

“Mitt Romney is not my first choice. He’s getting support solely because he’s the front-runner,” Mr. Leimkuehler said. “But we’ve got to unite at some point.”

The outcome of the caucus here on Thursday night was not necessarily representative of the gatherings to be held across the state on Saturday. The Romney campaign is hoping to find its base of support in suburban St. Louis and Kansas City.

Here in Chariton County, which is described by voters as deeply conservative, Mr. Romney carried 25 percent of the vote in the February primary and Mr. Santorum won 58 percent.

But the meeting, which lasted about 40 minutes from prayer to adjournment, provided a window into the county-by-county fight for delegates that the Republican presidential race has become.

.

Missourinet: The Blog
Not exactly news, but some stuff we thought you should know

Petition Anniversary

Posted on March 15, 2012 by Bob Priddy 

Today is the 105th anniversary of the day the Missouri House approved a Senate resolution giving Missouri voters a chance to decide (again) if they wanted the right of initiative and referendum.  Voters in 1908 agreed that they did, after badly defeating a similar proposal in 1904.

If it were not for that decision by the legislature to ask Missourians if they wanted reconsider their 1904 vote against direct democracy, some people today would need to find different hobbies.

In light of what is going on with our petition process today, the words of  Dr. William Preston Hill, a St .Louis activist who had lobbied the legislature on the issue, seem appropriate to recall:

“This system does not aim to abolish the representative form of government we now have, nor to substitute another in its place.  It leaves our representative system just as it is, but guards it from abuse and from becoming misrepresentative. It will perform the same function as a safety valve on an engine; silent and unnoticed when not needed, but most useful in time of danger.”

If Dr. Hill could come back (he died in 1931), and see what is happening with the petition process today, what do you suppose he would say about the rise of well-funded special interest organizations and individuals  who are dominating the scene and are submitting dozens of different versions of petitions on their pet issues.

It was not easy to get the right of initiative and referendum in Missouri, as we recount in today’s (March 15) Across Our Wide Missouri program.  In fact Missouri became the first state to REJECT those rights when people voted down the proposal in 1904.

The first eight citizen-instigated issues to go on the ballot in 1910, 1912, and 1914 failed. But a proposal for a constitutional convention passed in 1920.  Eleven of the next fourteen proposals were voted down.

Only 38% of the citizen proposals on the ballot 1910-2000 passed (26 out of 68).

In the past five election years, seven of ten citizen petition proposals have been aprpoved by voters, almost double the percentage of the first eighty years of petition issues.

But trends in recent years raise questions about Dr. Hill’s assurances in 1908.  In 2010, about 100 petitions were filed with the Secretary of State, many of them variations of one another.  Only 23 were approved for public circulation.  Of that 23, only three made it to the ballot and one of them had to go through the courts to win a position.  All three passed–prohibiting sales taxes on the sale or transfer of homes or other forms of real estate, one prohibiting citizens from all but two cities from ever being able to vote on an earnings tax and requiring votes from time to time in Kansas City and St. Louis on their earnings taxes, and the dog beeeders bill that the legislture rewrote last year.

This year, things are just crazy.

At last count the Secretary of State had received 143 proposed petitions.  143!   Of that total, just three groups have submitted SIXTY-ONE:

· 22 petitions coming from one source are about income, earnings, and sales taxes.

· 27 petitions from another source are about local tobacco taxes.

· 12 petitions  from one group are about statewide tobacco taxes.

Here is an entertaining additional piece of information.  Twenty-seven additional tobacco tax-related petitions have been withdrawn.

That means 66 –count ‘em– 66 tobacco tax petitions have been filed with the Secretary of State, of which 39 are still alive in some form or another.

The staff of the Secretary of State’s elections office has to review the wording of every petition.  Other state offices, including the state auditor’s office, get involved in the reviews, in estimating the costs or financial benefits to the state if the proposition is approved, and writing a ballot title.  And that doesn’t count the time that is spent when one of these groups or individuals disagrees with the ballot title or the fiscal note and goes to court.

And it’s not over yet.  More can be submitted.

It’s no wonder some legislators are voicing concerns that the process is being abused by the few well-heeled individuals or groups.  The phrase “gaming the system” has been used by those who perceive an alarming trend of abuse developing among monied interest groups to submit dozens of versions of the same petition instead of deciding on what they stand for and putting it forth.  But, it appears to some who are alarmed by this trend, if you have an unlimited amount of money, what difference does it make if you cause a large number of state employees to waste a lot of their taxpayer-financed time?   Those who are concerned about this trend might be excused if they think Dr. Hall’s statement from 1908 hasn’t been turned on its head.

Several bills dealing with initiative and referendum have been introduced in this year’s session.  Only one has been sent out of committee for debate.  HJR 47 requires at least 5.25% of the legal voters in every congressional district to sign petitios before the issue can go on the ballot.  The proposed constitutional change is needed because the present lw requires eight percent of voters in each of two-thirds of the congressional districts to sign.  But Missouri is dropping from nine to eight districts, so the two-thirds requirement is no longer valid.  Since more districts have to be involved, the percentage of signatures is being reduced.

SB817 cuts the time the Secretary of State has to approve or reject a form of a petition from 30 days to only 15.  Detractors question the feasibility of that requirement as long as petitions are filed by the gross with the Secretary of State.  It also makes osme other chances in petition law.  The bill is still in a senate committee.

House Joint Resolution 40 establishes a special Fair Ballot Commission to determine if the proposed ballot langauge submitted by initiative and referendum is correct and proper.

And Senate Bill 1869, introduced jsut a few days ago, is waiting for a vote from a senate committee.

None of these proposals seems to address the “gaming” of the petition process.

That doesn’t mean nothing will happen.  As we enter the second half of the legislative session, lawmakers with bills that are stuck in committee or are so far down the debate schedule to make passage minimal will be looking for proposals they can amend with their ideas.

Dr.Hill in 1907 saw initiative and referendum guarding the representative form of government “from abuse.”

A lot of things can happen in the two months before the legislature adjourns.  We’ll be watching to see if somebody has a passable answer to the problems of 143 proposed pettions.

And counting.

House Speaker Tilley putting his stamp on Steelman Senate campaign

BY JAKE WAGMAN • jwagman@post-dispatch.com > 314-340-8268 stltoday.com | Posted: Thursday, March 15, 2012 10:00 am

ST. LOUIS • Maybe Missouri House Speaker Steve Tilley really did want to be involved in the 2012 election — just not as a candidate.

Months after dropping his own bid for statewide office, Tilley, whose work as speaker ends in May, has emerged as a key figure for another Republican on the ballot this year: U.S. Senate hopeful Sarah Steelman.

Last month, Steelman announced that Tilley would serve as her campaign chairman, a role that, depending on the campaign, can be hands-on or mostly ceremonial.

Tilley is showing that he intends to be the type of chairman with a hand on the steering wheel.

On Wednesday, the Steelman campaign announced that its new campaign manager would be state House GOP aide David Willis — Tilley's chief of staff in the Capitol.

It's not hard to understand the opportunity Tilley sees in the Steelman campaign. Tilley already has a statewide political apparatus in place: If not from his truncated bid for lieutenant governor, then in his role in trying to maintain a Republican majority in the House.

While Steelman faces a tough primary, the gender and geographical dynamics are in her favor. She is facing two St. Louis male candidates — three, if Tom Schweich gets in — that will compete for the same votes.

Should Tilley get a front seat in a high-stakes Senate battle against Claire McCaskill, it could be more entertaining than running himself. 

And if Tilley decided to seek elected office again, running Steelman's effort would give him a laboratory to see what works, and what doesn't, in a statewide campaign. 

It worked for Republican Ann Wagner, who was Roy Blunt's campaign chairman in 2010. Now Wagner is all but measuring the drapes on Capitol Hill as her own well-funded bid for U.S. House rumbles into November.

Missouri Republican St. Patrick’s Day Caucus Sites

2012-03-16

Michael Mahoney – 20 pounds of Headlines

Selected Missouri GOP Caucus locations according to the Missouri Republican Party:

Please see below for the list of county caucus locations. 

Adair County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 1:30pm
Location: Adair County Annex Building, 300 N. Franklin, Kirksville, MO)
Andrew County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: Andrew Co. Courthouse, 2nd floor courtroom, 411 Court St., Savannah, MO 64485
Atchison County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: Commission Room, Atchison County Courthouse, 400 S. Washington St., Rock Port, MO 64482
Audrain County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: Audrain County Courthouse (Community Room), 101 North Jefferson Street Mexico, MO 65265
Barton County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: Barton County Courthouse (big courtroom) 1007 Broadway, Lamar, MO 64759
Bates County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 2:30pm
Location: Ruby Stotmeister, 305 N Delaware, Butler, MO
Benton County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 9am, registration; 10am meeting
Location: Benton County Courthouse (big courtroom), 316 Van Buren Rd Warsaw, MO 65355)
Bollinger County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: Courtroom, Bollinger County Courthouse, 204 High Street Marble Hill, MO 63764)
Boone County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: Kemper Arena, Hwy 763/Boone Ind. Dr., Columbia, MO 65202
Buchanan County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: Buchanan County Courthouse, Div 3 Courtroom, 411 Jules Street, St. Joseph, MO 64501
Butler County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: Tinnin Fine Arts Center, Three Rivers Blvd, Poplar Bluff MO
Caldwell County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: Caldwell County Courthouse, 49 E. Main St, Kingston, MO 63901
Callaway County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: Callaway Electric Coop, Community Room, 1313 Cooperative Drive, Fulton, MO
Camden County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am (registration begins at 8am)
Location: Camden County Courthouse Justice Center, 1 Court Circle, Suite 8. Camdenton, MO 65020
Cape Girardeau County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: University of Missouri Extension Office, 684 West Jackson Trail Jackson, MO 63755
Carroll County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: Carroll County Courthouse (1st floor courtroom), 8 S Main St, Carrollton, MO 64633
Carter County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: Carter County Courthouse, 105 Main Street, Van Buren, MO 63965
Cass County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: Cass County Justice Center, 2501 W. Mechanic St., Harrisonville, MO
Cedar County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: Cedar County Courthouse, 113 South Street Stockton, MO 65785
Chariton County
Date & Time: 3/15/12; 7:30pm
Location: Railyard Restaurant, 606 E Broadway St, Brunswick, MO 65236
Christian County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am (registration opens at 8am)
Location: Ozark High School Auditorium, 1350 West Bluff Drive, Ozark, MO
Clark County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: Sever Library, 207 West Chestnut Street, Kahoka, MO 63445
Clay County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: William Jewell College, John Gano Memorial Chapel (on the quad), 500 College Hill, Liberty, MO 64068
Clinton County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: Clinton County Courthouse, Community Room, 207 North Main Street, Plattsburg, MO 64477
Cole County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: Thomas Jefferson Middle School, 1201 Fairgrounds Rd., Jefferson City, MO 65109
Cooper County
Date & Time: 3/17/2012; 10am
Location: Laura Speed Elliott Middle School Auditorium, 700 Main Street Boonville, MO 65233
Crawford County
Date & Time: 3/17/2012; 10am
Location: Crawford County Courthouse, 302 W Main St Steelville, MO 65565
Dade County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: Dade County Courthouse, 300 Water St, Greenfield, MO 65661
Dallas County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: Dallas County Courthouse, Cedar St, Buffalo, MO
Daviess County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: Daviess Co. Courthouse, 102 N. Main, Gallatin, MO 64640
DeKalb County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: DeKalb County Courthouse Community Room, 109 W. Main Street, Maysville, MO 64469
Dent County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: Salem City Hall Auditorium, 202 N. Washington, Salem, MO
Douglas County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: Douglas County Courthouse, 203 SE 2nd Ave, Ava, MO 65608
Dunklin County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: Kennett Housing Authority Community Building, 900 Kennett Street, Kennett, MO 63857
Franklin County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: County Seat Senior Center, 1329 Union Ave, Union, MO 63084
Gasconade County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: Swiss Evangelical Church Fellowship Hall, 2082 Swiss Church Road Hermann, MO 65041
Gentry County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: Gentry County Courthouse, 200 W. Clay Albany, MO 64402
Greene County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am (registration begins at 8am)
Location: University Plaza, 333 John Q. Hammons Parkway, Springfield, MO 65806
Grundy County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am (registration begins at 9am)
Location: Ketcham Community Center (Sugg Room), North Central Missouri College, 1301 Main, Trenton, MO
Harrison County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: Harrison County Courthouse, 1500 Central St, Bethany, MO 64424
Henry County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: Rotary Building, 200 W Franklin St, Clinton, MO 64735
Hickory County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: Christian Health Care, 101 Hwy 54 & 1st St, Hermitage, MO 65668
Holt County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: Holt County Courthouse, 102 West Nodaway, Oregon, MO 64473
Howard County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: Howard County Courthouse, #1 Courthouse Square Fayette, MO 65248
Howell County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: West Plains Civic Center, 110 St. Louis St, West Plains, MO 65775
Iron County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: Iron County Courthouse, 250 S. Main St, Ironton, MO 63650

Jackson County
Date & Time: 3/24/12; 10am
Location: The Bernard Campbell Performing Arts Center, 400 SE Blue Parkway, Lee’s Summit , MO 64063
Jasper County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am (registration at 9am)
Location: Carthage Memorial Hall, 407 S. Garrison, Carthage, MO 64836
Jefferson County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: Hillsboro R-3 Intermediate School, 10478 Business 21, Hillsboro, MO 63050
Johnson County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am (doors open at 8:10am)
Location: Warrensburg Community Center, 445 East Gay Street, Warrensburg, MO 64093
Knox County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: Knox County Courthouse, 107 N 4th Street Edina, MO 63537
Laclede County
Note: the time and location have changed….
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 11am (registration begins at 10:30)
Location: The Lebanon-Laclede Library, 915 S. Jefferson, Lebanon, MO
Lafayette County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: Lafayette County Courthouse upstairs circuit courtroom, 1001 Main Street, Lexington, MO 64067
Lawrence County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: Old Lawrence County Courthouse, 2nd floor, #1 Courthouse Square, Mt. Vernon, MO 65712
Lewis County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: Lewis County Courthouse, 101 East Lafayette P.O. Box 8. Monticello, MO 63457

Lincoln County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: Lincoln County Courthouse upper Court Room, 201 Main St, Troy, MO 63379
Linn County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: Trinity Fellowship Center, 224 South Main, Brookfield, MO
Livingston County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am (doors open at 9)
Location: Livingston County Courthouse (2nd floor courtroom), 700 Webster Street, Chillicothe, MO 64601
Macon County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: Macon County Courthouse, 101 East Washington St, Macon, MO 63552
Madison County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: Fredericktown Nutrition Center, 109 Spruce St, Fredericktown, MO 63645
Maries County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: Maries County Courthouse, 211 Fourth Street Vienna, MO 65582
Marion County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: Marion County Courthouse, 906 Broadway, Hannibal, MO 63401
McDonald County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am (registration begins at 9am)
Location: Pineville Community Building, Pineville, MO
Mercer County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: Princeton Housing Authority, 801 Hickland, Princeton, MO 64673
Miller County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: Miller County Courthouse (4th floor), 2001 Highway 52, Tuscumbia, MO 65082
Mississippi County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: 215 S. Washington, East Prairie, MO
Moniteau County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: Moniteau County Courthouse, 200 E Main St, California, MO 65018
Monroe County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: Monroe County Courthouse Courtroom, 300 North Main, Paris, MO
Montgomery County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: Montgomery City Hall, Council Chambers, 723 N. Sturgeon, Montgomery City, MO
Morgan County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: Hunter Civic Center, 201 W Jasper St, Versailles, MO 65084
New Madrid County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: New Madrid County Courthouse, 450 Main Street New Madrid, MO 63869
Newton County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am (doors open at 9am)
Location: Crowder College, Farber Hall, Wright Conference Room, 601 Laclede Ave, Neosho, MO 64850
Nodaway County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am (doors open at 9am)
Location: Nodaway County Administration Bldg, 403 Market St, Maryville, MO 64468
Oregon County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: Community Worship Center, Market & Vine, Alton, MO (located across from the US Post Office)
Osage County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: Osage County Annex, County Commissioners Room, 2nd Floor, 3rd & Main St, Linn, MO
Ozark County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: Ozark County Senior Center, 307 E High St, Gainesville, MO 65655
Perry County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: Perry County Administrative Building, Downstairs Meeting Room, 321 N Main St, Perryville, MO
Pettis County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: Pettis County Courthouse, 415 South Ohio Sedalia, MO 65301
Phelps County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 2pm
Location: Phelps County Courthouse, 200 N. Main St., Rolla, MO 65401
Pike County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: Pike County Courthouse, 3rd floor, 115 West Main St., Bowling Green, MO 63334
Platte County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: Platte County Resource Center, 11724 NW Plaza Circle, Kansas City MO 64153
Polk County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: Polk County Courthouse, 3rd floor, 102 E. Broadway Bolivar, MO 65613
Pulaski County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: Roubidoux Early Childhood Center (old Waynesville Middleschool), 403 School Street, Waynesville, MO 65583
Putnam County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: Putnam County Grade School Gym, 801 S. 20th St, Unionville, MO
Ralls County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: Ralls County Courthouse, 311 S Main St New London, MO 63459
Randolph County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Moberly Courthouse, 223 N. Williams, Moberly, MO 65270
Ray County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: Ray County Library, 215 East Lexington St., Richmond, MO
Reynolds County
Date & Time: 3/17/12 at 10am
Location: Hall’s Restaurant, 305 Walnut Ellington, MO 63638
Ripley County
Date & Time: 3/17/12 at 10am
Location: Ripley County Courthouse, 100 Court House Sq, Doniphan, MO 63935
Saline County
Date & Time: 3/17/12 at 10am
Location: Saline County Courthouse, Circuit Courtroom, 19 E North St, Marshall, MO 65340
Schuyler County
Date & Time: 3/17/12 at 10am
Location: Schuyler County Courthouse, Basement Meeting Rm, 1 Courthouse Square, Lancaster, MO 63548
Scotland County
Date & Time: 3/17/12 at 10am
Location: Scotland Co Rotary Building, 130 S Market St, Memphis, MO 63555
Scott County
Date & Time: 3/17/12 at 10am
Location: Scott County Courthouse, 131 S. Winchester Street, Benton, MO 63736
Shannon County
Date & Time: 3/17/12 at 10am
Location: Winona Elementary School, Winona, MO
Shelby County
Date & Time: 3/17/12 at 10am
Location: Shelbina Library in the basement, 102 N. Center St. Shelbina, MO 63468
St Charles County
Date & Time: 3/17/12 at 10am
Location: St. Francis Howell North High School, 2549 Hackmann Road, St. Charles, MO 63303
St. Clair County
Date & Time: 3/17/12 at 10am
Location: St. Clair County Courthouse, 2nd Floor, 655 2nd Street Osceola, MO 64776
St Francois County
Date & Time: 3/17/12 at 10am
Location: Mineral Area College, North College Center building (last building on the left), 5270 Flat River Road Park Hills, MO 63601
St. Louis City
Date & Time: 3/24/12 at 10am (registration at 9:30)
Location: Forest Park Community College cafeteria, 5600 Oakland Avenue, St. Louis, MO 63110

St Louis County
**St Louis County will be caucusing by township rather than county. See below for the list of locations.
To find your township, please visit the Secretary of State’s precinct lookup page (once you enter your address, your abbreviated township will be displayed in the precinct field of the results) or visit the St Louis County Board of Elections township maps page (detailed pdf maps of each township are available).
All caucuses will take place on March 17 at 10:00 AM
• Airport: Pattonville Learning Center, 11097 St Charles Rock Rd, St. Ann, MO 63074
• Bonhomme: Kirkwood Community Center – Room 201, 111 South Geyer Road, Kirkwood, MO 63122
• Chesterfield: Westminster Christian Academy, 800 Maryville Centre Dr, St. Louis, MO 63017
• Clayton: Ethical Society of St. Louis, 9001 Clayton Rd, St. Louis, MO 63117
• Concord: Office of Sen. Jim Lembke, 5714 Lindbergh Blvd, Green Park, Mo 63123
• Creve Coeur: Spazio’s Cafe – Westport, 12103 Lackland Road, St. Louis, MO 63146
• Ferguson: Ferguson City Hall, 110 Church Street, Ferguson, MO 63135
• Florissant: Yacovelli’s Restaurant, 407 Dunn Road, Florissant, MO 63031
• Gravois: Grantwood Village Town Hall, One Missionary Ridge, St. Louis, MO 63123
• Hadley: St. Louis Masonry Center, 1429 S. Big Bend, Richmond Heights MO 63117
• Jefferson: Glendale City Hall, 424 North Sappington Road, Glendale, MO 63122
• Lafayette: Ballwin Police Station, 300 Park Drive, Ballwin, MO 63011
• Lemay: Royale Orleans, 2801 Telegraph Road, St. Louis, MO 63125
• Lewis & Clark: Prairie Commons Library auditorium, 915 Utz Lane, Hazelwood 63042
• Maryland Heights: Maryland Heights Community Center, Room #4, 2344 McKelvey Road, Maryland Heights, MO 63043
• Meramec: Oaks Landing Clubhouse, 1111 Newport Landing, Fenton, MO 63026
• Midland: Wild Acres Banquet Hall, Wild Acres Park, Building B, 2500 Ashby Rd, Overland, MO 63114
• Missouri River: The Lodge – Des Peres, 1050 Des Peres Rd, Des Peres, MO 63131
• Normandy: Home of Mike and Maggie Jost, 2853 Moniteau Drive, St. Louis, MO 63121
• Northwest: Bridgeton Trails Library Branch, 3455 McKelvey Rd., Bridgeton, MO 63044
• Norwood: Corner Coffee House, 100 N Florissant Road, Florissant, MO 63135
• Oakville: Oakville Elementary School, 2911 Yaeger Road, St. Louis, MO 63129
• Queeny: The Manchester Police Facility, 200 Highlands Blvd., Manchester, MO 63011
• Spanish Lake: Jamestown Bluffs County Library, 4153 Lindbergh, Florissant, MO 63034
• St. Ferdinand: Bellefontaine Neighbors Rec Center, 9669 Bellefontaine Road, St. Louis, MO 63137
• Tesson Ferry: Concord Church, 13775 Tesson Ferry Rd, St. Louis County MO 63128
• University: Centennial Commons (Century Room), 7210 Olive Blvd, University City, MO 63130
• Wild Horse: Schnuck’s Wildwood Crossing (Community Room), 16580 Manchester Road, Wildwood MO 63040
Ste Genevieve County
Date & Time: 3/17/12 at 10am
Location: Hope Church, 30 Triangle Dr, Ste. Genevieve, MO 63670
Stoddard County
Date & Time: 3/17/12 at 10am
Location: Stoddard County Justice Center, Courtroom A, 403 S. Prairie Street, Bloomfield, MO 63825
Stone County
Date & Time: 3/17/12 at 10am
Location: Galena High School, 30925 Hwy 413, Galena, MO 65656
Sullivan County
Date & Time: 3/17/12 at 10am
Location: Sullivan County Courthouse, 109 N. Main, Milan, MO
Taney County
Date & Time: 3/17/12 at 10am (doors open at 8:30am)
Location: Forsyth High School (Multi-purpose gymnasium), 178 Panther Street, Forsyth, MO 65653
Texas County
Date & Time: 3/17/12 at 10am (registration opens a 9:30)
Location: Sherman Field House, Licking High School, 313 S Main St, Licking, MO 65542
Vernon County
Date & Time: 3/17/12 at 10am
Location: Nevada Community Center, 200 N Ash St, Nevada, MO 64772
Warren County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am (registration begins at 8am)
Location: Warrenton High School Commons, 803 Pinckney Road Warrenton, MO 63383
Washington County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: Washington County Courthouse, 102 N. Missouri St., Potosi, MO
Wayne County
Date & Time: 3/16/12; 7pm
Location: Wayne County Court House, 109 Walnut Street Greenville, MO 63944
Webster County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am (registration begins at 8:30)
Location: Marshfield Junior High School Gym, 660 N Locust St, Marshfield, MO 65706
Worth County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: Worth County Fairgrounds, 310 North Lyon Avenue, Grant City, MO 64456
Wright County
Date & Time: 3/17/12; 10am
Location: Wright County Courthouse, 125 Courthouse Square, Hartville, MO 65667

EDITORIALS … & Letters to the Editor

Which to cut? Education or social services?
Written by Christopher DIXON
5:39 PM, Mar. 15, 2012  

The gaping hole has to be fixed. Soon.

Like many other states facing a deficit, Missouri is $500 million in the red. Our budget shortfall didn’t happen overnight and we didn’t get there because of the missteps of any one group or politician. And contrary to the belief of some, no recent governor - Republican or Democrat - is solely responsible for the budget shortfall. Taking political backbiting out of the equation, the numbers have spoken for themselves: our financial commitments exceed our income.

Politicians on both sides of the aisle are proposing deep cuts in Missouri’s spending to meet a balanced budget requirement by next month. Where they can’t begin to agree - as usual - is where those cuts should be made.

Gov. Jay Nixon’s most noticeable proposed cuts come in the form of state aid sent to Missouri’s public colleges and universities. Assuming these cuts are the ones implemented, young people heading to college for the first time who fall in the statistical middle class are the ones hit hardest. These young folks have parents who make too much to qualify for the Pell grant (total family income has to be considered under federal law, with almost no exception) and not nearly enough to help pay for school out of pocket.

With the average recent graduate’s student debt at record highs and climbing, hitting education this hard during a struggling economy seems very counter-intuitive.

On the other side of the aisle, lawmakers are proposing the deeper cuts be made in the area of social services rather than education.

While Republicans are almost always painted to look like the bad guys who are “putting granny out on the street,” the most recent proposal to limit some Medicaid payments to those who are above poverty level is far more humane than their counterparts would let on. These specific cuts would only hit those above a certain economic threshold and there is a less costly provision to provide service in certain circumstances for those who are sight-impaired.

Rep. Eric Burlison (R-136th) correctly summarized the budget disagreement recently when he stated that it boils down to cuts in one of those two areas: education or social services. As a state, we spend a large portion of taxpayer dollars in those two areas. Clearly both areas deserve careful scrutiny.

March 15, 2012 

Your Opinion: Senator's e-mail deemed 'shallow'

Jefferson City News TribuneWed Mar 14, 2012, 09:21 AM CDT 

Dear Editor: 
I receive all of Sen. McCaskill’s fundraising e-mails and I must say most of them are outrageous. This latest one, where her mother has apparently written the letter, was disgusting.

I must ask you, senator, where was your outrage with David Letterman, Joy Bahar, Ed Schultz, Keith Olberman when they made their disgusting comments about women who don’t “lock-step” with the Democratic Party? I didn’t hear a word about it from you or any elected Democratic, the Democratic National Committee or National Organization of Women (they remain silent on all nastiness that is directed to a conservative woman).

Your fundraising e-mails show you to be a shallow opportunist at the least, you can’t run on your record because when comes Missourians or to use your terminology “an authentic Missourian” you continually vote against us and do what your party leaders tell you to do. Your staff is rude and condescending and lacks professionalism.

I truly hope Missourians vote you out this election because if they don’t we will continue to have the dysfunction we have now and gas, food, products, medicines and everything else we use in our daily lives will continue to go sky high.

Letters | Friday, March 16
Naysayers’ advantage 

The Star and other Kansas City publications frequently point out deficiencies here compared to some other shining city on a hill. Yet they’ll complain every time Kansas City wants to spend money on, say, a convention center hotel or a streetcar, despite the fact that many of these “wonderful” other cities do the same.

Almost everything in places such as downtown Denver, Chicago, Indianapolis or New Orleans has been implemented to make it tourist friendly. Can you imagine how much money all of this cost? How can one hold these other cities out as such examples while criticizing us for trying to do the same thing? 

Even more interesting, these same people will often point to the very projects that arose out of this spending as evidence of these cities’ greatness.

This rhetoric in our local media has put Kansas City in a conundrum from which it seemingly cannot escape where it is either doing too much or not enough, and whatever it does, it is always wrong. 

Then again, that is what is great about being a naysayer: You never actually have to defend your position nor do you ever have to propose anything constructive.

Chris Bembynista

Overland Park

Kansas liquor sales

The Kansas House is considering HB2532, which would expand the number of outlets that sell alcoholic beverages to include grocery and convenience stores. Ostensibly, this is being done to modernize our antiquated liquor laws in the interest of convenience for consumers.

I have been involved in the alcoholic beverage business for 40 years. The one constant was that alcoholic beverages were sold in a controlled environment, by independent business people who made their livelihood off the responsible sale of these products. I don’t call that “antiquated.” I call it responsible.

How convenient should the sale of alcoholic beverages be? The truth is this is the agenda of big, out-of-state corporations. If passed, it will cause hundreds of small Kansas businesses to go out of business. Expanding the number of outlets selling alcohol has been shown in numerous studies to lead to increases in crime and alcohol abuse. We don’t need an additional 3,000 outlets — whose profits will go out of state — to make alcoholic beverage sales more convenient.

The current Kansas distribution system is sensible and strikes the right balance between convenience and public safety. I urge the Kansas Legislature to reject HB2532.

Ross Schimmels

Lenexa

Increase cigarette tax

Message to Gov. Jay Nixon and state legislators: Do something about the state’s budget deficit, and at the same time haul yourselves into the 21st century. Raise Missouri’s measly, shameful, lowest-in-the-nation cigarette tax.

Cigarettes kill. Second-hand smoke kills. Smokers cost companies billions of dollars in health care costs, insurance costs, lower productivity because of increased sick days and lost productivity caused by several smoke breaks routinely taken on a daily basis.

Missouri, get your priorities in order. Stop cutting school budgets.

Raise taxes on cigarettes. Put students ahead of smokers.

Raise the tax on sales of cigarettes and raise it significantly.

Janet Duncan

Kansas City

Payday loan use

A March 4 letter writer referred to a recent study by an economist and a research associate at the Federal Reserve Bank of New York. The writer quoted the report as concluding that “blacks and Hispanics are not significantly more likely than whites to use payday credit.” That is a somewhat misleading summary of the report.

From the report: “In this post, we look at whether black and Hispanic households are in fact more likely to use payday credit. We find that, unconditionally, they are.” The report further states that the “race gaps” (the authors’ term) are substantial: “blacks are 34.5 percent more likely than whites to use payday credit” and “Hispanics are 30 percent more likely.”

The point the March 4 letter writer was attempting to make was that the authors concluded the “race gaps” essentially disappear when the financial characteristics of the borrowers such as past delinquencies, debt levels, credit availability are taken into account. As the authors put it, “conditional on demographic and financial characteristics, blacks and Hispanics are not significantly more likely to use payday credit than are whites.”

In short, the report acknowledges that “race gaps” exist, but it asserts the gaps can best be correlated with factors other than race.

Mark Peavy

Kansas City

Cable TV cancellation

I finally canceled HBO after enduring a deteriorating quality in first-rate movies and liberal programming. After hearing about the network’s Bill Maher’s donating $1 million to the president’s PAC, I realized I helped fund his donation.

Maher can call Republican women vile names because he’s protected as a comedian? Save your money instead of paying for third-rate programming.

Gary Bennett

Kansas City

McClanahan column

E. Thomas McClanahan’s March 11 column, “If they can do this, what can they not do?” caused me to say “holy cow.”

Have we started another unprovoked war? Could the vice president have shot someone in the face? Are they about to put Rush Limbaugh in the Hall of Famous Missourians?

What could have inspired such a doomsday headline? Oh — the government wants all employers, except for churches, to comply with the health care law, and not discriminate against their female employees. But, Limbaugh and McClanahan say, “That’s stepping on their religious liberty.”

No, it’s saying that if you run a business (even one that enjoys the luxury and advantage of being tax-exempt) you must comply with the law. It is also true that President Barack Obama structured an accommodation to make the church-affiliated businesses feel better.

I’m relieved to find there’s no new war. No one was wounded on a bird hunt, and with a little luck and sense of shame, no Rush in the Hall.

Scott Gregory

Roeland Park

High cost of tobacco

The U.S. Surgeon General recently issued a report titled “Preventing Tobacco Use Among Youth and Young Adults,” which calls for urgent action to protect children from the marketing tactics of the tobacco industry.

This call to action is particularly relevant to Kansas. According to the Department of Health and Environment, 17 percent of Kansas high school students are smokers. Based on these rates 54,000 Kansas children will die prematurely from a smoking-related illness.

Nearly 80 percent of smokers start before age 18. While several factors contribute to youth smoking, pro-tobacco advertising in our communities remains the most significant.

Tobacco companies spend more than $10 billion a year on marketing nationwide. These efforts are successful; the Campaign for Tobacco Free Kids estimates that 6.3 million packs of cigarettes are bought or smoked by Kansas children each year.

Tobacco use remains the leading cause of preventable death in Kansas costing the state $927 million annually in health care costs, including $197 million in annual Medicaid costs. Comprehensive tobacco control programs and greater efforts to protect children from pro-tobacco marketing are investments in the future of Kansas and part of the solution to our escalating health care costs.

Steve Coen

Kansas Health Foundation

Wichita

Nuclear waste burial

On the political trouble finding long-term storage spots for spent nuclear fuel rods, which will remain radioactive for hundreds of thousands of years, why do we not investigate burying them in oceanic plates about to subduct beneath continental plates? 

As geologists studying plate tectonics have observed, an oceanic plate typically slides beneath another plate in deep ocean trenches at a rate between two to eight centimeters a year.

Any material buried there, heading toward the mantle, would likely not see the sun again for millions of years. Such zones crisscross the globe like stitching on a baseball. 

If quake-conscious residents nearest the Cascadia Subduction Zone (the coasts of British Columbia, Washington, Oregon and northern California) don’t want it, surely some struggling coastal country can be persuaded to accept this material. Money for them, no storage sites for us.

Rodney Staab

Overland Park

Kindness follows unrest

After Egypt’s constant unrest for the last year, the new government has finally outdone the last. The new government took hostages, which led relatives of those hostages to take some American citizens hostage.

But it is all good because the captors were nice to the Americans. They complied with everything the Americans asked for. So of course, all new governments should be taking random people, leading relatives to take even more people. 

If every government went around taking people hostage then more people would be taking other hostages as a reaction and be nice to them. What a great way to spread kindness among mankind.

Emily Seib

Overland Park
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Tax increment financing is not 'free market'

"Some area officials want TIF restrictions" (March 12), a story about the politics of tax-increment financing, highlighted much of the practice's controversy, but it failed to highlight a new, ridiculous claim from advocates of TIF: that it is a free-market policy.

This claim surfaced in Ellisville Mayor Matt Pirrello's defense of TIF for a proposed Walmart Supercenter. He announced, "The county shouldn't be dictating how the free market works." I agree. If Mr. Pirrello understood free markets, he would oppose the TIF request.

Free markets succeed because businesses are rewarded for their satisfaction of consumers' demands, a process called "value creation." Minimal government intervention, voluntary commercial exchange, market prices and an emphasis on value creation characterize free markets.

This is distinct from what 19th-century economist Frédéric Bastiat termed "legal plunder," wherein businesses profit through the government, not value creation. Legal plunder stands in contrast to free markets because legal plunder requires the government to pick winners and losers. Government intervenes, ignores supply and demand and shifts resources towards crony profiteering.

Yet this is exactly what TIF entails: When government provides TIF to one group, other groups are left without such taxpayer subsidies.

Government provision of crony carve-outs to preferred groups is not "free market." Government subsidization of one business at the expense of others is not "free market." If TIF is "free market" policy, then so are bailouts and handouts.

Brett Gall • St. Louis

We all need a little help

Regarding "Illinois will appeal FEMA disaster denial" (March 13): I am just blown away by the Federal Emergency Management Agency. How can it just choose who gets help and who doesn't? It stumbled all over itself to help the people in New Orleans and did a lousy job, but it won't help the people in Illinois and Missouri who were wiped off the map by natural disasters.

If it had happened in Miami, San Francisco, Los Angeles or another big city, FEMA would be beating down the door to help. Kentucky is getting help, why not any others?

Cleon Harlan • High Ridge

Thanks to a humble Marine

Regarding "In a dark conflict, area Marine shines:" (March 14): I thank Bill McClellan for his timely articles about the bravery, courage and character of the men and women in our armed forces. I also thank Marine Sgt. David Chambers and his family for their service to our country.

What struck me most was his humbleness. That is something that has persevered in our armed forces in all of our wars. When my dad talked about World War II or my uncles talked about Korea, it was about their buddies, not themselves.

All wars have had incidents of which we are not proud, but the good our troops do under horrible and extreme conditions could not even be measured. Our politicians and talking heads could use a little humility.

As an infantryman (two tours in Vietnam), I salute and thank Sgt. Chambers, his family and all our men and women in the armed forces. The 99 percent of us who have not served in Iraq or Afghanistan have no right to complain about taxes, gas prices or birth control while these men and woman are on their fourth and fifth tours in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Finally, I suggest a bust representing our Missouri veterans be placed in our Capitol. Even Democrats and Republicans should agree on that.

Norm Carter • South St. Louis County

There are no winners

The recent tragedy in Afghanistan is just part of America's nightmare in the Middle East. The soldier involved was reported to be on his fourth tour in the Middle East conflict. It is tragic that the incident happened. What is more tragic is the way the United States is acting. To report that the soldier could receive a death penalty for this unfortunate tragedy is appalling to all soldiers who have participated in the Middle East conflict. There are no winners in war. When one is placed in war for the third or fourth time, we need to step back. We need to figure out why we need to keep sending Americans back.

Having served 365 days in the Vietnam war, I understand the effects of combat on a person. I am not excusing the accused soldier's alleged action. This is an unfortunate part of war. It is easy to sit in a government chair and send U.S. soldiers to a war. Maybe the next time that two countries want to go to war, the two leaders of the countries can have a boxing match. The winner wins!

The accused soldier needs help — not the death penalty.

Robert Smith • St. Charles

A step farther

The Post-Dispatch, in the editorial "Without fear or favor" (March 14), is encouraging the Internal Revenue Service to "investigate tax code abuses, regardless of politics." Under the tax code, large political advocacy committees are able to keep their donors' names secret if they file as so-called 501(c)4 social welfare groups. However, "if a social welfare organization becomes primarily engaged in political activity, it no longer qualifies as a 501(c)4 group."

I'd like the IRS to take it one-step further. The Roman Catholic Church, the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod and the Southern Baptist Convention, just to name a few religious organizations, have been actively politicking from the pulpit. If religious institutions want to advocate political positions to their parishioners, then I suggest they either become political action committees or forfeit the tax-exempt status they enjoy.

You can't have it both ways.

Ric Stephenson • Edwardsville

More to come

Regarding the Matson's View "Ignorant Vote" (March 14): In 24 hours, I received a forwarded email touting a supposed Columbia University 1983 classmate of President Barack Obama saying, "Do not to be fooled, Obama was a devout Muslim" and that he has a secret agenda of turning the United States into a socialist/Marxist state. Later, I received a phone call from "Citizens United" with a recorded message from Donald Trump ranting about how America had become a failed state under Mr. Obama.

It is no wonder that 52 percent of Mississippi Republicans say Mr. Obama is a Muslim, 12 percent say he is Christian and 36 percent say they aren't sure.

Just think, the general election is yet to be in full campaign swing.

Charlene Schneider • Ballwin

Run it, but move it

I support the paper's decision to run the alternative "Doonesbury" strip in the comics section because children may read "Doonesbury." However, I object that this important strip was not printed elsewhere in the paper.

"Doonesbury's" message is too important. It is encouraging dialogue about the Republican war on women's health issues. "Doonesbury" illuminates the utter atrocity of these new laws that go far beyond what should be the reach of the government for the most private of decisions that belong between a woman and her doctor.

The "Doonesbury" strip needs to be moved to the editorial section.

Maureen Jordan • Manchester

