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Mo. caucus results will take weeks to determine 

By Jackie Kinealy
News Editor, Truman Index

Published: Thursday, March 15, 2012

Unlike Alabama and Mississippi, where voters selected a Republican presidential nominee Tuesday, Missouri residents will not be holding their breath as caucus-night results roll in from throughout the state. 

In Missouri, county-level caucuses are not a one-night bash, but a 12-day bender, which began Tuesday and continue through March 24. Adair County caucus-goers will gather at 1:30 p.m. Saturday at the Adair County Annex Building to select nine county-level delegates who will help select Missouri’s 52 national convention delegates. 

The nine delegates Adair County caucus-goers select are not bound to support a certain candidate, said Tom Hensley, a Kirksville attorney and Republican party member who has helped organize the caucus during the past.

Depending on how many people attend the caucus and want to be delegates, each person’s preference might not be discussed, he said. 

During years past, there have not been enough delegates to fill all nine slots, and whoever wants to go is voted in without much discussion. But if more people want to participate this year, there will be more discussion to decide who will go, which potentially could include the question of which candidate he or she supports, Hensley said. 

Hensley said he expects a higher turnout this year because the Missouri primary vote was non-binding because of Missouri’s failure to comply with new requirements from the Republican National Committee, and the county-level caucus will determine how the state votes at the national convention. 

Even after all 142 caucuses in the state wrap up next Saturday, the country will not know for weeks which of the presidential hopefuls will carry Missouri’s 52 delegates at the Republican National Convention on Aug. 27-30, where the party will choose its official nominee. 

Of the 52 national delegates, 24 are chosen at Congressional District Conventions on April 21, said Jonathan Prouty, Missouri Republican Party communications director. There are eight congressional districts, and county-level delegates from each district choose three national delegates, he said. 

Adair County’s nine delegates will travel to Chillicothe for the District 6 convention. While the county-level delegates do not have an official allegiance, according to the state party rules, the delegates they select must identify their candidate before they are selected. 

The same county-level delegates choose the remaining 28 of the 52 national delegates at the state convention June 2, Prouty said. Those delegates also must identify a candidate before they’re selected, and are bound to that candidate at the National Convention from Aug. 27-30 in Tampa, Fla. 

Although Missouri’s caucus is late in the primary season and lacks the caucus-night suspense of states that immediately tally results, it still is significant, said Randy Hagerty, political science department chair. 

Some expected a clear front-runner by mid-March and feared Missouri’s caucus would be irrelevant by the time it rolled around, he said. 

On the contrary, the race for the Republican presidential nominee is competitive, with four candidates still in the running.

“In fact, participation in the caucus could have a significant effect in who the nominee might be,” Hagerty said. 

Senior Stuart Murray, a political science major, plans to caucus in Adair County this Saturday. He’s not convinced Missouri’s caucus will have a large national impact, but he said he thinks it’s important to participate in the political process regardless.  

“You get a whole bunch of people thinking, ‘Oh my vote’s not going to count, but that’s when their vote is going to count most,’” he said. “It’s the voter’s paradox.”

Murray plans to support Mitt Romney at the caucus. He said as a graduating senior, electing a president who can help fix the economy is his priority. 

“Normally I would pay more attention to social issues but this year it’s just not worth it,” he said. “The economy is front and center and that’s what drove me to support Mitt Romney.

Murray encouraged Republicans to attend Saturday’s caucus. 

Missouri chooses its presidential nominee… take two

March 14, 2012 | Filed under: Politics,Subscribers | Posted by: Tim Sampson 

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. – It’s almost time for Missouri Republican’s to choose their presidential nominee… again.

This Saturday at 10 a.m. most Missouri counties will hold their caucuses, little more than a month after they went to the polls to cast their ballots in a non-binding presidential preference primary.

Convoluted politics and posturing from the Republican National Committee and the State Senate have led to this highly unusual situation, in which state GOP leaders severed the results of last month’s primary from the delegate selection process taking place on Saturday.

Lloyd Smith, executive director of the Missouri Republican party said the move was made in order to ensure all of Missouri’s 52 delegates will be seated at the national convention in Tampa this summer.

“It’s certainly not the situation any of us envisioned at this time last year, but we are doing are best to educate Missouri voters,” Smith said.

This is the first time Missouri has used caucuses to select a presidential candidate in several election cycles. Rather than going to the polls, Republican Missourians will go to town hall meetings and vote on delegates that they would like to see sent to the state nominating convention. These delegates will then select another slate of delegates to go to the national convention in Tampa.

Although some counties can opt to have binding caucuses where delegates are pledged to a certain candidate, most will not. However, Smith said that delegates in non-binding caucuses will make it clear who they intend to ultimately vote for.

Though the nation’s eyes will fall upon Missouri this weekend as the Republican nomination contest drags onward, there may not be many surprises according to some GOP insiders. State Republican pundits say that although vote totals might change from last month’s primary, the winner will likely remain the same.

James Harris, a Republican strategist from Jefferson City, said he expects Rick Santorum, the winner of last month’s primary, to reassert his dominance over the Show-Me-State.

“I think you’ll see a strong showing from the conservative base of the party who clearly Rick Santorum appeals too,” Harris said. “But I think by the nature of the caucus system you’ll see Ron Paul and Mitt Romney make up some ground and finish better than they did last month.”

In last month’s primary Romney and Paul finished second and third respectively. Fellow Republican Candidate Newt Gingrich failed to meet the requirements to appear on Missouri’s ballot this year.

Two of the three candidates appearing on Missouri’s ballots are scheduled to make campaign stops in mid-Missouri in the lead up to Saturday’s caucuses. Paul will be speaking at the University of Missouri campus in Columbia on Thursday. Rick Santorum will be speaking in Osage Beach on Friday.

Talent plays up caucus challenge for Romney, appeals for backers to turn out

In Elections
By Jo Mannies, Beacon political reporter 

1:34 am on Thu, 03.15.12

Former U.S. Sen. Jim Talent and state Auditor Tom Schweich were all about Mitt Romney’s business acumen – and not his talked-about TV comment to “get rid’’ of Planned Parenthood – as they made their pitch Wednesday evening to a couple dozen supporters at the Republican presidential frontrunner’s state campaign headquarters in downtown Clayton.

Both high-profile Republicans plan to be busy through Saturday, as they seek to help Romney during the first round of Missouri’s complicated Republican caucus system.

Talent  told his audience at the campaign headquarters that Romney’s candidacy offered “a once in a lifetime chance’’ to elect a businessman to the White House who, in Talent’s opinion, has a better grasp of how to get the nation’s economy back on track.

Talent also cited Romney’s compassion, recounting the lengths he went to – while at Bain Capital – to hire private investigators and track down the missing teenage daughter of a Bain colleague.

Talent’s chief pitch was that Missourians who back Romney must show up at the caucus sites on Saturday.

Talent allowed during an interview afterward that he’s among many Republicans (such as former U.S. Sen. Christopher “Kit” Bond) who would have preferred to see a statewide primary that counted, or a caucus system that could it clearer – and earlier – who’s winning the bulk of the 52 Republican presidential delegates up for grabs.

“This has been handled in a way that will minimize Missouri’s impact’’ in the national GOP presidential campaign, Talent said.  “There’s a fair number in Missouri who probably don’t know we have a caucus.”

Talent sighed when asked about Romney’s Planned Parenthood comment, made in an interview with KSDK (Channel 5) while the former Massachusetts governor  was in Kirkwood Park for a campaign rally.

Democratic National Committee has gone all-out to highlight the comment, which also was denounced Wednesday by a number of women Democratic officeholders in a flurry of emails and in a conference call with reporters.

Talent said Romney was simply making the point that a number of things now financed by the federal government will need to eliminated if the federal budget deficit is to be dramatically trimmed.

The Planned Parenthood reference is “simply in the context of his spending policy,’’ Talent said.  Romney’s overarching question for each federal expenditure, Talent continued, is: ‘’Is it worth borrowing money from the Chinese?”

Talent noted that the cornerstone of Romney’s budget-balancing plan is to curb the growth of the federal entitlement programs: Social Security and Medicare for the elderly, and Medicaid for the poor and disabled.

As for Saturday’s caucuses, Talent and Schweich each said they’ll go to the caucus sites where the Romney campaign believes each can do the most good.

In southwest Missouri, former U.S. Attorney General John Ashcroft (also a former governor and senator) is slated to stump for Romney on Saturday by attending a caucus site in Greene County.

Talent, by the way, pointed out that for all the attention played to rival Rick Santorum’s victories Tuesday in Alabama and Mississippi, Romney actually won more delegates – particularly when his victory in Hawaii is included.

“We won the day,’’ Talent said. 

Now, his aim is to say the same after Saturday, when Missouri’s caucus process gets into full swing.

U.S. Senate hits the gas on highway 'jobs' bill stalled in House

In Washington
By Robert Koenig, Beacon Washington correspondent 

5:50 pm on Wed, 03.14.12

Updated at 9:34 am on Thu, 03.15.12

WASHINGTON — Brushing aside partisan wrangling, the U.S. Senate approved a two-year, $109 billion surface transportation funding bill Wednesday that continues the federal commitment to mass transit, streamlines the number of federal transportation programs and would preserve or create about 2.8 million jobs.

But the legislation, approved 74 to 22, faces an uncertain future in the Republican-led U.S. House, where Speaker John Boehner, R-Ohio, has been trying to retool a controversial five-year bill that would threaten mass transit aid and link additional highway funding to domestic oil drilling.

If no highway-bill compromise reaches President Barack Obama’s desk by March 31, a temporary extension would have to be approved by Congress to allow the government to keep collecting the $110 million a day it receives from federal taxes on gasoline (18.4 cents a gallon) and diesel (24.4 cents a gallon), which pay for most of the highway and transit programs.

Senators from Missouri and Illinois supported the bill; Sen. Mark Kirk, R-Ill, did not vote because he is still recovering from a stroke. According to an analysis by the federal transportation department, Missouri would get about $1.9 billion over two years in “highway formula apportionments” under the Senate bill; Illinois would get $2.7 billion.

The legislation includes a couple of amendments backed by U.S. Sen. Roy Blunt, R-Mo., to ensure that Missouri’s crumbling bridges remain eligible for federal aid.

The first amendment, introduced with Sen. Bob Casey, D-Pa., would maintain a dedicated revenue stream for bridges not on the federal-aid or National Highway System. Blunt’s office says 57 percent of Missouri’s bridges — about 14,000 of 24,200 bridges — are considered to be “off system.” And nearly a third of the state’s off-system bridges are rated as deficient.

The second amendment, which Blunt backed along with U.S. Sen. Al Franken, D-Minn., would help provide funding to repair federal-aid, non-NHS bridges. According to the Federal Highway Administration, Missouri has more bridges than all but five other states. Illinois ranks third, with more than 26,660 bridges.

“These bipartisan amendments will help ensure that Missouri and other states have the resources they need to fund important infrastructure systems nationwide,” said Blunt, who Tweeted after the Senate’s vote that he was “glad we passed the highway bill.” 

The Senate leadership declined to take up an amendment filed by U.S. Sen. Claire McCaskill, D-Mo., that called for cutting funds for big “reconstruction” projects in Afghanistan and redirecting those resources to road and bridge construction in this country. McCaskill says she plans to offer the amendment later to a defense bill.

After Wednesday’s vote, McCaskill said the legislation’s formula would send hundreds of millions of dollars into Missouri transportation projects over the next two years. “It’s refreshing to finally see folks on both sides of the aisle come together to pass a much-needed jobs bill,” she said in a statement.

McCaskill called on the U.S. House “to quickly vote on this bipartisan plan. We’ve had enough delay, and Missouri needs these jobs just as much as America needs this investment in roads and bridges.”

But Boehner and other House Republicans appeared to be leaning toward passing a stopgap extension of the surface transportation bill this month and turning instead to budget and health-care legislation. In the meantime, the House GOP conference would try to retool its five-year bill in a way that could pass. If all else fails, the House could turn to a two-year solution similar to the Senate bill.

The Senate-passed bill drew support from both labor and business, including the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, the AFL-CIO and the Associated General Contractors of America. The White House also called on the House to “move swiftly and in similarly bipartisan fashion” to approve a surface transportation funding extension.

Relieved that mass transit and other rail funding was not slashed, the National League of Cities praised the Senate’s bill as “a model” for the House because “it provides adequate funding and recognizes the importance of transportation funding to local economic development and vitality.”

The president of the U.S. Conference of Mayors, Los Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa, said he was pleased that the bill includes the “America Fast Forward” program, to allow local transit agencies to compete for $2 billion in low-interest TIFIA loans from the Transportation Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act. The Senate also found a compromise to preserve several bicycle, pedestrian, “safe routes to schools” and “rails-to-trails programs,” although they would have to compete with other programs for funding.

While the Senate bill would hike the amount of federal funds available to states for highway, bridge and transit programs — mainly by taking recent inflation into account in the formulas — that increase is below what two panels have recommended for federal help in maintaining the nation’s deteriorating bridge, highway and rail systems.

Benefits to rail transit and Illinois priorities
Start of update: After the vote, U.S. Sen. Dick Durbin, D-Ill., said the bill helped
protect several transit priorities for Illinois, including:

· A "state of good repair" program to help public transportation systems tackle the backlog of maintenance needs for America’s aging transit systems.

· Strengthening current programs and policies for intercity passenger rail.  States would be able to use federal funds to help operate passenger rail service.  This provision could help Illinois pay for new passenger rail service to Rockford and the Quad Cities.

· Allowing existing transit systems to compete for “new starts” funding. Currently, only extensions or new transit lines can compete for such federal funding.

· Increasing the amount of money that commuters can set aside before taxes for mass transit each month.

· Retaining the "Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement" program to help big cities pay for transportation projects that improve air quality and mitigate congestion.

· Offering a new competitive grant program, parallel to the Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) grant program, to allow communities to apply directly to the Department of Transportation for funding of nationally significant transportation projects. Several projects in Illinois and Missouri have been funded under the similar TIGER grant program. End update. 

Schweich dealing with 'personal process' as he ponders bid for U.S. Senate

In Elections
By Jo Mannies, Beacon political reporter 

2:12 am on Thu, 03.15.12

Missouri state Auditor Tom Schweich says he’s focusing for the next few days on helping Mitt Romney’s presidential campaign.

But Schweich acknowledges that he has a looming decision of his own to make: Does he jump into Missouri’s U.S. Senate contest?

 “It’s a very personal process I’m going through,’’ said Schweich, during a brief interview Wednesday as he and his wife left Romney’s campaign headquarters in Clayton.

Schweich is getting a lot of encouragement from a number of high-profile Republicans, led by former Sen. John C. Danforth, R-Mo., who see the auditor as the only candidate who has a chance of defeating U.S. Sen. Claire McCaskill, D-Mo.

Although their open letter -- made public a few days ago -- doesn’t mention names, their inference is that they don’t have confidence in the chances of the current three major Republican contenders – former state Treasurer Sarah Steelman, St. Louis businessman John Brunner and U.S. Rep. Todd Akin, R-Wildwood.

Akin has lambasted Danforth over the letter.

Schweich declined comment about the furor, saying only that he obviously has limited time to make his decision: “Filing closes in 12 days.”

By 5 p.m. on March 27, Schweich will have had to make up his mind.

Regional Occupy conference promises return of protesters to Kiener, Arch and 'the streets'

In Region
By Jo Mannies, Beacon political reporter 

5:13 pm on Wed, 03.14.12

Almost four months to the day after their removal from Kiener Plaza, several dozen activists with the Occupy movement returned to the park to outline their plans for a regional conference about to get underway.

Alyssa Cohn of Florissant is one of the activists who’s glad to get back into the groove. “I’m really excited,” said Cohn, 18. “It’s kind of like rebirthing itself.”

Occupy participants from at least 18 groups around the Midwest are expected to converge on St. Louis, beginning Thursday, for several days of workshops, rallies and demonstrations.
The four-day event is called Occupy The Midwest.

Rachael Perotta, with the Chicago Occupy group, said the conference's aim is to “take the Occupy movement to the next level.”

Among other things, she said, the various Midwest groups are “hoping to speak with a more unified voice.”

The conference's sessions are expected to include 30 workshops, including  “information sharing” and “media relations skills.”

The sessions will be held around St. Louis. But the kickoff is slated for 10 a.m. Thursday in Kiener Plaza. Later in the day, at 5 p.m., a march to the Arch will depart from Kiener. A rally follows on the Arch grounds.

Kiener Plaza housed Occupy’s tent city last fall; the police dismantled the encampment in mid-November.

The Occupy activists marched and rallied to protest corporate overreach and policies that favor the economic well-being of 1 percent over the 99 percent.

The Midwest conference is slated to kick off a new round of Occupy activities focusing on certain corporations.  Zach Chasnoff, a local painter active in the movement, said that Bank of America and Monsanto Co. will be among the companies targeted with “actions” over the course of the weekend. He declined to provide further details, citing security.

Chasnoff said that Occupy Wall Street, the parent of the local groups, has called for a focus on Monsanto for “various reasons, most of them dealing with control of the food supply.”

Reese Forbes, an activist with Veterans for Peace, said he and other members of his group plan to join in the Occupy conference. "I hope we can get the money out of the hands of the corporations that send us to war,'' he said.

Perotta said the regional conference is being held in St. Louis because its activists were first to propose the idea.  Organizers don’t know how many participants to expect. About 500 people have registered on Facebook, the main social-media site for the conference, Chasnoff said.

Perotta said the focus will be on organizing, not numbers. “If we have one person from every one of the organizations that endorsed the conference, it will be a success,” she said.

“Winter was a time for internal organizing,” Perotta continued. “Spring is a time to go back to the streets.”

Regional conference returns Occupy movement to St. Louis 


By Steve Giegerich • stltoday.com | Posted: Thursday, March 15, 2012 12:05 am | 

The Occupy movement returns to St. Louis today with the activists kicking off a four-day regional conference the group views as a new chapter in its commitment to rectifying social and economic inequality.

"Spring is the time to get back on the street so we can take the country back from corporate interests and electoral politics," said Rachael Perrotta representing Occupy Chicago. "It's time to return it to the 99 percent."

Between 300 to 600 activists from Texas, Iowa, Michigan, Nebraska, Tennessee, Connecticut, Oklahoma, Minnesota, Illinois and Indiana are expected to attend.

Perrotta would not rule out the possibility of the movement again encamping in Kiener Plaza, the downtown St. Louis park the group occupied for six weeks last fall.

The group will decide on an encampment after determining if the area can otherwise meet its housing needs, Perrotta said.

Attendees will spend the four days attending workshops and teach-ins on economic and social issues.

"This is an educational forum first and foremost," emphasized Susie Chasnoff of St. Louis.

A march from Kiener Plaza to the grounds of the Gateway Arch is scheduled for 5 p.m. today.

The group said it will also mount protests challenging the financial policies of Bank of America and the influence of St. Louis-based Monsanto Corp. on the worldwide food supply.

Organizers would not specify what form the protests would take.

The majority of the weekend's activities will take place in the Tower Grove and South Grand Avenue neighborhoods.

Kiener Plaza will be off limits to Occupy on Saturday because organizers of the annual St. Patrick's Day parade through downtown St. Louis previously obtained a permit to use the park.

Occupy activists descended on Kiener with tents and rhetoric last October in a revolving cast with as few as 20 and sometimes as many as 150 protesters.

St. Louis police cleared the encampment on Nov. 11. 

600 expected at Occupy the Midwest conference in St. Louis

Thursday, March 15, 2012

By JIM SALTER ~ The Associated Press

ST. LOUIS -- This week's Occupy the Midwest gathering in St. Louis is more than a reawakening of the movement that took hold last fall -- it is illustrative of the next phase of the effort, organizers and participants said Wednesday. 

At least 600 people from nearly 20 cities, mostly Midwestern but some from as far away as New England, are expected for the conference. It runs today through Sunday and will begin with a march to the Gateway Arch at 5 p.m. today. 

Occupy the Midwest will include a "general assembly" on the Arch grounds, tent encampments throughout the city and workshops on 30 topics, ranging from how to deal with police brutality to avoiding home foreclosures. 

The conference will also hold at least four protests. One will be against Bank of America, and another on Friday will target St. Louis-based Monsanto because of the company's involvement in the world food supply, organizer Zach Chasnoff said. Occupy members declined to elaborate, saying only that news releases will be sent out in the hours before the protests. 

The Occupy movement began in New York in September over concerns about economic issues, particularly high corporate profits and income inequality. It quickly spread to other cities, including St. Louis, where Occupy members set up camp in dozens of tents in Kiener Plaza, a small downtown park. The St. Louis encampment ended when police began enforcing a park curfew in November. Twenty-seven protesters were arrested for curfew violations when they refused to leave. A federal judge refused to overturn the evictions. 

Aside from a mid-November march that ended with about a dozen protesters arrested for trying to block a Mississippi River bridge entrance, the movement has been largely quiet in St. Louis since the end of the encampment. But about two dozen Occupy members at the news conference were enthusiastic about renewed involvement with the arrival of warmer weather. 

"Occupy the Midwest is an example of the escalation people are expecting," said Mike Hipson, 19, of Boston, who drove to St. Louis with a friend. "These groups are getting bigger and getting better organized." 

Jay Kurtz Jr. of Occupy St. Louis agreed. 

"With spring upon us, we are gathering to expand the communication we built among our tents," he said. 

Chasnoff did not say specifically where conference participants would camp. He said organizers have not sought permission from the city for any encampments. 

Messages seeking comment from city officials were not returned. 

Ann Honious, a spokeswoman for the National Park Service, which operates the Arch and its grounds, said a permit was granted for the general assembly that will take place on the stairway beneath the Arch. But Occupy members will not be allowed to camp on the Arch grounds, she said. 

First Occupy Midwest Conference This Weekend

March 14, 2012 3:30 PM, CBS St. Louis

ST. LOUIS, Mo. (KMOX) - They’re back, and they’ve brought friends.

Occupy St. Louis is welcoming members of Occupy movements from 18 other cities across the Midwest to town this weekend for the first ever regional Occupy conference. The event kicks off Thursday morning with registration, and then at 5:00 pm occupiers will be marching from Kiener Plaza downtown to the Arch grounds, for the first Occupy Midwest General Assembly.

The hope of some of the members if that a larger group from across the region will give a more legitimate voice to the organization.

“we realized to take the Occupy movement to the next level, we all needed to get to get together and form the kind of communication structure that will help us plan regional and national actions and give us a unified voice,” said Rachael Perrotta of Occupy Chicago.

The conference will touch on issues central to Midwestern communities. One big focus is agriculture, so the group is planning an action on Monsanto on Friday. This is part of a larger call to action on the company from Occupy Wall Street.

“We’re focusing on big agribusiness and the way it’s destroying the future of the food supply,” Perrotta said.

There will be general meetings in Tower Grove Park this weekend, but there’s no set place where everyone will be staying.

“I think it’s safe to expect to see a few tents around the St. Louis area,” said Zach Chasnoff of Occupy St. Louis.

Chasnoff said there will be an action on Thursday aimed at taking down Bank of America, but wouldn’t share how, when or what time that would happen. He also wouldn’t give details on the two other actions the group had planned.

The website for the event gives a detailed schedule for the weekend. Teaching sessions in non-violence, community action and keynote speakers are planned for the weekend.

So while most of St. Louis is celebrating St. Patrick’s Day this weekend, the Occupy movement will be calling for action in the Midwest.

Republican Dave Spence plays bracket politics: Picks Mizzou and SLU to go far

BY JAKE WAGMAN • stltoday.com | Posted: Wednesday, March 14, 2012 10:15 am | 

ST. LOUIS • Republican Dave Spence may have finally found something he agrees with President Barack Obama on. 

And maybe Gov. Jay Nixon, too.

Spence is seeking to challenge Nixon in November, but, for now, he is challenging his supporters to best the bracket he has filled out for the NCAA basketball tournament that begins this week.

The campaign's "Spence Bracket Challenge" is inviting participants to outperform the candidate's own NCAA picks — and offering prizes for those that do.

Contestants that beat Spence are eligible for Cardinals and Mizzou football tickets, as well as the chance to win $2,500 for the charity of their choice.

Spence, like Obama, has Mizzou making the final four.

Unlike the president, Spence, a diehard Tiger fan, has the black-and-gold winning the championship, a position that Nixon, a frequent guest at Mizzou Arena, would be hard-pressed to oppose.

Though Spence also has St. Louis University — a No. 9 seed that is in the tournament for the first time in a dozen years — going all the way to the Elite Eight, a sign Spence might be playing a little politics with his dance card.

Wyatt announces re-election bid

By Huong Tran
Staff Reporter, Truman Index

Published: Wednesday, March 14, 2012

Rep. Zachary Wyatt, (R-2), is so far running unopposed for reelection in the Missouri House of Representatives, with the March 27 filing deadline fast approaching.

Wyatt intends to campaign around issues including education reform and renewable energy.

As of press time, the Missouri Democratic party could not be reached for comment about whether it plans to put a candidate against Wyatt in the race.

Wyatt is running for a second term in the House, which would span Jan. 2013 to Jan. 2015, and said his goals include passing legislation to facilitate renewable energy production in Missouri, education reform and ensuring the legislature does not overlook his district.

“We are now to the point that legislation needs to be passed to facilitate the building of the wind farms,” Wyatt said. “We are trying to get the energy companies in Missouri to agree that all the money that they invest into renewable to be in Missouri.”

Renew Missouri Director P.J. Wilson said less than 1 percent of the energy currently used in Missouri is renewable.

This is a comparatively dismal number, considering Iowa uses 27 percent from renewable energy. Illinois and Kansas also plan to increase renewable energy usage to 20-25 percent, he said.

Renewable energy will be beneficial financially because the prices of coal and natural gas fluctuate. Missouri is heavily coal-dependent and pays $1.3 billion to Wyoming to buy coal, Wilson said. This money could be saved by using renewable energy.

Wyatt said his goal to focus on education reform begins by rerouting funds to rural districts.

“We need to realize that more money to the city or urban schools will not fix their failing school districts,” Wyatt said. “I would also like to see the state to be able to opt out of No Child Left Behind.”

Wyatt said he would strive to continue his bipartisan work.

“I feel that it is imperative that we acknowledge that we must work together on what we can agree on, even though that will never encompass everything,” Wyatt said.

Wyatt said he was able to pass three bills last session: House Bill 300, the Brain Injury Act and House Bill 89, which allocated funds to develop the East Locust Creek Reservoir in Sullivan County. HB 111 was  passed after Bill 775, which changed the laws allowing a sheriff to receive reimbursement for the actual costs of transporting a person to and from a mental health facility, a public or private hospital, a non-profit charitable organization, the state or a political subdivision.

“I do wish that there had been more progress on renewable energy production issues,” Wyatt said. “This session I have started trying to disseminate information through the Senate in hopes that the related bill will be voted Do Pass out of both chambers.”

While no Democrat or Republican has filed to run against Wyatt as of Wednesday evening, Kirksville attorney Jay Benson said there are people who are unhappy with Wyatt for the resolution he introduced in the House to file an article of impeachment again Adair County Circuit Judge Russell Steele, who is up for re-election during November.

After weight loss, Boyd says ‘time is now' to run for House

Thursday, March 15, 2012

By Scott Moyers ~ Southeast Missourian

SIKESTON, Mo. -- When Neal E. Boyd dropped out of his bid for a Missouri House seat last October citing weight concerns, he thought he was only putting his political debut on hold for a year or two as he went about the work of getting healthy. 

But now, just over four months later, the 2008 "America's Got Talent" winner and Sikeston, Mo., native says he's ready, 65 pounds lighter and primed to launch his campaign for the state legislature. 

"I feel great," Boyd said Wednesday. "I just got motivated and lost the weight quicker than expected. My friends and family were telling me that I had a real shot. So I just told myself, now is the time." 

Boyd intends next week to file in Jefferson City, Mo., as a Republican candidate for the newly redrawn 149th District, which includes New Madrid and Pemiscot counties and part of Mississippi County and includes the communities of Portageville and Hayti. 

The filing deadline is March 27, and if no one else files, Boyd will face three-term incumbent Rep. Steve Hodges, D-East Prairie, in November's general election. Hodges has represented the existing 161st District, and he could have run in any one of the three new districts that take up parts of the 161st. He chose the 149th last December, saying that the 149th could be more friendly to Democrats. 

Hodges says he's followed Boyd's career from "America's Got Talent" to the subsequent opera albums that he's put out since. Boyd's has been a very successful career, Hodges said. 

"But musical accomplishments and being in the state legislature are two different things," Hodges said. 

Hodges points to his six years in office, where he already knows how to navigate the political process in an often divided Jefferson City and get the work of the people done. In February, for example, Hodges proposed a bill that he touts as a way to put retail pharmacies on an even playing field with mail-order pharmacies. 

He co-sponsored a bill last year with several Republican representatives that would have required prescriptions for pseudoephedrine statewide. He also voted with Republicans on a bill that ultimately mandated that certain welfare recipients undergo drug testing. He's also garnered two awards from teachers groups recently for his work in education. 

"I haven't just been up there occupying a seat," Hodges said. "I feel like I have a lot more to offer at this point than Neal does." 

Hodges already has a campaign committee, though as of his last finance report filed in January, he only had about $5,000 cash on hand. A search of the Missouri Ethics Commission's website showed no finance committee filings for Boyd as of Wednesday afternoon. 

But Boyd said he's more than up to the challenge. He said he intends to work to ensure that residents of the 149th House District have the same opportunities that he did. Boyd was born into poverty, though he worked his way through Southeast Missouri State University, where he earned a degree in speech communications. He also has a bachelor's in music from the University of Missouri-Columbia and a master's in management from the University of Phoenix. 

He also attended the New England Conservatory in Boston. 

"If my life shows anything, it's that the American dream can still be achieved through hard work and perseverance," Boyd said. 

And while he acknowledged that he lacks political experience, he said he knows what's important to the people he would represent -- jobs, education and bringing a voice of the people of Southeast Missouri to Jefferson City. 

"I've worked hard to get my body into shape ... and I continue to progressively lose weight," Boyd said. "It's funny. Friends have told me there isn't any better way to continue losing weight than knocking on doors in the district." 

Meeting yields lobby campaign

By Philip Zahnd
Staff Reporter, Truman Index

Published: Wednesday, March 14, 2012

Junior Ryan Nely, president of the Student Association, wants every Truman State student to write a letter to Gov. Jay Nixon’s Office. The reason: to stop future budget cuts.

The intense lobbying effort was announced at the conclusion of his speech at Tuesday’s All-Student Body Meeting in the SUB Georgian Rooms, which Nely scheduled after attending University President Troy Paino’s All-University Meeting on Jan. 31. 

When the original meeting occurred, Nixon had proposed a 12.5 percent budget cut. However, the governor lowered the proposed cuts to 7 percent.

“I’m going to submit all of those [letters] to the governor before we leave in May so that he knows Truman students aren’t just going to sit by and watch with our hands tied,” Nely said.

Nely said there is a misconception among students, staff and faculty that state legislators have been receiving sufficient complaints regarding the budget crisis.

“I think everybody kind of assumed that the phones were ringing off the hook because everybody was so outraged,” he said. “There was this attitude that, ‘Well, the other guy sitting next to me is going to call, so I don’t need to call.’”

Jefferson City politicians have not been receiving enough concerns from state-funded schools because of this, Nely said.

“What a lot of people don’t realize is that if they don’t get any response, they assume it’s well received,” he said.

Letters can be as short as two sentences or as long as three pages, Nely said. Student Senate will promote the effort by setting up tables on The Quad and talking to campus organizations and possibly coordinating department barbecues, in which students would have to write a letter on a note card to participate.

The idea came from when University of Missouri-Columbia students sent 6,200 letters to the governor last month, he said. 

The effort comprised about 20 percent of the school’s student body, which would be the equivalent of about 1,200 [check] Truman students participating. Nely said that would be a lofty, but exciting goal if achieved.

Zach Toombs, student communication director for the Missouri Students Association in Columbia, said he originally had a goal of sending 1,000 letters. He said the goal was surpassed with 1,700 letters received the first day of the MoreForLess campaign, which supports the idea students are discontent about paying more tuition and receiving less state funding. 

Toombs said that with Nixon’s initial 12.5 percent budget cut proposal, the school was going to lose 25 percent of their state appropriation during a three-year period. 

“In the last three years, there hadn’t been much of a push back from students,” he said. “There hadn’t been a campaign that said ‘We’re not happy with this. This is unacceptable.’”

Toombs, the MSA president, the University’s Chief of Staff and several state legislators delivered the more than 6,000 letters to the mailrooms of the Missouri House of Representatives, Missouri Senate and Governor’s Office on Feb. 14. He said the response from state legislators has been overwhelmingly positive as they’re willing to work with public schools on the issue. 

Nely said students should make their letters as personal as possible and give specific examples of how they are being affected by the budget cuts and what they are doing to make Truman more efficient.

During the question and answer portion of the  All-Student Body meeting, freshman Drew Templeton expressed skepticism about the letter writing campaign.

“Basically, the only thing letter writing is going to do is make it so the governor is more hesitant to cut from Higher Education,” Templeton said. “It’s not really going to remedy the situation.”

Templeton said he would like to see more effort to express discontent to decision makers in Jefferson City. However, Templeton said the effort, if well-advertised among students, could help make a difference.

“I think the letter writing campaign in many ways might not have any effect on what happens to our fiscal year ’13 budget, but [Nely is] exactly right in that year in, year out when politicians are faced with where to cut, they’re going to cut where it’s easiest,” Paino said.

He said politicians recently have learned Higher Education tends to be an easier cut because of the lack of political response.

Nely said he realizes the effort might not be able to lower the proposed cuts, but it could prevent or minimize future cuts.

Note cards that students can use to write on are available outside the Student Senate Office located in the SUB Down Under. A videocast of the meeting will be available at senate.truman.edu

House budget chair argues with those who ‘buy ink by the barrel’

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo.– Nobody knows who said it first, but there’s an old adage in politics that goes, “never argue with a man who buys ink by the barrel.”

State Rep. Ryan Silvey doesn’t want to argue with newspaper publishers, he just wants to take away the tax exemption on the ink they buy.

It’s all part of the argument over how much the state should be helping out the state’s institutions of higher education. Gov. Jay Nixon cut more than $100 million from them in his version of the state budget, then said he would support the restoration of $40 million of that money, given to the state in the nationwide mortgage settlement.

Silvey, the House Budget Committee chairman, wants to go the extra mile and restore all higher education funding. As he and other house budget writers cobbled money together from various funds, they found a $28 million program that provides medical services for blind people who make too much money to qualify for Medicaid.

The move sounded a little bit hasty to many members of the committee, including budget hawk and veteran budget architect Rep. Chris Kelly, D-Columbia. While saying the program needed looking into and a means test was necessary, he said the cut went too far. Kelly proposed taking $2 million from the Department of Economic Development and plugging it back into the program.

Silvey also chipped in. He sponsors a bill, House Bill 1835, which would do away with the state and local sales tax exemption on equipment and supplies bought by newspapers. Silvey said that would free up $4 million that could go back into fund for blind medical services.

“We have a special tax exemption for the newspaper industry,” said Silvey in a news conference following his committee’s final meeting on the state budget. “The newspaper industry has been particularly vocal about the need to end corporate welfare…and I figured they should be the first in line.”

Let the ink slinging begin.

“I can’t characterize the tax exemption as corporate welfare,” said Doug Crews, executive director of the Missouri Press Association. “We’re not doing anything that any other industry in Missouri isn’t doing.”

Newspaper publishers collect and turn over to the state sales taxes on newspaper subscriptions and single copies. Since a 1989 Missouri Supreme Court case that ruled newspapers were a manufacturing industry and therefore eligible for the state’s tax exemption on sales tax when buying equipment for the industry, such as printing presses, ink and other manufacturing materials.

In 1998, the state legislature expanded the list of materials newspapers could purchase without having a sales tax, spelling out specifically items such as computers, toner, film and other materials used in the publishing of a newspaper.

“The state can’t have it both ways,” said Crews. “We can’t be taxed on our input and our output.”

Crews said if Silvey’s legislation would go through the legislature, many newspapers would be irreparably harmed.

“We are many small businesses,” said Crews. “We have anywhere from 250 to 260 newspapers in the state and the vast majority of them employ very small staffs, anywhere from five to ten, all the way down to one. And then there are the major metropolitan newspapers that employ hundreds of people. People that work in the pressrooms, people that sell advertising, people that throw the newspapers in your yards. Many people around the state depend on newspapers for their livelihoods.”

Crews said he’s not sure of the fate of Silvey’s bill. It hasn’t yet received a hearing in a legislative committee. In the Senate, most members say the idea of cutting the blind medical program out of the budget is not going to happen, so all of this may be much ado about nothing. Still, Crews said he remains vigilant as the newspapers’ main lobbyist at the State Capitol.

It’s possible that Silvey has proposed his bill, and indeed pushed the blind medical services cut, to bring the issue of funding for higher education into the public spotlight. Indeed, when Nixon appeared at a rally for the medical services restoration in Columbia on Tuesday, Silvey issued a press statement, saying he had written the governor a letter inviting him to sit down and talk about higher education funding.

In the meantime, Crews said his members are caught in the middle.

“We have nothing against the blind getting their services, but we’re watching out for our industry,” said Crews.

Bill to bar employer bias against gun owners gets OK from Missouri House


BY ELIZABETH CRISP • stltoday.com | Posted: Thursday, March 15, 2012 12:00 am |  

JEFFERSON CITY • Many Missouri lawmakers want to protect gun owners from any threat of workplace discrimination, just as state residents currently are protected for race, religion and gender.

Legislation that would make it illegal for employers to discriminate against people because they own or use guns overwhelmingly passed the Missouri House before lawmakers left for spring break.

For bill sponsor Wanda Brown, a Republican from Lincoln, the goal is simple: "We would never consider giving up our First Amendment (free speech) rights for a job. Why should we give up our Second Amendment rights?"

The National Rifle Association is pushing similar gun owner discrimination bills in other states, including Alabama and Tennessee, where the proposal has put lawmakers in a crossfire between gun activists and some of the state's largest employers. Some of the state's largest corporations, including FedEx, Bridgestone and Volkswagen, testified against the legislation and companion gun bills earlier this month.

They argued that it could make companies more vulnerable to discrimination lawsuits and could hurt the state's job creation efforts.

In Missouri, some lawmakers have questioned whether the legislation is needed. No one has provided examples of an employee facing discrimination over gun ownership.

"Does a person carrying a gun really qualify as a class that needs to be protected against discrimination in housing or employment?" said Rep. Mary Nichols, D-Maryland Heights.

Missouri currently prohibits discrimination based on "race, color, religion, national origin, ancestry, sex, disability or age."

Some lawmakers said it's more important to add protections based on sexual orientation than gun ownership.

"The Missouri House thinks it's more important to protect the right to own a gun than take on real discrimination," said Rep. Mike Colona, a Democrat from St. Louis who is gay. "I could get fired tomorrow because of the person I've spent the past 18 years of my life with."

Brown said she has no examples of employer discrimination against gun owners in Missouri, but she relayed the story of an owner of a Kansas City meatpacking plant. She said the man, whom Brown would not identify, was told that U.S. Department of Agriculture employees would not come back to his plant for inspections if he continued to carry his gun.

Beyond that, Brown said President Barack Obama's decision in 2008 to question potential hires for high-ranking positions in his administration about guns also concerned her. Question 59 on the president's survey read: "Do you or any members of your immediate family own a gun? If so, provide complete ownership and registration information. Has the registration ever lapsed? Please also describe how and by whom it is used and whether it has been the cause of any personal injuries or property damage."

The question prompted the NRA to speculate that Obama wanted to exclude gun owners from his administration. The Obama camp said the question was meant to ensure proper registration and wasn't meant to bar gun owners from a job.

"There are people who think you shouldn't have the option to own a firearm," Brown said.

Brown says she's not trying to establish new rights for gun owners. She said her goal is to reaffirm rights provided under the Second Amendment, and other lawmakers agree.

"It really disgusts me to hear people say we are carving out a protected class," said Rep. Jay Hougton, R-Martinsburg, a supporter of the bill. "Gun owners are spread across all classes in society."

The NRA did not respond to a request for comment. The group has said the effort will "protect law-abiding gun owners from anti-gun policies by employers across the state, including forced firearm registration, random vehicle firearm searches and 'gun zone' parking lots for gun owning employees."

Brown said she doesn't know what the bill's chances will be in the Senate. It passed the House on a vote of 115-36 — mainly along party lines.

Companion legislation that would allow workers to keep their guns in their cars on company property has not yet come up for a vote on the House floor.

Fred Heberer, president of the Second Amendment Coalition of Missouri, said he hopes lawmakers will approve that companion bill.

"There's no way to predict between the time you leave your home and the time you leave work whether you will need to defend yourself," he said.

If an employer does not allow guns to be kept in locked cars, gun owners have to leave their guns at home all day, he said.

Similar bills also have been part of the NRA's push in Alabama and Tennessee.

Sixteen states have adopted similar laws, starting with Oklahoma, where the measure was pushed after a company fired a dozen longtime employees who had guns in their cars. According to published reports, Weyerhaeuser Co. sent gun-sniffing dogs into the parking lot of its paper mill in Valliant. Several companies opposed the law there, but it eventually was upheld in court.

In Missouri, the bill is part of a shift toward more gun-friendly laws in the state.

Missouri voters rejected a 1999 attempt to create a concealed carry permit, but the state Legislature undid the vote four years later — paving the way for concealed firearms.

In 2010, lawmakers broadened the state's "castle doctrine," which allows Missouri residents to use deadly force on intruders. The law now applies to any property invasion — not just homes.

The firearm discrimination bill is HB1621. The guns-in-cars bill is HB1326.

City school probed over science testing allegations

BY ELISA CROUCH —stltoday.com | Posted: Thursday, March 15, 2012 12:05 am | 


Officials in St. Louis Public Schools are investigating 'severe allegations" that staff at Herzog Elementary School violated testing procedures last year on the science portion of the Missouri Assessment Program.

According to school district documents, teachers at Herzog went to Superintendent Kelvin Adams last April to report that school staff had interfered with the testing process. The Missouri education department uses scores from its standardized test to determine whether districts keep or regain accreditation.

The three teachers reported that:

— Teachers were instructed to look at parts of the test in advance and prep students one day before taking that section.

— Teachers were directed by other school staff to leave answers blank on the science portion of the exam.

— Students were called out of class by school staff and told to redo portions of the science test.

— A student who did a makeup test reported to a teacher that answers in the test booklet had already been filled in.

Herzog, 5831 Pamplin Place, is one of 16 schools in the district last year to receive the coveted stamp of Adequate Yearly Progress for meeting standards set by the federal No Child Left Behind law. It is also one of several schools that district investigators have probed since 2010 for claims of test cheating.

Allegations of fraud at the other schools — Patrick Henry Downtown Academy and Ford Elementary School — were dismissed by the district last year as claims made by "disgruntled" employees, according to a district memo obtained under the state's Sunshine Law.

Herzog remains the only school currently under question, said Patrick Wallace, spokesman for the school system. The investigation, which moved from the district's accountability and assessment offices to the human resources department months ago, is expected to end in April.

Two teachers who reported the allegations told the Post-Dispatch that they faced retaliation and hostility from school staff after coming forward. They no longer work at the school and asked that their names not be used.

According to the district memo, the school's principal, Deirdre Jackson, was unaware of what was taking place during the testing period. District officials have recommended the firing of one implicated employee, and that another be banned from involvement in state testing next month.

Because Adequate Yearly Progress — or AYP — involves scores earned in math and reading only, the outcome of the investigation is not expected to affect whether the school retains that status. Science tests also do not affect a district's standing with the state, which uses math and reading scores to rate school districts.

"Science is not part of AYP or accreditation," Wallace said.

Bills in Legislature would aid advanced nurses

BY BLYTHE BERNHARD stltoday.com | Posted: Thursday, March 15, 2012 12:15 am | 

Nurse practitioners in Missouri say they are too limited in how they're allowed to treat patients, and hope proposed legislation will give them more independence.

Two bills introduced in the state Legislature would loosen the requirement that doctors oversee advanced practice nurses. In Missouri, advanced nurses must have what's called a collaborative agreement with a physician who practices within a maximum distance of 50 miles and regularly reviews their patient charts and prescriptions.

The law would give advanced nurses the ability to prescribe controlled substances without a doctor's oversight and allow doctors to enter agreements with more than three advanced nurses.

Doctors' groups oppose the legislation and have voiced concerns about the qualifications of advanced nurses to practice pain management and other services without the collaboration of a physician.

One of the proposed changes to the law that would allow nurse anesthetists to deliver anesthesia without supervision has been met with competing bills also winding through the Missouri House and Senate. The bills would require spinal epidurals to be performed only by doctors.

Advanced practice nurses have the equivalent of a master's degree and are divided into four categories: nurse practitioners, clinical nurse specialists, certified nurse midwives and nurse anesthetists. There are about 6,000 advanced practice nurses licensed in Missouri.

Illinois places similar restrictions on its advanced nurses. Iowa is one of at least 16 states where advanced nurses can practice independently.

Proponents of the Missouri bill say the current law is antiquated and does not reflect the changing needs of patients, particularly in rural areas where nurse practitioners may be more readily available.

"There are shortages of providers, but definitely not a shortage of patients," said Jill Kliethermes, CEO of the Missouri Nurses Association. "We really feel like this is about access to care."

Kliethermes said some advanced nurses in Missouri can't see patients because they are unable to find a doctor within the required 50-mile radius who is willing to sign a collaborative agreement.

"We want to be able to practice to the full extent of our nursing education," she said.

The bills that would expand advanced nurses' authority are HB1371 and SB679. The bills regarding nurse anesthetists are HB1399 and SB682.
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Mo. officials urge review of insurance coverage 
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JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- State insurance officials say Missourians should review their policies to be sure they have enough coverage.

The Department of Insurance, Financial Institutions and Professional Registration says homeowner policies that are more than five years old might not cover the entire cost of rebuilding a house. The department also says apartment dwellers should have renter's insurance because landlords' policies usually cover buildings and not the property of tenants.

Insurance officials say residents should prepare a list of their belongings to help determine what level of coverage they need. The inventory also can make it easier to file a claim if necessary.

Mar 14, 9:45 PM EDT

Activists urge longer look at Mo. nuclear plant 

By ALAN SCHER ZAGIER 
Associated Press
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FULTON, Mo. (AP) -- Environmental activists want the Nuclear Regulatory Commission to take a longer look at Ameren Missouri's request for a 20-year license renewal at the state's only nuclear power plant.

The federal agency held a sparsely attended public meeting Wednesday afternoon in Fulton on Ameren's license renewal application for the Callaway plant. Just four members of the public spoke, with Ameren officials, NRC employees and reporters outnumbering ordinary citizens. A second Fulton meeting was scheduled for Wednesday night.

The St. Louis-based utility submitted its license renewal application for the nuclear plant late last year. Ameren's current 40-year operating license for the Callaway County plant expires in 2024. The application is not related to Ameren's plans to build a second nuclear power plant in Missouri, a move that's on hold while state lawmakers continue to debate legislation would allow the utility to charge consumers for the costs of obtaining an early site permit before construction begins.

Ameren's application and an accompanying environmental review exceed 1,600 pages. Ed Smith, safe energy director of the Missouri Coalition for the Environment, asked the NRC officials to extend the public comment period on the application beyond the standard 60 days deadline, which would end April 24. Smith asked for another 30 days of public comment.

He also said the license renewal requires further scrutiny after the March 2011 earthquake and tsunami that crippled Japan's Fukushima Dai-ichi nuclear plant. The tsunami sent three of the plant's reactors into meltdown in the world's worst nuclear crisis since Chernobyl in 1986.

"We're going ahead and creating long-life radioactive waste for 40 to 60 years of fleeting electricity use," he said. "We're going to have to store this stuff for billions of years for 60 years' worth of electricity."

The NRC last week ordered major safety changes for U.S. nuclear power plants, including a requirement to install or improve venting systems to limit core damage in a serious accident and to install sophisticated equipment to monitor water levels in pools of spent nuclear fuel.

Scott Bond, Ameren Missouri's manager for nuclear development, said the Callaway relicensing request isn't necessarily contingent on enhanced safety rules post-Fukushima.

"NRC has looked at the issues with Fukushima and not seen any immediate threat to the U.S. public," he said. "The regulations will evolve. ... Whether we get relicensed this year or 10 years from now, any rule changes from Fukushima will be applicable to our plant."

Two of the four public speakers Wednesday were local government officials who praised Ameren as a safety-minded and benevolent corporate citizen. The public meeting was scheduled to last for two hours but wrapped up in less than 60 minutes.

The scene was far different the last time the NRC came to town, in July 2008, when hundreds of supporters and opponents packed a Westminster College auditorium at the first public session on Ameren's proposed second nuclear reactor at Callaway.

The federal agency expects to make a decision on Ameren's relicensing request by the end of 2013, though that timeframe could be extended if it decides to hold a formal public hearing.

Mar 15, 5:02 AM EDT

Mo. regulators approve sale of Atmos to Liberty 
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JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- Missouri regulators have approved a deal allowing Liberty Energy Corp. to buy the Missouri natural gas systems of Atmos Energy Corp.

The agreement approved by the Missouri Public Service Commission includes a stipulation that there will be no general rate increases for non-gas costs through 2013.

Atmos is based in Dallas. In Missouri, it serves about 55,000 natural gas customers in about two dozen mostly rural counties.

The company announced last May that it had agreed to sell its natural gas distribution systems in Missouri, Illinois and Iowa for about $124 million to Liberty Energy, an affiliate of Algonquin Power & Utilities Corp. Algonquin Power is a Canadian company based in Oakville, Ontario.

Ameren CEO's pay jumps to $5.7 million

BY DAVID NICKLAUS • stltoday.com | Posted: Wednesday, March 14, 2012 5:34 pm | 

Thomas Voss earned $5.7 million last year as chief executive of Ameren, a 20.5 percent increase over his compensation in 2010.

Ameren disclosed executive compensation details in a proxy statement filed last week. Voss' salary rose 15 percent last year to $900,000 and he got a bonus of $1.1 million, which was 123.5 percent of the target level. He also got $3.1 million worth of stock, an increase of $351,499 in the value of his pension, and $80,708 of above-market interest on his deferred compensation. Ameren doesn't disclose a total value for Voss' perquisites, but it says they included a company-provided phone, spousal travel, tickets to entertainment events, use of an electric car for two weeks and "personal use of a company facility."

The stock award is a long-term incentive, and its final value will depend on the company's performance between now and 2013. A similar three-year incentive granted in 2009 paid out at just 53 percent of its original value, the company says.

Voss is entitled to a total of $21.2 million if he leaves Ameren following a takeover. That includes $6.3 million of cash severance, $6.6 million of accelerated stock-award vesting, $1.1 million in enhanced pension and other benefits, and $7.1 million to pay taxes.

Ameren, an electric utility based in St. Louis, saw its earnings per share fall 7 percent last year, before extraordinary items. Its share price rose 17.5 percent.

Pruitt-Igoe: Visions for renewal

In Region
By Dale Singer, Beacon staff 

7:48 am on Tue, 03.13.12

With developer Paul McKee now adding a two-year option on the former Pruitt-Igoe site in north St. Louis to his development portfolio, the Beacon asked people actively interested in urban revitalization what they would like to see there.

Ever since the ill-fated public housing project on the 57-acre site was imploded in 1972, the site bounded by North Jefferson Avenue, Cass Avenue, North 20th Street and Carr Street has sat like a scar, a reminder of a project that began with the best of intentions but before long devolved into a symbol of urban decay — what one person in the recent film “The Pruitt-Igoe Myth” termed a “slow-motion Katrina.”

That documentary by Chad Freidrichs is just one place where the site has begun attracting attention recently. A competition called Pruitt-Igoe Now asked architects, urban planners and others to come up with bold ideas to bring the area back to life. Acknowledging reality, it asked:

“Can this site itself be liberated from a turbulent and mythologized past through re-imagination and community engagement?”

Submissions to the competition are open until March 16. Here are ideas shared with the Beacon about what the site should and could become. They have been edited for length and clarity.

Alex Ihnen, blogger at NextSTL.com:

One of the biggest challenges in a city like St. Louis is assembling land. We’re a city of 25 or 27 by 100-foot lots. It’s hard to build on those. That is not the preferred commercial-size lot, let alone residential lot. So the Pruitt-Igoe site is a great opportunity. It’s a rare place to have that much land together at a major intersection, close to downtown and midtown.

If I’m looking at it as a resident of the area, I want there to be some recognition of the history. But it’s a large site, and it should be put to productive use. The current state of the site is obviously a problem. The idealistic side of me says it should be a place to study public housing and the history surrounding it. If you talk about Pruitt-Igoe, you can find students studying public housing, and almost always they are not from the United States. It would be wonderful if there were a physical site in Pruitt-Igoe that would allow you to study it, to leave the footprint so people can see what was actually there.

More of a concern is that whatever goes in there fits into city development, in terms of being urban and taking advantage of whatever transit investment is made. It needs to be something that doesn’t have a 200-foot setback. If you put large-scale retail in there, like a Walmart, I don’t think it would be the worst thing that could happen, but my hope would be something that looks like the Hampton Avenue Target store. I would hate to have the first 300 feet of Jefferson be a parking lot and have a suburban feel.

The film and the competition are really fascinating and interesting, but I don’t think that nostalgia should drive what happens with that piece of land. Pruitt-Igoe is a symbol for both sides, being a great place immediately and falling down eventually.  The way we can value it is to return it to a use and a form that is sustainable and hopefully helps the economy in that part of our city.

Steve Patterson, blogger at UrbanReviewSTL.com:

The vacant Pruitt-Igoe site needs to be connected to the rest of the city, not just developed as a stand-alone site.

Ideally, the site becomes the center of a new neighborhood and would contain office, commercial, retail and residential components all designed to make it easy for pedestrians to get from home to work to dinner.

Before this area was razed for Pruitt-Igoe, it contained a wealth of businesses, residences, and social centers. To create the most sustainable neighborhood, a diversity of uses is critical.

The site of Pruitt-Igoe, at Jefferson and Cass, is now overgrown with trees 

Some people may see so much history there that there are bad vibes. But if you are going to integrate this land into the adjacent part of the city so that it becomes part of everything else, you lose the distinction of that site being so different from everywhere else. That would be good. One of the downfalls of Pruitt-Igoe was that it was so different and wasn’t integrated into everything else. We have to make that site part of the city again.

Big massive corporate campuses don’t belong in the city. Large businesses don’t have to have huge horizontal areas of green space. If they want that, there are plenty of sites out there. That would destroy the city. The city is about small developments that are walkable.

We have no leadership to guide development in the city. The Board of Aldermen just says that whatever the developer wants, the developer gets. We have no one advocating for creating a really urban city again. That is our failure.

Audrey Spalding, policy analyst for Show-Me Institute:

The Pruitt-Igoe site has been owned by government for decades. It has remained vacant for so long that trees have sprung up. I could say that now is the time to do something productive with Pruitt-Igoe; but, in reality, it has always been time to do something productive with Pruitt-Igoe. A failed government housing project is no reason to hold a site vacant for decades.

My hope is that we avoid past mistakes. If the Pruitt-Igoe site is developed with private financing instead of massive government subsidies, that would be real progress. As vacant store fronts and nearly empty loft buildings have demonstrated, it isn’t enough to sink tax credits, tax-increment financing and other subsides into an overblown dream.

Michael Allen, director, Preservation Research Office:

As the lead in a group about to conclude an international ideas competition for the Pruitt-Igoe site, I wish that the future of the Pruitt-Igoe site is deliberated publicly. The Pruitt-Igoe site is one of the city's most important historic sites. Rarely do we deem the sites of public housing developments as significant to our cultural heritage, but Pruitt-Igoe undeniably is an indelible part of St. Louis' recent past. The site where the buildings stood and where thousands of St. Louisans lived in the nation's largest public housing project deserves to be preserved in cultural memory.

Whether that preservation includes the remaining part of the site itself is an open question. I do think that it would be shameful not to set aside some of the site for commemorating Pruitt-Igoe or to preserve the remaining Pruitt-Igoe-related buildings, like Pruitt School and the former Urban League Neighborhood Station on Cass Avenue. Placing retail on the site of cultural history should not be done lightly, especially with so much vacant land around the site where development perhaps is more necessary.

Sylvester Brown, writer and former Pruitt-Igoe resident:

Say what you will about Paul McKee, Jr., the O’Fallon, Mo.-based developer is a visionary. His $8.1 billion NorthSide Regeneration project is a bold, sweeping transformative plan for a huge swath of land in north St. Louis.

I’m attracted to visionaries. And I, like many other residents in the region, would love to see something economically powerful, positive and sustainable take root in the city’s long-ignored and often-neglected north side neighborhoods.

Yet news of the city’s recent plan to give McKee an exclusive two-year option to buy the massive former 33-acre Pruitt-Igoe site is troubling. It underscores the clandestine, behind-the-scenes maneuverings gifted to the privileged and powerful. It shines a light on legalized bribery — where rich campaign contributors receive special perks, legislative support and exclusive deals backed by taxpayer money. Finally, the Pruitt-Igoe property — now a part of McKee’s holdings — demands historical perspective. It places the Northside Regeneration project side by side with the shortsighted “big idea” for urban revitalization pursued by city officials almost 60 years ago.

With history as backdrop, we see that city planners made a huge, costly miscalculation 60 years ago based on a “big idea” for housing the poor and low-income individuals. The scheme backfired. It never enticed middle-class white people downtown and wound up displacing poor black people. It led to the destruction of whole communities and fueled more than 30 years of neighborhood decline.

I’m not saying McKee’s intentions are nefarious, nor am I saying his project shouldn’t go through. I’m saying this modern-day “big idea” has the same inherent pitfalls as the 1954 plan. Despite claims to the contrary, the city and the developer want to entice a different, more influential demographic to the proposed area. Millions of federal dollars earmarked to raze buildings and clear land in the disadvantaged neighborhoods, including Pruitt-Igoe, don’t necessarily mean that disadvantaged people will still be around when the development is done.

McKee has a vision for a neighborhood long in decline. It’s enhanced with predictions of a new clinic run by Grace Hill Health Centers, a biotech company and various other office, retail, industrial and new housing possibilities that might bloom as the proposed development moves to fruition.

The operative word, however, is “might.” What if current residents are displaced or “blighted” out of the neighborhoods and, as it was decades ago, war, the economy, market forces or re-directed federal funds lead to a watered-down, unfunded vision and a desired demographic that decides to stay put or relocate elsewhere?

Groups sue EPA to cut Mississippi River Basin pollution


BY JEFFREY TOMICH • stltoday.com | Posted: Thursday, March 15, 2012 12:05 am | 


A coalition of environmental groups is suing the federal government to force reductions in nutrient pollution that’s fouling the Mississippi River and its tributaries and feeding a massive “dead zone” in the Gulf of Mexico.

The groups, which include the St. Louis-based Missouri Coalition for the Environment, filed two lawsuits Tuesday against the Environmental Protection Agency.

One lawsuit would require the EPA to use its powers under the federal Clean Water Act to establish specific limits on the amount of nitrogen and phosphorous in streams, rivers and lakes. The other seeks to force the agency to update wastewater treatment standards for the first time since 1985.

“We’ve known about the many problems associated with nutrient pollution for a long time,” said Glynnis Collins, executive director of the Illinois-based Prairie Rivers Network. “But action to address it has been too slow.”

Both lawsuits are an effort to prod the EPA to clamp down on excessive nitrogen and phosphorous pollution in waterways nationwide. The focus is the Mississippi River Basin, where nutrient runoff from farms and cities gets funneled to the Gulf of Mexico and feeds algae growth, depletes oxygen levels and kills aquatic life.

The resulting “dead zone” in the Gulf of Mexico has more than doubled in size since 1985 and is larger than the state of Massachusetts.

Since 1998, the EPA has urged states to adopt specific limits on nitrogen and phosphorus pollution, and promised to step in if states hadn’t complied by 2003. However, the groups said, only Wisconsin and Minnesota have taken effective action.

The EPA on Wednesday said it is still reviewing the lawsuits. The agency referred to a letter sent to the same environmental groups last year in which it agreed that nutrient “presents a significant water quality problem” in the Mississippi River Basin and Gulf of Mexico.

But EPA denied a petition seeking the establishment of numeric limits on nitrogen and phosphorous. In last year's letter, the agency said it would continue to work with and provide guidance to states to develop guidelines.

In a conference call with reporters today, Tom Cmar, an attorney for the Natural resources Defense Counsel, agreed that the problem is a big one with implications for states up and down the Mississippi River Basin.

“But the first step is for U.S. EPA to take that responsibility, live up to its obligation under the law and begin to tackle this problem head on.” 

Circuit Judge Upholds Red Light Cameras

Allison Blood, KMOX

March 14, 2012 8:29 AM

CREVE COEUR, Mo. (KMOX)  -  A would-be class action lawsuit on whether red light cameras are legal in Creve Coeur was dismissed Tuesday.

Six different plaintiffs, some who have paid their red light tickets and others who refuse to, against the City of Creve Coeur and American Traffic Solutions.

Circuit Judge David Vincent ruled the ordinance allowing the cameras does not conflict with state law and does not violate due process.

A recent decision in St. Louis countered that red light cameras are not constitutional. Creve Coeur City Attorney Carl Lumley said he’s not worried.

“There’s been a consistent stream of favorable decisions  and hopefully at some point soon this will be behind us.” Lumley says those who are caught driving through a red light are caught in the wrong place at the wrong time and are therefore a hazard and should be punished.”

“It applies the same sanctions you would have for Illegal parking and that’s what we’re enforcing,” said Lumley.

Link:  How do red light cameras work? http://auto.howstuffworks.com/car-driving-safety/safety-regulatory-devices/red-light-camera.htm
Mo. gets 'C' in new transparency report

BY ELIZABETH CRISP • stltoday.com | Posted: Wednesday, March 14, 2012 12:00 pm | 


JEFFERSON CITY • Missouri gets a “C” in providing online access to spending data, according to a report out today.

The United States Public Interest Research Group reviewed state transparency sites and graded them on how easy it is for the public to peek inside government checkbooks to see who is receiving taxpayer dollars, how much they are getting and for what purpose.

“State governments across the country continue to be more transparent about where the money goes, extending checkbook-level disclosure of data on spending to contracting, tax subsidies, development incentives and other expenditures,” U.S. PIRG senior analyst Phineas Baxandall said in a news release. “But Missouri still has a long way to go.”

Texas, Kentucky, Indiana, Louisiana, Massachusetts, West Virginia and Arizona lead the pack with the most comprehensive transparency websites, according to the report.

The transparency bug seems to be catching on. Researchers found that 46 states now have online databases of government spending at “checkbook-level” detail – up from 32 states two years ago.

“Citizens expect information to be at their fingertips the way they can view their cell phone minutes or the location of a package,” Baxandall said. “Putting spending information online helps hold government accountable and allows taxpayers to see where the money goes.”

Scoring a 72.5 out of 100, Missouri is described as an “emerging” state. One deficiency highlighted in the report is that the state doesn’t provide access to contracts and detailed descriptions of expenditures. Because the state did not keep pace with its peers, Missouri fell from the “C+” score it received last year.

“The state of Missouri should continually improve access to online information about government spending,” Baxandall said. “Given the state’s budget problems, Missourians need to be able to follow the money.”

The researchers note that many states that have been leaders in online transparency have done so at relatively small cost to the state. Missouri’s transparency site cost the state $293,140 at startup, according to the report. No yearly cost was reported.

Missouri officials told the researchers that the state has not been able to include information on grants and local government because the state doesn’t have the money to do so.

“Financial constraints pose challenges for state transparency websites. While a number of states have made significant strides toward greater transparency using existing staff time and resources, many states—including Hawaii, Maryland, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, New Hampshire, Oregon and Utah—cite fiscal constraints,” the report states.

The “failing states” — those with the least access to data according to the report — were Arkansas, Idaho, Iowa, Montana and Wyoming.

MISSOURINET

House proposal would take tobacco out of prisons (AUDIO)

March 15, 2012 By Mike Lear 

Legislation that would ban smoking in the state’s corrections system has led to some interesting discussion in the House Corrections Committee.

Current state law restricts smoking at correctional facilities to designated areas outside. Representative Chris Molendorp’s (R-Belton) proposal would ban use of tobacco products at correctional facilities beginning July 1, 2013. He says that allows time to engage public health foundations who offer smoking cessation programs.

Molendorp says the budget for medical services for Missouri’s inmate population has jumped by $15 million in the last two fiscal years to a proposed $149 million in the Governor’s fiscal year 2013 budget. How many of those medical needs can be connected to smoking is unclear. Another proposed $376 million would go to health care for correctional officers. Molendorp says all of that approximately $525 million dollars in inmate and employee healthcare comes from general revenue.

Molendorp says 26 other states have come up with plans that have worked. “(They) have an intake process that informs the inmate under our care, custody and control that it will be a tobacco-free environment. Florida went to it. Their penal system is much larger than ours. Cass County does it.”

He says he knows the issue is emotional and controversial. “But at some point, we need to acknowledge that this is a public policy that shouldn’t just be changed for the sake of change but it is a true financial management issue. We have failed to control costs in an area where we can’t identify a factor that will begin to blunt that cost explosion.”

Lobbyist for the Department of Corrections Andy Briscoe told the Committee cigarette sales in prisons generates $5.7 million annually. “Those funds are kept within the Department of Corrections and used to fund various educational programs, spiritual programs and recreational programs at our facilities.”

The Corrections Officers Association testified against the bill. Lobbyist Harry Hill says the idea would make tobacco products a “black market” item. “There will be cigarettes in (the prisons), and then it become a much more precious commodity. There will be more fights, more disruption, more instances where corrections officers are put in peril because they have to break up fights or spend a lot of time searching for the cigarettes.”

University of Missouri School of Medicine researcher Stan Cowen supports the bill and says there is little evidence supporting the argument that stopping smoking will make cigarettes a valuable “black market” item. “When surveyed in 2007, 51 of the U.S. Departments of Corrections reported no violence or riots associated with the transition to stricter tobacco policy.”

Representative Kathie Conway (R-St. Charles) told Molendorp his proposal raises another idea. “Should we maybe extend the non smoking rule to everyone who takes any form of state aid? Because people on Medicaid … we don’t tell them they can’t smoke but yet we are paying for their health care just the same.”


AUDIO:

Download
 Listen to the Corrections Committee discussion of HB 1136.

Adoption bill eliminates race as a consideration (AUDIO)

March 15, 2012 By Bob Priddy 

The state senate says race should not be a factor in deciding what is the  best interest of a child up for adoption.  A proposed law that the sponsor hopes will “grease the wheels” of adoptions is halfway through the legislature. .

Senator John Lamping is an adoptive parent who says it has taken less time for him and his wife to adopt children in foreign countries than it takes to adopt one here.  He says some courts exercise a certain amount of latitude in considering the race of a child, the child’s biological parents, or the prospective adoptive parents. 

The senate has passed his bill saying race will not be a consideration.

 One senator says his bill is a feel-good bill but it doesn’t solve the issue of 11-12,000 children in foster care. Lamping says he agrees with that assessment.  But he says he’ll be satisfied if the bill gets one child adopted one day earlier than the child otherwise would be adopted, 

Lamping says it’s going to take both sides to make his plan work–more parents willing to adopt children of different races and a court system that approves adoptions faster.

The bill is SB711.


AUDIO: Senate debate 26:06

BLOG ZONE 

Missouri GOP Advises Expect No Winners After Saturday’s St. Patrick’s Day Caucus

The chairman of the Missouri Republican Party says the system is set up so that there may be no winner declared after the voting is finished Saturday during the Missouri Caucuses.
“Because there is no vote on candidate preference, neither the Missouri GOP or any election authority will have or release data regarding the ‘winner” of the caucuses,” said Chairman David Cole.
Saturday, most but not all Missouri counties, will have republican caucuses. But the voters will pick people, not candidates. In some cases, the presidential preference the delegates the caucuses elect won’t be known.
‘They’re going to elect people, to elect people, to elect people”, explained political consultant Jeff Roe.
The caucuses kick off a three-tiered process leading to Missouri’s 52 national convention delegates.
“There will be some Santorum people elected, some Gingrich people, some Romney people and some Paul people elected,” said Clay County GOP Chairman ben Wierzbiki. He conceded there will be no way of knowing who those delegates prefer without asking each delegate individually.
Cole says the actual make-up of the Missouri delegate will probably take shape after the Congressional District meetings on April 21. The full slate will be apparent after the state convention later this spring.
Because of the complex nature of the delegate selection process it is not likely anything but a rough guess of ‘who won Missouri’ will be available over this weekend.
“It’s byzantine, very complex.” said Roe.
The entire Missouri process being involved in the presidential nominating race seems star-crossed.
The February 7 Missouri Primary was labeled a beauty contest because it did not count. No delegates were awarded. The primary was not recognized by the Republican National Committee
There was a political impact dfrom thhat non binding vote. Rick Santorum won Missouri and two other contests that night, igniting his revival.
Santorum has campaigned in the state ahead of the caucuses. He was in Cape Giradeau and Springfield last weekend.
Front-runner Mitt Romney campaigned in St. louis and suburban Kansas City Tuesday.
Ron Paul worked Missouri last weekend, too. He is schedule to appear at another campaign rally in Columbia on Thursday.
Newt Gingrich has not been in the state on a capaign trip.
Roe was asked if, in four years, Missouri will look back on 2012 and say ‘never again’.
He replied, ” In four days, we’ll say never again. This was a mistake.”


http://20poundsofheadlines.wordpress.com/2012/03/14/missouri-gop-advises-expect-no-winners-after-saturdays-st-patricks-day-caucus/ 
Missourinet: The Blog
Not exactly news, but some stuff we thought you should know

How does Rush stack up? (Bust to bust)

Posted on March 14, 2012 by Bob Priddy 

House Speaker Steven Tilley’s decision that Rush Limbaugh, often praised as the savior of AM radio and the father of contemporary political talk radio, should be part of the Hall of Famous Missourians has raised hackles, eyebrows, and questions nationwide. Some of the comments go beyond Limbaugh himself. Some are not complimentary about Missouri. It’s one thing to attack Tilley’s choice of Limbaugh because of what Limbaugh does to polarize public opinion about himself and others, but when critics look at Limbaugh as a symbol of our entire state, the concern level rises for many people.

There is no doubt Limbaugh is a success. There is no doubt he is famous. For some people he is INfamous. The timing of Tilley’s announcement could not be worse. Limbaugh, being one of those who thinks name-calling should be part of political discourse, has chosen an unfortunate time (for Tilley) to expand his reputation in that field. The fact that Tilley is a Republican and Limbaugh is such a bomb-thrower when it comes to Democrats lends a level of partisanship to the Hall of Famous Missourians that has not existed before—not even when Speaker Rod Jetton inducted his hero, John Ashcroft. But shorn of the partisan stuff and ignoring the tendency Limbaugh has to stir the pot of incivility, the man does have some credentials for the hall. Missouri native. Moderate beginnings, building to major success and national if not international notoriety. A dominant figure in his field for many years. A groundbreaker in his business who has inspired others to succeed in his image. And he’s done all of this as a relatively young man. He’s still only 61. He has a lot of years to go—which can be something of a liability if he takes a big tumble, and he has stumbled in the past. But shorn of his overwhelming political image, the elements of the Limbaugh story are comparable to the elements of the stories of several folks in the hall.

The problem is that Rush Limbaugh cannot be shorn of his political image and that’s why many people, even some from his side of the conservative/liberal spectrum are uncomfortable about Tilley’s decision. Not everybody can be universally beloved people like Stan Musial and Laura Ingalls Wilder.

He would join the few people enshrined in the hall while they were still alive. But the enshrinements of Walter Cronkite, Bob Barker, , and John Ashcroft happened after their body of work was completed. Cronkite was long gone from the CBS Evening News. Ashcroft’s political campaign and office-holding days were past. Barker would leave “The Price is Right” within weeks after his bust was unveiled. Limbaugh, we assume, has years ahead of him in his chosen field. His work record is not yet complete.

Some critics have asked, “Who’s next, Jesse James?” Others have noted that James is not in the hall because of his infamy; Limbaugh shouldn’t be in there either. Thomas Hart Benton, who IS in the hall, caused a big stir in 1936 when he painted his mural in the House Lounge and showed slaves being beaten, Jesse James holding up a bank and a train, and Kansas City political boss Tom Pendergast. When critics argued such disreputable figures should not be part of the capitol artwork, Benton argued that people of that ilk do belong if Missouri is going to be honest about its history. Political bosses, outlaws, and shameful events are part of our history and we cannot whitewash it. Someday Jesse James might be in the hall.. Few Missourians are as famous around the world—or were, in his day—as Jesse James.

Just for the heckuvit, let’s try kind of an exercise in fame and distinction, fame and greatness, fame and legacy, fame and character. We’re going to compare Limbaugh with the other 39 people in the Hall of Famous Missourians who as a group represent the diversity of Missouri and its contributions to American history. If you want to be a scorekeeper, give one point in each of the categories above (decimal points are allowed) for each of the 39 and compare their scores to your score for Limbaugh. Imagine the Rush Limbaugh bust next to the bronze busts of others and see if he belongs in their company.

Here’s a point to consider: Fifty years from now, whose contribution to Missouri or to the nation (or both) will be more important.

Joyce Clyde Hall. Joyce Hall founded Hallmark Cards. He and his company led the creation of the Crowne Plaza area that turned a blighted part of Kansas City into a beautiful part of the city. His company cared enough to be the very best. Fifty years from now, what will be more important: the things Joyce Hall did or something Rush Limbaugh said?

James S. McDonnell. Aerospace Industrialist whose company built some of the nation’s most important fighting planes and the first two series of capsules that carried Americans into space. His company employed tens of thousands of Missourians directly and thousands more who built accessories for his St. Louis plant. His company merged with Douglas and produced airliners that took people to all parts of the world. McDonnell or Limbaugh in recognition of a life of lasting value? .

Tom Bass. Horseman from Mexico, arguably the greatest horse trainer of his era.. Former slave who became one of the foundations of Missouri’s trotting horse heritage, consulted by Presidents, Kings, and Queens among others about horses, breeding, and riding. Credited with helping create the American Royal.

Champ Clark. Congressman. Long-time speaker of the U. S. House. When the Federal Reserve Act was being debated, he objected to the concentration of power in the hands of eastern bankers and got two federal reserve banks for Missouri. Defeated in presidential bid at Democratic Convention of 1912 after more than 40 ballots.

Emmett Kelly. He was one of the nation’s greatest clowns. For years his character “Weary Willie” was a sad-sack figure whose gentle efforts to deal optimistically with life’s misfortunes amused and lifted the spirits of thousands, maybe millions, in his long career. He did it all without speaking a word.

Marlin Perkins. For generations he was the man who brought the world’s wildness to our living rooms, who showed us the beauty of parts of the world beyond our experience–and the dangers that sometimes lurked about. His message was that we’re all on this world together and taking time to understand and appreciate differences among the world’s creatures is important.

Betty Grable. Singer, dancer, and actress, the start of one of the greatest photographs in American history. Her movies entertained and lifted the spirits of audiences. Her photograph in a bathing suit was an iconic image for service men and civilians alike in WWII. Married and divorced twice, one fewer time than Limbaugh. Fifty years from now people are still likely to be enjoying her movies.

Ginger Rogers. Another actress, singer and dancer. Oscar-winner. Her dance movies with Fred Astaire revolutionized the musical motion picture. She’s 14th on the American Film Institute’s list of 100 greatest starts in the first century of movies. She was married five times and divorced ll five of her husbands. Perhaps you might want to compare the timelessness of the Rogers-Astaire movies and whether there’s something very dated about Rush Limbaugh. Or maybe not.

Sacajawea. In all candor there is some doubt she belongs in the HOFM. She wasn’t from here. She didn’t live here. She didn’t die here. Her role as a guide for Lewis and Clark is often overstated. Her bust, however, is a powerful Native American image. And fifty years from now, who will still be in the history textbooks?

Dale Carnegie. He wrote “How to Win Friends and Influence People” Shouting at them, calling them names, and asserting that you are always right are not things in his book, which remains influential today and will remain influential fifty years from now. More influential than Rush’s books or programs?

Samuel Clemens, Mark Twain. Some think he is America’s greatest author and that he wrote THE great American Novel. He, like Limbaugh, had a lot of pointed things to say about the human condition. Do you think Rush Limbaugh’s autobiography, published a century after his death, be the best seller that Twain’s autobiography was?

Reinhold Niebuhr. One of the greatest philosophers and religious leaders of the 20th century. You might be most familiar with his serenity prayer, the earliest known version of which is “Father, give us courage to change what must be altered, serenity to accept what cannot be helped, and the insight to know the one from the other.” A towering figure in social, political, philosophical, practical thinking.

Scott Joplin. The King of Ragtime, still the nation’s premier ragtime composer. His music won an Oscar in 1974, fifty-seven years after his death.

Ewing Kauffman. Best known to sports fans as the owner of the Kansas City Royals. Pharmaceutical entrepreneur (Marion Laboratories), philanthropist (his Kauffman foundation encourages quality education and supports other causes).

John J. Pershing. Missouri farm boy who became one of the greatest military officers in American history, commanded U. S. Forces in World War I. Pulitzer Prize winning writer.

Buck O’Neil. Negro Leagues baseball start. First African American major league coach. Founder and spirit behind the Negro Leagues Museum.

Edwin Hubble was one of he world’s foremost astronomers and one of the early researchers into the expanding universe. He was so well-known that the Hubble Space Telescope was named for him.

Thomas Hart Benton was Missouri’s greatest 20th century painter, an intellectual who never tolerated snooty critics who knew less about art than he did. His works continue to spark controversy but remain among America’s greatest murals and easel painting.

St. Rose Philippine Duchesne, a nun who toiled in abject poverty in the early 19th century to found an academy that still operates in St. Charles and to minister to Indians in the Kansas City area.

David Rice Atchison was a United States Senator, perhaps the President for a day. But he also was a leader in the unsuccessful effort to make Kansas a slave state.

Charlie “Yardbird” Parker was a great jazz saxophonist who was a pioneer in be-bop music. He also was troubled by drugs and alcohol.

James Cash Penney, department store chain founder whose company is still selling clothes and other items decades after his death.

Walter Elisas Disney. Do we need to describe what Walt Disney did and what his parks, film company, and other enterprises are doing today?

George Caleb Bingham was one of America’s greatest painters, Missouri’s most famous painter from the 19th century, a Civil War state treasurer, and creator of one of Missouri’s most dramatic images–Order Number Eleven.

Josephine Baker, a St. Louis entertainer denied the opportunity to express her talents early in t he 20th century because of her race. She went to Paris where she became famous as the “Dark Star of the Folies Bergere. She was with the French undergrounds in WWII, and was one of the first mjor entertainers to stand with Martin Luther King during the civil rights struggles of the 60s.

Jack Buck was a great sportscaster whose love of baseball came from our radio speakers night after night. A versatile broadcaster whose intellect elevated his programs far beyond play by play.

Harry S Truman, our only native-born President.

Warren E. Hearnes, who brought reforms to state government in the 60s and early 70s as the state’s first governor to serve consecutive four-year terms.

John Ashcroft who served in four statewide offices–auditor, attorney general, governor, and U. S. Senator, before become Attorney General of the United States.

George Washington Carver, born a slave. He became one of the nation’s greatest scientists and a researcher whose works benefitted agriculture in more ways than we can count.

Lamar Hunt was a Texas native who brought the Kansas City Chiefs to Missouri from Dallas and who created amusement parks and other businesses that are integral parts of Kansas City.

John G. Neihardt was one of the great epic poets in literary history, a professor at the University of Missouri, the author ot “Black Elk Speaks,” one of the great books about the Native American culture, and the author of “The River and I,” one of the great books about the Missouri River.

Alexander Doniphan led one of the great marches in American military history when he led his troops from Fort Leavenworth to Santa Fe, which was captured without a shot, and into cenral during the Mexican War. Doniphan defended Mormons when Governor Boggs issued his infamous extermination order.

Omar Bradley, who rose from Moberly railroad workers to commander of the largest American army in national history during WW II.

Susan Elizabeth Blow, the founder of the kindergarten movement in America.

So how would you stack Rush Limbaugh against each of these people? Who do you think would enjoy his company over drinks? Who do you thinik would tear him to shreds in a one-on-one discussion. Who do you think would find him irrelevant? Who do you think would have absolutely nothing to do with him? Who in this group would defend his placement among them?

Remember, only one is a saint and the thumbnails we have given about each of them is hardly their complete story. Do some research and learn more about them. Not that any of this is likely to make much difference, of course. But the exercise might be a more useful one than just jerking a knee.

EDITORIALS … & Letters to the Editor

Missouri House Attacking Free Expression
Posted: Wednesday, March 14, 2012 6:32 pm | Updated: 8:13 am, Wed Mar 14, 2012.
EMissourian

One of the cliches bandied about in political discussions — usually by Republicans — is that government shouldn’t be in the business of picking winners and losers. In other words, government shouldn’t reward or penalize industries or groups in setting public policy.

The Missouri House ignored this advice recently and demonstrated that government can and will retaliate against those who criticize its actions.

House Budget Chairman Ryan Silvey, R-Kansas City, filed a bill that would eliminate the newspaper sales tax exemptions on newsprint, ink, computers and other materials and equipment used to produce the final product which is subject to sales tax.

The sales tax exemption for components that go into making newspapers is the same exemption that other manufacturers in Missouri receive under the theory that they shouldn’t be subject to double taxation.

Silvey introduced the bill after the St. Louis Post-Dispatch published a hard-hitting editorial blasting him and the budget committee for a proposal to cut a $28 million program for the blind to help restore higher education cuts proposed by Gov. Jay Nixon. Silvey’s bill would use the new newspaper taxes to help pay for funding for the blind.

Silvey denied retaliating against the newspaper industry. He told the Post that because the newspaper industry has been very vocal about ending corporate welfare he thought they should be first in line.

Silvey’s bill isn’t going anywhere. Even if it did pass, it would likely be struck down on constitutional grounds. Raising taxes on businesses is a bad idea in a recession especially a value added style tax that is utilized in many European countries. Silvey knows that.

What is frustrating to us is that Silvey should know that there are plenty of newspapers that support his budget committee’s approach. Just like there were plenty of newspapers in 2004 that supported the tough decisions that the Legislature had to make with respect to a package of Medicaid cuts. That was the same year a similar bill was introduced to eliminate the sales tax exemption for newspapers.

Silvey’s bill should be viewed for what it really is: an attack on free expression. It is the kind of tactic that fuels the pessimism so many people have with government these days.

March 14, 2012 

Our View: A Rush to judgment? 

Politicians should keep focus on critical issues

The Joplin Globe The Joplin Globe Wed Mar 14, 2012, 09:21 AM CDT 

Does a bust of Rush Limbaugh belong in the Hall of Famous Missourians in Jefferson City?You can argue it either way.

Limbaugh’s impact doesn’t rise to the level of a Harry Truman, George Washington Carver or Edwin Hubble, who made world-shifting contributions in their respective fields.

But it also can be argued that Limbaugh’s contribution is at least as significant as that of Bob Barker or Marlin Perkins or Tom Bass, all of whom are in the Hall of Fame. Don’t know who Tom Bass was? Well, that’s the point. (Bass, born into slavery, helped break the color barrier and revolutionize the Saddle Horse profession, according to the Hall of Fame.)

On the positive side of the ledger, Limbaugh, who has raised millions for the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society, speaks for millions of conservatives, including conservative Missourians, who for years felt they never had a voice at the national level.

Limbaugh has had his missteps, too, most recently calling a woman with whom he disagreed a “slut.”

He also is a reason that political divisiveness is a hallmark of our times.

Should his mistakes keep him out of the Hall of Fame?

If so, then how about David Rice Atchison?

The former U.S. Senator from Missouri served as president of the United States for a day, but he also fought for slavery and played a trigger role in shedding early blood in the border strife that led to the Civil War.

Should we put Langston Hughes in there? What about Charles Lindbergh?

Neither man is without admirers, or critics.

If Missouri Speaker Steven Tilley wants to put a bust of Limbaugh in the Hall of Fame, then so be it. The question is one that is too small for us to give a hoot about.

That the Hall of Fame would be politicized is to be expected; it’s politicians, after all, who are making the decisions.

There are more pressing issues ahead for the state. Bust or no bust, let’s just get on with what matters.

Posted on Wed, Mar. 14, 2012 04:37 PM


Utility taxes poised to go up as well

The Star’s editorial | KCPL rate-hike bid needs close scrutiny


Thanks to the mild weather, Kansas City area residents this month are opening natural gas bills and finding welcome relief from the high cost of keeping warm in Midwestern winters.

Here’s another satisfying fact for customers to notice: Because the bills are lower than usual, homeowners also are paying less in utility taxes to Kansas City, Overland Park, Independence and other cities.

Utility taxes imposed by these and other local cities can add up; they often range from 3 to 9 percent of a bill. 

For instance, Kansas City collects $15 million to $18 million a year from its natural gas utility tax. Some of that fluctuation is because gas companies actually can raise or lower their fuel prices several times annually.

However, electricity rates for this region have been headed just one way in recent years — up. 

That has boosted the amount of utility taxes collected by cities. In Kansas City, after three rate increases by Kansas City Power & Light in the last several years, utility tax revenue from electricity bills has soared from $44 million in the 2008-09 budget to an estimated $55 million in the proposed 2012-12 budget.

And just weeks ago KCP&L announced it was seeking a new 15 percent rate increase, which could take effect in 2013.

Because higher rates translate to higher utility taxes, the Missouri Public Service Commission now has yet another excellent reason to be thorough in reviewing KCP&L’s request.

The regulators must take their time to review a number of factors in determining whether the utility has a good case for boosting its rates by such a large amount. Plus, if that increase is granted, KCP&L’s Kansas City-based customers will have seen rates go up by a hefty 66 percent since 2006.

KCP&L also plans to file a rate increase in Kansas in the future, so that state’s regulators must be prepared to closely scrutinize the utility’s bid for more money.

Justifiable decisions to hold down rate increases in Kansas and Missouri could also reduce utility tax collections, thus easing the bite of natural gas and electricity bills on consumers’ budgets.

Wanted: Rays of Openness
Posted: Wednesday, March 14, 2012 6:32 pm | Updated: 8:15 am, Wed Mar 14, 2012.

EMissourian

There are so many “weeks” to recognize just about everything under the sun that often these observances lose their significance. This is Sunshine Week and its significance is emphasized by newspapers.

Many states have Sunshine Laws that require public bodies to operate in the open — their meetings and records are subject to public scrutiny. Newspapers believe strongly in these laws since the public has a right to know what public officials and agencies are doing, especially since tax dollars are involved. Sad to say most of these laws lack strong teeth when it comes to penalties for violations. The gray areas in these laws often prevent full openness and disclosure in some instances.

From experience we know that the old saying of “the public won’t understand” has been used by some public officials as a defense for not wanting to embrace openness on particular issues. That’s a flimsy defense and is coated in ignorance and arrogance.

Also experience tells us that openness builds public trust, something that’s needed more today than perhaps ever before. An example is that the Franklin County Commission openly disclosed that its paving program has had problems and work had to be redone. The county has said it will disclose how much money the work that had to be redone cost taxpayers. The commission has taken steps to see it doesn’t happen again. It admitted mistakes were made.

A disturbing fact is that many attorneys lack specific knowledge about the Sunshine Law and they don’t inform the public bodies they represent about it. That has resulted in violations. When he was attorney general, Gov. Jay Nixon used to hold meetings around the state to explain the law to public officials. That is an excellent program.

Community newspapers, and larger ones, are watchdogs as to compliance with the Sunshine Law. Why? Their role is to keep their readers informed, especially how the public bodies spend their taxpayer dollars. The newspapers’ Missouri Press Association has an attorney who is an expert in the Sunshine Law. She is available on a regular basis to answer questions as to specific Sunshine Law provisions.

The awareness of the law is higher today than perhaps ever before. A problem is public officials change and awareness efforts must be continuous.

As we mentioned, openness builds trust and an informed public results in improved government and operations by all public bodies.

Missouri GOP Leaders Claim McCaskill Is With Obama Most of the Time 
Posted: Wednesday, March 14, 2012 6:32 pm | 
By David Cole, Missouri GOP Chairman, and Susie Eckelkamp, Missouri GOP Vice Chairman The Missourian | 0 comments 
Everyone knows that “actions speak louder than words.” But all too often, politicians seem to forget that the votes they cast are more important than the words they say — and Sen. Claire McCaskill is one of the worst offenders.

That’s why I was so puzzled by your editorial, published Feb. 29, titled “McCaskill Bucks Obama.” The piece praises McCaskill’s record on energy and repeats her talking points about her so-called willingness to “butt heads with her party and with President Barack Obama.”

Interestingly, the editorial follows a Feb. 17 article from the national news outlet POLITICO, reprinted on The Missourian’s website, headlined “McCaskill Goes All-In on President Obama.”

The POLITICO piece gets it right: “While other swing-state Democrats on the November ballot flee from the vulnerable president, McCaskill has unabashedly hitched herself to Obama —for better or worse, in political sickness or health.”

According to the nonpartisan Congressional Quarterly, Claire McCaskill voted with Barack Obama 98 percent of the time in 2010 and 92 percent of the time in 2011.

It’s no wonder that, according to a White House transcript, Barack Obama gushed about McCaskill at a recent Chicago fundraiser, saying, “I just love her.”

Why does he love her? A few potential reasons: McCaskill cast the deciding vote to force Obamacare on the nation. She helped write the $821 billion stimulus. She is complicit in adding $4.6 trillion in new national debt. McCaskill even supports Obama’s extreme anti-energy agenda.

Despite her record on energy, your editorial praises McCaskill for her January tour, during which you state that she heard from “energy producers and consumers on how to keep energy prices affordable.”

But in reality, McCaskill’s trip was nothing more than an election year ploy meant to distract Missourians from her record of support for Barack Obama’s job-killing energy policies. Her actions tell a different story.

In 2008, McCaskill told the St. Joseph News-Press that she is “supportive of a cap-and-trade system to help address the world’s climate change problems.” Not long after, she supported the Senate Democrats’ first attempt to implement cap-and-trade, and even after it failed, she bragged on video, “we’ll get there.”

On two occasions, McCaskill has voted to allow the EPA to regulate greenhouse gas emissions. In November 2011, she supported the EPA’s new Cross-State Air Pollution Rule, which will kill jobs and force dozens of coal-fired power plants to close, including some here in Missouri.

And despite sky-high gas prices, McCaskill has voted against expanded drilling in ANWR and she has opposed attempts to allow individual states to authorize drilling off their coasts.

This is not the record of someone interested in “keep[ing] energy prices affordable.” Instead, it’s the record of someone more interested in siding with Barack Obama than the people of Missouri.

So if you’ve had enough of the reckless Obama agenda — and if you’re sick and tired of politicians who say one thing and do another — then it’s time to send Claire McCaskill into retirement and elect a true conservative whose actions will match their words.

Letters to the editor, March 15 

Posted: Thursday, March 15, 2012 12:00 am, STL Today 
Governor should choose employers over lawyers
The editorial "It's veto time" (March 9) was right: Two pieces of legislation come down to a battle between trial lawyers and employers. The editorial said the trial lawyers represent real people, but employers are real people. They provide jobs for real people. They deserve to be treated fairly in our courts and in the newspaper.

Senate Bill 572 would close a loophole and allow the workers' compensation system to work as it was intended: as the exclusive remedy for workplace accidents so that injuries can be compensated quickly and fairly for employees and employers. The bill also makes workers' compensation the exclusive remedy for occupational disease. Both provisions return the law to the way the system has operated for decades. It was never the intent of lawmakers to exclude these situations from the law when reforms were enacted in 2005. However, the trial lawyers are doing everything they can to keep this loophole in the law because they stand to lose millions of dollars if it is fixed.

Missouri is one of the easiest states in which to take frivolous discrimination lawsuits to court, and trial lawyers will pay well to keep it that way. House Bill 1219 realigns Missouri's discrimination standards to the federal law by addressing the standard of review for determining whether discrimination occurred. In Missouri, discrimination must be only a "contributing" factor; federal law requires it to be a "motivating" factor. Neighboring states have standards similar to or less stringent than the federal standard.

The editorial board's claim that House Bill 1219 is pro-discrimination is ridiculous. Continuing this charade is a disservice to the founders of our Civil Rights Act who worked hard to provide justice for all people.

Employers always are an easy target. We urge Gov. Jay Nixon to look beyond the rhetoric when reviewing these bills, to choose employers over trial lawyers and sign these bills into law.

Daniel P. Mehan • Jefferson City
President and CEO, Missouri Chamber of Commerce and Industry

Delicate sensibilities
The Post-Dispatch decided to not run "Doonesbury" this week. Years ago, Madison Newspapers Inc. faced a similar situation with regard to its funnies page. During the 1968 presidential campaign, the comic strip "Pogo," by Walt Kelly, a commentator on national politics, obligingly offered two versions of daily fare. One provided mundane observations of life in the Okefenokee Swamp, populated by marsupials and such displaying human-like foibles. The other version scathingly — and insightfully — featured the daily political theater of both national political parties.

The Wisconsin State Journal courageously ran the satirical version on its editorial pages for more than a month and the less-biting version on its funnies page.

I encourage the Post-Dispatch to run both versions of "Doonesbury" because, to follow the editor's reasoning, children aren't inclined to look into the editorial pages very much and, thus, won't have their delicate sensibilities offended.

I have both versions of those ancient "Pogo" comic strips carefully saved.

Paul Mack • St. Louis
Ironic announcement
The Post-Dispatch gave me a good laugh Monday morning. The paper notified readers that it would not be running the "Doonesbury" comic strips scheduled for this week but would run replacement strips. The reason given was that the strips deal with abortion, and the "... graphic language and imagery was unsuitable for a section that is popular with young readers."

The editors went on to advise readers that the original strips can be viewed online at the paper's website. I had to chuckle at the irony of this announcement.

Where do the editors think most "young readers" go for their news and favorite cartoons? Online, of course!

Richard Rogers • Creve Coeur
Lacking courage
I am very disappointed in the Post-Dispatch decision to not run the "Doonesbury" comic strip this week. The Post-Dispatch Platform states that the paper will "never be afraid to attack wrong."

What is happening to women who are seeking an abortion in Texas clearly is wrong. If the paper is afraid of young readers seeing "Doonesbury," then move the comic to the editorial page for a week. Shame on the Post-Dispatch for lacking the courage to stand by its principles.

Angela Mulkey • Manchester
Help rather than humiliate
The Post-Dispatch should have published this week's "Doonesbury" cartoons about abortion because they are funny and show just how silly these Texas legislators are who want to require transvaginal sonograms for women who are considering an abortion.

It makes me sad that the newspaper cannot publish such a timely comic strip because the editors fear cancellation by advertisers and cancellation of subscriptions because of pressure from anti-abortion groups. I hope in the near future, as our educational system improves and we become more enlightened, that this controversy will disappear as society realizes that we should help these women rather than humiliate them.

Michael Nolan • Crestwood
Actions of a madman
After having read the editorial "Unspeakable" (March 13), regarding the shootings of civilians in Afghanistan by an American soldier, I was struck by the attempt to somehow project the blame on this to American "arrogance."

When Malik Hasan killed 13 American soldiers at Fort Hood in 2009, we were warned that this was the act of a single madman and that we should not see this as symptomatic of other Muslims. Yet the Post-Dispatch uses exactly the same logic to somehow blame American "arrogance" for the alleged actions of a single person who may have snapped under conditions most of us can only imagine.

Even though Mr. Hasan had radical Islamic ties, the warning to not blame all Muslims were the obvious and correct thing to do. To use the exact same logic in order to project blame to our country for the actions of a madman is troubling.

Matt McCauley • St. Peters
The all-volunteer Army
Regarding "Killing of villagers imperils mission" (March 12): So, after nine years of war, thousands of people killed, thousands of people injured and trillions of dollars spent, we end up with the slaughter of 16 civilians. Let's blame the sergeant accused in this incident. Not so fast. The all-volunteer Army never was intended to be a war Army. If that were the case, we would have eliminated the Selective Service Act.

The sergeant accused in this incident was on his fourth combat tour. How many other thousands of regular combat troops, both regular Army and Marine and Reserve and National Guard, also have been deployed four times?

Part of the blame is our own government and military leaders. The draft should have been implemented in 2005, at the latest. There are millions of people in the Selective Service who could be participating in our foreign wars, eliminating the need for the constant re-deployment of our soldiers and Marines.

We all share part of the blame in the massacre.

Jim Paunovich • Calverton Park
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Keeping KC clean

Part of my problem is that I grew up in a different city, which prides itself on cleanliness.

Maybe it is because once a year, hundreds of thousands of people visit the city for a huge racing event or maybe it is just a mindset. Whichever it is, it is not evident in Kansas City.

Don’t get me wrong — Kansas City has a lot of things going for it. Cleanliness is not one of them.

Just look at the trash along the interstates and in our neighborhoods.

I searched the Jackson County website, but it is not very forthcoming about the responsibilities of its officials. 

Whose job is it to keep Kansas City clean?

All of ours. 

Who does the work when we fail? No one?

David Breedlove

Kansas City

Suppressing comic strips

The Star is placing this week’s Doonesbury comic strips in the Opinion section because of their content. If the paper is going to be relegating controversial matter to an editorial Siberia, at least it should be honest and consistent about it.

The Prickly City “comic strip” is thinly disguised right-wing propaganda that could have been written by the Republican National Committee. When is The Star going to have the honesty to similarly suppress it?

Sean Santoro

Bonner Springs

Eroding freedoms

Starting with President Woodrow Wilson, a sector of the political leadership in our country has continued to ignore the Constitution and state sovereignty in an effort to reach a national utopia. The latest attack on religious freedom was not about women’s health care but the federal government’s growing control of our daily lives.

Besides the state/church issue, the bigger issue is the government’s “soft” tyranny to make us buy or do something. If the federal government can now make you buy health insurance or force you to provide free health care services to your employees — even if it goes against long-established religious convictions — what will stop the government from telling us what food to eat, what car to buy (i.e. Chevy Volt), what medical procedures you can have, how to think, what to believe and whom to worship?

Our God, not the government, has given these freedoms to us.

Bill McAllister

Liberty

Keep KC firefighters

Firefighters save lives. Kansas City officials cannot cut the staff of the Kansas City Fire Department.

Firefighters have to exercise to be able to carry people out of burning houses. Otherwise, our firefighters might suffer heart attacks. Yes, they sleep when they can, too.

Carol Lynn Sanders

Waverly, Mo.

Coping with pain safely

Chronic pain management is an important concern. I am co-sponsoring HB 1399, which will stop non-physicians who perform spinal injection procedures for chronic pain relief.

Pain management procedures are complex and involve delicate placement of substances into/near the spinal cord. The risks associated with these procedures can include paralysis or death.

Doctors specializing in interventional pain management complete rigorous training programs, including undergraduate studies, medical school, residency and fellowships. It is important for the safety of our patients that we close this gap in law that has allowed three certified registered nurse anesthetists to perform these procedures.

I fully support 99 percent of CRNAs who are administering anesthesia in the OR/surgical/obstetrical realm. It is impractical to divert qualified CRNAs in their traditional field of anesthesia to a new practice that requires skills and knowledge they do not have.

Our intentions with this bill are narrow, affecting less than 1 percent of Missouri’s CRNAs.

Injuries caused by a CRNA in Rolla led to two malpractice suits and give us an unfortunate example of what can happen if we sacrifice safety for access.

Patients should trust that law protects them from providers performing procedures they are unqualified for.

Rep. Noel Torpey

Independence

Payday loans not fair

I am amazed to learn the rate for interest and the 15- or 30-day time limit for repayment of payday loans. Example: A loan payment of $100 extended twice over a 90-day period with $30 interest charged per month would cost a borrower $190 for the $100 borrowed for the 90 days. It would seem more fair if a borrower was allowed 60 or more days before interest is again applied. 

I hear and read quite a bit these days from Republicans about government involvement in our lives. Do they think the government should be involved here? 

The present system, allegedly designed to help people, is actually akin to throwing gasoline on a fire to put it out. I recommend that those with the authority to do so investigate this incredible situation and amend it to be much more rational by allowing those granting the loan and the receiver to benefit fairly.

Ronald Craddolph

Blue Springs

Iran’s tantrums

Iran acts up and the price of gas skyrockets. It is too bad that we do not have a close neighbor that was willing to sell us more oil.

Todd Lynch

Olathe

U.S. as debtor nation

While it may be true that China sits atop the list of foreign governments that have lent U.S. money, it is not our largest lender. We are our own largest lender by a huge margin. 

It’s not just Federal Reserve and intra-government holdings we need to count. This alone is nearly five times the size of our debt to China. We also need to count state and local governments, private and public pension funds, individual investors and mutual funds. 

Add it all up and we owe ourselves a massive amount of money — or rather our children owe us this money.

I wonder what other debts we can pass off to our children. Home mortgages? Back taxes? Student loans?

Wouldn’t it be great if we could just pass all our debt onto our kids? This is what we are doing when we continue to run huge deficits.

By borrowing now and refusing to put our own financial house in order we are writing bad checks that our children will have to cover. 

In 2008 Barack Obama said that every man, woman and child in the U.S. owed $30,000 in federal debt. Now we each owe $48,000.

Brian K. Kegerris

Overland Park

Obama’s presidency

Not long after Barack Obama became president he received the Nobel Peace Prize. I haven’t heard why.

Obama is still trying to change the United States Constitution. I cannot wait to see what he will do next.

Rex Newbold

Shawnee

Pay KC school board

I’m certainly not qualified, and not for love or money or both would I be a member of the Kansas City school board. It is without a doubt one of the most important jobs in the area.

Can anyone tell me of another directorship or an enterprise with a budget the size of the Kansas City Public Schools that has unpaid directors? With the dearth of applicants it would seem that a modest salary (say $50,000 annually) would encourage well-educated and dedicated people to apply.

The school district is the most complicated abyss I know of. Whether the state, the mayor or someone else takes control, we need people who are willing to make it work.

Let’s make it so the people who care can make it work and pay their personal bills.

Russell Correll

Kansas City

Haunting questions

Why do we demand that our children study, but limit our understanding of complex issues to bullet points? Why are people who get cars repaired, use daycare and buy new toilets not considered job creators?

Why, if the Bush tax cuts for the wealthy support job creation, have they not been successful in bringing down unemployment? Why is suggesting the rich pay the same tax rate as most called class warfare, but claims that poverty shows irresponsibility isn’t?

Why is financial regulation considered anti-growth when every economic downturn in the last century has followed a period of de-regulation? Why do we protect the unborn but are undisturbed that our country has the highest infant mortality of all the rich countries?

Why do we demand lower taxes but protest when our neighborhood school closes? Why say every child deserves a chance but deny food to hungry children for the decisions of their parents?

Why do we call our government evil but proclaim the U.S. as the greatest in the world? Why is the conservative right associated with Christian beliefs when Jesus Christ fed the poor, healed the sick and condemned the wealthy?

Such questions haunt me.

Michelle Niedens

Overland Park

