[image: image7.jpg]


Missouri Senate Communications


Daily News Clips



Collected/Archived for Tuesday, Feb. 21,  2012 - Page 27 of 43


Dates for some Mo. presidential caucuses changed 
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- An already unusual Missouri presidential selection process is getting a new wrinkle with several counties moving local caucuses from St. Patrick's Day to alternative dates.

Missouri Republicans in most counties will hold a presidential caucus at 10 a.m. on March 17. However, Republicans in Jackson County and St. Louis city plan to meet a week later on March 24. Republicans in Phelps County, which is home to Rolla, still plan to caucus on St. Patrick's Day but will start at 2 p.m. The later presidential caucuses should avoid conflicts with St. Patrick's Day festivities.

In addition, Wayne County in southeastern Missouri is scheduled to caucus March 16 and rural Chariton County in central Missouri is scheduled to meet March 15. Andrea Rice, the chairwoman for the GOP committee in Chariton County, said Monday the caucus date was changed to coincide with a Republican dinner.

"We thought it would pull more people in," Rice said.

Requests to change county caucus dates are considered by the state Republican Party chairman.

Missouri's presidential selection process is different this year. The state held a primary Feb. 7, but the results were not binding for Republicans. The state party decided to use a caucus process to determine presidential delegates because the primary was too early under national party rules.

This is the first time since 1996 that Missouri Republicans have used caucuses to award presidential delegates. During the GOP's annual conference in Kansas City this weekend, hundreds of local activists received training on how to coordinate county caucuses - covering everything from how to advertise the meeting to the need to arrange for a podium and two microphones. Local officials were instructed to lock the doors at the beginning of the caucus to ensure no one can enter after the start.

Missouri has no official party registration so anyone can participate in the county caucuses, though people will be asked to affirm that they are a "strong and faithful Republican."

The county caucuses will select delegates for the congressional district conventions on April 21 and the state convention on June 2. County caucuses can chose to elect their delegates either individually or as a slate, and can chose to bind those delegates to a particular presidential candidate or let them cast their presidential votes for whomever they wish.

Because of Missouri's flexible rules and multi-step caucus process, it might not be known in March how many delegates will be awarded to each presidential candidate. Twenty-four delegates - three each from eight congressional districts - will be bound to particular presidential candidates at the April conventions and an additional 25 delegates will be bound to candidates at the June state convention. Missouri's three remaining delegates to the Republican National Convention will be the state's national committeeman and committeewoman and the state party chairman.

Missouri House Majority Leader Tim Jones said changes in the county caucus dates were unlikely to change the schedule for the April and June meetings, so he did not expect additional confusion.

"The whole caucus system this year is going to be unique because we have not had this system for some time," said Jones, R-Eureka.
Government reconsidering rule change on child farm labor

Tuesday, February 21, 2012
By Melissa Miller ~ Southeast Missourian 

Morgan Bangert started bottle feeding newborn calves when she was 5. By the time she was 8, she was showing a 1,000-pound heifer at the fair. At age 12, she was driving a tractor and raking hay. 

She's given cattle medication injections, she's helped with castration, she's even assisted with breeding through artificial insemination. She drives a four-wheeler out to the field to check on the herd, and it's her job to feed about 80 cows every day when she comes home from school. 

Despite the fact that her stepfather, Mike Aufdenberg, trusts Bangert to handle these tasks, a new rule proposed by the U.S. Department of Labor would prevent children under age 16 from doing this type of work for pay because her family's farm isn't solely owned by her parents. It's an LLC, jointly owned by Mike Aufdenberg and his brother, Steve, whose children also help out on the family farm. 

The current parental exemption law allows children of any age who are employed by their parents to perform any job on a farm as long as their parent is a part-owner, according to the Labor Department. 

The proposed rule would bar children younger than 16 years old from jobs like operating power equipment, driving four wheelers or tractors, branding and breeding farm animals, and working on ladders at heights over six feet unless the child's parent is the sole owner of the farming operation. 

The Labor Department first announced the new rules on child labor in agriculture last fall. This month the department said it would repropose the parental exemption portion of the rule following an outcry from family farmers. The department has not specified what the changes would be. 

Between the Aufdenberg brothers, there are seven children ages 10 to 18 helping out on the family farm near Tilsit. 

"We train them all from a very early age," Mike Aufdenberg said. "Before they drive a tractor, they start them off riding along, then they move along to driving and a parent rides along until I get to the point where I can trust them. We have two-way radio systems on our tractors so any time there's a question or problem, we teach them to stop and call on the radio." 

Aufdenberg said no parent is going to risk putting a child on a piece of equipment they can't handle. While riding along with his then 14-year-old some years ago, Aufdenberg reminded him that the combine he was driving cost more than most people's houses. 

"It's my money at stake. It's my livelihood on the line if something goes wrong," he said. 

While agriculture advocates are pleased the rule change will be reproposed, they would like to see the whole regulation withdrawn. 

Effects on FFA 

One portion of the rule that isn't being reproposed puts the hands-on component of high school agriculture programs, like FFA, at risk, they say. 

"These rules are really going to hurt our program," said Bangert's teacher, Dan Burkemper, agriculture instructor at Jackson High School. "FFA is not just supposed to be a stand-alone course in a classroom." 

He has about 150 students, including Bangert, enrolled in the Supervised Agricultural Experience component of FFA. 

According to the Missouri Farm Bureau, more than half of Missouri agriculture students, about 14,000, are in SAE programs where they work on a farm in some capacity. 

"As the rule making stands today, 14- and 15-year-old students enrolled in agriculture education courses in high school will be limited in the options they have for their Supervised Agricultural Experiences (SAE), the hands-on work experiences they receive outside of the classroom," said Garrett Hawkins, director of national legislative programs for the Missouri Farm Bureau Federation. For students who do not live on a farm or ranch, this part of the agriculture education model gives them to the opportunity to develop skills and explore potential career paths by working for a farmer or as part of an agribusiness, Hawkins said. 

The Labor Department's proposed rule is aimed at increasing protections for children working in agriculture and references several statistics from farm accident studies. 

Agriculture has the second-highest fatality rate among young workers, age 15 to 24, at 21.3 per 100,000 full-time equivalent workers, compared to 3.6 across all industries, according to the Journal of the American Medical Association. 

The most common cause of occupational deaths among young agricultural workers, according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, was from farm machinery. Between 1992 and 1997, nearly one third of the deaths of teens in agriculture could be attributed to involvement with tractors. In half of these cases, the tractor overturned. 

The proposed rule also cites concerns with the exposure of young workers to pesticides. 

Paul Schlegel, director of the energy and environment team for the American Farm Bureau Federation, said there is not enough data specific to agriculture workers under age 16 to justify what the Labor Department is proposing. 

"There's nothing that I'm aware of that delineates accident or injury rates for children working on their parents' farm, or their uncle's farm or their grandparents' farm," Schlegel said. 

Teaching responsibility 

Aufdenberg's farm has been in his family for 140 years, and he's raising his children the same way he was raised. 

"It teaches kids responsibility," he said. 

Jackson agriculture instructor Laura Nothdurft said students who have worked on their family's farms are better problem solvers and have better relationships with their parents compared to other students. Burkemper said these students are also more mature. 

What many children would consider hard work, Bangert is eager to do in an effort to learn. What she earns, she reinvests in the farm. She now has three cows in her own name. 

"They become like your best friend because you're out here morning and night with them," Bangert said. "At the fair, when you have to sell them, I always cry. You get so connected to them. They know you and you know them." 

Someday, she hopes to carve out a farm of her own on a piece of her family's land. 

Although the formal comment period has ended, the Labor Department in a news release said it will continue to consider feedback from the public, congress and the Department of Agriculture before it's finalized. Comments may be mailed to Wage and Hour Division, U.S. Department of Labor, Room S 3502, 200 Constitution Avenue, NW., Washington, D.C. 20210. 

In response to the proposed rule, a new national advocacy group called Keep Families Farming has formed. More information can be found at www.keepfamiliesfarming.com. 

Congressmen to assess progress at VA hospital 
ST. LOUIS (AP) -- Two congressmen will be in St. Louis on Wednesday to visit the Cochran VA Medical Center and assess efforts to correct sterilization concerns at the hospital.

Democratic Rep. Russ Carnahan of St. Louis will be joined by House Veterans Affairs Committee Chairman Jeff Miller, a Florida Republican.

In 2010, the hospital suspended surgeries and sent letters to more than 1,800 veterans because improperly cleaned dental equipment could have exposed them to hepatitis B, hepatitis C or HIV. The VA said the risk of infection was remote and no illnesses were ever tied to the faulty sterilization.

The VA has said the problems have been corrected. Surgeries resumed last year.

Ike Skelton to receive Truman Good Neighbor Award

Former congressman will receive the Good Neighbor Award on May 8 at the Muehlebach Tower of the KC Marriott Downtown.
Former congressman Ike Skelton will receive the 2012 Harry S. Truman Good Neighbor Award on May 8.

Skelton represented Missouri’s 4th Congressional District from 1976 to January 2011. 

He was a longtime member of the House Armed Services Committee and was elected chairman in 2006. 

His legacy of monitoring the U.S. armed forces was “very consistent with President Truman’s efforts to promote efficient and sensible military policies,” said Karl Zobrist, president of the Harry S. Truman Good Neighbor Award Foundation.

Every year the Harry S. Truman Good Neighbor Award Foundation honors an individual on the birthday anniversary of Truman, who was born May 8, 1884.

The luncheon at the Muehlebach Tower of the Kansas City Marriott Downtown is open to the public. 

The cost is $60 per person. Reservations are required. Call 913-722-1211.

Meetings on flood repair, preparedness set at Wappapello Lake

Tuesday, February 21, 2012
By Donna Farley ~ Daily American Republic 

WAPPAPELLO, Mo. -- Public meetings have been scheduled at Wappapello Lake to discuss flood repair, flood preparedness, water control procedures and dam safety. 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will meet with the public at 6:30 p.m. today at the Bill Emerson Memorial Visitor Center to provide information and answer questions on water control procedures and Corps-funded recovery efforts following flood damage caused by extreme high water in spring 2011. 

A separate meeting will be from 4 to 6 p.m. March 5 at the visitor center with the Missouri Department of Transportation to look at a long-term solution for repair of Route T, which was damaged when water topped the emergency spillway. The Route T project is funded by MoDOT. 

Among the items needing improvement are Redman Road and the St. Francis River Access Road, operations manager Cindy Jackson said. Work also has to be done on water, sewer and electric lines for the management office, which were damaged when water topped the emergency spillway and washed out Route T. 

Replacement lines were temporarily run under the Blue Hole bypass road, constructed until Route T is permanently fixed. These lines will have to be disconnected when construction begins on Route T, Jackson said, and rerouted so the management office would not be affected by future floods. 

The Wappapello Lake project has been approved for a budget in the current fiscal year of a little more than $4 million. This is about $1.3 million below the normal acceptable service level, Jackson said. 

Approximately $219,000 will be spent in early March when Wappapello conducts its periodic dam inspection. This happens once every five years and requires the lake to be drawn down an additional foot to un-water the gatehouse structure for inspection. 

"Boaters and visitors should be advised of underwater hazards not normally visible during this drawdown time," Jackson said. "As soon as the inspection is complete, we will resume normal winter pool." 

Safety inspectors, as well as inspectors for concrete, steel and electrical will examine the gatehouse. The emergency spillway, dam and dikes will also be inspected. 

Jackson said updates to the water control plan resulting from information learned during the spring flooding will also be discussed. 

"We have new information based on the flood. We only had guesstimates before and now we have actual data," Jackson explained. 

In a high-water situation, Wappapello would now request to increase to a 10,000 cubic feet per second (cfs) release if the lake were predicted to reach a level of 380 feet, Jackson said. The water control plan has stated prior the lake could not increase to a 10,000 cfs release until the lake actually reached 380 feet. 

A yearlong process will be undertaken to make other updates to the water control plan. Additional public meetings will be held upstream and downstream to discuss changes. 

Another change in high water response plans will be to update communities upstream and downstream on lake conditions, Jackson said, even if it does not initially appear those locations will be affected. 

Earthquake preparedness will also be discussed during the meeting. 

For more information, call the Wappapello Lake Project Office at 573-222-8562. 

Spence traveling in RV for Mo. gubernatorial race 
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- Republican gubernatorial candidate Dave Spence is traveling around Missouri in a recreational vehicle bearing a large image of his face.

Spence, who stepped down recently from the plastics packaging company he ran, already has contributed about $2 million to his campaign.

It's not unusual for candidates to use campaign funds to travel in RVs or buses. But Spence said he used his own money to purchase the RV, as well as a sports utility vehicle in which he has been campaigning.

Spence is making his first bid for public office and is one of two Republicans seeking to challenge Democratic Gov. Jay Nixon in this year's elections. The other candidate is former Kansas City attorney Bill Randles.

The back of Spence's red-white-and-blue RV declares: "HONK for more MISSOURI JOBS."

Mo. House leader may push for 2-week candidate filing period

Legislation that would move the candidate filing period for the August primary back by one month is now moving through the Missouri House.

On Monday it passed the House Elections Committee and it next goes to the Rules Committee.  However, House Majority Floor Leader Tim Jones (R, Eureka) seems to favor an alternate approach:  Having a two-week filing period that would begin sometime in mid-March and end on March 27th as currently scheduled.

“You know, in this day and age when you can very easily travel to Jefferson City to sign up for an office...a two-week filing period should be more than adequate enough time to make a day trip up to sign up for office," Jones said.

The bill was passed quickly last week by the Missouri Senate over uncertainty surrounding the new State House and Senate district maps.  The House map recently won a court challenge, but that decision is being appealed – the Missouri Supreme Court recently rejected the State Senate map, which is being redrawn by a bipartisan commission appointed by Governor Jay Nixon (D). 

Waiting for elections could help pass ethics bill 
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- A Missouri House leader says waiting until after this year's elections before trying to pass new ethics legislation could produce a higher-quality bill.

The state Supreme Court last week threw out much of Missouri's most recent ethics law because of how it was approved. Gov. Jay Nixon has called for new ethics legislation.

House Majority Leader Tim Jones says he would support a new measure advancing in the chamber but that trying to pass it in an election year could prove difficult. Jones, a Republican from Eureka, sponsored the earlier legislation.

The Supreme Court's ruling invalidated a requirement to publicly report contributions of more than $500 within 48 hours when the Legislature is in session. The law had also allowed the Ethics Commission to investigate without first receiving complaints.

Mo. Senate endorses expansion of term limits 
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- Missouri voters could get to decide whether to impose term limits on all executive officeholders under a proposal endorsed by the state Senate.

The proposed constitutional amendment would limit the lieutenant governor, secretary of state, attorney general and auditor to serving two, four-year terms. A similar limit already is in place for Missouri's governor and treasurer. State lawmakers also are subject to term limits.

Senators endorsed the expansion of term limits by voice vote Monday. If the proposal also passes the Senate on a second vote and clears the House, it would appear on the statewide ballot later this year.

The measure is sponsored by Republican Sen. Brad Lager, of Savannah, who is challenging Republican Lt. Gov. Peter Kinder in this year's elections. Kinder is seeking a third term.

Missouri breaks record with $14.1 billion in exports, lower unemployment

Total Missouri exports topped $14.1 billion in 2011, a new record for the Show-Me state and a huge boost to the state’s overall economic expansion, according to the Missouri Department of Economic Development.

The exports reflect a 9 percent growth rate from 2010 and are in line with Gov. Jay Nixon’s promise to increase exports and move the economy forward as part of his Missouri Works Program, according to Nixon’s website.

Four industries exceeded $1 billion in exports, and accounted for 63 percent of all 2011 exports. Those industries are transportation equipment, chemicals, machinery and food products, according to the MDED.

Dale Backer, owner of Backer’s Potato Chips in Fulton, said he can sense the increased export opportunities.

“I would say about 80 percent of our products now go outside of Missouri and the U.S., with Mexico as our main international destination," Baker said. "We have large customers in Monterrey and Mexico City."

Backer Potato Chips have also gone as far as Japan, but they focus more on Mexico as the packaging requirements are much less restrictive, Backer said.

The largest three exporting countries account for half of Missouri exports. Canada purchased $4.3 billion in goods, followed by Mexico with $1.4 billion and China at $1.2 billion, according to the U.S. Census Bureau Foreign Trade Division.

In the past 10 years, Missouri exports have continued an explosive expansion, increasing from $6.8 billion to $14.1 billion, or just lower than a 100 percent increase in the last decade, according to the MDED.

In October, Nixon led a delegation of more than 60 Missouri leaders to China to close a series of economic agreements, which Nixon’s office said will create an additional $4.6 billion in exports through 2014.

During a Jan. 9 speech, Nixon said his top legislative priority for 2012 is his Missouri Works strategy, which will further increase Missouri’s international exposure and bring jobs to Missouri.

"Missouri Works gives us concrete steps we can take right now to attract new employers to Missouri, create career opportunities and keep our economy growing. When it comes to creating jobs and growing our economy, we simply don't have a day to lose,” Nixon said in the speech.

Missouri Works builds on the specifics the Missouri Strategic Initiative for Economic Growth established in 2010. That initiative involved 600 Missouri businesses, education and labor leaders to develop a blueprint to transform the economy, Nixon said.

Included in Missouri Works is a renewed focus on Missouri businesses’ ability to find international buyers, attract next generation automotive suppliers, hire more veterans, train more high-tech workers, and create jobs in rural communities as well as other specifics, according to the strategy.

To hire more veterans, Nixon created the Show-Me Heroes Pledge, which allows Missouri businesses to take a pledge to interview, focus on and consider hiring military veterans.

Michele Spry, owner of Midway Electric of Columbia, said her company took the pledge last year and has already hired two veterans directly related to the program, with an intent to hire more through the pledge as they become needed.

The Missouri unemployment rate is currently at 8 percent, and the U.S. Chamber of Commerce is looking to Missouri as a top state for business growth and expansion, according to Nixon’s website.

Lawmakers want to reduce Missouri Lottery prize pool to aid veterans

JEFFERSON CITY • Exuberant Missouri legislators and military veterans said Monday that they have found a painless way to support the state's financially ailing veterans homes.

Casinos won't have to pay more, and preschools won't lose funding, two options that have been kicked around in the Legislature without success.

So how would veterans get an extra $30 million a year? Take it from prizes given out by the Missouri Lottery.

"We finally found a solution that doesn't hurt anybody," said Richard Heigert, representing the Missouri Association of Veterans Organizations.

Currently, about 27 cents of every dollar the lottery receives goes to education. The new legislation would increase that share to 31.5 cents.

The additional education money — diverted from lottery prizes — would be earmarked for early childhood education. That would free up money that now goes to preschools from the state's share of the $2 entrance fee at casinos.

The Missouri Veterans Commission would gain the preschools' share — about $29 million a year — and use it to help run seven nursing homes and stockpile money to build another one. That money would come on top of $6 million in casino fees the commission already receives.

The switch also would provide about $1.5 million more each year for college scholarships for the Missouri National Guard and burial details for veterans.

"This is a very smart bill," said Bill Ratliff, representing the Missouri National Guard Association.

It's 'so simple, I don't know why we didn't think of it years ago," he added.

The unanswered question was whether less prize money would cause lottery sales to drop, and if so, how much? Monday was a state holiday, so Missouri Lottery officials were unavailable for comment.

Instead of about 63 cents of every dollar going back to players as prizes, that pool of money would shrink to about 59.5 cents of every dollar. (After the education share is deducted, the rest of the money pays for the lottery's administrative expenses and retailer fees.)

In a fiscal note that addressed an earlier version of the bill, Missouri Lottery officials said decreasing prizes would have an "unknown negative fiscal impact" on ticket sales and lottery profits.

Income tax paid on prizes also would drop, as would sales taxes paid on goods purchased by winners, the analysis said.

Since that note was prepared, House Veterans Committee Chairman David Day, R-Dixon, pared back the amount of money he would shift out of prizes.

He said the latest plan, which leaves 59.5 percent of lottery money for prizes, "will still leave us very competitive. I don't think we'll see a big exodus" of players, Day said.

No one testified against the bill at a public hearing Monday. The committee is expected to vote today to send it to the full House for debate. House Speaker Steve Tilley, R-Perryville, has said that finding a permanent funding source for veterans homes is one of his top priorities.

Since the recession hit, veterans homes have gotten less state funding, forcing the Missouri Veterans Commission to drain its trust fund.

Without an infusion, the commission says it may have to close some homes next year.

Gov. Jay Nixon proposed that the Legislature increase casino entrance fees by $1 per patron, which would generate about $50 million a year for veterans' programs.

But the state's casino operators opposed the plan, and Tilley said he would kill it because it was a tax increase on the gambling industry. Casinos absorb the current $2-per-person entrance fee instead of passing it on to patrons.

There appeared to be no losers, other than lottery winners, in the latest plan.

As long as lottery sales don't drop precipitously, preschools stand to gain from the new distribution scheme. Based on last year's ticket sales, early childhood could expect to get $35 million, up from $30.8 million that it draws from casino fees now.

Jeremy LaFaver, who lobbies for a nonprofit group called Child Care Aware, said he is reviewing the details but believes the plan has merit for preschools.

Currently, the early childhood education money helps fund the child care subsidy for low-income working families, as well as early Head Start services, grants to child care providers and the Parents as Teachers program.

"As long as we can continue to fund the programs that are funded now, I don't see a huge issue with it," LaFaver said. "In fact, I think it's better than what we have now, because then I won't have to fight with the veterans every year to get early learning funds."

The Veterans Commission was happy, too.

"This does a lot of things that we certainly had hoped could come out of this session," said Larry Kay, the commission's executive director.

Rep. Barney Fisher, R-Richards, summed up the winning combination thusly:

"No tax increase. No expansion of gambling. Everybody's rice bowl's intact."

The bill is HB1731.

Bills filed after failed Mo. sweetener plant 
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- New Missouri legislation would add requirements for officials involved in economic development projects.

Several House lawmakers filed the bills Monday in response to a failed project to build an artificial sweetener plant in Moberly. Construction of the factory for Mamtek U.S. Inc. stopped last fall after the company missed a payment on $39 million in bonds issued by Moberly. State government offered $17 million of incentives but none were paid.

The legislation would require local governments to get insurance for municipal bonds for economic development projects and to hold a public hearing before issuing bonds.

The bills would also require state and local officials to share information they have about companies seeking development incentives.

Mamtek bills are HB1771-1777

Tax credits' renewal sought

Bills boost funding for nonprofits that help children and the needy

Greene County lawmakers are pushing to extend a series of tax credits that help keep the doors open for nonprofits that cater to children and the needy.

Three bills in the General Assembly extend, or in some cases reinstate, credits that are used to bring in donations for organizations like Isabel’s House, Ozarks Food Harvest and the Child Advocacy Center in Springfield.

Rep. Thomas Long, R-Battlefield, said lawmakers can sometimes be too focused on handing out state incentives to boost economic development and forget about other priorities.

Last year, amid the debate over limiting historic preservation credits, another tax program helping food pantries lapsed.

“I think it’s a personal embarrassment that we can talk about the hundreds of millions of dollars in tax credits to do various things about the state and we can’t approve $2 million for food pantries in tax credits,” Long said.

Long is sponsoring a bill that renews the food pantry donation credit, along with several others. The bill allows a donor to claim a tax credit of up to 50 percent of a donation.

Officials with several of the organizations that have benefited from the tax programs say they can almost double their donations over a year by offering the credit. In the case of Isabel’s House, that meant $600,000 in new donations last year, said Francine Pratt, the executive director.

“It has a very severe impact on us,” Pratt said.

Access to the credits has helped some organizations like child advocacy centers, which work with victims of child abuse, when their share of state money is reduced, said Emily Van Schenkhof, deputy director of Missouri Kids First, a child advocacy organization.

“In these really difficult budget times, I can’t come to the General Assembly and ask for what is needed for the children of Missouri, because there really isn’t any money,” Van Schenkhof said. “But this is one way the General Assembly can really show support for abused and neglected children.”

Child advocacy centers fall under the Children in Crisis program, which was part of a bill championed in 2006 by Sen. Bob Dixon and former Sen. Norma Champion, both Republicans from Springfield. The crisis credits are included in Long’s bill.

(Page 2 of 2)

The credit is set to expire at the end of August. Dixon and Rep. Eric Burlison, R-Springfield, are also sponsoring bills that extend the Children in Crisis credits.

The tax credits must be claimed within four years of receiving them. According to the Joint Committee on Legislative Research, about half of donors who received a tax credit over the last six years eventually redeemed it.

Long’s larger credit bill would cost $2 million in fiscal year 2013, and just over $8.1 million annually in FY 2014 and 2015, according to the legislative research committee.

The Children in Crisis credit has averaged around $2.6 million in tax credit redemptions over the last five years. It is expected to cost the state around $4 million in FY 2014 and 2015, according to legislative staff.

Long noted the Crisis program itself recycles unused tax credits from another program for special needs adoptions. He said there is already money appropriated for that program, which means the Children in Crisis program won’t be result in a large increase in state spending during a tough budget year.

Curators vote to increase tuition for in-state, out-of-state students

Even with the tuition increases, MU will face a $47.1 million budget gap.

By Caroline Bauman 
Published Feb. 21, 2012

In-state students will see a 3 percent increase in tuition next year and out-of-state students will see a 7.5 percent increase, after the UM System Board of Curators approved the respective rises Monday.

The board voted to hold tuition increases for in-state undergraduate students to the rate of inflation, or a $268 increase per semester, according to a UM System news release. Graduate tuition for in-state and out-of-state residents is also set to increase by 3 percent.

Board of Curators chairman David Bradley said the board realized the financial hardship that significant increases in higher education could bring to Missouri families.

“The UM System faces rising operating costs just like all businesses,” Bradley said in the news release. “The board’s decision to hold tuition increases at all four campuses to the rate of inflation is a result of increased operating efficiencies, the governor’s reduction of the proposed cut in state appropriations and our commitment to ensure that a college education is attainable and affordable to all Missourians.”

Corbin Evans, legislative director for the Associated Students of the University of Missouri, said the increases could not only discourage students from applying but also affect students currently enrolled.

“We acknowledge the fact this could decrease the number of Missourians who are able to attend,” Evans said. “Students who are looking at graduating without debts could suddenly be looking at student loans. Worse, students could no longer be able to finish their four years.”

Given the situation, junior and ASUM intern Sydney Miller said she understands why the board made its decision.

“(ASUM) is very aware the budget outlook for the system is very grim,” Miller said. “I agree that it needed to be done, but I am sad to see students footing the bill.”

In the original budget proposal, Gov. Jay Nixon proposed a 12.5 percent cut to higher education. He announced earlier this month $40 million would be added to higher education funding, dropping cuts to 7.8 percent.

Even with the reduction in cuts and the increase in tuition, the UM System still faces a $47.1 million budget gap, UM System President Tim Wolfe said in the release. The gap will likely result in personnel cuts, program eliminations and diversion of planned investments in strategic priorities.

Miller said though the added $40 million was a life saver for higher education, it was important to realize the additional funding was not enough.

“My fear is that people think the $40 million extra will be enough, and that couldn’t be further from the truth,” Miller said.

Miller also said though students tend to be the focus of funding issues, faculty should be taken into account, as well.

"With higher education funding cuts, people tend to focus on the students, but UM also has a hiring and salary freeze,” Miller said. “We need to have competitive wages and the best faculty in order to stay competitive as a university with other states."

For the fiscal year 2012, MU tuition fell below the average tuition of other Southeastern Conference schools by $1,194, according to a UM System presentation.

According to the news release, between the fiscal years 2007 and 2012, UM System annual tuition increases have averaged 2.7 percent, compared to the average 6.2 percent tuition increases in surrounding states.

“In comparison, Missouri has had lower tuition costs than most surrounding universities,” Evans said. “It has been a haven of more affordable education but is now treading the line of becoming more expensive.”

Mo. House endorses English-only driver's exams

The Missouri House has given first-round approval to legislation that would require driver’s license exams be given only in English.

Currently, the state of Missouri provides the written driver’s exam in English and eleven other languages.  House Member Mark Parkinson (R, St. Charles) says his bill follows the spirit of the state constitution’s mandate that public proceedings be conducted in English.

“I looked a real quick search up on the…if it’s on the Internet, it has to be true…but there’s 6,999 different spoken languages and dialects throughout the world," Parkinson said.  "Why are we only catering to eleven and not every one?”

Jeanette Mott Oxford (D, St. Louis) suggests it’s unfair to force legal immigrants to read a complicated test in English within a few weeks of arriving in America.

“There’s no history of these folks causing accidents because of (their) being unable to read a test…they read road signs," Oxford said.  "I don’t understand any rationale for this bill other than to play to a pretty bigoted audience, unfortunately.”

The bill passed mostly along party lines.  It needs one more vote by the full House before moving to the Missouri Senate, where it died last year.  The measure would allow the use of sign language interpreters for the deaf. 

A New Law Aimed at Westboro Baptist Church

Natalia Allen, KMOX Capitol Bureau

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (KMOX) - A Missouri Senator is sponsoring a bill to make violent vandalism and disruption at a house of worship a crime. The Senate judiciary committee discussed the bill that would make offenders punishable by jail time and fines. No one testified against the bill.

Senate President Pro Tem Rob Mayer, R-Dexter, said he sponsored the bill as a partial reaction to the Westboro Baptist Church’s protest during the funeral of 9-year-old Christina Green. Christina was killed during the assassination attempt of U.S. Representative Gabrielle Giffords.  Arizona lawmakers passed similar emergency legislation to prevent a protest at her funeral.

The Missouri legislation would make it illegal to disturb, attempt to disturb or vandalize a house of worship in an attempt to protect places of worship.  According to the language in the bill disturb includes, “profane discourse, rude or indecent behavior, or making unreasonable noise.”

Mayer said the term “house of worship” includes churches, synagogues, mosques and other private or public buildings. Protests would be prohibited at military monuments, cemeteries, schools and hospitals.

The penalty for disturbing or attempting to disturb a house of worship ranges from a class C to a class A misdemeanor, which can be punishable by a maximum of 15 days to one year in prison.  However, vandalism of a religious institution would result in a class D felony, which is punishable by a maximum of four years in prison.

Joe Ortwerth, executive director of Missouri Family Policy Counsel said passing this proposed statute would not attempt to suppress people’s freedom of speech.

“Individuals would still have the right to picket outside church if they so choose, to carry signs, to express their sentiments and whatever the subject of the day may be and however they may differ with the sentiments within the church,” Ortwerth said.

Mayer said the bill is a preventative measure to secure the safety of religious institutions and allow people to gather and worship peacefully.

“It is something that we need to put in place and make certain that people respect first amendment rights of others as they seek to worship, whether it’s churches or synagogues,” Mayer said.

Voting on the bill is expected to begin as early as next week.

Link:  SB755
Local lawmaker wants state-wide crackdown on metal thieves

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (KMOX) — A bill to crackdown on scrap metal thefts in Missouri is introduced in the state capitol.

Up until now, local governments have passed laws, but State Representative Don Gosen of St. Louis County says the problem is rampant statewide.

“Recently, we had a builder in west St. Louis County with new homes under construction, who had all the copper piping taken out of them,” Gosen said. “The criminals are getting better at it every day – they’re starting to get onto utility company properties to steal valuable metals there, too.” And Gosen says it’s not just commercial targets – any building with exposed metal might be next. “We’ve also had a church in the St. Louis area that’s had its copper gutters stolen, several times. They’ve had to have parishioners camp out in the church at night, waiting to hear the noise in hopes of catching the thief.”

Under Gosen’s bill, scrap sellers with more than $50 worth of metal would be paid by check, not cash, and he also wants the check mailed to an address on their driver’s licence to provide more of a paper trail for prosecutors. The bill is HB1530.
	Mo. House endorses amendment on raising livestock 

	[image: image1.png]


JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- The Missouri House has endorsed a proposed constitutional amendment barring voters from enacting laws that affect the raising of livestock through initiative petitions.
The proposal would add a "right to raise livestock" to the Missouri Constitution.

Sponsor Tom Loehner (LUHR'-nuhr), of Koeltztown (KELTS'-town) says initiative petitions affecting agriculture should be restricted because farmers have little money to educate voters, while outside groups can use television ads to persuade urban voters to pass laws that hurt farmers.

Loehner cites the 2010 voter-approved laws regulating dog breeders as an example.

Critics of Loehner's proposal say restricting initiative petitions could interfere with voter rights.

The House gave the measure initial approval Monday on a voice vote. If approved by the House and Senate, it would go on Missouri's November ballot.

---

Livestock amendment is HJR61

Online:

Legislature: http://www.moga.mo.gov 


Meth lab seizures rise 6% in Missouri
Meth lab seizures increased 6 percent in Missouri last year, illustrating a problem that has grown despite a law that limits access to over-the-counter medicine used in the drug’s production. 

The Missouri State Highway Patrol reported 2,096 seizures in 2011, up from 1,960 in 2010. 

In a press release, the patrol said Missouri saw a drop in the number of meth lab seizures in 2006, after anti-meth lab legislation was enacted. 

However, from 2007 to 2011, the number of meth lab incidents in Missouri has increased steadily, from 1,285 in 2007; to 1,487 in 2008; 1,774 in 2009; 1,960 in 2010; and then 2,096 in 2011. That makes an increase of 63.1 percent since 2007, which includes operational labs, chemical or equipment seizures and lab dump sites. 

The patrol said the rise can be attributed in part to meth manufacturers circumventing laws that restrict the legal limit purchase of pseudoephedrine, the key ingredient used to make meth. Current Missouri law requires purchasers of pseudoephedrine to be over the age of 18 and have their name run through an electronic database. The database allows pharmacists to deny the sale if the purchaser is over a weekly or monthly limit. 

“It’s all mainly made out of household chemicals, which are all very volatile chemicals, especially when they’re mixed together,” said Cpl. Doug Black, with the Missouri State Highway Patrol Troop H. 

The patrol described pseudoephedrine as the only ingredient that cannot be substituted in the manufacture of methamphetamine, however. 

In 2010, Gov. Jay Nixon introduced legislation that would require a prescription to purchase any medicine containing the chemical, which can be found in over-the-counter cold medicines such as Dimetapp Decongestant, Claritin-D and Aleve Cold & Sinus. The proposed bill failed in the 2010 legislative session, and no such bills are being considered in the 2012 regular session. 

Bob Heater, with News-Press 3 NOW, contributed to this report. He can be reached at bob.heater@suddenlink.com.
Senator Blunt urges repeal of Obama’s contraceptive mandate

Blunt is seeking the full repeal of the measure, citing "religious views." 

By Jeremy Truitt 
Published Feb. 21, 2012

President Barack Obama’s contraceptive mandate is being fiercely opposed by some in the Senate, including Sen. Roy Blunt, R-Mo., who seeks to repeal the requirement, citing religious freedom.

The mandate, stated in Obama’s healthcare legislation, would require private companies to provide health coverage for contraceptives with no cost to employees.

Under the new law set to take effect in August, an employee of a company with private insurance would not be charged a deductible for a prescription contraceptive, which would be funded by the employer, according to the White House website.

The mandate does not account for some religious beliefs, so if an employer disagrees with providing emergency or standard contraception based on religious grounds, he or she would still be federally required to provide the coverage, according to the new law.

The Catholic Church is challenging the mandate as an assault on religious freedom, and the diocese of Jefferson City is holding a rally March 27 to protest it, according to its website.

“We believe this new requirement signals a direct attack on our religious freedom,” the Missouri Catholic Convention stated in a news release.

The MCC is a public policy agency of the Roman Catholic Church in Missouri.

MCC Executive Director Mike Hoey said the mandate not only violates Catholic beliefs but also sends the message that government could have the authority to make further intrusions into religious freedoms in the future.

“Once the principle is accepted that government can override the moral convictions of individuals and churches, then there is no reason why government cannot make further demands, such as requiring coverage for surgical abortions and other morally objectionable practices,” Hoey said.

Blunt is currently working with the Senate to repeal the mandate and said in a news release that he is working with constituents on a bi-partisan basis to reverse the contraception mandate.

“It’s still clear that President Obama does not understand this isn’t about cost, it’s about who controls the religious views of faith-based institutions,” Blunt said. “President Obama believes that he should have that control. Our Constitution states otherwise.”

In a recent update to Obama’s healthcare law posted to the White House website, the administration stated they will allow certain religious organizations to be exempt from the contraceptive mandate only.

Included in the exceptions, all churches will be exempt from the contraceptive mandate, no individual health care provider will be forced to prescribe contraception and no individual will be forced to buy or use contraception.

Planned Parenthood has been advocating for women for more than 90 years and sees available contraception as an inherent right for all women, said Michelle Trupiano, public affairs manager for Planned Parenthood in Kansas and Missouri.

Availability of contraception is linked to decreased mortality rate for infants as well as mothers, Trupiano said.

Cecile Richards, president of Planned Parenthood Federation of America said last Friday in a news release that Planned Parenthood will fight vigorously to protect women’s rights to birth control coverage.

“Sen. Roy Blunt’s proposal is so out of the mainstream, it would allow any business or corporation to deny any essential health care service they object to, including coverage for birth control,” Richards said.

St. Louis Archbishop Robert Carlson said in a news release last Friday the religious freedoms of Americans are still under fire, and he urges citizens to keep their sight on that issue.

“The framers of the Constitution recognized the eternal principle that man’s relation with his God is above human legislation and his rights of conscience inalienable," Carlson stated, quoting a past Congressional document. "It is an inborn principle which nothing can eradicate.”

MISSOURINETDownload 
 Primary election filing date change advances in House Committee

February 20, 2012 By Mike Lear 

The House Committee on Elections has given a favorable vote to the Senate bill that would push back filing dates for the August primary one month. The move is intended to allow time for the courts to settle issues with state house and senate, and congressional districts.




Representatives Stacy Newman and Pat Conway

The measure was opposed by two Democrats on that Committee. Representative Stacey Newman (D-St. Louis County) says she wants to be sure the Secretary of State’s Office can pick up the cost of publishing a notice of that date change so that county clerks don’t have to. “I’d like to make sure … it’s no fault of anyone’s here, but just to make sure that their budget is not being penalized because of this additional cost.”

Committee Chairman Tony Dugger (R-Hartville) told Newman he assumes that money is already built-in to the fiscal year 2012 budget. “I think they often put an ‘E’ in some of those line items that allows discretion of the Secretary of State to pay for such things as these.”

Representative Pat Conway (D-St. Joseph) suggested that filing dates be pushed back only for the offices whose districts are in question, pending court action. “That will also allow local election officials to start preparing their ballots because that will be a lengthy process when you get into entailing all of the issues that are going to be on the August ballot.”

See the language of SB 773
The votes of Conway and Newman were the only two against the measure, which advances to the House Rules Committee.

Nixon on contraception legislation: Missouri already has moral exemption on the law books 

February 20, 2012 By Jessica Machetta 

The Catholic Church says it does not support having to provide insurance coverage for contraception … now proposals at the state and federal level look to make sure they don’t. Our own Senator Roy Blunt is sponsoring the amendment on Capitol Hill that would prevent employers from being forced to provide coverage for birth control.

Meanwhile, proposals at the state level reach even farther with a bill headed to the full senate, sponsored by Sen. John Lamping (R-St. Louis County), would exempt employers from paying for birth control, abortions or sterilization procedures.

Governor Nixon dowplays the importance of that legislation, saying Missouri already has a strong moral exemption on the books that was passed a number of years ago.

“And so it think its an area we have already legislated,” he says. “I think it’s a good law; it’s important and the proper place for us to be.”

Planned Parenthood reports that the full price for contraceptive prescriptions is about $50 a month. Surgical abortion and sterilization procedures, though, cost thousands.

Lamping says his measure would not make it more difficult for women to get birth control pills, nor is his bill an effort to deny a woman’s health care. He says reaffirming religious freedom and the conscience clause is the only acceptable compromise.

Assistant House minority leader Tishaura Jones (D-St. Louis) disagrees, saying, “For others to say that this (the Obama administration rule) is a religious attack is bogus. This is about a woman’s right to have access to birth control. A woman should have the right to plan when she has children.”

Sex abuse reporting law change hits hurdle (AUDIO)

February 21, 2012 By Bob Priddy 

A proposed law based on the Penn State child sex abuse scandal runs into suggestions it might be overkill.  Senator Eric Schmitt of Kirkwood thinks the witness to the child sex abuse at Penn State should have called police, not reported the incident to higher-ups at the school.  His bill makes anybody a mandated reporter. .

But critics say the issue more complicated than that—that a parent or guardian might not report because an offending child needs treatment more than prosecution, or because a parent reporting might lose custody of the child…

Smithville Senator LuAnn Ridgeway says the bill creates inconsistent law—putting someone in jail for a year for failing to report child sex abuse while not punishing someone who sees a child murdered and doesn’t report it..

Schmitt can’t get his bill to a vote. He’ll be able to try again later.


AUDIO: Floor debate 1;19:24
 

Download 
Lawmakers look at reclassifying sex offenders

February 20, 2012 By Jessica Machetta 

Lawmakers are proposing thinning out the state sex offender registry so that only dangerous offenders would be listed for public distribution.




A map pulled from the Highway Patrol sex offender registry shows how a user can find sex offenders who work (blue dots) or live (red dots) nearby. Using the State Capitol as an address, the red circle indicates a 4,000 foot radius. Clicking the dots pulls up the name, information, photo and offense that person was convicted for.

Chairman of the Crime Prevention and Public Safety Committee Rodney Schad (R-Versailles) is proposing the state go to a tiered system, ranking sex offenders by how dangerous they are or how likely they are to re-offend.

He says the committee has been working with experts over the past 18 months and has heard enough testimony to know that the registry does not reduce recidivism, does not keep people from re-offending, and does not keep communities safer.

“With our current registry, the public is not able to sort out who the true threats are,” Schad says. “In addition, for those on the registry, the successful reintegration into the community is increasingly difficult. Indeed, some studies have found that some provisions of our current registry lead to more crime, not less. Any probation officer will tell you that the stability in work and living arrangements increase the chances of successful reintegration.”

Schad says assessing offenders and placing them on a tier system would identify those who are a true threat.

“Risk level tools are inexpensive and effective,” he says. “Tiers should be based on actuarial information … and we should limit online notification to only high-risk offenders.”

Schad also wants to move resources to monitor former offenders who are at high risk.

Clinical Psychologist Dean Rosen is one such counselor who assesses how dangerous sex offenders are. He has treated and evaluated sex offenders for family courts and social services, determining their risk of dangerousness, risk of re-offending.

Rosen says there are a lot of stigmas attached to sex offenders that are simply not true, such as the statistical fact that most victims know their offenders. Another is that many of those who possess child pornography are looking for victims. Rosen says the majority of those offenders have never and would never make contact with anyone. He admits it’s tough to get the public to believe otherwise.

Sheriff of Cape Girardeau County and President of the Missouri Sheriffs Association John Jordan agrees, saying the current registry gives people a false sense of security. He used the analogy of holding a box of 100 spiders when in fact only a few of them are poisonous. He too admits the registry process is something that needs changing, but “It scares folks when you do it.”

Schad’s bill “Requires the classification of sexual offenders, establishes the Sex Offender Classification Board, creates the Sex Offender Classification Fund, and changes the laws regarding sexual offender registration.”

Missouri Citizens for Reform and Missouri Family Network testified in favor of the measure; no one spoke in opposition.

The Department of Public Safety, Missouri Sheriff’s Association, and Missouri Coalition Against Domestic and Sexual Violence spoke for informational purposes only and suggested improvements to the bill.

For instance, Colleen Coble with the Missouri Coalition Against Domestic and Sexual Violence suggests that a provision of the bill that identifies offenders who were “No threat of force” not include those who have drugged their victims, or “who chose a vulnerable victim who was not able to consent.”

Coble also stressed the importance of victims’ need to be notified if an offender is removed from the registry.
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TKC EXCLUSIVE!!! LOOKING FOR THE JACKSON COUNTY EXECUTIVE DURING ELECTION SEASON!!! 




Jackson County political insiders are talking about a noticeable absence from the Courthouse as of late. 
HAS ANYBODY SEEN JACKSON COUNTY EXECUTIVE MIKE SANDERS AROUND LATELY?!?!
When he turned down some other political opportunities the Jackson County Executive Mike Sanders said it was because he wanted to be with his family. That's nice but I guess the implication was that the move would also put him closer to his job as well. 
Sadly, in the past three Jackson County Legislative sessions . . . Insiders haven't seen a lot of Mike Sanders. 
To be fair, it's not like there's a lot going on over there . . . Still, just at Jackson County political insiders noted: The Democratic Party Chair is a demanding gig during this election season and (admittedly) County Executive Mike Sanders is the only real newsmaker in that Legislative body nowadays so his absence is even more noticeable. 
Developing . . .

Kander Calls for Missouri Legislature to Act Fast, Restore Campaign Ethics

Kansas City state lawmaker, Rep. Jason Kander, a Democratic candidate for Secretary of State, says the Missouri Legislature should act quickly to restore the ethics law struck down last week by the Missouri Supreme Court. 
Kander says the main thrust of the law is not the problem. He claims it was struck down on a procedural violation. Kander was the cosponsor of the 2012 bill the court threw out.
“The fall elections are coming up quickly and we as a state need to decide if we want those elections conducted in a transparent and ethical manner or if we want to become known as the ethical cesspool of American politics, Kander said in a news release.”
Kander wants a ban on political committee-to-political committee money transfers. That’s often used as a method of hiding the original contributors.
Another element is immediate reports of contributions of $500 or more to lawmakers during the session.
The new measure would restore campaign contribution limits; $500 for state House races; $1,000 for state Senate races and $2,000 for state-wide campaigns.
Kander’s new bill would make it a felony to obstruct an ethics investigation. His first bill made the act a misdemeanor.
Kander’s 2010 law also increases the power of the Missouri Ethics Commission.

EDITORIALS … & Letters to the Editor
Phill Brooks, columnist: State high court: Don't 'log roll' bills

By Phill Brooks 
Globe Columnist 

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. — This past week, another chapter was added to the saga of “Jason’s key.”

It was added by a Missouri Supreme Court decision that likely will have a major impact on the role of special interest money in Missouri government and the upcoming campaigns.

The phrase “Jason’s key” might seem to have no relationship with campaign finances or ethics. It doesn’t.

And that was the point of the state high court’s decision.

The word key in the phrase “Jason’s key” refers to a key that opens access to a very high place in Missouri government. Jason refers to Sen. Jason Crowell, R-Cape Girardeau, who has wanted copies of that key for legislators.

The key opens access to the loftiest floor in Missouri’s Capitol. Up there is the whispering gallery, high above the Capitol rotunda seal. Tour guides tell me it’s one of the few American spaces designed with perfect acoustics so that a whisper said against the wall can be heard clearly by someone on the other side of the circular wall.

For many years, only staff of the governor had access to that key. That aggravated Crowell. He argued that lawmakers regularly have groups of schoolchildren who would like to see those loftier locations in the Capitol.

Administration staffers argued it was an unsafe place. Getting there takes you through what amounts to the attic of the Capitol — a location where years ago I found an empty whisky bottle dating to the early 1900s.

In 2010, Crowell got the Legislature to stick his dome-key bill onto an omnibus bill that had grown from a simple item on state government contract procurements to a massive package of ethics and campaign finance restrictions.

The “Jason’s key” issue might not have had much to do with procurements, but so what? After all, procurement had nothing to do with all the other provisions added to the bill — such as making it a crime for the governor to offer a job to a legislator to get the lawmaker’s vote, restricting the shifting of campaign funds among political committees, stronger enforcement powers of campaign finance violations, tougher penalties for lobbyists who file false information and tougher campaign finance disclosure requirements.

The advantage of putting “Jason’s key” into that bill was getting the signature of the governor. Gov. Jay Nixon had vetoed a bill with a provision for Jason’s key the year before. But, on the other hand, Nixon really wanted the tougher laws on government ethics and campaign finance disclosure.

So, the Legislature essentially offered Nixon a deal. Sign the bill with “Jason’s key” and the governor would get those other provisions he wanted. The governor agreed and signed the bill.

But now, Missouri’s Supreme Court has issued a ruling essentially telling the Legislature and the governor that they are prohibited by the state constitution from making the kind of deal that involves “log rolling” more than one issue into a single bill.

The constitution requires that a bill be limited to one subject. Further, it prohibits the Legislature from expanding the scope of a bill beyond the original version when it was introduced into the Legislature.

In its unanimous decision, the court cited those provisions and concluded that “the sections relating to campaign finance, ethics and keys to the Capitol dome are not logically connected or germane to procurement,” which was the original purpose of the bill.

So just as the 2012 campaign heats up, the court has thrown out a major package of legislation designed to provide more transparency for voters about special interest money in campaigns and to give the Missouri Ethics Commission stronger powers to enforce those laws.

Were it not for term limits, legislators might have known better. In a couple of decisions decades earlier, the court clearly had warned lawmakers that this kind of “log rolling” was banned by the constitution.

But with term limits, those cases seem to have been forgotten. Long-time lobbyists have been predicting that the Legislature’s increasing habit of tossing unrelated issues into a bill was going to come back and bite the General Assembly.

It finally has.

I have a friend, David Valentine, in the Truman School of Public Administration, who runs the Legislative Academy — it provides new lawmakers with a background on basic legislative issues, including the requirement that a bill be limited to a single topic and not expanded beyond its original scope.

But clearly, a short presentation does not make up for the loss of institutional memory by lawmakers who used to have decades of history in the legislative process.

On the other hand, Nixon says he is not so sure this is a reflection of term limits. With a chuckle in his voice, he notes that this kind of legislative strategy was used well before term limits. “Log rolling of bills was something that was done many, many times, and many, many years it was attempted.”

As for “Jason’s key,” it’s still around in the law. Crowell got that provision stuck into a couple of other bills that became law in 2010 and remain in effect.

That is not the case, however, for the tougher campaign finance disclosure and ethics requirements about which the governor and legislators had bragged just two years ago. There was only one bill with those provisions, and now those provisions are gone.

Phill Brooks is director of the Missouri School of Journalism’s State Government Reporting Program. He can be reached at column@mdn.org.

Editorial:  Tuition increase unfortunate but necessary

Published Feb. 21, 2012
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The UM System Board of Curators unanimously voted to increase in-state tuition 3 percent and out-of-state tuition 7.5 percent to cover inflation.

Let’s say this up front: Yes, a tuition increase, to put it frankly, sucks. However, in these economic times, with our university facing a $47.1 million budget gap, and funding cuts for higher education by 7.8 percent, the tuition increases are a necessity.

Tuition increases are a way for MU to generate funding, and though they’re not the most popular option, they are a viable option , especially when tuition increases could be much worse. Compared to other state schools, MU is generally affordable. According to the news release, for the past five years, UM System annual tuition increases have averaged 2.7 percent, compared with an average of 6.2 percent in surrounding states. We’re also $1,194 below the average tuition of other Southeastern Conference schools, according to a UM System presentation.

Let us just reiterate the fact we don’t like the tuition increase, but we understand it. There is one issue, however.

MU has raised its efforts to increase recruitment of out-of-state students and the benefits that come with them — such as an expanded and improved national reputation, more diverse ideas and backgrounds and money in the form of tuition payments. Yet the tuition increase could drive away out-of-state students, which will eliminate those listed benefits. The out-of-state tuition increase is approximately $1,600 per year, and when compiled with the costs of living arrangements and transportation, that is a lot of money.  The decision to pursue increased out-of-state enrollment and the decision to increase tuition are made by separate entities, one being MU officials and the other being system-wide officials. In this case, the interests of both conflict.

Our university being a constituent of the Board of Curators, MU officials should increase communication with the board to bridge the separation, make MU’s interests known and avoid future conflicts or setbacks.

Since the decision is irreversible at this point, out-of-state students do need to be aware they can become in-state students within a year through a relatively easy process. As long as our tuition increases are used to sustain and improve our university, we’ll bear the price. For the future, though, tuition increases should not become a trend; otherwise, MU will see the consequences of decreased enrollment due to price and not admission standards. If it is necessary for the system's tuition to increase, officials need to ensure MU has a voice to preserve the interests of the university and its students.

Guest commentary: Will my child be allowed to work on my farm? 

As an American farmer, I know first-hand the vital link that family involvement plays in the success of my business. As a mother, I also know the responsibilities that go with the title of "parent" to keeping my children safe as they contribute to the success of our family farm.

Recently, I had an opportunity to testify before a congressional committee about rules proposed by the U.S. Department of Labor that allow the government to trump my parental voice regarding the farm jobs my children undertake.

It has proposed new rules that would restrict children under the age of 16 from working on a farm or ranch. The list of tasks youth would not be allowed to do is astonishing. For example, milking cows would not be allowed, and neither would building a fence. No youth under the age of 16 would be allowed to use a tool that was powered by any source other than hand or foot power. Strictly interpreted, that would eliminate kids using flashlights or even battery-powered tools. When hearing this, my 10-year-old son asked me if that meant he no longer had to brush his teeth since his toothbrush was battery operated. Nice try!

The work my children willingly do on our farm is a valuable life lesson they can't learn from reading a book in school or playing a video game. It's something they enjoy doing, too. 

We don't allow our children to do tasks that are not safe or not age appropriate. Working beside our children is precious to my husband and me — it builds memories we will treasure forever and it's about passing on our farming heritage. It teaches our children hard work is rewarded, that doing a job well is a matter of pride and it builds self esteem. 

Our daughter learned before age 4 how to use a bolt, washer and nut to help build a piglet nursery.  She did this alongside her dad in our machine shed.  She was never in danger, and the smile it brought to her face because she was helping dad was priceless. The lessons she learned that day — to never give up and follow direction — have taken her far. 

For the Department of Labor to think my child's safety isn't a priority to me is frustrating. I love my children more than anything in this world; I would never put them in harm's way. I want my children to be able to choose if they want to return to our family farm one day after they finish their education.  If our children are not allowed to work on our farm as they grow up, they will lose out on many lessons and skills, not to mention they will be robbed of the childhood my husband and I loved when we grew up. Besides, how will our kids know if they want to come back to the farm if they are only allowed to work on it for two years before they leave for college? 

I appreciate the federal government's intentions to keep children safe, but as a parent, no one cares more than I do about my children's safety.  I've been protecting my kids since I carried them in my womb and I will continue to protect them. As much as anything, my testimony was about protecting the important role my kids play on our farm, both now and for the future.

Chris Chinn is a fifth-generation hog producer in Clarence, Mo.
Letters to the Editor, Feb. 21, 2012
Behind the plan to toll Interstate 70
After weeks of asking who is behind the plan for putting tolls on Interstate 70, we finally found an answer in "Plan for 1-70 toll eschews cash" (Feb. 13). Sen. Mike Kehoe, R-Jefferson City, introduced the bill that would turn I-70 from a Missouri-owned interstate into a toll road.

The voters in his district and visitors to the University of Missouri-Columbia and to Lake of the Ozarks, should not forget to tell his office at election time. It seems that he wants some honey to spread on the bread he got from private parties and to go with the butter voters gave him by electing him.

People have told me that Mr. Kehoe is a good guy. I say you can pick your friends, but anybody who wants more than what he is supposed to get for a job is a greedy guy.

Larry Medvrich • Farmington, Mo.
Back to second-class status
I am a woman who grew up in the 1960s and 1970s, and I am in total shock with the behavior of the Republicans in the House and Senate with regard to birth control. Birth control. Really?

When I was in elementary school in the 1960s, I was asked by a male band director what instrument I wanted to play in the middle-school band. I said the drums, but I was told that girls didn't play drums. I was told that I should play the flute. I did. Within 10 years, the feminist movement started to make changes for women. Roe v. Wade was decided, and, more important, birth control pills were made available for women. The changes were slow, but, by the time I graduated high school, there were a couple of girl drummers in the band. When I was at college, I had access to Planned Parenthood, which took care of my health care in regard to birth control. I was proactive, and I did not have an unplanned pregnancy.

These are things I didn't think would be taken away from women again, but last week, a House committee held hearings about birth control coverage in health care and whether it infringed on freedom of religion ("Contraception proposal assailed," Feb. 17).

Birth control. Really?

This hearing was stacked with men. Not a single woman testified on the issue of birth control and religion. Does freedom of religion mean more to them than the freedom of women? I am very worried that we are going to go back to being second-class citizens.

I would love to be a grandmother someday to a girl. I only hope she gets to play the drums.

Sue Bohm • Chesterfield
Which right is next?
The second group of immigrants to arrive in North America, in 1620, was escaping from England to avoid religious persecution. One issue was the 1559 "Act of Uniformity," which made it illegal to not attend official Church of England services, with a penalty of five pounds for each Sunday service or holy day missed.

Now, nearly 400 years later, we find ourselves being threatened with a fine if we do not follow President Barack Obama's unconstitutional mandate to supply through insurance companies medications that would prevent the natural condition of pregnancy. The Constitution says, "Congress shall make no law respecting the establishment of religion or prohibiting the free exercise thereof." Can it be any clearer? When a man teaches the Constitution and then promotes an unconstitutional action, we should question his motives.

The Bill of Rights guarantees us certain rights. Now, more than 220 years after the ratification of the Bill of Rights, these rights are being challenged by a president who swore an oath to uphold and defend the Constitution. In 2008, he said he would fundamentally reform the government. If he succeeds, he will end 392 years of religious freedom. The president will have succeeded in starting the destruction of this nation.

Which right will he take away in his next reform project?

Bob Gerard • Affton
Freedom of and freedom from
It has been said the Obama administration is infringing on the Catholic Church's moral beliefs through the Patient Protection and Affordable care Act. Employers, including some Catholic hospitals and universities, are being asked to include contraception coverage for their female employees.

Should the Catholic Church be allowed to impose its moral beliefs on all Americans? Catholic institutions employ people of all faiths. Should these employees be denied the benefits other Americans receive?

The Founding Fathers wanted to limit the power of churches in matters of government and limit the role of government in religion.

People who do not believe it is moral to use contraception should not. It's a matter of individual moral conscience, not a matter of the church ordering people to follow its rules. Unless it's a matter of breaking a law, morality cannot be imposed.

Catholic bishops say that paying for contraception (through health insurance) is against their conscience. I am morally opposed to war in any form, yet my taxes have and are being used to pay for wars.

Insurance companies offer coverage including contraception at a lower cost than coverage without contraception because it's more expensive to pay for pregnancies, especially pregnancies with problems, than it is to pay for preventive care.

Please, citizens and legislators, use your conscience about your own actions. Don't use contraception if you think it's wrong. But don't impose the Catholic Church's rules on all Americans. There should be separation of church and state, both for the protection of churches and also to prevent churches from imposing their rules on all citizens.

Lynda Volgelsang • St. Charles
Simple solution to complex problem
The disagreement over the Obama administration's recent decision to mandate contraception coverage is easily resolved: create a federal health care option, which would offer such coverage.

Employees of religious institutions that didn't provide this coverage could purchase it from the federal plan. Those who want the coverage could get it, and those religious institutions that didn't want to provide it wouldn't have to.

It's a very simple solution to a complex problem. We just have to get over the resistance to a federal health care plan.

Daniel Linck • Normandy
