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Missouri Senate Sends Discrimination Measure to House

The Associated Press – KY3 

1:58 a.m. CST, February 9, 2012

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo.— The Missouri Senate has approved a measure that would change the state's workplace discrimination laws.

The bill would require workers who fight firings or other adverse decisions to prove in court that discrimination was a "motivating factor" - and not just a contributing factor. It passed on a party line 25-8 vote Wednesday.

Sen. Maria Chappelle-Nadal, a St. Louis County Democrat, spoke against the measure for 10 hours when the Senate debated last week.  She says the legislation would hinder a discrimination victim's ability to get justice in court.

Republicans, including sponsoring Sen. Brad Lager, say the legislation would merely bring the state in line with federal laws.

The Senate bill now goes to the House, which endorsed similar legislation in a close vote earlier this week.

Bolivar legislator seeks delay in deadline for candidate filings

Written by Josh Nelson – Springfield News-Leader
12:27 AM, Feb. 9, 2012

 Because of continued challenges to recent redistricting efforts, a state senator has sponsored a bill that pushes the filing period for candidates seeking elected office back by nearly a month.

The current filing window opens on Feb. 28. The bill introduced Wednesday by Sen. Mike Parson, R-Bolivar, would push that date back to March 24. The new deadline would apply to federal and state offices on the ballot in November.

A redistricting panel is now working on new Senate districts after the Missouri Supreme Court tossed the map created by a specially appointed panel of judges. Congressional and House districts are also being contested.

“By moving this back, it truly gives the state of Missouri and the commission time to fix the district maps,” Parson said.

Gov. Jay Nixon appointed a new 10-member redistricting commission on Jan. 31. The panel will hold its first meeting on Feb. 18. Parson believes constitutional guidelines on redistricting will prevent them from reaching an agreement on new maps before the filing period starts.

The commission must hold a series of meetings and public hearings on maps before adopting a final proposal. There is also a 15-day public comment period, which would extend past Feb. 28. Parson’s measure is Senate Bill 773.

Mo. Senate endorses legislation to create library of 25 courses that transfer college credit

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS  - The Republic (Columbus, Indiana)
First Posted: February 09, 2012 - 5:01 am
Last Updated: February 09, 2012 - 5:05 am

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. — Missouri senators have endorsed a bill that could make life a little easier for college transfer students.

The Senate gave first-round approval Wednesday to a bill that would require public college and universities to designate 25 lower-level college courses for which students can receive credit if they transfer to a new school elsewhere in Missouri
Sponsoring Sen. David Pearce has said such a library could make it easier for students to transfer coursework and finish their bachelor's degrees.

Transfer students sometimes lose credit for courses they have already passed at their old school if a course doesn't meet the academic requirements of their new school.

The Senate must approve the legislation once more before it goes to the House.

Romney Missouri backers say he has to step up his game

Blunt describes candidate's disappointing primary shot as "no money and no effort'

Written by Deirdre Shesgreen – Springfield News-Leader
5:26 AM, Feb. 9, 2012  

WASHINGTON — Sen. Roy Blunt said Wednesday he was disappointed that Mitt Romney did not put any time or money into Missouri’s presidential preference primary.

“No money and no effort,” Blunt, R-Mo., said when asked about the results of Tuesday’s vote, in which ex-Sen. Rick Santorum won 55 percent of the vote to Romney’s 25 percent. “... This has got to be the only state where Rick Santorum spent all of the TV money.”

He and others who support Romney emphasized that Missouri’s results were not binding — and that Romney and other GOP presidential candidates will get another chance to woo voters in this battleground state next month, when Republicans hold caucuses to divvy up GOP delegates to the convention.

“It was just kind of a beauty contest and not that many people paid attention to it,” Rep. Billy Long, R-Springfield.

Noting that Santorum was the only candidate who made a serious effort in Missouri, Long said, “When there’s only one dog in the field, that dog is going to win.” The caucus, he added, will be “a whole different animal.”

Still, Romney’s defeat in Missouri came even though the former Massachusetts governor had snagged the support of Blunt, Long, and other members of Missouri’s GOP establishment. Blunt and ex-Sen. Jim Talent endorsed Romney early in the GOP contest. Long added his support last month.

And even though it was nonbinding, Santorum’s Missouri victory took on added significance because he also racked up big wins in Colorado and Minnesota on Tuesday. With that three-state sweep, Santorum has new momentum heading into Super Tuesday, the March 6 contest when voters in 10 states will cast their ballots.

Romney “probably didn’t think (Missouri) mattered, and in isolation Missouri doesn’t matter,” said Peverill Squire, a political science professor at the University of Missouri. “But the fact that Santorum finished ahead in all three contests, it became part of the storyline.”

Now Romney will have to try to reverse his loss in Missouri before the March 17 caucus, his supporters said.

“Missouri’s delegates are still very much up for grabs,” Blunt said. He noted that Romney has “the organization and the resources to go the distance in this election.”

Long conceded that Romney’s loss in Missouri “to a degree” highlighted Romney’s tough path to winning over conservatives.

Santorum got a “good bump yesterday” and “right now, the conservatives are saying, ‘He’s our man,’” Long said.

But Romney can turn things around by emphasizing Santorum’s support for earmarks and other spending bills when he was in the Senate, which Long said demonstrates that the former Pennsylvania lawmaker is not a true fiscal conservative.

“They’ve got to work people and get them motivated to show up for those caucuses,” he said.

Squire said it would be hard for Romney to pull out a caucus win now, because Tuesday’s tally for Santorum will “put pressure on Missouri Republicans to reflect the will of the people who showed up to vote.

“It’s going to be difficult for Republican leaders to walk away from what the rank and file has expressed.”

Then again, he said, “Things change so rapidly in this campaign. We might be talking about a whole set of different circumstances by then.”

Missouri GOP caucuses look to be truer test than primary 

BY JAKE WAGMAN – St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
Posted: Thursday, February 9, 2012 12:15 am 

ST. LOUIS • Rick Santorum scored his best night of the primary season on Tuesday, securing victories in three states, including a symbolic win in Missouri.

But while the former Pennsylvania senator carried the Show-Me state by a wide margin — he won every county and had more votes than all of the other GOP contenders combined — he'll find a much different landscape when he returns to Missouri for next month's caucuses, which, unlike Tuesday's vote, will actually count toward awarding convention delegates.

Santorum ran virtually uncontested on Tuesday. He was the only candidate to do any campaigning in the run-up to the vote. GOP front-runner Mitt Romney avoided the state altogether, while former House Speaker Newt Gingrich wasn't even on the ballot.

And turnout was paltry, with more than 9 of 10 voters staying home.

Santorum's success Tuesday may indeed give him a foundation of support and even mark him as the favorite to win the state's March 17 caucuses. But the unpredictability of the process and the tendency for momentum to be fleeting in this year's nominating contest means when it comes to looking ahead, little is certain.

The caucuses could actually provide a boost for a candidate such as Ron Paul, a skilled organizer who has cultivated an enthusiastic base of support. It's hard to predict what role Gingrich, whose fortunes continue to roller-coaster, will play in the Missouri results. Of course, if the well-funded Romney decides to make Missouri a priority, he could quickly change the equation.

"The caucuses are very much more grass-roots, organized, structured type politics," said state Sen. Scott Rupp, R-Wentzville, a Santorum supporter. "There is a very high possibility that those candidates that are very organized on a grass-roots level will have the best showing."

Republicans can expect relatively small numbers of voters to take part in caucuses — tens of thousands, as opposed to the hundreds of thousands that cast a ballot in even a lightly patronized primary election. The process will play out on a Saturday.

Romney, the former Massachusetts governor, has at least one advantage: the support of many GOP power brokers in Missouri, from U.S. Sen. Roy Blunt, who has been tasked with corralling support for Romney on Capitol Hill, to former U.S. Sen. Jim Talent, who is advising Romney on the campaign trail.

Talking about Tuesday's victory for Santorum in Missouri, Talent compared it with a game where "only one team was playing."

"It wasn't an indicator of Missouri Republicans because Rick was the only one who campaigned," Talent said. "He was able to get out his message without anybody challenging it. That won't be the case with the caucuses."

Talent said the Romney campaign already is lining up county coordinators and preparing a get-out-the-vote effort, adding that he expects a 'strong effort" in Missouri from Romney's national campaign and a visit to Missouri by the candidate.

Santorum, meanwhile, is trying to build on his momentum. Speaking at a rally Tuesday night in St. Charles, Santorum told supporters that he still needs their help.

"We're not done yet with you here in Missouri," Santorum said. "You've got a caucus coming up."

Santorum also sent out a fundraising appeal Wednesday saying that he had 'shocked the moderate establishment and pulled off what the media elites said was impossible by winning three huge contests that we were told we couldn't win."

While no delegates were awarded in Missouri, media outlets across the country treated the outcome as if a great deal was at stake.

The front page of the Washington Post, for example, featured a four-column photo of Santorum with the headline, "Santorum's Breakthrough Night" and mentioned Missouri first in an accompanying story about his victories Tuesday night.

Missouri may have given Santorum a push, but Missourians have not yet given him the wherewithal he will need to compete: Santorum reported just $7,000 in donations from Missouri in financial disclosures last week, compared with well over $1 million in Missouri money donated to Romney's campaign and hundreds of thousands more to his super PAC.

Whether the path to the nomination ultimately leads through Missouri remains unclear. It will largely depend on what happens on March 6 — "Super Tuesday" — when 10 states weigh in on the Republican candidates for president. If Romney performs especially well on Super Tuesday, the likelihood of a meaningful Missouri caucus could be greatly diminished.

But if the race grows even tighter, look for the national focus — and the candidates — to zoom in on Missouri again.

THE PAUL FACTOR

A caucus system is much different from a traditional election. In Missouri, voters will meet at county or township level meetings on March 17 to determine their preference for the nominee.

While attendees may go through several rounds of voting, the key to victory is getting the most supporters to the polls. Money never hurts, but, as Santorum showed in his narrow victory in the Iowa caucuses, it may be more important to identify a core group of dedicated supporters rather than blanket the state with television ads or direct mail.

When Missouri Republicans last used a caucus to pick their favorite candidate for president in 1996, it was Pat Buchanan's army of supporters that helped him upset the eventual nominee, Bob Dole.

For the moment, though, the candidate with the most visible presence in Missouri may be Paul, whose supporters have set up an office in Brentwood.

Mike Carter, a Republican candidate for lieutenant governor from O'Fallon, Mo., said he's in the process of arranging a slate of delegates for Paul, who has attracted many volunteers in the St. Louis area.

The caucuses, Carter said, are "a more intimate, rubber-to-the-road setting than a primary, and real supporters show up. So it's better for him."

Critics of the caucus process point out that even the most lightly attended primary vote has a greater turnout than a caucus.

In Tuesday's election, over 326,000 ballots were cast in an extremely low turnout election. In 1996, only about 20,000 participated in the caucus, according to Secretary of State Robin Carnahan's office.

Tuesday's "beauty contest" primary was the result of an attempt by the state GOP to comply with national party bylaws that permitted only a handful of states to hold primaries before March 6. After attempts to move the primary date back failed, the party opted to go to a caucus system to select its preferred nominee — rendering the previously scheduled election inert.

Initially, local election officials predicted about a 23 percent turnout in Tuesday's election. But that estimate may have relied too much on past primary elections, when convention delegates were at stake. The actual turnout statewide Tuesday was 8 percent.

Southwest Missouri, with its concentration of conservative voters, had the strongest turnout. St. Louis and St. Louis County had turnouts of less than 8 percent, as did Jefferson County. Turnout in St. Charles County was about 9 percent.

Levee group plans weekend meeting in Columbia 

Southeast Missourian
Feb 9, 5:01 AM EST 

NEW MADRID, Mo. (AP) -- The Missouri Levee and Drainage District Association is meeting this weekend in Columbia to talk about recovering from last year's heavy flooding.

The association says speakers at Saturday's event will include Gov. Jay Nixon, Sens. Roy Blunt and Claire McCaskill and U.S. Reps. Blaine Luetkemeyer and Vicky Hartzler, who will talk about legislative efforts to provide funding for repairs.

Officials with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers also will be on hand to talk about the status of levee repairs.

An intentional breaching of the Bird's Point levee last spring in southwest Missouri successfully lowered the level of the flooding on the Mississippi River, but inundated 130,000 acres of farmland. In the northwest part of the state, the Missouri River flooded more than 200,000 acres of cropland last year.

Corps of Engineers to host open house today

Southeast Missourian
Thursday, February 9, 2012

The St. Louis District of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is hosting an open house to provide background information and gather feedback on the scope of an environmental assessment of new river training structures on the middle Mississippi River. 

The event will take place from 6 to 8 p.m. today in the multipurpose room at the Conservation Nature Center in Cape Girardeau. The open house will include a brief overview of the corps' river engineering mission and information stations on river training structures with subject-matter experts available to answer any questions and get input from the public on what information should be considered in the assessment. 

Pertinent address: 

2289 County Park Drive, Cape Girardeau, MO 

Columbia City Council votes to adopt improvement projects, seek federal funding

BY Antony Lee – Columbia Missourian
Wednesday, February 8, 2012 | 7:04 p.m. CST; updated 9:46 p.m. CST, Wednesday, February 8, 2012 

COLUMBIA — Although federal money is scarce, the City Council approved a list of improvement projects for which it is seeking millions of dollars from the federal government.

The request includes projects such as runway and terminal improvements at Columbia Regional Airport and the paving and landscaping of Eighth Street, also known as the Historic Avenue of the Columns.

With the national debt running extremely high, however, the prospect of receiving federal money for local projects is bleak.

"Money is tight in Washington," said Paul Sloca, spokesman for 9th District U.S. Rep. Blaine Luetkemeyer, R-St. Elizabeth. "Some tough decisions are going to be made with regard to the federal budget and getting spending under control."

The problem is, Sloca added, we're $15 trillion in debt.

"It's just hard to find money right now."

Still, the city is continuing in its quest for federal money to cover the cost of several major projects. The council voted Monday night to adopt a list of projects.

"Our next step is to determine what potential funding sources are and communicate with our congressional delegation to make sure we put our best case forward," Toni Messina, a spokeswoman for the city, said. 

Columbia officials reached out to Luetkemeyer's office in January seeking a point of contact for future requests, Sloca said. Luetkemeyer's office has heard nothing from the city since.

"The list is similar to lists we've submitted in the past," Messina said. "One of the differences this year is we need to work with funding agencies to get on their list of planned projects."

The city has yet to submit official requests to federal agencies such as the U.S. Department of Transportation, Messina said.

Fifth Ward Councilwoman Helen Anthony said it's incumbent upon the city to do everything it can to secure federal aid.

"There's a certain procedure that has to be followed to qualify for federal assistance," Anthony said. "This is the start of the process."

The 2012 federal priorities are associated mostly with long-standing and continuing capital project needs, according to a report to the council from City Manager Mike Matthes. These had been targeted for earmarks in past years.

An earmark is an amount of federal money designated for a specific project.

"Blaine does not support earmarks," Sloca said. "He never has." 

Spokespeople for U.S. Sens. Roy Blunt, R-Mo., and Claire McCaskill, D-Mo., said they hadn't seen the city's list of funding priorities and had little to say about them.

Matthes highlighted the airport among several other "high priority goals" the city would communicate to various levels of government.

Boone County also supports the East Columbia transportation extension project, the airport expansion project and the Two-Mile Prairie wastewater treatment facility project, which would accommodate an expanded airport, according to the report.

Those are three of the 11 proposals in the resolution approved by the council.

"We hope we receive federal assistance for some of these projects," Anthony said.

Sixth Ward Councilwoman Barbara Hoppe said she was pleased to see a project to improve the U.S. 63 and Route AC interchange on the list. The project would improve the interchange with ramps and traffic signals.

"That's a nightmare we've been trying to get improvement on for many years," Hoppe said during the meeting.

However, this is just the start of the process in receiving federal assistance.

"It's tough right now," Anthony said. "Federal funding is difficult." 

Republican-defector Davis returns to old political home for primary 


By Jason Rosenbaum, special to the Beacon    

Posted 2:19 pm Wed., 2.8.12 

Even though she's running as the Constitution Party's candidate for lieutenant governor, former Republican state Rep. Cynthia Davis returned to her roots Tuesday to vote in the non-binding Republican presidential primary.

Cynthia Davis, a lieutenant governor candidate for the Constitution Party, talks with reporters at a gathering celebrating former U.S. Sen. Rick Santorum's victory in the Missouri primary. Davis left the Republican Party to pursue a third-party run, but said she was excited about his win in the non-binding primary.

Davis, the former chair of the St. Charles County GOP, declined to say for whom she voted. But she offered a strong hint by showing up at Republican presidential candidate Rick Santorum's victory party Tuesday night at the St. Charles County convention center.

Davis said she was ecstatic about Santorum's resounding victory over former Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney.

Davis defended her decision to take a GOP ballot by noting that the Constitution Party did not have any presidential candidates on its Missouri presidential-primary ballot.

"I think that it's important to vote -- at least I got my $21 worth," said Davis on Wednesday, alluding to the primary's $7 million statewide cost, even though the Republican portion did not allocate any delegates. She also said it was an "honor" for a presidential candidate to come to St. Charles County.

As for Santorum, Davis said she has often found common cause with the former Pennsylvania senator, who has made opposition to abortion and same-sex marriage key planks of his campaign.

"I’m a political observer and I’m a family-values champion," Davis said in an interview. "And when I see somebody else who champions family values win in Missouri, that’s good news for me. Because that means come next November, people are going to want a family/economic policy candidate."

Davis added that Santorum’s victory is "going to make the country talk about values" and "the importance of having a family platform – a pro-marriage platform."

"That is what defines Santorum – that is the only point that has distinguished him in a big way from the others," Davis said. "Am I wrong? You tell me. You’ve got to admit, he’s the family guy – totally. And I’m the family lady – I’m the family lieutenant governor choice."

Davis contended that the nation's social-values debate "is driving the economic crisis."

"Think about this," Davis said. "It’s the escalation of spending that has tarnished our ability to be prosperous. OK and what’s driving the spending – the breakdown of the family more than anything."

The race of lieutenant governor is quickly becoming Missouri’s most crowded statewide contest. In addition to incumbent Lt. Gov. Peter Kinder, the Republican contenders include state Sen. Brad Lager, R-Savannah, Wentzville attorney Mike Carter and, most likely, also state Sen. Luann Ridgeway, R-Smithville.

The Democratic field thus far includes former state Auditor Susan Montee, former state Rep. Judy Baker, D-Columbia, state Rep. Sara Lampe, D-Springfield, and state conservation commissioner Becky Plattner.

Davis contended that Santorum’s victory could trickle down to her own third-party effort.

"Missouri just proved a point that we care about family, we care about economic policies that Rick Santorum is in favor of," Davis said. "And I’m the closest match to what you’ll find in terms of supporting the bedrock of our society."

At the victory party, Davis also confronted another blast from her political past. Santorum's warm-up speaker was state Sen. Scott Rupp, R-Wentzville, who defeated Davis in a 2010 primary. She unsuccessfully sought to unseat Rupp by contending that he wasn't conservative enough.

But on Tuesday, Rupp and Davis may have been on the same side.

Mo. AG candidate objects to birth control order 

Southeast Missourian
Feb 8, 5:23 PM EST

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- Republican attorney general candidate Ed Martin wants Missouri to object to a federal decision requiring church-affiliated employers to cover birth control.

The federal health care law requires most employers and insurance plans to cover birth control free of charge. Churches do not have to follow the requirement, but President Barack Obama's administration has announced many religious-affiliated institutions such as hospitals, colleges and charities must comply after a year phase-in period.

Martin on Wednesday urged Missouri Attorney General Chris Koster to object and to file a lawsuit if necessary. Martin was speaking from a St. Louis-area Catholic hospital where his fourth child was born this week.

Koster, a Democrat, was elected in 2008 and is serving his first term. A spokeswoman for Koster did not immediately return a call seeking comment.

St. Louis man carrying petition forms for A Safer Missouri is fatally shot

BY CHRISTINE BYERS – St. Louis Post-Dispatch
Posted: Wednesday, February 8, 2012 2:45 pm 

UPDATED at 2:45 p.m. with victim's name

ST. LOUIS • A man who was found shot multiple times and carrying petitions to support A Safer Missouri's local control ballot initiative Tuesday night has died, according to police.

Police found 55-year-old Darryl Winston of the 4400 block of Anderson Avenue in an alley between Holly and Clarence avenues near Carter Avenue just before 9 p.m. Tuesday. He was taken to a hospital, where he died at about 11 a.m. today.

He had been shot multiple times in the chest, police say.

Police say witnesses heard two men arguing before the shooting. Police did not have any information on a suspect.

It was unclear whether Winston had been collecting petitions in that neighborhood at the time of the shooting.

A Safer Missouri Citizens' Coalition is sponsoring the 2012 ballot initiative to return control of the St. Louis police department to the city from the state.

A Safer Missouri Citizens' Coalition contracted with National Petition Management to hire workers to collect signatures. About 100 workers signed up to work at polling places yesterday to collect signatures from registered voters, said National Petition Management president Lee Albright.

"We have no idea out of that 100 who it may be," Albright said. "Everyone called back at the end of the day."

Albright said it is unlikely the man was collecting signatures at the time of the shooting because it is not the company's protocol to have workers out that late at night. He said the company employs its workers as independent contractors and pays them per signature.

"They work their own locations and at their own pace," Albright said.

According to A Safer Missouri Citizen's Coalition website: "We have just begun our campaign and are building our coalition, which will eventually include thousands of people statewide...Soon, you may see people in your community gathering signatures to put the Safer Missouri Coalition Initiative on the 2012 ballot." 

Man Collecting Signatures To Make Streets Safer Killed In St. Louis

George Sells, Andy Banker Reporter  - KTVI
9:49 p.m. CST, February 8, 2012

ST. LOUIS, MO (KTVI-FOX2now.com)— A 55 year old man collecting signatures for local control of the St. Louis Police Department is dead. He was shot ten times with those petitions still in his possession.

He had been circulating petitions to, in the eyes of many, improve the St. Louis police department.  But now Darryl Winston, of north St. Louis is dead after being shot ten times just blocks from his home.  Petitions for Safer Missouri’s local control initiative were in his possession when he died.

The shooting happened about 9pm Wednesday in an alley just off of Carter.  Neighbors, who didn’t want to be identified, say there was a hail of gunfire.  Several people rushed to Winston’s aid, and thought he was already dead when they got there.  But they say his legs began moving, and EMS rushed him to the hospital. 

Neighborhood political activists say shootings are all too common here, and the fact someone trying to do some good was killed is all the more unsettling. 

“It’s not good. Looks bad on the neighborhood and it looks bad on the community,” Democratic committeeman Kerry Wilson said.

The petition Winston had been circulating is aimed at putting the local control issue on the November ballot.  A vote in favor would bring control of the St. Louis police back to the city from Jefferson City for the first time since the Civil War.  The city’s police officer’s union is supporting the measure. 

“It’s our understanding the gentleman was not engaged in collecting signatures at that time,” union business manager Jeff Roorda said.  “But as is always the case when one of our citizens gets shot or killed, we’re concerned and our heart goes out to the family.”

The fact that a man doing work that would seemingly improve the police department died in a violent crime carries an irony that isn’t lost on anyone.

“We want St. Louis to be a safer place and we believe if we’re all working together, city hall, the police department, and the rank and file, it becomes a safer place and it’s more of a paradox than an irony,” Roorda told us.

Wilson said, “We need more cops, one way or the other and local control would more likely, in my opinion, have a direct effect on that.”

The motive in the shooting appears to be a simple street robbery.  At this point police have no suspects.   

Winston`s family delivered pleas for people to help find his killer on Fox 2 News, Wednesday night. 

"Uncle Darryl," his smiling 2 year old nephew tried to say in Winston`s front yard Wednesday night.  The boy could not grasp of what happened  a few blocks from his uncle`s house.

The litter of police markers where the shells from the killer`s bullets fell, gave an idea of the terrible death Winston suffered, shot repeatedly in his torso and lower extremities, police said.  

"Uncle Darryl," the little boy struggled to say again.  "Uncle Darryl, yeah," said the boy`s grandma, Anita Keely, who was holding the little one.  

"For him to go out the way he did, it`s just sad.  One thing I can say about him is he loved his family.  He loved his nieces, nephews," said his niece, Ramonica Keely.

Winston had been looking forward to his big brother  Walter`s wedding to Anita Keely, Sunday.  
His niece, Charlene Bratton, remembered talking to him on the phone when she was at the mall a couple of hours before the shooting. 

"He told me to  bring shirt back for him for the wedding.  And that was the last time I heard from him, even talked to him," she said.  

"After the wedding Sunday, it`s turning out to be a funeral.  He was looking forward to this wedding.   That`s all we talked about:  `this wedding, this wedding`," Anita Keely said.  

"I hope this person or persons is caught and is punished.  For the people who saw this happen, just think, the same thing could happen to your family, to your loved ones," Walter Winston said.  

The Safer Missouri Citizen`s Coaltion released a statement Wednesday saying, 'We are deeply saddened by this violence and this tragic event reaffirms the importance of working with police on a local level in order to make our streets safer.'

"My brother, he knew he wanted to do positive things.  If it meant having people sign petitions for the police department, that`s what he`d done," his brother, Walter said.  "The person or persons that killed him are going to be punished.  Someday, somewhere, they`re going to be punished."

"Please, hope that somebody comes forward, and get this load of out chest.  Whoever it is, please come and tell us what happened," Anita Keely said. 

ECC Prepares for More Cuts 

Posted: Wednesday, February 8, 2012 2:30 pm | Updated: 9:50 am, Wed Feb 8, 2012. 

East Central College is facing potential cuts of more than $600,000 in state funding if the budget proposed by Gov. Jay Nixon for fiscal year 2013 is upheld by legislators in May.

“This would be our third year of cuts and each year they have been progressively worse,” said Dr. Ed Jackson, ECC president.

Jackson and the other presidents and chancellors from all of the public colleges and universities in the state are scheduled to meet with the governor Thursday, Feb. 9.

“In 2011 our state aid was reduced 5.2 percent, and this year we saw a 7 percent reduction,” Jackson said. “If the cuts proposed by Gov. Nixon are approved, our total reduction will amount to $1.3 million over three years. We would be receiving the same level of support from the state as we did in 1997.”

Jackson said that part of the reason the budget for next year is uncertain is due to the fact that American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) money will not be a factor.

Dr. Jon Bauer, vice president of finance and administration, stated that the college has already started working on the budget for the 2013 fiscal year that begins July 1.

“We will look at cutting expenses wherever possible, and unfortunately, we’ll need to look at combining those cuts with an increase in tuition,” Bauer said. “Additional cuts will affect the quality in instruction and services that we can provide to our students.”

Even if tuition goes up, East Central will continue to be very affordable, Bauer said.

“For several years, tuition at ECC has been the lowest in the state,” he said. “We want to continue to be among the most affordable institutions in Missouri.”

This year ECC has a budget of almost $18.4 million.

State aid accounts for 27 percent of revenue. More than 32 percent comes from local sales tax revenue and student tuition and fees account for almost 39 percent of the money coming into the college.

Restoration of $40 million to Missouri campuses hailed as 'life raft' for hard-hit colleges 


By Jo Mannies and Dale Singer, Beacon staff    

Updated 8:53 pm Wed., 2.8.12 

One day after Missouri Gov. Jay Nixon said he was restoring $40 million to cuts he had recommended to state funding for public colleges and universities, the state's commissioner of higher education said he expects campus officials to greet the news "like a drowning person reaches for a life raft."

Whether the money will be enough to reduce looming tuition increases, though, remains to be seen.

Nixon made his announcement shortly after Attorney General Chris Koster said Tuesday that the state should receive $140 million in a massive mortgage settlement.

UPDATE: The details of the $25 billion settlement are slated to unveiled as soon as Thursday, according to news reports. End update

Nixon, a Democrat up for re-election this fall, has been under fire for weeks over his proposed budget for the coming fiscal year; it called for cutting $106 million from higher education spending. The governor said he had little choice because the state's finances will take a hit with the end of federal stimulus spending.

Whether the money will be enough to ease expected increases in tuition is another matter. A statement released today by University of Missouri spokeswoman Jennifer Hollingshead said:

“We are pleased that Gov. Nixon has reduced the budget cut for higher education from $106 million to $66 million and we look forward to meeting with Gov. Nixon later this week to discuss it. We are still determining what this change means to our tuition recommendation to the Board of Curators. We all are interested in making higher education more affordable and accessible.” 

 David Russell, Missouri's commissioner for higher education, had similar thoughts about tuition, saying in an email that "I am optimistic that that the governor’s bold move to reduce the cut to higher education in FY13 from 12.5 percent to approximately 8 percent will enable our colleges and universities to hold tuition hikes closer to the cost of living index. That would be good news for Missouri students and their families."

As far as the reaction from leaders of public colleges and universities around the state, Russell said:

"Higher education leaders have received the news with enormous relief, as they had few options available to them to absorb the 12.5 percent cut  proposed in the governor’s budget request for FY13. I have not encountered anyone in the halls of the Capitol who wanted to see the higher education budget slashed again.

"In the same context, our colleges and universities did not  want to raise tuition and fees any more than absolutely necessary to meet a budget gap or cover rising costs of academic programs, insurance, health care benefits and other operating costs. I imagine they will embrace this decision by Governor Nixon like a drowning person reaches for a life raft." 

According to Linda Luebbering, the state budget director, the University of Missouri system would get the largest share of the $40 million, nearly $18.8 million that would supplement the governor's earlier recommendation of $348.3 million for the system. 

Other universities' shares of the new money would range from $3.7 million for Missouri State University in Springfield down to $452,000 for Harris-Stowe State University. St. Louis Community College would get the highest share among public colleges, at nearly $2.1 million. 

Koster (right), also a Democrat (and expected to run for governor in 2016), offered the unexpected lifeline Tuesday when he announced Missouri's take of a national settlement in a case against the nation's biggest mortgage institutions, which stood accused of what Nixon called "flawed and fraudulent foreclosure practices that led to the housing crisis."

Nixon (left) immediately latched onto Koster's help and declared that $40 million from the settlement will be used to restore some of the planned trims. Under the settlement, the rest is earmarked for affected homeowners.

"This has been a lengthy and extremely complex settlement process, and I commend Attorney General Koster for his dedicated and persistent leadership at every stage of the negotiations,"  Nixon said in a statement.  "This settlement with America’s largest mortgage banks will help the states and individual consumers continue their economic recovery."

The governor added that he "will meet with the presidents and chancellors of Missouri’s two- and four-year colleges and universities in his office on Thursday to brief them on these developments and the amendment to his recommended budget."

"While these negotiations have been ongoing for many months, these additional resources were not certain as we prepared our initial recommended budget for fiscal year 2013," Nixon said.  "Now that we have additional information about the settlement, I am immediately amending my recommended budget to restore $40 million in funding for Missouri’s colleges and universities.  My administration remains committed to working with our colleges and universities to make higher education more affordable and accessible for Missouri families."

$40 million to higher education could temper possible tuition increases

BY Breanna Dumbacher, Celia Ampel – Columbia Missourian
Wednesday, February 8, 2012 | 8:56 p.m. CST; updated 11:58 p.m. CST, Wednesday, February 8, 2012 

COLUMBIA — If a nationwide mortgage settlement nets money for the state, proposed MU tuition hikes might be softened, university Budget Director Tim Rooney said Wednesday.

At a presentation to faculty, Rooney calculated that if $40 million comes back into the higher education budget, MU could reduce its proposed tuition increases from 7.5 percent to 5 percent.

Gov. Jay Nixon said Tuesday that $40 million from the settlement might be allocated to two- and four-year public colleges and universities in Missouri, lessening the 15 percent cut to higher education he proposed in January.

No guarantees

Rooney emphasized at the presentation that the allocation of the money — and its potential effects on MU's budget — are far from certain.

Even if the money comes through, it won't change anything after the 2012-13 fiscal year, Provost Brian Foster said.

"That's one-time money," Foster said at the meeting.

State Budget Director Linda Luebbering said there is still a process to go through to finalize the amount of funding higher education receives from the state.

The legislature is in charge of deciding the final amount that is put in the state budget, which will be divided among Missouri's public colleges and universities. The legislature must have the decision about the amount of funding, along with all appropriation bills, finalized by May 4.

Luebbering said that any proposed increases to funding are estimates at this point. She said Attorney General Chris Koster's statement that Missouri will be participating in the settlement is a good sign, but there is no guarantee that the money will come through.

Regardless of the amount, the funds would not be available until the start of the new fiscal year in July. 

Where MU stands now

If the $40 million doesn't come through, Nixon's proposed 15 percent cut to higher education will likely become a reality.

"The governor's proposed budget is almost always the one that's approved," Rooney said.

Even before the cut, MU's state funding is behind that of most other states.

Here's how the state measures up:
Missouri ranks 44th in the nation in per-pupil state funding for higher education for the 2011-2012 fiscal year.

The state's per-pupil higher education funding is far below that of the other states that contain Southeastern Conference schools.

MU's tuition and fees for 2011-12 amount to $8,989, compared to an average of $10,434 for public institutions in the Association of American Universities. The discrepancy means that MU is not bringing in as much revenue from tuition as other AAU members.

Rooney described MU's budget as a tree. The roots are tuition and state funding. The trunk is the operating fund, which is the $510 million part of the budget that MU can freely allocate. It includes funding for building maintenance and salaries for faculty and staff.

"A good trunk of a tree needs a good root system," Rooney said.

The branches of the tree represent funding designated for specific areas, such as grants, gifts and school- and service-specific fees. University-based businesses, such as KOMU, MU athletics, the bookstore and the hospital, cover their own expenses and generate their own income, but pay an overhead cost to MU.

None of those branches could function without academic programs, Rooney said.

The roots must balance each other: Rooney said when state funding goes down, tuition must go up.

"There's a direct relationship between those two," he said.

How should MU fill the gap?

Rooney said one option was delaying a proposed 3 percent merit-based salary increase for MU faculty.

At a University of Missouri System Board of Curators meeting held Feb. 2, several curators said that if possible, they would like to retain the proposed salary increases.

Another possibility is using evening hours to teach classes, Rooney said. That would free up building space during the day, which would make increasing enrollment easier to manage.

At some point, there could be program reductions, Rooney said. But programs bring in revenue, and it takes years to reduce them.

Chemical engineering professor Galen Suppes suggested implementing hybrid teaching methods: Some classes could be taught partially in a classroom and partially online, reducing classroom use.

Foster said Suppes' idea is a good one, but that hybrid teaching can't be put in place overnight, and there would be costs for added technology. However, at the curators' meeting last week, a new eLearning system was widely discussed and is already in early stages of operation. 

For now, furloughs and early retirement are not on the table, Rooney said. Those decisions would need to be made on a system-wide basis.

Looking ahead

With the exact amount of higher education funding still up in the air, the Board of Curators has not yet discussed budget options that include the extra $40 million. 

UM System spokeswoman Jennifer Hollingshead said the System is pleased with the proposed reductions in higher education budget cuts, but the Board of Curators does not yet have a plan about how the proposed increase in funding will affect issues discussed at last week’s board meeting, including tuition, the merit pool and maintenance needs.

The board plans to meet sometime in mid-to-late February to vote on the proposed tuition increase. 

SEMO announces $178K for flood-hit Mo. areas 

Southeast Missourian
Feb 9, 5:02 AM EST

CAPE GIRARDEAU, Mo. (AP) -- Southeast Missouri State University has announced $178,903 to help people create new businesses in flood-battered areas.

The money comes from the Cape Girardeau school's Douglas C. Greene Center for Innovation and Entrepreneurship and the Delta Regional Authority.

The Delta Regional Authority was created by Congress. It offers funding for small business and community development projects in 252 counties and parishes considered to be part of the Mississippi River Delta region.

The grant money will be used to offer four six-week classes in the Missouri communities of Cape Girardeau, Piedmont, Sikeston and Charleston.

Participants will learn basic skills needed to become small-business owners and receive help analyzing the feasibility of their business ideas. Money also will be available to allow participants to compete for small start-up grants.

Nixon visits SEMO to announce business grant program

By Erin Ragan - Southeast Missourian
Thursday, February 9, 2012

Gov. Jay Nixon joined the Delta Regional Authority's federal co-chairman and Southeast Missouri State University's president Wednesday morning in Cape Girardeau to announce a new initiative the parties say will generate job growth in the region. 

The Delta Regional Authority will contribute $145,500 and the university will contribute $25,000 to Operation Jumpstart, a program through the university's Center for Innovation and Entrepreneurship that trains people to become small-business owners, develop business ideas and compete for small startup grants. According to a news release from the university, its $25,000 contribution to the initiative will provide grants to entrepreneurs. 

Nixon, who is the state's co-chairman of the Delta Regional Authority, emphasized the importance of small startup businesses in creating jobs and increasing exports from Missouri. 

The grants will allow Operation Jumpstart courses to expand in Cape Girardeau and into Piedmont, Sikeston and Charleston. The courses will be offered at night for six weeks beginning in early March. 

"I encourage folks to take advantage of this opportunity," Nixon said. 

He also expressed confidence the initiative is a good use of public money that will be successful in creating jobs. 

Nixon visited Cape Girardeau last year to help announce the kickoff of the 2011 Operation Jumpstart program through the Center for Innovation and Entrepreneurship, which trained 65 people and helped launch 17 businesses using grant funds from the Delta Regional Authority. This year's grant, known under project name JumpStarting Missouri Communities Post-Flood, targets 14 area counties affected by last year's flooding and has a goal of training 80 people and creating 25 businesses and 35 jobs. According to a report on the economic aftermath from Mississippi River flooding in 2011, small businesses are most likely to be affected, and 93 percent of Missouri businesses are considered small. 

The Delta Regional Authority's federal co-chairman, Chris Masingill, said his organization is investing in the initiative to continue creating a support structure that provides technical resources and training so would-be entrepreneurs have the resources they need. 

"This will give more people not only the opportunity to create their own businesses, but to work for themselves and provide good-paying jobs," Masingill said. 

The Delta Regional Authority invests in public infrastructure, transportation, workforce development and business development in a region that includes 252 counties in parts of eight states. Investments come through the authority's States Economic Development Assistance Program. 

University president Dr. Ken Dobbins and Masingill pointed to data showing that since 1992, more than 80 percent of all new jobs in Missouri came from companies with nine or fewer employees. 

Dobbins said the university is at the forefront of forming partnerships to create jobs in the region and that partnerships between the Center for Innovation and Entrepreneurship and communities in recent years have prompted more than 300 startup businesses and 800 jobs. Past and current initiatives and programs through the center rely on federal and state agency grant funding. 

Following the news conference where the grant announcement was made, Nixon toured the center. 

Sign-up information and online registration for Operation Jumpstart courses can be found at www.semo.edu/cie. Registration is open for the Jumpstart courses and various other training from the CIE. Deadlines vary by location of courses, and early registration is encouraged. 

eragan@semissourian.com 

388-3627 

Pertinent address: 

926 Broadway, Cape Girardeau, MO 

Senate endorses college transfer credit library 

Southeast Missourian
Feb 9, 5:02 AM EST

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- Missouri senators have endorsed a bill that could make life a little easier for college transfer students.

The Senate gave first-round approval Wednesday to a bill that would require public college and universities to designate 25 lower-level college courses for which students can receive credit if they transfer to a new school elsewhere in Missouri

Sponsoring Sen. David Pearce has said such a library could make it easier for students to transfer coursework and finish their bachelor's degrees.

Transfer students sometimes lose credit for courses they have already passed at their old school if a course doesn't meet the academic requirements of their new school.

The Senate must approve the legislation once more before it goes to the House.

Dieckhaus Pushes Bill to Change Teacher Tenure, Evaluations 

By Scott Rosenbaum, Missourian Correspondent The Missourian 
Posted: Wednesday, February 8, 2012 8:00 am | Updated: 5:02 pm, Tue Feb 7, 2012. 

State Rep. Scott Dieckhaus, R-Washington, is pushing for legislation that would make major changes to how teachers are tenured and evaluated.

Earlier this year, Dieckhaus introduced House Bill 1526 which includes a number of changes to teacher contracting and evaluations. According to a bill summary, Dieckhaus' legislation would make it so that a teacher who completed a one-year contract may be granted a contract for a period of two to four years. A teacher who receives two successive annual evaluations of "ineffective," according to the summary, will not be kept at a particular district.

Additionally, the bill would alter the allowable causes for termination. It would remove "unfit mental and physical condition, immoral conduct, and incompetency" and replace it with "unsatisfactory performance based on an evaluation on specified teaching standards and performance measures and specified immoral conduct."

"The first part deals with the permanent contract status that we currently have in the statute," Dieckhaus said in a telephone interview. "And instead replaces it with a multiyear contract system ranging from two to four years. Under the new system, teachers would be evaluated multiple times each year. And that's significantly important so that teachers get feedback more often."

The bill would also mandate that 50 percent of a teacher's evaluation would be measured using what Dieckhaus describes as "student growth." Asked about the specifics of that measurement, Dieckhaus said he is working with some of the different education groups "to try to find a way that would give quite a bit of flexibility to the local districts.

"The school district would still be able to define what its in-class room evaluation looks like that are traditional," Dieckhaus said. "That would count for 50 percent of the teacher's overall evaluation. The other 50 percent would be measured using student growth, which essentially is an objective measurement of what is happening with each student while they're in a specific teacher's classroom."

The bill also would strip out language in the statute mandating minimal salary requirements for teachers with masters' degrees. It also would make performance - not seniority - a deciding factor in whether to lay off a teacher in a district with financial constraints.

"Essentially when school districts are going through a reduction in force situation, right now the statute mandates that the last teacher hired has to be the first person dismissed," Dieckhaus said. "There's no emphasis based on a teacher's performance level. And in some cases we're taking quality teachers outside of the classroom and leaving ineffective teachers in the classroom when we do that. So the bill would now require that the decision not be based on seniority. Instead, it would be based on performance."

Dieckhaus' bill received a hearing earlier this month in the House Elementary and Secondary Education Committee. But the measure has encountered opposition from some education groups.

For example, Missouri State Teachers Association Political Action Manager Krista Meyer said in a statement that "Tenure does not have to be eliminated in order for teachers to be effectively evaluated. 

"This bill completely alters the evaluation system of every school district in the state by requiring that at least 50 percent of the evaluations of teachers and principals be based on student achievement on state assessments," Meyer said. "This takes away the ability for school districts to craft their own teacher and principal evaluations, which would best serve the students of the school district."

Otto Fajen, a lobbyist for the Missouri chapter of the National Education Association, said his group doesn't necessarily oppose making sure each school district has a good system for evaluating teachers. But he said Dieckhaus' bill isn't the way to deal with the problem.

"They have some nice words at one point on that subject matter, but then they go off into a whole bunch of requirements," Fajen said. "There really isn't understanding of how to do what they do or if what they are asking is good policy in terms of mandates on evaluations. So we would oppose imposing what we suspect is going to be unworkable in evaluations and a strong intrusion on local school districts develop evaluations systems."

"We do think it's hightime for the state to insist that every school district have a high-quality evaluation system," Fajen added. "It's their job to evaluate teachers to help them improve or help them out of the profession. And so, we're all on the same page of that overall goal."

Fajen also said that Missouri's tenure laws aren't as strong as other states. He said Missouri waits about five years before granting any "due process protection."

"That's an outlier," Fajen said. "There's only three other states I believe that have a tenure law that's about five years. The norm in about half of the states is a three-year period before they have that protection."

In response, Dieckhaus said it was "interesting" some of the teachers' organizations argue that the bill "is how mandating and far-reaching it goes into a local school district's ability to make decisions.

"I think that our current statute does that and that this would offer a lot more freedoms," Dieckhaus said. "The only piece in here that is an additional mandate or a change is the piece should benefit good teachers the most - and that's including student growth measures in a teacher's evaluation, which is an objective piece of the evaluation system."

Dieckhaus' bill came about around the same time a ballot initiative was being developed that would curtail teacher tenure. Dieckhaus said he hasn't examined the proposal, but Fajen noted that the initiative is a constitutional amendment as opposed to a statute change. That means any changes would need a public vote as opposed to a legislative fix.

In any case, Dieckhaus is hoping the Legislature has the final word on the issue.

"I hope that we can deal with this in the Legislature," Dieckhaus said. "I think it's time that we really start looking at our education system and say ‘Hey, there are things here that served a purpose years ago, but they're outdated now.' They're not helping us compete at a global level, which is what we need to be doing. Missouri is always kind of middle of the pack whenever we are compared to other states and the United States as a whole is headed in the wrong direction on the global scale. So I'm hoping that the Legislature, my colleagues, see this and they're willing to step up to make some needed changes."

Mo. House endorses incentives for data centers 

Southeast Missourian
Feb 9, 5:01 AM EST

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- Missouri House members have endorsed new incentives aimed at persuading companies to bring their computer data centers to Missouri

The legislation would offer sales tax exemptions for equipment and utilities to companies that operate data centers. Supporters say the incentives would help keep Missouri competitive with neighboring states to attract what is a $27 billion industry nationwide, according to one estimate.

House Budget Committee Chairman Ryan Silvey, a Republican from Kansas City, is sponsoring the legislation. He says attracting data centers would help create jobs and increase the revenue available to state government. Lawmakers have considered similar proposals in the past.

The measure has been endorsed in the House and would need another vote before moving to the Senate.

--

Data centers incentives is HB1311

Online:

Legislature: http://www.moga.mo.gov 

House approves data center tax breaks

Posted by: Dick Aldrich – Missouri News Horizon
February 8, 2012

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. — The Missouri House of Representatives Wednesday gave preliminary approval to a piece of last summer’s failed economic development bill.

On a voice vote, the House adopted a bill that would grant state and local tax exemptions on items related to data storage centers and server farm facilities.

The tax breaks would apply to all utilities used by the centers as well as the cost of building or retrofitting facilities.

The bill is in keeping with Gov. Jay Nixon’s goal of attracting high tech businesses to Missouri. The bill will directly help projects in Columbia and the Kansas City area in the short term.

In return for the exemptions, the business must agree to invest at least $5 million in to the facility over a 36 month period.

The bill still faces a final recorded vote before moving on to the state Senate.

The House on Wednesday also passed legislation that would designate March 26 as a day to honor veterans of the Iraq and Afghanistan war and March 30 as Vietnam Veterans’ Day. The days would not be designated as state holidays, simply as days of remembrance.

New TV ad launched to discourage change in state's utility law 


By Jo Mannies, Beacon political reporter    

Posted 1:20 am Thu., 2.9.12 

A statewide ad campaign has been launched by one of the groups opposed to Ameren's efforts to change Missouri's ban on charging utility customers for the construction of projects before they are completed.

The director for the Fair Energy Rate Action Fund, known as FERAF for short, says it is running the ad on cable stations statewide, and will do so "indefinitely."

The target, though, is not so much Ameren as the Missouri General Assembly, which this session may consider a bill, HB 1316, that would allow utilities to charge for the construction projects while they are underway.

The bill would do away with a 35-year-old state law barring such changes. The aim of the measure is encourage the construction of a new Ameren nuclear plant, sought by business and labor.

The bill has opponents and supporters in both political parties. The sponsor is state Rep. Jeanie Riddle, R-Mokane, who is also House assistant majority leader.

The supporters include, at least in principle, U.S. Sen. Claire McCaskill, D-Mo., who told the Beacon a month ago that the existing ban is "holding back energy choices for Missourians because it makes it impossible for utility companies to make the investments they need to make to keep energy cheap for the long haul."

Ameren and its allies also note that Missouri has among the cheapest electrical rates in the country.

The author of the 1976 law, known as the ban on CWIP (construction while in progress), is environmentalist Kay Drey, who has been more vocal lately in defending it.

FERAF contends that Ameren doesn't need the money to finance construction. "HB 1316 is plain and simple a bailout for Ameren," said Chris Roepe, FERAF director.  "This piece of legislation creates zero jobs, zero energy and zero opportunities to build a new nuclear plant.  Missouri businesses and residents will pay $115 million out of their own pockets and get nothing in return and absolutely no guarantee to ever see a dime of that money back."

Many of the assertions also are in the new ad.

Child care safety bill gets some TLC in Missouri Legislature 

BY NANCY CAMBRIA – St. Louis Post-Dispatch
Posted: Thursday, February 9, 2012 12:10 am 

JEFFERSON CITY • The first year Debbie Thrasher came to Jefferson City, she was told by a lawmaker she wanted nothing more than a 'souvenir" law to remember her dead grandchild.

The second year, when she got a hearing on a child care safety bill, she sat in a nearly empty hearing room and listened to an attack on the bill from one of the state's most influential lobbyists.

But this year, things were different.

After three years of speaking out about what happened to her grandson in an unlicensed home day care in Iron County, Thrasher and the bill, known as Sam Pratt's Law, had the full attention of lawmakers Wednesday. There was limited opposition.

Sam Pratt's Law —named after Thrasher's grandson — has been filed by three separate sponsors this year and seeks to address a rash of child deaths in unlicensed day cares. As the Post-Dispatch reported last fall, all but four of the 45 children who died in Missouri child care from 2007 through 2010 were in unregulated settings.

The bill would give the state the same ability to shutter an unlicensed day care as it currently has with a licensed provider under investigation for child abuse or neglect, said its sponsor, Rep. Linda Black, D-Bonne Terre.

"There lies a loophole in the law," Black told members of the House Committee on Children and Families. "There is nothing in the law to prevent that person from keeping children."

William "Sam" Pratt died in February 2009 of alleged abuse in a Pilot Knob, Mo., home day care. The child care provider is awaiting trial on involuntary manslaughter and child abuse resulting in death charges.

Because the provider was unlicensed, neither state regulators nor police could stop her from caring for children despite her criminal charges.

Thrasher told the committee Wednesday that her family learned months later that Sam had died from blunt force trauma. The caregiver had admitted to police throwing the child down on a couch in frustration, she said.

"She bonded out of jail, and by the next day she was baby-sitting again," Thrasher said.

Had she been licensed, state regulators could have moved to stop her from caring for children until the court case was resolved.

During her testimony, Thrasher's husband, Jim, had to leave the hearing room.

"I've been in 13 foreign countries in the military and seen some terrible things — just about everything. But I can't listen to what happened. I don't know what it would do to me. That's my baby's baby," he said after the hearing.

The Post-Dispatch investigation showed that many of the child care deaths from 2007 through 2010 occurred after caregivers failed to follow safe sleep practices and put infants down on beds, couches or covered them in blankets, causing them to suffocate. Seven children — Sam Pratt among them — died of child abuse in unregulated care.

There was no testimony Wednesday given in opposition to the bill, first proposed in 2010.

Its first year it languished in the same committee after the former chair, Cynthia Davis, refused to hear it because she was limiting the committee's work to bills on abortion restrictions. Davis told the family the bill was a 'souvenir" bill on a random day care death.

Last year, the bill was heard in another committee but was criticized by supporters of faith-based children's facilities, represented by lobbyist Woody Cozad, the former head of the state Republican Party. Some feared such a law would give the state the right to harass and shut down religious residential facilities for kids that use corporal punishment.

On Wednesday, Black said the revised bill exempts all faith-based child care facilities.

Cozad, who sat in the audience, did not testify. He has agreed to support the bill now that faith-based facilities are exempt, said lobbyist Jeremy LaFaver on behalf of Child Care Aware of Missouri.

This year's version of the bill further states that state regulators would be given the right to do an inspection of an unlicensed child care provider who has pending charges for abuse or neglect against them. The process is identical to what happens to a licensed provider suspected of being a danger to children.

The bill faced some criticism. Committee member Rep. Jay Barnes, R-Jefferson City, appeared to downplay statistics on deaths presented to him by LaFaver. Barnes said far more children likely die in the care of their parents than in child care and the statistics need to be compared.

Barnes was concerned the law would fail to give due process to child care providers by taking away their business prior to being charged or convicted.

"We live in a free country," he said. "What I'm concerned about is it takes away a person's property forever."

Kathy Quick, head of the Section for Child Care Regulation in the Department of Health and Senior Services, said the providers would have the same rights as licensed providers in similar circumstances. Under state law, providers may appeal a closure through an immediate suspension hearing. They can further take the issue to the local circuit court to ask for a temporary restraining order on the suspension, she said.

There are currently two similar versions of Sam Pratt's Law under consideration. The others are rolled into both House and Senate bills with another child care safety proposal called Nathan's Law.

That bill was named after Nathan Blecha, an infant who died of accidental suffocation in an unlicensed home day care near Arnold in 2007. The caregiver was watching 10 children the day he died, including four of her own.

Nathan's Law would increase fines for operators of unlicensed day cares that enroll more children than allowed by law and strengthen enrollment standards in unlicensed day cares by eliminating an enrollment exemption for children related to the caregiver.

In the fall, a new House Interim Committee on Strengthening Missouri Families chaired by Rep. Scott Largent, R-Clinton, recommended the passage of both laws to House Speaker Steve Tilley, R-Perryville, after hearing extensive testimony about the issue from child care advocates. In previous interviews, Largent said the bills are a priority.

The sponsor of the Senate version of the Sam Pratt bill, Sen. Scott Rupp, R-Wentzville, has said his legislation also has strong support. Even so, Thrasher said she will be back in Jefferson City at a Senate committee hearing.

KC rep. proposes ‘Blair’s Law’ to curb reckless handgun fire

Posted by: Tim Sampson – Missouri News Horizon
February 8, 2012

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. – The death of a Kansas City girl last Fourth of July could be a catalyst for changing the state’s gun laws.

On Wednesday, State House Minority Leader Mike Talboy introduced a bill that would make it a felony to negligently discharge a firearm within the limits of any municipality in the state of Missouri.

The bill is in response to the death of 11-year-old Blair Shanahan Lane, who was killed by a stray bullet that was recklessly discharged as part of a Fourth of July celebration last year. House Bill 1686, known as Blair’s Law, would not criminalize the lawful discharge of a weapon, such as in self defense or on a supervised firing range.

“Police throughout Missouri for decades have warned of the potentially deadly consequences of celebratory gunfire, but some people still don’t listen,” Talboy said in a written statement.

Blair was dancing with friends and family at a Forth of July celebration when she was suddenly struck in the neck by a bullet discharged from a 9 mm Glock. The shot came from a group of men firing the gun into a pond more than 1,100 feet away.

The shooter was sentenced to three year’s in prison for involuntary manslaughter, but Talboy said there should be tougher laws to cover the reckless discharge of weapons in populated areas.

Kansas City has an existing ordinance that makes firing a weapon a violation with a sentence of up to 180 days, but Jackson County Prosecutor Jean Peters Baker said the current law does not send a strong enough message and that only a state law would have the necessary impact.

Bill to change probation-parole system, and cut costs, gets backing 

BY VIRGINIA YOUNG – St. Louis Post-Dispatch
Posted: Thursday, February 9, 2012 12:05 am 

JEFFERSON CITY • Missouri's prosecutors have signed on to an overhaul of the state's probation and parole system that aims to keep some offenders who are deemed nonviolent out of prison.

In fact, no opposition was voiced to the far-reaching bill Wednesday when it was presented at a public hearing by sponsoring Rep. Gary Fuhr, R-south St. Louis County.

Missouri's prison population doubled between 1990 and 2005. While it has leveled off in recent years, more than 30,700 people are behind bars, costing the state more than $615 million a year.

Nearly three-fourths of those inmates end up in prison for probation or parole violations, according to a recent study spearheaded by the Pew Center on the States.

Under the proposed changes, a parole officer could instead impose an immediate 48-hour jail term for technical violations such as testing positive for drugs or missing an appointment with an officer. More serious violations could spur a 120-day 'shock" prison sentence, ordered by the judge.

Offenders also would get points for following court-imposed conditions of their release, shortening their supervision period by 30 days for every 30 days of compliance.

The new system would apply only to people convicted of lower-level felonies such as stealing, tampering with a motor vehicle and drug possession. It would not apply to the most serious felonies such as murder and rape.

"We want to take those individuals that have the best propensity to succeed if they complete a year or two years of satisfactory supervision and get them back into society paying taxes as opposed to putting them in that revolving door," said Fuhr, a former FBI agent.

If the changes were in place, a fiscal note on the bill projects that the state could avoid filling 85 prison beds next year, at a savings of $274,000, growing to 218 beds that wouldn't be needed in 2015, saving $702,000.

The recent Pew study, by the Missouri Working Group on Sentencing and Corrections, projected as much as $12.6 million in savings by 2017.

Part of the savings would be offset by paying counties $30 a day for each offender serving a 48-hour jail term.

While prosecutors are often at odds with those who want to reduce the prison population, the Missouri Association of Prosecuting Attorneys endorsed the bill.

Platte County Prosecutor Eric Zahnd, president-elect of the group, lauded the possibility of 48-hour jail terms for parolees who fail to follow court rules.

"We certainly like the ability of probation officers to mete out swift and certain sanctions to offenders for violations," Zahnd said. "In many circuits, the backlog makes it difficult to do timely probation hearings."

In addition to prosecutors, the bill drew support from the Missouri Department of Corrections, the Missouri Catholic Conference, the Missouri Association for Social Welfare, the Missouri State Fraternal Order of Police, the Missouri Association of Probation and Parole Officers and the Missouri Coalition against Domestic and Sexual Violence.

The bill would establish an oversight commission to evaluate the changes and recommend ways to spend the savings — for example, in job training programs for offenders.

Said George Lombardi, director of the corrections department: "What we want to do is ensure every probationer is successful, so they don't start on that treadmill."

The House Crime Prevention Committee took no vote on the bill.

The bill is HB1525.

New Missouri House bill targets derelict properties

Proposed state law could help county deal with nuisance sites

Written by Josh Nelson – Springfield News-Leader
5:13 AM, Feb. 9, 2012  

Greene County could get a new tool in dealing with run-down or neglected properties.

Bills in the Missouri House and Senate would allow Greene County commissioners to pass an ordinance to deal any properties that are considered a nuisance.

Among those are homes or buildings that could be considered harmful to the health, safety or well-being of residents live near a problem property. The ordinance, often called a nuisance abatement, would give county officials the ability to come onto property and clean it up, but only under certain circumstances.

“We certainly don’t want anyone to think this nuisance thing is a heavy-handed tactic to tell them what they can or can’t do on their property,” said Jim Viebrock, the Greene County presiding commissioner.

Examples of possible nuisances include a southwest Springfield house that caught on fire and was never demolished or derelict barns in the northeast corner of the county that are no longer structurally sound.

State law also exempts agriculture, livestock operations and railroad properties from being labeled a nuisance property.

“It’s a clean-up ordinance is what it is,” said Rep. Charlie Denison, R-Springfield.

Denison and Sen. Bob Dixon, R-Springfield, are both sponsoring bills to allow passage of an ordinance. Rep. Thomas Long, R-Battlefield, is a co-sponsor of the House bill.

Any ordinance adopted by a county must include due process requirements for owners of nuisance properties.

For example, nuisance property owners must be given up to seven days to clean it up before the county takes action. The property owner is also allowed a public hearing to explain the situation.

Jerry Burch, a lobbyist for the county, said the abatement ordinance will help the county deal with derelict properties faster and more effectively than taking a person to court.

The number of counties allowed to pass an abatement ordinance is currently limited by state law.

One of the determining factors is population, Dixon said.

Jackson, Clay, Buchanan and Jefferson counties are among those already allowed to have abatement ordinances. The bills pending in the General Assembly create a new population class for Greene County.

The county commission still has to pass an ordinance for any of the nuisance provisions to go into effect.

Last year, Greene County had the opportunity to be included in the eligible counties, but commissioners waited to see if such an ordinance was needed.

The bills, HB 1453 and SB 575, are awaiting approval from their respective House and Senate committees.

2 Mo. women claim $810K in unclaimed property 

Southeast Missourian
Feb 9, 5:01 AM EST

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- A St. Louis woman has recently claimed $700,000 in unclaimed property from the state, and another St. Louis woman claimed $110,000.

State Treasurer Clint Zweifel (ZWY-ful) said Wednesday in a release that the $700,000 return was made up of stocks, and the $110,000 return was from one savings account.

He says more than $600 million in unclaimed property is waiting to be claimed in Missouri, including 38 accounts with more than $100,000 each. Fifteen of those accounts are in St. Louis County, 12 are in Jackson County, three are in the city of St. Louis, two are in Boone County and there is one each in Buchanan, Butler, Camden, Cole, Franklin and Jasper counties.

New property also is added each week.

-----

Unclaimed property: http://www.ShowMeMoney.com .

MSU students call for clean power

Group wants MSU to join effort to ditch use of coal for campus energy.

Written by Mike Penprase – Springfield News-Leader
5:20 AM, Feb. 9, 2012 

Missouri State University needs to wean itself from coal-generated electricity and rely on renewable energy resources, a group of students contends.

Students for a Sustainable Future wants MSU to sign up for the national Campuses Beyond Coal effort to shut down campus coal-fired power plants, members of the group said Wednesday night during a presentation at Plaster Student Union.

It doesn’t matter if MSU doesn’t have a power plant and and buys electricity from Springfield City Utilities, Sierra Club Missouri Beyond Coal coordinator Lindsey Burger said.

That’s because the group plans to approach CU about relying more on renewable energy, she said.

“It’s really thinking beyond the campus. Students have a lot of power and could influence the city.”

Group member Clint Lowrance of Lebanon said he sees moving toward renewable energy as feasible.

“I think it’s completely doable and is just good common sense,” he said.

Campus sustainability director Jeff Brown said before the meeting that school representatives have met with students wanting MSU to shed itself of coal-generated electricity.

The problem is that converting to renewable energy would be prohibitively expensive, Brown said.

“Right now, it’s just not feasible for us,” he said.

The school has improved the efficiency of a natural gas-fuel power plant that produces steam for heating and has encouraged students to conserve energy, Brown said.

During Wednesday’s session, former city councilman and alternative energy advocate Dan Chiles contended replacing the existing electric grid relying on large power plants is feasible.

Chiles said he envisions electricity coming from locally generated power sources ranging from solar panels and small-scale hydropower to fuel cells.

“I’m not saying it has to happen tomorrow or next week, but over time,” he said.

Former Bush chief of staff joins Emerson board

BY TIM LOGAN – St. Louis Post-Dispatch
Posted: Wednesday, February 8, 2012 11:14 am 

For much of the 2000's, Josh Bolten helped steer the country. Now he'll help steer Emerson.

The Ferguson-based manufacturer said Wednesday that Bolten, who held several top posts in the George W. Bush administration, has joined its board of directors. He was White House chief of staff from 2006 until 2009, director of the Office of Management and Budget from 2003 through 2006, and a deputy chief of staff from 2001 through 2003.

Since leaving the White House he has worked as a visiting professor at Princeton University, served as CEO of the ONE Campaign, which combats global poverty and disease, and now runs a firm that advises multinational companies on economic and regulatory policy.

Bolten will be the 14th member of Emerson's board, and 11th indepedent director. Two directors retired last year. Emerson's board members collected between $205,964 and $269,833 in cash and stock compensation last year.

At the company's annual stockholders meeting Tuesday, 77 percent of shareholders voted to support declassifying the board, electing members annually instead of having them hold staggered three-year terms.

MISSOURINET

Red light camera bill stops in senate (AUDIO)

February 9, 2012 By Bob Priddy 

A  state senator runs into a red light with his bill keeping cities from profiting from red light cameras. 

Cameras that catch people ignoring the stop lights at busy intersections are in several Missouri cities.  The jury is out on whether they make previously-dangerous intersections safer. Some state lawmakers question whether cities really are interested in safer intersections or just interested in getting more money from red light-running motorists.

Senator Will Kraus wants fines from red light cameras to go to local school districts. If cities really are installing the cameras for safety reasons, he says, they should not profit from them. 

But University City Senator Maria Chappelle-Nadal sees nothing wrong with cities using the cameras to raise money…”There are certain expenses that you have, ” she notes. But she says most municipalities are pinched for money and the cameras help produce it.

Other opponents say schools would not really benefit because state law says state aid to districts is reduced by the amount of traffic fines that are earmarked for local districts.

Opponents have talked long enough to bring Kraus’ bill to a complete stop.




AUDIO: debate 54:33 

Lawmakers weigh revenue neutrality of internet sales taxes (AUDIO)

February 9, 2012 By Mike Lear 

There is bipartisan support in the Missouri House for collecting taxes on internet sales, but there is disagreement over whether the state should make any money on the deal. 

Representatives Doug Funderburk (R-St. Peters) and Margo McNeil (D-Florissant) have both presented bills to the House Committee on Tax Reform that would enter Missouri into the multi-state Streamlined Sales and Use Tax Agreement. Twenty-four states are a part of that agreement so far, and the legislatures in others are considering bills to join.

Read more about the Streamlined Sales and Use Tax Agreement
Funderburk and McNeil agree the collection of taxes on internet sales would level the playing field for Missouri businesses. McNeil says they are, “being undermined by the antiquated tax system we have that was written in the 1930s and hasn’t taken into consideration the internet.”

The two differ over whether to make the change revenue-neutral to the state. Funderburk says it should be. “The people that I’m working with in trying to get this to the floor, and to a vote, and hopefully one day to the Governor’s desk, we want to make sure, especially in this down economy, that we’re not asking Missourians to pay more taxes than they’re currently paying today.”

Funderburk does not know how he might accomplish his goal yet, however. He explains one idea that has been floated, “taking each year’s collected revenue via the Streamlined Use and Sales Tax and applying it to a lowering of the overall sales tax of the next year.” He says if that idea does not seem feasible, “we’re going to have to look for other avenues.”

McNeil says to not bring in additional state revenue would be to miss an opportunity. “Local cities and counties have a big hole in their revenue bucket, but also the state of Missouri has a large hole in our revenue bucket that is only going to get wider as more people decide to use the internet.”

Take a look at the two pieces of legislation, HB 1356 and HB 1215.

The disagreement mirrors the philosophical difference in opinion that has been stated and re-stated this session between the Republicans in the House, who have said they do not want to increase taxes, and Democrats who say a new revenue source is necessary to balance the budget.

McNeil says, “I think I’m relatively safe in saying my Democratic colleagues are in favor of it staying as a source of revenue in the state of Missouri.

She adds, however, she will not rule out voting for a bill that is revenue-neutral. “There are good reasons to support this bill other than bringing in revenue to the State of Missouri because our local businesses are being undermined and they are going out of business.”

Funderburk, who chairs the Tax Reform Committee, hopes to have legislation ready for a vote in the next two weeks.


AUDIO:
 

Download 
 Mike Lear reports (1:00)

Download 
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Santorum's Missouri victory a big success, but challenges await

BY BILL LAMBRECHT – St. Louis Post-Dispatch
Posted: Wednesday, February 8, 2012 10:15 am 

WASHINGTON • Rick Santorum's victory speech in St. Charles last night, much like his debate performances of late, showed a candidate gaining the confidence he will need to negotiate the treacherous campaign terrain ahead.

His refrain that President Barack Obama sees himself as a priveleged person who "thinks he's smarter than you" and believes that he knows better than average Americans is the sort of rhetoric that can appeal to voters of all stripes wary of government intrusion.

But Santorum will need more than well-crafted phrases and a burst of momentum from his wins in Missouri, Minnesota and Colorado if he is to mount a serious, long-term challenge to Mitt Romney's well-honed political machine and super PAC with its seemingly boundless cash reserves.

Missouri may have given Santorum momentum but thus far Missourians have given him little of the wherewithal he will need to compete: Santorum reported a paltry $7,000 in donations from Missouri in financial disclosure last week, compared with well over over $1 million in Missouri money donated to Romney's campaign and hundreds of thousands more to his super PAC.

While he waits to see if his victories yesterday translate to cash, Santorum can expect an avalanche of negative ads, robo-calls and surrogate campaining from pro-Romney forces similar to the concerted attacks that flattened Newt Gingrich in Florida and were, inexplicably, continuing against Gingrich this morning.

Later this morning, the Romney campaign trained its sights at both Gingrich and Santorum at the same time with a "research briefing" that reads: "On earmarks, Newt opened the door and Santorum walked right through it."

"Santorum took three wins last night and painted a giant target on his back," political commentator Larry Sabato said in an interview this morning.

"Now he's going to experinece what Newt Gingrich did in Florida and it will have the desired effect. These things always do," added Sabato, director of the University of Virginia Center for Politics.

Romney backers like Sen. Roy Blunt, R-Mo., who has been somewhat muted in his public praise while arranging Capitol Hill support for Romney, likely will become more forceful in their assertion that the former Massachusetts governor remains the GOP's likely nominee and best bet in November.

"Mitt Romney has the organization and the resources to go the distance in this election, and I believe he'll ultimately win our party's nomination," Blunt said in a statement last night.

Santorum does have a calendar advantage: After the Maine caucuses Feb. 11, there's a 17-day interval before the next contests, in Arizona and Michigan on Feb. 28. So Santorum has the opportunity to broaden his coalition and raise money from conservatives eager for an alternative to Romney and perhaps attract the sort of wealthy donors who have kept Gingrich's campaign afloat.

To have a chance, Santorum may well need to win Arizona given Romney's advantage in Michigan, where Romney used to live. Then Santorum will need to do well in the multi-state Super Tuesday vote on March 6 and hope for another strong showing in the Missouri caucuses on March 17.

As Sabato noted, Santorum's success on the heels of Gingrich's rise and fall virtually assures a marathon GOP contest, something Romney had not anticipated.

"He (Romney) has a much bigger challenge now than winning over the conservative base and and getting them excited about his candidacy, and I don't know how he does it," Sabato says.

"Because the more he appeals to the conservative base, the less likely it is that he can successfully appeal to the independents and swing voters he needs in the fall election," he added.

Turnout predictions for Missouri primary were way off

BY JAKE WAGMAN – St. Louis Post-Dispatch
Posted: Wednesday, February 8, 2012 11:15 am 

ST. LOUIS • State election officials predicted turnout for Tuesday's non-binding primary would be close to 23 percent, a respectable participation level for any February election. 

If only the forecast were accurate.

Instead, Secretary of State Robin Carnahan's office reported Wednesday that statewide turnout was actually just under 8 percent, roughly a third of the original prognosis.

"It was much, much lower than anticipated," said Carnahan spokesman Ryan Hobart. "I think that can be attributed, in part, to people hearing for weeks that their vote wasn't going to count."

Tuesday's "beauty contest" was the result of an attempt by the state GOP to comply with national party bylaws that permitted only a handful of states to hold primaries before "Super Tuesday" on March 6.

After attempts to move the primary date back failed, the party opted to go to a caucus system to select their preferred nominee — rendering the previously-scheduled election inert.

Former Pennsylvania Senator Rick Santorum was the only GOP candidate to earnestly campaign in Missouri.

Show-Me Republicans — the few who took a ballot at least — rewarded Santorum's effort with 55 percent of the vote, allowing him to lay claim to a momentum bump on a night he also scored victories in Minnesota and Colorado. 

Santorum's chief rival, GOP frontrunner Mitt Romney, was runner-up in Missouri, with about 25 percent of the vote. Ron Paul came in third with 12 percent, while about 4 percent of GOP voters marked their ballot "uncommitted." 

Newt Gingrich did not sign up for the ballot.

While Santorum traveled across Missouri last week to gin up enthusiasm for a contest that had no official import, turnout was paltry across the state.

St. Louis city and county had turnouts of less than 8 percent, as did Jefferson County. Turnout in St. Charles County was about 9 percent.

Southwest Missouri, which contains perhaps the state's greatest concentration of conservative voters, had the strongest turnout.

The highest turnout in the state was in Barry County, on the Arkansas border, where 24 percent of voters showed up. The lowest was in Butler County, which includes Poplar Bluff, where turnout was below 4 percent.

Why were turnout predictions so off?

To estimate turnout, local officials rely partly on requests for absentee ballots, which could have been made before many voters realized the results would have no official meaning.

Election authorities also use previous elections as their guide — but, of course, there hasn't been a primary election in Missouri quite like the one the state had Tuesday.

Missouri Republicans will get a second chance to pick their favorite presidential hopeful with the March 17 caucus.

But the turnout level at that event, which will be held on a Saturday, is likely to be even lower than Tuesday's vote.

In Tuesday's election, over 326,000 votes were cast. The last time the state GOP held a caucus to select their nominee, only about 20,000 Republicans participated, according to Carnahan's office.

She has been among those who have called on the state Republican Party to allow Tuesday's vote to guide the results of the caucus.

"We should respect the vote of the people, and the outcome that comes from it," Hobart said.

Your vote.  A waste of money?

Posted on February 8, 2012 by Bob Priddy - Missourinet

Well, under the circumstances, yes, says Senator Kevin Engler of Farmington. Emphatically. Loudly.

Never, says Senator Brad Lager of Maryville, also loudly. Passionately.

Here’s what set off these two in a noisy match in the state senate yesterday morning.

Missouri had a presidential preference primary yesterday that the state Republican committee had decided last fall would not have any value in deciding which presidential candidate Missouri’s GOP convention delegation will back. Those decisions will be made in caucuses at the local and district level and if we are to believe the state GOP, this election will carry no weight at all. The final national convention delegates will be picked at the state convention.

This whole situation that has Republicans shouting at each other surely must be somebody’s fault. In fact it’s everybody’s fault and it’s nobody’s fault and it’s just circumstances and it’s bad timing and it’s…

New Hampshire’s fault. Or maybe it’s Iowa’s fault.

Let’s try to walk through this primary-ordial swamp beginning with Iowa and New Hampshire, two states that ferociously guard their “first in the nation” status in each presidential campaign year. But other states keep asking, “Why should they get all the fun?” Some other states decided to horn in on the “first” business and that became rather unseemly. In the end, the national GOP decided there were too many states having primaries too early. Missouri got the orders: move your primary back by a month or your convention delegation will be penalized.

The legislature sent the governor a bill last spring taking care of the issue. But the legislature overdid things, adding a provision that Governor Nixon found objectionable. He vetoed the bill and told legislative leaders that if they sent him a stand-alone primary election postponement bill in the special session, he’d sign it.

What could be simpler?

Some Republicans got their knickers in a knot and blew off a lot of steam about the national party having no business telling Missouri what to do with its presidential primary and that pushing it back a month would mean our primary would be useless because all the fun would be over by then and the candidates wouldn’t come here and spend money–if there were any candidates left by March other than the person who’s going to get the nomination. Some suggested cancelling the primary. Some suggested telling the national party to find a place where the moon sheds no light and vigorously placing its orders therein. There was much huffing and puffing and although some of the Republicans talked about cancelling the entire primary for 2012 to save six million dollars, they… dropped the ball.

Nothing got done. The state party, faced with the edict from the big folks upstairs, couldn’t wait for the Republican legislators to do something because a deadline had been given. The state party said, “Forget the primary. We’re going to hold caucuses.” And the cancellation effort disappeared into the fog.

So we kept the primary, despite all of the huffing and puffing. The failure of the legislators who are complaining now that the primary was a waste of money failed to act last fall when they could have avoided that waste and now they’re ranting and fuming while others in the party are defending the right of voters to express a preference even if that expression might mean nothing and even though the voters might not understand that their expression meant nothing and saying there’s nothing wrong with spending six million dollars so citizens can have their say at the ballot box, a sacred part of being an American. Or something like that.

And some of those defending the right of the voters to speak are blaming the state party for lacking the testicular capacity to tell the national party to seek out that moonless vista.
So we had the election yesterday. And 326,231 people voted. And some candidates got more votes than others.

Despite all the stumbling and fumbling and fuming and shouting in the capitol, thousands of Missourians sought out a quiet place yesterday and exercised a right the legislature was too inept to take away from them. Statewide turnout was only eight percent. Not bad considering all the time various political figures spent telling voters their votes won’t make a difference. Apparently 326,231 Missourians have a different set of values.

I was one of the people who spent about a minute in one of those quiet places. It’s none of your business how I voted or what ballot I took or whether I voted for a tax proposition Jefferson City had on the ballot or whether I voted for a presidential candidate. But I voted. Because I could.

Those of us who sit at the Senate press table have gotten to see all of this discussion about whether I could vote up close. That’s one of the great things about being a reporter. We get to watch a system of government that is the worst kind of government—except all of the others that have been tried (as Winston Churchill noted). And then, if we choose, we get to be more than observes in the most basic way regardless of the cost of our opportunity to do so.

Some 326,131 people voted yesterday. I was that “1.” And so were all the others. The state spends seven million dollars on a lot of things that are less important.

Long gets laughs at Washington press club dinner

by Deirdre Shesgreen – Springfield News-Leader
Posted on February 8, 2012
Rep. Billy Long made his debut on Washington’s schmooze scene Wednesday as a keynote speaker at the Washington Press Club dinner, a swank affair where Capitol Hill reporters, lawmakers and staffers rub elbows for the night.

The stakes were set high for Long after a Washington Post columnist introduced the Springfield Republican by saying his life as “a gambler, a talker, and a salesman” made for a “seamless” transition to Washington life.

Long did not disappoint, delivering a self-deprecating riff that had many in stitches. The theme was, in essence, who the hell in Billy Long? The Springfield congressman joked repeatedly about his low profile, saying “no one sees me, no one knows me.”

Despite his relative anonymity, Long cracked, he’s constantly being mistaken for some of his more press-prone colleagues, peppered with questions about appearances on cable TV that he hasn’t made. The highlight had to be when Long said that someone mistook him for Rep. Aaron Schock and he flashed a glam shot of the Illinois congressman’s abs—featured in Men’s Health magazine—on the screen. (The subtitle of the article, “The Ripped Representative.”)

Long’s speech went on a little, well, long, as he moved on to less humorous topics, including a snide riff on Hillary Clinton’s hair. But while Long’s abs are not likely to be featured in any magazines soon, it wouldn’t be surprising if Wednesday’s appearance sparked a few more TV interview requests. And he certainly seemed to enjoy the limelight.

Mo Dems back up: Voter list available through state party

BY DAVID HUNN – St. Louis Post-Dispatch
Posted: Wednesday, February 8, 2012 11:55 am 

ST. LOUIS • St. Louis City candidates will not have to go through Brian Wahby, chair of the city's Democratic Central Committee, to get the party voter list, the party director said today.

Wahby is running for Treasurer, one of four who have declared for the August primary, vying to replace long-timer Larry Williams.

But the other candidates were torqued when they learned they had to ask Wahby, as chair, for the party's database of Democratic voters, called the Voter Action Network, or VAN. They felt it gave Wahby an unfair advantage in the race and illuminated a conflict of interest, a charge Wahby vehemently contested.

One of the candidates, Alderman Fred Wessels, wrote a protest letter to the party.

But it seems that the email a party staffer originally sent Wessels left the candidates with a mistaken understanding of the policy.

State party Executive Director Matt Teter said today that access to the VAN is granted at the sole discretion of the state party, echoing an email he sent to Wessels yesterday.

"We seek the advice of the county chairs in local (county/municipal) races as a way (to) manage the hundreds of requests," Teter wrote to Wessels. "County chairs do not have the authority to grant or deny access.

"Under no circumstances will a county chair be allowed to leverage his/her advice to the state party as a way to gain endorsements in a race for elected office," he continued in the email. "Obviously we will be extra sensitive to this issue in St. Louis City during the 2012 election cycle."

Wahby said that's how he always understood it. Wessels said he was satisfied that the process is now fair.

EDITORIALS … & Letters to the Editor
What a Waste? 

Washington Missourian
Posted: Tuesday, February 7, 2012 5:32 pm | Updated: 12:55 pm, Wed Feb 8, 2012. 

Tuesday’s presidential primary election in Missouri is an ugly example of governmental waste. The outcome of the election is meaningless. The cost is an estimated $7 million.

It’s politics in the General Assembly, in the executive branch and in the Republican Party, that permitted this farce to occur.

The Legislature set the date for the presidential primary for Feb. 7. The National Republican Party instructed Missouri to hold its primary election after March 1 or face the loss of delegates to the national convention. A bill last year to change the election date was vetoed by the governor because of other election provisions in the measure. An override of the veto failed. A version of the bill was offered in last fall’s special session. That would have moved the election to March. The efforts failed due to politics in the Republican-controlled state Senate.

Republicans in Missouri will hold caucuses March 17 to name delegates. The Democrats will abide by Tuesday’s results but with an incumbent president running, it’s a routine process. The Democrats have their candidate and their convention will be a pep rally.

We keep thinking what $7 million would do to meet critical needs in the state.

The citizens of Missouri should be outraged by his wasteful spending at a time when education and other services are being cut to balance the budget.

A $7 million mistake

Staff Editorial – Washington University Student Life
February 9, 2012

On Tuesday, Missouri held its Republican Primary. Rick Santorum was the winner, meaning that he gets declared delegates in the Republican National Convention. Or rather, he would have, if the Missouri Primary counted in the greater election.

Tuesday’s primary served no real purpose. The Republican National Committee (RNC) decided last year that only a few states could have primaries before March 6 or lose half their delegates in the convention. As a result, Missouri, which traditionally holds its primary in February, was negatively affected by this decision. There will be a Missouri Caucus in March, where the delegates for the state are formally allocated, but people still voted today. Registered voters took their time to declare who they wanted to be the Republican presidential candidate, and it cost the taxpayers of Missouri seven million dollars.

While millions of dollars wasted is bad enough, the inability of the Missouri legislature to solve an easy calendar issue draws negative attention to the failures of our state government. The state had a problem with an easy solution, but could not pass a bill to change the Republican primary date – even with a GOP controlled legislature and a two-year time frame. In fact, one Republican state senator described the situation to ABC as “the dumbest thing I’ve seen in my time in the legislature.” 

Most Wash. U. students undoubtedly saw a Facebook status, tweet, or heard a comment about how Missouri citizens were foolish to endorse Santorum. However, in the rush to talk about how ridiculous a candidate Santorum is, we have missed a two larger points: Santorum’s primary victory will not give him any practical advantage in the larger Republican race, and because of a outrageous error by the government of the state where (like it or not) we live, we will endure another costly election. By the time we reach the caucus that counts, Santorum may no longer be a candidate. 

The remaining, meaningful, Republican primaries will allow voters plenty of opportunities to discuss the extreme views and personalities of the likes of Santorum, Mitt Romney and Newt Gingrich. But the discussion the Missouri primary should spark a discussion of another kind, one about the accountability of our state officials. When a political body is responsible for the spending of millions of taxpayer dollars, state residents and voters can’t turn a blind eye to how it’s done. The next time our friends and classmates want to discuss the stupidity of Missouri voters for endorsing Santorum, we should remind them that some of the same voters are responsible for electing an incapable state legislature.

Editorial: How a 'job creator' would actually help state of Missouri 

By the Editorial Board – St. Louis Post-Dispatch
Posted: Thursday, February 9, 2012 12:15 am 

Some time ago, as the economy was tanking, a focus group paid for by a political consultant must have reacted to the word "jobs" like children on Christmas morning.

And the 2012 campaign season was born.

These days, you can't run for elected office without being a "job creator," a coinage of the brilliant Republican spin doctor Frank Luntz.

So it is in Missouri, where every politician is talking about jobs, but few are seriously tackling the root causes of joblessness.

Take gubernatorial candidate Dave Spence, a St. Louis businessman seeking the Republican nomination to oppose Gov. Jay Nixon, a Democrat. Mr. Spence recently put up his first television ad touting his job-creator status.

There is no questioning the success of Mr. Spence's company, St. Louis-based Alpha Packaging. It has grown by leaps and bounds since Mr. Spence bought it in 1985 with a government loan. But how the company grew is key to understanding Mr. Spence's job-creation credentials.

Alpha's strategy has been to attract investment from venture capitalists to help it buy other plastics manufacturers across the country and around the world. It has been a profitable strategy, one that Mr. Spence has said was tied to an "aggressive" and even, at times, "risky" business model.

Mr. Spence's success is a walking advertisement for the quality of the business environment in St. Louis and Missouri. So why would he want to change it?

Well, that's the political theme of the day in the Republican Party. Why let a few facts get in the way?

The key fact for Missouri is this: Our business climate is pretty darn rosy. The conservative Tax Foundation says Missouri has the 15th best business climate in the country, better than every surrounding state except for Tennessee, which comes in one place better. One reason Missouri fares well in such rankings is because its corporate taxes are among the lowest in the nation (eighth lowest, according to the Tax Foundation).

Another reason is that lawmakers fill the corporate Christmas stockings with tax-credit goodies. That's one of the reasons Kiplinger's business magazine this week ranked St. Louis as one of the top 10 cities for starting a business.

What Missouri really needs to improve business in the state is not more corporate giveaways, but a renewed plan to invest in our state's future. That means, for instance, no more cuts to higher education, which provides the workforce that growing companies need.

Mr. Spence has been critical of Mr. Nixon (as have we) for the governor's proposed cuts to higher education, for which Missouri spends less per capita than all but five other states.

Both Mr. Nixon and Mr. Spence graduated from the University of Missouri. It's time for one or both of them to stand up for the future of their alma mater.

We suggest applying the Alpha Packaging business strategy to Missouri. It's time to seek some new sources of revenue (for starters, by increasing the state's lowest-in-the-nation tobacco tax) and to invest in a key sector of our state's business model (an educated workforce).

That's a jobs plan rooted in reality.

If there's no gubernatorial candidate in Missouri willing to take that risk, all the job-creator talk is just focus-group-driven mumbo-jumbo.

Justice Served
Washington Missourian
Posted: Wednesday, February 8, 2012 5:32 pm | Updated: 12:48 pm, Wed Feb 8, 2012. 

A jury recommended the death penalty last week in one of the most gruesome murders in our county's history.

After four days of chilling testimony, a jury of 11 women and one man decided that Vernell Loggins Jr. should die for killing and dismembering Stephanie Fields in a Pacific apartment in 2009.

It was a gut-wrenching trial where the graphic details of Fields' death were painstakingly replayed for the families of both the victim and the defendant. It wasn't surprising that the jury found Loggins guilty of murder. The evidence against him was overwhelming. After he stabbed Fields 25 times, he cut off her arms and head and threw her torso in a trash can that he placed in front of a dumpster. Prosecutors presented a thorough and convincing case.

After the jury returned a guilty verdict of first-degree murder, the penalty phase of the trial began. Jurors heard testimony from both the victim's family and the defendant's family. It was heartbreaking to hear the pain the murder caused the Fields' family. Stephanie Fields was a daughter and a mother. Her mother summed up the profound loss the family experiences on a daily basis when she said that nothing compares to losing a daughter. After the trial, Fields' father Harold said that Loggins had made their life a "living hell." That much was evident at the trial.

The jury also heard testimony from Loggins' family. They described him as a good brother and a son who protected them while they grew up in extreme poverty and with an abusive father. Loggins' mother's testimony was especially compelling when she described how she had to hide him and his sisters in a closet from their father who became violent after he returned from a tour of duty in Vietnam.

The testimony was gripping and could be summarized as a microcosm of what's wrong in our country - single-parent homes, poverty, violence and abusive relationships. Of course there are plenty of examples of individuals who overcame similar hardships to lead productive lives.

In Missouri, there are 17 aggravating circumstances that a jury can consider in determining whether to impose the death penalty in a capital murder case. One of those circumstances is whether the murder involved depravity of mind and was outrageously vile, horrible and inhuman. Depravity is further defined under the law as when the defendant, while killing a victim or immediately thereafter, purposely mutilated or grossly disfigured the body of the defendant.

The jury found those circumstances existed in the killing of Stephanie Fields and imposed the death penalty.

The arguments for and against the death penalty are many. Some say it is barbaric and doesn't belong in a civilized society. Others argue that it serves as a deterrent and brings closure to a victim's family who have suffered so much. Many religions expressly forbid the practice. Others rely on the Old Testament reference to an "eye for an eye" as authority for the death penalty.

Even the prosecutors in the case acknowledged they had moral reservations with the death penalty. They lobbied the public defenders to accept a plea that would impose a sentence of life in prison without the possibility of parole.

The deal would have spared both families the anguish they endured last week. It would have also spared taxpayers the financial costs for the next 10 to 11 years of appeals and other legal maneuvering that are sure to follow. Keeping someone in prison for life is several times less expensive than capital punishment.

The defendant refused the deal. He wanted his day in court. He wanted to roll the dice.

In the end Loggins got what he deserved. Justice was served.

KC area’s interests get lost in inept state legislatures

YAEL T. ABOUHALKAH - The Kansas City Star 
Posted on Wed, Feb. 08, 2012 04:05 PM
Updated: 2012-02-09T00:37:52Z 

The state governments in Missouri and Kansas have one big thing in common regarding the Kansas City metro area.

With its disappointing Democratic governor (Jay Nixon) and inept legislature, Missouri’s state government is out to lunch when it comes to helping improve Kansas City.

The Kansas side of the state line isn’t much better. Johnson and Wyandotte counties get too little help from the conservative, ambitious governor (Sam Brownback) and the rural-centric Legislature.

Summed up, both the Missouri General Assembly and the Kansas Legislature too often are next to useless in promoting a brighter future for the region.

This is unacceptable given the challenges facing us.

• Want a better school finance system in Kansas? For years lawmakers have endorsed funding formulas that injured some of the state’s best-run schools — the Shawnee Mission, Olathe and Blue Valley school districts.

• Want to end the economically destructive business poaching war between the two states? Good luck, because forces in both state capitals constantly promote taxpayer giveaways that end up enticing companies across the state line, while adding no new jobs to the area.

• Want to get local control of the Kansas City Police Department? Good luck, because Kansas City state legislators who ought to know better resist taking on this issue.

• Want to promote bistate cooperation, perhaps the silver bullet to adequate funding for arts, parks, libraries and crucial stormwater projects for decades to come? Not going to happen. Heck, Kansas lawmakers for years have tried to kill the law that even allow bistate tax elections.

• Want to decide the future of Kansas City Public Schools? It will be a frustrating hoot to watch the General Assembly handle this matter, with the fate of 17,000 city schoolchildren and of even more suburban students in the hands of dozens of rural lawmakers who couldn’t care a whit about them.

No wonder elected officials in both states dread going to Jefferson City and Topeka to try to drum up interest in critical endeavors in Kansas City or Johnson County.

Oh, they won’t admit that in public. City and county officials know how self-important many legislators consider themselves, given all the money they pass out for schools, highways and other local projects.

Kansas City area civic officials too often play the same game. They traipse to the capitals and hold “get-to-know-each-other” events with lawmakers when “come-to-Jesus, let-your-hair-down-meetings” on important issues would be much more in order.

True, it is a bit unfair to lump Kansas lawmakers in with their Missouri colleagues, who can make a strong claim to being members of the most incompetent state legislature in the nation.

Tuesday’s $7 million fiasco of a meaningless presidential primary? Yep, that was their fault.

The wasted time and money on an embarrassing and futile special session last summer? Their fault, too.

The list could go on and on, but it gets depressing to think about, especially when you take into account all the hypocrisy from Missouri lawmakers who target “activist” judges but want to pass restrictive laws telling people what they can and can’t do in their personal lives.

You can’t even blame all the bungling in Jefferson City on a battle between Democrats and Republicans; the GOP firmly controls the House and Senate, yet still can’t lead in a constructive manner.

Meanwhile, Gov. Nixon has morphed into someone whose main interest is being re-elected this fall, not providing strong leadership. Check out his budget proposal to slash more than $65 million from higher education, including for the University of Missouri — Kansas City.

Or consider his recent quote on how Missouri wouldn’t follow other states in raising taxes: “Because we know that Missouri families can’t afford a tax increase. Period.”

How pathetic. This from the governor who presides over the state with lowest-in-the-nation cigarette tax. He could be a real leader and support boosting that tax under one plan would reap $283 million extra a year.

Invest that money in better health care and universities, and Missouri would show the rest of America how to make progress even in tough times.

But it’s often hopeless to expect the General Assembly and Nixon to do the right thing, for Kansas City or the rest of the state.
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Truman sensibility

Both President Barack Obama and President Harry Truman are Democrats, but Truman was much more concerned about keeping our government from spending too much money.

Overspending has led our country into a great number of problems. Truman did not use much government money for the trips he took and often would use some of his own money. He thought that a president should not use the government money as Obama and the Congress enjoy doing.

It’s too bad all our presidents and all our other elected people aren’t like Truman was. Our elected officers need to think why they were put in office.

It’s not to make money but to help our U.S. citizens.

Rex Newbold
Shawnee

Waste of state funds

The effort to cancel or delay Missouri’s presidential primary fizzled because of a tie vote in the Senate (1-30, A1, “State’s primary is a ’missed opportunity’”). A yes vote by any one of the following area senators — Victor Callahan, KiKi Curls, Jolie Justus, Brad Lager or Luann Ridgeway — would have prevented this election and saved $7 million.

One reason advanced for the nay vote was, “We’re not going to let a political party tell Missouri when to hold its elections.” For some it became an ego issue. They lost the battle with the political parties and acted like poor losers that tear up the home team lockers after the game. They voted to spend millions to prove a point. 

This “no count” presidential primary on Tuesday was a waste of both time and money at a time when the state is short of funds. We don’t need senators that will spend millions of public money to massage their ego.

Edward Richards
Marshall, Mo.

KU hypocrisy

The University of Kansas — again — clearly demonstrates it is a petty institution that practices hypocrisy. 

Despite multiple University of Missouri representatives expressing their wishes to continue the MU vs. KU rivalry with roots in the Civil War, officials from KU refuse to continue the rivalry.

Even Saturday’s four-person ESPN broadcast crew backed Mizzou’s wishes for the Border War to continue. 

Coach Bill Self’s quote, “It’s not going to happen,” clearly demonstrates KU’s willingness to ignore the greater good for its selfish revenge surrounding MU’s leaving the Big 12 for the Southeastern Conference. 

The University of Kansas still has time to put the real fans first. But I doubt they will, as any university with an imaginary mascot must truly live in fantasy land.

Bobby Jackson
Leawood

Tax breaks for jobs

What is wrong with giving tax breaks to companies that want to create jobs here in the United States and not giving tax breaks to companies that want to send jobs overseas?

I guess the Republicans would rather see President Barack Obama fail than help our fellow U.S. citizens who need jobs now. The president’s sense of urgency is to help the unemployed, but the right wing will say he’s only trying to push his agenda through. 

People who aren’t working and can’t find a job would rather have him in their corner than people who want his agenda to fail. 

Joanne McBride
Prairie Village

Prison caregiver photos

I want to thank The Star’s Steve Paul for the article “Moments of grace” in the Feb. 5 A+E section. What a moving portrayal of such a beautiful program. 

I work in hospice as a music therapist, so I get to be a part of tender and precious caregiving moments on a regular basis. I think it is wonderful that these prisoners are given the opportunity to show compassion and care for their fellow prisoners. 

I am grateful to Lori Waselchuk for documenting the hospice program through her photograph and to Mr. Paul for sharing the information about this exhibit, which I will now be visiting this week for sure.

Rachelle Norman
Kansas City

Problem with Israel

Israel is about to drag the U.S. into a war with Iran. The U.S. should stop all military and economic aid to Israel so we are not a supporter of that country’s attacks on Iran.

U.S. military aid to Israel amounts to billions of dollars a year. Israel will not try for peace as long as the U.S. maintains Israel as the dominant military power in the Middle East. Iran will not stop its nuclear weapons development as long as Israel has such weapons. 

The United States’ unconditional support of Israel is the major cause of Middle East problems.

Ralph Whiteside
Leawood

Making Kansas a draw

Kansas Gov. Sam Brownback manages to identify yet another reason to lower taxes: the continued decline in Kansas population. 

I doubt income tax rates affect anyone’s decision to move to Kansas, but I would like to suggest some things that will make people move away:

• False equivalence between evolution and “intelligent design.” This attack on science did more to tarnish the reputation of Kansas than any tax rate ever will.

• The never-ending obsession with abortion restrictions, which is Taliban-level creepy to about 50 percent of the population.

• Racist comments by prominent Kansas GOP politicians, such as Speaker Mike O’Neal’s “Yo Mama” email. Rational minorities are unlikely to place Kansas at the top of their “best places to live” list.

• Attorney General Kris Kobach, who spends inordinate amounts of time devising ways to alienate Hispanics with immigration restrictions.

I really don’t think our governor gets it.

Wendy Noll
Overland Park

Many wear uniforms

Uniforms promote unity of purpose, loyalty to belief and pride in one’s self. 

Look around and think about it. The uniform gives identity.

Our military wear the American service uniform with pride. Look at our sports teams. The cheerleaders wear uniforms. Our police and fire department members wear uniforms. Many of our businesses, restaurants and service operation employees wear uniforms.

Recently I read that uniforms stifle personality. I disagree. For 45 years I taught in public and private schools. The uniforms did not make a difference in behavior.

The students who wanted to learn did. The students who wanted to disturb did.

The introvert and the extrovert remained such. So did the clown and the shy one. The leaders and the followers were along with the ambitious and not-so-ambitious, the happy and unhappy students.

Yet when the time came, they couldn’t wait to don a uniform — their graduation gown, often in the school colors.

Marie Mentrup
Kansas City

Musings on life in KC

These thoughts are not in order of importance: 

• Social Security inflation does not include food or fuel.

• It takes longer to get something out of the package than to install it.

• “Who and how much?” Who gives the political money, who gets the money and how much do they give? 

• All publicly traded companies should publish how much money they actually pay in taxes.

• We spent a billion dollars on the Kansas City Public Schools in the 1990s and saw little improvement. It’s time we make sure the children have proper nutrition.

• Give up on mass transit to the airport. Where are you going to park to catch the train? You can catch a bus to the airport from Ninth Street and Grand Boulevard now.

• A streetcar down Main Street would cause traffic problems with islands in the street where people would stand waiting for the streetcar. We used to have electric buses that could pick up passengers at the curb.

You want more, I’ve got them.

Joseph T. Purcell
Kansas City

Liberals’ money logic

A partnership and some associates buy an entity using 95 percent bank financing. Good stewardship and a favorable market appreciate the collateral asset.

The owners leverage with additional borrowing. The cash infusion is used to buy other assets or for personal enjoyment.

Conditions change. Asset performance drops. The asset value falls below total debt.

Costs rise and cash flow no longer supports debt service. Owners file bankruptcy and creditors seize and auction the assets.

Bain Capital Management in a leveraged buyout? No, just millions of average American families buying homes from 2000–2008 using ninja loans offered to meet Fannie Mae, Freddie Mac and other government requirements demanded by liberal Democrats.

That additional millions of Americans used the exact same process and still have all their assets is a testament to the proof that capitalism can work for everyone. That’s also the law of unintended consequences for liberals. 

Legally work it enough and you, too, could become part of the 1 percent — but the operative word is “work.” 

Mike Herr
Kansas City
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Kinloch offers felon spot in school of second chances

Regarding "Kinloch hires parolee as city manager" (Feb. 6): Kinloch's decision to enroll Eric Mason in its 'school of second chances" is a recognition that after making mistakes people should be given a chance to turn their life around. Mason, with an impressive academic record, lost his job and his home and made a mistake, which he admits. He has the qualifications to be the city manager, and the city is giving him the chance to start over — and graduate with honor.

The Post-Dispatch could write a story about successful graduates of the 'school of second chances" operated by the Congregation and Offender Partnership Enterprise, which helps offenders start productive new lives, which should be the purpose of the penal system.

I believe Bill McClellan may be the director of admissions for the Schools of Second Chances.

Don Beimdiek • Brentwood

No state money for religious indoctrination in parochial schools

St. Louis Archbishop Robert Carlson is "pushing for state tax credits" for parents who choose to send their children to Catholic schools ("Plan seeks to fill Catholic schools," Feb. 3).

At the same time, he announces an initiative to "magnify the Catholic identity of the schools" by increasing the religious indoctrination included in the school day. It is fine to choose to include religious training in your child's school day, but don't take money away from state funds when the state is struggling financially and cutting back on services for the sickest, oldest and poorest of its citizens to make ends meet. That hardly seems like the Christian thing to do.

It would be interesting to observe the response of the archbishop and Catholics supporting this initiative if the article reflected a Muslim school's drive to receive tax credits for its students.

Dave and Pam Capp • St. Peters

The deal-breaker

I imagine most voters, no matter what their party or ideology, are faced with the decision of what to do when a candidate they generally support does something deeply disappointing. Do you become so angry about it that you help elect someone with whom you have far more areas of disagreement? Most often, I am able to deal with the disappointment and make myself support the candidate who has disappointed me.

I have voted for Gov. Jay Nixon several times. I knew him when he was younger, and I was happy to see him achieve success in various offices. While he has been governor, I have written comments trying to defend him from attacks from the Post-Dispatch.

The issue of keeping Missouri No. 1 as the state with the lowest cigarette tax in the United States, at a time when the state has obvious needs for revenue, especially in education, is a deal-breaker ("Nixon vs. Nixon," Jan. 27). He is a Democrat. He should not be responding to the pressures that keep him from helping fellow Democrats do something about Missouri's ridiculously low cigarette tax. I could understand a Republican responding to those pressures, but Mr. Nixon is a Democrat.

I have no illusions that my refusal to support him will have any effect. He probably will get more votes than President Barack Obama and is more likely to be reelected. It is just a matter of being true to myself. I wish he would change his attitude and become more of a real Democrat.

Joe Prichard • Festus

We'll be right there

Was it a slow news day? Is that why the Post-Dispatch printed on the front-page an article on garage door openers not working in a cul-de-sac in St. Charles county ("Neighbors haven't remotest idea why openers on blink," Feb. 6)? A light bulb that I bought just a couple months ago burned out the other day. If a reporter wants more information (wattage, place of purchase, etc.) come on out to the house.

Joel Harriss • St. Louis

No defense

I wish to express my sincere thanks to Missouri Republicans, especially Sens. Jason Crowell, R-Cape Girardeau, and Jane Cunningham, R-Chesterfield — who allegedly defend the oppressed and ill-used taxpayers of this state — for wasting $7 million on what is essentially a popularity contest. There is no defense!

Perry Nelson • St. Louis

The parish query

When I was a lad growing up in south St. Louis, the query was not "what high school did you go to?" but rather "what parish are you from?" In those days, the city was predominantly Catholic, and all parishes sponsored athletic teams. Anybody who lived within the parish boundaries could play on a parish team, regardless of religion. Consequently, we Catholic students met almost all the people in the neighborhood. Thus, the parish defined the area of the city and started the game "do you know ...?"

I proved this to a visitor from New York at a wedding reception. I told him that I would ask the next person who sat down at our table his or her parish, and he would respond. He thought he had me when the next person who sat down was Jewish. I posed the question, and he responded, without hesitation, "St. Luke's."

Thomas R. Etling • Chesterfield

Leave the stars behind

How many times do we have to watch the NFL Super Bowl halftime performance denigrated by some obscene gesture, act or words ("Madonna one-upped by gesture," Feb. 6)? Why can't the NFL hire someone for the halftime show who has some integrity and has respect for the privilege of being invited to perform at this venue, instead of someone who feels compelled to act out like a child on a playground who says a dirty word for the first time?

As far as I am concerned, the NFL is as much to blame for this repeated indignity streamed into our living rooms as the so-called performers who misbehave. Perhaps it's time to leave the 'stars" behind and move on to someone else who can conduct himself in a professional manner.

Elizabeth Harth • Chesterfield

Women's bad rap

In the "Dustin" comic printed Feb. 4, a radio call-in host is taking answers to the question "Who will provide entertainment at this year's Super Bowl game?" She says the correct answer is Madonna, but she also would accept Supertramp. Why must women be subject to perjoratives like tramp, slut, round-heels or even the harsh word whore? There doesn't seem to be a comparable word for men who have multiple sex partners.

"Heel" and "cad" are used for men who don't live up to their obligations — and sometimes they are used with a tinge of envy — while "playboy" has the connotation of wealth and sophistication. Even "Don Juan" and "Casanova" are seen as something to be proud of, with their hints of conquest and romantic foreign origins.

Society gives women who enjoy sex a bad rap, as seen in this "comic" strip. Where is the word for men who enjoy multiple sex partners?

I protest the still-powerful double standard and think the writer of "Dustin" owes Madonna an apology.

Carla Garagnani • Ferguson
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Fight for Mizzou — Write your representative

By Steven Dickherber, MSA Executive Chief of Staff – The Maneater

Published Feb. 7, 2012

Gov. Jay Nixon has proposed a 12.5 percent cut, about $55 million, to higher education in Missouri. The proposal, if passed, would mark a 25 percent decrease in state support for higher education over the last three years. Missouri already ranks 45th in state support for higher education and dead last in the Southeastern Conference.

The facts are devastating, and the student response must be even more overwhelming. The Missouri Students Association is leading a letter-writing campaign — the most effective way to change legislators’ minds. Students who are opposed to the idea of an increase in tuition or a decrease in funding for student services, programming and resources for the University of Missouri should take up this call to action and write their state representatives and senators.

Those in the statehouse have long overlooked the student voice because civic action is not a characteristic our demographic is known for. Already, almost 2,000 letters have been written to those in Jefferson City, an amount that cannot be ignored, even by the governor himself, and this is only the beginning.

The rest of this week, MSA will be tabling in the MU Student Center and encouraging students to weigh in on Twitter with the hashtag #MoreForLess. Take a minute to complete a letter. Fight for Mizzou. Write your representative.

