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State Senate kills gubernatorial appointments
Missouri News Horizon
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. — Without a single vote, the Missouri Senate Thursday took initiative in denying several gubernatorial appointments while forcing Gov. Jay Nixon’s choice for director of the Department of Economic Development to resign rather than be forced out. 

The unprecedented action, actually a lack of action, forced the governor to retract the nominations of several appointments to boards and commissions, while ending the possibility of three appointments from ever serving in the position they were nominated to by Nixon.
Friday is the last day for action by state Senators to act on the nominations of the governor to boards, commissions and state departments over which the body has the powers of advise and consent. Since the state Senate adjourned for the week on Thursday, that was the last effective date it could take up and confirm the governor’s appointments.

Traditionally, some gubernatorial appointments run into controversy and do not make it through the Senate’s committee process. If the Senate fails to take action on a nomination, the governor can retract the nomination, or the nomination can die at the end of the allotted time for Senate action.

Under the state constitution, if a nominee is rejected by the Senate or does not have his nomination rescinded by the governor and time runs out, that nominee is barred for life from being nominated for the position again.

Thursday was the first time any one can remember the clock running out on three nominees, let alone another several nominees who’s nominations were retracted by the governor.

“I think a lot of it stems from a lack of communication coming from the second floor,” said Senate President Pro Tem Robert Mayer, R-Dexter, referring to the governor’s office. “A lot of the senators were trying to work with the governor’s office, and somewhere along the line, some communication broke down.”

That communication break could not be blamed for the resignation of the governor’s choice for director of the Department of Economic Development. 36-year-old Jason Hall resigned Thursday morning when it became clear the Senate would not act on his nomination. In Hall’s case, senators knew a lot about him.

The former executive director of the Missouri Technology Corporation raised eyebrows with a lack of background in small business. The leadership of the corporation was singled out in a less than complimentary audit by then-State Auditor Susan Montee in 2010. Montee said requests for information from her staff were routinely ignored or met with hostility.

“The gubernatorial appointments committed vetted his background and his experience very well,” said Mayer. “The committee…felt like this was not the time to place someone that lacking of experience in that important of a position.”

Sen. Joe Keaveny, D-St. Louis, argued that the Senate was overstepping its bounds.

“I think it’s very unfortunate that we don’t allow the governor to pick his own cabinet,” said Keaveny. “In my opinion, Mr. Hall is extremely qualified…he is young and energetic and I think it is extremely short-sighted and I think it’s a very unfortunate day for Missouri that this appointment gets blocked.”

Nixon’s office issued a statement early Thursday criticizing the Senate’s strategy on Hall.

“With his strong professional background and extensive experience in helping Missouri businesses create jobs, Jason Hall is exactly the type of strong leader Missourians need at our Department of Economic Development,” Nixon said. “This inaction by the Senate will not dissuade me from continuing to work relentlessly with business and community leaders to create jobs and keep our economy moving forward.”

The statement went on to say Hall would be retained in the governor’s office as a senior advisor on job creation issues.

Nixon appointed Chris Pieper, a deputy counsel in the governor’s office as interim director of DED. Pieper, who took the job in the governor’s office just weeks ago was formerly chief counsel of the department for two years.

The threat of Senate inaction cost the University of Missouri Board of Curators one of its members. Columbia lawyer Craig Van Matre, a Republican had been appointed originally by Nxion to fill a vacancy on the board in January 2010. Lack of action on Van Matre’s nomination caused Nixon to rescind the nomination before last year’s deadline. Nixon then appointed Van Matre to the board in June, while the legislature was out of session.

Van Matre’s nomination, though confirmed by the Senate’s Gubernatorial Appointments Committee was doomed from the moment it hit the floor Thursday. Sens. Jim Lembke, R-St. Louis and Kevin Engler, R-Farmington, immediately jumped to their feet to tell sponsor Sen. Kurt Schaefer, R-Columbia, that they intended to filibuster Van Matre’s nomination.

Both senators referred to a series of columns in Missouri newspapers that were critical of the legislature in general and certain senators in particular.

“If this guy is going to be saying these things about us, then he shouldn’t expect our support for his nomination,” said Engler. “He told me that once he was on the University Board of Curators he would have to temper his comments. I told him ‘You won’t have to worry about that, because, if it’s up to me and several of my members that you have written about, you won’t have to temper your comments, because you’re not going on the board.’”

Also shot down were Nixon’s nomination of former Department of Social Services Director Ronald J. Levy for a spot on the Missouri Consolidated Health Care Plan Board of Trustees, and Steven Sauter, nominated as a member Missouri Housing Development Commission.

Sens. Chuck Purgason, R-Caulfield, and Jason Crowell, R-Cape Girardeau, caused the governor to retract the nomination of St. Louis’ Joseph Hunt to serve on the State Highways and Transportation Commission. Purgason told colleagues Thursday that Hunt’s appointment to the commission would give the St. Louis region three members, with no representation from the northern, south central or southeastern regions of the state.

Sen. Brad Lager, R-Savannah, stopped the nomination process for two seats on the Northwest Missouri State University Board of Regents. Lager told colleagues that is Maryville residents Gene Dorrell and Robert Dowis were seated on the board, four of the eight board members would be from Maryville.

“We need better balance on the board,” said Lager.
UPDATE: Craig Van Matre is out as a UM System curator

By MISSOURIAN STAFF

February 2, 2012 | 1:02 p.m. CST

COLUMBIA — Craig Van Matre is disappointed that his run as curator for the University of Missouri System is over before it really got started.

As the UM System Board of Curators met in Kansas City, Van Matre's nomination by Gov. Jay Nixon went, at last, before the state Senate on Thursday morning.

Shortly after noon, as several legislators objected to Van Matre's confirmation, Sen. Kurt Schaefer, R-Columbia, withdrew the nomination.

"It's how I understood it would happen — that the filibuster could not be broken and, therefore, I was toast," a deflated Van Matre said a few minutes later in his Columbia law office.

Van Matre has been the board's interim representative for the district that includes Columbia and Boone County. Unless he is replaced soon, that district won't be represented on the board when it votes on proposed tuition increases. Those increases are being discussed at the meeting under way, and a vote is expected in the next few weeks.

The deadline for confirming Van Matre is this week. He said he had known for about a week that this was how his appointment would shake out. That was why he didn't attend the board meeting.

Nixon appointed Van Matre as a curator three times: in January, June and October 2011. Each of the first two times, Van Matre’s name was withdrawn before it could be voted on by the senate Gubernatorial Appointments Committee. On Monday, the committee voted 8-1 to move Van Matre's appointment forward to the full Senate.

The dissenting vote came from Senate Majority Floor Leader Tom Dempsey, R-St. Charles. He said Monday that his vote was influenced by a 2007 Columbia Daily Tribune editorial in which Van Matre criticized state Republicans' reaction to the Missouri Nonpartisan Court Plan.

That was again raised Thursday in the Senate debate. Finally, calling the proceedings "an insurmountable hill," Schaefer withdrew Van Matre's nomination.

That leaves two openings on the nine-member board, Van Matre's and that of Judith Haggard, who resigned recently. Pamela Henrickson of Jefferson City was confirmed last week.

Asked whether he would like to continue his involvement in the workings of the UM System, Van Matre said he didn't think the time was right to decide that.

"If being involved would hurt," he said, "I don't want to do that."

Van Matre has attended board meetings since his initial appointment. He called his opportunity to serve on the board an honor.

"It's an opportunity to do good work," he said.

In a statement released Thursday afternoon, Nixon said that during Van Matre's time on the board and throughout his professional career, he has served the University of Missouri and the state well. 

"Craig is an eminently qualified and dedicated public servant," the governor said, "and I appreciate his willingness to help move our state forward."
Mo. legislation would allow mountain lion killings 
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- A state senator has introduced legislation clarifying that anyone in Missouri may kill a mountain lion.

Republican Sen. Bill Stouffer, of Napton, offered the proposal Thursday. His bill would require anyone who kills a mountain lion to report immediately to a state conservation agent and surrender the body within 24 hours.

Missouri statutes are currently silent on the killing of mountain lions.

The Department of Conservation says Missouri has had 27 confirmed mountain lion sightings since 1994, mostly in southern sections near the Arkansas border.

In January, a man in Reynolds County caught a live male mountain lion in a large cage trap. Conservation agents collected DNA samples and released the cat into the wild.

Legislator wants St. Louis County tax bills to be mailed earlier 

By PAUL HAMPEL • phampel@post-dispatch.com > 314-727-6234 | Posted: Friday, February 3, 2012 12:05 am
St. Louis County would be required to mail tax bills each year by Oct. 20 — about two weeks earlier than normal — under a pending measure in the Missouri Legislature.

The bill's sponsor, state Sen. Jim Lembke, R-Lemay, said the effort was spurred by the county's delay in mailing tax bills in 2010.

Lembke says the county waited until after election day that year in order to shield County Executive Charlie A. Dooley, a Democrat, who had been in a tight race to keep his seat against Republican challenger Bill Corrigan.

"This bill is about transparency," Lembke said Thursday. "Politicians want to keep people in the dark when it comes to how their money is spent or what the future holds as far as their taxation is concerned. In that (2010) case, I think Charlie Dooley didn't want people to get higher tax bills right before election day."

County officials have denied the allegation, saying the delay had been due to disputes over some rates that the state auditor needed to resolve.

However, two county employees, who asked not to be identified, said at the time that the county's director of revenue, Eugene Leung, ordered that the bills be held until after election day to protect Dooley from potential voter anger.

Leung denied any such motive. He said that the bills went out late because the state auditor needed to certify several rates.

Currently, tax bills must be mailed by Dec. 2.

On Thursday, Leung said Lembke's proposal would be difficult to fulfill because of a change in state law that took effect in 2009 requiring the county to give taxpayers each spring an estimate of the property tax bill they receive in the fall.

"Before that new rule, we were able to get tax bills out probably by mid-October," Leung said. "But that rule took 30 days off the calendar of getting assessments done and tax bills generated."

Leung said tax bills now go out in early November.

"For us to be able to mail tax bills sooner than that, the state would first have to change one of the processes of that 2009 law," he said.
Bill proposes English as only language for driver’s exams

The sponsor said the bill is an issue of public safety.

By Dani Kass, The Maneater
Although driver’s license examinations are currently offered in 12 languages in Missouri, a proposed House bill could limit the options to just English.

House Bill 1147 and its substitute 1186, sponsored by Rep. Chuck Gatschenberger, R-Lake St. Louis, and Rep. Mark Parkinson, R-St. Charles, respectively, would make English the only option for exam takers.

Gatschenberger said this is an issue of public safety, and not all signs can be recognized by shape.

“The road signs that you see out there are not just all yield signs, stop signs, things like that,” he said. “There’s some signs coming up like ‘wrong way,’ and ‘this situation's coming up’ or ‘black ice.’”

Rep. Chris Kelly, D-Columbia, said the Missouri State Highway Patrol has spoken out against this bill.

“They’re the people who make those decisions analytically,” Kelly said. “They have decided the right way to conduct the measurement and the examination of drivers. I think that for us to meddle in it is foolish.”

Kelly said there would be safety issues if the bill is passed.

“I was a traffic judge for seven years, and I know this stuff,” Kelly said. “The practical effect is, if you prevent people from getting driver’s licenses, that means they also can’t get insurance, and they’re going to drive anyway because they need to drive to get to work or wherever.”

Kelly said though non-English speakers are no less likely to get into accidents than native speakers, it is still important that they are covered by insurance if they do get in an accident.

Rep. Stephen Webber, D-Columbia, said that the Missouri State Highway Patrol said roads could become more dangerous if people are driving without insurance and without being trained as well behind the wheel.

Gatschenberger said because driving without insurance is illegal, it should not be a factor in whether the bill passes.

“You can’t legislate morality, and you can’t fix stupid,” he said. “If people are going to drive illegally, they’re going to drive illegally. You’re not supposed to drive in the left lane either for long periods of time, but people do it all the time.”

Kelly said the bill serves as "political grandstand."

“There’s no other purpose of the bill except to be against people who can’t speak English,” he said.

Webber also said it serves as an anti-immigration bill.

“It is definitely throwing red meat to the folks who are anti-immigrant, whether legal or illegal,” he said. 

Gatschenberger said though he hears anti-immigration claims often, the sole purpose of the bill is public safety.

Missouri is one of thirty states that has declared English as the official language of the state, according to U.S. English, an organization that supports making English the official language in the United States. Eight states require driver’s license examinations to be taken in English.
Representative from Joplin calls for income tax deduction for storm shelters

Missouri News Horizon
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. — Having experienced and escaped frequent tornadoes since the 1970s, Rep. Bill Lant, R-Joplin, sponsors a bill that would offer a one-time income tax deduction up to $2,500 for the purchase and installation of a storm shelter.

Lant told a hearing of the House’s Ways and Means Committee Thursday that for a maximum of $2 million a year, 800 people would be able to participate on a first-come, first-served basis. Lant told the committee that the typical cost of a shelter was around $2,500 to $3,000, depending on the manufacturer and installation costs.

Lant said that southwest Missouri is too rocky to build other storm protective structures such as basements. To his knowledge, no single person who stayed in a storm shelter in the tornado last spring got injured.

“Everyone wants to have some kind of shelter, either community shelters or individual shelters… When storms of this magnitude hit us, there’s no safe place unless you are in a storm shelter,” Lant said.

According to the bill, the allowance would only apply to shelters made in America and would expire in six years if it was authorized.

State revenue numbers continue to lag behind projections
By Jo Mannies, Beacon political reporter 

Posted 1:44 pm Thu., 2.2.12 

Missouri state government's income continues to grow less than what the current budget projected, which likely will lead to budget withholdings in the final months. That's the word from state budget director Linda Luebbering, in response to the latest year-to-date growth rate of 1.3 percent, compared to a year ago.

This fiscal year's budget is based on growth of 2.7 percent.

But Luebbering emphasized that there's no plans for immediate cuts in this year's budget, which runs through June 30. "Not at this time,'' she said.

The state's monthly update reported that the net general-revenue collections for January 2012 "increased by 2 percent compared to those for January 2011, from $645.3 million to $658.5 million."

But the state will need much stronger increases during the next five months to meet the 2.7 percent annual growth rate used to calculate this fiscal year's budget. The budget director acknowledged that's unlikely.

Still, Luebbering said the January 2012 revenue numbers did contain some good news -- most notably, the 4.1 percent increase, compared to January 2011, in individual income taxes. For the entire fiscal year so far, the individual income-tax growth is 2 percent.

The state also saw sales and use tax collections increase by 3.5 percent during the month, compared to a year ago.

But that has been offset by sharp declines in corporate income tax payments, down 13 percent during January, compared to a year ago. For the year, corporate income taxes are down 10.8 percent.

Luebbering said the decline had nothing to do with the elimination of the state's corporate franchise tax, which she said shouldn't show up in revenue numbers until April.

She said she hoped the drop signaled, instead, more investment in corporate equipment and infrastructure. Such spending does offset state tax payments.

Here's the breakdown

GROSS COLLECTIONS BY TAX TYPE
Individual income tax collections
Increased 2.5 percent for the year, from $2.96 billion last year to $3.04 billion this year.

Increased 4.1 percent for the month.

Sales and use tax collections
Increased 2.4 percent for the year from $1.05 billion last year to $1.08 billion this year.

Increased 3.5 percent for the month.

Corporate income and corporate franchise tax collections
Decreased 10.8 percent for the year, from $264.4 million last year to $235.8 million this year.

Decreased 13.0 percent for the month.

All other collections
Decreased 23.1 percent for the year, from $244.6 million last year to $188.0 million this year.

Decreased 24.6 percent for the month.

Refunds
Decreased 8.9 percent for the year, from $427.4 million last year to $389.1 million this year.

Increased 6.3 percent for the month.
Missouri tax revenues still lagging behind budget 
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- Missouri's revenues continue to lag behind what's needed to balance the budget.

Figures from January show that net state revenues grew 2 percent over the same month last year. For the first seven months of the 2012 fiscal year, which began last July, Missouri's general revenues were up 1.3 percent.

That's about half the 2.7 percent growth rate that the governor's budget office says is needed to meet the budget.

Missouri gets most of its general revenues from individual income and sales taxes. Both of those categories are up about two-and-a-half percent for the fiscal year. But corporate taxes are down nearly 11 percent.

Missouri economic development director resigns 
By CHRIS BLANK 
Associated Press

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- Missouri's economic development director resigned after failing to win Senate confirmation, and lawmakers Thursday blocked several more of Gov. Jay Nixon's appointments to university, transportation, utility and health insurance boards.

In all, the Republican-led Senate blocked three appointments - to the University of Missouri system governing board, the Missouri Housing Development Commission and the Missouri Consolidated Health Care Plan board - and allowed the Democratic governor to withdraw others. The highest profile appointment to falter was for Jason Hall as the director of the Department of Economic Development.

Appointees must be confirmed by the Senate this week, or the person cannot be named to that position in state government. Senators return to the Capitol on Monday. The lifetime ban does not apply for those whose nominations were withdrawn, and it appears Hall later can be nominated economic development director because he resigned.

The confirmation process during the past several weeks has been more contentious than usual. Senate President Pro Tem Rob Mayer said it seemed communication between senators and the governor's office seemed to have broken down at some point over the nominees.

Mayer said Hall is bright and articulate but that several Republican senators did not believe the 36-year-old had enough experience to lead the state development agency.

"I didn't take any pleasure in denying him the opportunity to serve as Department of Economic Development director. However, I did have concerns about his lack of experience and his lack of experience with industry and business," said Mayer, R-Dexter.

Hall has served as director since his Dec. 30 appointment and before that was the executive director of the Missouri Technology Corp., a state-created nonprofit organization that aids technology- and science-based businesses. In addition to raising concerns about Hall's business experience, some senators have cited a state audit that criticized the Missouri Technology Corp. as a reason for their reluctance to confirm his appointment.

Nixon said Thursday that Hall will be a "senior member" of his administration. Nixon praised Hall's "strong professional background and extensive experience in helping Missouri businesses create jobs." The nomination was endorsed by the Missouri Chamber of Commerce and Industry and other business groups.

Nixon appointed Chris Pieper the acting department director while a search for a permanent director is conducted. Pieper, 33, had served as the department's general counsel from June 2010 until Jan. 18, when he joined Nixon's office as its deputy general counsel. Pieper is the fourth economic development director since Nixon took office in 2009.

Other appointments to stall Thursday were for Columbia attorney Craig Van Matre to the University of Missouri system Board of Curators, former Social Services Director Ron Levy to a state employee health insurance board and Stephen Sauter to the Missouri Housing Development Commission. None will be eligible for those boards.

GOP senators pointed to newspaper opinion pieces written by Van Matre that were critical of Republicans, including one that compared the Legislature to a theocracy such as the government in Iran. Lawmakers said freedom of speech is important but that there can be consequences.

"He has every right to offer his opinion on everything, every right," said Sen. Kevin Engler, R-Farmington. "And we are given the right as senators to take exception at those writings and then deny his appointment."

Nixon withdrew four appointments Thursday, including the nomination of former Democratic state Sen. Steve Stoll to the Public Service Commission and Joseph Hunt to the Missouri Highways and Transportation Commission.

The Public Service Commission regulates utilities and has five members with two vacancies. Stoll was to replace former Democratic lawmaker Robert Clayton, who was named to a state appeals court. Another spot opened on the Public Service Commission with the resignation of Jeff Davis, who previously was an aide to Republican lawmakers.

Senators said they support Stoll's nomination but wanted Nixon also to appoint a replacement for Davis.

Geographic concerns caused the stumble for Hunt, who is from St. Louis. Senators from southern Missouri said he would have become the third St. Louis-area member serving on the six-member commission.

Nixon's choice for economic development stands down
By Jason Rosenbaum, special to the Beacon 

Posted 11:17 am Thu., 2.2.12 

Gov. Jay Nixon's embattled choice to lead the Department of Economic Development is stepping aside amid the Missouri Senate's decision not to vote on his nomination.

Jason Hall, former executive director of the Missouri Technology Corp. and a former attorney with Bryan Cave, was selected to replace outgoing director David Kerr. The agency has recently faced questions over its handling of the Mamtek controversy.

But Hall's nomination faced a rocky reception, with Republican senators questioning his experience and his tenure at the MTC. The Senate did not vote on his nomination yesterday, just two days before a deadline to act.

Nixon's office announced that Hall would step aside and that Nixon's deputy counsel Chris Pieper would serve as acting director. Pieper served as the Department of Economic Development's general counsel from June 2010 to January 2012.

"With his strong professional background and extensive experience in helping Missouri businesses create jobs, Jason Hall is exactly the type of strong leader Missourians need at our Department of Economic Development," Nixon said in a statement. "This inaction by the Senate will not dissuade me from continuing to work relentlessly with business and community leaders to create jobs and keep our economy moving forward."

The press release said that Hall "will continue to work closely with Gov. Nixon to create jobs and expand Missouri's economy as a senior member of the governor's administration."

Nixon spokesman Sam Murphey said in an email that Hall will serve as the deputy director of the Department of Economic Development.

The release also said Pieper will serve as acting director while Nixon's office conducts a search for a permanent director. Pieper previously served as deputy general counsel for the Department of Natural Resources and as legislative liaison for the Department of Revenue.
University of Missouri campuses seek tuition increases

University of Missouri’s four campuses grapple with more proposed cuts in state aid.

By MARÁ ROSE WILLIAMS
The Kansas City Star 

Members of the University of Missouri Board of Curators winced at the numbers they heard.

A full 9 percent increase in tuition needed for the science and engineering campus at Rolla, three times the rate of inflation.

But it was the even higher percentage that was not discussed Thursday — although everyone present was only too aware of it — that caused most of the pain: the proposed 12.5 percent cut in state funds for the 2012-13 school year.

Both numbers might shrink before the budgeting process is done, but neither will go away.

Students and their parents will have to shoulder a larger part of university revenue through tuition checks.

At the University of Missouri-Kansas City — which has asked for the smallest increase, 3 percent — tuition would go from $7,737 to $7,968 for an in-state undergraduate student. Add the required fees, also higher, and the price tag to attend is $8,926 a year.

In 1977, Jefferson City provided nearly 47 percent of the university system’s operation revenue. This year, 15 percent.

Consider UMKC, where state appropriations per student have fallen from $9,004 in 2010 to a projected $5,742 in 2013, when Gov. Jay Nixon’s office would snip an additional $50 million from the university system.

“These tuition increases are in every way related to the reduction of state funding,” Curator Warren Erdman of Kansas City said.

No decisions were made Thursday at the new Student Union, where the board spent hours listening to the administrators: Columbia needed 7.5 percent more in tuition; the St. Louis campus, 8.2 percent.

“The justification is that it is just what it takes to keep the university going,” said Columbia Chancellor Brady Deaton. “These increases are all coming with great sacrifice.”

Those sacrifices will continue, as the board suggested that the schools begin looking for non-academic programs to eliminate.

UMKC Chancellor Leo Morton said his school opted to hold the increase down to 3 percent and instead shoot for recruiting more students. He said if the university raised tuition too high, the student UMKC is going after to boost its enrollment probably will go elsewhere.

Tuition at UMKC is already higher than at nearby public four-year schools, including the University of Kansas and Kansas State University. 

In Kansas, state appropriations account for 22 percent of KU’s budget this year, about half of what it was 30 years ago. Tuition and fees now account for 21 percent, up from 8.3 percent in 1981.

If Missouri legislators approve Nixon’s proposal, the universities will have seen about 25 percent of their state aid evaporate in three years.

Deaton said his campus already had cut spending by $8 million by reducing staff and administrative costs. 

“But you just can’t keep chopping,” he said. “We have to ensure quality. It is what our students and our parents demand.”

In her presentation, Nikki Krawitz, university system vice president for finance, noted:

• Administrative costs have been cut the last four years, and they are lower than at other public doctoral institutions.

• Most students don’t pay the sticker price on tuition. Because of financial aid, 80 percent of students pay about half.

• The average tuition increase over the last five years has been 2.7 percent.

“We have done a great job of trying to keep tuitions low for our students,” Krawitz said.

That low average, however, stems in part from past deals that curators made with the governor not to raise tuition.

“I voted for it, but I’m beginning to wonder about those two years we agreed not to raise tuition,” Erdman said, referring to the 2008 agreement. 

He called the tuition proposals he heard Thursday “hard to digest.”

“I’m not looking forward to voting on a tuition schedule such as this,” he said.

Missouri law now caps tuition hikes at the rate of inflation, unless the state commissioner of higher education grants a waiver, which was done last year. Under the proposals heard Thursday, all campuses but UMKC will need one again. 

Although tuition’s share of the revenue pie has only risen by 4 percent over the last 25 years, other sources, such as grants, service sales and endowments, have grown.

Patient revenues from the system’s medical schools, for example, made up just 7 percent of income in 1977. Today, it’s 25 percent and represents $664.7 million of the system’s $2.6 billion operating budget. Much of that revenue though goes back into the medical schools to pay doctor salaries, Deaton said. 

The majority of tuition revenue goes to instruction, scholarships and student services. Salaries for faculty and staff eat up the largest chunk of the budget.

Although most tuition dollars help pay those salaries, they alone cannot cover the payroll. Consider UMKC, where tuition and fees in 2011 brought in $141.1 million. At the same time, salaries and wages for 4,018 members of the school’s faculty and staff were $179.2 million.
Mo. curators wary of proposed tuition increase 
ALAN SCHER ZAGIER 
Associated Press

COLUMBIA, Mo. (AP) -- University of Missouri curators want to see more spending cuts in non-academic programs before they agree to increase tuition at the system's four campuses.

The seven remaining members of the 9-person governing board responded coolly Thursday to a proposed 7.5 percent tuition increase for Missouri residents attending the Columbia campus. The suggested increases are even higher at the St. Louis (8.2 percent) and Rolla (9 percent) campuses. The Kansas City campus would see a 3 percent increase.

But they also realize that administrators may have little choice given Gov. Jay Nixon's call for a 12.5 percent cut in state funding for higher education. That would create a $50 million hole in the system's budget and reduce the university's share of state money to its lowest levels since 1995, provided lawmakers agree with the governor's recommendation. During that same time, campus enrollment grew by more than 50 percent.

"It's hard to digest," said curator Warren Erdman. "It's hard to accept."

Erdman and his colleagues asked campus leaders and incoming President Tim Wolfe to further tighten spending, just as the university issued a news release touting its cost-cutting efforts in advance of a Friday briefing to the Board of Curators at the University of Missouri-Kansas City.

"We have been steadfast in our commitment to be responsible stewards of university assets and resources," said Nikki Krawitz, vice president of finance and administration. "We have been doing more with less for years, with the ultimate beneficiaries being our students and the citizens of our state."

The proposal would boost the cost of tuition and student fees at the Columbia campus to $9,539, a $622 increase, starting in the fall. Students at Missouri University of Science and Technology in Rolla would pay $9,773 next year, a $749 increase.

But those numbers don't reflect the actual sticker price of attending college after financial aid is taken into account. The average student in Columbia will receive nearly $4,000 in grants, officials pointed out Thursday. The same report from Krawitz noted that Missouri's 14.3 percent cumulative tuition increase over the past five years is easily the lowest compared to state universities in eight surrounding states. Those hikes ranged from 23.4 percent at the University of Arkansas to 49.3 percent at the University of Tennessee

The board didn't vote on the tuition proposal Thursday but plans to hold a special meeting before its next scheduled session in April.

Nixon has already warned university leaders to avoid hefty boosts in tuition and instead explore administrative spending reductions, and could impose further cuts if the Missouri system's tuition increase exceeds the Consumer Price Index, which is 3 percent. Under Missouri law, public institutions need state approval to increase resident undergraduate tuition beyond the inflation rate.

The university received such permission from the state Commissioner of Higher Education last year, and then saw Nixon withhold an additional 1.1 percent of the system's budget after lawmakers approved a 5 percent spending cut.

This time around, university leaders are more vocal with their displeasure. The four campus chancellors and the acting system president, Steve Owens, sent a dire letter to professors and other university employees last week outlining the possible ramifications. Chancellor Brady Deaton sent his own follow-up warning to the Columbia campus a day later.

Nixon's budget cuts would likely scuttle a promised 3 percent pay raise to campus workers, said University of Missouri-St. Louis chancellor Tom George. And the proposed tuition increase would still not be enough to avoid additional reduced spending.

"At some point, you're no longer defined as the institution that you are. You change," he said. "Right now we have a super product. You can't keep whittling away at it."
Missouri agriculture director to speak to local business leaders Friday

Friday, February 3, 2012
Southeast Missourian 

Dr. Jon Hagler, director of the Missouri Department of Agriculture, will speak to business leaders at the Cape Girardeau Area Chamber of Commerce First Friday Coffee tomorrow at the Show Me Center. 

Hagler is Missouri's 21st Director of Agriculture, appointed by Gov. Jay Nixon in 2009. Hagler was raised in rural Dent County and today raises horses and cattle. Before becoming director of agriculture, he worked at the University of Missouri-Rolla. 

The program begins at 7:40 a.m. 
Missouri State Highway Patrol: Prescription laws have had effect on meth production

Friday, February 3, 2012
By Patrick T. Sullivan ~ Southeast Missourian 

Statistics kept by the Missouri State Highway Patrol indicate that methamphetamine-related incidents have gone down in some parts of Southeast Missouri since many cities began requiring a prescription to purchase pseudoephedrine. 

Nearly 60 Missouri communities have adopted laws that require prescriptions to get pseudoephedrine, a primary ingredient in meth. Southeast Missouri communities that have adopted such a law include Cape Girardeau, Jackson, Scott City, Perryville, Poplar Bluff, Dexter and Sikeston. 

Pseudoephedrine, commonly found in products like Sudafed and Claritin D, clears the nasal passages and offers cold relief by stopping the body's secretions. 

However, 85 to 90 percent of pseudoephedrine purchased in Missouri is used to produce the illicit drug, said Jason Grellner, a Franklin County narcotics investigator and vice president of the Missouri Narcotics Officers Association. That number has been disputed by some, such as those who represent the health and beauty industry. 

Cape Girardeau County had 66 methamphetamine-related incidents, or an average of 5.5 incidents per month, in 2010, according to highway patrol statistics. Cape Girardeau's prescription law went into effect in December of that year, while Jackson's law was voted into effect in October 2010. 

Incidents include the discovery of labs and the seizure of chemicals and supplies used to make the drug and dump sites. 

Through November 2011, Cape Girardeau County had 39 meth-related incidents for the year, for an average of slightly more than 3.5 incidents per month, according to the highway patrol data. 

Cape Girardeau County was on pace for fewer than 45 incidents last year, more than a 30 percent drop from 2010. 

Pharmacists and health care providers in Cape Girardeau have expressed mixed reactions to prescription-only laws. But many pharmacists say they're seeing far less traffic from people they suspected were buying the drug for illicit reasons. 

Broadway Prescription Shop owner Kevin Wood said prescription-only laws have been the best solution and that all his pseudoephedrine customers have been legitimate users since Cape Girardeau's law went into effect. 

"We're seeing a lot less scary people," he said. 

Cape Girardeau County prosecutor Morley Swingle opposed the law when it was being debated in Cape Girardeau. He has said he believes requiring a prescription for the pills creates a financial hardship on people who suffer from colds and allergies, especially those who are uninsured. 

Scott County saw an even larger decrease after its two largest cities, Scott City and Sikeston, enacted prescription laws. Scott City's law went into effect Jan. 1, 2011, while Sikeston's went into effect on a trial basis in April 2010. The trial ended with the law being adopted after a year. 

Scott County had 64 meth-related incidents in 2010, or an average of 5.3 incidents per month. That's almost as many as Cape Girardeau County, which has almost twice the population of Scott County. 

Through November 2011, Scott County had 27 incidents, or 2.45 incidents per month, according to the patrol data. The county was on pace for fewer than 30 incidents in 2011, a more than 50 percent drop. 

New Madrid County also saw a substantial drop in meth-related incidents in 2011. In 2010, 49 incidents were reported. Through November 2011, 23 incidents had been reported, making the monthly average just less than two incidents. Sikeston is partially in New Madrid County, and Portageville recently enacted a law requiring prescriptions for pseudoephedrine. The county was on pace for roughly 25 incidents in 2011, almost half of 2010's 49 incidents. 

Although there has been a substantial reduction in meth-related incidents in some Southeast Missouri counties, a bill suggesting a statewide prescription law was recently shot down in the Senate. 

New legislation that would lower the state's monthly and annual limits on the amount of pseudoephedrine a person can buy and require a doctor's prescription for felony drug offenders was introduced last month and has the backing of the Consumer Healthcare Products Association. 
Koster sues Joplin rehab contractor
Missouri News Horizon
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. — Attorney General Chris Koster is suing a Branson West contractor for failing to provide goods and home repairs paid for by tornado victims. 

Koster alleges the business, ABP Quality Construction, Inc., would take homeowners money then not deliver on the goods and services the homeowners purchased.

Koster has filed a cease and desist order against the business and its owner E. Brian Sides of Reeds Spring. The attorney general also wants Sides to pay full restitution to homeowners as well as an additional $1,000 in civil penalties for each violation of state law.

“Unfortunately, there are always those who will take advantage of unsuspecting consumers during times of tragedy,” Koster said, “I want to assure consumers that this office will never stop pursuing those who engage in this illegal behavior.”
Republican AG candidate visits Cape

Friday, February 3, 2012
By Scott Moyers ~ Southeast Missourian 

Ed Martin, who announced his intentions last month to run for Missouri attorney general, made a stop in Cape Girardeau on Thursday to host an hourlong discussion with fellow Republicans that largely centered on President Barack Obama's health care law. 

Martin, the St. Louis lawyer who dropped a congressional campaign to run against Democrat incumbent Chris Koster, said Thursday that Koster has not led the fight against what Republicans popularly deride as ObamaCare. 

"We're at a pretty critical crossroads in Missouri," Martin said. "The attorney general has not fought back against ObamaCare. That's a fundamental part of the job, especially in light of Proposition C where a vast majority of Missourians said they didn't want it." 

Martin said Koster didn't file a lawsuit along with many other states until late in the game and then described the filing as "poor" and "halfhearted." 

"You have a role as attorney general, and that's supposed to be fighting back," he said. "This AG hasn't done that." 

About a dozen or so Republicans gathered at U.S. Rep. Jo Ann Emerson's campaign headquarters on Broadway to meet with Martin. Those in attendance included Kathy Swan, a Cape Girardeau City Council member and Missouri House candidate. 

Swan said she has known Martin for more than a dozen years. 

"I can tell you without hesitation he has the energy, the drive, the ambition and the persistence to run the tough race and win it," Swan said. "Besides that, he has the kind of personality we need in the AG's office -- he will not give up." 

But Democrats have chided Martin, formerly chief of staff for Gov. Matt Blunt, for changing his mind about what race to run in several times. The party issued a statement after Martin announced his candidacy, pointing out that he had previously declared for Missouri's 2nd and 3rd congressional districts, the U.S. Senate and even flirted at a run for governor in the past two years. 

"This most recent announcement makes five offices in the past two years that Ed has actively sought," party spokeswoman Caitlin Legacki said. "We welcome Ed to the race for however long he decides to stay." 

Martin has dismissed the discussion about him switching jobs by pointing out that Koster switched parties a year before he ran for attorney general. 

Martin is a graduate of St. Louis University School of Law. In 2010, he ran against U.S. Rep. Russ Carnahan but lost by a few thousand votes. 
Long in no rush to raise cash for re-election in 7th District
Springfield News-Leader
WASHINGTON — While other new lawmakers have scurried to scoop up campaign contributions, U.S. Rep. Billy Long seems to be gathering funds at a leisurely pace.

The freshman Republican raised $121,000 in the last three months of 2011 — not a tally that will likely scare off challengers. He raised about $64,000 from individual donors and $56,500 from political action committees in the fourth quarter of 2011.

He ended the year with about $325,000 cash in the bank. And he has attracted his share of establishment cash. He snagged $1,000 from developer Sam Coryell, along with $2,500 from Craig Schnuck, owner of Schnucks Markets. His PAC donations include $5,000 from House Speaker John Boehner’s leadership committee, the Freedom Project, and another $5,000 from House Majority Leader Eric Cantor’s leadership PAC.

Business groups, too, have written him checks. Home Depot Inc.’s PAC gave him $2,000 last quarter. Boeing’s PAC added a $1,000 contribution to $3,000 it had donated earlier in 2011. And he received several donations from health care interests, such as the American Hospital Association and St. Louis-based Express Scripts, which each donated $1,000 through their PACs last quarter, and the American Society of Anesthesiologists, which gave Long $5,000 in 2011.

If Long isn’t as engaged as some of his House colleagues in the race for campaign cash, it’s no wonder. So far, no other candidates have filed campaign finance reports showing they are interested in the 7th District House seat.

Among other area lawmakers, U.S. Rep. Jo Ann Emerson, R-Cape Girardeau, raised about $208,000 in the last three months of the year and more than $700,000 overall in 2011. Her campaign spent almost $185,000 last quarter, and she ended 2011 with $212,584 in the bank.

Emerson raised $140,000 from PACs in the fourth quarter, including $3,000 from Exxon Mobil, $2,500 from the American Hospital Association and $3,000 from a cotton industry group. She raised about $67,000 from individuals.

Rep. Vicky Hartzler, R-Harrisonville, raised even less than Long — taking in $74,000 in the final quarter of 2011, with about $44,000 from individuals and $30,000 from PACs. Hartzler had $244,000 cash on hand at the end of 2011.

By contrast, the Missouri Senate race is hot and heavy when it comes to fundraising. U.S. Sen. Claire McCaskill’s campaign announced last week that she had raised more than $1.4 million in the fourth quarter and ended 2011 with nearly $5 million in the bank.

One of her opponents, St. Louis businessman John Brunner, used more than $1 million of his own money to fuel his bid. He raised about $229,000 from individuals and chipped in $1.03 million from his own pocket, for a total of $1.26 million.

Brunner spent almost all of that, burning through $1.05 million from Oct. 1 through Dec. 31, and he ended the year with $209,000 cash on hand.

Rep. Todd Akin, R-St. Louis County, raised about $230,000 in the fourth quarter, and he finished the year with $1.15 million cash on hand.

Sarah Steelman, former state treasurer and a GOP contender, raised just under $85,000 and spent about $73,000. She had previously loaned her campaign her campaign $400,000, and ended the year with nearly $573,000.

She downplayed the importance of fundraising in the campaign.

“The media will try to make this primary election all about the money,” she said. “I want make this election all about restoring government to the people.”
Senate rejects McCaskill-backed measure to ban earmarks permanently
By Robert Koenig, Beacon Washington correspondent 

Posted 4:53 pm Thu., 2.2.12 

WASHINGTON - The U.S. Senate on Thursday rejected, in a 59-40 vote, an effort by Sens. Claire McCaskill and Pat Toomey to ban permanently the practice of earmarking -- that is, channeling funds to specific favored projects.

Even though their amendment fell far short of the 60 votes that would have been needed to pass it, McCaskill, D-Mo., and Toomey, R-Pa., claimed a "small victory" because the chairman of the Senate Appropriations Committee -- in an apparent effort to head off support for the measure -- announced earlier Thursday that the current "moratorium" on earmarks, which is not written into law, would be extended through 2013.

"Earmarking is a flawed, arbitrary process that should end," McCaskill said in a statement after the vote. "Our spending decisions must be based on merit, not on who you know and who serves on what committee. I will continue to fight this bad habit and hope we will someday succeed in going beyond a temporary moratorium to a permanent ban."

The earmark measure -- which Toomey and McCaskill had first announced in November -- defined an earmark as any congressionally directed spending item, limited tax benefit or limited tariff benefit. It would have created a new category of "points of order" in the Senate to allow any senator to raise an objection to a bill that contains earmarks; the point of order would only apply to the specific earmark. A two-thirds vote would have been required to override such an objection.

The earmark ban was one of numerous amendments that the Senate considered to the Stop Trading on Congressional Knowledge (STOCK) Act, which would explicitly ban members of Congress, their top staffers and senior administration officials from insider trading. The bill, approved later Thursday, also would require lawmakers and others to disclose publicly their financial transactions within a month, rather than only once a year. 

U.S. Sen. Roy Blunt, R-Mo.: Congress should not "cede control of all federal spending to President (Barack) Obama."

Among those opposing the Toomey-McCaskill earmark amendment were Sens. Roy Blunt, R-Mo., and Dick Durbin, D-Ill. -- both of whom serve on the Appropriations Committee, which in the past had been a prime source of earmarks. Sen. Mark Kirk, R-Ill., who is still recuperating from a stroke suffered last month, did not vote.

Blunt said he voted no because he did not think it was wise for Congress to "cede control of all federal spending to President (Barack) Obama and to the unelected bureaucrats who are unaccountable to taxpayers in Missouri or elsewhere in America." Blunt argued that "directing federal spending is a congressional responsibility that is mandated by the U.S. Constitution, and lawmakers do our constituents a disservice" if they would yield too many spending decisions to the administration.

But Toomey -- saying he was concerned that too many lawmakers wanted to get rid of the current earmark moratorium -- contended that "for years, earmarks played a role in fueling the overspending in Washington and undermining the integrity of our legislative process. We cannot afford to allow Congress to resume earmarking and playing pork-barrel politics with taxpayer dollars."

Both McCaskill and Toomey vowed to continue to try to find a way to gain congressional approval of a permanent ban on earmarks. They said the amendment had been backed by several influential groups, including Citizens Against Government Waste, the Taxpayers Protection Alliance, the Club for Growth, Heritage Action and the tea-party group Freedom Works.

McCaskill, who has fought the practice of earmarking for years, said in a Senate exchange with Toomey this week: "For too long, too many senators believed that the measure of their work as a senator was how much money they were bringing home. Instead of the measure of your worth being how much you can spend, I think the measure of your work should be how much you can save."

In his statement, Blunt said that "there's no doubt that both parties have contributed to this problem, and it will take both parties to restore accountability to the way Washington spends taxpayers' dollars." Noting that he had supported other amendments Thursday that would "instill more accountability in the nation's budget," Blunt said:

"Members of Congress and the executive branch have a responsibility to spend Americans' money more wisely and with greater transparency and accountability."

Blunt, McCaskill and Durbin later voted for final passage of the STOCK Act, which the Senate approved 96 to 3. In a statement, Blunt said: “Members of Congress, their staffers, and employees in the executive branch should be held to the same rules that apply to other Americans when it comes to insider trading, and I support continued transparency and accountability across all levels of government.”
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Eco Devo director quits

February 2, 2012 By Bob Priddy 

Governor Nixon is looking for his fourth economic development director in four years. The state senate has refused to confirm his appointment of Jason Hall . Hall resigned before the senate could take a confirmation vote and after Nixon refused to withdraw the nomination. 

Several senators say he would have been good to serve as an associate director where he could get the experience needed to direct the department.

Hall is 36. He will join the governor’s office staff. Nixon deputy counsel Chris Pieper will become acting DED director. He’s a former general counsel for the agency.

Senate lashes out at Nixon appointments
February 3, 2012 By Bob Priddy 

The state senate has taken Governor Nixon and several of his appointees to state positions to the woodshed and several of them don’t have jobs or positions anymore.

These are people appointed to administer or oversee the programs and agencies that serve Missourians. In one 24-hour period, the designated economic development director resigned before the senate could throw him out of office by refusing to confirm his appointment. A Democratic Public Service Commissioner’s appointment was withdrawn because the Senate wants to see who the next Republican appointee will be. Two Northwest Missouri State University Trustees nominations were withdrawn. So was a nominee to the state transportation commission because he’s from the wrong part of the state.

A former state social services director’s nomination to the Missouri Consolidated Healthcare Board was killed when allegations were made of improper spending while he headed the department. And the senate killed the nomination of Craig van Matre to the University of Missouri Board of Curators because it didn’t like some things he said about Republicans in the Columbia newspaper.

One senator warned Governor Nixon not to appoint one of the people he had withdrawn from confirmation after the legislature leaves in May. He says the senate is tired of the governor playing games like that.
Bill would require ‘pings’ of missing persons’ cell phones

February 3, 2012 By Mike Lear 

A House Committee has heard testimony on a bill that would clear the way for cell phone companies to provide cell phone location information to law enforcement in certain missing persons cases.

Greg and Missey Smith call the bill "Kelsey Smith's law," for their daughter (pictured).

The language of House Bill 1108 has been introduced three previous times in Missouri, and has been passed out of the House but never out of the Senate. It would require companies to locate, or “ping” a cell phone, when law enforcement requests that information in emergencies in which a missing person is in danger of serious physical injury or death. It also protects cell phone companies from being sued for providing that information under the guidelines of the bill.

Missey Smith has advocated for the bill each time. “It’s time that this gets changed.”

Missey and her husband, Greg Smith, are proponents of the bill commonly named for their daughter Kelsey, who was kidnapped from Overland Park, Kansas and found murdered in southern Jackson County in 2007.

Greg, now a legislator in Kansas, says if such language had been law then Kelsey might have been saved. “June 2, 2007 was the night she went missing and she was found four days later … Once that information was released by the cell phone company it only took forty-five minutes to recover her body.” A former police officer, he adds, “If you can get that kind of response in a missing person case, that’s just absolutely light years ahead of what we’re doing right now.”

Missey says the bill changes one component of current law. “They may turn this information over already. So, they’ve already got all of this in place. The Kelsey Smith Act, or this legislation, states they will. That’s the difference. It goes from ‘may’ to ‘shall.’”

No one testified against the bill in the hearing of the House Committee on Utilities.

Missey says it is frustrating the bill has not become law yet, and its sponsor agrees.

This is the first year Representative Jeanie Lauer (R-Blue Springs) has carried the language. “We have history and tracking that shows that this legislation is great, it’s in other states and it is time for Missouri to step up to the plate.”

The bill is currently law in Kansas, Nebraska, Minnesota, New Hampshire and North Dakota. It is being considered this year in Hawaii and the Smiths say it could be taken up later this year in Massachusetts and Illinois. The Smiths says they know of two cases in the states where the law has passed in which cell phone location information has led to the safe recovery of a missing person.

Missy says she will be back in Missouri as needed to push for the bill to become law this year. “Whatever it takes to get it done.”
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St. Louis legislator, governor tangle over security in state Capitol
By Jason Rosenbaum, special to the Beacon 

Posted 11:06 pm Thu., 2.2.12 

State Sen. Robin Wright-Jones, D-St. Louis City, has introduced legislation aimed at beefing up security at the Missouri Capitol Building, a move which comes days after target stickers raised alarm within the Jefferson City structure.

The senator filed a bill on Thursday that would authorize the state’s Office of Administration to contract with private firms to provide armed guards at the Missouri Capitol. She also seeks to restore the metal detectors removed from entrances several years ago.

It would also prompt the Office of Administration to set up a series of video cameras inside the Capitol Building.

"I firmly believe scanners should be reinstalled at the Capitol entrance and that Capitol Police be assigned to monitor the public as they enter," Wright-Jones said in a statement. "It is my understanding that these monitors were purchased through federal grant money available to states after 9-11, but were removed several years later due to budgetary constraints. This equipment is likely stored somewhere on state property and I intend to ask the Office of Administration about the possibility of reinstalling these safety devices."

The bill comes a little over week after orange target stickers appeared on a number of lawmakers’ nameplates. Senators who confirmed receiving the stickers on their nameplates include: Wright-Jones; Sens. Jolie Justus, D-Kansas City; Kiki Curls, D-Kansas City, Maria Chappelle-Nadal, D-University City, and Victor Callahan, D-Independence. The nameplate of Rep. Scott Dieckhaus, R-Washington, was also stickered.

Wright-Jones also criticized Gov. Jay Nixon’s recent comments against re-installing metal detectors in the Capitol. The governor, also a Democrat, told KMOX radio that if “we start spending a bunch of money and making everybody get wanded to come into their capital because a couple people put stickers on the wall, where are we as a society?”

In response those comments, Wright-Jones said “I think the governor was not feeling us when he made his statements last week.”

“We have friends, family members … people who care about our safety,” Wright-Jones said. “If those targets had been on anybody but us, if they had been on his office or his family, he would have had a different response.”

Wright-Jones discussed the incident further yesterday with Chappelle-Nadal during a filibuster of legislation altering workplace discrimination regulations. Wright-Jones’ inquiry with Chappelle-Nadal.

Wright-Jones said that while the Capitol Building "is wide open – as well as it should be – to the public," she also believes "we need to keep them safe as well.”

“We need protection in this building,” Wright-Jones added later. “You can’t go into City Hall, you can’t go into the (St. Louis County Government Center,) you can’t go to the courts, you can’t go to the jails, you can’t go to the schools, you can’t go in Busch Stadium, you can’t go into Scottrade Center, you cannot go into the (Edward Jones Dome) without having your bags checked or without going through some type of security.”

In her statement, Wright-Jones added that the governor "showed an overall lack of compassion and understanding about this event. He is sadly mistaken to think that this incident should be taken lightly and not be given a full and thorough investigation."

The legislation was first-read on Thursday and has not been assigned to a committee.

Wright-Jones irked by Nixon's "lack of compassion" on Capitol security concerns

BY JAKE WAGMAN • jwagman@post-dispatch.com > 314-340-8268 | Posted: Thursday, February 2, 2012 4:00 pm
ST. LOUIS • State Sen. Robin Wright-Jones, one of several lawmakers who had target stickers affixed near the entrance to their Jefferson City offices last month, wants more than just stepped-up security in the Capitol.

She wants a little more concern from the governor.

The St. Louis legislator took a swipe at Gov. Jay Nixon, a fellow Democrat, for what she considers an inadequate response to the ominous adhesives.

Both Wright-Jones and State Sen. Maria Chappelle-Nadal, D-University City, found orange stickers resembling gun targets placed on their nameplates on Jan. 24.

Nixon did not sound alarmed about the incident when, afterwards, he told KMOX (1120-AM) he did not think metal detectors should be installed in the Capitol.

"Boy, oh boy," Nixon told the radio station. "If we start spending a bunch of money and making everybody get wanded to come into their Capitol because a couple people put stickers on the wall, where are we as a society?”

On Thursday, Wright-Jones issued a statement saying that Nixon has "showed an overall lack of compassion and understanding about this event."

"He is sadly mistaken to think that this incident should be taken lightly and not be given a full and thorough investigation," Nixon said. "This thinking undercuts the work already begun by the Capitol Police and the Missouri Highway Patrol."

Wright-Jones on Thursday filed a bill allowing for video surveillance in all public spaces in the Capitol.

She also wants metal detectors at the entrances to the Capitol to provide a "modicum of protection against potential perpetrators."

While it will be up to the Senate to decide where her security camera legislation goes, installing metal detectors may have a different set of complications.

Lawmakers with the proper permit can legally carry a concealed handgun into the state Capitol, a right that was extended to some staff under a bill passed last year.

Progressive legislative caucus blasts Komen decision
By Jo Mannies, Beacon political reporter 

Posted 12:55 am Fri., 2.3.12 

Thirty-four members of the Missouri General Assembly's bipartisan Progressive Caucus have formally asked the national Susan G. Komen for the Cure foundation "to reconsider their decision to cut cancer-screening funding to Planned Parenthood."

The group has signed letters sent to the foundation and to its chief executive, Nancy Brinker.

"The foundation's decision to cut funding for breast cancer prevention, screening, and education at Planned Parenthood health centers will affect hundreds of thousands of women," said State Rep. Stacey Newman, D-Richmond Heights and chair of the caucus.

The caucus calls the Komen decision "simply wrong."

The caucus is siding with more than 50 members of Congress who are defending Planned Parenthood, citing its health care programs for hundreds of thousands of women nationally "who would otherwise have no treatment."

The Komen foundation had been issuing grants of at least $700,000 annually to Planned Parenthood for health services and education. The foundation is dropping the agency because of a congressional investigation into its activities.

No Planned Parenthood operations in Missouri receive Komen grants.

Said Newman: "So many women, particularly low income and students, rely on these services. This is about health and preventing cancer, not a political agenda. "We all know many women who have relied on Planned Parenthood for screenings or other well-woman exams which have unexpectedly detected early stages of cancer. Many lives have been saved because of access to Planned Parenthood preventive services."

Newman noted that the Progressive Caucus recently introduced a joint resolution in the Missouri House in favor of "family planning and wellness services which Missouri women depend on for their reproductive health."
Huckabee says Wagner would stand up to Washington Democrats
By Jo Mannies, Beacon political reporter 

Posted 12:00 am Fri., 2.3.12 

Republican congressional candidate Ann Wagner brought in former Arkansas Gov. Mike Huckabee for a rally Thursday night that appeared aimed largely at underscoring Wagner's hefty financial and political advantage in the 2nd District contest.

Before a crowd of several hundred at the Drury Inn in Chesterfield, Huckabee lauded Wagner as a tough and loyal conservative who "will be a leader in the Congress when she gets there."

Huckabee asserted that Wagner also would be unafraid to take on President Barack Obama, should he win re-election. But he added, "I hope she has a new president to work with next year."

"Some people, depending on the political mood of a particular election, will take a position because they think that’s what the voters want to hear," said Huckabee. "But with Ann, the issues that Ann stands for and believes in are the issues that she has always stood for."

"Ann understands what it takes to be a part of a small business operation. She understands what it means to be a wife and a mother and raise kids," Huckabee continued. "She is also a grassroots political organizer who has never ever been far from the front lines of the grassroots movement. Because, like the grassroots, Ann believes in limited government, local government, and a government that respects the sanctity of human life from conception."

Huckabee also praised the candidate's husband, Ray Wagner, an executive with Enterprise Rent-A-Car and former official for Republican governors in Missouri and Illinois.

Huckabee said that Wagner was among no more than a dozen congressional candidates who he plans to support and assist during this election year.

Huckabee portrayed Obama as "a president whose policies have taken the government off the tracks."

The crowd cheered as Huckabee blamed Obama for rising prices for gasoline, bread and milk, and declining values for homes and on the stock market. Huckabee contended that the latter has resulted in "a pension not worth anything."

Even without Huckabee's help, Wagner has been in a strong political position in her bid to succeed fellow Republican Todd Akin for the 2nd District congressional seat. It is a post she is believed to have coveted for years, even as she led the state Republican Party and help key positions with the Republican National Committee and, most recently, as U.S. ambassador to Luxembourg.

Her last campaign report, filed earlier this week, showed Wagner with more than $1 million in the bank.

Her longtime GOP campaign rival, St. Louis lawyer Ed Martin, has switched to another contest. Her recently announced new primary opponent, physician Randy Jotte, has reported $133,516 in the bank, which includes a

$100,000 personal loan from himself. 

And so far, no big-name Democrat has announced plans to run the 2nd District, although some national Democrats have sought to encourage U.S. Rep. Russ Carnahan, D-St. Louis, who lost his 3rd District in the redrawn state congressional map.

Allies close to Wagner says she isn't concerned about the possibility of the courts tossing out that map. The alternative map circulated by Democrats still keeps the 2nd comfortably Republican, GOP activists say.
Brunner's early efforts point to heavy spending in Senate race

BY BILL LAMBRECHT • blambrecht@post-dispatch.com > 202-298-6880 | Posted: Thursday, February 2, 2012 12:00 pm
WASHINGTON • Even before he became a candidate for the U.S. Senate, John Brunner spent $335,600 while deciding whether to run -- nearly one third of the $1 million-plus he has invested thus far in his quest for the Republican nomination.

Meanwhile, Missouri Sen. Claire McCaskill relied partly on contributions from abortion rights advocates, labor unions and PACs controlled by other Democratic senators in topping all of her would-be GOP challengers in quarterly receipts, newly filed campaign finance reports show.

The reports submitted to the Federal Election Commission (FEC) likely presage heavy spending by Senate candidates this year in addition to the outside money being spent in Missouri by super PACs and other entities in the wake of the Supreme Court's Citizens United case and other court rulings. The latest filing covers the last three months of 2011. 

Brunner, the former Germ-X chief from Frontenac competing in a three-way GOP primary contest, pulled in $229,000 in contributions on top of the $1.03 million he has given his campaign thus far. Rep. Todd Akin, of Wildwood, earlier reported $232,000 for the fourth quarter of 2011 while former State Treasurer Sarah Steelman lagged behind with $83,000 in receipts.

Brunner's report reflects heavy initial outlays for television advertising. Shortly after formally becoming a candidate, he made the first of the payments that totaled $399,000 to SCRP Media, a top GOP-aligned media company that has produced ads for a host of candidates, among them the presidential campaigns of John McCain and Bob Dole and the advocacy group Swift Boat Veterans for Truth.
His report shows that Brunner began spending on his race last May even though he didn't officially become a candidate until early October. He invoked an exemption in federal campaign finance rules that enables candidates to delay filing campaign finance reports -- and financial disclosure statements as well -- while "testing the waters" to determine whether a race is feasible.

On Oct. 1, the day, Brunner officially became a candidate, his campaign "disbursements" reflected $335,600 to himself for so-called in-kind expenditures. Brunner did not actually receive that money and the disbursement was a reporting device to reflect the early expenditures, according to his campaign.

"It was money that he spent and it was money that he will never see again," said Brunner campaign spokesman Todd Abrajano.

Brunner's campaign likened their candidate's circumstance to that of Fred Thompson, the former Tennessee senator who raised money and even signed a lease for office space while operating under the testing the waters exemption prior to his ill-fated campaign for the 2008 GOP presidential nomination.

Brunner's report, his first, lumps "polling, media consulting, travel, strategic consulting (and) rent" in pre-October expenditures but does not identified how much was spent in each category or to whom the money went.

FEC spokeswoman Julia Queen said that generally, once office-seekers become candidates under the law, they are required to report and itemize both contributions and expenditures from the testing the waters period even if the expenditures are in-kind. She noted that commission analysts routinely check reports for discrepancies. Brunner's reporting delays already have been the subject of a complaint by the Missouri Democratic Party.

Brunner campaign aides contend that their disclosure methods are fully consistent with FEC guidelines. Jason Torchinsky, a lawyer in Washington allied with Brunner's campaign, argued that Brunner is not required to itemize his testing the waters expenditures because they amounted to in-kind contributions.

"What you're seeing in there is that John paid all the in-kinds for all the categories," he said.

McCaskill, meanwhile, relied on contributions from sources that have proved reliable for Democratic candidates in the past while raising $1.4 million for the three-month period. She reported the sizable sum of $4.8 million in the bank as she prepares for what polls suggest will be a tight re-election battle. Nearly two-thirds of her donors gave $100 or less, her campaign said when releasing a summary sheet last week.

Her full report shows that ongoing receipts through EMILY's List -- which backs Democratic women who support abortion rights -- brought McCaskill's EMILY's List contributions to $135,000 for this election cycle. Similarly, contributions through Act Blue, which raises money for Democrats using the Internet, reached $32,000 for McCaskill since last year.

McCaskill's filing reflected at least $37,500 from labor unions and at least $55,000 from entities called leadership PACS, funds established by members of Congress in both major parties to support political activities and fund other politicians.

Leadership PACS typically are funded with lobbyist and corporate donations and operate under looser rules than traditional political funds. Many also have more artful or obscure names, as evidenced by the $5,000 each McCaskill received from the Jazz PAC (Sen. Mary Landrieu, D-La.), the Narragansett Bay PAC (Sen. Jack Reed, D-R.I.), and the DAN PAC (Sen. Daniel Inouye, D-Hawaii).
New poll brings worrisome political tidings for McCaskill

Feb.2

David Goldstein 

The Kansas City Star 

Early polling numbers paint an unsettling picture for Sen. Claire McCaskill’s re-election chances.

The results of the latest Public Policy Polling survey show her tied for the first time with each of three potential Republican challengers. Previously she has been running ahead.

Her approval ratings have fallen as well: just 42 percent of the respondents approve of the job she has been doing, while 49 percent disapprove. Among independents, who are usually pivotal in Missouri elections, she fares even worse: 36 percent gave her a thumbs up; 53 percent a thumbs down.

As PPP, a North Carolina-based Democratic firm, points out, McCaskill’s “saving grace” is that none of her possible opponents are faring much better with the public. Name recognition for each is below 50 percent, although the state’s GOP primary is not until August and its internal party struggle for the Senate nod is just now underway.

Republican Rep. Todd Akin, from suburban St. Louis, and former state Treasurer Sarah Steelman also both have higher unfavorable ratings than favorable. The views on candidate John Brunner, a businessman in his first run for elective office, were equally split:18 percent favorable and unfavorable.

“If the Republicans had a candidate who was setting the world on fire, McCaskill would probably be trailing for reelection given her approval numbers,” according to the survey’s analysis. “But instead she finds herself tied at 43 percent with Akin, Brunner, and Steelman alike. This is the first time we've ever not found McCaskill leading her trio of Republicans foes. In four previous polls she had led Steelman by 1-3 points, in 3 previous polls she had led Akin by 1-2 points, and in 2 previous she had led Brunner by 6-9 points. It's not like she'd had a huge lead but the small one she had is gone.”

Missouri has gotten tougher for Democrats and most observers always thought the Senate contest would be close, regardless of who McCaskill faced. A lot also can happen between now and next fall.

But if nothing else, the numbers show that even in a weak Republican field, it’s – so far, anyway – not looking like a good year to be a Democrat. 
McCaskill loses earmark fight

Posted on February 2, 2012 by Deirdre Shesgreen

Sen. Claire McCaskill, D-Mo., lost a key battle over earmarks today in the Senate. During a debate over a bill to ban insider trading, McCaskill offered an amendment that would have permanently prohibited earmarks, the specially-tagged, much-derided funding provisions for projects in lawmakers’ home states.

Lawmakers have agreed to a temporary ban on earmarks, but McCaskill and others have argued that lawmakers are “clamoring” to revive the provisions so a permanent prohibition is needed.

But while earmarks have become a dirty word in Washington, the vote Thursday wasn’t even close. Only 40 senators supported McCaskill’s provision, which was co-sponsored by Sen. Pat Toomey, R-Penn. Fifty-nine senators voted “no,” including Missouri’s other senator, Republican Roy Blunt.

Blunt, who has previously defended the practice of earmarking, said there is a “big difference” in ceding the power to direct spending to the White House temporarily and giving it up permanently. “You give this power to the White House and nameless bureaucrats and the law is signed, then… it takes two-thirds of the Senate to change the law,” Blunt told reporters Wednesday. “I can’t imagine that that’s what we’re really ultimately want to do.”

In a statement after the vote, McCaskill called “earmarking is a flawed, arbitrary process that should end.” She vowed to continue to press the case for a permanent ban.

Said Blunt: “I’m sure it polls really well.”
McCaskill's proposed earmarks ban crashes but moratorium extended

BY BILL LAMBRECHT • blambrecht@post-dispatch.com > 202-298-6880 | Posted: Thursday, February 2, 2012 5:25 pm
WASHINGTON • On paper, it looked as though Sen. Claire McCaskill might have a shot to win support for a permanent ban on Senate earmarks, a crusade she has waged since shortly after arriving in Washington.

The approval rating of Congress hovers near single digits. The Senate this week is addressing those perceptions by considering a ban on insider trading and requiring more transparency with financial disclosure, a measure approved 96-3 this afternoon.

In addition, as her co-sponsor, McCaskill had Pat Toomey, a Pennsylvania Republican who formerly headed Club for Growth, a well-funded advocacy group that works to unseat Republicans who aren't conservative enough.

But as the old hands observe during the pre-Super Bowl hype, all bets are off when the game begins.

When they took up the McCaskill-Toomey proposal this afternoon as an amendment to the insider trading ban, not only did it lose, it was poleaxed.

The tally afterward read 40 for and 59 against -- with 60 votes needed for passage -- a defeat reflecting senators' difficulty relinquishing some of the power of directing spending projects to their districts.

Sen. Roy Blunt, R-Mo., sounded themes similar to those that his predecessor in office, prolific ear marker Christopher "Kit" Bond, used to say. Blunt was among 13 Republicans to vote against the ban.

"While I'm sure that doing away with all earmarks is popular when it comes to public polling, I voted against an amendment today that would cede control of all federal spending to President Obama and to the unelected bureaucrats who are unaccountable to taxpayers in Missouri or elsewhere," Blunt's statement read.

Earmarks -- the obvious ones, anyway -- are prohibited at present under a moratorium in Congress that evolved both out of public clamor and concerns about the nation's eye-popping debt.

The earmarking critics lost the battle but won a notable skirmish when the Senate Appropriations Committee said today it would extend the moratorium through 2013. It is unclear whether that policy will hold if the GOP wins control of the Senate in the November elections, but a possible signal was a vote today for the ban by Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ken.

McCaskill said she was disappointed but heartened by the bipartisan support. Seven Democrats joined 33 Republicans in support of the earmarks prohibition.

"Earmarking is a flawed, arbitrary process that should end," she said in a statement. 
Romney, Obama tied in Missouri: PPP
Dave Helling 

The Kansas City Star 

Public Policy Polling says Mitt Romney and Barack Obama are tied in Missouri -- 45% each, with 9% undecided.

Obama beats Newt Gingrich 49%-42%, Ron Paul 45%-43%, and Rick Santorum 47%-44%.

The poll is attached below.

A close Missouri race might put the state back in play, with millions in TV advertising and campaign appearances this fall.

Most observers -- Republicans and Democrats -- have said for months they think Missouri is no longer in play, but a slightly red-leaning state.
Missouri Beauty Contest Cost: About $7 Million

Micheal Mahoney
The Missouri “beauty contest” presidential primary next Tuesday will cost about $ 7 million dollars.
Ryan Hobart, the spokesman for Missouri Secretary of State Robin Carnahan, says they arrived at that number by asking each county election agency how much they have budgeted for the vote.
The Missouri presidential primary is being called a “beauty contest” because the results of the vote won’t count.
It won’t count because the Republican National Committee will not recognize the results. There has been very little active campaigning in the state.

GOP candidate Rick Santorum did make a brief stop on Monday. A Super PAC supporting him is also broadcasting a commercial in the state.

Another dent in the prestige of the primary is the fact that one of the main GOP candidates, Newt Gingrich, is not on the ballot. Several other candidates who gave dropped out of the nominating campaign, however, still have their names on the Missouri ballot

Instead, Missouri Republicans will conduct county-by-county caucuses on March 17.
The results from that event will be used to set most of the delegate strength for Missouri at the GOP’s National Convention in Tampa. Missouri will have 52 delegates at Tampa.

The state is proceeding with the “beauty contest” vote because it is called for by state law.
Efforts to eliminate it and save the $7 million failed last fall in the special session of the legislature.
Unlike the Missouri Republicans, Missouri Democrats will recognize the results of the Tuesday vote.
The Democrats situation is much less complex. Even though several other candidates are on the ballot, President is expected to win the Show-Me State Democrats votes.
Santorum plans KC area event Friday
The Kansas City Star 

GOP presidential candidate Rick Santorum will bring his campaign to Missouri Friday, a campaign spokesman says.

Here's the schedule:

8:30am: Sen. Santorum will visit with patrons at the Mark Twain Dinette, 400 North 3rd Street Hannibal, MO

9:30am: Santorum will hold a rally at The Admiral Coontz Armory, 301 Warren Barrett Drive, Hannibal, MO

1:00pm: Santorum will hold a rally at William Woods University, 200 West 12th Street, Fulton, MO

7:00pm: Santorum will hold a rally at John Knox Village, 400 Northwest Murray Road, Lee’s Summit, MO

At least one poll shows the former Pennsylvania senator ahead in Missouri. While no delegates will be chosen, a Santorum win Tuesday would get headlines -- good for him, and not so good for Mitt Romney after winning Florida.

Newt Gingrich is not a candidate here.

More as we get it.
Treasurer candidates call for Wahby to step down as chair of St. Louis Democrats

BY DAVID HUNN • dhunn@post-dispatch.com > 314-436-2239 | Posted: Thursday, February 2, 2012 12:50 pm
UPDATED at 2:05 p.m. with comments from Brian Wahby.
ST. LOUIS • Brian Wahby, chair of the city's Democratic Central Committee, has long been a powerbroker in city politics.

But when he announced a run to replace much-maligned city Treasurer Larry Williams, his opponents cried foul. To chair the city's main political machine and also run for office, said some in the competitive race, is a conflict of interest.

And now one treasurer hopeful, current south city Alderman Fred Wessels, has a very specific beef:

The state Democratic party is telling Wessels that he must go through Wahby to get the party's database of Democratic voters, called the Voter Action Network, or VAN.

Candidates like the list, and use it to send mailers, make final phone-bank calls or target swing voters.

But Sara Ferrill, the Missouri Democratic Party's administrative and party affairs manager, sent Wessels an email earlier this week, telling him that the committee had just changed its policy:

"With respect to that new policy I cannot give you access to the VAN for this race, you will need to contact the St. Louis Central Committee Chairperson, Brian Wahby for access," Ferrill wrote. "Thank you!"

Ferrill wasn't immediately available to comment.

But Wessels was upset. He said he asked for the list last week, and was told he'd get it this week. Then he finds that, in the interim, the committee has changed its policy.

"I'm certainly suspicious of the timing - and the decision itself," he said. "I mean, three days later, they tell me they can't give it to me, that I can't get access to this information, that I have to get it from one of my opponents?"

"To me, it's a clear conflict of interest for the city chairman to run for citywide office," he continued.

Wahby called Wessels' complaint a non-issue. "This is a phony controversy," he said. "If anybody asks for access to the VAN, there's no reason I wouldn't give it to them." Wessels, he added, would have to pay his party dues first.
Two of the other candidates, state Representative Tishaura Jones and Alderman Jeffrey Boyd, agreed with Wessels.

Boyd said he hasn't asked for the list yet, but "under the new circumstances, I would question the credibility of it. If I have to receive it from someone I'm running against, how credible will it be? Someone may tamper with the information."

Jones said the NAACP has called for Wahby to step down from the party seat while he campaigns.

Wahby said he's hardly the first to be party chair and run for office. Freeman Bosley Jr. was while he ran for circuit clerk, Wahby said, as was Recorder of Deeds Sharon Carpenter.
And he scoffed at the charge that he might futz with the data. "I don't need to game the system to win this race," he said. "I'm going to win this race on my merits."
Surest signs Blues are back? Missouri lawmakers, kin got free tickets

BY JAKE WAGMAN • jwagman@post-dispatch.com > 314-340-8268 | Posted: Thursday, February 2, 2012 9:35 am
ST. LOUIS • If you want to see who's hot on the ice, just look at how many politicians got tickets to see the action.

For free, of course.

With the World Series and college football swept away with the leaves of autumn, Missouri lawmakers — who enjoy no restrictions on the amount of gifts they can receive from lobbyists — found complimentary diversion in the resurgent Blues.

According to the December lobbyist disclosure report, several local officials and their family members received hundreds of dollars in Blues tickets from Jefferson City influence peddlers.

The monthly report, released Wednesday, shows AT&T lobbyists purchased $200 worth of Blues tickets for state Rep. Churie Spreng, D-Florissant.

The telecommunications giant also purchased, according to the Ethics Commission report, four tickets each for state Rep. Dwight Scharnhorst, R-Valley Park, and Rick Lahr, the mayor of Des Peres.

Each set of four tickets was valued at $360.

Also in December, Ameren purchased $500 in Blues tickets, plus $52.65 for food, for Megan Gatschenberger, the daughter of Lake St. Louis Republican state Rep. Chuck Gatschenberger.

Ameren also treated state Rep. Jeanie Riddle, the Callaway County Republican who is assistant majority floor leader, and her husband Randy, to Blues tickets and food.

Other items of note on the lobbyist report include:

· State Rep. Tim Jones, R-Eureka, received $1,155 in lobbyist gifts in December, including a $380 dinner at the Tenderloin Room, courtesy of Bristol-Myers Squibb. Jones, the majority floor leader in the House, in the past has reimbursed lobbyist for their expenses on his behalf, but, for whatever reason, he has not, at least yet, done that for the December gifts. 

· The Missouri Chamber of Commerce and Industry spent over $30,000 on expenses for a state Senators' retreat in Branson. 

· Gov. Jay Nixon, who rarely accepts lobbyist gifts, accepted $50 worth of the antacid TUMS from distributor GlaxoSmithKline. Could it be all the heartburn of gearing up for another re-election campaign? Nope — the Missouri-made TUMS were actually sent to Texas Gov. Rick Perry, as part of Nixon's earlier promise to help Perry "settle his stomach" after watching the Cardinals beat the Rangers in the World Series. 

EDITORIALS … & Letters to the Editor
Our View: Weasel words 

AnonymousThe Joplin Globe The Joplin Globe Thu Feb 02, 2012, 09:05 AM
In his Missourinet blog this week, Bob Priddy took state legislators to task for rhetoric and tossing about phrases such as revenue enhancement.

Priddy relates that it was Theodore Roosevelt, recalling a friend in 1879, who would have called phrases such as “revenue enhancement” weasel words.

“Today our politicians are proud to proclaim they have proposed or approved new budgets ‘without a tax increase.’ The fact that along the way, they cut funding to higher and lower education, for example, is secondary to holding the line on taxes,” Priddy writes.

The news director for the Missourinet, a statewide radio network, reminded us of another set of words that fall into the category of weasel words.

It’s the rhetoric used when government officials go to the voters asking them to extend a tax that otherwise would expire. In pushing for the extension, they insist that it won’t bring about a tax increase.

Weasel words, of course. Because taxpayers will be paying more taxes. It’s a lot like renewing the loan on your house. You pay more money, even though your payment may not go up.

If it sounds too good to be true, then it’s always worth putting the fine print against the magnifying glass.
Letters to the editor, February 3 

Posted: Friday, February 3, 2012 12:00 am, St. Louis Post-Dispatch
Komen's wrong turn
Susan G. Komen for the Cure's decision to cut funds to Planned Parenthood for breast cancer screenings is an act of utter cowardice ("Komen cuts off Planned Parenthood," Feb. 1). The Komen group wields enough clout to stand up to anti-choice groups and help provide low-income, uninsured and underinsured women breast cancer services from Planned Parenthood. As the Komen group well knows, many of these women often have no other health care alternatives.

The Komen group loosely bases its new decision on a politically charged investigation of Planned Parenthood led by the publicity-hungry Rep. Cliff Stearns, R-Fla., who just happened to lose his bid for chairmanship of the powerful House Energy and Commerce Committee last year. Mr. Stearns' investigation serves no purpose other than to keep Mr. Stearns in the limelight. His investigation, which purports to examine whether Planned Parenthood improperly used federal funds for abortion, has issued no findings or conclusions. It provides no basis for the Komen group to deny grants to Planned Parenthood, leaving thousands of women without potentially life-saving cancer screenings.

Come this June, I wish I could say that I will walk away from the St. Louis Race for the Cure. But I will not. I will run, walk or donate to show my support for those women who need vital health care services. The Komen Race for the Cure should do the same.

Linda L. Raclin • Clayton
Disappointed in Komen
Regarding "Komen cuts off Planned Parenthood" (Feb. 1): How sad that women's health has become the target of political interests who would restrict women's personal decisions about their reproductive health. My husband and I will not be participating this year in the Susan G. Komen Race for the Cure because it has withdrawn funding to Planned Parenthood. We will not support an organization that has caved in to pressure from anti-choice groups (and possibly from its vice president, Karen Handel, who ran for governor of Georgia in 2010 on an anti-choice, anti-Planned Parenthood platform).

It is especially disappointing that Komen would stop supporting an organization that has provided millions of breast cancer screenings and other needed health services to women lacking access to affordable health care.

Judy Arnold • Kirkwood
Casinos should help support heroes
Regarding "Casinos fight Nixon proposal to jack up admission" (Jan. 25): I encourage all who patronize casinos to stay away until they come to their senses and support our heroes. The slight increase of $1 in admission should be made up with increased casino traffic based on the fact that the casinos have the ability to attract smokers, unlike local restaurants and bars. Legislators do not need to compromise with casinos on every issue.

Let's stay away until they make the right decision regarding our veterans.

Paul Witwer • St. Peters
A penny for veterans
My dad was a World War II Navy carrier fighter pilot, fighting in the South Pacific. My brother is a 10-year veteran Navy carrier pilot. I believe the veterans deserve the best. My dad received two Distinguished Flying Cross Commendations while fighting the Japanese.

Rather than collect $1 from each casino gambler as suggested by Gov. Jay Nixon, I would add a penny to every sales receipt in the state to benefit the veterans homes. If you buy fast food, a book, a BMW or a tank of gas, a penny would be added to your receipt for the veterans. This idea is not a percentage, it's only one penny on every sales receipt. I gladly would pay an extra penny on every one of my receipts for the rest of my life for the veterans homes.

If extra funds are generated above what the veterans need, different state agencies could apply for the extra funds.

Mike Delehaunty • St. Peters
Clouds on horizon for Defense Dept.
St. Louis was the first city to publicly recognize the heroic efforts of our troops involved in the recent Middle East conflicts. Congratulations and thank you. But dark clouds are on the horizon.

The Department of Defense is a ripe target for reductions following every large-scale military success. World Wars I and II, Korea, Vietnam and the Cold War are examples.

Invariably, something will occur that will require the DOD to ramp up again and fight another day. While cost savings might appear fiscally sound on the surface, this is no way to run a successful business or defend a democratic nation under constant threat.

Now, the DOD is facing another round of budget cuts. The U.S. Army and Marines will be reduced to save personnel costs. Bases may be closed; the never-ending political "not-in-my-district" battle already has begun. Ships will be decommissioned, planes moth-balled.

Despite this, service members, all of whom volunteered, will serve and defend. They will carry on without complaining, even though their future plans and quality of life will be affected, their pay hikes will be slowed and their promised retirement benefits will be ignored or reduced.

DOD's capability of fighting two regional conflicts simultaneously will be abandoned, and its ability to put boots on the ground will be curtailed.

Soldiers, sailors, airmen and Marines will be there when called. It's a unique lifestyle that few understand and fewer appreciate — until the whistle is blown. We can't honor enough the few who defend the many.

Lt. Col. Joseph M. Gravish • Wildwood

U.S. Army (retired)
Expressing personal beliefs
Tim Townsend tackles the difficult issue of interreligious understanding in his column "Explaining other religions can be tricky when talking to the faithful" (Jan. 28). While Mr. Townsend deserves commendation for advocating increased engagement across religions, he missteps when he deprecates my Lindenwood University colleague Russell Dawn for approaching the world's religions from the standpoint of his Christian faith when speaking to an adult education class at St. Paul's Lutheran Church in Des Peres.

Mr. Townsend insinuates that Mr. Dawn's scholarly credentials are suspect because of this. Mr. Dawn, a Ph.D., was speaking at his own house of worship to a class populated by members of his own congregation. Mr. Townsend quotes from Mr. Dawn's class-opening prayer. Implying that a religious scholar is not entitled to personal religious beliefs or to expressing those beliefs among his own faith community is ludicrous.

My colleagues and I in the religion department at Lindenwood University make an honest, good-faith effort, day in and day out, to teach the world's great religious traditions as fairly and accurately as possible according to current academic standards. It is supremely disingenuous to suggest otherwise.

W. Travis McMaken • St. Charles

Assistant Professor of Religion, Lindenwood University
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Foreign cars hurt U.S.

The next time when you stop at an intersection look around at the cars near you. You will see Toyotas, Mazdas and Hondas. 

Sure, they were assembled in America. But follow the money. 

Thousands go to Japan on each car, and that increases the trade deficit.

George Krehel

Olathe

Blame climate change

The Jan. 27 front page story, “Welcome to the warmer zone,” was news that did not evoke thoughts of “rejoicing” for this Star reader. 

The Kansas City area being in a warmer climate zone now sounds like global warming is upon us. The global warming deniers seem to have put sensible people and scientists so on the defensive that it cannot be true. 

The whole controversy should have started with extreme weather patterns. Who has not noticed extremely high temperatures and drought in Texas, for instance? We’ve seen major changes in the southeast with increased tornado activity and storms with snow.

Our human footprint, or tire print, is most culpable as these changes have occurred in recent memory. The planet is warming, although not every day will be hot, folks, it is an overall pattern with extremes in heat and cold.

The news of the beautiful snowy owl’s unheard-of-presence here in Kansas City is most likely caused by climate change. Next time I encounter a snowy owl let’s be sure to ask him if this is actually the reason. How else will we know for sure? When they become extinct? No rejoicing for that.

Kat Berger

Overland Park

 

Ignorance of the effects and damages of climate change will hurt the economy of the United States. 

Reports on Fox News and on talk radio have suggested that a lack of more Hurricane Katrinas means there is no climate change. That is a dangerously ignorant belief. 

Climate change affects droughts, heat waves and more intense rainfall all over the globe. A Jan. 5 USA Today story explains that the world endured its costliest year ever in 2011 for losses from natural disasters, reaching almost $380 billion in losses.

This figure came from reinsurance firm Munich Re. The previous record for damages was $261 billion in 2005.

It is economically naive for people to continue to deny the effects of climate change. Solving climate change through increased use of renewable energy, energy efficiency and other sustainable activity will create a huge boost to our economy. Continuing use of fossil fuels will increase health care costs and the losses from natural disasters.

We should add these costs to the cost of using coal, natural gas and oil. That would inspire the shift to clean energy.

Joe Spease

Overland Park

McClanahan column

E. Thomas McClanahan in his Jan. 29 column, “An absurd charade on corporate taxes,” is correct when he says President Barack Obama’s corporate tax incentives to bring business back would just be more “gobbledygook.” 

I would submit the powers in Washington set up that gobbledygook system so we’d stay at each others throats and not pay attention to what’s really going on. We can change that.

Think Mitt Romney’s 15 percent tax on investments is unfair? I say let’s all pay a 15 percent rate.

If corporate taxes are too high and stifling growth, set a tax rate at 15 percent for them. Earnings off investments,15 percent. Wages,15 percent. Inheritance, 15 percent.

No deductions for houses, kids, married, unmarried, charities or pets. 

In short, no social engineering. Just 15 percent, and you live your life. 

Coupled with a national sales tax to get at the underground economy, and we’d put a dent in the deficit.

The 49 percent who pay nothing would start paying, and the poor would get their tax contributions right back in the safety net already set up. No one could say they’re overtaxed, and Washington could address the real issues rather than the unfairness or the budget debate.

Kathleen Butler

Wichita

Beware Brownback

Perhaps we can give ol’ King Sam Brownback a small kudo for his seeming to change to a softer position on his educational funding formulas. But wake up. Brownback and his advisers, the uber-conservative Koch brothers, are working their old shell game.

Remember this is the same ol’ Sam who was shouting to the rooftops against Guantanamo detainees at Fort Leavenworth, yet now is all for a brand new prison in the same city. 

Mount a recall effort and give him something to think about besides forever damaging the good reputation of the people of the great state of Kansas.

James A. Osborne

Kansas City

 

Kansas Gov. Sam Brownback and his heartless decision to deny children of illegal immigrants food stamps should be overturned (1-26, A4, “Food-aid change examined”). 

Just to think this same governor was in Texas a few months ago to speak at a religious convention. What a hypocrite.

Steve Theno

Kansas City

Broader view needed

Why so often is The Star so one-sided politically? Can’t you be more open-minded?

And are The New York Times and The Washington Post the only newspapers you can get journalists’ opinions from? With all the country’s newspapers out there, surely there are many outstanding opinions that I, for one, would like to read occasionally.

Mary Kelley

Overland Park

Driving at 15? Not quite

To the recent 15-year-old letter writer who would like a license: You almost persuade me. Not quite, but almost. 

A 15-year-old who can write such a literate letter is probably intelligent enough to drive. This 90-year-old is glad to see that such a young man can write.

Alice B. Swanson

Independence

Getting drivers to go

Does anyone read the driver’s manual anymore? I believe it says to enter into the intersection when the light turns green and complete your turn when the traffic has cleared, even stopping briefly after the light has turned red, except where posted differently.

Numerous times I have sat behind someone who will not enter the intersection. That driver sits through a light, making me and others quite perturbed.

I have to honk at the person and often have received the finger because the offensive motorist just doesn’t get it. 

Come on, drivers. 

Donna Perney

Grandview

Grammar still matters

Do The Star’s copy editors have spellcheckers? Do they check for grammar?

Every day I run across at least three grammar or spelling errors in your paper. Because those are the only subjects I excelled at in school, I find it annoying.

Margaret Kensinger

Raytown

99 percent serving U.S.

Do you know how to distinguish between the 99 percent and the 1 percent? The 99 percent are those who most likely served their nation.

Remember the draft? They worked for years building up their retirements and health care benefits and now can have them taken away by the stroke of a pen. Earned benefits can be declared “legacy costs,” not contracts — therefore invalidating them. 

The 1 percent may avoid military service, bankruptcy or ship thousands of plants elsewhere, throwing millions of people out of work, raid pension funds and cause the collapse of the housing industry. Yet they can walk away with millions in their pockets. 

Most escape legal liability and have crowds of well-paid sycophants and Republican (and a few Democrat) politicians blindly justifying and supporting their every action.

To be fair, not all 1 percenters are robber barons, but too many are. Their actions can negatively affect millions.

Dale N. Kindred

Kansas City, Kan.

Adopting pets in KC

I would like to encourage Kansas City residents who are thinking of adding a pet to the family to visit the Kansas City animal shelter, which was taken over by the non-profit Kansas City Pet Project on the first of the year. 

The Kansas City Pet Project has a very ambitious goal: to end the killing of healthy and treatable pets by using innovative and effective animal sheltering and control policies.

As a former volunteer at the shelter, I’m very excited to see this caring new group take over and to see the positive changes already taking place there. There is even a dog trainer and behaviorist on staff to help make good matches and provide post-adoption support. These are changes that have been needed for a long time.

Please go out to the shelter at 4400 Raytown Road in Kansas City, and take a look at the adoptable pets or consider the very rewarding experience of fostering a pet or donating money or supplies. 

The Kansas City Pet Project will need the support of the whole community to reach its worthy goal.

Allie Johnson

Kansas City
