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Missouri Supreme Court hears arguments in redistricting cases
By Jo Mannies, Beacon political reporter 

Posted 4:13 pm Thu., 1.12.12 

For U.S. Rep. Russ Carnahan, the good news was that Missouri's Supreme Court judges indicated during Thursday's hearing that they have concerns about the new redistricting map slated to go into effect with this fall's elections.

The bad news? Their concerns, at least those voiced in court, weren't about his decimated 3rd District.

Supreme Court Judge Ray Price was arguably the most outspoken as he directed the court's attention primarily to how the map -- approved by the General Assembly last spring -- redrew the Kansas City area's 5th District.

Price repeatedly took note of the territorial "tear drop'' carved out of the 5th, giving that piece of urban Jackson County to the neighboring, largely rural -- and more Republican -- 6th District.

Price asked the lawyers defending the new map if the redrawn 5th might violate the state constitution's requirement that the congressional districts be as "compact'' as possible.

Following that same path, Supreme Court Judge Laura Denvir Stith observed that courts contemplating whether to overturn such legislatively drawn maps usually consider "what would a reasonable person find?"

If a reasonable person looking at a map thinks its congressional boundaries aren't compact, he said, the courts might not be off-base in taking a similar stance.

But Stith and Price posed their queries in rhetorical terms and made clear they weren't necessarily reflecting their ultimate opinion.

Both presented a bipartisan backdrop. Stith was appointed by a Democratic governor, while Price -- the court's longest-serving judge -- was named to the bench by a Republican.

James Layton, the lead lawyer in the attorney general's office defending the map, repeatedly asserted that it would be wrong for the state Supreme Court to consider the politics behind the new boundaries.

Republican legislative leaders had been upfront that one goal of this new map was to protect the state's six GOP incumbents in the U.S. House, who played behind-the-scenes roles in crafting it. Layton argued that while the intent may have been partisan, there was nothing illegal about it.

Carnahan's legal and political dilemma

Carnahan became a legislative target because Missouri is losing one of its nine congressional districts; the 2010 census determined that the state's growth since 2000 was slower than in some other states. Republicans got some cooperation from the state's two African American Democrats in the U.S. House -- William Lacy Clay of St. Louis, who represents the 1st, and Emanuel Cleaver, who represents the 5th District.

Both members of Congress helped win the support of two Democratic legislators apiece, who in turn provided the additional four votes necessary in the Missouri House to ensure that the General Assembly could override Gov. Jay Nixon's veto.

Carnahan's allies are hinting that he may challenge Clay this fall if the lawsuit fails; relations between the two have been strained since the override.

Carnahan's residence was placed in Clay's district. Clay and his allies -- including some national Democratic leaders -- want Carnahan to run in the GOP-leaning 2nd District, which takes in parts of St. Louis County.

Carnahan's decision will likely depend on the state Supreme Court.

During today's Supreme Court hearing, lawyer Gerald Greiman -- representing most of the plaintiffs contesting the map -- repeatedly emphasized that the chief legal issue was compactness, and the new map's perceived unfair treatment of the St. Louis metropolitan area.

The new 3rd District is largely made up of the current mid-Missouri 9th District, with a slice of Carnahan's current district. The new 3rd would stretch from Jefferson County to west of Jefferson City. Greiman told the high court that the new 3rd was shaped like "lobster claws'' and failed the compactness test.

Greiman told reporters afterward that the court's focus on the 5th didn't concern him. "Our case talks about the entire map,'' he said.

Greiman and co-counsel Jamie Barker Landes said that any decision to toss out the new 5th District's boundaries would likely affect all the congressional districts around the state. Landes represents Kansas City-area Republicans challenging the 5th District boundaries; Greiman's clients are largely Democrats in the St. Louis area.

Although the state Supreme Court often takes months to issue a ruling, several judges took note that time may be of the essence for this case. Candidate filing for all offices on the 2012 ballot, including Congress, begins Feb. 28.

Greiman and Landes said that their dream verdict would be for the high court to throw out the map and redraw a new one. But both conceded that the Supreme Court may prefer to give the matter back to the General Assembly and order legislators to draw a new map.

(Price signaled as much when he observed during today's arguments, "We are not a fact-finding court'' and would be ill-equipped to recraft an entire new map.)

Or the court may simply allow the new map to stand. Layton noted that no Missouri Supreme Court has ever tossed out a congressional redistricting map.

Three judges recuse themselves

More ominous for Carnahan, who backs the suit, could be that three Democratic-appointed Supreme Court judges -- George Draper III, Mary Russell and Chief Justice Richard Teitelman -- have recused themselves from the case.

Substitute "special judges" from lower courts filled in for today's arguments and will be involved in the high court's ruling on the case. The special judges are:

· Special Judge John E. Parrish, sitting for Chief Justice Richard B. Teitelman; 

· Special Judge Joseph M. Ellis, sitting for Judge Mary R. Russell; 

· Special Judge Karen King Mitchell, sitting for Judge George W. Draper. 

A court spokeswoman said Draper, Russell and Teitelman followed standard practice and did not give a reason for their recusals.

The upshot of the recusals is that some Democratic-appointed judges who had been assumed to sympathize with Carnahan's plight won't be involved in determining how it is resolved.

The St. Louis American, a newspaper that reports on the African-American community, took note of the recusals today in its latest Political Eye column, which speculated that the judges' actions could be a further sign that Missouri Democrats may be abandoning Carnahan and privately discouraging him from challenging Clay.

The potential significance of the suit was reflected by the presence of Missouri Attorney General Chris Koster, a Democrat, who sat in on the arguments and privately talked with his legal team during the recesses. U.S. Rep. Vicky Hartzler, R-Harrisonville, also had a representative monitoring the proceedings.

Latest Missouri Senate map called into question

The Missouri Supreme Court also heard arguments Thursday on a separate redistricting suit challenging a judicial panel's new map for Missouri's 34 state Senate seats. The panel took over the task when a bipartisan commission appointed by Gov. Jay Nixon failed to reach an agreement.

At issue is that the judicial panel released a map on Nov. 30 and then issued a revised map several days later.

Lawyer David Brown, representing critics of the revised map, told the Supreme Court that the judicial panel violated the state constitution by issuing its revision. He emphasized that the constitution doesn't say that the panel has a right to submit more than one map.

But Jeremiah Morgan with the attorney general's office countered that the constitution doesn't specifically bar such an action either. He said that the revision was within the 90-day deadline set by the constitution for the judicial panel to submit a map.

Brown contended that the state Supreme Court should toss out both maps and base this fall's state Senate elections on the map in place since the 2000 census. The gubernatorial commission -- not the judicial panel -- should then be asked to try again to draw a new map, he argued.

The state Supreme Court judges signaled that they weren't too keen about that proposal. Judges noted that population shifts have taken place since 2000, so that the old boundary lines for the 34 Senate districts are no longer accurate reflections of the population.

Several judges indicated that they might knock out the revised map but let stand the original.

A key point of interest: Teitelman, Russell and Draper did not recuse themselves from the state Senate suit, and all were present for today's court argument in the case.
Mo. high court considers redistricting challenges 
By CHRIS BLANK 
Associated Press

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- A new Kansas City-area congressional district described as a "dead lizard," "tear drop," and "jagged line" was in the spotlight Thursday as the Missouri Supreme Court considered a constitutional challenge to a new U.S. House map.

Much of the discussion during oral arguments before the state high court focused on a requirement that districts be compact with significant attention on the 5th Congressional District that covers much of Jackson County and parts of several neighboring rural counties. However, a chunk of Jackson County was sliced out and added onto a neighboring U.S. House seat.

Separate legal challenges over the new map contend the districts are not compact and violate equal protection rights by diluting the voting power of some people. The lawsuits assert new congressional districts were gerrymandered to help incumbents or Republicans.

"There's not much about the 5th to like," attorney Gerry Greiman told reporters. He added the 3rd District stretching from central Missouri east into the St. Louis-area is not much better.

Greiman, whose legal challenge is funded by the National Democratic Redistricting Trust, contends the new map will allow Republicans to elect three-quarters of Missouri's congressional delegation. It also complains Jefferson County near St. Louis was spread among three districts and argues that the St. Louis region would be left underrepresented. The new U.S. House map essentially eliminated the district of Democratic U.S. Rep. Russ Carnahan, of St. Louis.

The other congressional redistricting lawsuit contends the map amounts to a "bipartisan gerrymander" designed to protect incumbents. Attorney Jamie Barker Landes said the 5th District looks similar to a "jagged line" and is not compact.

Missouri's congressional and state legislative districts are redrawn each decade based on the most recent census. The state is dropping from nine districts to eight because population growth since 2000 has not kept pace with other states.

New districts were approved by the Republican-controlled Legislature and enacted over the veto of Democratic Gov. Jay Nixon. Cole County Circuit Judge Dan Green rejected the challenges last month.

Defending the new map Thursday were Missouri Solicitor General James Layton and Edward Greim, a private attorney who represented the chairmen of the state House and Senate redistricting committees. They contend the map would look significantly different if lawmakers had not considered compactness.

Greim said the Supreme Court's responsibility was to determine whether compactness appeared to be a factor that was contemplated at all by the Legislature.

"The court simply has to settle did the person who draws this map consider compactness? Was it wholly ignored or wasn't it?" Greim said. "It's an easier call to make. It's a more objective call."

Supreme Court Judge William Ray Price asked how judges would know whether compactness was considered. He said it is a constitutional requirement that cannot be ignored.

Chief Justice Richard Teitelman and Judges Mary Russell and George W. Draper III recused themselves. Judges John Parrish, Joseph Ellis and Karen King Mitchell sat for the case.

Legal wrangling over redistricting has stretched to within about six weeks of when candidates can start filing for next year's elections on Feb. 28.

The state Supreme Court also considered a separate case Thursday over new districts for the 34-member state Senate. A panel of six appellate court judges handled redistricting for the state Legislature, submitting a map on Nov. 30 and then filing a revised plan Dec. 9.

A lawsuit over the Senate districts contends the redistricting commission did not have authority to file the second map and that the first one was unconstitutional because it unnecessarily split counties among multiple districts.

Jeremiah Morgan, an assistant attorney general, said nothing expressly prohibited the redistricting commission from filing a revised Senate map if there was still time before its deadline.

All three cases could trigger significant ramifications with time running short before the election season begins and were closely watched. Attorney General Chris Koster observed from the courtroom for a portion of the oral arguments, as did several lawmakers and a representative for at least one member of Congress.

Some elected officials who were not physically present nonetheless are monitoring the cases closely. Despite essentially losing his current congressional district, Carnahan has said he will run again this year and has been waiting on the outcome of the case to declare in what district he will run.

State Rep. Jerry Nolte's home sits in the northern tip of the new 5th Congressional District. He has been preparing to run against Democratic U.S. Rep. Emanuel Cleaver, who currently represents the district. A redrawn congressional map could put Nolte in the district of Republican Congressman Sam Graves, who Nolte said he will not challenge.

"I've already invested a fair amount of my time and effort into cultivating a number of contacts and people in the (new 5th) district," said Nolte, R-Gladstone. "Right now I'm all in on this race."

---

Associated Press writer David A. Lieb contributed to this report.

---

Cases are:

Teichman v. Carnahan, SC92237

Pearson v. Koster, SC92200

McClatchey v. Carnahan, SC92203
High court hears redistricting challenges
Missouri News Horizon JEFFERSON CITY, Mo — It’s now up to the Missouri Supreme Court to decide the fate of the new congressional district map drawn up by the state legislature last session.

The high court Thursday heard oral arguments in two cases that challenged the way the congressional maps were drawn up by the state legislature. The cases maintain that the new districts were drawn up in a non-contiguous manner – in violation of a state constitutional mandate – and in such a way as to favor one party over another.

In a separate case, the judges will also hear arguments that a state judicial panel erred when it submitted a second map of new state Senate districts.

The court was quick to take up the cases. Candidates start filing for office on February 28.

In one case, attorney Gerald Greiman argued that the congressional map drawn up by the Republican lead Missouri legislature is designed to allow three quarters of the Missouri congressional delegation to remain in Republican hands. The map basically eliminates the district served by Congressman Russ Carnahan, placing his residence in the district with veteran north St. Louis Congressman William Lacey Clay.

Greiman and the National Democratic Redistricting Trust also argue that the map unnecessarily splits up central Missouri, the Kansas City area and Jefferson County, south of St. Louis.

Quoting from a previous ruling on gerrymandered legislative districts, Greiman told the court that the congressional map was drawn “for partisan advantage taken in defiance of the constitution and in utter disregard of the rights of the citizen.

Deputy Attorney General James Layton argued that the state constitution does not define a compact district.

“If (the court) is going to let us consider something other than just population and compactness when drawing up legislative districts, then incumbency is as valid as a dozen or two dozen or 20 million dozen other considerations,” said Layton. “And certainly it’s reasonable for a legislature to conclude that keeping incumbents, and particularly incumbents in the majority party in the United States House of Representatives is valid.”

Compactness was also a key argument in the following case that was brought by an attorney representing a group of Jackson County voters who went to court over the construction of the Fifth Congressional District on the new map. Looking at the map, the fifth district is a narrow district with a round end that starts in central Kansas City and snakes out as far as Saline County to the east.

Attorney Jamie Barker Landes argued that the constitution is clear that all legislative districts must be as compact “as may be.”

Landes argued that the fifth district is a “jagged line running through the state. There is absolutely no way you can look at that district and say that it is compact at all.”

“A perfectly compact district would keep Jackson County together,” argued Landes. “It would be absurd to argue that the fifth district is compact.”

Attorney Edward Greim, representing House and Senate redistricting committee chairs Rep. John Diehl, R-Town and Country, and Sen. Scott Rupp, R-St. Charles, as interveners in the case, told the court the “compact as may be” standard has been found in previous court cases to be a standard to be determined by the state legislature.

“The standard is not one for the courts to grapple with, ever,” said Greim. “The role of the court is decided if the General Assembly considered the compactness issue.”

“How do we know that?” judge William Ray Price asked.

“All we can do without bringing everybody in and asking what they were thinking, is look at the map and say, ‘Were they thinking about compactness?’” answered Greim.

The judges are expected to make a ruling on the cases quickly in order to have some certainty for candidates filing for office. Some judges wondered what would happen if the court dissolved the current congressional map.

Layton said the issue would revert back to the state legislature and a new map would be drawn up.

“They are certainly in a position where they could draw up a new map before Feb. 28, and they are also in a position that they could change the deadline for filing or put that off,” said Layton.

A third case heard by the court challenged the new state Senate map filed by the judicial commission filed on Dec. 9. It was the second such map issued by the commission. The first, filed on Nov. 30 had come under fire for dividing several counties among more than one senatorial district in opposition to the state constitution. The new map had fewer of those conflicts.

The suit contends that the first map violated the constitution, and that the commission was not authorized to issue the second map, which also has problems with the way St. Louis County is divided into Senate districts.
Senate committee Oks bill to rollback legal discrimination standards

Missouri News Horizon JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. – A bill rolling back Missouri’s workplace discrimination standards may have changed since last year, but even the state Senator sponsoring the legislation doesn’t think it will be any less controversial this time around.

In a split vote Thursday, the senate committee on commerce approved a bill aimed at putting Missouri’s legal definition of discrimination back in line with federal standards.

Senate Bill 592 would make it so that an employee must prove their race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, religious views or other protected status were the “motivating factor” in their employers behavior rather than a mere “contributing factor.” This would make it harder for an employee claiming to have been discriminated against to prove their case.

Sen. Brad Lager, R-Savannah, said his bill has been greatly pared down from similar legislation last year that was vetoed by the governor. Gone are provisions related to housing, rules of evidence and jury instructions, but Lager admits the legislation will remain a lightening rod of controversy even in a Republican dominated legislature.

“I think this is about a fundamental philosophical debate,” Lager said. “Are we going to return the legal field for employment law to the standard that was in place from 1964 to 2004, or are we going to continue to have this lopsided legal environment that has essentially been created through judicial interpretation in our courts rewriting employment law?”

Approval by the commerce committee — chaired by Lager himself – means the bill now becomes one of the first pieces of legislation to hit the Senate floor for debate in 2012. Senate President Pro Tem Robert Mayer, R-Dexter, said earlier this week that getting the bill passed this year was a top priority for Senate Republicans, who view it as a necessity for attracting more businesses to Missouri and creating more jobs. Mayer argues that having a lower threshold for proof for discrimination suits than other states makes it more difficult to attract outside companies.

But at a public hearing earlier this week, a number of groups including the NAACP, teachers unions and the American Cancer Society all came out against the bill, arguing there is no evidence to suggest that companies have chosen not to locate in Missouri because of current discrimination laws.
Bill would require photo ID for food stamps in Missouri

By JASON HANCOCK
The Star’s Jefferson City correspondent 

The ATM-like cards used for food stamps would have to include a photo identifying the cardholder under a bill proposed by a Lee’s Summit Republican.

State Sen. Will Kraus defended the bill in committee, arguing it is an attempt to prevent fraud. Last year, as part of a bill mandating that federal welfare recipients be subject to drug testing in order to keep their benefits, lawmakers included a provision requiring a photo on the cards used to access payments. 

Kraus said his bill is the next logical step. The bill would mandate a card with a photo be issued to everyone in a household older than 16 who receives the benefits. “Without a photo ID, recipients can sell their food stamp card to someone else, who can then turn around and use the benefits for their personal use,” he said.

According to the fiscal note attached to the bill, the state’s Family Services Division estimates a cost of $1.50 each to issue a card to all household members. As of October 2011, there were 950,725 individuals receiving food stamp benefits in 440,881 households, meaning it could cost the state around $1.4 million to issue new cards with photos to all current recipients. 

There also would be costs associated with training, notification and acquiring new equipment. 

Democratic Sen. Maria Chappelle-Nadal of University City questioned the need for such a bill and asked for figures about just how frequent cases of fraud occur that might be prevented by a photo ID. 

Kraus said that figure would be difficult to determine, but pointed to his own experience where he said he witnessed someone committing this type of fraud.

“It’s just hard for me to consider voting for this bill based solely on your one experience,” Chappelle-Nadal said. “If we’re going to do this, we need to get empirical evidence.”

The Senate committee studying the bill did not vote on the measure. 
Hearing on school transfers pushed back a month

By JOE ROBERTSON
The Kansas City Star 

For now, Kansas City Public Schools and neighboring districts remain dug in with conflicting policies on how students can transfer from the unaccredited district.

Five districts that sued Kansas City asked to delay a hearing on the case, saying they wanted to give Kansas City an opportunity to revise its policy. The hearing, originally scheduled for Thursday, was continued to Feb. 10 for another status hearing.

But Kansas City plans no changes in its policy, spokesman Eileen Houston-Stewart said.

And the state probably will be brought into the case as a defendant, said Duane Martin, attorney for the five districts.

Both Kansas City and the neighboring districts are trying to protect themselves from the feared ramifications of an embroiled state law that allows students in an unaccredited district to transfer to an accredited district in the same or adjacent county, with tuition and transportation provided by the unaccredited district.

The receiving districts want full tuition paid before a student transfers. Kansas City’s policy says it will pay a portion of the tuition until the state provides guidance on full tuition amounts, and it will pay tuition only on a monthly basis. Kansas City also will pay tuition only for students who have been enrolled in the district for at least two semesters.

The five districts say Kansas City’s policy is out of line with the law.

Kansas City lost accreditation Jan. 1, but no transfers have occurred, and none appears imminent with the issue tied up in courts and the legislature.

Even if the court were to impose transfers, the districts could also make a claim against the state, saying the transfer law establishes an unfunded mandate to provide increased services, Martin said.

The state probably will be added to the case before the next hearing, he said.

The Missouri Constitution’s Hancock Amendment requires the state to adequately fund any increases in governmental services.

The transfer law has already been in court in St. Louis in a case set to go trial March 5.

Legislators, as they did unsuccessfully a year ago, also will be debating legislation aimed at fixing what is generally considered an incomplete statute.

School districts that would receive students from an unaccredited district say they need to be able to set some guidelines regarding class sizes and the times during the year when students can transfer.

St. Louis and Kansas City would be in danger of suffering severe financial hardship if they had to fund the tuition and transportation of a heavy tide of transfers.

Research by the University of Missouri-St. Louis last fall estimated that some 15,000 K-12 students living in St. Louis, or nearly 30 percent, would transfer to a surrounding district if given the choice.

Pressure grows for action on school transfers 

BY ELISA CROUCH ecrouch@post-dispatch.com 314-340-8119 | Posted: Friday, January 13, 2012 12:10 am
Now that the state has stripped Kansas City Public Schools of accreditation, hundreds of parents are trying to transfer their children to better suburban districts only to find their requests denied.

Sound familiar?

The parents are trying to take advantage of a law that has been under contention in the St. Louis area since 2007 — a statute that allows children in unaccredited school districts to transfer to better schools at the expense of their home district.

The issue is at the center of a landmark lawsuit in which St. Louis parents sued the Clayton School District for not billing the unaccredited St. Louis Public Schools for their children's tuition. The Missouri Supreme Court ruled in favor of the parents, but the case remains tied up in the courts.

The lawsuit, Turner vs. School District of Clayton, has the potential of giving thousands of children access to better schools. It also could overcrowd suburban classrooms and lead to the financial ruin of unaccredited school districts.

But this year, the transfer conundrum has grown from a regional one to statewide, leaving lawmakers — who failed last year to pass a "Turner fix" — under greater pressure to act.

"The ramifications apply to a larger population," said Rep. Scott Dieckhaus, R-Washington, chairman of the House Education Committee. "My concern is to try to make sure we are not overwhelming receiving districts, but that every child has access to a quality education."

Legislators are pitching ideas that would give suburban districts the discretion to limit the number of transfer students they accept. Other possibilities include:

• Dissolving both St. Louis and Kansas City school systems.

• Requiring transfer students to have attended school in their unaccredited district for at least one year.

• Allowing tax credits to families who send their children to private schools.

• Giving control of Kansas City Public Schools to the mayor.

Some lawmakers are worried that their colleagues will pack controversial ideas such as vouchers and unpopular school funding solutions into the mix, sabotaging a simple fix.

"The temptation for some is to overreach and to make some changes in education that don't really deal with accreditation and the Turner fix," said Sen. David Pearce, R-Warrensburg, chairman of the Senate Education Committee.

PLANS IN TWO CITIES
Outside the Legislature, other proposals are surfacing in Kansas City and St. Louis. They are vastly different.

"They don't have to be the same solution for the different cities," said Kelvin Adams, superintendent of St. Louis Public Schools. "We're three to four years into the state takeover piece. Kansas City is at the door. We're in two different places."

Cooperating School Districts, which represents 64 St. Louis-area school districts, has discussed with Adams the idea of opening a charter school sponsored by the St. Louis district but managed by the educational agency. That idea has been put aside until the Turner lawsuit is resolved, Adams said.

In Kansas City, Mayor Sly James has pitched mayoral control of Kansas City schools, an idea that has dominated the school debate in that city.

"What the mayor's plan primarily does is provide some short-term support to a district with an interim superintendent with a slim support staff," said Danny Rotert, spokesman for the mayor.

The idea is among those under consideration by the Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education.

Education Commissioner Chris Nicastro has discouraged the idea of dissolving the two urban districts and sending the children to other ones.

"While many of the children might well be served in neighboring districts," she told the state Board of Education in December, "the challenges associated with educating the urban core — poverty, socioeconomic factors, family dysfunction and so forth — will not be addressed simply by dispersing the children."

WAITING IN K.C.
Problems began unfolding in Kansas City even before Jan. 1, when the schools lost accreditation. In July, the district's performance on the Missouri Assessment program had slipped. In August, then-Supt. John Covington abruptly resigned to lead the Detroit school system, taking much of his administrative staff with him. And the following month, the Missouri Board of Education awarded the district its lowest rating possible.

The district of nearly 16,000 students has two years to improve or face the kind of state takeover that St. Louis Public Schools experienced in 2007. In Riverview Gardens, an unaccredited district in north St. Louis County, the state intervened in 2010.

Similar to parents in St. Louis, hundreds in Kansas City have requested to transfer their children to nearby accredited districts. Five of those districts requested that a Jackson County judge halt student transfers. In late December, the judge denied the districts' request.

Nevertheless, school districts are turning students away. According to a policy adopted by the Kansas City School Board, the district would pay tuition for transfer students, but no more than $3,733 a student — a fraction of tuition costs.

As a result, the neighboring districts are only taking transfer applications and creating waiting lists until the issue is worked out in court or the Legislature.

BACK TO COURT
The next step in the judicial process begins March 5, when the Turner case is scheduled to come before St. Louis County Circuit Judge David Lee Vincent III.

The parents' arguments have already been affirmed by the Missouri Supreme Court, which in 2010 ruled that the state's transfer statute is clear: Failing school districts must bear the cost of students transferring to accredited districts. But the court sent the case back to St. Louis County Circuit Court to work out details.

In 2011, taxpayers joined the suit and argued that imposing such demands would violate Missouri's Hancock Amendment and be unconstitutional unless the state provided additional funding to pay for tuition costs and additional teachers and classrooms.

According to a study by a researcher at the University of Missouri-St. Louis, 13,500 St. Louis children — many of them at private and parochial schools — would transfer to suburban schools if they were allowed to do so. An additional 2,200 city children already in county schools under the desegregation agreement would transfer to other county schools, the survey found.

And an untold number could potentially transfer from Riverview Gardens and Kansas City.

Meanwhile, the Webster Groves School District has appealed a St. Louis County Circuit Court judge's ruling to allow a high school student whose father lives in St. Louis to transfer to Webster Groves High School. The Missouri Supreme Court is scheduled to hear oral arguments on Feb. 15.

All the while, legislators and school officials are looking to Jefferson City for relief.

"If we don't do anything, there are a whole host of problems looking right at us," Rotert said.
Mo. House member files payday loan legislation 
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- A Missouri House member is proposing legislation that would ask voters to approve tougher regulation of certain installment loans.

The legislation by Democrat Mary Still, of Columbia, would cap the interest on payday loans and some other installment loans at 36 percent.

Approval by the state House and Senate would put the measure to a statewide vote. Several similar questions that don't require legislative action have also been proposed for the Missouri ballot.

Still has sought new lending regulations in recent years and says Missouri's current regulations are too weak.

Cape-area legislators file bills on myriad topics

Friday, January 13, 2012
By Scott Moyers ~ Southeast Missourian 

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. -- From restricting funds for embryonic stem-cell research to eliminating their own pensions, local lawmakers have begun filing bills that they hope become law during this legislative session. 

Reps. Wayne Wallingford and Donna Lichtenegger returned to Jefferson City last week for their second regular session, and Sen. Jason Crowell, forced out by term limits, returned for his last. 

The three Republicans have already filed or co-sponsored 16 bills or resolutions -- Crowell with 13 -- as part of the 96th General Assembly that is grappling with an estimated $450 million to $700 million budget shortfall. 

The bills would do things like add cellphones to the state's no-call list, require a joint election for Missouri's governor and lieutenant governor and subject all state tax credits to appropriations. 

And Crowell, R-Cape Girardeau, is again trying to push through a "right-to-work" bill, despite House Speaker Steve Tilley's assertion this week that it's "a waste of legislative time." 

Crowell said he filed the bill again because it's important. 

"I still believe in it," Crowell said. "And Speaker Tilley can say what he wants, making Missouri a right-to-work state is a better economic development tool than any tax credit proposal the House continues to push." 

Making Missouri a so-called right-to-work state would outlaw any contracts between employees and employers that would require union fees as a condition of employment. 

Crowell points out that job creation in right-to-work states is growing 2.5 times faster than non-right-to-work states. From 2003 to 2008, he said, the number of private-sector employees in right-to-work states grew at 9.1 percent compared to "forced union" employee growth of 3.6 percent. 

'Robo-calls' included 

Crowell also filed bills to modify the state's no-call list to include so-called "robo-calls" -- automated phone calls from solicitors -- and cellphones. Certain calls would be exempt, including those from a public safety agency notifying a person of an emergency; from school districts to students, parents or employees; and for the purpose of taking polls on public policy matters, political candidates or issues to be put before the voters. 

Crowell would also like to see future gubernatorial elections include governors and lieutenant governors on the same ticket. That would mean they would be from the same party, which Crowell believes is a fairer system and better represents voters' intentions. 

The current system leaves open the scenario of when a Democratic governor dies or becomes incapacitated and a Republican lieutenant governor takes office, or vice versa, he said. 

"A lieutenant governor should share the governor's priorities, that governor's positions," Crowell said. 

Crowell also filed a bill to allow the legislature to include the state's tax credits in its appropriations process. As it is, the tax credits come out of state funds before lawmakers even have a chance to debate them, he said. 

Over the last decade, tax credits have increased 400 percent and the budget they are working on allocates almost $700 million in tax credit expenditures, he said. 

"Almost 10 percent of the state's general revenue budget is expended outside the appropriations process without oversight or review," Crowell said. "We have an educational crisis and we're spending that much on tax credits? To me, I can't believe we haven't addressed this before now." 

Meanwhile, in the other chamber, Wallingford, R-Cape Girardeau, has co-sponsored two bills -- one that would forbid using public funds to be used for research involving embryonic stem cells, abortions or human cloning. 

"I promised taxpayers that I would spend their money wisely and we don't want any of that money to going to abortion services of any kind," Wallingford said. 

Wallingford also co-sponsored a bill to increase state funding for Alzheimer's research to the University of Missouri from $30,000 to $50,000 for individual research projects. 

Limiting pensions 

Lichtenegger, a Jackson Republican, co-sponsored a bill that would eliminate pensions for members of the state's House and Senate with less than 16 years of service. Crowell has a similar bill in the Senate that extends to all statewide officeholders. Both houses limit the length of service to eight years, with senators eligible to serve two four-year terms and representatives restricted to four, two-year terms. 

"This is a service job," Lichtenegger said. "I don't view this as employment." 

Crowell said he will be closely watching how his colleagues vote. 

"If any of them are up for re-election, I want people back home to know it," he said. 
Hospital errors could become public under proposed new Missouri rules

New Medicaid rule on adverse events might mean more transparency.

Springfield News-Leader
Proposed new state rules could make it possible for some serious hospital mishaps or errors to become public record.

The proposed Medicaid rules would require Missouri hospitals to report such problems involving Medicaid patients to the state agency overseeing the insurance program for low-income patients.

A spokesman for the Missouri Hospital Association said the proposed change could eventually make those adverse events involving Medicaid patients more transparent. The agency that oversees Missouri's Medicaid program, the Department of Social Services, is subject to public records requests. Information about the adverse events is in billing data that the hospital submits.

"It clearly could increase transparency of adverse events because it would be through the Medicaid system," said Dave Dillon, a spokesman for the Missouri Hospital Association.

Hospitals have previously been able to report all adverse events to a Jefferson City nonprofit called the Missouri Center for Patient Safety. The reports are confidential, meaning they weren't subject to subpoenas, records requests from disciplinary proceedings or requests from the media.

Errors that hospitals would have to report for Medicaid patients include "never events" such as surgery performed on the wrong person or deaths and disabilities associated with contaminated drugs. Reportable mishaps would include fractures and burns and some infections after surgery.

"The proposed rule ... would require that MO HealthNet providers will report adverse events directly to MO HealthNet," said Seth Bundy, a spokesman for the Missouri Department of Social Services, which oversees MO HealthNet, the state Medicaid program.

About two-thirds of the hospitals in the state -- including St. John's and CoxHealth -- haven't reported adverse events to the Missouri Center for Patient Safety.

Spokeswomen for CoxHealth and St. John's declined to comment on the proposed rule but said the hospitals are committed to patient safety.

MO HealthNet covers one in every seven Missourians.

Dillon said an increase in transparency wouldn't necessarily translate into an increase in understanding why the errors happened or how to prevent them. The Missouri Center for Patient Safety was set up to analyze adverse events, although it hasn't released any reports.

"We have a lot invested in that system," Dillon said. "We want to do everything we can to encourage reporting to PSOs."

The proposed rule was prompted by federal regulators who notified Missouri in December that the state's Medicaid program was out of compliance with new federal regulations about hospital errors.

The existing Medicaid regulation says that hospitals "shall report the occurrence of a serious reportable event and the root cause of the event" to a patient safety organization.

Becky Miller, the executive director of the Missouri Center for Patient Safety, said Missouri is the only state that requires hospitals to contract with a PSO.

"There are no PSO requirements nationally," Miller said. "We were unique in Missouri with the Medicaid regulation."

Miller said center officials hope that "the benefit of working with a PSO to support statewide collection, analysis, learning and prevention that can be achieved will be of value to the PSO participants to stay with us."

The existing regulation hasn't meant that hospitals have actually made timely reports of adverse events, and there's no state penalty for not reporting problems.

Miller said in October that 54 of the 147 hospitals that had contracts with the center, or about 37 percent, had made reports to the center about adverse events.
Law enforcement watching immigration bill closely
Law enforcement across Missouri is closely watching a bill aimed at cracking down on illegal immigration.

Senate Bill 590 could put Missouri in the national spotlight if it gains traction in Jefferson City. It would require schools and local police to check a person's immigration status and the bill's raising eyebrows in the metro. 

Richard Williams, the police chief in Lake Winnebago on the Jackson and Cass County line, said his department's small holding cell sometimes has drivers that can't show any form of identification. 

"We walk up and ask for a driver's license and he'll say, ‘I don't have a driver's license.' ‘Why don't you have one?' (We'll ask)... 'I'm illegal,'" the chief said while recounting part of a recent stop. "He'll (the illegal immigrant) actually say that."

Williams is aware of Senate Bill 590 written by a Lee's Summit senator. Part of it would require Missouri police officers to check the immigration status of a person on "any lawful stops" when they have "reasonable suspicion" about citizenship, not just after arrests. 

Williams said he's not sure a new state law is the solution to illegal immigration.

"I think there is an immense cost in detaining illegals, not just in law enforcement. In law enforcement alone, it's a huge cost because we don't know how to deal with these," said Williams. 

"For Kansas City, it means a terrible detriment to the economic viability of many of our most interesting neighborhoods," said Lynda Callon.

Callon runs the Westside Community Action Network in Kansas City. The group helps many in the immigrant and refugee communities. 

Callon is concerned the other part of the bill, requiring families to prove citizenship to enroll in Missouri schools, could keep some children out of the classroom. 

"It's ruling by fear not only those that are here in the country illegally, but those that are here legally. It doesn't just affect the people that are undocumented, it affects all immigrants," she said. 

Sen. Will Kraus, the bill's backer, said it will give Missouri taxpayers a true price tag on the cost of illegal immigration, and that's one of the reason's he's pushing for it.

The U.S. Supreme Court may step in to the other states that have passed similar legislation, but that would mostly likely happen after Missouri's session. 

Ever since Arizona's landmark anti-illegal immigration law, five other states have passed similar legislation. Copycat laws were passed in Georgia, South Carolina, Alabama, Indiana, and Utah. All of their laws could change depending on what the Supreme Court decides about Arizona's law later this year. 
Budget Project says shortfall is nearly $800 million
Missouri News Horizon JEFFERSON CITY, Mo — A Missouri think tank that keeps an eye on the state budget says lawmakers have to find more than $800 million for the upcoming state budget to continue state services at current level.

The Missouri Budget Project, in a report published Thursday, says lawmakers need to find $100 million to keep up with funding for the state’s Foundation Aid formula for the state’s public elementary and secondary schools and an additional $346 million for statutorily mandated increases and inflationary costs needed to maintain current level of state services for Medicaid, state employee payroll and benefits and other services. It says the state will also face more than $150 million in disaster recovery costs.

When added to baseline budget estimates already put forth by the state, the total shortfall next year is estimated to be more than $800 million according the group’s analysts.

Earlier calculations by the state budget director and legislative leaders placed the budget hole in the Fiscal Year 2013 budget at between $400 and $500 million. The budget project says it bases its report on the state’s revenue projections, in addition to the other costs, which it says the state does not take into account when figuring its revenue projection.

The report also says it will take until 2016 for the state to regain the revenue collections it had in Fiscal Year 2008. The pre-recession revenue collections in Missouri in fiscal 2008 topped out at just above $8 billion. According to budget office projections, Missouri should look to receive $7.585 billion in revenue collections for FY 2013.

Members of the Missouri Budget Project testify frequently about budget matters during legislative hearings.

Secretary of State approves cigarette tax increase petition
Missouri News Horizon JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. – The heat is on to increase Missouri’s relatively low tax on cigarettes and other tobacco products.

On Thursday, Secretary of State Robin Carnahan approved a ballot referendum petition for circulation by the American Cancer Society.

Although several draft petitions have already been approved by the secretary of state for possible inclusion on next November’s ballot, cigarette tax increase proponents are trying to hedge their bets in 2012 by circulating multiple proposals.

The latest petition asks voters to support a tax of 3.65 cents per cigarette to fund anti-smoking education programs. The same position would also levy a tax of 25 percent on roll-your-own tobacco and 15 percent on other tobacco products.

Although many Republican leaders in the General Assembly have shunned the idea of increasing any taxes, including on tobacco, supporters of the movement say the additional revenue could help the state during its current budget crisis.

Before any statutory changes can be brought before Missouri voters in November 2012, signatures must be obtained from 5 percent of registered voters in six of the state’s nine congressional districts by May of next year.

Natural disasters hurt Missouri ag production in 2011
Missouri News Horizon JEFFERSON CITY, Mo — Missouri farmers fell short of record production levels in 2011.

Officials with USDA blame spring and summer flooding n the Missouri and Mississippi river basins and a hot dry summer for numbers that didn’t stack up to 2010’s record corn and soybean production figures.

In a year end report released Thursday, the USDA’s Missouri Agricultural Statistics office said that Missouri soybean production was down about 5 percent from 2010. Farmers harvested 5.2 million bushels of soybeans in 2011, an average yield of 36.5 bushels per acre, down five bushels from last year.

Corn production was also down five percent from 2010. The harvest came in at 350 million bushels on 114 bushels per acres, down 9 bushels per acre from 2010.

Hay production totaled 6.5 million tons, 17 percent below 2010 levels. It was also the state’s lowest hay production since 1988.

Rice production was also way off of the 2010 total, which was a state record. Rice farmers grew 8.31 million cwt, the lowest harvest since 1998 and 49 percent below the 2010 level.

Cotton farmers turned out about a seven percent better harvest in 2011 with 735,000 bales.

“Spring and early summer flooding and prolonged above average temperatures through the summer lead to lower yields than last year,” said Bob Garino, acting director of the agricultural statistics service.
St. Joseph emptying 90,000 sandbags from flood 
ST. JOSEPH, Mo. (AP) -- St. Joseph city workers are emptying about 90,000 sandbags that helped hold back floodwaters last summer, and officials say the city will be holding onto most of the sand.

The St. Joseph News-Press reports the sand was being returned to city yards this week while officials decide what to do with it.

Assistant street superintendent Nate Giseburt says the city bought sand from Topeka, Kan., and several other areas in preparation for summer flooding. Most of the sand emptied from the bags will stay in storage unless the city decides to do something else with it.

Giseburt says anyone who wants to buy the sand will have to pay a decent price because the city won't be just giving it away.
River programs disbanded

Holt County officials satisfied

St. Joseph News-Press
With two long-range environmental projects shut down, Holt County officials are expressing satisfaction while the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers claims it was misunderstood. 

Some counties in Northwest Missouri blamed the corps’ lack of focus on flooding on two environmental and endangered species management projects. As of December, both are no more. 

After President Barack Obama signed a spending bill last month, the Missouri River Authorized Purposes Study, or MRAPS, and the Missouri River Environmental Restoration Project, or MRERP, were informed they would no longer receive funding and have been disbanded. 

Focusing on long-term planning for social, ecological and environmental balances when it came to the Missouri River system, corps employees said the programs were often given misplaced blame for flood woes. 

“The issue is, how do you set a long-range vision for the Missouri River that takes into account the humans and the natural resources and the environment for all of us to benefit? That was really the intent of MRERP,” said Jennifer Switzer, environmental session chief for the corps and former MRERP project manager. 

MRAPS looked at eight key purposes of the river, including flood control, water supply and recreation. With the goal of protecting endangered species, including the pallid sturgeon, a fish species, and two bird species, the piping plover and least tern, as well as other goals, Holt County Clerk Kathy Kunkel said MRERP and MRAPS were misguided attempts that drew focus away from flood control. 

“Ultimately, down the road, there are ways to fit the other authorized purposes around flood control because, certainly, some of the other authorized purposes are important,” she said. “We really feel that this is a positive step as far as helping what has always been our focus, which is to get the river to a flood-control focus.” 

With Ms. Switzer and Lisa Rabbe, another project manager for MRERP, effectively losing their positions with the demise of the projects, they said the corps will continue to focus on ecological issues. 

“The corps is still under a biological opinion, which comes from the Fish and Wildlife Service. We’re still obligated to meet requirements of the buyout,” Ms. Switzer said. “But without that study, we don’t have the ability to determine that (in the) long term.” 

While Ms. Kunkel sympathizes with the cause, streamlining the focus to take money away from the environmental studies to other causes is better in the short term, she said. 

“(We’re) bringing those dollars toward levee repair and we’re really starting a dialogue about how we’re going to make flood control the primary purpose,” she said. 

With money headed their way through community development block grants and other funding, Ms. Kunkel said Holt County, as well as other surrounding counties, are in a much better spot to repair levees and negotiate with the corps. 

“In the way that the wheels turn to get all of this money in place, it really is moving quickly,” she said.
Mo. governor candidate changes college biography 
By DAVID A. LIEB 
Associated Press

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- Missouri gubernatorial candidate Dave Spence changed his online biography Thursday to fix a claim about a college economics degree and acknowledged that his campaign also had distributed fliers wrongly asserting that he attended business school at the University of Missouri.

The biographical adjustments come as Spence - a St. Louis businessman making his first political campaign - has been traveling the state trying to ramp up his challenge to Democratic Gov. Jay Nixon in 2012 elections. Spence's campaign has emphasized his business acumen.

Spence, 53, has a degree in home economics from the University of Missouri-Columbia. But the biography on his campaign website originally omitted the word "home" while describing his economics degree - a fact first reported earlier this week by the St. Louis Post-Dispatch. Spence acknowledged that the description may have been misleading.

On Thursday, Spence's website was changed to remove any reference to a degree, stating merely that he attended the University of Missouri-Columbia. Later Thursday, the website was changed again to provide a more elaborate description of his college experience.

His website biography now states: "After high school, Dave attended the University of Missouri-Columbia where he majored in family economics and management (also known as consumer economics) and earned a Bachelor's of Science degree in Home Economics."

It wasn't the first time that Spence's biography had to be changed.

The Associated Press obtained a copy Thursday of a Spence campaign flier that had been distributed at a Republican Party event that Spence attended Dec. 6 in the St. Louis area. The flier claimed: "After high school, Dave attended University of Missouri-Columbia School of Business and earned a degree in Economics."

But Spence never attended the university's business school. His degree in home economics was awarded through a different school at the university.

Spence said in emails Thursday to the AP that he didn't know his campaign materials had included the business school claim.

"I have said all along that I will not or do not lie," Spence said. "A lot of this is overblown, as I was not aware of any place that said business school."

Spence later added: "I will take responsibility for this. I did not catch the mistake on early campaign literature."

Spence campaign manager Jared Craighead said the statement about the business school was a "staff oversight that was corrected." The flier distributed in December also listed the wrong dates for when Spence had received awards from the Missouri Chamber of Commerce.

The Missouri Democratic Party said Thursday that Spence's education assertions are more than mere oversights.

"If David Spence can't tell the truth about something as basic as his college degree, Missourians shouldn't believe a word that comes out of his mouth. This guy is just shameless," said state Democratic Party spokeswoman Caitlin Legacki.

Nixon raises $575,000 in southwest Missouri
Springfield News-Leader
Members of Gov. Jay Nixon's campaign say fundraising totals from the past year in southwest Missouri point to continued support in the region for the first-term Democrat.

Nixon has collected $575,000 in the past 12 months from supporters in a a 22-county area that includes Springfield and Joplin, according to fundraising documents. The campaign also reported another big fundraising quarter, with more than $1.3 million in donations statewide.

Craig Hosmer, Nixon's treasurer, said he believes the support may be due to the fact that Nixon has tried to hold the line on spending and worked with both parties in the General Assembly.

"At a time when everyone is sick of the gridlock in Washington, folks around here appreciate that Gov. Nixon is doing things differently in Missouri," said Hosmer, a former state representative from Springfield.

Many of the donations came from the Springfield area, Nixon staffers said. He won Greene County in 2008 with 54 percent of the vote over Republican Kenny Hulshof.

Campaign officials said Greene County was one of more than 50 counties Nixon won in 2008 that has previously voted for a Republican.

The filing showed Nixon had $5 million in cash on hand, which his staff believed was the most of any candidate.

Campaign finance reports won't be released to the public until Tuesday, the same day Nixon will give his State of the State speech in Jefferson City.

Republicans Dave Spence, a businessman from the St. Louis area, and Bill Randles, an attorney from Kansas City, are vying for their party's nomination to challenge Nixon. Both have spent time campaigning in southwest Missouri recently.

Spence, who joined the race at the end of November, has focused more on setting up an organization in the region instead of fundraising, said Jared Craighead, a Spence campaign spokesman.

"That's not part of our plan right now," Craighead said.

However, Craighead said he expects Tuesday's reports to show good numbers. Spence wrote a check for $2 million to his campaign shortly after it started, but Craighead said there were others contributing now as well.

John Errante, a Randles spokesman, said Randles has been working steadily on building a network of supporters around southwest Missouri.

Randles won a straw poll by the Southwest Missouri Conservative Network in the Joplin area recently, signaling support for the campaign, Errante said. The campaign is also working to ramp up its fundraising effort, Errante said.
Missouri's Long backing Romney
Springfield News-Leader
WASHINGTON -- U.S. Rep. Billy Long endorsed Mitt Romney's presidential bid Thursday, saying the former Massachusetts governor's business background and strong campaign organization make him the best GOP contender to defeat President Barack Obama.

"The governor brings the type of leadership that we need at this time," Long, R-Springfield, said in a conference call with reporters Thursday. Romney has "an excellent record in the private sector," Long said, arguing that the country needs a leader who knows "how to operate and run a good business."

In the call, organized by the Romney campaign and hosted by former Sen. Jim Talent, Long also pushed back against attacks from Romney's Republican rivals. In recent days, Texas Gov. Rick Perry and former House Speaker Newt Gingrich, R-Georgia, have sharply criticized Romney's tenure at the helm of Bain Capital, a private equity company. Perry even called him a "vulture capitalist."

"This is just the opposite of what the Republican Party stands for," Long said. "They're attacking the free enterprise system," he said of Perry and Gingrich, adding that Republicans should aim their fire at Obama instead.

Long is the second Republican in the Missouri delegation to publicly pick a favorite in the GOP contest. U.S. Sen. Roy Blunt, R-Mo., came out early for Romney and has been an active supporter, leading Romney's effort to snag additional congressional endorsements. Talent has also been a longtime Romney supporter and adviser.

Others, including U.S. Reps. Vicky Hartzler of Harrisonville and Jo Ann Emerson of Cape Girardeau, have so far decided to stay out of the fray. And as recently as last month, even Long had said he wanted to let the race unfold more before making any endorsements.

"I don't think that a freshman Republican's endorsement is going to mean a whole lot," Long said in a December interview. "I'd rather let it play out."

But now the race is crystallizing, Long said Thursday, and many of his constituents have been asking for his guidance. He cited Perry and Gingrich's failure to get on the ballot in Virginia as evidence that they don't have the organization to go up against Obama. "That really tipped the scales," he said.

Now, Long added, "I intend to do everything I can to see that Gov. Romney is the nominee. Our job is to get the word out and the message out that we need to unify and get behind a good conservative candidate."
McCaskill brings energy agenda home to Springfield

Senator says she supports sensible, affordable and reliable sources of energy for public.

Springfield News-Leader
Environmental regulations need to be sensible and energy prices kept stable to help Missourians find jobs and pay reasonable energy bills, Sen. Claire McCaskill said during a Thursday tour of Springfield's main power plant.

During a stop in Springfield on what she's calling a statewide energy tour, McCaskill offered the opinion that Springfield City Utilities is in better shape than most other utilities in facing new mercury and other emissions limits issued by the Environmental Protection Agency.

That's because the John Twitty Energy Center that went online just over a year ago is relatively new and uses up-to-date technology, the senator said.

"This facility is way ahead of many of its counterparts around the country," the Democratic senator said.

But CU General Manager Scott Miller said CU is pondering the effect new regulations could have not only on the utility's newest power plant but also on its older facilities.

Trying to determine how new regulations will affect CU is daunting, Miller said after the senator left the power plant.

"We're going through some of the details," he said. "The regulations that recently came out run 1,100 pages."

Estimates are CU could face $60 million to $200 million in additional costs, depending on how regulations are implemented, he said.

During comments to reporters after meeting with Miller and other CU officials, McCaskill said she gets criticized by environmentalists and those who want to see the EPA eliminated for what she described as a moderate stance on energy and environmental regulation.

The senator smiled when recalling that one environmental group spent $500,000 on advertisements criticizing her stance on cap-and-trade.

"I want to make sure the energy supply is reliable and affordable," she said.

That means looking at many technologies to produce energy, McCaskill said.

"I am really somebody who believes in the 'all of the above' approach," she said.

While saying she doubts solar and wind technologies will take a dominant role in energy production in her lifetime, McCaskill expressed support for expanding the role of natural gas and nuclear energy.

Asked whether she is a supporter of nuclear energy, she said, "I am."

"I know I'm not supposed to answer that quickly," McCaskill added, but she said visiting researchers at Washington University and other places have convinced her nuclear energy is a viable energy source.

McCaskill also said she supports laying the proposed Keystone XL pipeline to transport oil extracted from Canadian oil sand deposits to Texas.

The project has pitted environmentalists against the oil industry. The debate has reached the White House, with President Barack Obama being pressed to make a decision on the project.

"I believe it's now a matter of when the pipeline is constructed, and maybe where," McCaskill said.

The senator said she wants to see a pipeline route chosen that is environmentally responsible.
Senator McCaskill touts 'responsible energy' during visit to Springfield

John Twitty Energy Center praised by senator for its pollution controls

by Mike Landis, KY3 News

mlandis@ky3.com

12:19 AM CST, January 13, 2012

SPRINGFIELD, Mo. - Under the deafening roar of turbines and generators, Senator Claire McCaskill got a look at the ins and outs of the John Twitty Energy Center on Thursday afternoon. It was part of her statewide ’Hometown Energy Tour’ of power plants, and her quest to learn about possible ways to meet the state’s future energy needs.

“Whether it is at the gas pump, or whether it is in the monthly utility bill, I want to make sure the supply is reliable and it’s affordable,” the Democratic senator explained.

During her visit, she gave high marks for City Utilities of Springfield’s one-year old 300 megawatt generating unit at JTEC, and its state-of-the-art pollution control technology.

“This new facility is way ahead of many of its counterparts around the country,” she observed.
“I think there is an assumption out there that if you are coal you are dirty. But I do not think that is a correct assumption,” said CU general manager Scott Miller.

The senator also took time to address an issue that's burning on a most utilities minds: new EPA regulations cracking down on toxic emissions like mercury.

“Some regulation is important, but too much regulation is not what the doctor ordered, either,” McCaskill said.

The proposed rules could cost utility companies, and their customers, up to $10-billion per year for new pollution control systems.

McCaskill said she supports delaying the implementation of the rules so regulators can work to ensure they won’t negatively affect ratepayers. 

“I don’t think we should turn our back on trying to regulate mercury. I just want us to do it in a reasonable and responsible way,” McCaskill said.

Missouri’s junior senator, Roy Blunt (R) has stated he will work toward stopping any such guidelines from taking effect.

Overall, McCaskill said she hopes Missouri can take more of an ‘all of the above' approach, supplementing coal-generated power with more nuclear, natural gas, wind, and solar energy. More than 80% of the Show-Me State’s electricity currently comes from coal-fired power plants. 

McCaskill said attaining a more balanced energy portfolio will take time and common sense.

“We cannot convert to an all-solar or all-wind system in my lifetime. It is absolutely impossible. And the people who talk to about doing so are being irresponsible.”

As part of the tour, McCaskill is also visiting power generating facilities in Kansas City, Columbia, St. Louis, and Cape Girardeau.
Drivers furious, MoDOT apologetic over clogged roads 
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ST. LOUIS • The season's second snow was a relatively gentle dusting. But the frigid front was enough to snarl commuter traffic on many St. Louis interstates and side streets early Thursday.

Thousands of motorists who were trapped in their cars for two- to three-hour commutes were left asking one simple question: How did this happen?

The director of the Missouri Department of Transportation asked the same thing after hearing about commuters' frustrations.

"We didn't do a very good job and my reaction to that is I'm disappointed," Kevin Keith said Thursday evening. "I want to apologize to the people of St. Louis and those in that part Missouri for our efforts. You should expect more from us, and you'll get it."

While snow was in the forecast the previous night, MoDOT decided not to pretreat interstates with a salt brine solution in large part because of the type of storm it expected, said District Engineer Ed Hassinger.

Instead, crews filled their trucks with rock salt and spread it on area highways when the first waves of snow began falling after 3 a.m. Thursday. When temperatures began to dip, they prepared to hit the roads a second time — only this time with chemicals.

By the time they got there, it was too late.

Despite a moderate coating of snow, highways began to freeze. Trucks had difficulty making it up hills. Drivers lost control of their cars.

MoDOT officials said traffic backed up on highways earlier than normal, preventing crews from spreading their mix of salt, beet juice and calcium chloride on the roadways.

"Traffic hit at the time we needed to be out there for the next round," Hassinger said. "We just couldn't get there."

But Keith, Hassinger's boss, said there should be no excuses because MoDOT had ample manpower and equipment to handle the job.

"We still have an expectation that when it snows, we're ready," Keith said. "I wasn't very happy about it. I've expressed my displeasure and expect it won't happen again."

Keith already has talked with St. Louis area officials about what went wrong and had discussions about how to prevent similar breakdowns in the future. Still, he said that one bad morning is not a reason for a complete strategy overhaul.

"Folks just didn't get it right this morning," Keith said.

Drivers fumed that such a light snowfall resulted in such a slow and slippery commute. MoDOT officials reported wet pavement had turned to black ice. Major crashes, including two that were fatal, and impassable conditions affected just about every highway.

One crash on Interstate 55 at U.S. Highway 61 in Jefferson County at 6:40 a.m. left a man dead and a woman seriously injured, the Missouri Highway Patrol said.

Newton Aldridge, 41, of Bloomsdale, Mo., lost control of the Pontiac Grand Am he was driving north on I-55 and crashed into the guardrail, the Highway Patrol said. He was pronounced dead at the scene.

Christine Aldridge, 30, a passenger in the car, was taken to Jefferson Regional Medical Center with serious injuries, the Highway Patrol said. She was later transferred to a St. Louis hospital.

According to the Highway Patrol report, Newton Aldridge was wearing a seat belt; Christine Aldridge was not.

Another driver died in a crash in Illinois on Thursday afternoon, according to the Illinois State Police. A passenger car traveling south on Route 4 just south of Weber Road in Marine collided head-on with a tractor-trailer traveling north about 2:40 p.m., police said. They believe the car crossed into the path of the truck.

The driver of the car was killed, police said. The driver of the truck was not injured.

Police did not reveal information about the identity of either driver.

'PANDEMONIUM'
Drivers shared numerous horror stories Thursday. Some people turned to the Internet to blow off steam. And radio call-in shows were jammed with calls from motorists stuck in traffic.

"It's been pandemonium," said Jim Ferrick, 42, of Ladue.

Ferrick works as a lawyer in downtown St. Louis. The nanny was an hour late because of the road conditions. School was called off for one of his children, but another child was late to school. His wife is also a lawyer downtown.

"Everybody's working today, but we're all late," Ferrick said as he made a quick stop for gasoline at Price and Clayton roads.

Segments of Interstate 70, Highway 40 (Interstate 64) and Interstate 44 were closed for part of the commute because of ice and accidents.

Jason Merrill, who works at Barnes-Jewish Hospital, was in his car, creeping along Page Avenue near Interstate 170 at 9:30 a.m., more than 90 minutes after he left home in St. Charles County. He picked Page because I-70 wasn't moving.

"I'm beyond angry," he said. "This is probably the worst traffic experience I've had. To know so little precipitation fell from the sky and that the roads are this bad ... the highways are atrocious."

The Missouri Highway Patrol said most crashes involved only minor injuries. The patrol was swamped with calls. At 4 a.m., when few cars were on the road, the patrol got about 80 calls reporting crashes. By 9 a.m., more than 240 calls had come in across the Troop C's coverage area of 11 counties, said Cpl. Jeff Wilson, a patrol spokesman.

ILLINOIS PROBLEMS
The Illinois State Police said road conditions caused numerous crashes, most involving cars sliding off the roads, but some were rollover crashes.

Illinois Department of Transportation crews began working at 1:40 a.m. Thursday and pretreated bridges and overpasses with salt brine, said Joseph Monroe, District 8 operations engineer for the department.

"We still have blowing and drifting snow that is causing problems throughout the district," he said.

Dozens of school districts called off classes. Among the largest districts to cancel were the Fort Zumwalt and Francis Howell districts in St. Charles County.

Kacey Ruckstaetter, 37, of Creve Coeur, said the heavy traffic made her late dropping off her two kids at two schools. As she was getting gas for her minivan in Clayton just before 10 a.m., Ruckstaetter said, "I debated just going home, but we're close enough now."

Westbound Interstate 70, west of Union Boulevard, was shut down about 6 a.m. because of a crash. Other crashes were blocking lanes of westbound Highway 40 near Clayton Road, near Mason Road and west of Timberlake Manor Drive; Tesson Ferry at Mattis Road; southbound I-55 near Richardson Road in the Arnold area; and northbound I-55 at Potomac Road.

Police said some drivers were reporting that westbound I-44 at Arsenal Street was like a sheet of ice about 7 a.m. It was shut down on and off throughout the morning.

It was about 20 degrees by 6 a.m., but the wind chill was making it feel more like 10. The moderate snowfall tapered off by late morning, and flurries were expected throughout the day. The National Weather Service expected accumulation of 1 to 3 inches.

MoDOT deployed full crews Thursday to retreat every interstate highway and major route with salt, chemicals and beet juice before the evening commute. The state replowed some spots where wind gusts blew snow back onto roads.

Today's high temperature could reach 27 degrees. Forecasters expect temperatures to top the freezing mark Saturday.

St. Louis County and the city of St. Louis pretreated streets and reported no significant problems with snow.

St. Louis County was expecting up to 5 inches of snow Thursday but got only 1½, said David Wrone, spokesman for the county Department of Highways and Traffic. The county pretreated residential roads before the snow arrived, then moved to major roads.

St. Louis streets Director Todd Waelterman said the city began pretreating streets with brine Wednesday.

Shortly after snow began to fall Thursday, crews hit the local streets with another shot of salt.

MoDOT engineer Hassinger said pretreating area highways is different from residential streets. Rock salt that is spread on the residential streets, for instance, would blow away on highways when cars pass by at 60 mph.

Hassinger said crews often pretreat bridges and overpasses with salt brine — because they freeze faster in low temperatures — but that's not where the problems surfaced Thursday.

On Thursday, MoDOT was prepared for 1 to 3 inches of dry, powdery snow. Instead, it came in somewhat wet, Hassinger said. Further, as the salt the trucks spread on the highways began to melt, it became diluted.

Still, Hassinger acknowledged the decision not to pretreat the highways in the Missouri half of the region will be debated by the public — and possibly within the agency itself. While acknowledging that pretreatment would have been effective, he still supported the decision.

But it wouldn't have solved the problem of getting trucks back to the highway with a second dose of snow-fighting chemicals, he said.

"I think right now it wouldn't have made any difference," Hassinger said. "We'll just have to look at the timing. I know people are frustrated. Nobody is more frustrated than we are."
MO State Highway Patrol Clarifies Criteria for Issuing Amber Alerts

KSMU/Springfield
Tomorrow is National Amber Alert Day. Law enforcement officials across the nation are recognizing the importance of the Amber Alert System, which is a high-speed, high-tech way of alerting the public when a child has been abducted. According to the Missouri State Highway Patrol, there’s been some misunderstanding about the criteria that must be met before the alert can go out. KSMU’s Jennifer Moore explains.

Captain Tim Hull is a spokesman for the Highway Patrol. He says Missouri’s stringent criteria for issuing an Amber Alert match those of the National Center for Missing & Exploited Children. Those criteria are very specific, because the Highway Patrol has varied responses for different situations. Hull says not all missing children cases qualify for Amber Alerts.

“The Amber Alert activation criteria are: the law enforcement investigating the missing child must confirm that the child has been abducted, that’s one. Two: the child must be aged 17 years or younger. And law enforcement must believe that the child is in danger of serious bodily harm or death,” Hull said.

The fourth and final criteria, Hull said, is that there has to be enough descriptive information about the child, the abductor, and the vehicle for an Amber Alert to help recover the child.

This usually does not apply to a non-custodial parent being late, or even refusing to return his or her child—because in those cases, the child is usually not in harm’s way. For that, there’s another advisory called an EPA—and Endangered Persons Advisory. An EPA alerts the media as well, but it’s not as immediate as an Amber Alert.

“If we did an Amber Alert for every child who was missing, or every situation where a non-custodial parent didn’t return a child, people would become immune to hearing Amber Alerts, and they would just not be effective,” Hull said.

And they have been more than a little effective, he says: Missouri has a 100 percent recovery rate of children whose abductions were highlighted as Amber Alerts. Since 2003, that’s 47 kids.

AMBER, which stands for America’s Missing: Broadcast Emergency Response, was adopted as a legacy to Amber Hagerman, a nine-year-old girl from Texas who was kidnapped while riding her bike, then murdered.

The Highway Patrol reminds Missourians that if they suspect a child has been abducted, they should call 9-1-1.

Public invited to update on Arch grounds redevelopment plan
By Charlene Prost, special to the Beacon 

Posted 12:46 pm Thu., 1.12.12 

Although no one is predicting publicly when the first shovel of dirt will fly, plans to revive the Gateway Arch grounds and connect them with improved surroundings are moving forward. Leaders of the still-evolving plan will give an update -- including a construction schedule -- at a public meeting from 6-7:15 p.m., Wed., Jan. 25 in the Ferrara Theatre of the America's Center downtown. Doors open at 5:30 p.m.

A rendering of Kiener Plaza in winter.

At the top of the agenda:

· new details about the "lid" to be built over part of sunken Interstate 70 that separates the Arch grounds and downtown; 

· more details about a new glass entrance facing Memorial Drive for an expanded museum beneath the Arch; 

· information about new connections between I-70 and its surroundings from the Poplar Street Bridge north to the new Mississippi River Bridge scheduled to open in 2014. 

Among those giving presentations will be Michael Van Valkenburgh, lead designer for the plan, which is estimated to cost $578 million. Since winning the design competition in September 2010, the firm, Michael Van Valkenburgh Associates, Brooklyn, and team members have been working with city, state and federal officials, civic leaders and others from both sides of the river. The goal: to get the plan built by Oct. 28, 2015, the Arch's 50th anniversary.

Whether that ambitious goal still can be met, given the uncertain economy, also will be discussed at the meeting. In December, when Interior Secretary Ken Salazar was here with Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood to present the $20 million TIGER grant, there was some speculation that the plan would have to be scaled back, a suggestion that Salazar rejected.

"The design plan, construction plan and a timeline for the project is on the agenda," said Ryan McClure, communications director for the CityArchRiver 2015 Foundation. The foundation, which sponsored the design competition, is raising money for the project.

So far, about $57 million has come in, including:

· $20 million federal Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery grant, or TIGER grant, announced in December; 

· $25 million from the Missouri Department of Transportation; 

· $10 million in private money; 

· $2 million federal grant for design work for the lid over 70. 

Walter Metcalfe Jr., lead director of the foundation, will discuss funding sources at the meeting.

Also on the agenda are: Deborah Patterson, president of the Monsanto Fund and a member of the design competition board; Susan Trautman, executive director of the Great Rivers Greenway group; and Tom Bradley, superintendent of the Jefferson National Expansion Memorial, more informally called the Arch grounds.

Bradley said Wednesday that while plans are "evolving every day," they also are progressing.

Next month, he said, representatives from Haley Sharpe Designs, based in Leicester, United Kingdom, will come to St. Louis to work on new and revised exhibits for the expanded Museum of Westward Expansion beneath the Arch and on improving exhibits at the nearby Old Courthouse.

"It will be an intense process," Bradley said. "They will spend quite a bit of time looking at the potential space, themes, our audience and what we want to accomplish" with the new and revised exhibits.

Bradley said that renovation is likely as well for the nearby Old Cathedral owned by the St. Louis Archdiocese. Van Valkenburgh's big plan for the area includes a public plaza and restaurant facility next to the cathedral.

The archdiocese "has its own team" at work on a renovation plan for the cathedral, Bradley said, and team members have been talking with Haley Sharpe about improving an existing museum in the basement there and designing exhibits that complement the Arch's museum.

Meanwhile, Bradley said, the VanValkenburgh group is continuing work on sustainable ways to redo the ponds and landscaping in a way that would enhance and not harm Dan Kiley's original design.

Questions remain about demolishing the parking garage on the north side of the Arch grounds and reusing the site perhaps for a park to connect the grounds with Laclede's Landing to the north. Bradley said that will happen only if planners find enough replacement parking near the Arch. They're looking closely at underused garages and other nearby parking areas.

"Michael Van Valkenburgh feels there is really an opportunity to do something special" on the site of the demolished garage, Bradley said, "and we are all working hard to see that we can do that."

Meanwhile, he said, the Great Rivers Greenway group has become "a leader on the riverfront piece of this, figuring out what to do with Leonor K. Sullivan and perhaps raising it by two and a half feet" so the street can remain open longer when floods come. "Two and a half feet will buy so much more time," he said.

Van Valkenburgh and his associates gave their first public plan update in January 2011. Since then, a dramatic new design for Kiener Plaza has emerged. But much of the work on the plan's other aspects, including improvements for the east bank of the river and a gondola-like tramway to connect both banks, has been nitty gritty, behind-the scenes stuff you don't hear much about.

"We're moving forward every single day with the design work, the permitting work and all those things that need to happen to make this project a reality," McClure said.
Drug, DWI Court Program Offers Opportunities, ‘Changes Lives’ 

By Karen Myers, Missourian Staff Writer | Posted: Thursday, January 12, 2012 7:00 am 
Two Franklin County Drug Court graduates being taken into custody at a meth lab site in December sparked letters and online comments about the positive effects of the drug and DWI court programs.

“We don’t have a 100 percent success rate,” said Jennifer King, DWI and drug court treatment provider. “I wish we could, but with the disease of addiction it’s just not a reality.”

Ultimately, once the clients leave the program, King said, they have choices to make.

“The program’s mission is to give people with the disease of addiction the opportunity to gain the tools of recovery and learn how to live their lives differently, make better choices and increase the opportunity for a happier, healthier, more productive life and to become a productive member of society,” King said.

“I know that when they leave our program, especially when they complete it successfully, they absolutely have the tools to make the right choices and to choose not to live that way,” she added.

King said that addiction is not something that society has a real understanding of and that because there are criminal activities associated with addiction, it tends to be thought of as a moral deficiency instead of a disease.

“The situation is that it’s a disease the same as cancer or diabetes or anything else,” she said.

Positive Effects
John Bogle, a current program member, said the program has saved many lives, including his own.

“This program and the people in it, has transformed my life, ”Bogle wrote in a letter to the editor. “It was a wake-up call, a turning point where I realized that the life I was living had to come to an end. I was given an opportunity to realize my faults as a man and helped to make proper amends to them.”

Bogle also pointed out other positive effects of the program on society as a whole, including helping lower the recidivism and rearrest rates.

“It costs up to $40,000 per year to house an inmate in prison while Drug and DWI Court treatment costs are about $3,500 per offender a year. American taxpayers would save more than $46 billion if people were treated for their addiction rather than imprisoned for it,” Bogle wrote.

King agreed that the programs are “hugely cost-effective” adding that participants of the program have a 26 percent lower recidivism rate, and up to 58 percent lower re-arrest rate.

The rate is lower than people who are released from prison or just on probation.

King said the program treats biological, social, and psychological aspects of the disease.

“We’re a very, very strict program and there’s high accountability and instant consequences,” she said.

The programs help with life skills and provides moral reconation therapy.

More Benefits
Other benefits, King said, include many drug-free babies born, parents being reunited with their children and participants going back to college or getting jobs, which is a requirement of the program.

After participants graduate, they can become a part of the alumni association, which helps them get involved in and give back to the community. There are also 12 self-help programs in the “recovery community” participants are encouraged to participate in after graduation.

“It’s always available for them to come back to treatment at any time. . . our doors are always open to them,” King said, adding that addiction can be put into remission for many years.

Offer Opportunity
King encouraged the community to embrace recovering addicts and to try and give them the opportunity to succeed.

“I would just never want someone to look at me and judge me for the worst thing I ever did,” she said, “because that’s not who I am. People with this disease are no different.”

Drug or DWI court is voluntary, however, King said many times it is a person’s alternative to going to jail.

The Franklin County drug court team consists of the judge, probation officers, drug court administrator, prosecuting attorney, trackers, drug task enforcement and treatment providers.
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 Rabies vaccinations bill raises questions

January 13, 2012 By Bob Priddy

One critic says it’s like “aiming a bazooka at an ant.” But supporters say the proposed law strengthens the wall between rabies and humans. 

Rolla veterinarian Dan Brown is a state senator who wants a law enacted requiring all dog and cat owners to make sure the animals are vaccinated against rabies. His bill says anyone who feeds or shelters an animal for three or more days would commit a misdemeanor if the animals don’t get their shots.

He says rabies most often is in wild animals. But domesticated animals are the usual link between the rabid wild animals and humans. 

Some critics read his bill to mean farmers would have to inoculate their barn cats and people feeding feral cats in their neighborhoods would have to have them vaccinated.

St. Louis lawyer Dave Roland is the one who thinks the proposal is overkill. He cites numbers from the Bureau of Communicable Disease and Prevention for the last decade that there have been only about ten cases of domestic animal rabies in the last ten years. And he says Missouri has had only two rabies fatalities in the last 53 years. 

Brown says most communities already have rabies vaccination ordinances. His bill targets rural areas. The Senate Agriculture Committee is studying it.
Key figure in Mamtek deal expected in front of House Committee

January 13, 2012 By Mike Lear 

His is testimony that has been sought for months, and at last legislators expect to hear it.

Patent attorney Michael Wise is scheduled to testify before the House Committee on Government Oversight and Accountability at its hearing on Thursday. In December, Department of Economic Development representatives told the Committee that it was Wise who in a phone conversation told Moberly officials he had been to a Mamtek production facility in China. Wise was said to have claimed he visited the facility in-person more than once and to have obtained product made there.

The House Committee on Governmental Oversight and Accountability will continue meeting through the 2012 regular session.

Wise’s claims were part of the basis for Moberly officials proceeding with the Mamtek project that has since collapsed and become the subject of multiple investigations.

Chairman, Representative Jay Barnes (R-Jefferson City) said in December he had already been trying to get Wise before the Committee for over a month. Now, he’s anxious to hear what the man has to say. “‘What did Michael Wise see in China?’ is the big question for next week.”

That could also be one of the last questions the Committee asks before moving on to another phase. “We’ve had a lot of hearings. We’ve heard a lot of testimony. I think we have a pretty good picture of what happened. Next week’s testimony I think completes our picture.

Barnes says after the Thursday hearing, the body might shift focus from investigating the facts of Mamtek to dealing with legislation stemming from those facts. It is for that task that it went from being an “interim” basis to a standing special committee. “We’re going to be assigned bills relating to this topic and so we’re gonna be in existence until the end of session.”

Some such legislation has been filed, while the chairman says he and others are developing more. “Stay tuned,” Barnes suggests.

He says he will talk to other Committee members about whether there is anyone else they believe it would be worthwhile to talk to.

Others are expected at the hearing but at least one name has been pulled from that list. On Monday Barnes said he was working to get Moberly attorney Tom Cunningham to testify, but he now says that will not be happening. “(The Committee is) going to have a conversation about what to do about that.”

Another notable absence will be Bruce Cole, who was Mamtek’s Chairman and CEO and announced the deal at Moberly in July of 2010. Barnes says his attempts to contact Cole have been met with no response.

Testimony is expected from financial services company Standard & Poor’s, who gave Moberly’s bonds in the Mamtek deal a high quality rating. Barnes plans to ask them how they arrived at that rating and why the viability of the company did not play into it.

Also expected is Tom Smith who was a site consultant and project manager at the Moberly Mamtek site. Moberly officials testified in December that Smith e-mailed them with pictures of the alleged China plant.

Thursday’s hearing is at 12:30 in the Capital.
Time capsule holds cache for House of the future

January 12, 2012 By Mike Lear

The Dais of the Speaker of the House now holds a gift for the people who will work in that chamber in 38 years.

Two years ago when carpet was replaced in the House of Representatives, one of the ornate wood panels on the right side of the Dais came loose. Beneath it was an oddly shaped space that the chamber’s staff judged made the perfect cubby hole for a time capsule, and that idea had been tossed around ever since.

Until today, when staff, several lawmakers and a few others gathered for an impromptu ceremony to fill and seal it.

Chief Clerk Adam Crumbliss says, “We just decided that this was a good a year as any to do it, and so we’re hoping that the legislature of 2050 and the staff of 2050 can open the time capsule and learn a little about their past but also hopefully be inspired by the thoughts and the items that we’ve left for them.”

A variety of items filled the little hole, including letters from staff and lawmakers to those who will hold their offices in 38 years. Crumbliss told his future counterpart, “in short, to be in a situation that you surround yourself with good people, you trust the people to lead the state in a good direction, have humility and never forget to laugh.”

Assistant Chief Clerk Joan Branson said the moment of levity on the House Floor was appreciated.

“Members talking … members from both sides, staff people from both sides, bipartisan staff … it was nice … it was good to see the members excited about it.”

The capsule will be marked with a plaque indicating the presence of the stash so that it won’t be forgotten before 2050.

Among those who will be represented when the capsule is opened is at least one news organization. Hastily written on the back of this reporter’s business card is the current staff of Missourinet. We’ve been there for 38 years, what’s another 38 more?
Senate pushes DWI law overhaul to keep federal funding

January 12, 2012 By Jessica Machetta

A senate committee has approved a measure that puts stricter limits on hardship licenses increases revocation times. When a person loses their license as a result of driving while intoxicated, they lose their license. In Missouri, it’s for for weeks. Federal requirements say it should be six “so that certain repeat offenders will not be eligible for a limited driving privilege until such person has completed the first 45 days of the revocation.”

Senator Bill Stouffer of Napton has a bill that would put Missouri’s intoxication-related traffic offenses in line with federal requirements, thereby preserving millions of dollars in federal funding for highways.

When Missouri drivers lose their license because of a DWI, they can get a hardship license, which lets them drive to — according to current law – a business, occupation or employment; medical treatment; school; alcohol or drug treatment programs; an ignition interlock provider for required service; and other circumstances the court or the department finds would create an undue hardship. Stouffer says the federal government says the courts can’t have that kind of flexibility in DWI cases … it’s the “other circumstances the court finds would create an undue hardship” the federal government doesn’t like. Stouffer’s law would remove that provision.

Stouffer’s bill would also increase community service hours required for repeat offenders.

Also, current law allows prior offenders to participate in and successfully complete a DWI court in lieu of jail time or community service. Federal law, however, does not authorize DWI courts as an alternative to mandatory jail or community service. Stouffer’s measure would let prior and persistent offenders avoid the minimum days of imprisonment by performing community service and completing a DWI court program, and the DWI court program or other treatment program must include a certain number of community service hours.
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Carnahan's decision could come quickly after state Supreme Court makes theirs 

BY JAKE WAGMAN • jwagman@post-dispatch.com > 314-340-8268 | Posted: Thursday, January 12, 2012 4:15 pm
ST. LOUIS • The long-anticipated decision of where U.S. Rep. Russ Carnahan will seek re-election could come soon after a decision in a state Supreme Court case that was argued Thursday in Jefferson City.

The St. Louis Democrat supported a legal challenge to the redistricting map drawn last year by the Republican-controlled state Legislature. The map met the requirement for shedding a Congressional district by erasing Carnahan's seat.

Carnahan, the scion of a prominent Democratic family, was first elected to Congress in 2004. He has insisted he will run again this year, but has been coy about whether he will campaign in the new Second District — where Republican Ann Wagner is gradually building up an air of inevitably with her robust fundraising — or the First District, which would require Carnahan to challenge fellow Democrat U.S. Rep. Lacy Clay in what would be a racially-charged primary.

Many local Democrats, both those loyal to Carnahan and those loyal to Clay, believe Carnahan is leaning toward seeking to unseat Clay.

That's if the lawsuit doesn't succeed, which seems more likely than not.

In Thursday's hearing, attorney Gerald P. Greiman railed against the "legislative evil of gerrymandering," but his chief obstacle might be more practical than legal. 

Even if the court were in wholesale agreement with Greiman's argument that the Legislature erred by approving a map that put partisan gains over creating compact districts, the judges would have to come up with a new map themselves.

Drawing new political boundaries is an arduous process.

In arguments, one of the judges hearing the case Thursday suggested that his colleagues would be hard-pressed to find the demographic data required for such an endeavor, saying "we are not a fact-finding court." 

While a state appellate panel did draw new districts for the state General Assembly, the process took weeks. 

The Supreme Court doesn't have that type of time. Filing for the November election begins at the end of next month.

That means the court will likely expedite its decision, putting Carnahan on the clock to make a choice.

While it's possible that Carnahan has already accepted that his path to staying in Congress runs through the First, waiting for a resolution to the legal challenge allows him to say to fellow Democrats he did everything possible to avoid a messy primary.
Spence campaign confirms a flier -- now history -- misstated college degree
By Jo Mannies, Beacon political reporter 

Posted 12:13 am Fri., 1.13.12 

For Dave Spence, a Republican candidate for Missouri governor, the hits just keep coming.

Spence's campaign thought they had weathered the worst of the fracas over reports that the economics college degree he obtained was in consumer economics -- also known as home economics.

The candidate and his spokesman repeatedly stated that Spence never claimed that he graduated from the University of Missouri's School of Economics. Rather, Spence has maintained that he accurately stated that he did have a degree in economics; he just didn't specify what kind, a spokesman said.

But apparently the campaign did circulate some misinformation, even though allegedly only briefly. The Beacon was among the news outlets who on Thursday obtained copies of a Spence campaign flier that did make such a claim that he received a degree from the University of Missouri's School of Economics.

Campaign spokesman Jared Craighead initially was unaware of the flier, but later confirmed that it had been written more than a month ago by some campaign staff members.

The flier was distributed at several events in early December, Craighead said, but was withdrawn as soon as Spence read it and noticed a number of errors -- the reference to the School of Economics among them. Other errors dealt with the dates when Spence was honored with some business awards.

Craighead said there was no intent to mislead anyone. He added that the campaign has been working to correct the record, by revamping the economics-degree references on the Spence campaign's web site to stipulate in detail what type of degree he had.

And no one is disputing that Spence ran a successful plastic-packaging business and made a fortune when he sold it to a private equity firm a few years ago for more than $200 million. It's also a fact that he is spending at least $2 million of his own money in his bid to repace Gov. Jay Nixon, a Democrat.

The episode has gained Spence some name recognition, although perhaps not of the kind he would like. At a cafe in Jefferson City, for example, an employee was overheard Thursday discussing the controversy with a couple customers. The food worker volunteered that he thought Spence should not be ashamed of the home economics degree.

The Missouri Democratic Party continues to hammer at the matter. "David Spence recently admitted he didn't have the grades to get into Mizzou's Business School, but for the last 23 years, that hasn't stopped him from lying about it," said party spokeswoman Caitlin Legacki. "If David Spence can't tell the truth about something as basic as his college degree, Missourians shouldn't believe a word that comes out of his mouth. This guy is just shameless."

On the upside, the controversy has shifted the debate away from Spence's board-member tenure at a bank that took federal bailout funds.
Spence changes website to reflect home economics degree

BY JAKE WAGMAN • jwagman@post-dispatch.com > 314-340-8268 | Posted: Thursday, January 12, 2012 5:00 pm
ST. LOUIS • Republican gubernatorial hopeful Dave Spence, under fire for misstating his academic pedigree, amended his website on Thursday to reflect his actual degree, which is in home economics.

Since he kicked-off his bid late last year, Spence, the former head of a plastics company who put $2 million of his own money into the race, has said on his campaign biography that he "earned a degree in economics" from the University of Missouri. 

According to the school, Spence actually studied family economics and management — also called consumer economics —earning a Bachelor's of Science Degree in Home Economics in 1981.

That information is now included on Spence's website.

The issue has provided fodder all week for criticism from Democrats. Even a rival in the Republican primary took a swipe at Spence by releasing transcripts from his own higher education, including his report card from Harvard Law.

Spence has acknowledged less than stellar grades as an undergraduate, but has since become a model for business school students at Mizzou through an entrepreneurial program he helped create.
Romney wins new Missouri endorsements
By Jason Rosenbaum, special to the Beacon 

Updated 3:30 pm Thu., 1.12.12 

Former Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney added to his high-level Missouri support today, announcing the endorsement of a congressman from southwest Missouri as well as more backing from state lawmakers.

Republican presidential candidate and former Massachusetts Governor Mitt Romney announced the endorsements of U.S. Rep. Billy Long, R-Springfield and other Missouri state legislators.

Romney's newest congressional backer from the state is U.S. Rep. Billy Long, R-Springfield. Long's 7th district encompasses most of southwest Missouri, generally a Republican stronghold.

"I'm extremely proud to support a true conservative like Mitt Romney," Long said in a statement. "Missouri voters --- as well as voters across the country --- are looking for someone who will reverse President (Barack) Obama's failed policies. Mitt Romney will get rid of ObamaCare, stop our government's out-of-control spending, and, most important of all, create jobs for the American people. If conservatives are serious about getting our country back on track, Mitt Romney is the clear choice."

Added Romney in a statement: "It's an honor to have the support of so many conservative Missouri leaders. This level of support shows that my message of restoring fiscal sanity to Washington is resonating with voters across the country. These supporters will be crucial to help me spread my message of creating jobs and cutting spending in the months to come."

Romney's press release added that the Republican presidential frontrunner also received endorsements from Senate President Pro Tem Rob Mayer, R-Dexter, Senate Appropriations Chairman Kurt Schaefer, R-Columbia, Sen. Dan Brown, R-Rolla, Sen. Mike Parson, R-Bolivar, Sen. David Pearce, R-Warrensburg, and Rep. Kathy Conway, R-St. Charles.

Long is the second U.S. House member from Missouri to endorse a GOP presidential candidate. U.S. Rep. Sam Graves, R-Tarkio, endorsed Texas Gov. Rick Perry months ago.

Romney already has the support of a number of high-ranking Missouri politicians, such as U.S. Sen. Roy Blunt, R-Mo. and state Auditor Tom Schweich. Previously, he had snagged endorsements from a slew of state legislators, including House Speaker Steve Tilley, R-Perryville, and Senate Majority Leader Tom Dempsey, R-St. Charles.

Romney also has the support of some of Missouri’s biggest political donors, including Harbour Group chairman Sam Fox.

The endorsements come after Romney scored a narrow victory in the Iowa caucuses, followed by a more decisive win Tuesday in New Hampshire.

Missouri is holding a primary on Feb. 7, but state Republicans have declared that vote won't determine who gets the state's delegates. Republicans as of now plan to select delegates on March 17 through a caucus process.

UPDATE: In an afternoon conference call, Long - who was an auctioneer before he was elected to Congress in 2010 - said one of the things that drew him to Romney was his "excellent record in the private sector."

When asked about recent attacks against Romney from GOP rivals over his role at Bain Capital, Long said such criticism is "just the opposite of what the Republican Party stands for."

"They're attacking the free enterprise system," Long said, referring to Romney's rivals. "And it's just deplorable in my estimation. And I'm sorry they've stooped to this level with their attacks."

While Romney fared well in suburban areas of Missouri in 2008, he failed to make much traction in the rural parts of the state. The vast majority of rural counties were won by former Arkansas Gov. Mike Huckabee, who narrowly lost the Missouri primary to Sen. John McCain, R-Arizona. Romney trailed both.

But both Long and former Sen. Jim Talent, R-Missouri, said on the call that things have changed since 2008 in favor of Romney. Talent pointed out how a number of rural lawmakers - such as Mayer - have backed Romney's campaign this time.

"I think that's the significance of all these endorsements which come from all around the state," said Talent, observing that Long and Mayer come from rural areas. "I think he has an excellent chance to run well in Missouri."

Noting that the 7th Congressional District is one of the fastest-growing parts of the state and contains plenty of rural counties, Long added: "I think our job is to get the word out and send a message out that we need to unify, get behind a good conservative candidate that can take back the White House."

"And I think that message is going to sell very well this time in the rural areas," Long said.
Missouri Republicans come to Romney's defense on Bain Capital

BY BILL LAMBRECHT • blambrecht@post-dispatch.com > 202-298-6880 | Posted: Thursday, January 12, 2012 4:30 pm
WASHINGTON • Supporters of Mitt Romney are warning that harsh attacks from his GOP opponents could damage Republicans' drive to regain the White House.

Republicans and their allies took aim today at Rick Perry and Newt Gingrich for their barbed criticism of the methods of the equity firm Bain Capital, which Romney headed for 14 years.

Perry especially is drawing wide reaction for likening Bain and similar companies to "vultures" that prey on struggling companies and then leave behind "skeletons" and laid-off workers.

Perry has dropped the word vultures from his stump speech in the run-up to South Carolina's Jan. 21 primary. But the criticisms of the ongoing line of attack are continuing from sources ranging from the Wall Street Journal to elected officials to radio personality Rush Limbaugh.

Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., said today it's a "serious mistake" to campaign against "the essence of what Republicans believe in."

Former Missouri Sen. Jim Talent asserted today that Bain's financial backing had helped to establish prominent companies like Staples and the Sports Authority.

"If we want a candidate that is hostile to free enterprise, we thought we would get that with Barack Obama. It's kind of a surprise to have it in the Republican Party," Talent told reporters on a conference call to trumpet new endorsements of Romney by Missourians.

"It's a debate we welcome, he's had it before," Talent added. "He had it when he ran for governor of Massachusetts in a very, very blue state. They had the same attacks against him then and he overcame it and won."

U.S. Rep. Billy Long, a Springfield Republican who endorsed Romney today, chided Romney's opponents for forgetting what Ronald Reagan used to describe as the 11th Commandment -- Republicans should not speak ill of one another.

"This is just the opposite of what the Republican Party stands for, the free enterprise system," Long said. "They're attacking the free enterprise system and it's just deplorable in my estimation and I'm sorry that they stoop to this level with their attacks."

Long went on to say that "anytime you have a capital firm that comes in to take over struggling companies, there's going to be a lot of successes, there are going to be some failures...There was a lot more good than bad that went on with Bain Capital and I think the record stands for itself."

Talent referred to the new endorsements as "a big day for the Romney campaign in the state of Missouri." Besides Long, Romney announced endorsements of Senate President Pro Tem Rob Mayer, of Dexter, St. Louis County Committeeman Jim Gwinner, Cass County Committeeman Ryan Johnson and several members of the Missouri General Assembly.
Campaign reformers aim to force White House's hand - Donohue lays out Chamber agenda - Fuel for floundering prez candidates - Romney camp looks to bundlers
Politico
McCaskill, TESTER GET JOINT FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE: Called the Missouri-Montana Fund, the campaigns of Sen. Claire McCaskill (D-Mo.) and Jon Tester (D-Mont.) are joining forces to form a joint fundraising committee. Such committees may raise money on behalf of both candidates and distribute the cash to either at its discretion, so long as the contributions don’t violate federal campaign finance limits. The committee treasurer is Judith Zamore.
GOP targets immigrants in tax credit
By: David Rogers, Politico

January 12, 2012 12:17 PM EST 

It’s a Catch-22 that only Washington could conceive of — a small classic in this city’s divide-and-conquer politics.

As talks resume in Congress on paying for the payroll tax holiday, Republicans are proposing to find billions in savings by denying child tax credit refunds to working-class immigrant parents who lack a Social Security number proving they are authorized to work in the U.S.

The impact on Latino communities is far more severe than first advertised when the House approved the plan last month — and at first glance, the optics seem brutal for the GOP going into the 2012 elections, at a time when the Hispanic vote is growing.

Already, the air is filled with charges of Wall Street elitism and income inequality in the nation. And GOP front-runner Mitt Romney’s wealth, Harvard pedigree and record as a venture capitalist have opened up a class divide in the GOP itself even as he has gone hard right of conservative rivals like Newt Gingrich and Texas Gov. Rick Perry on the question of immigration.

“Why Latinos? What does it mean the symbolism of targeting poor Hispanics? What message does that send?” Eric Rodriguez, a vice president for research and legislation at the National Council of La Raza, told POLITICO. “This is a good piece of conversation we’re going to have with our community.”

But leading the charge for the GOP is no less than Texas Rep. Sam Johnson, an emotional icon for House Republicans because of his seven years as a POW in Hanoi during the Vietnam War. And armed with a Treasury report from this summer, the 81-year-old Air Force veteran has exposed a real Achilles heel for Democrats in using the tax code as an anti-poverty program.

Indeed, the past decade has seen a genuine explosion in the cost of refunds paid out by the government under the child tax credit, first created in the post-welfare reform period of the late 1990s. The annual cost was less than $1 billion a year prior to 2001, when President George W. Bush greatly expanded the credit. And in 2009, President Barack Obama went a big step further by making it easier for lower-income families — with little or no federal income tax liability — to still claim the refunds.

Treasury data show that 21 million tax filers in 2011 claimed the refundable credits, which averaged about $676 per child and totaled $26.1 billion. That’s more than some Cabinet departments spend annually, and represents a five-fold increase since 2002, when the cost was closer to $5 billion.

The tax credit itself, which Bush increased from $500 to $1000 per child, is immensely popular with middle-class households, reducing their tax burden and helping a working mother offset child-care costs, for example. For lower income families, the cash refunds — technically called the Additional Child Tax Credit — are also an income supplement and anti-poverty tool, much like the older, more established Earned Income Tax Credit.

One big difference is that a 1996 law specifies that the EITC refunds can go only to households in which the wage earner has a Social Security number. The ACTC , enacted later and quite small when it started, was never subject to this restriction because its advocates argue that itis aimed at the child and the legal status of the parent should matter less.

That distinction is at the heart of the fight now and is harder to sell in this Congress given the rising costs and budget deficits.

In fact, as immigrant households have become more aware of the child credit benefit, a greater share of these dollars appear to be going to undocumented workers who pay taxes and now qualify — using Individual Taxpayer Identification Numbers issued by the Internal Revenue Service.

Sorting through the data is fraught with peril. But a July report by the Treasury’s inspector general for tax administration found that ITIN filers are much more likely to seek the ACTC and the dollar value of refunds paid out to ITIN filers quadrupled from 2005 to 2010.

As much as $4.2 billion or 15 percent of the cash payments in 2010 went to parents filing their 1040 forms without Social Security numbers. Adding fuel to the fire, TIGTA said that “the payment of federal funds through this tax benefit appears to provide an additional incentive for aliens to enter, reside and work in the United States without authorization, which contradicts federal law and policy to remove such incentives.”

“Are you kidding me? A few hundred dollars in refundable credits is unlikely to have that outcome,” a senior Treasury official told POLITICO in response. But the White House has not jumped into the fight with the force that might have been expected, and Democrats are clearly fearful of being seen as condoning illegal immigration.

To bolster its case, Johnson’s office cites not just the EITC law but also Obama’s signature “Making Work Pay” tax credit in 2009, which also requires a Social Security number from at least one of the filers in the case of a joint return.

“Last year, illegal immigrants bilked $4.2 billion from U.S. taxpayers due to a loophole with the refundable child tax credit,” the congressman said in a floor speech following the Treasury’s IG report. “With the dire need to cut government spending, I hope this simple fix gets a serious look as a way to stamp out waste, fraud and abuse.”

Faced with her own tough race in Missouri, Democratic Sen. Claire McCaskill — a co-chairwoman of Obama’s 2008 campaign — quickly jumped on the report, too, in a September letter to the IRS. “While the total amount of payments to unauthorized workers is enormous, the trend lines are even more disturbing,” McCaskill wrote, and Senate Finance Committee Chairman Max Baucus (D-Mont.) joined with 11 Republicans on the panel in seeking more information from Treasury and the IRS.

It’s this political nerve Republicans have hit upon — and continue to hammer. But the economic threat is nonetheless huge for immigrant households and their children who are often U.S, citizens, having been born in this country with Social Security numbers of their own.

Hundreds of thousands could be pushed into poverty and the drain on the Latino community would easily be double what was first predicted in the House debate last month.

The Joint Tax Committee and Congressional Budget Office confirmed to POLITICO that their 10-year estimate in December was measured against a baseline that assumes both the Bush and Obama expansions of the child tax credit will expire after this year. That explains why the initial annual savings of $2.6 billion drop so precipitously, and the 10-year total is just shy of $9.4 billion.

These calculations are consistent with current law, because so much of the tax code since George W. Bush is written on a temporary basis. But the result is to wildly distort the debate, because it is almost certain a big part of the child tax credit will survive.

In anticipation of the talks now, CBO last week updated its score modestly last week, going from $9.4 billion to $10.3 billion. But the true 10-year impact is likely to be more than double that, or about $22 billion to $24 billion according to independent experts. This is confirmed by Johnson’s office, which said that the joint tax panel had earlier predicted that his bill could save $24 billion over 10 years if the Bush-Obama expansions were continued.

What’s often lost in these calculations is how much revenue the same immigrants already generate for Social Security. And the catch-22 is that low income workers without Social Security cards are being asked to do still more to help compensate a retirement system that already disqualifies them — because they lack the cards.

For example, the Treasury IG report features one table showing that in 2010, 2.18 million ITIN filers collected about $4 billion in child tax credit refunds. Asked by POLITICO, TIGTA said the same filers reported $46.3 billion in wages or an average of about $21,240 per household.

Counting their employer contributions as well, that would indicate the same workers generated more than $7 billion in payroll taxes for Medicare and Social Security in 2010. And this means that Washington still comes out ahead on balance.

“Without a doubt, you are going to find the population most affected is the Latino community,” Rep. Xavier Becerra (D-Cal.) told POLITICO. “These are folks who aren’t on welfare. These are folks who are working.”

“The child tax credit is premised on the notion that if you pay income taxes and you have kids, you qualify for a credit. The refund is included in this process because there are a lot of families who are working very hard for very little money.”

A member of the Democratic leadership, Becerra will have a seat at the table when House-Senate talks begin on the payroll tax bill. A broader coalition of labor and clergy groups joined with Hispanic organizations to protest the Republican plan in a letter to Baucus and Michigan Rep. Sander Levin, the ranking Democrat on the House Ways and Means Committee. And the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops has become more involved as well.

“This is a prime example of the inconsistency in our immigration policies,” said Bishop John Wester of Salt Lake City, Utah, in a statement to POLITICO. “On one hand, we are deporting undocumented families at a record rate, but on the other we want to accept the taxes they generate and deny them, and their U.S. citizen children, any benefit for their economic contributions. As a moral matter, we cannot have it both ways.”
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Editorial: City police shooting statistics and investigations are troubling 

By the Editorial Board | Posted: Friday, January 13, 2012 12:15 am
On Sunday, the Post-Dispatch reported that St. Louis police officers fire their weapons up to three times more frequently per violent crime than officers in many other big-city police departments.

Are St. Louis cops trigger-happy? Or are criminal suspects here up to three times more likely than those in other cities to present a threat that justifies the use of deadly force?

It's vital that the public has answers to those questions, but data are hard to come by. The department investigates itself. When the police Internal Affairs Division clears an officer, the findings are taken to the Board of Police Commissioners for a closed review. Oddly, when internal affairs recommends discipline, the police board only finds out if the officer appeals. Investigative reports into deadly force incidents are closed.

In short, if citizens want to know who their police employees are shooting at, how often and under what circumstances, they are told that it's none of their business.

Post-Dispatch reporter Jennifer Mann was able to dig out some answers: In the last five years, the department's internal affairs officers investigated 117 incidents of use of deadly force. In all but four of the incidents, the shootings were found to have been justified. One officer was fired. Three others were suspended for a day or two. A fifth case, with a recommendation for a written reprimand, is pending.

In five years, the Police Board has upheld the department's findings every time.

As insular as this process is, it's better — at least on paper — than it was before 2008. That year the department hired University of Missouri-St. Louis criminologist David Klinger to examine police shootings over the previous five years. He is a nationally recognized expert on the subject, a former Los Angeles cop who, in 1981, shot and killed a man who had attacked his partner with a knife.

Between 2003 and 2007, Mr. Klinger found that officers on the scene of shootings did their own investigations if the shots missed. Detectives were called in when someone was killed or wounded, but the investigations often were sloppy and incomplete. The department did little to prepare officers for deadly encounters, he found.

Police Chief Dan Isom — who was a captain in Internal Affairs during three of the years that Mr. Klinger studied — told Ms. Mann that the department has implemented Mr. Klinger's recommendations and things are better now. The chief said his officers show an "incredible amount of restraint."

No doubt that is true. Anyone who has not been in a situation in which he believed his life was at risk should be careful in criticizing those who have. But the statistics are troubling. The investigative protocol is even more troubling. Most troubling is that the department has been allowed to place a blue wall between itself and the taxpayers.

This is one reason why this editorial page long has supported returning control of the department from the state, where it's been since the Civil War, to city taxpayers, who pay its bills. With a few notable exceptions, Missouri's governors have appointed sycophants to the Police Board. The commission often becomes captive to the force it is supposed to govern.

Local control is closer than it has been in 151 years. This spring, signatures will be gathered on petitions to put the question before voters in November. The Police Officers Association and city officials have agreed on the ballot language. A key provision leaves matters of discipline with the city's three-member Civil Service Commission.

But on Monday, the Eastern Missouri Chapter of the American Civil Liberties Union filed a lawsuit challenging the ballot language.

"We've always been proponents of having St. Louis control its own police department," said a statement from Brenda Jones, the chapter's executive director. "But we shouldn't have to sacrifice open records, open government or independent civilian review of police to get it."

Sacrifice? The public doesn't have open records, open government or civilian review now. Under state control, it's not likely to get them.

The ballot language would not prevent the city from allowing the Civil Service Commission — whose members are appointed by the mayor — to create a board to review disciplinary matters, or delegate records review to such a body. The Civil Service Board would make the final determination, but at least a review board could be put in place.

The ACLU should rethink its lawsuit. And the police department should rethink its obligations to the citizens it protects and serves.

GUEST COMMENTARY: Proposed payday loan bills don't solve problem

By Mary Still

January 12, 2012 | 4:28 p.m. CST

This is a response to David Rosman's column: Two new Missouri Senate bills attempt to tackle payday loans.
The nature of payday loans is neither forgiving nor helpful to most Missouri consumers. Missouri's laws are some of the weakest in the country, allowing lenders to charge an average APR of 445 percent. As Mr. Rosman points out, several senators are now proposing legislation to change Missouri's payday lending laws.

Unfortunately, Mr. Rosman fails to understand that the Senate bills promising reform allow an APR of 300 percent — 10 times higher than the federal legislation adopted to protect military families from predatory lenders.

The federal legislation was supported by former U.S. Sen. Jim Talent and Congressman Sam Graves, both Republicans. In my opinion, the same protections given to military families should be given to hard working Missouri families.

Mr. Rosman is the rare consumer who was able to pay back his loan without going too far into debt. But, he is not who the industry targets. The target is the working poor, mostly young women, with children, who can't possibly pay the loan back without getting another loan. Because of the 300 percent APR still permitted under the current Senate proposals, this same spiraling debt trap will continue.

The CEO of Cash America, Dan Feehan, explains the predatory payday lending business best: "The theory in the [payday] business is you've got to get that customer in, work to turn him into a repetitive customer, long-term customer, because that's really where the profitability is." The most important factor in capturing these repetitive, long-term customers is the maintenance of unreasonably high interest rates that customers simply cannot meet.*

We are likely to see many new payday loan reform proposals in the legislative session this year — many of which will be written by the industry itself. The fact is the industry has hired leagues of well-paid lobbyists to take fast action this year due to the current initiative petition on the ballot. That petition, which caps the rate at 36 percent, has overwhelming support throughout the state, particularly among churches and the faith community. I say let the people vote. The public is demanding reform and we as legislators should not stand in their way.

State Rep. Mary Still is a Columbia Democrat.
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U.S. Civil War museums could be made relevant
Americans can be grateful that our Civil War of 1861-1865 is an anomaly in our experience. There are many years between us and the war, which took more than 600,000 lives. That is one reason why U.S. Civil War museums are losing relevance — and visitors, as the article "Civil War museums struggle amid changing views on war" (Jan. 9) explained. If Civil War museums took a wider view of the problem of civil war and conflict, these museums could become more relevant.

The world has taken more notice of internal conflicts, from the 1994 Rwandan genocide to the persistent conflict in Mexico, where more than 40,000 have died in six years of violence related to the drug trade. Today, internal violence is the norm in Syria, Pakistan, Colombia and Nigeria, among others.

We need to understand this ongoing global problem better than we do. Museums can help tell the human story, put faces to the numbers and help us mourn those who died. Museums can help us support the survivors, people who are now our neighbors, such as the 70,000 Bosnians in St. Louis because of civil war in Yugoslavia in the 1990s. Others, from war-torn countries such as Guatemala, Iraq and Somalia, would be new audiences for exhibits that take a wider view of civil conflict.

When I toured the Missouri History Museum's beautiful and impressive exhibit "The Civil War in Missouri," I learned that Missouri, as a border state, experienced its own little civil war, as the state's population was split over which side to support. But the exhibit doesn't show that the same horrors Missourians experienced 150 years ago — child soldiers, guerrilla terrorism, government abuse — still happen today.

Updating exhibits needn't be expensive: A simple chart comparing casualty counts would open the doors of thought. Conflict survivors could post a few sentences about their own experience for others to acknowledge.

Visitors easily would make the connections between the past and the present, the local and the global experiences of civil conflict and find that our own war experience is still relevant today.

Julie Blase • Elsah
Associate Professor of Political Science, Principia College
Growing up without limitations
Regarding "MLK Day observance" (Jan. 10): I was born in 1967. My kindergarten class had black kids and white kids. I have no memory of a Congress, Army, swimming pool, restaurant or office that didn't include women and people of every color. Jim Crow was just a name to me. A glass ceiling was just someone else's floor.

The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was killed before I turned 1. The frustration of multiplying 11s and 12s were my only concern when Saigon fell. To see a "Whites Only" sign, I first had to open a history book.

Sure I've seen bigotry. I've seen hatred. I'm saying that those problems don't persist. Yet, in my world, thanks to Dr. King and all those who came before me, things are measured by how far we've come, not by how far we have to go.

When I entered college to study finance (not education or nursing) my grandmother asked, "They let you do that?" They? They who? Confused, I replied, "Sure. Who's going to stop me?" When she began to cry, I was mystified. "You really are free," she replied.

Therefore, on Dr. King's birthday, Jan. 15, I pay tribute to those who sacrificed their lives so that I never would know the limitations of "they."

Madonna Laws-Lowell • Crestwood
Obama is best GOP president since Lincoln
Regarding Colleen Carroll Campbell's "Iowa's wild ride" (Jan. 5): It is said that President Barack Obama is the best Republican president since Abraham Lincoln. He deserves a second term.

He ended the war in Iraq. He is drawing down the war in Afghanistan. He avoided direct conflict in Libya. He eliminated Osama bin Laden. He signed the health care reform bill that Congress passed.

As a U.S. senator, he coauthored the 2005 highway funding law that led to the upgrading of U.S. Highway 40/Interstate 64 standards and the construction of the new Mississippi River bridge. He was a professor of constitutional law at the University of Chicago and the editor of the Harvard Law Review. He has authored books, including a collection of his 2008 campaign speeches.

He has the "experience, maturity and a track record of success" Ms. Campbell states she desires in a president.

Joseph J. Kuciejczyk Jr. • St. Louis
Demand pipeline
President Barack Obama's decision to delay the Canada-to-Texas Keystone XL oil pipeline is a major blunder. The Iranians are threatening to close the Strait of Hormuz, through which 20 percent of the world's oil supply passes. That threat may be responsible, in part, for the recent increase in the price of gasoline.

The pipeline could allow us a secure supply of oil from friendly Canada. If Mr. Obama continues to delay the pipeline, TransCanada, the company that wants to build the pipeline, has said it will direct the pipeline to Canada's west coast, with much of the oil going to China through the world market.

This Keystone pipeline would not require any U.S. government funding and could be a great economic benefit to the United States. Several thousand well-paying jobs would be created in America. The pipeline would carry 500,000 gallons of crude oil daily for refining in the United States. Up to a half-million jobs could benefit from this pipeline. Construction of the pipeline would put many unemployed construction workers to work.

This pipeline is supported by virtually all Republicans and many moderate Democrats and labor unions. We should demand that the Keystone XL pipeline be started now.

The Obama administration's delay in starting this pipeline is one of the many reasons Mr. Obama should not be reelected.

Edward F. Ragsdale • Alton
Living in denial
I'm bored to death by both parties offering weak, one-dimensional solutions for recharging our anemic economy and by their disingenuous sincerity.

Republicans are advocating tax cuts for small businesses to create much-needed jobs. Democrats are advocating higher taxes to let big government create the jobs. They both are wrong.

Those ideas would have worked just fine in another time, but not now, with this country running huge trade imbalances. Even slight changes in the interest rate used to get a positive reaction in the economy, but that's been so overplayed that it doesn't work anymore.

The parties are living in denial and refusing to comprehend why we lost many jobs. A good example is President Barack Obama's stimulus program. It gave China's economy most of the bang for the buck because China does most of our manufacturing these days.

You would think that the White House would understand the economic ripple effect, but the program became a nightmare, leaving us static on recovery. It was a light tonic instead of a full-fledged stimulus.

The president is offering this tired nation another round of unimaginable stimulus in his "jobs" bill. Common sense should have prevailed by now.

What force is required to change the direction of this flawed government, which is under the confines of Wall Street?

We have had fair warning with the Tea Party and the Occupy movement. The next movement will be an American Spring action if we don't end this charade-driven government that has let our economy remain hostage.

Dennis Dedic • Fenton
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‘Occupy’ opportunity

I have been watching the “Occupy” movement with great interest. This country was founded on freedom of expression, and they certainly have the right to do so.

My wife and I are probably in the group they seem to dislike. My message to them is that we both came from families of no wealth.

People in the 1 percent worked hard to provide the security and comforts they could afford. For almost 40 years I worked nights and weekends.

There were times when we both worked two to three jobs while raising a family. We moved the family three times, and I worked for some very non-stellar employers while trying to find the right fit. Thankfully we did. 

Even in today’s rotten economy, we still have an almost unlimited opportunity to be successful in whatever endeavor we wish to tackle.

In our lives we have met some truly wealthy people. Had we spent our time being jealous of them and protesting their wealth, we would have lost all focus of taking care of ourselves and our family, not to mention realizing the opportunities available (and still available ) in this great country of ours.

Roger Bendet

Lake Winnebago

Church response misguided

The Catholic Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph’s demand for client records of the Survivors Network of Those Abused by Priests is, indeed, a legal assault on the victim advocacy organization. But as devastating as these assaults are to an organization, attempts to drag protected rape victim records into court is an assault on the ability of all Missouri rape victims to access safe, confidential services. 

Missouri law requires that employees of rape crisis centers keep confidential all records and identifying information, and it clearly states that such employees cannot testify about clients and records.

When trusted adults sexually abuse children, the children are subjected to a cruel and inhumane type of powerlessness that holds many victims silent for long periods of time. When the perpetrator is not only trusted by the child but is also highly regarded by the community and protected by the church, the powerlessness and confusion felt by the child can remain for years. 

The assault on SNAP’s legally protected confidentiality is truly an assault on one of the most empowering protections survivors of sexual violence have. It is sinful the archdiocese seeks to crack it wide open, threatening to once again force survivors back into silent victims.

Ellen Reed

St. Louis

 

I want to commend Judy Thomas and the other Star staff for their unbiased and accurate coverage of the abuse of children within the Kansas City-St. Joseph Diocese. As a Catholic I am incensed that these matters were not handled appropriately in the 1970s. The coverup that still continues is abominable. 

I have hope that the judicial system will eventually carry out a just conclusion. I am angered and incensed that Bishop Robert Finn is still representing the diocese as if nothing happened and he is not accountable. In order to restore trust and to verify that he truly is about protecting the children, he must step down. 

My ancestors lived and practiced their faith every day. I am struggling with being able to continue my relationship with my church and I certainly do not want Robert Finn representing me or my church. 

Bishop Finn, please do the honorable and right thing and step down if for no other reason than to bring some peace to the diocese. We just want to be able to believe in our faith again.

Elizabeth Claus

Prairie Village

Moving on light rail

As the Kansas City Hall remains mired in the doldrums, Mayor Sly James and his crew pace the deck, unsure what to do. A court will rule soon on whether the city overstepped its authority in blocking a vote on a petition signed by 4,800 voters.

At stake is a grand initiative designed to put the wind back in our sails via a new public transportation system built around a light rail spine from Waldo to Kansas City International Airport. A dynamic and major cost saving possibility is to integrate the light rail spine’s terminus into the proposed single terminal for KCI.

Airline passengers boarding light rail could connect directly to, or in easy walking distance of, major destinations without ever having to step off the train to make a transfer. This would include Zona Rosa, North Kansas City, the River Market, Sprint Arena, the Power & Light District, Bartle Hall, the Kauffman Center for the Performing Arts, Union Station, Westport, the Plaza, the Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art, the University of Missouri-Kansas City, Brookside and Waldo.

This infrastructure improvement project will provide the people a more green, prosperous and transit-oriented city. Let the voters decide.

Clay Chastain

Bedford, Va.

Bain Capital benefits

The Jan. 10 front-page story, “Issue for Romney touches on KC closing,” barely gives one side to the story of Bain Capital and Mitt Romney’s leadership there. And even that side is quite limited.

In talking about Bain’s takeover of Kansas City-based GST Steel, and then the subsequent shutting down of the plant and 750 workers losing their jobs, the article cites one worker at the plant to talk about Bain’s specific management — one. Plus, the worker said nothing specific.

There are plenty of examples of how Bain’s investment created thousands of jobs. And if you look at one company, Staples, you’re talking tens of thousands of jobs worldwide, along with all the other industries they would support.

Bain Capital was the chief institutional investor for Staples, and Romney sat on Staples’ board for years. Staples is a $25 billion-a-year company today.

Bain Capital is a great American business success story, and Romney was the principal reason behind it. No business is perfect, and Bain Capital has been a huge net benefit for America.

Dyrk Dugan

Overland Park

End voodoo economics

I attended Kansas City Junior College in 1947-1949, and the total cost was $35 registration fee per semester, no tuition. Junior College had a well-deserved reputation for excellence, and I can assure you its economics professors did not teach the false theory of trickle-down, “voodoo” economics now so engrained in the majority of our state legislators.

Moving on to the University of Missouri, I was charged $37.50 per semester, no tuition, and that included student football tickets. MU and KU are land grant colleges, established by the states for the benefit of their future student citizens and not for control by plutocrats who got their lackeys elected to office with directions to cut taxes, break the governments and leave their bosses at the top with the money.

The need for those colleges to now charge multi-thousands of dollars tuition for a resident to attend is the direct result of larcenous economic theories applied by our state legislators and can only be cured when the voodoo practitioners are ousted.

Lloyd Hellman

Leawood

Tea party fantasies

In November, I hope that the voters show our neophyte conservative representatives (Kevin Yoder, Vicky Hartzler, Lynn Jenkins and others ) that the majority of the people do not want to be governed by extremists. The obstructionism being exhibited in Congress shows the lawmakers’ uncompromising allegiance to inflexible principles and economic/regulatory experiments that have run our economy into a ditch.

No amount of clicking heels or worshiping free-market fundamentalism will magically bring back the millions of jobs that have been exported — the same outsourcing that brought huge profits to many of the so-called “job creator” billionaires. 

And while the tea partiers scream about budget deficits, they refuse to consider minor tax increases for the same multimillionaires because of a pledge to a fuzzy little guy named Grover Norquist. Such loyalty to an un-elected individual is consistent with the tea party belief in a fantasy world.

Richard Voss

Overland Park

Helping needy animals

Being a lifelong resident of Kansas City, and especially growing up in a poor neighborhood, I need to show my support for the Chain of Hope KC animal rescue, which is in a dispute over permits with the city. 

Chain of Hope shows how the people of Kansas City help each other, and therefore we are proud to live here. Chain of Hope is an ally to the Animal Health and Public Safety Division, not an enemy or a competitor.

The organization helps discover and correct animal welfare violations. Chain of Hope works in earnest to follow all the laws.

It brings to mind a quotation often seen on the Internet: “If you have men who will exclude any of God’s creatures from the shelter of compassion and pity, you will have men who will deal likewise with their fellow men.” 

Cindy Prince

Kansas City

