[image: image1.png]‘H -0 122811.doc [Compatibility Mode] - Microsoft Word - = dows Internet Explorer
Home | Inset  Pagelayout  References  Maiings  Review  View  Adddns  Acrobat © Qv [l s mosoutcomoorciaenes] B)(4)[x] [ socoe [2]-

- B Pna- 5 o oo o
e aasscoc AQB aaBbc asmpce A P Eo B Vo R

acopy e Replace X Contrinse ek -
Paste lo Spaci. leading leading leading Change
R ] ToSpaci. Hesdng | Headng2 | Heading3 - Change | TR

Clipboard. 0 Stytes 5| Editing

Tools Help

stto Blag

o raventes | 5 () Here ComestheBun + $fiGoogke  Susgested tes - 2] Get More Add-ons < £ offcelfofim

B R sy ke @ 7

(@ cnal - Inbox (17) - ernfer.... | @ 0xfordinSente 57 [ M. X |

5 |28~ | @wssoui state Sencte

That doesn't mean, however, that Humphreys still considers himself a Kinder supporter, even now that Kinderhas
abandoned his hopes of moving to the governor's mansion and is now running for a third term as lieutenant
‘govemor instead.

Last week, Humphreys donated $250,000 to State Sen. Brad Lager — the Northwest Missouri Republican who is
competing with Kinder for the GOP's nomination for lieutenant govemor.
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Also on Thursday, Lager received another $100.000 from Jeanne Patterson, who ran for Congress in 2004. Her

‘husband is Neal Patterson,  health care exccutive in Kansas City. .
?
Lagerstill has along way to go to catch up financially with Kinder, who reports $1.5 million in the bank. About MOScout Oxford in Senate 57
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EDUCATION YEAR IN REVIEW Teachers question new ‘Facebook law’ 

Christian County Headliner News - By: Emily Letterman 
Posted: Wednesday, December 28, 2011 12:00 am 

CHRISTIAN COUNTY—Gov. Jay Nixon and the Missouri State Legislature unfriended Missouri teachers with the passage of Senate Bill 54 in August.

Known as the “Amy Hestir Student Protection Act,” the law—which was set to go into effect Aug. 28—is meant to protect students, but some said section 162.069 was ambiguous about the use of social media for educators, namely when it came to student teacher communication on the social media site Facebook.

“The law is unclear and I feel like it calls the morality of teachers into question,” said Spokane teacher Cassandra Bray. “Teachers are entrusted to be with students each day and we follow a morality clause—this law basically says we can’t be trusted to follow that.”

On Aug. 26, Cole County Circuit Court issued a preliminary injunction following a first amendment suit from the Missouri State Teachers Association. The judge said the law clearly prohibits communication between family members and their teacher parents using these types of sites and found that the statute would have a chilling effect on speech.

Original sponsor of the legislation, Jane Cunningham, R-Chesterfield, welcomed changes to her bill—which was originally drafted to crack down on sex offenders in schools—and Missouri State senators unanimously passed a revised version with a 33-0 vote Sept. 12.

Senate Bill 1, formally SB 54, repealed the law that barred teachers from using websites which give “exclusive access” to students and extend the previous deadline of Jan. 1, 2012, to March 1, 2012, for a district to establish a communications policy.

The bill passed unanimously through the House Education Committee Sept. 19.

New-year legislative proposal would do away with state income tax

KBIA - By Janet Saidi 
8:48 am Tue December 27, 2011
Among the many ideas being floated in Jefferson City for next year is a proposal to do away with the state’s income tax.  State Senator Chuck Purgason is sponsoring the legislation. 

By: Maria Altman/St. Louis Public Radio

State Senator Chuck Purgason wants to see Missouri get rid of its income tax and rely solely on sales and use taxes. The Republican from Caulfied says that would lure more businesses to the state and be a more fair way of taxing residents.

But Missouri Budget Project executive director Amy Blouin says the proposal would sharply increase the sales tax hitting low and middle income residents : “The state sales tax rate would be 7%, the state and local would be 10% and that could be applied to everything from food and groceries to auto repairs to house repairs and even health care services.”

Purgason counters that the wealthy buy more and would pay more: “I never have understood a system that the harder you work, the more you earn, the more you get taxed. That’s almost a disincentive to go out and try to grow a company and be productive.”

The legislative session begins January 4th.

Process should be public

Amendment to keep redistricting meetings open merits support.

Springfield News-Leader
11:00 PM, Dec. 27, 2011

The public's business should always be done in public view in the sunshine.

That includes establishing the boundaries for new legislative districts.

There is nothing so confidential about determining where to place the lines around a voting district that the panel drawing those lines should meet behind closed doors to do the job.

Yet that is what a judicial panel -- the Appellate Apportionment Commission -- did when it determined the boundaries for the maps of the 34 state Senate districts and the 163 House districts. In fact, the six judges took only one day of public testimony before shutting the doors and curtains to make their decisions.

These are important decisions that could easily determine who gets elected depending on how the districts are divided. Their decisions could split up voters who share a particular political viewpoint, or leave a representative or senator out of the very district they have been serving.

We share State Sen. Jason Crowell's opinion when he said, "Judges should not be able to hide from citizens when making such important decisions."

Crowell (R-Cape Girardeau) has proposed a constitutional amendment that would require any commission responsible for redistricting to comply with Missouri's public meetings and records law, commonly known as the Sunshine Law.

Redistricting can be a political boon or bust, depending on which party is able to call the shots when the decennial job is done. Every junior high student knows what kind of political shenanigans can result from that -- think gerrymandering.

A legal advisor for the judicial panel said the Missouri Constitution allows them to meet in secret while considering how to divide up the state.

That may be true, but the intent of the Sunshine Law is to do the people's business in the open, and this is a perfect example of the kind of important state business that needs as much sunshine as possible.

We encourage the legislature to take Crowell's proposal seriously and give the people of Missouri the opportunity to vote on the amendment.

As new session nears, legislators hope to resolve last session's unfinished business 


By Jason Rosenbaum, special to the Beacon    
Posted 7:55 am Wed., 12.28.11 

After Missouri's General Assembly failed to accomplish many of its goals this year in regular and special session, lawmakers are looking to next year to complete unfinished business -- and tackle complex issues. The session starts Jan. 4.

The General Assembly's 2011 session was characterized by big debates yielding little substantive action. For example, a wide-ranging economic development bill with incentives to attract international trade to Lambert-St. Louis International Airport foundered in both the regular and special sessions. Other bills less expansive in scope also fell by the wayside.

So it's not surprising lawmakers' priorities include some familiar items: workers compensation regulations and discrimination laws, and less controversial economic development initiatives. Even in an election year when sweeping legislative action tends to be rare, lawmakers are taking aim at thornier issues, including education policy and funding and regulation of the so-called "payday loan" industry.

Lawmakers also are eyeing structural changes to state government, restrictions on legislative perks and caps on campaign donations. (Those efforts will be covered in part two.)

Additionally, Republican legislative leaders are angling for a more collegial relationship between the two GOP-controlled chambers, which seem constantly at odds with each other. And some lawmakers foresee a greater emphasis on quicker action to avoid this year's pitfalls.

"There's a definite consensus that we need to be very productive, particularly in the first two to three months of session," said state Sen. John Lamping (right), R-Ladue. "So we all know what types of things are going to be contentious and bog us down. We as a caucus have  to show that we can be productive and be productive early and consistently the first two or three months. If we get to April 1 and we've done very little, we're in trouble."

EYE ON WORKERS COMPENSATION

Senate President Pro Tem Rob Mayer, R-Dexter, said the Senate plans to move quickly on several bills debated in 2011:

Restricting damages on workplace discrimination claims. That bill passed both chambers but was vetoed by Gov. Jay Nixon.

Changing the state's Second Injury Fund, which compensates an employee with a pre-existing ailment when injured on the job.

Moving certain workers compensation claims away from civil courts. State Sen. Jack Goodman's bill this year specifically dealt with claims involving injuries caused by other workers. That measure failed to pass last year.

"Hopefully, we sit down with the governor and see what he's willing to sign and see if that's acceptable to both legislative chambers," said Mayer (right), referring to workers compensation and workplace discrimination. "I believe we can do that early on in the session."

He also said it was possible both chambers could agree on less controversial elements of the economic development bill, such as incentives for data centers and sporting events.

House Speaker Steve Tilley (left), R-Perryville, said that the House would also deal with workers compensation and workplace discrimination.

Tilley also suggests a decreased emphasis on sweeping economic development bills, preferring to pass each component individually.

"I like things to live or die on their own merit," said Tilley. "If data centers are a good idea, it should live or die on its own merit. If amateur sporting events are a good idea, it should live or die on its own merit."

House Minority Leader Mike Talboy (right), D-Kansas City, said while the legislature should look at ideas that have already been vetted, the two chambers should also be receptive to new ideas.

"We need to take a much broader approach," Talboy said. "Because let's face it, we're (at a point) in the economic crisis that this budget shortfall (means) there isn't a whole lot of money to do a whole lot of things. So we need to concentrate the money that we have on doing very good, meaningful, thoughtful things."

'TURNER' DECISION in the spotlight

A number of lawmakers interviewed by the Beacon say they will take a look at legislation to deal with last year's Turner vs. Clayton decision.

That decision upheld a law allowing students in an unaccredited Missouri school district -- currently St. Louis and Riverview Gardens, with Kansas City on the horizon -- to transfer to accredited districts in adjacent areas. As the Beacon reported earlier this month, the decision could prompt thousands of students in St. Louis to transfer to nearby districts.

After legislative "fixes" to the decision faltered this year, lawmakers say they will tackle the issue again. There's friction between lawmakers who want to provide districts discretion over how many students to accept and others who favor a comprehensive solution that includes scholarships.

State Rep. Scott Dieckhaus (right) -- a Washington Republican who chairs the House Education Committee -- said any bill had to go further than allowing districts to limit the influx of students.

"We still have a large gap between the number of kids looking for alternatives and the number of seats available in the county," Dieckhaus said. "We are going to have to look at a multi-faceted solution. ... When you look at this issue, you need to look at it as an education, an economic development [and] a population stabilization issue. We need to look at this from a lot of different areas that we traditionally haven't looked at this issue through those prisms before."

Tilley added he hoped the legislature would pass a "large education bill," including an expansion of charter schools and tuition tax credits so that children in unaccredited districts can go to other schools.

But Talboy said it may be for the best for lawmakers to avoid attaching controversial elements -- such as tuition tax credits -- onto any education bill. Many Democrats oppose tuition tax credits, arguing that they siphon money away from public schools.

"If you try to overreach and do too many controversial things in one bill, you run the very real risk of getting nothing done," Talboy said. "And having the problem then linger and having (the kids hurt), I think that a responsible approach needs to be taken."

State Sen. Eric Schmitt (right), R-Glendale, said there's "obviously a concern that there won't be control over the number of slots."

"In my neck of the woods, all the school funding is about 93 percent local," said Schmitt, whose district includes the Webster Groves and Kirkwood school districts. "Local taxpayers are funding education to a great degree, and there are obviously property tax issues that go along with that. And not to have any control over the number of students in your districts or particular schools or particular classrooms is something that seems reasonable to fix."

Schmitt, though, says he's not sure how the issue will play out. But he said, "Clearly, the clock is ticking."

'PAYDAY LOANS' GET A LOOK

A looming ballot initiative may prompt lawmakers to pass legislation on "payday loans," which involve small loans to individuals with poor credit.

This year, two area lawmakers -- state Sens. Joe Keaveny (right), D-St. Louis, and Lamping -- have legislation on the issue. Both would bar individuals from taking out another loan if they have one outstanding or within a day of a borrower paying off a loan. They would also provide a borrower with 90 days to repay the loan and require payment every 15 days. And it would allow a borrower to renew a loan only once.

Lamping said his bill will be a "start" for what he sees as a long-and-winding process to come up with a final bill.

"If we actually pass something this year, it will start with what I filed and go from there," he said.

Advocates for stricter regulation have long focused on capping interest rates. State Rep. Mary Still (right), D-Columbia, has proposed a 36 percent limit, which is also the interest rate in an initiative petition being circulated.

Still said the prospect of a ballot item could prompt legislative action.

"Everybody's going to be taking a second look at this," Still said. "The predatory lenders understand that if this gets on the ballot, then it will win. It won in Montana with 70 percent of the vote. It won in Ohio with more than 60 percent of the vote. It's a bipartisan issue. And if it gets on the ballot, it will win. So, they're going to be anxious to put out something that makes it appear that there will be reform."

But Lamping said focusing on capping interest may have unintended consequences.

"I know that the ballot initiative calls for a 36 percent cap," said Lamping. "Well, why that number? What's that mean for a one-day loan or a one-week loan? The people that are proposing the ballot initiative -- and this is no great secret -- (want) to get rid of the industry. They know that a 36 interest rate cap will get rid of the payday loan industry."

Still said was the 36 percent figure was used in former Sen. Jim Talent's legislation dealing with payday lending for the military. She also said the FDIC also recommended such an interest rate.

But Lamping added the ballot effort is not "an honest solution that allows the payday loan industry to exist." He said such a strict cap on interest rates would drive the companies out of the state and would hurt people with less-than-stellar credit.

"The question I have for people who are anti-payday loan -- and I'm not pro-payday loan -- is where are people going to borrow the money?" Lamping said. "Because somebody who needs to borrow $200 for 10 days, they need to borrow $200 for 10 days. If the demand for capital doesn't go away, where do they get it? The answer is, 'Well, they'll go to their family.' Well, they're already going to their family, that's why they end up at the payday loan office. They go to family first, not second.

"My answer is they'd probably go to the street," Lamping added. "Or they have checks bounce and they have rent and utility bills shut off."

Still disagreed, saying that people could use credit unions for small loans.

"There are too many (payday) lenders on every corner," Still said. "People just get the impression that it's easy money. People need really, really to evaluate whether they are in the position to pay back a loan. And they can go to a credit union. It will take a little effort, they're not on every corner. But options are available for people that do not put them in this debt trap that they can never get out of."

Lamping's bill would require the Department of Insurance to develop a statewide database to track the loans. Keaveny's bill doesn't include that provision, mainly because he said that he doubts it can get through the Senate.

Without some sort of tracking system, Still said it would be difficult -- if not impossible -- to know whether people are complying with the new regulations.

Dysfunctional Congress is becoming a political issue 


By Robert Koenig, Beacon Washington correspondent    
Posted 7:57 am Tue., 12.27.11 

WASHINGTON - The House blames the Senate, and vice versa. Republicans blame liberal Democrats, who point fingers at GOP "extremists." The White House blames a "dysfunctional Congress" — a label that resonates with many on Capitol Hill.

And very little is getting accomplished in the 112th Congress.

Joint session of Congress in 2009.

It's no wonder that surveys find record low approval ratings for this Congress: according to one poll, lower than public approval for the BP oil spill, polygamy and pornography. Nearing its halfway point, the 112th Congress has been the least popular Congress in the era of public-opinion surveys.

While last week's standoff over extending the payroll tax cut was finally settled Friday with a short-term deal, analysts say the dysfunction in this Congress has been building all year. Many lawmakers agree.

"The Congress is almost totally dysfunctional right now," Sen. Roy Blunt, R-Mo., told CNN last week. "All we've done this year, my first year in the Senate, and I'm in the minority in the Senate, is barely keep the doors open."

That's a bit of an exaggeration, but Blunt — a former member of the House leadership who was recently elected to the Senate's fifth-highest GOP leadership post — has been a persistent critic of the Senate.

Last January, Blunt said he remarked to a more senior senator, "Boy, it really seems slow over here to me." His colleague responded: "It's slow until we get to 'glacially slow.'"

Sen. Claire McCaskill, D-Mo.: The place can drive you crazy.

Blunt is frustrated partly because he is in the Senate minority, but some Democrats also complain. At a news conference this month to discuss a bipartisan bill, Sen. Claire McCaskill, D-Mo., said that she and Sen. Susan Collins, R-Maine, often mutter the same phrase when they pass each other in the hall: "This place is driving me crazy."

On the House side of the Capitol, many Democrats complain that the majority Republican leadership has been forced to take uncompromising positions by tea party-backed freshmen and other conservatives.

"Folks in Missouri are very frustrated with this process. They expect us to work together and create jobs -- and do so for the good of the country," said Russ Carnahan, a St. Louis Democrat who is often frustrated by conservatives unwilling to compromise. "I think it's high time that people started looking at what's best for the country here."

But Rep. Todd Akin, R-Wildwood, and many other GOP House members complain that, despite their success in getting conservative bills passed in the House, they too often stall in the Senate. But when the Senate acts, there can also be conflicts. Last week, Akin accused House and Senate GOP leaders of "political expediency" in agreeing to a two-month extension of the payroll tax cut, rather than the House-passed one-year extension.﻿
And freshman Rep. Billy Long, R-Springfield, an Ozarks auctioneer who was elected with tea party support, says he was startled by how many lawmakers are obsessed with one main goal: getting re-elected.

"I'm fed up (because) nobody wants to do anything up here except get re-elected," Long told the Springfield News-Leader. "That's all they care about."

Public dismay with Capitol Hill antics

Last summer, the frustrating inability of congressional factions to reach agreement on how to reduce the budget deficit badly damaged U.S. economic credibility around the world.

After a weak deal was finally cut in August — offering a blueprint for some cuts but punting the tough decision to a dozen-member congressional "super committee" — some hope glimmered that Congress was getting serious about the deficit.

Speaker of the House John Boehner, R-Ohio (above) and former speaker, Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., have both been magnets for opposition and accused of trading in stocks and options with knowledge of inside information.

But shortly before its Thanksgiving deadline, the super committee gave up, unable to resolve the nagging disputes over taxes and entitlements that have long split Republicans and Democrats.

That high-profile failure was only one factor contributing to the plummeting public regard of Congress. This fall, a scathing report on "60 Minutes" alleged that several lawmakers — including Boehner and House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif. — had been trading in stocks and options with knowledge of inside information.

Trying to patch over that problem, the House Financial Services Committee's chairman, Rep. Spencer Bachus, R-Ala., sponsored a bill called the "STOCK Act," which aimed to stop such insider trading. And, of course, Bachus was one of the lawmakers whose questionable stock trades were exposed in the "60 Minutes" report.

With Capitol Hill awash in such negative media reports, Congress is ending the year with a dismal approval rating, measured by Gallup at about 11 percent. That's the lowest congressional rating in the 30 years that Gallup has been asking Americans to rate them. The yearly average for 2011 is a 17 percent approval rating -- the lowest annual congressional approval rating in Gallup history.

The Gallup survey is hardly a fluke. On Dec. 1, the latest Rasmussen Reports national telephone survey found that a mere 6 percent of likely U.S. voters rate the job Congress is doing as good or excellent. A whopping 68 percent rated Congress' job performance as poor. The rating for Congress matched the lowest levels ever recorded in Rasmussen surveys, and a solid plurality of those questioned said they believed that most members of Congress are corrupt.

Public regard of Congress has seldom been particularly good, but the current contempt is unusually bad. For example, then Democrats controlled both the House and Senate from January 2007 through December 2010, the opinion of Congress was poor, but not as low as it is now. During that period, the "good" or "excellent" ratings of Congress ranged from about 9 percent to 27 percent — falling most of the time in the low teens.

Policy divides, procedural roadblocks

In some ways, the paralysis in Congress is a reflection of the deep divide that separates the nation's two main political parties and their congressional leaders.

Professor Steven Smith has not been surprised by congressional failures.

Washington University professor Steven Smith, who delivered a series of lectures this fall on "The Dysfunctional Senate," said the super committee's lack of progress "was not so much the failure of the 12 members of the committee as it is of their leaders and parent parties."

Smith told the Beacon's Jo Mannies that the underlying reason for the failure is that "last summer, those party leaders failed to find a combination of policies that can satisfy most House Republicans and Senate Democrats — and that has not changed."

Another roadblock to action is the Senate filibuster, which allows a minority of 41 senators to block measures supported by a majority. A year ago, there were discussions about limiting filibusters by changing Senate rules. But it didn't happen — frustrating many Democrats who can get a majority of votes on bills, but not the 60 votes needed to stop a threatened filibuster.

"There comes a time — and we have reached it — when we need to have the political will in a bipartisan fashion to deal with our country's problems," said Sen. Dick Durbin, D-Ill., the second-ranking Senate Democrat. "Whether it's a tax cut, extending the government's life into the next fiscal year, or dealing with our long-term deficit. It takes political will, maybe even political courage."

But such courage has been lacking on both sides of the aisle, many analysts say. Bob Schieffer, who has reported on Congress over four decades and who anchors CBS's Face the Nation, wrote recently that this Congress is "totally dysfunctional."

"I think we'll see a wholesale turnover in the Congress," Schieffer wrote. "I think we'll see more incumbents turned out of office, both Republicans and Democrats, than in any time since I've been in Washington — and that's been a long time."

Among the many lawmakers who will be swimming against the anti-incumbent current in 2012 is McCaskill, who has faced a barrage of GOP criticism for backing key parts of President Barack Obama's legislative agenda.

But McCaskill, who has spent much of this year focusing on nonpartisan, good-government issues and jointly sponsoring bills with Senate Republicans, tells reporters that she is less worried about her links to Obama than about Missourians' low public opinion of Congress and their anti-incumbent attitude.

"I think I've got a much bigger problem being part of a dysfunctional body than (being associated with) the president, who has worked very hard in a difficult environment," she said earlier this month.

Divided control of House, Senate

Part of the problem, of course, is that Democrats control the Senate while Republicans have a solid majority in the House. That split is deeper because there are enough Republicans in the Senate to block any bill by means of the filibuster threat.

That tension is heightened by the fact that the influential bloc of GOP House freshman — many of them aligned with the tea party and unwilling to compromise on spending and tax issues — has forced Speaker John Boehner, R-Ohio, to become more combative and less willing to compromise.

"It's like an alternate universe over there," one Senate staffer said this month. "There's lots of hearings and votes — but the House bills die over here."

Sen. Roy Blunt, D-Mo.: Congress would do more if one party controlled both houses.

Blunt, for one, thinks that Congress would be able to do more if voters give Republicans a Senate majority, and retain the House control, as a result of next fall's elections.

"I think people want to get something done in Washington," Blunt told journalists this month. "If we can't get it done next year, they certainly want to be able to get it done" after the 2012 election. "This dysfunctional Senate is an embarrassment to the country and to the Constitution."

Blunt, who held leadership positions in the House when the GOP was both in the majority and in the minority, said that being in the majority should change the approach. "From Day One, you've got to be thinking about: How do we get a bill that passes both the House and Senate?" he said. "How do we get a bill that the most moderate Republican senator would vote for, if you only have 51 senators and 218 House members?"

In fact, Blunt believes that one of the "important factors" that helped him garner enough GOP support for a Senate leadership post this month was his "ability to work with the House, to understand the rules of the House, and the relationships with the leaders and the leadership staff in the House that are unique to me" because of his previous leadership experience in the House.

Has the tea party blocked progress?

But things have changed since Blunt left the House last year. In the same election that catapulted him into the Senate, the tea party helped boost a record number of House GOP freshmen into the mix and also exerted influence in some Senate races.

In fact, the conservative but pragmatic Blunt was opposed by the tea party faction of the GOP when he ran for a leadership post this month.

Members of Congress supported by the tea party have by-and-large declined to compromise.

While Blunt sought to play down the party division, some tea party activists were upset that the GOP senators went with an establishment lawmaker rather than their favored candidate, Sen. Rob Johnson, R-Wis., a businessman with strong tea party backing who was elected to the Senate last year with no previous legislative experience.

After the closed-door vote, Johnson told journalists that he was "disappointed with the result. I think it would have been very helpful to have that kind of independent voice" in the Senate GOP leadership. Some tea party groups went further, leading to a headline in a Capitol Hill newspaper: "Tea party angered by Blunt's win."

The GOP's tea party wing has a much stronger voice in the House, where the freshman GOP bloc — including Long, Rep. Vicky Hartzler, R-Harrisonville, Mo., and Rep. Bobby Schilling, R-East Moline, Ill. — has influenced Republican leaders to the point at which Boehner has at times been at his wit's end.

That internal division in the House GOP was clear during last week's payroll tax debacle, when Boehner initially went along with fiscal conservatives who rejected the Senate's compromise extension. But, facing tremendous political pressure from across the country, Boehner reversed his position Thursday, capitulating to the Senate position.

That "cave in" angered many GOP conservatives, including Akin, who said he was "disappointed that our Republican leadership in both the House and Senate chose a course of political expediency rather than standing on conservative principle."

Obama and Democrats praised them, but Boehner and Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., faced withering criticism from tea party ranks. Some of the online headlines after Boehner's reversal highlighted the rift in GOP ranks:

"GOP caves to Obama on payroll tax," said Politico. The Washington Post ("Payroll tax deal represents GOP capitulation") was similar to the Los Angeles Times and Chicago Tribune headline, "House GOP leaders yield on payroll tax." The Reuters news service went with, "Boehner surrenders in tax showdown," while the Huffington Post rubbed it in, with the headline: "UNCLE ... House GOP Caves on Payroll Taxes."

Coming to Boehner's defense was Rep. Jo Ann Emerson, R-Cape Girardeau, who, along with Blunt, is the most pragmatic of Missouri's GOP members of Congress. She argued that "the personal finance of working American families is no place to play politics."

Rep. Billy Long, R-Springfield: GOP freshmen have changed the conversation.

But Long said he was "disappointed" with Boehner's decision, saying: "I knew it would be settled one way or the other. I just wish it had been the other."

Carnahan said the public perception of Congress — already at "historically low" levels — took a beating over the difficulty in reaching a deal on the payroll tax issue. "This further damages what people already think about Congress," Carnahan said, adding that "political gamesmanship makes absolutely no sense" on such a simple issue.

House Democratic Whip Steny H. Hoyer, D-Md., blamed the "extreme, tea party faction of the House Republican conference" for the payroll impasse. "This action again emphasizes the extreme views and rigidity of the House Republicans even though 80 percent of the Republican members of the U.S. Senate supported this compromise."

Hoyer blasted "Republican conduct that puts a continued commitment to confrontation above all else. Americans want reasonableness and common sense, and they are not getting it from this dysfunctional Republican-led House."

For his part, Long asserts that House GOP freshmen, by maintaining a united front, have helped shift the congressional debate on spending and the deficit. "We completely changed the conversation," he told the Springfield newspaper. "The question is: Where do we go from there?"

Even though Boehner has tried hard to accommodate conservatives, some analysts think his leadership might come under strains as a result of the payroll debate. During the payroll dispute, Democrats sought to drive a wedge into the split between the GOP factions, a prelude to their likely approach during the 2012 election campaign: to try to cast Republicans as out of touch with average Americans, unwilling to budge from rigid conservative stands to help solve major problems.

"I think the tea party-engendered dysfunction has the potential to really get the electorate's attention," economist Jared Bernstein of the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities told the Associated Press.

Is the House GOP's take-no-prisoners approach to legislating appears affecting the party's reputation? A survey by the Pew Research Center found half of Americans describing this Congress as less effective than most. It also found that, by a margin of almost 2-to-1, more Americans "blame Republican leaders than Democratic leaders" for the lack of effectiveness.

The Pew poll found that, "by wide margins, the GOP is seen as the party that is more extreme in its positions, less willing to work with the other side to get things done, and less honest and ethical in the way it governs. And for the first time in over two years, the Democratic Party has gained the edge as the party better able to manage the federal government."

Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid, D-Nev., who has often clashed with the House tea party faction, tried to send a conciliatory message Friday — after the House agreed to the Senate's temporary position on the payroll tax extension.

"I hope this Congress has had a very good learning experience — especially those who are newer to this body. Everything we do around here does not have to wind up in a fight," Reid told reporters.

"I would hope, especially, I repeat, the new members of the House will understand that that legislation is the art of compromise, consensus building, not trying to push your way through on issues [for which] you don't have the support of the American people."

Absentee voting begins in Missouri presidential primary

The Kansas City Star - By DAVE HELLING 
Updated: 2011-12-28T07:31:05Z 

In Iowa, Democrats bet Obama-bashing will backfire on GOP Absentee voting begins in Missouri presidential primary Crackdown looms for illegal slots, poker machines Firefighters union boss Louie Wright leaves with no regrets Southwest Kansas election is first test of new voter ID law Yoder says Democrats, Republicans talk past each other Red Missouri may lose advertising green in presidential race Former A.G. Phill Kline files response in ethics case, quotes Bible Gingrich ethics case from 15 years ago leaves scar Paul finds strong support among Iowa college students Steve Kraske | Handing out honors for 2011 District warns it may end contract for African-centered program Mayor Sly James ready to push his plan for control of KC schools Obama to Boehner: Two-month tax cut only option A century later, WWI soldier considered for nation’s highest honor Critics build a case for restricting airline bag fees Changes suggested for Missouri’s probation and parole system Secrecy protects doctors with long histories of problems Kansas SRS director Rob Siedlecki steps down Kansas governor’s aide hints that plan would affect sales tax Hey, Missouri — don’t let Iowa claim all the presidential fun.

You can have some voice in the presidential nominating process before the Hawkeye state’s famous caucuses Jan. 3.

In-person absentee voting in the Missouri’s presidential preference primary actually started Tuesday. In the Jackson County part of Kansas City, voters can cast absentee ballots at the election board offices in Union Station, and other election authorities must accept absentee votes at their headquarters.

The primary is Feb. 7.

As in other elections, you must have a reason for voting absentee in Missouri. Excuses include a planned absence on Election Day, a physical disability or illness, or a religious belief that interferes with casting a ballot on the day itself. Absentee ballots can be cast until Feb. 6, and can be obtained by mail from the local election authority.

While it may provide you some satisfaction to beat Iowa to the voting booth, keep in mind that Missouri’s primary won’t have any official bearing on who gets nominated for president.

“It’s a straw poll,” said Shawn Kieffer, the GOP director of the Kansas City Election Board. Actual party convention delegates will be picked later in 2012, although some Republicans hope the primary results will indirectly influence delegate selection.

It’s an expensive straw poll at that. Kieffer said his board will spend between $350,000 and $400,000 on the election, paid for by the state of Missouri. By some estimates Missouri taxpayers will shell out between $4 million and $8 million for the non-binding “beauty contest.”

In a release last year Missouri Secretary of State Robin Carnahan, a Democrat, defended the primary, although she criticized the state’s Republicans for de-linking primary results from delegate selection.

“Anyone arguing an election ‘isn’t worth the cost,’ need only turn on the news to see the price those who have been oppressed, voiceless and powerless for too long are willing to pay for the right to vote,” Carnahan wrote. 

Four Democrats, including President Barack Obama, are on the Democratic primary ballot. The GOP ballot contains 10 candidates — although contender Newt Gingrich missed the filing deadline and isn’t among them.

Voters can also cast an “uncommitted” preference. The Libertarian Party has one candidate on its primary ballot and the Constitution Party has none.
Missouri Republican Party sticks with its plan to ignore Feb. 7 primary 


By Jo Mannies, Beacon political reporter    
Posted 4:04 pm Tue., 12.27.11 

Despite all the Republican presidential jockeying in Iowa and elsewhere, the Missouri Republican Party says it's sticking with its decision to ignore the results of the state's still-scheduled Feb. 7 presidential primary.

State GOP executive director Lloyd Smith recalled in a statement why the party's executive panel decided last September to revert back to a caucus system for awarding the state's Republican delegates to the various presidential hopefuls. That process will begin in March.

"To ensure that Missouri is in compliance with RNC rules, last fall, the Missouri Republican Party made the decision to move to a caucus system for the purpose of selecting delegates," said Smith (left). "These rules remain in effect, and our priority continues to be maintaining Missouri’s full delegate strength at the national convention."

The state GOP made that decision to comply with the mandate of both major parties that states act by early October to comply with the parties' rules that allow only four states -- Iowa, New Hampshire, Nevada and South Carolina -- to hold primaries before March 1. Penalties were to be imposed on violators.

The Missouri General Assembly tried and failed twice to move the state's Feb. 7 primary to March. But in the meantime, several other states have ignored the parties' requirements and also are holding February primaries -- the main reason Iowa and New Hampshire moved up their events to early January.

The national parties appear to backing off from any penalties. But so far, the Missouri GOP is sticking with its plan.

On the surface, reverting to the state's old caucus setup could help former Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney, (left) since he has the largest bloc of support from Missouri's top Republicans.

But a caucus victory often goes to the best-organized -- which could help GOP renegade Ron Paul (right) whose supporters overwhelmed several Missouri caucus sites in 2008. Their success was blunted because the state Republican Party used the primary results to award the delegates, and Paul didn't fare well in the statewide vote.

But if the statewide vote isn't supposed to count, a well-organized crowd of caucus-goers for Paul or another of Romney's rivals could presumably wreck havoc on the pro-Romney forces' plans to snag most of the delegates.

Just ask Bob Dole's allies in 1996, many of whom fell victim to the political ambush mounted by then-GOP challenger Pat Buchanan. That 1996 episode is what prompted the Missouri Republican Party to revert to a statewide primary in 2000. (Click here for the Beacon's earlier look at the caucus-to-primary shift.)

Smith played down any concerns. Asked about the potential problem with Paul, he said, "All Republicans are welcome to participate in their local GOP caucuses. We encourage every Missouri Republican, regardless of whom they support, to make their voice heard in our state’s nominating process."

The Missouri Democratic Party hasn't said much, implying that it does plan to count the results of the Feb. 7 primary. President Barack Obama (left) is the presumed favorite among the four candidates who had filed by the state's Nov. 22 deadline. The only other well-known contender among the president's Democratic rivals is anti-abortion activist Randall Terry.

Meanwhile, despite the state GOP's decision, 10 Republican hopefuls have filed as Feb. 7 presidential primary candidates -- presumably hedging their bets, in case the party and its leaders change their minds.

If that happens, the odd man out could be Republican Newt Gingrich (right), the one major Republican contender who failed to file in Missouri. But he has maintained that he opted out of Missouri's primary on purpose, because he's taking the state party at its word. 

Presumably, Gingrich -- who for now has no major Missouri backers -- still plans to play in the state's caucuses.

Gingrich's campaign is involved in battles in other states -- notably Ohio and his current home state of Virginia --  where he also has missed the filing deadline.  Depending on how those battles play out, Gingrich may or may not have been smart when it comes to Missouri.

Maysville man tries to mobilize Missourians for rally at capitol

Ken Newton - St. Joseph News-Press
POSTED: 10:32 pm CST December 27, 2011

A rally planned for Jefferson City next week wants to build on political successes of the last year and send a message to elected leaders: We’re still watching. 

A Maysville, Mo., man, Paul Hamby, is helping mobilize Missourians to take part in the Consent of the Governed Rally, scheduled for Jan. 4, the first day of the legislative session. 

More than a dozen tea party-related groups from around the state have signed on to co-sponsor the event. 

Mr. Hamby, interim state coordinator of the Campaign for Liberty, said participants will reassure legislators and others that Missourians wanting smaller government will continue to make their voices heard. 

“We’ll be there throughout the session,” he said. “They need to know that the people are going to be engaged.” 

The Missouri Campaign for Liberty, part of an international movement, cited as successes its work against a mandated National Animal Identification System and the REAL ID Act. As the most significant achievement, Mr. Hamby pointed to the legislature’s special-session refusal in October to contribute tax subsidies to the so-called “China hub” for air freight in St. Louis. 

“We’ve worked for years now to try to get the legislators to understand that it’s wrong for government to take tax money and subsidize private businesses, which is what this amounted to,” he said. 

Timing strengthened the argument against the economic development proposal, Mr. Hamby said. Debate took place during a period after a state investment in the Mamtek plant in Moberly, Mo., and a federal investment in the Solyndra plant in California ended with failure and bad headlines. 

“These kind of government, public-private enterprises come at great risk,” the DeKalb County resident said. “The legislators, the ones who were kind of fence-sitters, really started listening to us. That turned the tide on that particular bill.” 

At the rally, which begins with registration at 9:30 a.m. and speeches an hour later, speakers will include Dave Roland, co-founder of the Freedom Center of Missouri; Ed Emery, former state representative from Lamar, Mo.; and Ed Martin, former chief of staff for Gov. Matt Blunt. 

It will be held in the first floor rotunda area of the Capitol. 

Mr. Hamby said those at the rally will support lawmakers who resist the temptation of big-spending government programs that sound good to legislators but “sitting around the coffee shop here in Maysville, they would never agree to.”

Requiring Photo ID To Vote In Missouri Still A Tenuous Issue For 2012 Agenda

Supporters of IDs say it helps prevent voter fraud, but opponents call it discriminatory against religious, minorities and disabled. 

by Jonah Kaplan, KSPR News 
5:15 a.m. CST, December 28, 2011

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo— It was only last June when Governor Jay Nixon shot down legislation that included calls for photo ID's and extended early voting.
Republican lawmakers say they'll try again in 2012, and plan to re-introduce a package of voter-related bills when they return to session next week.
But this time it could be more than just the governor in their way. 
The proposed bill would create a mandatory requirement that voters provide an official form of photo identification to vote. House Speaker Pro Tem Shane Schoeller (R-Willard) says this would fight voter fraud.
Not all Missourians, though, would consent to a photo, let alone want to pay for a license or passport.
Opponents point out that Amish and Mennonite traditions ban pictures. They add the law's intent, and by extension the government, tests the boundaries of discrimination.
"They don't like the attention drawn to themselves and see that as prideful, and so the very taking of a picture creates the dilemma," explained Kathy Pulley, a religious studies professor at Missouri State. "I think the government has shown respect for the Amish and Mennonite traditions in this country, and by that I mean accomodation would be the way to go."
Missouri had the third largest jump in Amish population last year, trailing only New York and Minnesota.

Though many don't vote, they apply for voter registration cards as a second form of ID with their birth certificate, because voter cards don't require a picture.
A proposed constitutional amendment on photo IDs and early voting is still set to appear on the 2012 ballot. 

That measure, however, only authorizes state laws on early voting and IDs - it does not require them.
Legislators put forth new effort on prevailing wage issue 

Bill proposed for legislative session

Joplin Globe - By Roger McKinney 
December 27, 2011
SENECA, Mo. — The effort to suspend the federal prevailing wage requirements for state-financed housing projects in Joplin has a new venue: the Missouri General Assembly.

A motion by Lt. Gov. Peter Kinder at a Dec. 16 meeting of the Missouri Housing Development Commission to waive the prevailing wage for the MHDC-funded rebuilding projects in Joplin failed when it didn’t receive a second.

“I’m here to say that this effort is not over,” Kinder said, speaking to reporters at State Rep. Bill Lant’s feed store, south of Joplin.

Lant has pre-filed a bill that, if approved, would allow local school boards, city councils or county commissions in areas where the governor has declared a disaster to vote to suspend the prevailing wage requirements. It’s called the Disaster Area Construction Act.

Previously, the Missouri Department of Labor enforced prevailing wage regulations only for commercial and government projects. In August, the MHDC adopted a new requirement that the wage rates would also apply to residential construction for which it grants tax credits.

That would include eight projects to provide 340 houses, apartments and duplexes in Joplin and Webb City, which have been awarded $4.5 million in federal and $4.3 million in state tax credits.

“It has never, ever applied to housing until this year,” Kinder said of the prevailing wage regulations.

Kinder said the requirements would dramatically increase the costs for workers’ wages while reducing the number and quality of the projects.

“We’re going to pay higher costs for fewer units of housing,” he said, explaining that the money spent on wages would be taken away from the projects themselves.

He said builders have told him that if they have to pay the federal wage rate, they would cut back on measures that would make the buildings more resistant to storms or more energy-efficient.

Kinder, a Republican, said Democratic Gov. Jay Nixon promised to provide Joplin whatever it needed to recover from the May 22 tornado.

“Here’s what they need: They need the suspension of the prevailing wage,” Kinder said.

Lant, in announcing his proposed legislation, was joined by Republican state Reps. Bill Reiboldt, of Neosho, Charlie Davis, of Webb City, and Tom Flanagan, of Carthage.

Reiboldt called the legislation a practical solution that puts control in the hands of local governments.

Lant and Kinder were asked about a 2004 study by the economics department at the University of Missouri-Kansas City. It examined the affect of repealing the prevailing wage law in Missouri.

It found that repealing the law would cost the state substantially more in lost income and tax revenue than it would save in reduced construction costs. The total loss of income and revenue was estimated at between $318 million and $384 million.

Kinder said what has been proposed is a suspension of the prevailing wage only during times of disasters.

“This is very limited,” Kinder said. “It’s not an attack on labor.”

Lant also said he didn’t think that study could be applied to this situation. He said his bill is not an attempt to repeal the prevailing wage law.

“I’m not against people making a fair wage,” Lant said, adding that the new requirements punish builders trying to rebuild housing that has been destroyed.

Someone who answered the phone at the Construction and General Laborers Union Local 319 said union officials declined to comment on the measure.

Kinder continues effort to drop prevailing wage for construction in Joplin 


By Jo Mannies, Beacon political reporter    
Posted 5:08 pm Tue., 12.27.11 

Lt. Gov. Peter Kinder is reaffirming that he's continuing to try to suspend Missouri's prevailing wage requirement for state-subsidized projects, when it comes to rebuilding housing in Joplin, Mo., partially destroyed by a tornado in May.

More than 4,000 homes were destroyed in the May 22 disaster.

On Tuesday, Kinder was accompanied by several fellow Republicans in Missouri's General Assembly.

Earlier this month, Kinder's proposal to Missouri Housing Development Commission, on which he sits, to suspend the wage requirement failed.

The commission has agreed to commit about $100 million in tax credits and loans over the next 10 years to encourage construction of low- and moderate-income rental units and single-family homes in the Joplin area. But the panel also is requiring that workers on state-subsidized projects be paid the federal prevailing wage.

Kinder notes the action is "the first time prevailing wage requirements were added to residential construction."

Kinder says the result is that "the prevailing wage for a roofer in the Joplin area rose from $7.25 an hour to $21.30 an hour plus $8.08 in benefits" He said that builders have told him "the higher costs will reduce the number of homes they will be able to build."

Despite the commission's opposition, Kinder said the battle will continue.

According to his release:

"State Rep. Bill Lant, R-Joplin, who joined Kinder on Tuesday, said he has pre-filed a bill that would allow city councils, school boards and county commissions to suspend the prevailing wage requirement for state-funded project in their jurisdictions when a disaster has been declared.

"Our priority in Joplin must be to replace the homes that families lost in May, particularly homes for low-income families," Kinder said. "Because of the higher costs, contractors will be forced to cut back on the scale of projects for low-income housing in Joplin."

"Either you will lose numbers, or you will lose quality," Kinder added. "Joplin needs the numbers, but we also don’t want to lose quality in the rebuilding."

Kinder is seeking a third term in 2012, after dropping a planned bid for governor against Gov. Jay Nixon, a Democrat.

In recent days, Kinder has suffered a setback in his fallback position. Longtime major donor (and construction magnate) David Humphreys has given $250,000 to a Republican rival, state Sen. Brad Lager, R-Savannah, who says he sticking with his own quest for lieutenant governor.

Humphreys has abandoned Kinder -- prevailing wage or not -- over other controversies that have plagued the lieutenant governor in 2011.

Carnahan denies conflict over Mo. ballot measure 

Southeast Missourian
Dec 27, 1:06 PM EST

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- Missouri Secretary of State Robin Carnahan says the state's attorney general's office agrees that there is no conflict of interest in her office promoting renewable energy, even though her brother is an investor in a wind-energy production company.
State Rep. Jay Barnes, a Republican from Jefferson City, asked Carnahan to recuse her office from writing a ballot summary on the proposed initiative to seek an increase in the use of renewable energy sources for electricity in the state because her brother is the founder and chairman of Wind Capital Group.

"I strongly disagree with your suggestion of a conflict," Carnahan, a Democrat, said in a letter to Barnes, according to the Jefferson City News Tribune.

She said she sought advice from the Missouri attorney general's office, which found that the secretary of state's office does not have the authority to ask an official from another state agency to develop ballot summaries.

The attorney general office's general counsel, Ronald Holliger, wrote in a letter that Carnahan does not have a conflict of interest over the ballot initiative.

Barnes said handing off responsibility for the renewable energy measure to a deputy is not sufficient and likened the situation to lawyers who must remove themselves from cases at the suggestion of a potential conflict.

"Even if it's not illegal, no rational Missourian believes Secretary Carnahan doesn't have a conflict in writing ballot language for a measure that would secure hundreds of millions of dollars in guaranteed sales for a business owned by her brother," Barnes said, according to the newspaper report Thursday.

If the energy measure is approved for circulation and gathers enough petition signatures from Missouri voters, it would appear on the November 2012 ballot.

Proposed by a renewable energy advocate, the measure is would require investor-owned utilities to use renewable energy sources for at least 25 percent of their electricity by 2026. It would supplement a measure approved by voters in 2008 that requires power companies to use renewable sources for 15 percent of their electricity by 2021. It also would require utilities to use the renewable energy in Missouri.

The state public counsel, who represents ratepayers before utility regulators, also would have authority to be a watchdog for enforcement of the renewable energy requirements.

The 2008 renewable energy measure was approved by 66 percent of the voters and passed in every county except for Osage County east of Jefferson City. Carnahan was serving as secretary of the state at the time and no complaints were raised about her office's involvement.

---

Information from: Jefferson City News Tribune, http://www.newstribune.com 

Springfield school board to oppose fair tax initiative

Primary reason is the impact on schools is unclear, Ridder says.

Written by Claudette Riley - News-Leader
11:00 PM, Oct. 31, 2011   

Want to go?

The Springfield school board will discuss the legislative priorities during its study session.
The meeting is 5:30 p.m. today at the Kraft Administrative Center, 1359 St. Louis St.
The meeting is open to the public.
Other priorities to be discussed: 
» Provide additional funding for early childhood programs and to expand Parents As Teachers program.
» Enact legislation that encourages school districts to establish innovative programs.
» Support a comprehensive approach to staff evaluation including process and performance results.
» Oppose unfunded and underfunded mandates.

The Springfield school board plans to take a stance against the fair tax initiative as part of its 2011-12 legislative priorities.

Superintendent Norm Ridder said the board plans to oppose the initiative primarily because its impact is unclear. Among other things, it would replace the state income tax with a sales tax.

"The board is going to be opposed to the fair tax until it knows more about it," he said. "The jury is out."

Board member Andy Hosmer said the variety of fair tax initiatives proposed by different groups makes it tough to know how public education would fare.

Hosmer said relying on sales tax, which fluctuates each month, would make it difficult to plan a budget. He worries that a major overhaul in how the state collects revenue would create "a big hole" in school funding.

"While it doesn't directly impact schools, I think it's going to impact schools and negatively," he said. "It's important that we as a state understand what this would likely do. There are all sorts of projections."

District officials said projections call for relatively flat state funding again this year, making it important to protect existing resources and propose manageable changes.

"It always is good to keep it simple," Hosmer said. "We want to be able to fully fund education in the state of Missouri, we want to be able to do it with local decision-making and we don't want money diverted."

That is one of two proposed changes to the list of priorities approved for the last school year.

The other encourages the Missouri General Assembly to use the Missouri Public Education Vision Project -- which Springfield school officials helped shape -- to be the blueprint for their work for children.

"It really does align with our vision," said Ridder.

Both proposals outline a framework for helping schools and students succeed by protecting or improving aspects of education that pertain to the learning environment, early childhood, curriculum, governance, accountability and finance, officials said.

Measure aims to require reporting of sexual abuse in Missouri

BY JASON HANCOCK – St. Louis Post-Dispatch
Posted: Wednesday, December 28, 2011 7:30 am 

JEFFERSON CITY • Responding to the sexual abuse scandal at Penn State University, a St. Louis County lawmaker has drafted legislation that would require anyone who witnesses sexual abuse to report it to authorities.

Current state law requires members of professions that deal directly with children — such as teachers, physicians and clergy — to report suspected abuse. State Sen. Eric Schmitt, R-Glendale, plans to push for passage of a bill that would expand the so-called "mandated reporter" law to include any person — regardless of profession — who observes a child being subjected to sexual abuse.

The key to the change, Schmitt said, is that it focuses only on those who witness sexual abuse firsthand.

"This is a very measured approach," Schmitt said. "This doesn't deal with suspected abuse. It is tailored only to actual sexual abuse that is witnessed, just like the situation at Penn State."

The idea to expand the mandated reporter law was first floated this month by Attorney General Chris Koster. He said the incidents at Penn State, where former assistant football coach Jerry Sandusky is charged with molesting young boys over a number of years, highlight the disparities across the country in how state laws handle reporting sexual abuse of children. A Penn State assistant football coach testified that in 2002, he witnessed Sandusky molesting a young boy in the shower and that it was reported to school officials.

The incident was never reported to law enforcement.

"This is a very reasonable proposal that was sparked by what happened at Penn State," Koster said. "That incident began a national conversation about mandated reporter laws."

Koster praised Schmitt for taking the initiative to sponsor the bill. The two have not yet discussed the proposed legislation, but a meeting has been scheduled, Schmitt said.

But some critics say the idea amounts to a knee-jerk reaction to the Penn State scandal that may not be needed. Clark Peters, an assistant professor in the University of Missouri's School of Social Work, said Koster and Schmitt's idea to change the mandated reporter law focuses on a situation that is incredibly rare.

"You're basically putting together a law that mandates people to do the right thing," he said. "But if you look at the Penn State situation, even if a law like this existed in Pennsylvania, it would not have compelled the actors to do anything differently."

Anyone can already report abuse of a child by using the state's child abuse and neglect hotline, Peters said.

"And those who would see a child being sexually abused and decide not to report it won't be compelled to do so just because of a new state law," he said.

Additionally, expanding the law could lead to confusion about what people are mandated to report, Peters said, creating a situation where individuals believe they are legally compelled to report any suspicion of abuse of a child. Those reports would lead to an incredibly invasive investigation, even if the suspicion of abuse proves to be untrue. Those unwarranted investigations could lead to legitimate reports of abuse getting overlooked.

"Solutions to rare problems often cause unintended harms, no matter how well-intended," he said.

This is just a matter of elected officials wanting to act in the face of a tragedy, Peters said. "I can appreciate that."

David Clohessy, the director of the Survivors Network of those Abused by Priests — or SNAP — said he believes changing the law wouldn't have much impact.

"It's rare that someone actually witnesses a predator assaulting a child, so we're not confident this proposal would make much difference," said Clohessy, who lives in St. Louis. "Also, sadly, it's very rare that people are actually charged with failing to report suspected abuse. And when they are, the penalties are usually paltry."

A much better reform, Clohessy said, would be for lawmakers to toughen the state's "predator-friendly statute of limitations, which prevents most child sex victims from ever being able to expose predators in court."

Koster said a report released by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services found that 18 states require all individuals to report the suspected abuse or neglect of children.

"If a citizen walks in on the sexual abuse of a child, his duty as a citizen should be clear. We are all mandatory reporters," he said. "When it comes to protecting children, passing the buck should not be an option in our state."

Schmitt said anyone convicted of violating the new law would be guilty of a Class A misdemeanor, punishable by up to a year in prison and a $1,000 fine.

"I think that because this is such a narrowly focused bill, we will be able to get this done pretty quickly during the session," Schmitt said.

SPS gets chance to respond to state audit

Written by Claudette Riley - News-Leader
5:09 AM, Dec. 28, 2011 

Springfield school officials will have a chance to respond to the results of a lengthy state audit this week.

The official "exit interview" between the district and the Office of Missouri Auditor Tom Schweich has been scheduled for 4-6 p.m. Thursday at the Kraft Administrative Center.

The entire school board and top administrators are expected to attend.

The closed meeting allows members of the audit team to report the findings and it allows the district to dispute any specifics before the audit report is finalized and released to the public.

After that meeting, the district will have an opportunity to submit written responses to each of the findings, which are included in the final report. That portion typically takes about two weeks.

A date for the release has not yet been set but it is expected to be scheduled on a weekday evening in January or February.

"It's nice to know we're nearing the end of the process," said board president Tom Prater, who has read a draft copy. "It's interesting to see some of the suggestions they've made and some of the changes we've already made."

Prater said there are "no real surprises" but declined to comment further.

The audit process was initiated in late 2009 when a taxpayer coalition -- led by chief petitioners Tom Gargus, Fred Ellison and Carl Herd -- started collecting signatures to compel the audit.

They eventually submitted 5,202 verified voter signatures -- 136 more than required.

Under Missouri law, the state auditor may be called on to audit a city, district or other political subdivision if enough of its qualified voters make that request.

"I'm anxious to see the results," Ellison said. "My primary goal is to improve the business operations of the district for the benefit of the students and the staff and to ensure the taxpayers get the best value for their hard-earned tax dollars."

The in-depth state audit officially kicked off in September 2010 with entrance interviews. That's when then-Auditor Susan Montee and her team met with petitioners to discuss concerns and then with district officials to explain the audit process.

Two months later, Schweich won the statewide election for state auditor. He took office in January.

For months, during the fieldwork portion of the audit, a team of up to five auditors worked inside the Kraft Administrative Center. They gathered information, studied records and analyzed a variety of primary documents.

One caveat of the petition-driven audit: The cost of audit staff time and expenses -- initially estimated at up to $180,000 -- must be paid by the school district.

The amount was built into the 2011-12 budget but no payment is required until the process is complete.

KC searches for new uses for more closed schools 

Southeast Missourian
Dec 28, 5:01 AM EST

KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) -- The Kansas City School District is looking for uses for eight more closed schools.
The district's list of unused schools grew to 38 in June 2010 after a massive consolidation effort.

Kansas City residents complain that schools closed in previous years have sat vacant, attracting vagrants. This time, officials vowed to do a better job of finding suitable uses for empty buildings and established a repurposing office.

There's some urgency to the effort; a recent state audit found that the district spent about $2.2 million in one year on utilities and insurance for shuttered schools.

As part of the repurposing, the district has been inviting the public on tours of shuttered schools and asking for ideas to transform the buildings.

St. Louis University program in Mo. prison helps set minds free 

Inmates at Bonne Terre earn college credit in prison education program sponsored by SLU.

BY JESSE BOGAN – St. Louis Post-Dispatch
Posted: Wednesday, December 28, 2011 12:10 am 

BONNE TERRE, Mo. • On a recent morning inside Missouri's largest state prison, a class of students patiently waited for the professor to arrive. They had a pile of books each, and a collective pile of some of society's worst offenses.

Light poured in through windows facing a courtyard that none of them will physically get beyond in a long time. It was here, sitting around a group of tables 50 feet from an execution room, where they freed their minds.

Never mind the gray uniforms, the rattling keys, the chirp of a guard's radio. When St. Louis University professor Stephen Casmier got through security, and the day's lesson in literary studies began, the men were in college.

"I was a bit concerned because I expected the thesis statements to be a little stronger," Casmier, toting a fresh stack of graded papers about Vladimir Nabokov's 1957 novel "Pnin," told his class.

Some of the students had written several drafts, first by hand, then by typewriter. There aren't many computers in prison. Nor are there college degree programs like this one.

The students sighed when Casmier told them they'd have to wait until the end of class to get their papers back. Meanwhile, they had another book to discuss, "White Noise," by Don DeLillo.

The class of 19 inmates, a small sampling of the 30,000 offenders in the Missouri Department of Corrections system, is part of the SLU Prison Program, an effort that educators and prison reformers are watching with hopeful, yet cautious, eyes.

"Too many programs, for the last two or three decades, get brought in and then somebody finds something they don't like about them and they smash it," said Jason Lewis, deputy warden of the Eastern Reception and Diagnostic Correctional Center, as the prison is called in Bonne Terre. "We are moving slowly to get the momentum so we can spread it everywhere, all over the eastern region."

In 2008, SLU started offering certificates in Theology Studies at the prison. In March, it expanded to an associate of arts, a two-year degree that will take the inmates four years to finish.

"We have got to find other ways of dealing with problems in our society besides locking people up," said Kenneth Parker, a SLU theologian who directs the program. "And that means finding more rehabilitative approaches. And that's where I think private nonprofits like SLU have a role to play."

When the initial certificate was offered, the application window closed after five days — more than 300 inmates applied for 15 slots. SLU selected inmates without life sentences and those who tutored or held leadership positions in prison. There is an expectation that they will pass along what they've learned. Program leaders said there haven't been any reports of disciplinary problems in or outside of class.

"We have a lot to lose," said student Jonathan Anderson, 30, who robbed a bank in Florissant. "I want to prove that just because we made a mistake, we aren't criminals forever."

Doug Burris, chief U.S. probation officer for the Eastern District of Missouri, said he hopes the "Bonne Terre model" can expand with the help of a small college in Greenville, Ill., home to St. Louis' closest federal lockup.

"While they are warehoused in a prison, it makes sense to take care of educational opportunities there rather than wait until they get out," he said.

The program, free to inmates, is supported by SLU, a $150,000 grant from the Hearst Foundation and other donations. The private university wouldn't disclose the program costs, but Parker said the university views the prison as its "volunteer campus." The university has also organized a speakers series at the prison and brought in best-selling authors, jazz musicians and poets. Copies of SLU's student newspaper are set to be available soon in the prison library.

More than 350 college prison programs used to operate across the country, but only a few survived after Pell grants were cut for convicts in the 1990s, according to a report by Bard College in New York, which runs a prison education program.

Politically, the funding was an easy target, but scholars continue to point to studies that show education reduces recidivism — the more educated inmates are, the less likely they are to return to prison. And that can also help with the tax bill. It costs $20,863 a year to house one inmate in a Missouri prison.

"The more the education, the better off they are," said Neil Crispo, a Florida State University professor who has studied education programs in prisons. "We pay for it again if they don't get educated."

George Lombardi, director of the Missouri Department of Corrections, is aware of the benefits of education. He said about 1,500 offenders in Missouri get GEDs each year, and there are several rehabilitative and vocational programs.

But other than the SLU program, a smaller effort with a junior college in northern Missouri that's funded by the state Department of Higher Education, and correspondence courses, college degrees aren't available inside Missouri prisons.

"We are not going to pay tax dollars to do it," Lombardi said. "If someone wants to come in and provide a program, we'll be interested to listen to it."

He requested that the SLU program be available to prison staff, too, and the university obliged.

And although the classes are separate, prisoners and prison staff seem to have similar goals.

"I see it as a great example for my children because I want both of them to go to college, yet I hadn't been to college," said Amy Gibson-Kelly, 33, a former corrections officer who now works as a secretary at the Bonne Terre prison. "How can I say, 'Go, go, go' when I didn't? So now I am doing it."

Inmates such as Courtney Everett, 37, are also grateful for a second chance. He sends his papers home and compares grades with his kids.

"Although we are in prison, we don't have to act like we are in prison," said Everett, serving a 22-year sentence for assault and kidnapping. "It keeps my mind out there, and in the mentality I need it to be when I return to society."

Casmier, the teacher, said the program is the most enjoyable gig of his career. The inmates are often more dedicated than students at SLU's main campus. They have fewer distractions, no Internet access.

Casmier doesn't want to know why his students are in prison. Some of the inmates have only GEDs, but he said he doesn't coddle them. That was apparent at the end of the recent class when he handed back graded papers that analyzed the book "Pnin," about an obscure professor from Russia teaching in America.

Some argued for better grades.

Unsatisfied with a B, Jeff Wooldridge, 52, sentenced to 21 years for child sexual assault, told Casmier that he'd spent 20 hours doing about eight rewrites. But Casmier cut him off, saying the four-page paper lacked a unifying thesis and that Wooldridge relied too heavily on poorly chosen quotations from the text.

"It's a learning process," Wooldridge said in defeat. "You've got some valid points."

Cory Gardner, 33, was another student who was noticeably engrossed in the course material. He was convicted of second-degree murder in the 1997 shooting death of Christopher Masqua, a teenager from Jefferson City.

The victim's brother, Stacy Masqua, said in an interview that Gardner shouldn't get any breaks.

"I don't think he should have any opportunity like that," Masqua said. "Why should he have a life?"

But Lewis, the deputy warden, said judges already gave inmates their punishment.

"They are here to learn to do their time and to learn how to get back into the community and make those transitions once their time has gone by," he said. "As taxpayers, whether we like it or not, 97 percent of them are coming back (into society). How do you want them back?"

Missouri sets hunting seasons for turkey, deer 

Southeast Missourian
Dec 28, 5:01 AM EST

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- The Missouri Conservation Department has announced the 2012 hunting seasons for turkey and deer.

The regular spring turkey hunting season will be April 16 to May 6. The fall turkey gun season will be the month of October. The youth spring turkey season will be March 31 and April 1 - a week earlier than normal to avoid the Easter holiday.

The agency says bag limits, shooting hours and other turkey hunting regulations remain unchanged for 2012.

Conservation officials also have set Nov. 10 as opening day for the firearms deer season.

MISSOURINET

Education Dept. concerned about another year of under-funding

December 27, 2011 By Jessica Machetta 

The Department of Education is concerned about a funding shortfall, but looks forward to working with the legislature on addressing the problem. Missouri’s school foundation formula is the mechanism the state uses to distribute money to public schools. It has gone underfunded in recent years, and Department of Education Commissioner Chris NiCastro says this year’s outlook is no better.

She says the formula was never designed to be underfunded, and bills filed during the upcoming legislative session will seek to fix that. She says if the structure isn’t reformulated, there will be vast funding differences between districts, creating an environment of winners and losers throughout the state.

NiCastro it’s going to be difficult for the legislature to maintain level funding this year, but the department is still hopeful it will happen. The Department, she says, anticipates working with legislators when they come into session Jan. 4.

The current formula the state uses to fund public schools was revised during the the 2005 legislative session, before the economy plummeted.

The new, higher-funding formula was to be phased in over a seven-year period, but the failure to fully fund the formula has thrown that schedule way off. The phase-in process began at the start of fiscal year 2007, which is in July, 2006, with schools receiving 17 percent of their state funding from the new foundation formula and 85 percent from the formula that was written in 1993.

The plan was that each year, the phase-in plan would progressively raise the percentage of funds based on the new, higher foundation formula. For this year, 2012-2013 year, Missouri’s schools should be at 100 percent of the new formula. That has not happened.

NiCastro says she anticipates the legislature will try to rewrite legislation to fix that this year.

BLOG ZONE 

Former Kinder donor provides big boost to rival campaign

BY JAKE WAGMAN – St. Louis Post-Dispatch
Posted: Tuesday, December 27, 2011 10:45 am 

ST. LOUIS • At one point in 2011, Joplin roofing magnate David Humphreys was so bullish on Lt. Gov. Peter Kinder's chances for higher office that Humphreys and family members gave $275,000 to Kinder's bid for governor.

But that was before the photo of Kinder with a former exotic dancer and Penthouse model emerged, prompting Kinder to eventually acknowledge his previous visits to a strip club and offer a questionable explanation for his more recent presence at a bar that advertised "pantless" parties. 

Amid Kinder's summer of unwanted headlines, it was reported that Humphreys, whose family runs Tamko Building Products, had asked Kinder to return the contributions, although the two apparently came to an understanding that allowed Kinder's campaign to hold onto the cash.

That doesn't mean, however, that Humphreys still considers himself a Kinder supporter, even now that Kinder has abandoned his hopes of moving to the governor's mansion and is now running for a third term as lieutenant governor instead.

Last week, Humphreys donated $250,000 to State Sen. Brad Lager — the Northwest Missouri Republican who is competing with Kinder for the GOP's nomination for lieutenant governor.

Also on Thursday, Lager received another $100,000 from Jeanne Patterson, who ran for Congress in 2004. Her husband is Neal Patterson, a health care executive in Kansas City.

Lager still has a long way to go to catch up financially with Kinder, who reports $1.5 million in the bank.

But that big check from Humphreys may signal that even Kinder's political back-up plan — staying in his current office —may not sit well with party benefactors.
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EDITORIALS … & Letters to the Editor

The current model has failed

Move quickly on Kansas City schools

The Star’s editorial
Updated: 2011-12-28T02:44:36Z 

On a Wednesday evening in August, Kansas City school Superintendent John Covington shocked the city by announcing he was resigning.

Two days later, Covington was introduced in Michigan as the leader of a newly formed authority of struggling school systems. In Kansas City, the district he was supposed to lead into a brighter future was reeling. The turmoil will assuredly continue and perhaps increase in 2012.

A month after Covington’s abrupt departure, the Missouri Board of Education voted to strip the Kansas City district of its accreditation, effective Jan. 1. Only a few days before that milestone, no one is quite sure what it means or what to do about the long-troubled district, which now is officially named Kansas City Public Schools.

Moving into the new year:

• Five suburban districts are in court seeking a stay of a provision in Missouri law that enables students in unaccredited districts to transfer into nearby accredited districts. 

The angst of officials in Independence, Blue Springs, Raytown, North Kansas City and Lee’s Summit is justified. Among other things, they are contesting a policy of the Kansas City Public Schools that would force them to pay transportation costs for transferring students. That’s unworkable and illogical.

Wholesale boundary jumping is a poor remedy for the ills of a school district. It has the potential to disrupt successful districts and create more instability for families caught in the midst. Courts in the St. Louis and Kansas City regions are now asked to provide clarity on unresolved transfer issues. But it’s really the Missouri legislature that should set the ground rules — with the greatest of speed.

• Mayor Sly James is pushing forward with a request for state legislation that would dissolve the elected school board and empower the mayor of Kansas City to appoint top executives and an advisory panel for the school district.

• Missouri Sen. Victor Callahan is countering James with a bill that would make it easier for adjacent districts to annex portions of the Kansas City Public Schools.

Meanwhile, students go to school and teachers do their jobs. Steve Green, who most recently headed up the Kauffman Scholars program, is valiantly trying to hold things together as interim superintendent. But valuable staff members have departed, most recently Chace Ramey, who was Covington’s highly regarded chief of staff.

As state Board of Education and Commissioner Chris Nicastro ponders what to do, two points should be obvious:

First, the current governance model is failed and unfixable. Kansas City can no longer cling to the hope that a quality school board and dynamic superintendent can solve the district’s problems. We had a scenario close to that as recently as August, and everything fell apart when Covington left.

Second, time is of the essence. Kansas City students can’t wait for the community or the state legislature to engage in endless debate. Local leaders, the state Board of Education and the legislature must agree quickly on a path forward.

The solution will likely incorporate more than one of the proposals put forth.

Enabling more annexations, for instance, could allow the state to create a smaller school district with a different governance model and a possibility of more community support.

For the sake of Kansas City and its families and children, 2012 must end with more certainty than it begins.

Editor’s Note: This is the third part of a series on issues facing the area that cross over from 2011 to 2012.

Kinder: Change in prevailing wage requirement needed for Joplin

Springfield News-Leader
11:00 PM, Dec. 27, 2011 
At the Dec. 16 meeting of the Missouri Housing Development Commission, I unsuccessfully tried to amend the MHDC's 2012 qualified application plan to waive for Joplin higher wage requirements for low-income housing construction.

The MHDC has committed about $100 million in tax credits and loans over the coming decade for construction of low- to moderate-income rental units and single-family homes in the Joplin area. The commission's plan requires workers on state-subsidized projects to be paid the federal prevailing wage.

But a Sept. 30 revision of the federal wage rules significantly increased those amounts. For example, the prevailing wage for a roofer in the Joplin area rose from $7.25 an hour to $21.30 an hour, plus $8.08 in benefits.

The higher labor costs will undoubtedly reduce the number of homes the state can help finance, which is what I hoped to forestall with my motion Dec. 16. But my motion failed after MHDC staff disingenuously claimed it would delay projects by six months.

Simply stated, this is not true. MHDC's bylaws provide for amending the QAP "for any reason... without limitation." All my motion would have done is amend the QAP, with regard to wages, to the status of previous QAPs. This modest proposal was supported by every Joplin-area lawmaker. The MHDC, at the Nixon Administration's urging, simply chose to ignore them.

Let me explain why I think this is a critical issue for Joplin.

On May 22, an EF-5 tornado devastated Joplin, destroying lives and property. Despite historic recovery efforts since, there are still more than 3,000 housing units yet to be replaced, many for low- to middle-income residents. Gov. Nixon announced he would set aside $100 million in housing tax credits administered by MHDC to help address this shortage.

What Nixon didn't announce was the new prevailing wage requirement -- the first time such a requirement was applied to residential construction. It's important to note the change was put in place prior to the Joplin tornado, and the amended QAP was approved in August before the Department of Labor announced dramatic increases in the prevailing wage standards in rural Missouri.

Once the rules for the MHDC tax credits were known, it became obvious they would impair efforts to rebuild low-income housing. Builders revised their plans to reflect much higher labor costs. Other projects downgraded quality to compensate for higher labor costs.

What my amendment proposal would have accomplished is simply to return the playing field to how it existed before the higher prevailing wage requirement was surreptitiously added to the QAP. Contractors and builders could simply resubmit their original plans, which, incidentally, they were forced to change once the higher labor costs were discovered.

The result of this simple change would be more housing for the same amount of money loaned. Ultimately more workers would be employed to build more housing to benefit more people in Joplin.

I call on Gov. Nixon to ask the MHDC to reconsider my proposal. Meanwhile, I support similar efforts by lawmakers, who continue to be brushed aside by the Nixon Administration and the MHDC.

Peter D. Kinder is lieutenant governor for the state of Missouri.

Rebuilding Missouri through energy efficient building codes 


By John Hickey, Sierra Club    
Posted 7:00 am Tue., 12.27.11 
As the weather turns cold, we know Missouri households will see their monthly heating bills rise. No big surprise, right? Well, not so fast.

This time, the bad news first: The American Council for an Energy Efficient Economy just named Missouri the 44th-worst state in energy efficiency. That means Missourians are paying hundreds of dollars a year more for utility bills.

It also means we are generating more pollution, as we burn more natural gas or propane to heat our homes. If you heat your home with electricity, keep in mind that more than 80 percent of the electricity in our state is generated by burning coal - so higher energy usage means more soot, more mercury and more sulfur dioxide being released into our air and inhaled into the lungs of our children and neighbors.

Now, the good news: The International Code Council recently approved a much stronger model energy-efficiency code for residential buildings. This code, the 2012 IECC (International Energy Conservation Code) is 30 percent more energy efficient than the 2006 version now in use in many areas in Missouri, including St. Charles City, Kansas City and Springfield. Some local jurisdictions, including Hazelwood, St. Charles County and Creve Coeur, still use codes from 2003, which are even less energy efficient.

The ICC updates its recommended building codes every three years. Each year, the residential energy efficiency component gets more effective. So, the 2009 IECC, while not as efficient as the 2012 version, still provides a 15 percent improvement over the 2006 version. Jurisdictions that already have adopted the 2009 IECC code include O'Fallon, St. Louis City, Troy, Florissant and Clayton.

In Missouri, building codes are set by city or county governments. Now, those jurisdictions can adopt this new model building code. This would provide a double benefit, including:

Cleaner Air - buildings consume about 75 percent of the electricity generated in the U.S., and produce about 40 percent of the total emitted greenhouse gases. More efficient buildings means less dirty coal being burned, and less mercury, soot and carbon dioxide in the air.

Lower Utility bills - by reducing energy use by 30 percent, building codes will drastically reduce monthly utility bills being paid by Missouri consumers.

Incorporating efficiency measures when a house is being built is much more effective than retrofitting it after it is constructed. According to research by the Building Codes Assistance Project, new homes built in Missouri to the IECC 2009 efficiency codes will generate enough utility-bill savings in 14 months to pay for the additional front-end home-building costs. After that, all the utility savings are gravy.

On the other hand, when I recently improved my old house (built in 1915) with efficiency measures such as a high-efficiency furnace, increased attic insulation and a programmable thermostat, I calculated that it will take seven years for my lower utility bills to pay for that investment. The lesson: Let's implement energy-efficient building codes now.

How? Engaged citizens can make a difference. Find out what building codes are in effect in your city or county. If the residential energy efficiency codes are out of date, talk to your building code officials about the benefits of updating those codes to the 2009 or 2012 IECC level.

Does that sound like a lot to do on your own? If so, you can participate in the Missouri Sierra Club's campaign to educate building codes officials and consumers on why energy efficient building codes are an important policy for Missouri. Beginning in January 2012, we will be holding trainings across the state to give you the tools that you need to make our state more energy efficient (trainings will be listed on www.missouri.sierraclub.org).

John Hickey is chapter director of the Missouri Sierra Club. To reach Voices authors, contact Beacon features and commentary editor Donna Korando.

