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Professor pans term limits

Report says short tenures result in a lack of knowledge.

BY DAVID A. LIEB of The Associated Press 

Associated Press JEFFERSON CITY — The Missouri General Assembly has returned to the 1920s. It’s a flash to the past that is largely because of term limits.
A recent report by a professor at the University of Missouri found the average tenure of state House and Senate members in the current era of term limits is similar to that of lawmakers who served in 1920s, when state government was much smaller and lawmakers weren’t limited in how many times they could seek re-election.

But the historical twist is not a good thing, concluded David Valentine, associate director of public service at the university’s Truman School of Public Affairs.

Valentine equates legislative tenure with knowledge, meaning today’s lawmakers are less informed about the intricate details of state government despite the fact it is much more complex than it was during the Roaring ’20s.

He concludes that term limits have negatively affected the ability of lawmakers to tackle tough policy decisions, increased their propensity to view their current office as a stepping stone and weakened the power the General Assembly, among other things.

Term limits have “elevated politics and depressed the value of subject matter knowledge,” Valentine said. He added: “I think the results are we do not solve our problems.”

The public need look no further than this fall for anecdotal evidence of Valentine’s assertion.

Though House and Senate leaders had claimed to have an agreement on an overhaul of Missouri’s business incentives and tax breaks, the proposal ultimately floundered and failed to win passage during a special legislative session.

The primary reason is the House and Senate couldn’t agree on the specifics and refused to keep negotiating.

Valentine noted some lawmakers felt uncomfortable trying to sift through the complex details of the proposal in a compressed time span. He said the animosity between House and Senate leaders also was indicative of a term limits era in which lawmakers lack the trust and familiarity that develops among longtime colleagues.

Missouri is one of 15 states with legislative term limits.

Voters in 1992 approved caps of about eight years each in the Missouri House of Representatives and Senate. The clock started ticking with the 1994 elections, meaning it wasn’t until 2002 that most veteran House members and some senators were barred from seeking re-election. The deadline hit in 2004 for the remaining senators.

That means Missouri has now cycled through an entire class of term-limited lawmakers — as those elected in 2002 or 2004 have either used up their allotted time or are entering their final year in their chambers.

According to Valentine’s research, the average tenure for a senator in 2011 was 2.7 years, which was several times shorter than the nine-year average that existed in 2001 before term limits forced out longtime lawmakers. The average length of service for a House member in 2011 was two years — less than half the 5.4-year average that existed in 2001.

Those figures were comparable to the average length of service for lawmakers during the period of 1921 to 1931.

As Valentine noted, the state budgets in the 1920s were but a fraction of today’s $23 billion budget, and the state at that time had little responsibility for infrastructure, almost no role in social service programs and left economic development entirely to the private sector.

Today, “our society is more complex, our issues are more complex and our government is more complex,” said Valentine, who worked in the Senate research office from 1977 until 2001. “You just can’t come in off the street and become an effective legislator — and you could in the 19th century.”

One of the chief advocates for Missouri’s term limits contends Valentine’s assessment is wrong because his underlying assumption is flawed.

To equate tenure with knowledge is an insult to the intelligence of many people who win election, said Greg Upchurch, a St. Louis attorney who was chairman of the Missouri Term Limits group that backed the 1992 initiative.

Upchurch acknowledged there is a learning curve to the legislature. But he believes it can be sufficiently addressed within a year or two of service. “How many times do you have to take fifth-grade math before you know your multiplication tables? Do you learn more the second time? Yeah, but do you learn twice as much? No. In fact, at some point, you don’t learn anything more,” Upchurch said.

Whereas Valentine values the expertise that chamber leaders and committee chairmen can develop through years of legislative service, Upchurch considers it an invitation for political coziness and corruption and a recipe for an expanded government to reach into the lives of its citizens.

Term limits have remained sufficiently popular among the public that lawmakers have been reluctant to embrace measures calling for their repeal.

Valentine said a repeal of term limits is necessary but is not in itself a solution to the legislature’s problems. Voters are more cynical and ideological than in the past, he said, and as a result, they are less willing to compromise and more likely to view lawmakers with different opinions as controlled by special interests

Russ Carnahan's Tough Choice 
As Rep. Russ Carnahan, D-Mo. -- who was redistricted out of his St. Louis-based 3rd District seat -- weighs whether to challenge the winner of the GOP primary in the 2nd District (likely former Ambassador Ann Wagner), or run in a primary against fellow Democrat Lacy Clay in the 1st District, veteran Show-Me State political observer and former state Sen. Jeff Smith offers a compelling take on why Carnahan should run in the 1st: 

Missouri Congressman Russ Carnahan has led a charmed political life. After losing a congressional race in rural Southeast Missouri in 1990, Carnahan moved to St. Louis and ran for the state House in 2000, when his father was a popular two-term governor. He ran against a political neophyte and prevailed by 64 votes. In 2004, he ran in a 10-way primary for ex-House Leader Dick Gephardt's seat and won by 1.6%. (Disclosure: I finished second, and six years later went to federal prison after lying to the government during an FEC investigation stemming from a Carnahan complaint.) In 2010, in a district Obama carried by 20 points, he edged Tea Party favorite Ed Martin 49-47. None of those election results was determined until the wee hours of the morning. 

But in 2011, Congressman Carnahan's luck ran out. 

After Missouri lost a congressional seat, the Legislature eliminated his district and split it into four other districts, one represented by black Democrat Lacy Clay and the others by Republicans. Clay did not discourage the Legislature from passing the map. Unlike Carnahan, he built relationships with state Republican leaders, engaging them throughout the process. When the map reached the state Senate, which experiences frequent filibusters that are rarely ended via cloture (fewer than ten times in 50 years), the Republican leadership braced for an all-night filibuster by Senate Democrats. But none spoke; the bill passed immediately. 

Currently, Carnahan is supporting a lawsuit which alleges that the map illegally splits various "communities of interest." The suit is unlikely to succeed, but even if it does, the Republican Legislature will redraw it in a way that narrowly remedies the Court's issues and again targets Carnahan's district.

So Carnahan shouldn't put too many eggs in his legal basket. Instead, he should be raising money and canvassing the new 1st CD. Because, as I wrote months ago, his best chance of returning to Congress is not in the 2nd CD, where the Democratic Congressional leadership (and surely the CBC) have encouraged him to run. The 2nd CD is approximately 53% Republican, and given his 49% showing of the vote last cycle in a district that typically performed around 59% Democratic, it is unlikely he'd be able to attract the approximately 20K Republican-leaning independents necessary to win the 2nd CD. Here's why his best route back to Washington is via a primary against Clay in the 1st CD. 

***
Let's start by assuming that, as in most recent St. Louis elections between a white and a black candidate, voting splits along racial lines. Although the new 1st CD is plurality-black, the relative youth of the district's black population means that its voting-age population is 48.3% white and 45.5% black, an edge of 19K whites overall. But dig deeper and Rep. Clay is helped by the fact that district blacks are more likely to be Democratic than whites. Assuming 90% of district blacks and 65% of whites lean Democratic - appropriate given the terrain - it would mean approximately 234K black Democrats and 183K white Democrats.

However, in both South St. Louis City and in several district suburbs with substantial black populations, there are significant racial differences in average incomes. Because of higher income and education levels, a slightly higher likelihood of union affiliation, and a lower percentage of voters ineligible due to felony convictions, district whites are likely to turn out at a higher rate than blacks. If white Democrats vote at a rate 5% higher than blacks (25% vs 20%), it would mean that about 47K of projected primary voters are black, and 46K white. 

That seems to suggest a slight edge for Clay. But it shouldn't. First, district blacks have been voting for Carnahans for decades, since Russ's father Mel was first on a statewide ballot in 1980. They supported Mel over hometown mayor Vince Schoemehl in the gubernatorial primary in 1992, who reciprocated this support with many prominent black gubernatorial appointments that helped him gain much goodwill in the black community. 

Conversely, few whites will vote for Clay against a credible white candidate; though some white north St. Louis county labor types have voted for Clays since 1968, most district whites have never been represented by Lacy Clay or his father. Also, the Clay name garners mixed feelings among district whites. Clay's father, ex-Rep. William Clay Sr., made his name leading civil rights protests, and was not particularly popular among whites, outside of labor. Most whites who did not love but at least respected Clay, Sr. for his acumen do not accord the son the same respect. Neither congressman has what one would traditionally call crossover appeal, but because of the nine times that Carnahan's father, mother, and sister have appeared on statewide ballots since 1980, district blacks are much more accustomed to supporting Carnahans than whites are to supporting Clays.

Finally, as someone who represented a majority-black state Senate district fully contained within the new 1st CD, I can vouch for black district voters' willingness to vote for white candidates who address issues they care about. 

Overall, there won't be many crossover votes; each family has been prominent for five decades, so most voters possess accurate information regarding the candidates' racial identities. Given the factors described above, I estimate Clay gets 10% of the white vote in the primary (optimistic), and Carnahan gets 15% of the black vote (a conservative estimate). That would leave Carnahan with a narrow 48K-45K vote victory.

Finally, Clay is a weak fundraiser who even in the run-up to a potential 2012 challenge has in some quarters failed to raise $100K. Carnahan, conversely, pulled in nearly $2M last cycle. Carnahan, who will likely show $500K+ in the bank at year's end, may raise $1.5-2M for the primary, whereas Clay is unlikely to reach $1M. 

***
That's not to say it will be easy for Carnahan. It would be nice to have a high-minded debate about the direction of national policy in a time of gripping economic anxiety, but anyone who knows St. Louis politics or the two principals doubts the likelihood of that. It won't be a race between a modern-day Bobby Kennedy and Barack Obama. Instead, given both candidates' limited crossover appeal, observers should prepare for a racially polarizing campaign in the long, sad tradition of St. Louis politics. 

For Clay to win, he'll need to mobilize blacks around the idea that the 1st CD has been represented by an African-American since 1968 and that a Carnahan victory would be a step backwards. Meanwhile, Carnahan will need to perform a delicate racial and ideological balancing act: appealing to the conservative, ethnic, old-school Democrats in South City who will be less than thrilled about the prospect of Clay as their Congressman, but not in such a way that he turns off blacks or white progressives in gentrifying city neighborhoods and affluent inner-ring suburbs. Can he thread the needle? We shall see. But he shouldn't be written off because of the district's demographics. 

Although I've seen both congressmen in action, I don't have a strong opinion on who would be a more progressive or effective representative. But my analysis suggests that Carnahan should stop suing and start running - in the 1st CD. Given his near-double-digit underperformance in the 3rd CD last year, he won't be able to turn enough independents to take the Republican-leaning 2nd. But he could win the 1st, and given Clay's "every man for himself" attitude during the redistricting fight, Carnahan should now adopt the same mentality. 

I can't say that Carnahan will win. But given the Sestak/Romanoff kerfluffles last cycle, the Obama administration is unlikely to offer a federal appointment, and so a 1st CD primary is his best option. It's the advice I'd be following if I'd won in 2004 and found myself in Carnahan's shoes today.

- Jeff Smith, a former Missouri State Senator, is a professor in The New School's public policy graduate program. He is the subject of the award winning documentary "Can Mr. Smith Get to Washington Anymore" (featuring ex-Hotline Editor Chuck Todd), and he writes about politics and prison at www.recoveringpolitician.com.

Nixon says Corps should take flood report to heart

December 21, 2011 | Filed under: Government,Subscribers | Posted by: Tim Sampson 

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. – Gov. Jay Nixon renewed his call for the Corp of Engineers to reform its master plan for flood control along the Missouri River, saying they should read deeper into a recently released report on last year’s major flood event.

Earlier this week, an independent review commission of the 2011 flood released its findings regarding Corps of Engineer actions and how they contributed to the flood.

Although the commission said the Corps was not at fault for the flood, they said the corps may want to consider changing it’s master plan in order to keep water levels lower at different times of the year in order to allow more leeway for flood control in the future.

“I think that this report continues to lend credence to the necessary shift that must occur to give we down stream states more flood protection,” Nixon said.

Nixon and many other downstream politicians and property owners have been highly critical of the Corps’ master plan, which they say favors upstream wildlife interests. Specifically, their ire has been focused on the annual “spring rise” where the corps holds back higher levels of water in the reservoirs upstream to help foster fish mating.

Without these rises, Nixon and other argues that the corps may have been able to prevent or minimize flooding when an unexpectedly large rainfall just before the annual snowmelt last year caused uncontrolled amounts of water to flow into the river.

Many Missouri lawmakers, including Sens. Roy Blunt and Claire McCaskill have called on the Corps to make flood control its first priority.

For it’s part, the Corps has said that it acted prudently in regard to the master plan – arguing they had not scientific reason to anticipate that such a large rain event last year would be likely. This defense is born out by the findings of the independent review commission.

Nevertheless, the Corps this year plans to suspend the annual spring rise to help the river return to normal water flow levels by the annual snowmelt in late spring.

	New pollution rules will have major impact on Missouri, Illinois power plants 
	





	By Robert Koenig, Beacon Washington correspondent    

	Posted 5:29 pm Wed., 12.21.11 

	WASHINGTON - Landmark federal standards issued Wednesday to limit mercury and other toxic pollutants are likely to have a major impact on the coal-fired power plants in Missouri and Illinois -- requiring extensive and expensive retrofitting, officials said. 

"This rule will have some effect on virtually all of our units in Missouri and Illinois," said Mike Menne, vice president of environmental services for Ameren Corp. But he added that the utility "will not be closing its plants as a result of this rule" in Missouri.

Menne told the Beacon that the new rule -- known as the "utility MACT" standard -- will have wide impact "because it requires controls for mercury and particulates and acid gases on virtually every unit in the country." In Missouri and Illinois, he said, "we are not in compliance with this particular rule at any of our facilities." The cost of compliance in Missouri is likely to exceed $200 million over three to five years, he said.

The new Mercury and Air Toxics Standards represent the first national standards that aim to reduce power plant emissions of mercury and toxic air pollution like arsenic, acid gas, nickel, selenium and cyanide. Environmental Protection Agency administrator Lisa Jackson said they will "protect millions of families and children from harmful and costly air pollution and provide the American people with health benefits that far outweigh the costs."

But those costs will be considerable -- an estimated $9.6 billion a year when the standards go into effect. Normally, power plants would be required to comply with the standards within three years, but the new rule would allow states such as Missouri to request extensions of up to two more years for their utility firms to comply fully.

About half of the 1,300 coal- and oil-fired units nationwide still lack modern pollution controls, according to the EPA. While the Clean Air Act of 1990 allowed the EPA to regulate such emissions, many years of lawsuits and other delays have allowed many power plants to keep operating under the old standards.

Missouri is among the states likely to be most affected because it has many coal-fired plants that currently are not subject to state-defined limits on mercury emissions. Illinois is among the states that already have mercury standards in place.

Mercury pollutants are considered among the most serious risks to health, as the chemical tends to gather in watersheds after being emitted from power plants. The EPA estimates that the new safeguards will prevent as many as 11,000 premature deaths and 4,700 heart attacks a year. Also, particulate standards are estimated to help prevent about 130,000 cases of childhood asthma symptoms and about 6,300 fewer cases of acute bronchitis among children each year.

According to a report issued in January by Environment Missouri, Missouri ranked 11th-highest among the state in in mercury emissions from coal-fired power plants in 2009. Illinois ranked seventh. That year, Ameren's Labadie plant in Franklin County ranked as the 15th-highest mercury emitter among the 450 coal-fired plants across the country.

Eileen Claussen, president of the nonprofit Center for Climate and Energy Solutions, called the new EPA standards "an important step in protecting public health." While the cost of implementing the regulations is likely to be "nearly $10 billion a year," Claussen said in a statement that "these investments will pay important dividends by reducing health costs by $37 billion to $90 billion in 2016 alone."

Compliance may cost $200 million

While Ameren officials say it is too early to speculate about the impact of the new standards on electricity rates, the cost of meeting the new standards will be high.

Coal cars are parked outside the Labadie power plant.

Menne estimated the cost of retrofitting to meet the MACT standard and other recent emissions rules "in the couple hundred million dollar range for controls specifically for this rule for our plants in Missouri" over three to five years.

Because those expenses will increase the costs of producing electricity, "it would put upward pressure on rates," he said. However, Ameren is looking at possible alternatives to comply with the new rules. "I can't say specifically that this will result in rate increases," Menne said, "but it is certainly going to contribute to that possibility."

Among the Missouri power plants needing major retrofitting is the four-unit Meramec coal-fired plant in St. Louis County. "We would have to probably enhance our precipitators there to collect more particulates and we'll also have to inject activated carbon into the gas stream to collect the mercury," Menne said. "We'll probably have to do quite a bit of that at our Meramec plant."

Ameren has four coal-fired power plants in Missouri, with 12 units. In Illinois, the utility operates five coal-fired plants, with 14 units. While Missouri has no state law controlling mercury emissions, Ameren's Illinois plants "have had to meet [state] mercury control requirements in last few years," he said.

Bringing coal-fired plants into compliance can involve scrubbers and particulate control devices, which catch particles as they rise through smokestacks.

"Scrubbers can go a long way toward compliance with this rule," Menne said. "At the Portage des Sioux plant in Missouri and three power plants in Illinois we do, or will have, scrubbers on all of those units. That does remove a lot of the mercury and also would get us in compliance" with the acid-gas and particulate standards.

But he added that scrubbers "are very expensive. Alternatively, we will have to enhance our particulate control devices -- the precipitators which collect the particles and soot that goes up the [smoke] stack."

Menne added: "We have a lot of different environmental rules that are hitting us sequentially here."

Congressional Republicans complain that rule will hike utility rates

Leaders of the U.S. House Energy and Commerce Committee -- which has pressured the EPA to delay the utility MACT rules because of their impact on electricity prices -- expressed concern Wednesday about the new standards' economic impact.

"Analyses predict EPA's rules will force the premature retirement of power plants that are needed to provide affordable, reliable power to consumers and our growing economy," said the committee's chairman, Rep. Fred Upton, R-Mich. "Other plants will require multi-million dollar retrofits that will result in higher electricity bills."

Upton added that he is "concerned the administration decided to issue this rule without a comprehensive analysis assessing how it will affect jobs and the price and reliability of electricity. Under the rules, parts of the country face very real threats of rolling brownouts and blackouts."

Last summer, the House approved a measure calling for more time for implementation of the utility MACT rule until there is an analysis of its impact on jobs, global competitiveness and energy security. A similar provision was in the House version of the payroll tax extension bill, and a Senate version was included in a Senate payroll bill sponsored this month by Sens. Claire McCaskill, D-Mo., and Susan Collins, R-Me.

In a memorandum released Wednesday by the White House, President Barack Obama said the new standards "will promote the transition to a cleaner and more efficient U.S. electric power system." He told the EPA to make sure that implementing the rule should "proceed in a cost-effective manner that ensures electric reliability."

An Associated Press survey of 55 power producers nationwide found that more than 32 mostly coal-fired power plants in a dozen states would be retired because of the regulation, in combination with another rule aimed at reducing pollution downwind from power plants. Most of those plants were four to six decades old.


	Federal, local officials tout $20 million grant for Arch redevelopment 
	


	By Jason Rosenbaum, special to the Beacon    

	Posted 4:05 pm Wed., 12.21.11 

	Federal and local political figures were jubilant about a $20 million federal grant for improving access to the Gateway Arch in time for the monument's 50th birthday.

But even boisterous boosters of the project -- such as U.S. Sen. Claire McCaskill, D-Mo. -- say the grant is part of a larger funding equation. How much more money would be needed to complete the project, which is widely estimated to cost $578 million?

Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar starts to embrace U.S. Sen. Claire McCaskill, D-Mo. Salazar - a former Senate colleague of McCaskill's - spent Wednesday afternoon with U.S. Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood to announce a $20 million grant to improve the I-70 corridor near the Arch.

McCaskill's reply: "A lot."

"There are a number of different pieces for this," said McCaskill, adding that supporters will continue to search for state, local and private sector funding. "What this is shows a major commitment of the federal end of this partnership."

McCaskill added that she believes the Arch project also will be in a position to compete strongly for future federal transportation funds.

"With what we have accomplished here, we're going to be in a very good position to compete for federal transportation dollars to complete this project and do some of the other work that we're going to do to make this vision happen," McCaskill said.

The exact nature of that vision may be shifting. Tom Bradley, the superintendent of the Jefferson National Expansion Memorial, said that a "scaled-down" version of the plan would be detailed in late January.

When asked about Bradley's comment, Interior Secretary Ken Salazar said, "There's absolutely no reason why it can't get done and ... there's no absolutely no reason why we wouldn't have full confidence that it gets done. There's a reason the partnership is called CityArchRiver 2015 -- because we are committed to getting this done. And today's a very significant milestone in that direction."

"I'm not talking about anything being scaled back," he added. "We'll find a way to get the rest of it. It will come from the partnership that really made this the kind of collaboration that Secretary (Ray) LaHood so eloquently spoke about."

'Holiday gift' for St. Louis
LaHood and Salazar joined Missouri elected officials and business leaders inside the Old Courthouse downtown to tout a $20 million Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery -- or TIGER III -- grant in support of CityArchRiver 2015 initiative. Among those present were U.S. Reps. Russ Carnahan, D-St. Louis, William Lacy Clay, D-St. Louis, and Mayor Francis Slay.

Secretary of Transportation Ray LaHood speaks at a press conference announcing a $20 million TIGER grant to improve the I-70 corridor near the Arch.

The money will be used in part to place a "lid" over the sunken Interstate 70 lanes that now separate the Arch grounds from downtown. The pedestrian land bridge over I-70 will connect the Old Courthouse, Luther Ely Smith Square and the Arch grounds.

Salazar and LaHood both said the CityArchRiver 2015 initiative -- a public-private partnership -- could catch on throughout the country.

"It is my humble opinion -- but a very confident opinion -- that what we are seeing happen here in St. Louis is a creation that will be a model of a great urban park for America," Salazar said. "This is a high priority for the people of Missouri. This is a high priority for the president. It's a high priority for us at the Department of the Interior."

LaHood, a former Republican congressman from central Illinois, noted that the Arch project was one of only four projects throughout the country that received a $20 million TIGER grant. And he added that the grant could prompt local economic activity.

"This year we had $500 million," LaHood said. "We had $14 billion in requests for that money. There's a pent-up demand in America for innovative, creative projects to put our friends and neighbors to work. I don't want this to be lost on anyone: This project will create jobs. It will put friends and neighbors from this region to work."

"I don't know if there's a better holiday or Christmas gift for St. Louis," he added. "This is pretty dang good."

The $20 million grant will be added in with other funds aimed at improving the Interstate 70 corridor, said Walter Metcalfe of the CityArchRiver group. That, he said, includes $25 million from the Missouri Department of Transportation, $10 million of private sector funding and a $2.2 million design grant.

The grant should help people get over I-70.

Kevin Keith, the director of MoDOT, said construction on the I-70 part of the project -- which is expected to cost $70 million -- could begin next year.

"We're going to start now, we're going to build the whole thing," Keith said. "We just have to figure out either through reduced cost or a little more money from our friends how we make up that $15 million difference. But we'll get that done."

The $20 million grant is actually less than what lawmakers had requested. In a letter signed by McCaskill, Sen. Roy Blunt, R-Mo., Rep. Lacy Clay, D-St. Louis, and Rep. Russ Carnahan, D-St. Louis, lawmakers had asked for $30.7 million for infrastructure improvements along the I-70 corridor near the Arch grounds, $10 million for enhancements along Leonor K. Sullivan Boulevard and $2.3 million to complete the River Ring Trail system between St. Louis and East St. Louis.

Metcalfe added erasing the separation between downtown and the Arch will go a long way toward bringing about more investment for the project.

"Getting over the highway, getting over I-70 has convinced many in St. Louis that this is real -- and they're stepping up now," Metcalfe said. "People don't want to invest in the Arch until they know they can get there. And by doing the traffic rerouting and bringing in the land bridge, the proof is there that we can get there."


With cuts, towns could lose more than just mail

By DONALD BRADLEY
The Kansas City Star 

Rosemary Kelly doesn’t have a computer; she has a post office.

Every morning the 86-year-old resident of this old river town of fewer than a hundred people walks the few blocks to pick up her mail. This time of year, her hands are likely to be full, coming and going, with Christmas cards and presents.

On a recent cold day, Kelly stood on the boardwalk out front and shook her head at the thought of the post office closing. She can’t imagine such a thing. But it could happen. To stave off financial collapse, the U.S. Postal Service has put forth a plan that would shutter post offices in thousands of small towns across the country.

Arrow Rock, about a hundred miles east of Kansas City, is on the list, as are hundreds of other rural communities in Missouri and Kansas.

“I don’t do email — I write letters,” Kelly said. Decked out in a red sweater with a white snowman on the front, she had just sent presents — books — to great-nephews in Chicago.

“I like walking down here every morning. I like my post office. I don’t know what I’ll do if they close it.”

The postal service announced its closure plan in July. Earlier this month, though, after hearing concerns from Congress, the service agreed to a five-month moratorium on any closings. But that could merely be election-year posturing as pleas for reprieves have flooded Washington. Postal officials have made clear that a financial restructuring likely would require the sacrifice of many small-town post offices.

So this could be the final Christmas season for stations in as many as 3,653 towns. During what typically is the busiest time of year, residents mail packages, visit with neighbors and catch up on holiday news.

There is a warmth in these places unfelt in big cities; a welcome voiced by a bell on the door and in the creak of the old wooden floor. In Arrow Rock, which dates to 1832 and has no home delivery, Postmaster Tempe McGlaughlin knows what to do with a letter addressed simply to “Grandma.”

If there’s a Pennsylvania postmark, she knows it’s from Nelda’s grandson.

But she doesn’t put the letter in Nelda’s box.

“We don’t know how to open them,” McGlaughlin said.

She hands mail through the window. And if you have time, you can get a cup of coffee and, time it right, there might be a cookie left on the plate next to the coffee pot.

You can even take a book from one of the three bookcases. Some kind of library system? No, not really.

“Just read it and bring it back when you’re done,” McGlaughlin said.

Lynn Richardson, who teaches at Park University and lives part-time in Arrow Rock, said she tries to avoid the big city post office because of the hassle of parking and standing in line.

“Here you just walk right in and see people you know,” she said.

But charm and tradition often get squeezed from bureaucracy. Particularly when an entity is $15 billion in debt and losing $23 million a day.

The problem is technology and alternative mailing. When was the last time you wrote a letter? A real letter — pen, paper, stamp.

People email now. They bank online and pay bills via the Internet. From a peak of 213 billion pieces of mail in 2006, volume dropped last year to 171 billion and continues to drop, particularly in the postal bread and butter of first-class mail. Post office visits are down 200 million in the past five years.

Postmaster General Patrick Donahoe recently told Congress the USPS is on the verge of collapse. He has proposed several strategies, including a return of nearly $7 billion paid into an overfunded retirement system, and a restructuring of its health care and pension systems.

Postal officials also have pushed hard for an end to Saturday delivery.

Most recently came the cost-cutting announcement that many stations in small towns could close. The few daily transactions do not justify the lease, utilities and upkeep, officials say. Some towns, such as Arrow Rock, would be turned into rural routes or have a “cluster box” for all residents.

Closing all on the list, including the one started by Benjamin Franklin in 1775 in Philadelphia, is unlikely, but would save about $200 million annually. In some towns, the only employee is the postmaster who might make $35,000 to $40,000.

Also, more than 70,000 supermarkets and convenience stores now do postal transactions.

That doesn’t help Arrow Rock. It has neither of those.

The closest post office would be Blackwater, about eight miles away. That could become the new address for Arrow Rock residents 

This brings up another point: town pride.

Kathy Borgman, executive director of Friends of Arrow Rock, likes it known that she lives in Arrow Rock, Mo., ZIP code 65320.

“I think people in small towns everywhere want that town in their address,” Borgman said. “They want people to know where they’re from.”

Because of historical significance and the Lyceum Theater, Arrow Rock gets visitors from all over the world. Many come into the post office, which last closed during the Civil War.

Obituaries appear on the bulletin board. McGlaughlin knows whose grandkids are in town and how so-and-so’s surgery went.

Residents sometimes will leave a message with the postmaster for her to pass along to someone coming in later.

“How’s that for communication?” McGlaughlin asked.

And a cookie and a book. You don’t get that with email.

Vicky Hartzler calls for free speech in franking privileges

 Barb Shelly Barb Shelly 

The Kansas City Star

Aside from repeating the usual tea party talking points, U.S. Rep. Vicky Hartzler hasn’t taken a vocal stand on much of anything in the past year, which maybe is understandable for a freshman in Congress.

But Hartzler has at last found her issue. And it is…Christmas greetings!

Hartzler has joined some other members of Congress in objecting to a warning that the House Franking Commission put out recently, telling lawmakers to avoid use of specific phrases such as “merry Christmas” and “happy Hanukkah” in their correspondence with constituents. It would be OK to say something general like, “Have a safe and happy holiday,” the commission said in a memo.

No way, Hartzler told the Springfield News-Leader. She intends to wish her constituents a merry Christmas and has lent her signature to a memo urging the Franking Commission to reconsider.

“Free speech is more important than a commission that is clearly off track,” Hartzler said.

To me, this shouldn’t be a big deal. I’d prefer members of Congress respect that not all Americans share the same religion, or celebrate the same holidays. On the other hand, Christmas as a season has gotten so big that a “merry Christmas” wish isn’t really offensive. Here’s the bigger issue: Members of Congress generally use end-of-the-year holiday greetings to send mailings or e-mails bragging about their accomplishments (I know…like, what accomplishments?), or repeating their tired political talking points. Why should they be able to use taxpayer money to say merry Christmas, happy holidays or whatever?

Frankly, after the year Congress has had, the less we hear from any of them, the better.

EPA's new rules could mean change for James River Power Station
Tough new mercury pollution rules announced Wednesday by the Environmental Protection Agency could mean big changes for James River Power Station in Springfield.
The rules tighten limits for mercury, arsenic, nickel, selenium and cyanide found in coal-fired power plant emissions.
The rules don't go into effect until 2015, but City Utilities already has a game plan to meet the stricter limits at the James River power plant.
Although James River currently burns coal, it is capable of burning natural gas, and already has permits that allow it to do so, according to Steve Stodden, CU Manager of Electric Supply.
James River could easily be converted to burn natural gas, which releases significantly smaller amounts of mercury than coal.
"The EPA ruling doesn't apply to plants that run on natural gas," Stodden said.
Last year, the five coal-fired units at James River released an estimated 42 pounds of mercury into the atmosphere, according to CU.
The new EPA limit would require that amount to be cut significantly, though the exact limit wasn't immediately clear late Wednesday.
James River could be switched to natural gas as a bridge to develop the plant into a more efficient, combined-cycle gas-fired power plant, according to Stodden.
A combined-cycle plant uses heat from burning gas to spin a high-pressure steam turbine that generates electricity.
It also captures heat from the plant's exhaust and uses it to spin a lower-pressure steam turbine.
CU has hired energy consultants Burns and McDonnell to analyze EPA pollution regulations and recommend ways to meet them.
Stodden said he hopes to present a 10-year plan for complying with the EPA to the CU board next spring.
Converting James River Power Station to run on natural gas has a few complications, Stodden noted.
"We don't have the (gas) pipeline capacity to serve the plant during winter," he said. "We'd have to look at adding some additional pipeline capacity, which is not an insurmountable problem."
The price of natural gas, currently selling at very low prices, however, could be a "huge wild card" in the future, Stodden said.
"When a lot of people start converting their units to run on natural gas, that will have an impact on the price. But there's also new reserves of shale gas out there that could be a big player in the pricing of natural gas."
The new EPA rules might require some additional pollution control equipment at JTEC1, formerly Southwest Power Station.
Stodden said the new JTEC2 unit already meets EPA emission standards.
Other coal-fired power plants in Missouri face similar issues meeting the new EPA mercury rules.
According to a survey by the Associated Press, those plants are in Osage, Buchanan, Henry and Jackson counties.
Missouri, Illinois gain population, but lag behind other parts of U.S.

Illinois and Missouri continue to grow, but at a much slower pace than states in the South and West.

Texas added 529,000 people in the past year, based on new U.S. Census Bureau population estimates. California, Florida, Georgia and North Carolina rounded out the top five.

Combined, these five states accounted for slightly more than half the nation's population growth.

The ranking changes when looking at percentage growth. The District of Columbia tops the list, with a 2.7 percent increase,  followed by Texas, Utah, Alaska and Colorado.

Missouri gained 21,761 residents, for a modest. .4 percent growth. Illinois gained 38,625 people, a .3 percent bump.

The jump in D.C. is worth noting in that it ranked 35th in percent growth between the 2000 and 2010 censuses. It marks the first time the nation's capital has led growth of states (the district population is measured as such) in more than 70 years.

Overall, the U.S. has grown by just under 1 percent, to 311.5 million people, from the 308,745,538 officially counted during the decennial census on April 1, 2010. The new figures released today estimate what the population was in July of this year.

The Midwest is showing the slowest growth of the country's four regions, with the Northeast not far behind. Leading the population growth is the South and the West.

Only three states have lost population in the past year. They are Rhode Island, Michigan and Maine. Nevada, the nation's fastest-growing state between 2000 and 2010, ranked 27th in population growth in the latest population estimates.

During 2012, the Census Bureau will release population estimates at the county levels, giving the St. Louis region a better idea of how it is faring.

The 2010 Census numbers showed a drop in population for St. Louis city and St. Louis County while the outlying suburbs continue to see growth, with Lincoln and Warren counties leading the way.

 
Nixon defends need for state homeland security chief

December 21, 2011 | Filed under: Military,Subscribers | Posted by: Tim Sampson 

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. – Gov. Jay Nixon unveiled Missouri’s new homeland security director on Wednesday, insisting that the position is still a vital part of the state’s disaster prevention and response team.

Nixon named Chris Pickering, a veteran of state law enforcement, to replace retiring homeland security coordinator Paul Fennewald, who has held the position since 2005.

“Chris has demonstrated his commitment and capability to public safety throughout his 20-year career in law enforcement, and has shown he will be able to build on the fine work done by Paul Fennewald,” the governor said.

Pickering has previously served as the inspector general for the Missouri Department of Corrections and chief investigator in the Public Safety Division of the Missouri Attorney General’s office. He has been working in the homeland security office for a month now to help smooth the transition.

The new homeland security coordinator said his primary goal would be to maintain and build-upon relationships with regional and local law enforcement agencies.

“These relationships with our local partners are a key to our success,” Pickering said.

While taking questions from the press, Nixon defended having the positions of homeland security coordinator – a mandate from the federal government – saying the position helps facilitate more effective training and communication between law enforcement agencies.

“The threat still exist, it’s a dangerous world,” Nixon said, adding, “This position and the authority in it is a valuable part of the public safety, law enforcement response team.”

	Mo. lawmakers seek records from judicial panel 

	JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- Missouri House leaders from both parties want to examine records from a panel of state appeals court judges that drew new legislative districts based on the 2010 Census.
The judicial panel was given the responsibility after two bipartisan citizen commissions deadlocked on new boundaries for House and Senate districts. The panel accepted public testimony at a hearing in October, then met and deliberated behind closed doors.

Critics of the new maps have raised questions about how they were developed.

House Majority Leader Tim Jones, a Republican from Eureka, and House Minority Leader Mike Talboy, a Democrat from Kansas City, are seeking all records from the panel. Items they've requested under Missouri's open records law include emails sent among the judges and staff members and outside parties


Insurance board chooses governor's friend as CEO

Jim Owen, a former law school classmate and friend of Gov. Jay Nixon, has been named chief executive of Missouri Employers Mutual Insurance Co., company officials announced Wednesday.

Owen, an insurance attorney who was appointed by Nixon in 2010 to the company's board, has served as the firm's interim chief executive for the past several months.

Judy Heeter -- a Kansas City lawyer and sports promoter and a Nixon appointee to Missouri Employers Mutual's board of directors -- has been elected as the company's new chairman of the board.

The dual announcements cap a turbulent year for the state-created workers compensation insurance firm. Owen's predecessor, Roger Wilson - a former governor - was ousted in May from the CEO position for unexplained reasons. Two former board members died recently before they could face trial in separate federal criminal cases unrelated to Missouri Employers Mutual. And the State Auditor is conducting an examination of the insurance firm's books and records.

In an interview, Heeter said Wednesday that Owen's selection as the company's new CEO was the result of a nationwide search that turned up numerous candidates, including seasoned insurance industry executives. But ultimately, she said, those outsiders did not surpass Owen's experience or strengths. Owen has worked as an insurance lawyer for decades.

"There's no connection between Jim's appointment and Governor Nixon in any way," said Heeter, who was appointed by the governor to the insurance firm's board in February. "The governor had absolutely nothing to do with the decision, had no involvement in the process, and was only informed (Wednesday) morning as to the selection."

Scott Holste, the governor press secretary, did not return phone calls seeking comment on Owen's appointment.

Heeter, whose husband Jim Heeter is a political power broker in Kansas City, stressed that Missouri Employers Mutual is an independent, non-partisan company that provides workers' compensation insurance for employers.

"MEM is a public-serving mutual insurance company. We have new leadership in place. We operate with integrity," Heeter said. "MEM is fulfilling its public purpose and moving into the future with confidence... It had nothing to do with politics, because politics don't enter into our decisions in any capacity."

The nonprofit company is run by political appointees. The governor appoints three of the company's five board members, typically confirming the board's nominees, company officials say.

According to the Missouri Ethics Commission, Jim and Judy Heeter donated a total of $11,000 to Nixon's gubernatorial campaign. Owen, his wife and two children contributed $16,250 to Nixon's campaign.

Despite its politically appointed leadership, Missouri Employers Mutual claims to be exempt from public meetings and records laws that allow citizens to hold government accountable. It pays no federal taxes, and unlike most charitable organizations, it is exempted from filing annual reports with the Internal Revenue Service that detail such expenditures as executive salaries, bonuses, and travel.

The firm remains the state market leader for workers compensation insurance, but it is still reeling from the misfortunes of its politically-connected board members.

Former board member Karen Pletz was indicted in March on charges that she embezzled $1.4 from the Kansas City University of Medicine and Biosciences, where she served as president and chief executive from 1995 until 2009, when she was fired. Pletz was also appointed in 2003 by then Attorney General Jay Nixon to the founding board of Rising Tide, the Health Care Foundation of Greater Kansas City.

Pletz, who resigned from the Missouri Employers Mutual board in 2010, died Nov. 22 in a Ft. Lauderdale residence at the age of 64. A preliminary inquiry revealed no foul play, but her death remains under investigation by the Broward County Medical Examiner.

Pletz' death followed the death on Nov. 9 of Doug Morgan, another former member of the same insurance board. Morgan, who suffered from a variety of ailments, was chairman of the board when he was indicted in April on federal bank fraud charges. He was indicted in June in a separate case involving a failed casino project.

Wilson, who is working on "an energy project," declined to comment on Owen's selection as his successor. He also declined comment on a reported federal investigation into his campaign donations.

	Sinquefield donates $130,000 to state House GOP leaders 
	




	By Jo Mannies, Beacon political reporter    

	Posted 11:58 pm Wed., 12.21.11 

	Wealthy financier Rex Sinquefield, who has been putting much of his money lately into promoting causes over candidates, changed course this week.

He has written a check for $100,000 to the state House Republican Campaign Committee and another one for $30,000 to House speaker designate Tim Jones, R-Eureka.

What's unclear is if the money is related to two causes close to Sinquefield's heart and pocketbook -- initiative petitions that call for:

-- Replacing Missouri's income tax with a higher sales tax;

-- Ending state control of the St. Louis police department.

Sinquefield's contributions came the same day that the Missouri secretary of state's office approved for circulation an initiative petition dealing with the St. Louis police issue. Sinquefield has been the prime financial backer of the effort, launched by a group called "A Safer Missouri."

Earlier, the secretary of state's office has approved for circulation several versions of the proposal to replace the state's sales tax, also advanced by the Sinquefield-financed group, "Let Voters Decide."

(About 160,000 signatures from registered voters will be needed to get either of the proposed constitional amendments on a 2012 statewide ballot, under a formula that requires a specified minimum number of signatures from voters in at least six of the state's nine congressional districts.)

Sinquefield has been one of the state's most generous political donors for several years, but of late has generally preferred to direct much of his money to advance issues as opposed to candidates.

The question now is whether Sinquefield's donations to Jones and the state House's chief GOP campaign operation signal a possible shift in strategy to persuade the General Assembly to act on either or both proposals.

Current House Speaker Steve Tilley, R-Perryville, previously has received at least $200,000 from Sinquefield. Tilley recently told the Beacon that he supported making a third attempt to persuade the state House to approve a measure ending the state's 150-year control of St. Louis' police force.

However, the St. Louis Police Officers Association most recently said it no longer supported the legislative route, and preferred using the initiative petition effort, citing talks it has had with the organizers crafting the wording.

Tilley is among the legislative leaders leaving office after the next session, because of term limits. Which might explain why Sinquefield is directing money to Jones, slated to take over as speaker in 2013, and the GOP's state House campaign arm.

As for the sales tax/income tax fight, Let Voters Decide has been running ads for weeks in southwest Missouri -- prime Republican country -- while also collecting signatures on one version of the initiative petition proposals. Critics contend that the effort also has run into resistance from the public.

Tilley has been receptive to the tax change, dubbed by some -- but not Let Voters Decide -- as the "Fair Tax." (Let Voters Decide calls it the "Missouri Taxpayer Relief Act.") Critics call it the "Everything Tax'' or the "Almost Everything Tax."

Tilley has yet to indicate whether he will press for a House vote during the coming session that begins Jan. 4.

Sinquefield and his allies contend that the tax change would attract more business interests, and thus create more jobs, because of the proposal's elimination of the state's individual income tax. Critics contend the plan would sharply reduce the state's income and force more budget cuts, while also increasing the state's sales tax and shifting the tax burden from the wealthy to the poor, middle-class and those with large families.

Each side has issued studies they say back their point of view, and sought to discredit the assertions of their opposition.

Political activists and politicians may be wondering whether Sinquefield's new generous donations to the soon-to-be top Republican leader and his party's House campaign arm signal that more such contributions may soon follow, as part of an effort to woo legislators to pass the local-control and tax changes -- thus eliminating the need for petition drives, statewide votes and ad campaigns.


	Amendment 2 opponents seek to re-engage in battle in 2012 
	




	By Jo Mannies, Beacon political reporter    

	Posted 1:08 am Thu., 12.22.11 

	Missouri Roundtable for Life, an anti-abortion group, is seeking launch a 2012 ballot effort aimed at revisiting the 2006 fight over Amendment 2, which protects all types of embryonic stem cell research allowed under federal law.

The group on Wednesday filed a proposed initiative petition with the secretary of state's office that would change the amendment's definition of human cloning.  If approved, such wording would outlaw some forms of stem-cell research now allowed in the state.　
Assuming that their initiative-petition proposal is approved for circulation, the Roundtable would need to collect roughly 160,000 signatures of Missouri registered voters in order to get it on the 2012 ballot.

Amendment 2, which was narrowly approved statewide in 2006, states specifically that it would "ban human cloning,'' which is defined as "to implant in a uterus or attempt to implant in a uterus anything other than the product of fertilization of an egg of a human female by a sperm of a human male for the purpose of initiating a pregnancy that could result in the creation of a human fetus, or the birth of a human being."

However, the Roundtable and its allies disagree with that definition. They seek the wording that was approved by legislators in 2003 (and which helped prompt the Amendment 2 effort in the first place.)

That 2003 wording, superceded by Amendment 2, defines human cloning as "to create a human being by any means other than the fertilization of an oocyte of a human female by the sperm of a human male."

Roundtable spokesman Fred Sauer asserted in a statement, "Voters in 2006 were misled into thinking they were voting to ban human cloning when in fact the opposite was true...We want to correct this mistake."

Amendment 2 critics touted the cloning issue with some success during the 2006, which the amendment's supporters  countered with an ad in which a scientist said it would actually ban human cloning.  Amendment 2 backers contended at the time that their definition was closer to what the public viewed as "cloning." The critics disagreed, but lost that fight in 2006 -- but apparently now want to try again.


Cape Girardeau's Wallingford considering run for 3rd Senate District

Thursday, December 22, 2011
By Scott Moyers ~ Southeast Missourian 

Rep. Wayne Wallingford is seriously considering a run at Missouri's 3rd District Senate seat, which -- if he does it -- would create a three-way Republican primary next August. 

Wallingford, a Cape Girardeau Republican, acknowledged Wednesday that he began mulling such a run this week, after news broke that Rep. Ellen Brandom, R-Sikeston, Mo., would run for the 25th District instead of in the 3rd. 

Wallingford's phone began to ring with calls from community officials, GOP leaders and even one legislator imploring him to run, he said. 

While Wallingford declined to name them, he told the Southeast Missourian they were "people you know very well and probably people you don't know." 

The people who called told Wallingford he had a "perfect background" for the Senate, which is also alluring because it has four-year terms instead of two and comes with more influence. The House has 163 members, and the Senate has 34 members. 

Wallingford said he plans to pray and consider whether to run and that he hopes to make an announcement by the middle of January. 

Both the 27th and the 3rd districts have been reconfigured by redistricting, done every 10 years based on census data. In the existing 27th District, Sen. Jason Crowell represents Bollinger, Cape Girardeau, Madison, Mississippi, Perry and Scott counties. Crowell is forced out by term limits next year. 

The 3rd District includes Cape Girardeau, Perry, Ste. Genevieve and St. Francois counties. The boundary changes take effect following next November's general election. 

Wallingford, 65, was first elected to the House in 2010, following a 25-year U.S. Air Force career that included a four-year stint teaching aerospace science at Southeast Missouri State University. He's worked 18 years in the restaurant industry, most recently as an executive for a company that owns local McDonald's franchises. 

If Wallingford runs, he will face at least two other Republicans in the Aug. 7 primary -- former state representative Pat Naeger of Perryville, Mo., and Farmington, Mo., businessman Gary Romine. 

And there may even be one more. On Wednesday, Rep. Donna Lichtenegger, R-Jackson, wouldn't rule out a run for the 3rd District seat. She said she has considered it in the past but had no comment about whether it was still under consideration. 

"I will say I'm keeping my options open right now," she said. 

In his decision, Wallingford said he has much to consider. If he opts for a Senate run and loses, he's out of the legislature altogether. So far, no one else has declared for his House seat, which is currently the 158th District but will become the new 147th District next year. 

He also is trying to figure out where he'd be the most effective. 

While Wallingford said no one has tried to dissuade him from running for the Senate, not everyone thinks it's such a great idea. 

Wallingford can better serve Cape Girardeau in the House, said Holly Lintner, the Republican committee chairwoman for the Senate's 27th District. The 158th District has been a "revolving door" since Nathan Cooper left office and it needs some stability, she said. 

"Cape Girardeau has a very good state rep in Wayne Wallingford," she said. "Cape benefits from keeping Wayne where he is." 

Wallingford has a good shot, she said, of working his way up to higher leadership posts in the House. While she knows there's some concern about having the next senator be from Cape Girardeau, she said there shouldn't be. 

Either Romine or Naeger understand that Cape Girardeau is an important part of their district, she said. 

"I think they will represent us just fine," she said. "People who are encouraging Wayne to run for Senate really are not thinking this through." 

For his part, Wallingford said a senator should represent his entire district and whether he's from Cape Girardeau shouldn't be a factor. At the same time, he understands that constituents are more comfortable with someone closer to home. 

"There's a comfort level knowing somebody who has already proved himself over the last year working in the capital," Wallingford said. "They've had a year to watch me and see that I stand for the same conservative values of the majority of the people I represent." 

Adams announcement sets up House race rematch with Lichtenegger

Thursday, December 22, 2011
By Scott Moyers ~ Southeast Missourian 

When Gerald Adams lost the Missouri House race to Donna Lichtenegger in the 2010 Republican primary, it was only by 300 votes -- almost all of which came from Perry County. 

Redistricting, however, has cut Perry County from the equation, which Adams says is ample enough reason for a rematch in 2012. 

Adams announced his intention Wednesday to run against Lichtenegger in the Aug. 7 Republican primary for the new 146th District. Both are Jackson residents. 

"This is a new district with new boundaries and new voters," Adams said. "I believe in letting the people in this area decide who they want in office." 

Adams, 59, is a 14-year-member of the Jackson School Board. He has been an employee of Nordenia USA for 14 years as a printer. Before working at Nordenia, he and his family owned and operated G-N-A Dairy. 

"My experience in business, farming and education will serve me well in Jefferson City," Adams said. 

Adams, a married father of three, is a 1970 graduate of Jackson High School and a University of Missouri-Columbia graduate with a degree in agriculture. 

"If he wants to run, he's welcome to run," said Lichtenegger, 60, a retired dental hygienist who was first elected in 2010. 

Lichtenegger, who worked on high-profile Republican campaigns for years before she ran, said she plans to make a formal announcement about her political future soon and had no further comment about Adams' announcement. But she also said she was keeping her options open when asked if she was considering running for the 3rd District Senate seat. 

The existing 157th District includes Jackson, northern Cape Girardeau County and most of Perry County except Perryville. The new 146th District, which will take effect following November's elections, will basically be Cape Girardeau County, excluding Cape Girardeau. It will include portions previously represented by state Reps. Ellen Brandom and Billy Pat Wright. 

Redistricting takes place every 10 years, based on new census data. 

Before new boundaries were drawn for both the Missouri House and Senate, Adams said he had little interest in running. But once the new House map was made public, his phone began "ringing off the hook" with people encouraging him to run. 

"I carried the city of Jackson and Cape County in the old 157th District and believe they will support me again in the new election," he said. "I lost that last election fair and square. Now, with the new alignment, I feel like our campaign has a great chance." 

Adams said he sees Jefferson City increasingly becoming more like Washington, D.C., where special-interest groups and lobbyists push through legislation that doesn't consider the best interests of constituents. 

He said the special session was a perfect example of how "Jefferson City is broken." Hundreds of thousands of dollars were spent to accomplish little, he said. 

Adams said his two biggest priorities, if elected, would be job creation and protecting funding for education. 

Lichtenegger was selected as a freshman legislator of the year by House Speaker Steve Tilley. She also was one of three freshman legislators to have a bill she sponsored signed into law -- one that authorizes the Missouri Dental Board to issue a limited teaching license to foreign dentists to meet the demand for dental instructors. 

Area Republican leaders predict a close race like last time, when Lichtenegger won with 3,970 votes to Adams' 3,670. But in Cape Girardeau County, Adams garnered 10 more votes with a total of 2,812 to 2,802. 

Even campaign contributions from the last election were similar, with Adams raising $25,421 and Lichtenegger reporting $27,459. As of October, Lichtenegger had $7,360 on hand for this campaign, according to state filings. Adams is organizing his campaign committee. 

Cape Girardeau County Collector Diane Diebold is also the Republican committee chairwoman for the 157th District. She considers both Republican candidates good friends of hers. Diebold won't endorse either candidate, she said. 

"They're both well-known here," Diebold said. "Either one of them would give us good representation in Jefferson City." 

According to the Missouri Ethics Commission website, no Democrats have filed for the seat, though the filing deadline isn't until February. 

Missouri's criminal code could get much-needed overhaul 
Lawyers in southwest Missouri are welcoming a proposal from state Sen. Jack Goodman, R-Mount Vernon, to overhaul the state's criminal laws.

If approved, Goodman's bill will create a committee charged with updating a set of laws defining crimes and punishments, collectively referred to as the criminal code, for the first time in 30 years. Attorneys say the laws now don't reflect current criminal justice issues like the ongoing drug problems or identity theft. And some offenses are harder to find because they've been attached to laws that do not regulate criminal justice.

"If a guy really wanted to know if what he did was a crime, he'd have to go through about 5,000 pages of Missouri statutes," said Dee Wampler, a Springfield defense attorney.

The current set of laws, often called the state criminal code, was first drafted in the 1970s at the request of then-Attorney General Jack Danforth. Wampler served on the commission that assembled the code. 
The goal was to compile all the laws related to criminal justice in one area.
Over the years, lawmakers added more crimes and penalties, creating a "Christmas tree of oddball crimes," said retired judge Miles Sweeney in a memorandum he filed with the Missouri Supreme Court.

Revising the criminal code is one of several recommendations from a working group headed up by Chief Justice William Ray Price that examined sentencing and corrections changes. Goodman was a member of Price's group. The group presented its findings to lawmakers earlier this month in a hearing and in a report released to the public.

The working group said the criminal code has grown "too large and inconsistent." Members also said a model set of criminal laws drafted by the Missouri Bar Association would be a good starting place for the revision committee.

"No real regard has been given to those (current) statutes in terms of a cohesive code," said Jason Lamb, who co-chaired a Missouri Bar committee in charge of writing the proposed set of laws.

The bar's proposal clears up certain parts of the law that have been clouded by years of amendments by lawmakers, like how much damage from a vandalism counts as a felony or what constitutes first-degree assault.

Greene County Prosecutor Dan Patterson said he feels the revision was overdue and that the code has become a "hodgepodge" of laws and penalties.

"It really is time to do that sort of review, to go back and make sure the provisions are harmonized with one another," Patterson said.

Wampler, a former Greene County prosecutor, said in an ideal situation, lawmakers should revisit the criminal code every 20 to 30 years to make sure it is up to date.

Goodman's bill, which is SB 445, doesn't deal with other aspects of the working group's report, such as reforming the probation and corrections system in Missouri.
District warns it may end contract for African-centered program

By JOE ROBERTSON
The Kansas City Star 

As the Kansas City Public Schools steps up the fight for its survival, it may be going without its African-centered education program as a partner.

Interim Superintendent Steve Green has notified the contract school that the district does not intend to renew their relationship after this school year — at least unless the ACE program makes several concessions.

The district is concerned about what has been a continuing difficulty in agreeing on financial issues, Green said.

The district received what was a mostly clean audit, which was presented at its school board meeting Wednesday night, but one of the auditor’s concerns was the district’s management and monitoring of some vendors.

Supporters of the ACE program packed the school board meeting and urged the district to continue discussions to allow the program to remain intact on its campus at the former Southeast High School.

“This community loves what is happening there,” said the Rev. Sam Mann, chair of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference. “They’re not going to want to let it close because of some political issue.”

African-centered education has had a long history in the district, struggling for many years to gain the confidence and support of the changing school boards. The program finally gained the status it needed and became a contract school.

But disputes over funding have plagued the relationship. Former Superintendent John Covington had originally included reducing the campus from three buildings to one during his school consolidation plan in 2010, but worked out a deal that gave the program a per-student rate of funding with the understanding it could keep all three buildings if ACE could make it work financially.

The ACE program contends that the district has not paid a fair share to the contract school and sued the district in a case that is set for trial in mid-January.

The district might be able to renew a contract with ACE if it could be restructured to give the district control of many of the finances, Green said. The campus likely would need to be reduced by at least one building. “And the lawsuit,” he added, “would need to go away.”

“We have no criticism of the quality of the program,” Green said. “But when we are audited, the auditors don’t ask us how the vendor is performing. They want to know how well we are managing the financial relationship.”

District observers are anticipating efforts by lawmakers that could dismantle the district — something neither the district nor ACE supporters want, said Urban Summit member Clinton Adams.

“It’s very important that we get this matter resolved so we can work together,” Adams said.
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Unemployment numbers shrink again

December 21, 2011 By Allison Blood 

The Federal Labor Department says unemployment is down again in Missouri to 8.2 percent in November. That’s down from 8.5 percent in October.

 In November 2010, unemployment in Missouri was 9.6 percent. A person is not considered in those numbers if the person is not actively looking for a job.

The Labor department says non-farm employment shrank by three-thousand in November.

Harvest for Hunger food drive kicks off

December 22, 2011 By Allison Blood 

The Agriculture Department is kicking off a food drive inspired by a garden that gives all its produce to food banks.

The Director of the Central Missouri Food Banks says this food drive is great because it helps people out through the winter, not just during the holidays. Director Peggy Kirkpatrick says she knows the holidays are a giving time, but people need help all winter long.

She says this has been a year unlike any she’s seen in her 20 years working with the food bank, so any donation of any kind is helpful.

This food drive lasts all winter and into March. While this food drive seeks donations of fresh food items like fruits and vegetables grown in local gardens, non- perishable foods are welcome too.

She says often the food banks and pantries can get more out of a donation of a dollar than that dollar could buy at a store, because the food banks partner with food distributors and farmers. Kirkpatrick says while children are off school, this is a great time to bring them to a food bank to voulenteer and learn about helping others.

This idea came from a garden that participated in the Agriculture Department’s 10 thousand Gardens campaign. Sandy Parley of Columbia was one of those gardeners and she was chosen at random for a 500 dollar gift card to Tractor Supply Company to help her garden. That garden donated all its produce to a local food bank.
20 year law enforcement background for new MO homeland security head

December 21, 2011 By Mike Lear 

Chris Pickering addresses the audience at his introduction as the new state Homeland Security Coordinator, as Governor Jay Nixon and others look on.

In an event at the State Emergency Management Agency’s Emergency Operations Center at Jefferson City, Governor Jay Nixon introduced Chris Pickering as the new Coordinator of Homeland Security for the state.

Pickering lives in California, Missouri. He has worked as the Inspector General for the Missouri Department of Corrections, chief investigator for the Public Safety Division of the Attorney General’s Office, police officer in Clinton, Missouri and Leawood, Kansas, and Director of the Law Enforcement Training Center at Moberly Area Community College. He holds a degree in criminal justice from the University of Central Missouri.

Pickering told the crowd at his introduction today he has spent the last month working with his predecessor, the retiring Paul Fennewald. The two traveled around Missouri meeting with local and regional homeland security partners. He says, “These relationships with our local partners with our local partners are key to our success in those homeland security regions.”

The Governor said in introducing his choice that it was important to select someone that could lead a dynamic team of emergency responders across the state. “When I learned that Missouri’s respected Homeland Security Coordinator Paul Fennewald was retiring, I wanted to make sure we had an extremely capable person to fill that role.” He said to Fennewald, who was at the announcement, “…you have left big shoes to fill and all of Missouri appreciates what you have done and the solid foundation you have laid in this office. I am confident, however, that we have a person to do that in Chris Pickering.”

Military, out of country ballots available tomorrow 

December 22, 2011 By Bob Priddy 

We’re only about six weeks away from a presidential primary election.  State and local election officials are starting the absentee voting process for a special group of Missourians.

Thousands of Missourians are or will be overseas by the time February 7th gets here.  Absentee ballots for them are available tomorrow from local election authorities. For those out of the country, applying for one of those ballots is a little more complicated than it is for stay-at-homes.

Deputy Secretary of State Waylene Hiles in the elections office says applications for those ballots are available on the Secretary of State’s web page. In most circumstances the ballot cannot be cast on the internet.  They have to be sent back through regular mail or through shipping services.  .

However, a person in one of more than fifty hostile zones can use the internet or a fax machine to return the ballot.  The rest have to use regular mail or express services to get their ballots back by February 7th. 

It’s possible to authorize a guardian or a relative get a ballot and return it to the election authority office without the voters waiting for weeks to get the ballot and for weeks to get it back.

Download 
BLOG ZONE 
CLASH OF THE TITANS!!! MAYOR SLY JAMES VS. MO STATE SENATOR VICTOR CALLAHAN ON KANSAS CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS!!! 





This could get ugly . . . 
Just as AWESOME TKC TIPSTERS reported previously . . . 
MISSOURI STATE SENATOR VICTOR CALLAHAN CRASHED MAYOR SLY'S TAKEOVER PLAN ANNOUNCEMENT MAKING IT CLEAR THAT CREATING POLITICAL CONSENSUS ACROSS THE STATE FOR A KCPS MAYORAL TAKEOVER IS GOING TO BE A CHALLENGE!!! 
More . . . 
THIS IS IMPORTANT BECAUSE CALLAHAN IS ONE OF MISSOURI'S MOST FEARSOME DEMOCRATS AND THAT MEANS VERY FEW LOCALS ARE GOING TO HELP MAYOR SLY IF THIS DISAGREEMENT GOES VERY FAR!!! 
i.e. Just about every Kansas City Democrat is scared of Sen. Callahan and NOBODY wants to get into it with him over something with such little payoff . . . like the KCPS. 
Here's what's really important . . .
SEN. CALLAHAN HAS EXPERIENCE WINNING AGAINST KANSAS CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS WHEREAS MAYOR SLY IS A NEWBIE WHEN IT COMES TO EDUCATION ISSUES!!!

Even better . . .

IN CLASSIC CALLAHAN FASHION, HE CRASHED MAYOR SLY'S PARTY TO PRESENT HIS OWN PLAN: MISSOURI SB434 THAT WILL CHANGE KCPS DISTRICT BOUNTY LINES AND PRETTY MUCH BREAK APART KANSAS CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS!!!

I'll repeat it one more time, Sen. Callahan has seen his plans succeed. He led Independence to take a HUGE chunk out of the District . . . Here's a link to his Truman Award for the remarkable feat. From a cursory look, this plan looks like a sequel. 

Already, allegiances are switching, people are scheming and there's not much consideration of anything remotely related to the classroom in this discussion. Like it or not, Mayor Sly's takeover plan already looks like it's stalled. 

	Missouri High-Speed rail application shows government delusions 
	
	
	


	By David Stokes, Show-Me Institute    

	Posted 12:07 pm Wed., 12.21.11 

	Did you know that the building of a high-speed rail line across Missouri will support more than 200,000 jobs? Don't believe me? Well, it is right there on page 21 of the Missouri Department of Transportation's (MoDOT) application for high-speed rail federal funding: "The construction phase is estimated to support over 208,674 direct, indirect, and induced jobs."

If you think it is ludicrous that the construction of a single rail line across central Missouri could account for 7 percent of the state's entire labor force, well, you are correct. But absurd estimates like this are typical for high-speed rail proposals. In 2008, California voters approved bonds for a high-speed rail proposal estimated to cost $43 billion. Now, before any construction has started, the actual cost is estimated at $98 billion. Like many similar projects, the price for it is so high that advocates can only generate support by intentionally underestimating the cost and downplaying the future subsidies.

But back to MoDOT. In their defense (although this hardly qualifies as a "defense"), MoDOT officials did not put much original thought into the 208,000 jobs projection. They just applied a federal transportation department formula to the estimated $8 billion final cost of the project. Never mind that the formula counts the same job multiple times, assumes that one job in transportation "induces" two jobs elsewhere, and has been thoroughly discredited.

There are other outlandish claims in the same document. On page 10, we learn that Missourians will commute to work on high-speed rail. Even though the new system will just go 110 mph at its peak (not dramatically faster than the current system); will only stop in St. Louis, Kansas City, and perhaps Jefferson City; and a trip across the state will still take 4 hours at best, Missourians will apparently use it to commute to work each day. The same line will also connect to Chicago. Other than aviophobics, find me someone in Kansas City who will take high-speed rail to Chicago -- still an 8 hour trip -- when they can fly there on Southwest Airlines for approximately the same price in 1 hour and 20 minutes?

The growing, private bus company, Megabus will take you from St. Louis to Kansas City in 4 1/2 hours, for $34. If your mission is to ensure people have safe and affordable travel options, mission accomplished. If your true mission is to spend government money in pursuit of political aims, I guess it isn't.

Missouri would be much better off sticking with its original plan to spend far less money making engineering-based upgrades to our current Amtrak system. High-speed rail is a high-cost luxury built to serve a non-existent market demand. The private sector is perfectly capable of providing affordable inter-city travel. The amount of jobs high-speed rail creates is false. St. Louis and Kansas City are not Tokyo or Paris, and the $8 billion project would require enormous annual operating subsidies in the future. This proposal is a high-speed path to fiscal disaster.


EDITORIALS … & Letters to the Editor
Reforms Need Reforming

Posted: Wednesday, December 21, 2011 8:10 am 
When the Republican-controlled Missouri Legislature passed tougher restrictions to its workers’ compensation laws in 2005, it was hailed by employers and insurance companies as a much-needed reform.

The 2005 changes clamped down on access to the system and narrowed the definition of “accident” and “injury.” More fundamentally, the decades-old law was changed to require that cases be construed “strictly” rather than “liberally.”

Six years later, it appears that the workers’ comp law reforms need reforming.

While it’s true that the changes to the law have produced the desired effect of fewer workers’ comp claims being filed and lower insurance premiums for employers, sloppy drafting of the 2005 overhaul legislation has produced unintended consequences for workers and employers. 

The most serious of those consequences is that more and more work injury cases that were traditionally handled in the workers’ compensation system are now being filed in civil court. Plaintiff attorneys say that because of the new gray areas in the law, it would be malpractice not to file some types of injuries cases — particularly occupational disease cases — in both circuit court and under the Missouri Workers’ Compensation Act.

A series of recent Missouri Appellate Court decisions has reinforced this practice turning what was once settled law into a confusing legal maze. In one of those cases analyzing the 2005 changes, a judge quipped that “Clearly the Legislature prefers jury trials.” That comment, dripping with irony, illustrates how off track things have gone in workers’ compensation since the 2005 reforms.

The sweeping reforms the state Legislature passed in 2005 have actually destabilized the Missouri workers’ comp system. The law is intended to resolve workplace injury cases expeditiously without the expense and delays of traditional litigation in civil courts.

The most important aspect of the Missouri workers’ compensation law is to get injured workers medical care and treatment quickly. This paramount goal is being compromised by the revisions which have placed some cases in legal limbo as attorneys, insurance companies and the courts haggle over what the new definitions in the law really mean.

Employers are footing the bill for added litigation expense as filing concurrent suits is becoming more common.

Many are quick to blame trial attorneys for exploiting the new ambiguities in the law. The fault should be assigned to the Legislature for overreaching with some of the reforms and for sloppy drafting of the law which is nothing new.

The Legislature should fix the problems it created this upcoming session. The 2005 workers’ comp reforms are causing Missouri employers heartburn.

Editorial: Not every act of stupidity needs to be in Missouri criminal code 

A driver uses a cellphone while driving Wednesday, Dec. 14, 2011, in Houston. The National Transportation Safety Board declared Tuesday that texting, emailing or chatting on a cellphone while driving is just too dangerous to be allowed anywhere in the United States and is urging all states to impose total bans except for emergencies. 

It's rare that we write something in this space with which nearly everybody can agree. But in the spirit of the holidays, let's try.

Can we stipulate that texting while driving is monumentally stupid?

Yes, plenty of us have done it. We've also talked on our cell phones while driving, fiddled with the radio station, shaved, applied makeup, read maps, picked up the toy our child dropped in the back seat and done any number of other truly distracting things while driving.

We know it's unsafe. In fact, studies have shown that texting while driving is more distracting than driving while drunk, at the lower levels of the legal limit for such similarly unsafe behavior.

So should we all be in jail?

That's the question Missouri lawmakers and their colleagues in other legislatures will debate with renewed intensity this year following a recommendation by the National Transportation Safety Board to outlaw texting while driving.

The very fact that the federal government has recommended a ban will be anathema to Missouri Republicans who have elevated the 10th Amendment to the altar of holiness.

On this basis alone, we seriously doubt the Missouri Legislature will expand the existing ban on texting and driving in Missouri. The state ban now applies only to drivers under age 21. But as they discuss the topic, we hope they ask themselves a broader question about various laws in Missouri.

Is it time to rewrite the state's criminal code?

Sen. Jack Goodman, R-Mount Vernon, an attorney by trade, thinks so. He's proposed that a legislative committee get to work on rewriting the state's mish-mash of criminal statutes known as the criminal code. The code hasn't been rewritten since 1974, and a committee of prosecutors, public defenders, judges and lawmakers has been working with the Missouri Bar for the past few years to suggest changes.

The Legislature created the problems over three decades of responding to whatever was the new crime of the year with new laws and new punishments. This year, for instance, it might be texting and driving, or Attorney General Chris Koster's bad proposal to make every adult in the state a mandated reporter of child sexual abuse.

Lawmakers, not wanting to look soft on crime, often overreact to whatever tragedy spurred the most recent crime proposals, whether it's Penn State University's horrific sex abuse case or the fatal Missouri traffic accident caused by a teen texting.

Retired Greene County Circuit Court Judge Miles Sweeney believes a cleaner, more consistent code also could help reduce the jail population and the overworked dockets of both public defenders and prosecutors.

In a memo he has circulated widely, he points out simple anomalies. If you steal $499 from your neighbor, for instance, you would be charged with a Class A misdemeanor and face one year in jail. Steal that neighbor's checkbook, however, and write a $2 check, and the charge rises to a Class C felony with a potential seven years in state prison.

This make no sense.

For the code to make sense for all elements of the judicial system, it should offer clarity about specific crimes. Punishments should fit the crime. A bipartisan committee of lawmakers and legal experts should rewrite the code and lawmakers should pass it.

Being smart on crime beats being tough on crime.

The New MU President...

By Bill Miller Sr., Missourian Editor | Posted: Wednesday, December 21, 2011 5:32 pm 
Regardless of the selection of the new president of the University of Missouri System, it would cause concern and criticism. That’s the case with Timothy Wolfe, who was named by the curators last week as the new president.

As much criticism as there is of Wolfe, untested in academia, there is as much or more of the secrecy surrounding his selection. It should have been more open, critics, including the media, argue. It would have been more open had the finalists been announced, and the curators could have considered the feedback. The other side is that fair to the finalists? Tell them going in that if they are among the finalists their names will be released. It’s not all that damaging to be a finalist.

At any rate the selection has been made. We were disappointed that Brady Deaton, chancellor at the Columbia campus, wasn’t named. He has the experience and certainly knows the system of four campuses.

Regardless of the selection, it’s nearly impossible to please the majority of the faculty members. Most undoubtedly would have preferred someone from academia and we can understand that. But experience tells us that faculty members seldom are pleased with their “boss.” That can be the situation on all levels of academia.

As far as pleasing the students, most of them really aren’t that concerned. Their focus is on their classes and the instructors they have. The students as a whole simply aren’t that close to the higher ups in administration.

As to the alums, most will take a “wait and see” stance. From what we’ve heard in the past, the status of the football and basketball programs have a higher priority with them!

Let’s give Wolfe a chance to prove himself. He’s from the business world and apparently has been successful. He’s entering a different world. It’s going to take time for him to become adjusted.

Being president of a major university requires intelligence, a winning personality, a willingness to listen, even to faculty members, the ability to raise funds, high visibility in the state, skill in dealing with the Legislature and politicians, an innovator’s knack for charting new courses, must be bold, have concern for students, belief in research, be a communicator, surround himself with a competent and experienced-varied inner circle of trusted advisers and, above all, have boundless energy.

If a person has all of those virtues, he or she is going to be a success in academia and let the chips fall!

The university president should be a leader in the state in moving it forward in all aspects of life. That requires leadership coupled with talent.

We wish Timothy Wolfe the very best. In many ways, how MU goes, so goes the state.

Letters to the editor, December 22 

Rash policy-making leads to wasted dollars
Regarding "GOP wants to brainstorm on budget" (Dec. 17): Missouri is facing a $750 million dollar shortfall for next year. The governor's presumptuous request for universities to cover $100 million of this is sickening. But this does not come as a surprise considering the rash and ill-conceived bill that the Missouri Legislature passed and Gov. Jay Nixon signed into effect.

The policy requiring a program to be developed to drug-test recipients of Temporary Assistance for Needy Families suspected of using illegal drugs is detrimental to Missouri's already-strained budget. Such a policy stands to cost the state hundreds of thousands of dollars in drug tests that will be deemed unconstitutional in the court system and won't give the state the rate of return that was the original intent of the policy.

Our leaders are wasting taxpayers' dollars and expecting our universities to make up for lost money. The fact that our current governor signed into effect such a money-wasting policy and now foolishly is asking schools to cover their budget shortfall is embarrassing.

What is even more frightening is that our Legislature will continue to pass programs and policies, such as TANF drug-testing, with the intention of saving the state money but in the end only spending more. It is this rash form of policy-making that needs to be reevaluated and stopped.

Maggie Padek • St. Louis
Casino cash
Regarding "Nixon may ask colleges for loans" (Dec. 16): Perhaps Gov. Jay Nixon should consider borrowing from casinos rather than education. Casino revenue was going to be a savior for education funding.

Nancy Vigland • Hazelwood
Flatly unfair
In the early years of my career, I made friends with two fellow teachers. We worked together for a couple of years. They decided that teaching was not what they wanted to do and turned to the business world. Over the years, they were very successful. They made a lot of money. I enjoyed the rewards of teaching and remained in the public school system. I didn't get rich, but, with annual increments, I enjoyed a reasonably comfortable lifestyle. I retired after 30 years when the state offered to pay me half my salary for the duration. My friends retired with very large bank accounts and profitable investments.

Advocates of a flat-tax system argue that my wealthy friends should pay taxes on their interest and dividends at the same rate as I pay on my retirement checks. I disagree. While I admire their business acumen and applaud their success, I believe I deserve to pay at a lower percentage rate because I chose to teach, knowing I would never get rich and knowing, too, that America will not survive if everybody wants to be a millionaire.

Ed Willis • Oraville, Ill.
Keep water rates fair
Missouri-American Water Co. is asking for authority to implement water rates on a uniform basis statewide. This would increase water rates in the St. Louis County and Jefferson County areas more than the current method. The change would cause the increase to almost double.

Rates are determined by a cost-of-service method, meaning, as the name implies, that the various costs associated with providing water service (including return on investment) are spread to the ratepayers who are provided that service.

If uniform rates are implemented, as MAWC desires, all costs from all the various areas in Missouri serviced by MAWC are totaled and then divided up to all ratepayers the same.

The problem is that MAWC has made some rather inefficient acquisitions simply to "expand" the company. Some of these acquisitions have very high water rates compared to the St. Louis County area. The uniform rate structure that MAWC wants to implement essentially would ask ratepayers in St. Louis County to subsidize MAWC's expensive expansion philosophy.

There are public information meetings on Jan. 8 scheduled by the Missouri Public Service Commission in the St. Louis area. The first, at 11:30 a.m., is at the Thornhill Branch of the St. Louis County Library. The second, at 5:30 p.m., is at the J.C. Penney Conference center at the University of Missouri-St. Louis.

John Ackerman • Town and County
Don't gut regulations
U.S. Rep. Vicky Hartzler, R-Harrisonville, is a proud cosponsor of House Resolution 10, the Regulations from the Executive in Need of Scrutiny Act, known as the REINS Act.

This bill would gut federal agencies of their regulatory powers and transfer this responsibility to Congress. It fundamentally would change the way our government protects the environment and public health of the American people.

According to Ms. Hartzler, "It is time to restore the authority to impose regulations to the elected representatives of the people, etc." So, instead of relying on scientists and issue-area experts in federal agencies to set standards to protect our health and environment, the REINS Act would make the politicians in Congress the arbiters of what is safe for the American people. This is the same Congress that has been so effective in conducting wars and resolving political differences, right?

We're talking about the preparation of food and medical drugs, and regulations affecting nursing homes and industrial workplace safety, the Clean Air Act and regulations designed to keep our rivers and lakes free of pollutants. These are just some of the areas that would be controlled by congressional oversight.

It is a standard Republican political position. Limit or restrict the regulation of banks, Wall Street or business in general because government regulations deprive businesses of some of their profits.

So, if we are content with putting control of our health, safety and environment in the hands of "the people's representatives," then by all means, encourage Congress to take over and pray that the lobbyists do not have a field day.

Carl B. Foster • Warrensburg, Mo.
Doomsday Bill
Regarding "We're soon to face our next big test" (Dec. 19): Whenever I read some St. Louis "doomsday" scenario, it seems to emanate from our hometown "debbie downer" Bill McClellan.

How about advocating to save the Rams, to expand and renew the Gateway Arch lands, to save Forest Park or to build an aquarium?

Who is in charge of promoting our city instead of presiding over its gentle decline? Who will speak up for our city instead of accepting the inevitable? Writers have a great opportunity to rally people, to show their civic pride, to stand up rather than be counted as the walking dead.

It isn't about the Rams. It's about our city. The Rams at least fight against the odds. Our city needs to reenvision itself. Mr. McClellan's columns don't stand up for change; they want to make people accept what he believes is inevitable.

If St. Louis is to be a great city, one of which we are proud, then Mr. McClellan should balance his opinions with what will keep us strong and growing.

Richard Lincoff • St. Louis County
