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	Senators seek audit of Mo. River flooding response 
By CHRIS BLANK 
Associated Press

	JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- U.S. senators from seven Missouri River states have asked the federal Government Accountability Office to examine this summer's heavy flooding throughout the river basin.
The request came in a letter sent Wednesday by 13 senators, who are part of the recently created Missouri River Working Group. It asked the GAO to examine responses to the flooding by the Army Corps of Engineers and factors that affected the corps' decisions. The federal lawmakers also requested any recommendations for improving flood control along the Missouri River.

U.S. Sen. Roy Blunt said Thursday that the working group has kept up pressure over the management of the Missouri River, which flows from Montana southeast to its mouth at the Mississippi River north of St. Louis.

"The letter is a strong statement by senators in the seven states along the river that we want the corps' performance and plans to meet what the priorities are," said Blunt, a Republican from Missouri. "The No.1 priority is supposed to be flood control. Let's see what the corps plans to do to make that the No. 1 priority."

Senators requested that various issues be addressed, including whether the Army Corps fully adhered to its master manual for the river and whether the manual had hindered a timely response to the flooding. Lawmakers also asked the GAO to examine the timing of water releases from upstream reservoirs to determine if they contributed to the flooding.

In addition, the letter asked the GAO to review what role assessments of meteorological forecasts and snowpack played in the flooding and probe the role concerns about endangered species, environmental concerns and flooding on the Mississippi River played in flood control efforts on the Missouri River.

The Army Corps said this fall it was commissioning a study to review its management of the waterway. The corps said its study would be conducted by a four-person review panel consisting of a hydrologist from the National Weather Service, the U.S. Geological Survey and the National Resources Conservation Service and a retired Colorado State University professor of civil engineering.


Blunt Says Entitlement Reform Key to Fixing Federal Budget Woes 

By Evin Fritschle, Missourian Staff Writer | Posted: Wednesday, December 7, 2011 12:00 pm 
Reforming entitlement programs and promoting job growth are the two key issues for getting the federal government back on track, U.S. Sen. Roy Blunt told people at Washington City Hall Friday, Dec. 2.

Blunt said entitlement programs including Medicare and Social Security both need to be looked at.

“This year, for the first time ever, all of the money that came in, 101 percent, went to entitlement programs,” he said.

Blunt’s claims don’t mesh with federal budget offices, however.

According to the 2010 federal fiscal year, the government generated $2.2 trillion in revenue from Social Security, corporate and individual income taxes, and other sources.

About $2.03 trillion of the nation’s $3.5 trillion in expenses during the same fiscal year went toward entitlement programs, according to the White House Office of Management and Budget.

Those programs include Social Security, Medicare and Medicaid, unemployment and other entitlements.

“That means we borrowed money for everything else,” Blunt said.

He said those sort of spending issues should be solved by Congress now, when the House and Senate are split, because responsibility is shared.

Blunt said not reining in spending was “one of the real missed opportunities during the past year.

“They aren’t hard to solve. They’re just hard to solve if no one takes responsibility,” he said.

Worth noting is that $865 billion in Social Security taxes were collected with only $701 billion spent, according to the Congressional Budget Office.

Medicare and Social Security spending is forecast to increase dramatically in the coming years, however, as the number of persons enrolled, and the overall cost of health care, rises rapidly.

There is no 2011 federal budget, as Congress didn’t pass President Barack Obama’s proposed budget for the fiscal year, which ended in September.

The 2012 budget, which Blunt said is beginning to make its way through Congress in a series of appropriations bills, shows $2.6 trillion in estimated revenues and about $3.7 trillion in spending.

Social Security, Medicare, Medicaid and unemployment, welfare and other programs make up $2.1 trillion of that.

The breakdown of those requested funds and the percent change from the 2011 requested, but not enacted, levels is:

Social Security, $761 billion, up 2.6 percent;

Medicare, $485 billion, down 0.6 percent;

Medicaid and the State Children’s Health Insurance Program, or SCHIP, $269 billion, down 2.5 percent; and Unemployment, welfare and other mandatory spending, $612 billion, down 14 percent.

Blunt said politicians have been using tried-and-true tactics of telling people their Social Security benefits are at risk.

Saving the system is doable, he said.

“You can move two or three moving parts and save it,” Blunt said.

Some of those moving parts could include raising the retirement age and contribution rates, including for the wealthy, he said.

Blunt said the national debate on the issue has taken off as those in positions of power realize the “inevitability of the way things are going.”

Creating Jobs
In order to support those entitlement programs, people need jobs.

Mark Wessels, Washington Area Chamber of Commerce president, said Washington leveraged about $3 million in grants to create 120 jobs this year.

That money could be recaptured in only a few years, he said. That was done with stimulus funds, Wessels said.

“But stimulus has now become as bad a word as earmark,” he said.

Blunt said there wasn’t a lot of job creation in the federal stimulus program, also known as the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.

“The federal government can do very little to create private-sector jobs,” he said.

Blunt said the stimulus money instead went to keep people on the job for another year.

“It was money foolishly spent in a lot of cases, but I am a supporter of well thought-out infrastructure,” he said.

Another way to increase revenues would be to pass a tax bill on Internet sales.

Blunt said currently people are supposed to self-report purchases made online.

Sometimes the only reason people are buying products online instead of locally is because the items are 7-10 percent cheaper because there is no sales tax, he said.

While the bill was filed last month has been getting some criticism, the Marketplace Fairness Act “has a chance,” Blunt said.

Blunt is backing the bill, along with other senators from both parties. The bill would create a system for local and state governments to force online retailers to collect the taxes.

Blunt said previously that the bill wouldn’t create a new tax, simply enforce existing taxes.

The lack of collections results in a loss of about $23 billion for state and local governments nationwide each year. The bill would allow small retailers making less than $500,000 in Internet sales annually to not collect the taxes.

The largest Internet retailer, Amazon.com, endorsed the bill earlier this year.

“This is just a fairness issue,” Blunt said. “I’m pleased to be for it.”

Blunt Offers Little Hope for Transportation Bill 

By Evin Fritschle, Missourian Staff Writer | Posted: Wednesday, December 7, 2011 12:00 pm 
Federal government problems are hitting home, according to one U.S. senator.

Republican Sen. Roy Blunt told a small group at the Washington City Hall Friday afternoon that the federal government had “seemingly ceased to function for several years.”

He likely was speaking about Congress and the White House, as governmental agencies have still been in operation even when those branches are on breaks and holidays.

Blunt said the federal government has not had an annual budget for about 940 days and “is barely able to keep the doors open.”

He said the lack of progress has made it hard for local and state governments to get things done, including funding a new Highway 47 bridge in Washington.

Mayor Sandy Lucy said the bridge committee has kept the project moving forward, despite the lack of a long-term federal transportation bill.

“It’s important to pass a transportation bill,” she told Blunt. “We feel if funding were to become available, we could be ready to go, be next in line.”

Blunt said the federal government’s internal debate over “if it wants to become western Europe or not” has led to the standstill, including the lack of a transportation bill.

Once that debate is figured out, he said, Congress can move forward with large-scale plans like a transportation bill.

MoDOT Not Moving
Bob Zick, chairman of Washington’s bridge committee, said MoDOT can’t commit to a $50 million contract with only six-month transportation bills.

John Griesheimer, Franklin County presiding commissioner, said the state lacks funding for more than just big projects.

“There are still MoDOT employees who don’t know if they have a job or not,” Griesheimer said.

The state agency is restructuring amid a budget shortfall. The restructuring includes reducing districts and closing some maintenance facilities.

To get projects done, the state may have to come up with its own funding mechanism, such as a new tax or toll roads, Griesheimer said.

Raising fuel taxes will ultimately be passed on to consumers with an increase in prices for transported goods, said Dan Engemann, deputy district director for U.S. Blaine Luetkemeyer.

Engemann noted that trucking industries are opposed to toll roads as well.

“Ultimately, it will be up to the people to decide what’s most important,” he said.

In Missouri, new taxes must be approved by voters because of a constitutional amendment generally referred to as the Hancock Amendment.

Lack of Commitments
“That’s sort of where we are with everything right now,” Blunt said, citing the lack of what he called reasonable government commitments.

“If MoDOT doesn’t have any money, what makes you think the federal government has it?” he asked.

“The answer is not that the federal government is farther away so they’re the ones who should be predicated upon to come up with the solution,” Blunt said.

Blunt said a proposal from fellow Missouri Sen. Claire McCaskill to cut infrastructure improvement spending in Afghanistan and instead spend that money in the United States likely won’t go anywhere.

Blunt called the proposal “very good politics,” however.

While he didn’t offer any encouraging remarks for a federal transportation bill, Blunt did say having state and local control for spending projects typically creates better results.

“We’ve got to get as good about spending government money as businesses have in competing on a global level,” he said.

“We may have to look at the transportation system and be sure we’re funding it appropriately,” Blunt said, noting that higher fuel efficiency standards from the White House and electric cars could reduce the amount of fuel tax governments collect.

	Brunner calls for debates, while Steelman notes she called for them first 
	




	By Jo Mannies, Beacon political reporter    

	Posted 5:09 pm Thu., 12.8.11 

	The campaign for Republican U.S. Senate candidate John Brunner today announced that he is calling for "a series of debates with his primary opponents," who are competing to challenge U.S. Sen. Claire McCaskill, D-Mo.

New Brunner campaign manager Jon Seaton (formerly with the presidential campaign of former hopeful Tim Pawlenty) "proposed that the campaigns meet as soon as possible to come to an agreement on a series of debates between now and the August Primary Election.

"Missourians are telling John Brunner they are fed up with Claire McCaskill who has gone along with Barack Obama in support of job-killing policies and out of control spending," Seaton wrote. "This is why our campaign is proposing a series of Republican U.S. Senate Primary debates before Tuesday, August 7, 2012, so that Republican voters can see which of us is the strongest candidate to take on Claire McCaskill and win."

A spokesman for one of Brunner's rivals, former state Treasurer Sarah Steelman, said she welcomed Brunner's proposal -- but noted that she had called for debates two months ago.

Steelman even jabbed Brunner in a tweet, asserting that when it comes to debates, "On Oct. 5 I called for debates. Akin agreed - now the other opponent thinks he just came up with the idea! Go figure?. #nospine #mosen"

(UPDATE: The tweet appeared to have been removed by Thursday mid-evening from Steelman's Twitter page, as viewed by the Beacon and some other political bloggers. But the tweet reappeared later, and the candidate and her campaign said the tweet had never been removed.)

Spokesman Sam Steelman, son of the candidate, cited his mother's letters calling for debates that Brunner had ignored in October. Sam Steelman said that two radio stations, in Kansas City and St. Louis, have sought -- and failed -- to get responses from Brunner about their debate proposals.

Steelman, said her son, "will debate any time, any where."

Seaton apparently expected Steelman to take such a tack, by observing in his letter that Brunner's campaign hoped to avoid "a debate over debates."

"Too often, politicians try to score points in the media by 'debating debates,' Seaton wrote. "Frankly, this is a distraction and we hope we can agree that the best thing we can do as Republicans is spend our time focusing on the issues that voters truly care about. They deserve to see and hear the candidates side by side debating important issues and differences."

Seaton emphasized that Brunner, a St. Louis businessman, has been traveling the state "on a manufacturing and jobs tour where he is meeting with workers and job creators..." who share concerns about the economy and federal spending.

Steelman has been making the same points about government for months, as has the third announced Republican in the contest, U.S. Rep. Todd Akin, R-Wildwood.

Akin, who is in Washington, has yet to comment on Brunner's debate proposal.


	Gingrich not 'trustworthy leader,' would lose to Obama, Talent says 


	By Robert Koenig, Beacon Washington correspondent    

	Posted 12:19 pm Thu., 12.8.11 

	WASHINGTON - Playing an attack role in Mitt Romney's new effort to fend off his chief rival, former U.S. Sen. Jim Talent said Thursday that Newt Gingrich "is not a reliable or trustworthy leader" and would likely lose a presidential race to Barack Obama.

"If the nominee is Newt Gingrich, then the election is going to be about the Republican nominee, which is exactly what the Democrats want," Talent said in a conference call arranged by Romney's campaign. "If they can make it about the Republican nominee, then the president is going to win."

In an early salvo in Romney's coordinated campaign to undermine Gingrich's conservative credentials, Talent was joined by former New Hampshire governor and former White House staff chief John H. Sununu. Both men questioned the former House speaker's leadership and accused him of damaging the conservative agenda by criticizing part of a budget plan by U.S. Rep. Paul Ryan, R-Wis., who last spring proposed a voucher-like system for Medicare.

Talent — a St. Louisan who served in the U.S. House when Gingrich was speaker in the 1990s — said he had reluctantly concluded that Gingrich "is not a reliable or trustworthy leader." While the former speaker "says interesting and insightful things," Talent asserted that Gingrich "also says outrageous things that come from nowhere, and he has a tendency to say them at exactly the time when they most undermine the conservative agenda."

As a prime example, Talent said it was "inaccurate" and wrong-headed for Gingrich, a self-styled conservative, to criticize Ryan's Medicare plan as a form of social engineering. Gingrich's remarks last spring "came from nowhere," Talent said, and "completely blindsided" Ryan and his conservative backers.

Sununu echoed that criticism, describing Gingrich's comments as "self-serving [and] anti-conservative." He said the former speaker's criticism of Ryan's Medicare plan — a proposal that was roundly denounced by most Democrats — was "a perfect example of irrational behavior that you do not want in the commander in chief."

Gingrich had initially criticized the Ryan Medicare plan, as "right-wing social engineering." But, after being hit by conservative outrage over his comments, later apologized to Ryan and retreated on his criticism. He has since sought to align his health-care policies closer to conservative principles, allies say.

This week, Gingrich met with prominent conservatives at a hotel near Washington, D.C., to answer questions for about two hours. The Washington Post quoted one participant as saying "there were some tough questions that were asked, but [Gingrich] stood up there and answered the questions and appeared to be honest and truthful."

While he shares many ideas with GOP conservatives, Gingrich has not always had a close relationship with then. He had championed the GOP "Contract with America" that helped lead to a Republican majority in the 1994 elections — and thus blocked then-Rep. Dick Gephardt, D-St. Louis, from becoming speaker. Riding that wave, Gingrich served as speaker from 1995 until the end of 1998.

The day after Republicans lost five House seats in the November 1998 elections, Gingrich — who had been accused of numerous ethics violations and had barely turned back a GOP "coup" attempt to topple him the year before — announced that he would quit the House. Referring to the rebellion in the GOP ranks against him, Gingrich said: "I'm willing to lead, but I'm not willing to preside over people who are cannibals."

Talent said Thursday that he and other House Republicans had concluded "that Speaker Gingrich could not continue as our leader. ... And it was exactly because of the kind of thing he just did to Paul Ryan." In those days, Talent said he and other GOP House members "would get up every morning, you would have to check the newspapers and clippings ... to see what the speaker had said that day that you were going to have to clean up after in your own district."

Another Missouri Republican who had served in the House with Gingrich is U.S. Sen. Roy Blunt, R-Mo., who was a freshman congressman during Gingrich's stormy final two years as speaker. But Blunt, who is acting as Romney's point person on Capitol Hill in lining up congressional support, declined Thursday to criticize Gingrich during a conference call with journalists.

"I served my first two years in the House when Newt Gingrich was speaker. I don't have any particular reflections on that," Blunt said with a laugh. "I do think that Newt's a bright guy who brings lots of ideas to the table. And I think a debate between Gingrich and Romney for a few weeks will be a debate between two smart guys who have different backgrounds."

So far, Romney is far ahead of Gingrich and other GOP presidential hopefuls in lining up endorsements. But on Thursday, Gingrich announced the first of his House backers, picking up an endorsement from Rep. Lynn Westmoreland, R-Ga. Staffers say Gingrich will announce other endorsements in the near future.

In a statement that seemed aimed to refute Talent's criticisms, Westmoreland called Gingrich "a true conservative and a proven leader who has focused his campaign on the issues, presenting real solutions to the problems facing our country today. ... He is uniting conservatives across the country, and I believe he is the best man to defeat President Obama."


Judge to dismiss lawsuit challenging Missouri congressional districts

BY JASON HANCOCK • jhancock@post-dispatch.com > 573-635-6178 
JEFFERSON CITY • A Cole County judge signaled today that he will dismiss a pair of lawsuits alleging that congressional districts drawn by the state Legislature earlier this year are unconstitutional.

Gerald Greiman, a St. Louis attorney arguing against the congressional map, said he expects Judge Daniel Green's order to dismiss the lawsuit to come in the next day or two, and that he will immediately file an appeal to the state Supreme Court.

"It looks like this will be in front of the Supreme Court sooner rather than later," Greiman said, later adding: "We always expected the ultimate decision would be made by the Supreme Court."

While Green didn't formally issue his order today, he instructed James Layton, who defended the map on behalf of the Missouri attorney general's office, to draw up a proposed judgment for him to sign.

Two separate lawsuits were brought challenging the map, and attorneys for both argued against the dismissal this afternoon.

The first was brought by Democrats in St. Louis. It argues that the Republican-dominated state Legislature ignored mandates regarding compactness and uniformity of congressional districts in order to dilute the votes of Democrats.

"A political party used its commanding majority to rig congressional elections in its favor for the next 10 years," Greiman said. "Republicans have always been 50 percent of the voters in Missouri, but under this map they represent 75 percent of the state's congressional delegation."

In St. Louis, the map eliminates one of two districts covering the city - the seat currently held by Democrat Russ Carnahan - and moves a greater share of the city's suburbs to Republican-leaning districts.

"It is readily feasible to draw a better map that eliminates gerrymandering," Greiman said.

The second lawsuit was filed by Republicans in Kansas City, arguing that legislators were only trying to protect incumbents when they designed the new map, pointing to the new Fifth District represented by Democrat Emanuel Cleaver. The district stretches from urban and suburban Kansas City 100 miles east into rural Missouri.

Jamie Barker Landes, an attorney representing this group of plaintiffs, said the Fifth District's new design ensures rural voices will be drowned out by urban voices in future congressional elections. 

Both suits asked Judge Green to throw out the map and redraw a new one before February, when filing for the November 2012 ballot will begin.

Layton asked the judge to dismiss the lawsuits without a trial, arguing that the plaintiffs failed to show that lawmakers ignored requirements for compact congressional districts. He also said plaintiffs failed to show that there was no justified basis for how the districts were drawn.

Layton did concede, however, that the new Fifth District's design was "problematic," but said that did not justify throwing out the entire map. More than half of the rest of Missouri's eight districts are more compact under the new map than under the one drafted 10 years ago, he said, a contention that was challenged by a plaintiff's attorney.

Missouri lost one of its congressional seats because its population did not grow as fast as other states. Gov. Jay Nixon, a Democrat, vetoed the map shortly after lawmakers passed it. That veto was overridden, however, with the help of four African-American House Democrats from St. Louis and Kansas City.

Greiman said the appeal to the Supreme Court would ask the judges to overturn Green's dismissal and order the lawsuits back to Circuit Court for a trial.

	Mo. judge signals support for new US House map 
By CHRIS BLANK 
Associated Press

	JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- A judge indicated Thursday that he will dismiss a pair of lawsuits challenging Missouri's new congressional districts, a decision opponents vowed to immediately appeal to the state Supreme Court.
At a hearing in Cole County Circuit Court, Judge Dan Green said it appeared those challenging the districts had a "political quarrel" over the map approved by the Republican-controlled Missouri Legislature. He asked attorneys defending the new map to provide him a proposed judgment in their favor but did not indicate when he would issue a ruling.

Gerry Greiman, an attorney for several Democrats who sued, said the map could unfairly guarantee the Republicans three-quarters of the state's congressional seats and promised to appeal the ruling as soon as it's made.

"It cannot be and is not the law of Missouri that a political party can use its commanding majority in the state Legislature to rig future congressional elections in its favor for the next 10 years," Greiman said. "Yet, that is exactly what the Missouri General Assembly did in this case."

Candidates can begin filing Feb. 28 for next year's elections.

Missouri lawmakers redrew the state's congressional districts earlier this year to merge the existing nine districts into eight - a change necessary because the 2010 census revealed that Missouri's population grew more slowly than the nation's during the past decade. Lawmakers enacted the new maps by overriding a veto by Democratic Gov. Jay Nixon.

Under the new map, the St. Louis area district currently held by Democratic Rep. Russ Carnahan was essentially eliminated and divided among neighboring districts. The Kansas City area also got a new look. An urban district held by Democratic Rep. Emanual Cleaver was stretched into some rural counties while a largely rural district held by Republican Rep. Sam Graves dipped down to take in more of suburban Kansas City.

Two lawsuits were filed. One suit focused particularly on a Kanas City area, arguing it is not compact and alleging Missouri lawmakers developed it with an eye toward protecting incumbents.

The other lawsuit, financed by the National Democratic Redistricting Trust, contends that the new districts are not compact, deny some residents equal rights and reflect the use of government power to benefit a few instead of looking out for the general welfare.

Missouri Solicitor General James Layton, who defended the map in court, said four congressional districts became more compact under the new map. He acknowledged that the Kansas City-area district could be "problematic" but not so much so that it should bring down all the districts.

"It's hard to fault the General Assembly for improving on compactness," Layton said.

Carnahan, who has not said which St. Louis-area district he will seek to represent, said he remains hopeful that the state Supreme Court will declare the new map unconstitutional and redraw it.

The state Legislature "drew six Republican seats and two Democratic seats, and you can't do that without some wild gerrymandering and line drawing - and that's exactly what they did," Carnahan told The Associated Press.


	Missouri Municipal League joins fight against dropping state income tax 


	By Jo Mannies, Beacon political reporter    

	Posted 10:09 am Thu., 12.8.11 

	The Missouri Municipal League is among the latest groups to join both statewide coalitions in opposing the proposals to eliminate Missouri's income tax and replace it with a larger sales tax.

Missourians for Fair Taxation, which calls the plan the "Almost Everything Tax," is announcing the league's support as part of the opposition effort aimed at discouraging Missouri voters from signing the petititons needed to get the tax swap on the 2012 ballot.

The league also has joined a companion coalition, the Coalition for Missouri's Future.

Dan Ross, the league's executive director, says the proposed constitutional amendment would increase the financial problems that cities and towns already face. "It doesn't take an economist to see that this won't generate enough revenue,'' Ross said in an interview. "It will just make things worse."

Backers of the change, led by a group called Let Voters Decide, contend that eliminating Missouri's income tax -- now largely 6 percent -- and replacing it with a sales tax will encourage economic development. The proposed sales tax would be restricted to no more than 10 percent, including the local sales taxes already imposed.

Let Voters Decide is now in the midst of collecting the signatures from registered voters to get the proposal on the 2012 ballot.

Ross said that the 10 percent restriction would likely force some communities to reduce their local sales taxes, which had been approved by voters. The proposal would limit the statewide sales tax to no more than 7 percent, up from the 4 percent or 4.225 percent that the state now imposes.

Both sides cite dueling budget experts. Missourians for Fair Taxation, which includes the state's real estate industry, contends that the change would reduce state income by at least $2.5 billion a year -- forcing severe cuts.

Let Voters Decide contends that the economic growth would increase sales tax revenues, and bring in more state money. Let Voters Decide is primarily bankrolled by wealthy financier Rex Sinquefield, one of the state's most prominent campaign donors.


Gov. Nixon reacts to Pujols departure 

by Mark Slavit
COLUMBIA, MO. -- Missouri Governor Jay Nixon said Cardinal Nation will hate to see Albert Pujols go.

Nixon said he is confident with the Cardinals’ strong farm system and their world championship team that they will have other players to fill the void.

Nixon said World Series Most Valuable Player David Freese is just one of many young players to help the Cardinals continue their winning tradition.

Nixon said, “We would want a player of Albert’s stature to do his entire career as a Cardinal like Stan Musial did.  Certainly, I’m disappointed when an icon decides to take the dollars and head to California.  The Cardinals have a tradition much bigger than any one individual.  With Wainwright back next year, hopefully Freese will be healthy the whole year and additional dollars will be available to be in the market to augment that line up.  Matt Holliday’s hand should be fixed by next year.  I’m very optimistic about where the Cardinals are going to be come February.”

Nixon said the Cardinals will remain competitive in Major League Baseball for many generations.

	University of Missouri system studies 3 percent tuition hike 


	By Dale Singer, Beacon reporter    

	Posted 7:05 pm Thu., 12.8.11 

	With no increase in appropriations from the state and a tuition increase of 3 percent, the University of Missouri system faces a budget gap of $64.3 million in the fiscal year that begins next July. And given the state’s fiscal troubles and the likelihood that the university will seek authority to raise tuition more than the cost of living, that shortfall is a moving target.

Those were the numbers presented to the university’s Board of Curators meeting at its St. Louis campus on Thursday. Nikki Krawitz, the system’s vice president for finance and administration, said the university will have to wait until January, for the national Consumer Price Index for 2011 and Gov. Jay Nixon’s budget proposals, before it can finalize its own fiscal plan. Once those numbers are available, curators are expected to vote in February.

But there seems to be little question about whether state appropriations will be more than last year,’s which were down 7.5 percent from the year before. Krawitz said the latest word from the governor’s office is that the state is looking at a $780 million budget shortfall, so no increase is expected.

Because state appropriations make up 37 percent of the university’s budget, while tuition accounts for 49 percent, a tuition increase is almost a certainty.

“As of the end of October,” Krawitz said, “state revenues weren’t looking very good at all. We have been talking with the state, and our appropriations will be flat.

“I think it’s next year they are really concerned about now. When you are looking for general revenue, there aren’t a whole lot of places they can go.”

Under the proposal presented to the board Thursday, tuition at three of the system’s campuses – St. Louis, Columbia and Kansas City would rise at the same rate as inflation nationally; at the Rolla campus, Missouri University of Science and Technology, the increase would be 2 percent higher than the rate of inflation, to help raise more money for students who need financial aid.

Under state law, if the university wants to raise tuition by more than the rate of inflation, it would have to seek a waiver from the state Department of Higher Education.

The proposed increases would put tuition and fees for resident undergraduate students at between $8,989 and $9,084, depending on which campus they attend. Krawitz said that figure remains below the average of $9,185 for tuition and fees for undergraduates at comparable universities.

“We don’t have to increase our tuition dramatically unless our state support is cut,” Krawitz said. “But just to keep our head above water, we have to do that. We’re getting squeezed on all sides.”

Also proposed is a new tuition rate for students at the Columbia campus who come from counties that border Missouri, in all eight states. The proposal sets the tuition rate at halfway between the resident and the nonresident rate; if the discount is approved, university officials estimate that an additional 85 students would enroll at Mizzou from those counties.

In a series of charts and graphs, Krawitz traced how support for public higher education in Missouri has declined in recent years:

· In fiscal 1991, spending for higher education as a percentage of total general revenue for the state was more than 15 percent; it peaked the next year, then started a decline that brought it to just 10 percent in the current fiscal year – about $790 million.

· Compared with the eight states that surround Missouri, both state appropriations for higher education per capita and support per $1,000 in personal income ranked dead last, as well as being far below the national average in both cases.

· Between 2001 and now, state support for higher education has dropped by 10.5 percent, during a period that the Consumer Price Index has risen 27.2 percent. While enrollment at the university has grown 30 percent in that time, state appropriations for each full-tme student equivalent have dropped 35 percent.

The effect of those numbers has been dramatic, Krawitz said, particularly in regard to the university payroll. Faculty salaries rank at or near the bottom of those at comparable universities, and increased class sizes could affect the quality of education. The university also has a backlog of $1 billion in renovation and repair. Krawitz said 70 percent of students at the university get some form of financial aid, which means that on average, they pay well below the sticker price for their education.

At the same time the curators were meeting at UMSL, the Coordinating Board for Higher Education was meeting in Jefferson City to consider a concept called “performance funding,” under which public support for universities would be determined not by enrollment or other factors but by a complex formula that takes into account how well the school is performing. The board accepted the report, with details to be ironed out next year.

Krawitz said that under the plan, the University of Missouri would use consolidated data from all of its campuses to make its case and receive funding based on consolidated performance.

All four-year institutions would be judged by five measures:

· Student progress, including how many freshmen return for their sophomore year and how many degree-seeking students complete 24 hours in their first year.

· The rate at which students graduate after six years, including the total number of degrees awarded by each school.

· How well students perform on national examinations.

· Affordability, including the percent of the budget spent on a school’s core mission and whether tuition plus state appropriations for each student increases at or below the rate of inflation.

The fifth criterion would be particular to each institution, with the University of Missouri using federally funded spending on research and development.

The new funding formula is expected to go into effect with the 2013-14 school year, so performance in the school year that begins next fall would be the last chance to influence the first year of funding.


State Auditor: 2,400 St. Louis voters double-registered

December 8, 2011 | Filed under: Politics | Posted by: Tim Sampson 

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. – More than 2,000 St. Louis voters are double registered in other parts of the state, an oversight that helped earn the St. Louis Board of Election Commissioners the second lowest performance rating possible from the state auditor.

On Wednesday, the auditor’s office issued a report detailing a number of improprieties by the board, including its failure to routinely update its database of registered voters. The auditor said this shortcoming is responsible for some 2,400 St. Louis voters also being registered in other parts of the state.

“Many city voters are registered in both the city and another location, which increases the risk of voter fraud occurring during elections,” the report reads.

In all, the state found that 1,050 St. Louis voters were listed as “active” voters in two locations and that 231 voters were registered twice within the city.

Although these double registrations were highlighted as a deficiency in the way the Board of Election Commissioners handles election procedures, the board notes that this is a significant improvement over the last state audit in 2004, which found some 15,000 duplicate voter registrations.

“(I)t is important to place the word ‘many’ in perspective,” the board wrote in response to the auditor’s findings. “As a practical matter, the more than 2,400 potentially duplicate voter registrations found by the auditor’s represent just over 1 percent of the nearly 225,000 registered voters in the City of St. Louis.”

Additionally, the audit found several other violations of best practice procedures, including failure to abide by the state’s open meetings laws and to seek out competitive bids for several large purposes. These deficiencies led the auditor to give the board a “fair” rating, the second lowest of four possible ratings he can give a public institution.

The threat of voter fraud has been a hot button issue in the state capitol in recent years, with the legislature having approved a measure that would require votes to show photo IDs at the polls. That proposal will be put to Missouri voters next year to ultimately decide.

Many Republican supporters of the photo ID measure say it’s a critical proposal to help prevent voter fraud, but opponents say it’s a solution to a problem that does not exist and will lead to disproportionately poor and minority voters being disenfranchised. The Secretary of State’s Office says there have been no proven cases of voter impersonation fraud in Missouri in recent history.

Veterans support raising gaming entry fees

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. — If state veterans’ groups get their way, it may soon cost a dollar more to enter the state’s casinos.

Dewey Rhein of the Missouri Association of Veterans Organizations testified at a House hearing Wednesday and said his group supports raising entry fees to the state’s casinos with the proceeds going to fund Missouri veterans’ programs. Members of the House appropriations committee that oversees the state’s veterans programs were told earlier in the hearing that raising entry fees by one dollar would generate about $46 million a year.

Rhein said at that rate, veterans’ programs would no longer be dependent on the state’s general revenue fund for support. It would also allow the Missouri Veterans Commission to begin the process of building a new veterans home to replace the aging home at Mexico, and plan for other new facilities around the state.

Veterans Commission Executive Director Larry Kay told the committee that there are currently 1,722 veterans on the waiting list to get into the state’s veterans homes. Committee chairman, Rep. Chris Kelly, D-Columbia, told members that he wants to hear a number of ideas on how to increase funding for state veterans’ programs. Kay said the commission needs $13.3 million dollars to keep the homes operating as they do now.

Poplar Bluff man to still run for Senate

Friday, December 9, 2011
Daily American Republic 

POPLAR BLUFF, Mo. -- Conservative Republican Doug Libla on Thursday confirmed his intention to seek his party's nomination for the Missouri State Senate in the newly drawn 33rd District. 

Libla, co-owner of Poplar Bluff-based Mid Continent Nail Corp., has extensive business experience. Mid Continent Nail, which has been in business since 1987, has more than 300 employees. 

"I am pleased that district lines are finalized, and I am eager to continue spreading our message of job creation, tax cuts, reduced government spending and protection of our freedoms," Libla said. "I'm grateful for the warm, enthusiastic reception our campaign has received so far and I look forward to making a lot of new friends and supporters in the nine counties that now make up the 33rd District." 

Libla, 59, is a rural conservative who describes himself as pro-life and pro-gun rights. He announced his candidacy for Senate in late August. 

The new 33rd District, unveiled by a judicial panel this month, incorporates Butler, Carter, Dent, Howell, Oregon, Ozark, Ripley, Shannon and Texas counties. 

Pertinent address: 

Poplar Bluff, MO 

Support for meth bill sought by Springfield police 

Police, faced with a record number of meth labs, are asking for help.
Springfield Police Chief Paul Williams will ask city leaders next week to support a proposal for a new state law that would require a prescription for a common decongestant used to make meth.
Despite a statewide tracking system regulating pseudoephedrine that went online at the first of the year, police data shows the number of meth labs found in Springfield has increased.
"It's getting worse," Williams said. He added that 96 labs have been found so far this year. Last year, 67 were found.
Citing successes in other states that have adopted a prescription-only law, Williams argues that a statewide mandate could make a significant impact in limiting local production.
"It's really gotta be something to stop it at the source," he said.
Lynn Morris, owner of the Ozark-based Family Pharmacy, plans to counter Williams' arguments at a Plans and Policies Committee hearing on Thursday.
Morris noted that the database system, which links 1,300 pharmacies across Missouri, is less than a year old.
"Let's go ahead and let that program run a full year," he said.
Under the program, pharmacists collect driver's license information in an online database and track the amount of pseudoephedrine a person purchases in a set period of time.
If that amount exceeds the 9-gram limit in 30 days, the buyer is flagged and the sale is denied. An individual customer is also barred from buying more than 3.6 grams -- 120 standard tablets -- of any pseudoephedrine product in one day.
Morris believes the system works, adding that his stores "turn down people every week."
Morris also noted that the pharmaceutical industry made a significant investment for the system and its maintenance. He said he objects to laws that would make that 
system obsolete.
"They should've thought that out," he said.
Morris cited added inconvenience and cost for the average consumer if a state law requiring prescriptions were to be approved.
"It's 1 or 2 percent of bad people making the other 98 percent pay for it."
Williams acknowledged the law likely would make treating a cold less convenient, but he said he believes it would be worth it.
Oregon implemented a prescription-only system in 2006. Meth incidents there dropped from 501 in 2005 to 30 in 2010, according to data from the National Clandestine Laboratory Seizure System.
Mississippi also reported a significant drop after adopting a similar law last year.
Williams said Missouri's current tracking system "has not been the panacea it was supposed to be."
The Missouri House passed a prescription-only bill earlier this year, but it failed in the Senate.
Similar bills were defeated or failed to make it to a vote in Arkansas, Kansas, Kentucky and West Virginia.
Some Missouri cities, including Scott City, Cape Girardeau and Joplin, have implemented prescription-only bans.

Police seize products believed to be illegal synthetic drugs from St. Charles County shops

ST. CHARLES COUNTY • Police on Thursday raided three shops and seized an undisclosed amount of what they believe are illegal synthetic drugs used to get high.

"The goal is to let these vendors know we're well aware of the fact that they've been blatantly selling these controlled substances," said St. Charles County Sheriff Tom Neer.

If lab tests verify that the items are illegal, he said, the case will be turned over to county prosecutors for possible charges. He said search warrants were issued after tests on identical products obtained during an ongoing three-month investigation showed they are banned.

The raids were carried out at South 94 Bait, Tackle and Smoke Shop, 6301 Weldon Spring Road, Weldon Spring; Retro-Active, 458 Mid Rivers Mall Drive, St. Peters; and the Hook-Up, 1198 Lake Saint Louis Boulevard, Lake Saint Louis. No one was arrested.

Representatives of the stores said the products' supplier gave them copies of lab tests showing they don't contain anything banned by state law.

"What we have is organic and natural," said Pam Tabatt, who owns the South 94 store. "I'm very confident it is legal and will be returned to us."

Sheriff's Detective William Parks said some items are "basically a synthesized cross between methamphetamine and Ecstasy."

"It's horrible stuff," he said.

Store owners said confiscated items include products with names such as Peruvian Kryptonite Bud, Mood Rite and Mad Hatter.

Brenda Grafeman, owner of Retro-Active, said she relied on what the supplier told her store and that there might be contradictory lab tests. After the seizure, she said, she voluntarily pulled similar products from her three other stores in north St. Louis County, Troy, Mo., and Columbia, Mo.

Over the past two years, the Legislature and St. Charles County Council have barred types of synthetic drugs — which law enforcement officials and doctors say have been a growing problem. Neer said synthetic drugs are believed to be involved in two serious road crashes in recent months in the county, including one fatal accident.

Last year, lawmakers made it a crime to possess a marijuana-like substance called K2. They followed that up this year with a law banning so-called "bath salts" and some additional marijuana-type chemical compounds. The new measure, which took effect Aug. 28, also has a general prohibition against any 'synthetic cannabinoid."

Gov. Nixon and First Lady unload donated venison 

COLUMBIA, MO. -- Missouri Governor Jay Nixon and First Lady Georganne Nixon were in Columbia to help unload 800 pounds of donated venison.

Missouri’s First Couple promoted this year’s Share the Harvest program at the Food Bank for Central and Northeast Missouri.

For the past 20 years, the Share the Harvest program has provided venison to families in need through food banks and food pantries across Missouri.

Share the Harvest organizers reimburse participating meat processors for part of the cost of packaging the venison which was donated by Missouri hunters.

Food Bank Executive Director Peggy Kirkpatrick said, “So many times hunters and sports people that have guns are vilified.  The governor is bringing another side to it.  I appreciate that.  I deeply appreciate the share the harvest program simply because of the great partnership between the hunters and helping to feed hungry people.”

6,100 deer were processed through Share the Harvest during the last hunting season.

Those deer produced more than 350,000 pounds of venison for needy families.

Missouri hunters fight hunger by sharing deer harvest

COLUMBIA — Missouri hunters donated more than 800 pounds of venison that were unloaded Thursday at The Food Bank for Central and Northeast Missouri.
Supported by the Missouri Department of Conservation, the Missouri Conservation Federation, local food banks and meat processors, the Share the Harvest program has received about 7,500 pounds of venison so far this year from hunters in central and northeast Missouri.

Sharing the harvest in Boone County

Here are the local processors who are involved in Share the Harvest:

- Crane's Meat Processing: 11657 E. Englewood Road, Ashland, 573-657-2501.

- Tune's Locker Plant, 114 W. Sneed St., Centralia, 573-682-2517.

- Wolf Deer Processing, 17661 N. Adams Road, Centralia, 573-682-1507. 

For the past 20 years, the public-private cooperation has benefited low-income families.

In 2010, about 6,100 deer that produced 350,000 pounds of venison were processed through Share the Harvest. Hunters donated 4,600 deer in 2009 and 4,200 in 2008.

Gov. Jay Nixon, who helped unload venison Thursday morning at the food bank with First Lady Georganne Nixon, said he was pleased by the increase in participation.

"This year, through the support of my administration to the Missouri Association of Food Banks and our private partners, we are able to accept 10,000 deer — that's our goal," Nixon said. 

Nixon, a hunter, said he has personally participated in the program for the past four years. "I harvested a deer from Pulaski County after attempting to harvest one further north earlier in the season," he said. 

Though the main portion of the deer hunting season ended last Sunday, "it's still time to get involved," Nixon said. "There are still deer out there, and we are still in a situation where we can meet our targets." 

The archery season is ongoing through Dec. 31 and the hunting calendar also marks an upcoming muzzleloader season and a January youth hunt.

"Any contribution will make a real difference," Nixon said.

After killing deer, hunters should tell their local meat processor how much venison they'd like to contribute, from a few pounds to an entire deer.

In addition, Nixon noted the financial incentives for hunters to donate.

There is no charge to process donated venison in many places across the state, and in every case, partners strive to keep the costs processing down for participating hunters, he said.

Peggy Kirkpatrick, executive director of The Food Bank for Central and Northeast Missouri, thanked Missouri hunters for their generosity.

"The meat is now ready to go to different food pantries and will be donated to needy families," Kirkpatrick said, noting the value of protein in a balanced diet.

Depending on the supply, each family might receive one or two packages of one pound of meat, she said.

Through this action, Nixon said, Missouri hunters are encouraged to fight hunger and foster hope. 

UM curators moving to increase tuition again 

By Tim Barker • tbarker@post-dispatch.com > 314-340-8350 | Posted: Friday, December 9, 2011 12:05 am
Tuition at the University of Missouri may be on its way up again.

The four-campus system's Board of Curators on Thursday took initial steps toward a tuition increase that could see undergraduate tuition rise by at least 3 percent starting next summer.

Curators aren't expected to take action on the matter until early next year, but system officials suggested tuition needs to rise, even if the state doesn't cut funding for the 2013 fiscal year.

They expect to know more about state support next month when Gov. Jay Nixon delivers his annual State of the State address.

But at this point, it seems unlikely that higher education will escape the knife.

Much like last year and the year before that, legislators are grappling with a shortfall.

Nikki Krawitz, the system's vice president of finance, told curators at a meeting at the University of Missouri-St. Louis that the state needs to plug a $780 million gap, created by declining federal Medicaid payments and the need to replace one-time federal stimulus money.

"From a pessimistic perspective, each of our campuses is looking at the potential for a reduction in state appropriations," Krawitz said.

It's unclear what impact further reductions would have on the proposed tuition increases. But according to board documents, a 1 percent cut in state funding equals a loss of $3.9 million, while a 1 percent increase in tuition raises $4.4 million.

The tuition proposal calls for undergraduate tuition to increase 3 percent at the campuses in St. Louis, Columbia and Kansas City. A larger, 5 percent increase, is being considered for students at the Missouri University of Science and Technology in Rolla.

The 3 percent figure is based on what is expected to be the rate of inflation as measured by the Consumer Price Index. Anything above that requires the system to apply for a waiver from the Commissioner for Higher Education, as the system did earlier this year when it passed tuition increases averaging 5.5 percent for the four campuses.

Rising tuition and declining state support have been a way of life for higher education for years as the funding formula for colleges has shifted dramatically. In 2001, state funding represented 55.4 percent of the system's budget. This year, the number has fallen to 31.6 percent.

The tuition increases would be accompanied by a host of increases in fees at the various campuses. Among them: The Trulaske College of Business at MU would raise its course fee 32.8 percent to $70.10 per credit hour; the Mizzou journalism school would raise its course fee 18.3 percent to $60 per credit hour; and the Missouri University of Science and Technology would raise all of its supplemental course fees 10.4 percent.

Also included in the discussion is a new Border County Tuition rate for Mizzou, that would apply to all students from counties bordering the state. They would pay a rate midway between the resident and nonresident tuition rates. The school estimates it could pull in 85 additional students from those counties.

MISSOURINET
Sorting out the postal service (AUDIO)

December 8, 2011 By Bob Priddy 

The Postal Service has several things in progress….and some Missourians might be having trouble keeping them straight. We’re dealing with a change in postal standards, the consolidation of service centers, and the planned closing of dozens of local post offices in Missouri.

We’ve consulted with service spokesman Valerie Welch in the St. Louis regional office to get straightened out.


interview with valerie welch 19:12 mp3
 

Download 
The closings of local post offices won’t start happening until after Christmas. There’s no specific date for closings to begin.

Those offices are serviced by regional sorting centers. Some of them–Cape Girardeau and Springfield, for example—will close in March and their duties will move to St. Louis and Kansas City. That will slow deliveries so that means existing delivery standards will be changing after March.

Welch says all of this is caused by a 25 percent drop in first class mail use. “We need people to write letters!” she says. “And the sad things is that kids today don’t know how to address a letter. /They don’t even know how to write one. They know how to instant text…and stuff like that. /But they really have no letter-writing skills and that’s kind of sad.”

She says the Postal Service is joining the electronic environment. She says its mobile aps are some of the most used mobile aps in the country. She says the postal services just has to get people used to using its aps and other online services so it can attract younger customers that have grown up in a mobile, electrictronic society.

Welch says the postal service has to do what a lot of traditional information delivery systems are doing—find a niche that’s profitable.

Download 
Download 
BLOG ZONE 
Senators write Corps on flooding -- while ducking an actual decision

The Kansas City Star Blog - Dave Helling 

Missouri Sens. Roy Blunt and Claire McCaskill, along with other senators, continue to pressure the Army Corps of Engineers to make more storage space available in upper-river reservoirs to that snow and rain next year won’t cause another flood event downstream.

But the senators have so far refused to make their own recommendation for water storage space. 

Why? Because it leaves them free to fully second-guess the Corps next year no matter what its engineers decide to do — and no matter what happens with the weather.

In the letter (attached below), the senators say the 2011 flood has damaged downstream levees, and that the Corps should take that into consideration when planning water storage space behind up-river reservoirs this winter and spring.

“It is crucial that water releases prior to March 1, 2012 be well above (emphasis added) what would otherwise be the case without the reality of damaged levees,” the letter says.

What, exactly, does “well above” mean? The senators don’t say.

Normally, the Corps can set aside up to 22% of the reservoirs’ space for spring floodwater, about 16.3 million acre-feet. It could decide to set aside more space — say, 25%, or 30%, or more — and thereby reduce the flood danger.

If it doesn’t rain or snow, though, far less water would be available next summer for boating on the lakes, electric power in the mountains, or barges on the Missouri.

Essentially, the Corps must guess every year how much space to provide in the winter for rain and snowmelt in the following spring, balancing several competing interests. Its guess in 2011 was very, very wrong — and a massive flood was the result. 

But at least it made a guess. Last week we asked Blunt how much space he thinks the Corps should set aside this winter. That way, if Blunt (or any other senator) also guesses wrong, he or she can accept some of the blame too.

Blunt said he didn’t have a specific figure in mind.

Exactly. By not staking themselves to a specific recommendation, the senators give themselves a perfect way out no matter what the Corps chooses to do, and no matter what happens next year. 

Senators might argue that they aren’t experts in weather or hydrology like the Corps, and shouldn’t be asked to make specific recommendations on water storage.

Exactly. 

	Talent: Newt would blow it
By: Alexander Burns
December 8, 2011 09:35 AM EST 

	Mitt Romney surrogates Jim Talent and John Sununu tore into Newt Gingrich on a conference call Thursday morning, calling the former House speaker too erratic and undisciplined to be the Republican nominee for president.

Talent, the former Missouri senator and Romney adviser, as much as predicted that Gingrich would lose in a general election to President Barack Obama.

"If the nominee is Newt Gingrich, then the election is going to be about the Republican nominee, which is exactly what the Democrats want," Talent said, per Reid Epstein. "If they can make it about the Republican nominee, then the president is going to win."

When Gingrich was speaker, Talent said he was so erratic that "you would have to check the newspapers, this was before the internet, to see what the speaker had said that you have to clean up in your own district."

Sununu, the former New Hampshire governor and White House chief of staff, was even blunter in assailing Gingrich's unpredictability, blasting him for his criticism earlier this year of the Paul Ryan budget.

"For Newt Gingrich in an effort of self-aggrandizement to come out and throw a clever phrase that had no other purpose than to make him sound a little smarter than the conservative leadership," Sununu said. "Gingrich’s undercutting of Paul Ryan proves that he's more concerned about Newt Gingrich than he is about conservative principles."

He continued: "What he did to Paul Ryan is a perfect example of irrational behavior that you do not want in the commander in chief."

The Talent-Sununu tag team represents the most direct assault on Gingrich yet from the Romney camp, and an overt effort to kneecap a conservative challenger who has proven more tenacious than anyone anticipated.


Now Brunner Calls for GOP Senate Debate

Missouri Relublican Senate candidate John Brunner is now calling for a a series of debates with his two rivals in the Republican Missouri US Senate primary.
Earlier this year, when former State Treasurer Sarah Steelman tried to arrange a series of debates, Brunner was non committal.
That has changed.
"Too often, politicians try to score points in the media by ‘debating debates,’Brunner Campaign Manager Jon Seaton wrote in a news release.
"Frankly, this is a distraction and we hope we can agree that the best thing we can do as Republicans is spend our time focusing on the issues that voters truly care about."
Steelman offered Ti debate her rivals at almost any time and any place.
When asked about it several weeks ago, Brunner said he would let his schedules work it out.
Now it’s Brunner pressing for debates before the August primary
Rep. Todd Akin, Brunner and Steelman are vying to take on Democratic incumbent Claire McCaskill. She is seeking re-election after one term in the Senate.
Many political handicappers say McCaskill’s bid for a second term is now considered a toss-up

EDITORIALS … & Letters to the Editor
Editorial: Anger over new legislative boundaries is misplaced 

Most voters have no idea who their state representatives and senators are. Come next November, even well-informed Missouri voters may have trouble identifying the names on the ballots.

That's because the panel of judges that redrew Missouri's legislative district boundaries — after a governor-appointed panel failed to reach agreement — threw a whole lot of incumbents together to account for shifting populations over the past decade.

In the city of St. Louis, for instance, Democrat state Reps. Jamilah Nasheed, Chris Carter and Karla May find themselves in the same district. In St. Louis County, Republican state Reps. John Diehl, Rick Stream and Cole McNary now live in the same district.

That's what happens as communities grow and contract. It's why maps are redrawn after every U.S. census.

Some of those incumbents now will run for higher office; others will run for a seat in an adjacent district and plan to move later. Others will stew over the perceived loss of political opportunity. Make no mistake, the new maps drawn by the judges made a lot of Missouri politicians — Democrats and Republicans alike — hopping mad.

The problem is that they're mad for all the wrong reasons.

Incumbents don't own the districts they serve. They're renters, and their ability to serve lasts only as long as voters keep them, or the district boundaries change.

There are, however, three legitimate reasons to be upset with the judges' actions:

• They drew the maps in secret.

• They didn't explain their decisions.

• They never should have been involved in the first place.

Last week, we argued as part of our series of editorials on fixing the Missouri Legislature that lawmakers should adopt Iowa's approach to redistricting. The maps produced by Missouri's six-judge apportionment panel reinforce that argument.

In Iowa, the maps are drawn by nonpartisan legislative staffers following strict protocol laid out in state law. The focus is on keeping communities of interest together and equalizing representation. Politics is not a consideration.

In Iowa, the proposed maps are made public and hearings are held to gather input. Tweaks may or may not be made. Judges don't get involved.

In fact, Missouri's experience proves why it is a bad idea to involve judges. The judges decided to act in secret, arguing that they were performing a judicial task, not a political one. That's a specious argument, but even if it were true, the final result lacks a key element of most judicial rulings: an explanation.

When appellate judges decide a court case, they produce opinions outlining the judicial precedent and the reasoning behind their decision.

In this case, Missourians are left to wonder why relatively small towns like Washington and Lebanon were split between districts, or why a mid-Missouri district spans the Missouri River in places where no bridge does. The political fallout could be bad for the independence of the judiciary if angry incumbents seek to punish judges for inconveniencing them. That would be the wrong reaction to a legitimate problem.

Instead, Missouri lawmakers should commit to reforming the redistricting process. Before the legislative session that starts in January, they should file a constitutional amendment that would be voted on in November modeled on Iowa's responsible and nonpartisan approach to redistricting.

Such a law should create a process with clear parameters to define legislative districts, remove politics and produce maps drawn in the light of day.

Our Opinion: No compelling reason to extend term limits

A proposal to extend term limits to all statewide elected executive offices in Missouri has been pre-filed for consideration by lawmakers.

We never have been stalwart proponents of term limits, but they now cover Missouri’s entire legislative branch and one-third of elected executive offices.

Although we concede an argument can be made that expanding term limits is a matter of fundamental fairness, we remain unconvinced.

A Senate Joint Resolution filed by Sen. Brad Lager, R-Savannah, would extend the blanket to all six statewide elected executives. If lawmakers approve, a proposed constitutional amendment would be placed before Missouri voters.

“Missouri has held term limits for the governor and members of the Senate and House for some time now,” Lager said. “Our founders envisioned a government that was run by citizen volunteers, not professional politicians. These limits ensure that Missouri remains a state run by fresh volunteers to public service, not entitled career politicians.”

Lager’s quote neglected to mention the state treasurer who, like the governor, is limited by Missouri’s Constitution to two, four-year terms in office.

Term limits were extended to lawmakers in 1992 when Missouri voters approved a constitutional amendment to that effect. State lawmakers may serve eight years — four, two-year terms — in the House of Representatives, and eight years — two, four-year terms — in the Senate.

Free from those restrictions are four statewide elected offices — lieutenant governor, secretary of state, attorney general and auditor.

The conventional justification for limiting only governor and treasurer is that immense power is concentrated in those offices.

The governor obviously is chief executive and the treasurer oversees placement of lucrative, sought-after state finances in private financial institutions.

Can that rationale be extended to the remaining four offices? 

Lager reasons: “Term limits should not apply to only half of our government. Missouri is best served by a system that promotes fresh ideas and encourages participation at all levels of government. Political participation and public service should not be limited to the few, but should be available to all.”

We find that rationale vague and unconvincing.

We maintain voters have the power to limit an incumbent’s term in any election. We dislike proposals that sap a voter’s power to choose and replace it with an arbitrary, automatic limit.

Letters to the editor, December 9
Now get tailgaters, too
St. Louis Public Safety Director Charles Bryson recently wrote about red-light cameras. How about having unmarked police cars with a camera in the back seat photographing the tailgaters? It's hard to keep your eyes on the traffic in front of you and got he speed limit when the bully car driver behind you is so close that you are forced to speed up to avoid a rear-end crash. Now I'm forced to drive faster than the limit, breaking the law and safety rules. The only thing worse than a passenger car tailgating is a huge truck in your rear window on a rainy day.

Automated photo enforcement is safer than police cars chasing drivers. Congratulations to Mr. Bryson. Driving used to be a pleasure. I hope he keeps working on progress.

Dan O'Brien • St. Louis County.
State law for cameras
I am not ready to give up on photo enforcement of traffic laws. But Missouri needs a state law to deal with the abuses. Here are three things the law should address:

• No photo tickets for right turns at intersections that allow right turns on red.

• Photo tickets only for motorists who enter intersections on red, not for those who exit on red.

• All revenue over cost for counties and cities goes to the state's general revenue. If the state Highway Patrol uses speed or red-light cameras, the money goes to some other fund, such as for scholarships. There still would be an incentive for cities and counties that want to cut police rolls, but that would be small compared to the way it is now.

If it is really about safety and not revenue, photo enforcement would be here to stay.

Dan Kilper • Crestwood
