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Mo. lawmakers start filing bills for 2012 session 
By Chris Blank, Associated Press, Southeast Missourian

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- Missouri lawmakers on Thursday suggested shortening their annual legislative session and changing how voters elect governors and lieutenant governors.

Thursday the first day lawmakers could begin submitting legislation for the 2012 session, and dozens of measures were filed in the House and Senate. Along with proposed constitutional amendments cutting the length of the legislative session and requiring candidates for governor and lieutenant governor to run on a single ticket, proposals included bills focused on payday loans and tax breaks to help residents construct storm shelters.

The storm shelter tax break would allow individual income tax deductions for the cost of building the shelters. Rep. Terry Swinger, who has sponsored similar legislation in previous years, said storm shelters can save lives, citing last May's deadly tornado in Joplin and a 2006 tornado in southeastern Missouri.

"By providing a tax break for storm shelter construction, more Missouri families will be able to protect themselves from severe and potentially deadly weather," said Swinger, D-Caruthersville.

The Missouri legislative session starts Jan. 4 and ends in mid-May. Filing legislation early gives favored ideas a small head start.

In the Senate, proposals would have voters jointly choose a governor and lieutenant governor starting in 2016, creating a single ticket similar to the national vote for president and vice president. Missouri currently holds separate elections for each office, and the state's governor and lieutenant governors can be political rivals.

Sen. John Lamping proposed a constitutional amendment to cut several weeks out of Missouri's annual legislative session starting in 2015. Instead of ending in mid-May, lawmakers would adjourn in late March. The shorter session would require approval from voters.

"If we reduce the legislative session by six weeks, it will not only save taxpayers money by lessening the per diem amount that is paid to legislators, but hopefully doing so will also encourage other individuals interested in state government to run for office and serve the public," said Lamping, R-St. Louis County.

Another measure proposed by Republican Sen. Rob Schaaf, of St. Joseph, would bar state officials from creating a "state-based health benefit exchange" without approval from lawmakers or voters.

This fall, Missouri insurance officials backed off plans to spend federal money to start preparing for a state-run "health insurance exchange" that would allow people to shop for insurance policies through an online marketplace. The federal health care law gives states until 2014 to set up an insurance exchange or have their online marketplace run for them by the federal government.

Several senators have said they preferred that Missouri not use the federal money and wait to determine if the federal government follows through on the law to set up its own system.

New districts throw lawmakers a curve

By Josh Nelson, Springfield News-Leader

The political future of incumbent southwest Missouri lawmakers and legislative hopefuls is still very much up in the air because of new boundaries for Missouri House and Senate districts.

New maps released Wednesday put several current officeholders in the same districts. That may cause unexpected primary races in those districts and send ripples through other races where no incumbents were up for re-election.

The districts, which were drawn by a special judicial commission, reflect the population growth in southwest Missouri, especially in Greene and Christian counties. Several of those affected said they likely will spend the next few weeks poring over the maps.

"I need to look at them a little further," said Rep. Lincoln Hough, a Springfield Republican.

The biggest impact on Greene County's delegation was in the House. Reps. Thomas Long and Eric Burlison are now in the same district. Hough may be in another district with Rep. Melissa Leach, also a Republican. That new district also includes part of the current District 138. Democrat Sara Lampe holds that seat now, but she is leaving office next year because of term limits.

Republican John Sellars, who lost to Lampe in 2010, already has announced he's running for that seat. Sellars said he may have to re-evaluate those plans.

"It was such a profound change in the map," he said.

"It's possible people won't show their hands until filing time," Sellars said.

Christian County showed similar growth. There will be two House districts entirely within its boundaries, and it will share a third district with Stone County. That should make it easier for representatives from the area to meet with constituents, said Rep. Ray Weter, R-Ozark.

In the Senate, western Greene County was included in part of Senate District 28, which stretches to the Kansas border. Other parts of the county's Senate representation didn't change.

Sen. Jay Wasson, R-Nixa, said he was happy with that result, considering the number of incumbent matchups elsewhere.

"In a way, it's pretty good for me," he said.

Signs of just who will be running for the new seats may trickle out over the next few months in campaign filings for fundraising totals or in amendments to the campaign committees, Sellars said. But the main indicator will occur when candidate filing starts on Feb. 28. That will run until March 27.

This is the second time in recent Missouri history a panel of appeals court judges drew the lines for Missouri's 163 House and 34 Senate districts. The six-judge panel drafted the proposals in secret and with little public input. It was appointed after two bipartisan citizens' commissions deadlocked over proposals. Republicans across the state complained the judges created districts that hurt GOP lawmakers by pitting several incumbents against each other.

Former state Rep. Jim Viebrock, R-Springfield, said he understands the pressure candidates face now, adding that the best way to describe their emotional state may be "panicky." But he said incumbents shouldn't complain about the maps now, since this was the "end result" of the commission's not reaching a conclusion.

"Nobody should be whining about it; this is the way things are," Viebrock said.

New districts send lawmakers scrambling

By Dick Aldrich, Missouri News Horizon

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. — The Missouri State Capitol was abuzz Thursday as lawmakers and staff members scrambled to make sense of new House and Senate district maps drawn by a panel of judges appointed by the State Supreme Court.

The maps go into effect with next year’s election and a large number of incumbents will be forced in to head-to-head face-offs to retain their seats.

As expected, the most movement will occur in the Missouri House of Representatives. According to a staff report, the new maps created 55 seats where no incumbent legislator resides. The new map also creates 26 House districts where two or more incumbents will now have to compete.

In the State Senate, only one Senator has been drawn into a district with another. That’s in west St. Louis County where incumbent Jane Cunningham’s home was put into a district now represented by Sen. John Lamping in the 24th district. Cunningham’s old 7th District now runs from Lincoln County to just north of St. Louis to Callaway County in central Missouri.

Under the state constitution, Cunningham, whose first term in the Senate expires in 2012, would have to run against Lamping, or run in a district, or a district that contains part of the territory from the old district that she represented prior to redistricting.

And according to Cunningham staff member Kit Crancer, Cunningham will run for Senate in the new 27th district. Previously, that district was located in and around Cape Girardeau. It was represented by Sen. Jason Crowell, R-Cape Girardeau, but he is term limited. The new 27th district runs from Jefferson County into west St. Louis County including the towns of Chesterfield and Wildwood.

Crancer said Cunningham has already represented large portions of the new district as the 7th district senator. Cunningham had anticipated picking up another portion of west St. Louis County and has been attending city council meetings in the area for the last year or so, according to Crancer.

Cunningham does not currently live in the new 27th district, but Crancer says the boundary line is “three blocks” from her current home. Crancer said Cunningham does intend to move into the district within a year if she wins election.

The rules in the House for running in new districts when redistricting occur are a little more loose. The state constitution reads that an incumbent representative can, for one term, represent a district he or she does not live in. That district can be; the one where they currently live, any district that includes portions of the district that formerly included his or her residence prior to redistricting, or any district that includes part of the county in which they live.

The House with 55 open districts would seem to have broad areas where incumbents drawn against each other can run on their own. And that will be necessary if a few key House leaders want to hold on seats in the House during the 2012 election.

For instance, the new 89th district includes the homes of Republican Reps. Rick Stream, John Diehl and Cole McNary. House Majority Floor Leader Tim Jones, R-Eureka, is drawn into the same district as Rep. Paul Curtman, R-Pacific. In the city of St. Louis, Democratic Reps. Jamilah Nasheed, Karla May and Chris Carter are now all in the same new 76th district.

Democratic Leader Rep. Mike Talboy, D-Kansas City, was drawn into the same district with newly elected state representative Judy Morgan, D-Kansas City.

Despite some grumblings about the maps, especially the way county boundary lines were apparently disregarded in drawing the Senate map, legislators and staff members seemed resigned to their fates. The maps can be challenged before the state Supreme Court, but several experts around the Capitol said the high court may be reluctant to take such a suit because the court appointed the judicial panel that drew the maps.

Plan for new state House and Senate districts affects next election

By Alexandria Baca, Columbia Missourian

COLUMBIA — Chris Kelly represents Missouri's 24th District in the House of Representatives. But next year, the Democrat could represent any district in Boone County.

The same goes for any other state representative who lives in Boone County.

The Missouri Appellate Apportionment Commission, a committee of six appellate court judges, filed new maps for state representative and senatorial districts with the Secretary of State on Monday. The new district lines will take effect for primary and general elections in August and November of next year, respectively.

And the lines aren't the only things that are changing. House districts in Boone County and elsewhere also will be identified by new numbers. So, instead of including all or parts of Districts 9, 21, 23, 24 and 25, Boone County will include parts or all of Districts 44, 45, 46, 47 and 50.

Secretary of State spokesman Ryan Hobart said because redistricting was finished less than a year before the next election, incumbents will be able to run for any of the seats in the county where they live. An incumbent also can run for election in any new district that overlaps any part of his or her current district.

Kelly said he hasn't decided yet if he'll seek re-election in his home district that is now District 50. It includes parts of Boone, Cole, Moniteau and Cooper counties. The new district will be more rural than District 24, but Kelly said he kind of likes that.

"I like being out talking to people, and I regularly go into cornfields and talk to people on tractors. I like doing that, and I care about things like the levees along the river," Kelly said.

Kelly said he's considering all his options for the next election but is "extremely committed to continuing to represent the university."

If representatives are elected to a district they don't live in, they must establish residency in their new district before the 2014 general elections, Hobart said. This means representatives must live in their new district for at least a year before November 2014.

Democrat Stephen Webber represents Columbia in District 23. He said he'll run for re-election next year in District 46, which includes his home.

Webber said he doesn't think the redistricting really affects his area of representation because both District 23 and the new District 46 lie within city limits.

"I think being in Columbia, I really try to represent the whole city anyways," he said. Webber said he thinks the issues in District 46 will be virtually the same as in District 23, but he plans to knock on some new doors in southern Columbia before District 46 goes into effect.

Not all members of the House of Representatives were so lucky.

Webber said that he thought it was completely unnecessary and inconducive to good government for Kelly's new home, District 50, to cross four counties. Because Boone, Cole, Moniteau and Cooper counties don't have charter governments, any legislative changes they seek must be approved by the General Assembly.

"I don't think it's a particularly well-informed map," Webber said.

Mary Still, a Democrat who represents District 25, could not be reached for comment. She lives in what will become District 45.

Republican John Cauthorn represents District 21, and Democrat Paul Quinn represents District 9. Both districts include parts of northern Boone County, but the new district boundaries mean neither will represent the county after the next round of elections.

The new District 44 has no incumbent representative living within its district.

District lines are redrawn every 10 years following the U.S. Census to ensure that the state's House and Senate districts meet the constitutional requirement of being as equal in population as possible. 

Senate Redistricting
Kurt Schaefer, the Republican senator representing District 19, said he's already visited Howard County, which will replace Randolph County in his district.

"I went over to the courthouse this morning and had some great conversations, and I think it's an exciting opportunity," Schaefer said Thursday.

District 19 will encompass Boone and Howard counties during and after the next primary and general elections.

Schaefer said he doesn't think the redistricting affects him because he's "got a strong track record passing legislation and getting things accomplished."

He said he thinks he works well with both Democrats and Republicans in the Senate and looks forward to representing Howard County. 

Appellate panel redraws Senate, House districts 

By Susan Redden, Joplin Globe

The Joplin area didn’t gain or lose in a legislative redistricting announced by a panel of appellate judges, yet the plan pits incumbent House members against each other in two of the redrawn local districts.

Under the redistricting action, state Rep. Tom Flanigan, of Carthage, would have to face off against Rep. Charlie Davis, of Webb City, and Rep. Bill Lant, of rural Joplin, would have to run against Rep. Bill Reiboldt, of Neosho.

And, for the first time, McDonald County is to be undivided in a legislative district that includes parts of southern Newton County.

A panel of Missouri Court of Appeals judges on Wednesday released new boundaries for Missouri House and Senate districts based on the 2010 census, saying some “significant changes” were necessary to account for population shifts during the past decade.

Marilyn Ruestman, Newton County presiding commissioner and a former state representative said the area “could lose the impact of one representative” since legislators with districts spanning Newton and McDonald counties “have worked well together, and with everyone from the Joplin area.”

“It could disrupt that continuity; they’ll have to work to see that doesn’t happen,” said Ruestman, who served for eight years in the House seat now held by Lant.

EFFECTIVE NEXT YEAR

State legislative districts are redrawn each decade after the census. The new maps that reshaped districts across the state will take effect for the 2012 elections; filing for those posts opens in February.

Davis, now in the 128th District, and Lant, now in the 131st District, say they are looking at moving to avoid running against their fellow incumbents. For Bill White, of Joplin, redistricting probably will mean a move will not happen. White said his current home is within the newly drawn lines of his legislative district, while a new home he and his wife are building is not. His current district is the 129th; it will become the 161st.

While redistricting shuffled boundary lines among House seats, state Sen. Ron Richard, R-Joplin, saw a consolidation in the 32nd District, which will comprise only Jasper and Newton counties. Dade County, now part of the 32nd District, will join Barton, Vernon, Cedar, Polk and Dallas counties and part of Greene County in the 28th Senate District.

“I asked that the district stay the same, and we were within the margin of error with or without Dade County, but judges are going to do what they’re going to do,” Richard said.

Richard will be starting his second year in the Senate after eight years in the House that included serving as House speaker.


NO PARTY SHIFT

“I was initially concerned about the number of incumbents who were pitted against each other, but even after it shakes out, I think Republicans will still hold a substantial majority,” Richard said.

All of the state lawmakers from the Joplin area are Republicans.

Among Joplin area representatives, three of the four lawmakers who could be forced into battles against fellow incumbents are completing their first, two-year terms in the House.

The boundaries could require freshman Davis to run against Flanigan, who was first elected in 2008, in the newly numbered 163rd House District. Instead, Davis said he will run in what would have been his former district and will move a short distance south if he wins. He still would be in the Webb City School District, where his children attend school, he said.

“I was so worried, but my family talked and prayed about it last night, and they want to do it,” he said.

Flanigan said the plan appears to pit incumbents against each other in districts across the state.

“And the renumbering is going to be confusing for people,” he said. “My district is the 127th; this changes it to the 163rd, which is in the Bootheel now.”

State law allows lawmakers to run for former seats after legislative redistricting, but they are required to move into the district within six months after the election, if they win.

“I love my job, but I would move not because I need a job, but because the people need representation,” Flanigan said.

A similar scenario is faced by Lant, whose rural Joplin home is in the newly designated 160th District — the same as Reiboldt, who lives in Neosho and whose current district is the 130th.

Lant said the two of them have worked well together.

“The thing Bill and I have done from day one is work as a team,” he said.

Lant is thinking about running in the new 159th District, which takes in much of southern Newton County and all of McDonald County.

“I would be allowed to run for a seat in the 159th,” he said. “I don’t know what all the legalities are. They tell me I have no problem in determining to run for it.

“If I were to win in the district, I would certainly plan to move there.”

He is not sure how far north of the new boundary he is, but he is close, he said.

“If my feed store were on the other side of Iris Road, I’d be in the district when I was at work,” Lant said.

‘ONE ENTITY’

Regarding the Joplin region keeping the same number of legislators, but Springfield gaining, Lant said: “From what I’ve seen so far, Springfield, Joplin and the lakes area, we all kind of work as one entity.”

He said he doesn’t think the changes will affect the region’s ability to get its share of state revenue for things such as transportation and education.

“What we have to look at is Southwest Missouri as a whole,” he said. “What is good for the Springfield area is good for the Joplin area.”

White would have no incumbent challenge in the newly numbered 161st District, but he would not be allowed to move into a new home under construction that is now outside his district.

“I don’t know whether I’ll sell it or keep it, or our son will live there,” he said. “But, I’ll follow the rules. It’s struck me that this new district adds Duquesne and includes much of the tornado zone, and that the number (161) is the same as the number of people who died in the tornado.”


Redistricting creates open Senate seat, shifts House boundaries

By Scott Moyers and Patrick T. Sullivan, Southeast Missourian

The map of redrawn Missouri House and Senate districts has upended area campaign plans with the creation of an open Senate seat and caused uncertainty in other House races with major boundary shifts. 

Area legislators and political candidates were still trying to make sense Thursday of the statewide maps that were released earlier this week by a panel of Missouri appeals court judges based on the 2010 census and will take effect with the 2012 elections. 

Perhaps the biggest change on the map locally was Cape Girardeau County's shift from the 27th Senate District to the 3rd Senate District. The existing map shows the district, represented by Sen. Kevin Engler, R-Farmington, including Ste. Genevieve County, Washington County, Iron County and southern parts of Jefferson County. 

On the new map, the 3rd District is made up of the counties of Cape Girardeau, Perry, Ste. Genevieve and St. Francois. The 27th District, currently represented by Sen. Jason Crowell, R-Cape Girardeau, will include southern St. Charles County and northern Jefferson County. 

Crowell said the race for the 3rd District seat will be wide open and that he is interested to see how candidates will respond to the redrawn district. 

The only 3rd District candidate to register for the 2012 election with the Missouri Ethics Commission is Gary Romine of Farmington, Mo., owner of the rental company Show Me Rent to Own. 

"I had no idea the map would change this drastically," said Romine, who is member of Mineral Area College's board of trustees. 

Romine said he is unaware of any other 3rd District candidates filing with the ethics commission, but he has kept tabs on potential opponents. 

One opponent Romine will not face is Missouri House Speaker Steven Tilley, R-Perryville. Tilley has reached his term limit in the House of Representatives and said he needs a break from politics and would like to spend more time with his family. Tilley filed to run for lieutenant governor but withdrew last month. 

Although not seeking a Senate seat, Tilley said Thursday he is confident the Republicans will field a worthy candidate. 

While candidates for the 3rd District seat have not all come forward yet, the race in the redrawn 25th District is heating up. The new 25th District includes Wayne, Stoddard, Dunklin, Bollinger, Scott, Mississippi, New Madrid and Pemiscot counties. 

Republican Senate President Pro Tem Rob Mayer of Dexter, who currently represents the 25th District, cannot seek re-election due to term limits. Rep. Billy Pat Wright, R-Dexter, and Rep. Terry Swinger, D-Caruthersville, are two of the district's announced candidates. Both cannot seek re-election to the House due to term limits. 

Joining them is Rep. Ellen Brandom, R-Sikeston, who had planned to become a candidate to replace Crowell in the 27th District, but now that her part of Scott County is in the 25th District, Brandom has announced that she will run for that seat. Brandom and Wright could not be reached for comment. Brandom originally announced for the 27th District in June before the new map changed her plans. 

The various Senate candidates have already gathered some major dollars from fundraisers. Since declaring his candidacy in August 2009, Romine has raised $48,550.84 in campaign contributions, according to a quarterly report filed last month with the ethics commission. 

Quarterly fundraising reports filed in October showed that Brandom had $185,117 cash on hand, while Wright had $26,366 and Swinger had $109,136. 

On the House side, Reps. Donna Lichtenegger, R-Jackson, and Wayne Wallingford, R-Cape Girardeau, saw less radical changes. Both said Thursday they intend to seek re-election next year. 

Currently, Lichtenegger represents the 157th District and Wallingford handles the 158th District. Wallingford, if re-elected, will represent a new 147th District, which will basically include Cape Girardeau's city limits. Lichtenegger's new 146th District will include the rest of Cape Girardeau County, but she will lose Perry County, which is being divided into the 145th and 116th districts. 

Lichtenegger pointed out that Cape Girardeau County will now only have two representatives instead of four, as the portions that are currently in districts represented by Wright and Brandom are being divided up in Lichtenegger's and Wallingford's new district boundaries. Currently, portions of Cape Girardeau County are included in the 157th, 158th, 159th and 160th districts. 

"As much as people liked Billy Pat and Ellen, some people did feel they lived too far away," Lichtenegger said. 

Wallingford did pick up the Dalhousie area, which had been represented by Brandom. Wallingford and Lichtenegger will split Gordonville, which had been in Wright's district. East of Highway 25 is in Wallingford's new district, while the western portion is in Lichtenegger's new district. Lichtenegger also will represent portions of Whitewater. 

"It is always hard when the new maps come out," she said. "Just as soon as people get used to where the lines are, they change. But I think our map for Cape County is really good. It puts all of Cape County in two districts, and that makes sense." 

Wallingford liked this version of the map as opposed to others he'd seen. He said prior versions showed him losing parts of Cape Girardeau and picking up areas toward Scott City, which generally favors Democratic candidates. 

"If that did happen, that would not have been good news for me," Wallingford said. 

Shake-ups in the south 

The map caused more House shake-ups farther south, where Brandom's Southeast Missouri seat looks drastically different. The 160th House District, which included portions of Cape Girardeau, Scott and New Madrid County, will now be in southwest Missouri. 

The 148th House District will now include portions of Scott and Mississippi counties and the 149th District will include almost all of New Madrid County. 

Republican Holly Rehder, who had intended to run for the 160th, said she now is in the 149th District, which has a small portion of Scott County and the majority of New Madrid County. She intends to run for that seat, she said. 

But Rehder said she was disappointed to see Sikeston be split into two House districts, with the northern part in the 148th District and the southern part in the 149th District. 

"A town of this size? It's unusual to see it split," she said. 

She acknowledged she could be facing Rep. Steve Hodges, D-East Prairie, for the 149th District seat, something she wouldn't have had to do under the current map. 

Hodges said since he's an incumbent he could run in any district that used to be in his district, which will now include the 148th, 149th and 151st districts. If he opts for the 149th, he would indeed face Rehder for that seat. 

In Bollinger County, Rep. Shelly Keeney, R-Marble Hill, currently is the 156th District representative, which includes the counties of Bollinger, Wayne and Madison. The new 145th District includes Bollinger, Madison and the southern half of Perry County. 

New Mo. voting map isn't expected to shake GOP hold 
By Virginia Young, St. Louis Post-Dispatch

JEFFERSON CITY • The Missouri Legislature is likely to remain solidly Republican under new district lines approved for the 2012 elections by a panel of state judges.

Even so, the maps turned the political world topsy-turvy Thursday as more than 50 House members who were thrown into districts with other incumbents began making plans to move, seek other offices or slug it out.

By one estimate, the incumbent pairings will affect 40 percent of the 138 House members who are not term-limited out next year. That analysis, by House Democrats' staff, found that 23 of the incumbents thrown together are Democrats and 32 are Republicans.

For example, the new 89th District in St. Louis County spans the homes of Republican Reps. John Diehl of Town and Country, Rick Stream of Kirkwood and Cole McNary of Chesterfield.

The trio quickly handled the problem: McNary announced that he would challenge Democratic State Treasurer Clint Zweifel while Stream said he would run in a new, neighboring 90th District. That cleared a path in the 89th District for Diehl.

"Obviously, the maps could've been easily drawn without putting incumbents together, but it is what it is," Diehl said. "No one's entitled to a seat. As a (Republican) caucus, we're in the process of working things out in a sensible and mature way."

A panel of appellate judges spurred the game of political musical chairs by redrawing the boundary lines for the 163 House and 34 Senate districts. Reapportionment happens every 10 years to ensure that each legislative district has roughly the same number of people.

Across the state, computers worked overtime as people tried to use state interactive maps to decipher the districts' demographics and discern precise boundaries. The online deluge caused the maps to crash. By early Thursday, officials had disabled many of the bells and whistles.

"We were trying to provide the sun and the moon to the user," said state demographer Matt Hesser. "If one or two people were using it, it worked very well. As soon as 100 people were using it, it broke down."

If getting the information was a hassle, for many the headaches got worse after they learned the maps' impact.

Democrats said the maps favored Republicans. African-Americans said their strength was diluted in some areas, perhaps in violation of the Voting Rights Act. An advocate for women said that at least 12 of the 41 female members of the House appeared to face fellow incumbents, threatening to decrease the number of female legislators.

Amid all the discord, political experts from both parties agreed on the bottom line: The Republican Party should have no trouble maintaining lopsided majorities in the House and Senate for the foreseeable future.

That's not surprising, since Democrats' strength lies in the state's urban areas such as St. Louis and St. Louis County, which lost population over the last decade, while Republican strongholds such as southwestern Missouri and suburban St. Charles County gained residents.

The judicial panel filed an analysis with the maps that makes the likely partisan makeup of the Legislature clear.

The study was based on Missouri's voting patterns for president, Congress, statewide offices and legislative seats from 2002 through 2010. It predicted that under the new maps:

• 23 Senate districts will have a majority of Republicans, leaving 11 seats that lean Democratic.

• 102 House districts will have a majority of Republicans, leaving 61 seats that lean Democratic.

Those numbers are fairly close to the status quo. Currently, Republicans outnumber Democrats 26-8 in the state Senate. In the House, Republicans will hold a 106-57 majority in January after four new members, who were elected in recent special elections, are sworn in.

Democrats had hoped more seats would be configured to be tossups.

"The maps are bad for Democrats," concluded Jeff Mazur, a Democrat and union official who served on a bipartisan commission that tried unsuccessfully to draw new lines before the judges were handed the job.

Officially, the Missouri Democratic Party line was more restrained.

"You always hope for more and wish for more," said Matt Teter, the party's executive director. "But they've made their decision and these are the maps we have."

The Missouri Republican Party stopped short of celebrating.

Lloyd Smith, executive director, issued a statement saying he was reviewing the maps and "excited about our chances to maintain our historic Republican majorities."

The GOP's glee was dampened by the unusually high number of incumbents who must face off or find other offices to seek. The judicial panel seemed to ignore where incumbents live, thus grouping two and even three legislators together in districts.

But because the maps were filed less than a year before the next general election, a legislator can run in a district without moving there, so long as the new district contains part of the legislator's county or old district, legislators said.

The NAACP is evaluating the maps to see if they meet the legal requirements for minority representation.

"We have some initial concerns," said Adolphus M. Pruitt II, president of the St. Louis NAACP.

He said minority voting strength was diluted in the 13th Senatorial District in north St. Louis County, which will have a 53 percent black majority.

Pruitt also questioned the lines for the two Senate districts in St. Louis, saying they make it "improbable" that two black senators will ever be elected in the city. The 5th Senatorial District will have a 64 percent black majority but the 4th District — which gains part of south St. Louis County — will have a 70 percent white majority.

Rep. Steve Webb, a Florissant Democrat who heads the Legislature's Black Caucus, noted that at least seven St. Louis-area African-American House members were thrown together into three districts.

"I don't want to make an accusation but it just seems like the black representatives are the ones taking the hits," Webb said. "I think it's unfortunate that the judges did not pay attention to these particular districts better than what they did."

Opponents challenge new Mo. science incentives 

By Chris Blank, Associated Press, Southeast Missourian

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- Opponents of a newly created fund that would offer state incentives to science or technology companies filed a lawsuit Thursday seeking to halt its creation, again citing concerns the program could lead the state to pay for human embryonic stem cell research.

Lawmakers approved the Missouri Science and Innovation Reinvestment Act earlier this year. It would offer incentives to companies that conduct research or make products in a variety of high-tech fields, including agricultural biotechnology, homeland security, information technology and pharmaceuticals.

However, the legislation, known as MOSIRA, includes a clause that states it cannot take effect until lawmakers pass a separate measure dealing with state tax incentives for businesses. The separate bill did not pass during the recently ended special session, but Democratic Gov. Jay Nixon has said his administration will take steps to implement the law anyway.

In a lawsuit filed Thursday in the Capitol's home of Cole County, the Missouri Roundtable for Life and Missouri Right to Life said Thursday the new fund should be declared void because of the contingency clause. The groups are among critics who contend the law does not contain sufficient protection to bar state funds from going to human embryonic stem cell research.

"If the governor takes steps to implement MOSIRA in violation of the clear language of the bill, he will open the door to the possibility of Missouri taxpayer funding of abortion, human cloning and experiments that destroy human embryos," said Pam Fichter, the president of Missouri Right Life. "No Missouri citizen should be forced to pay for practices that he or she finds morally offensive."

A spokesman for Nixon declined to comment, referring questions to the attorney general's office. A spokeswoman for Attorney General Chris Koster said the office was reviewing the suit and had no immediate comment.

The new fund is to be financed through annual transfers of state revenues equal to a percentage of the growth in the wages paid to employees of existing science-based companies. That essentially means tax revenue from existing companies will be used as grants to help start similar businesses.

Contingency clauses have been included previously in Missouri legislation. A manual used as recently as this year to help legislative staff draft bills cites an example from 1998 in which changes to Missouri's school funding formula were made contingent upon the attorney general providing notice that school desegregation lawsuits were settled. In 1997, then-Gov. Mel Carnahan signed legislation dealing with procedures for administrative rules that had a multi-part contingency clause.

But the Missouri Supreme Court struck down a contingency clause included in a 1993 education law that sought to place a tax referendum on the ballot only if the high court ruled a certain way in a separate lawsuit challenging the state's school funding formula. The Supreme Court concluded that contingency clause was an improper delegation of legislative power.

Missouri horse industry reacts to repeal of slaughter ban

By Emily Garnett, Columbia Missourian

COLUMBIA — Uncertainty remains about the future of horse slaughter in Missouri even after the lifting of a ban on killing horses for human consumption.

The U.S. Congress on Nov. 18 repealed a 2006 ban on funding for federal inspections of the slaughter of horses, meaning that horse slaughterhouses can once again operate legally in the U.S.

Before they were forced to close in 2007, horse processing plants in the U.S. sent most of their meat to Europe and Asia, particularly France and Japan.

Several locations in Missouri are being evaluated as the site of future slaughter facilities, according to Mindy Patterson, vice president of the Missouri Equine Council and development director of the United Horsemen's Front, a group that supports horse slaughter.

Though Patterson wouldn’t name the locations, she said Missouri will likely see the opening of a horse slaughter facility in six months to a year.

But Nat Messer, MU professor of equine medicine and surgery, said he doesn't believe it's likely a horse processing plant would open in Missouri in the next year.

He pointed out that the congressional repeal is only for one year, and if anti-slaughter activists launch a strong political campaign, Congress could reinstate the ban next year.

"I don’t think anyone in their right mind would build a slaughter plant with that kind of uncertainty," he said. 

The life span of the repeal "depends on how politically active people will be in affecting congressional members’ votes," Messer said.  "They appear to respond to the most squeaky wheel."

Patterson acknowledged that the prospective processing plants cannot appear instantly.

“We can’t just snap our fingers and have a plant in operation,” she said, but she believes there is a strong need for one.

"My phone has been ringing off the hook from people around the country wanting to have a place to send their old, infirm and unwanted horses,” she said.

Messer said the MU Equine Clinic has seen more abandoned and neglected horses and a greater number of requests for euthanasia since the ban was passed in 2006.

"There are so many horses affected adversely," he said, "it would be in the best interest of those horses," for Congress to keep the ban repealed long enough for processing plants to open up in the U.S.

The Government Accountability Office report that helped initiate Congress’s repeal of the ban noted that instead of stopping the slaughter of horses, the ban had resulted in nearly the same number of horses being sent to Mexico and Canada for slaughter.

Patterson said while the slaughter facilities in Canada are all regulated by the European Union, there are several unregulated facilities in Mexico, and horses must undergo 30 to 40 hour trips in trailers to reach these distant facilities.

"Not having the option to process horses in the U.S. has made it worse for those unwanted horses," Messer said.

Patterson said the repeal of the ban has hurt the horse industry in Missouri and across the nation.

"Before the ban, the horse industry was a $102 billion industry," she said, referencing an economic study done by Deloitte Consulting LLP for the American Horse Council Foundation in 2005. 

The GAO report found that the slaughter ban had a "significant and negative impact on horse prices," across the nation and that there was a "statistically significant reduction in average sale price across all price categories after the cessation of slaughter in 2007."

They estimated that the price drop had been most dramatic for lower-end horses, where prices dropped by more than 20 percent.

Rob Bartels, a horse breeder from Fulton, runs Tuscarora Stables, where he raises and trains appaloosa horses for the show circuit. He welcomed the repeal and said he believes a Missouri slaughter facility could help bring horse prices back up.

Bartels has worked with horses for 20 years and said the 2006 ban has produced the lowest horse prices he’s ever seen. Without a base price for old and sick horses, he said, the bottom has dropped out of the market.

Last year, for the first time since he’s been raising appaloosas, he decided not to breed any of his mares.

Messer said that since the ban was passed in 2006, the overall number of mares being bred in the U.S. dropped 20 to 30 percent, an effort by those in the horse industry to decrease the number of unwanted horses.

“I don’t personally send my horses to the killer market,” Bartels said. “I’m out to show and raise them. But without the killer market, my market is worthless.”

Patterson, who owns quarter horses in Wildwood, said the re-introduction of horse processing in Missouri would not only revive the horse market but would have a trickle-down effect to industries such as feed manufacturers and tack and livestock stores.

"Horses are an important part of agriculture and the U.S. economy," she said. "The vitality and health of horses is dependent on having processing back in the U.S."

Blunt, McCaskill at odds over reintroduction of U.S. horse slaughter

By Tim Sampson, Missouri News Horizon

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. – After a five-year moratorium on the slaughter of horses in the United States, Missouri’s two Senators are at odds over reintroducing the controversial practice.

Although neither lawmaker has come out strongly on the issue, Sens. Roy Blunt and Claire McCaskill have each staked out competing positions on the matter, with both insisting that their stance ultimately protects animals from unnecessary cruelty.

Blunt said he supported the expiration of the ban on the domestic slaughter of horses for human consumption, saying that slaughtering horses for meat to be sold in other parts of the world was less cruel than some alternatives for aging animals.

“Horse slaughter is an appropriate way for some horse owners to decide that it’s time for that horse’s life to be ended, in frankly a much better way than which many horses are dying today,” the Republican senator said.

Blunt said regulated slaughter was more humane than letting animals die of old age or abandonment – as he said many horses ultimately do. And Blunt is not alone in his position. The animal rights group PETA has also called for the end of the slaughter ban, saying that it was preferable to other alternatives.

PETA says the ban has led more horse owners in the U.S. to send their horses overseas for processing, where slaughter houses are less strictly regulated and animals receive harsher treatment.

But McCaskill took a different stance on the issue, insisting that there are more humane ways for animals to be put down than through slaughter. She cited here own experiences growing up in rural Missouri.

“I don’t support the slaughtering of horses for domestic consumption and I would vote again to oppose it if given the opportunity,” she said.

Job creation tax credits falling short in states 
By David Lieb, Associated Press, Southeast Missourian

MOBERLY, Mo. (AP) -- For residents in the rural Midwest, the governor's announcement was golden: A global company with Chinese ownership planned to hire 612 people at a new factory making artificial sweetener.

But a little over a year later, the deal has turned sour. The half-built facility sits idle, as quiet as the cemetery across the street. The city plans to default on $39 million of bonds issued on behalf of Mamtek U.S. Inc. And many of the thousands of people who picked up applications for jobs there still are looking for work.

"They said they were going to bring in all these jobs, they had all this stuff lined up," said Patrick Thieman, a 40-year-old laid off call-center employee who had applied for an office job at Mamtek. "They didn't fulfill."

The failure highlights an uncomfortable reality for candidates in a 2012 campaign season focused on the economy. President Barack Obama and his Republican challengers, along with many contenders for state offices, can promote their plans for creating jobs, but carrying them out is lot easier said than done. Government efforts in a number of states are coming up short this year. And in one state that has been especially ambitious, Ohio, decades worth of data show the deals often fail to produce the jobs promised.

Some states have started to rethink their tax giveaways to businesses, concerned about the costs and about diverting more tax revenue from education and social services. But many others are determined to keep trying. Such efforts are under way even in places where conservatives are criticizing government for trying to "pick winners" in a free market economy.

"As a whole, there tends to be more now than there have been ever before," said Kenneth E. Poole, executive director of the Arlington, Va.-based Council for Community and Economic Research, which maintains a database on state tax incentive programs. "The fundamental philosophy is that if something isn't working, you're really trying to figure out is there a better way for the programs to operate?"

Over roughly the past decade, states have doubled the number of loans, grants, tax credits and other business incentives offered, to about 2,000, according to the council's data. Continued high unemployment rates in many states testify to the overall results. But there is no nationwide accounting of successes or flops. Nor is there even any standard definition of "success" for the billions of dollars of incentives provided.

In what it touted as a first-in-the-nation analysis, Maine recently assessed how many of its incentives packages in 2008 actually created or saved jobs. The result was "confounding - to put it mildly," said Catherine Renault, who at the time directed the Maine Office of Innovation and now is a consultant. Businesses that received state aid reported creating 3,602 more jobs and retaining an additional 13,090. Yet government labor data showed that those businesses' employment actually fell 1.8 percent that year - little different than the statewide decline of 1.9 percent.

About two-thirds of the states now offer tax breaks for businesses that hire new employees, according to an Associated Press review of state programs. In Ohio alone, the state Tax Credit Authority approved job-creation tax credits for 2,059 projects from 1993 to 2009. Records show that some worked, but nearly half were terminated or canceled before completion.

"It's very difficult for anyone to make the call of how any company is going to perform," said Jerry Good, deputy chief of Ohio's Division of Strategic Business Investment.

One of the winners was Kroger Co., which promised 557 jobs under two incentive plans and produced twice that many within four years. But Skybus Airlines Inc., based in Columbus, projected 869 new jobs as part of a $40 million project in 2006 but was out of business by 2008.

In Iowa, 15 companies defaulted on their hiring promises over the past year - equaling the failures for the previous three fiscal years combined, according to the Des Moines Register. Just 16 of the 191 active job-creation agreements in Wisconsin have produced the number of jobs promised, according to a Gannett Wisconsin Media analysis.

Yet Wisconsin doubled-down on its efforts this year. Gov. Scott Walker, who campaigned on a pledge to create 250,000 jobs during his four-year term, signed legislation to provide a tax deduction worth between $92 and $316 for every new job a business adds.

Missouri Gov. Jay Nixon has also pushed for new incentives despite three embarrassing failures in the past year. "We've got to be aggressive; we've got to look to the future," he said.

Supporters insist the successes justify the gamble. A Nissan plant that was offered $363 million in tax incentives by Mississippi a decade ago now employs about 3,200 people.

But the cost of the failures can be high. The California energy company Solyndra recently filed for bankruptcy protection despite a $528 million federal loan. In Texas, biotech firm Lexicon Genetics got $35 million in 2005 to create 1,662 jobs by the end of 2011. But its work force has fallen below 300 and the company has renegotiated its deadline.

Many states hedge the risk by paying the tax incentives only after the employees are on the payroll - but those deals are less attractive to businesses than the upfront cash offered in Texas and other places.

Some economists doubt the incentives actually do much to influence hiring decisions. A company still has to consider the long-term costs of the workers' wages and benefits, and whether there will be an increased demand for the products they make.

Judith Stallmann, a professor of applied economics at the University of Missouri's Truman School of Public Affairs, compares state incentives to a sports fan who stands up at a crowded football game. The first to rise temporarily gets a better view. But soon other fans also rise and everyone's view is about the same as if he or she had remained seated.

In competition for businesses, states "are basically, in some cases, paying firms to do something that they would have done anyway," Stallman said.

She cities a 2004 research paper by University of Iowa professors Alan Peters and Peter Fisher, who taught urban and regional planning, which concluded that "the best case is that incentives work about 10 percent of the time, and are simply a waste of money the other 90 percent."

Officials in Moberly have been anxiously searching for a new company to take over the partially completed Mamtek artificial sweetener factory that was being built in a soybean field. The prospects are uncertain. On one fall day, the leader of the local economic development organization was one of only two people at the site. The other was a contractor disconnecting the electricity.

"There is no work going on here," said Corey Mehaffy, executive director of the Moberly Area Economic Development Corp.

Mo. lawmaker wants tax break for storm shelters

By Tim Sampson, Missouri News Horizon

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. – With the Missouri legislature set to reconvene next month for it’s first general session since the devastating Joplin tornado, one state lawmaker is looking to make it easier for Missourians to protect themselves from future storms.

On the first day of pre-filing for the 2012 legislative session, State Rep. Terry Swinger, D-Caruthersville, submitted a bill that would establish tax breaks for the construction of storm shelters.

This is not the first time Swinger has attempted to create such a tax break. He filed a similar bill in 2007 following a severe tornado in his hometown. Although he was unsuccessful then, he hopes the record-setting tornado in Joplin, which left 161 people dead, will galvanize lawmakers to take action this time.

“As Joplin, Caruthersville and other Missouri communities that have been hit by tornadoes know, storm shelters save lives,” Swinger said in a written statement. “By providing a tax break for storm shelter construction, more Missouri families will be able to protect themselves from severe and potentially deadly weather.”

Swinger’s bill would grant homeowners an income tax deduction for the cost of building their shelter up to $5,000. The state legislature is set to return to the capitol on Jan. 4.

Rep. McNary to run for Missouri treasurer's office 
By David Lieb, Associate Press
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- State Rep. Cole McNary entered the Missouri treasurer's race Thursday, becoming the first Republican to officially mount a challenge to Democratic Treasurer Clint Zweifel in next year's elections.

McNary, of Chesterfield, cast himself as a "fiscal conservative" while pledging to oust special interests and "to get our state government off our backs and back on our side."

Yet McNary told The Associated Press he has no particular complaints about the way Zweifel has run the office.

"I don't have any knock against the current treasurer, I'm just saying I'm a good candidate and I can do that job," McNary said.

McNary, 47, said he worked as a business analyst at Enterprise Rent-A-Car and a sales representative at Monsanto before returning to college and getting his teaching certificate. Shortly after getting a job teaching high school math, McNary was elected to the state House of Representatives in 2008. He is the son of another politician - Gene McNary, who was elected as St. Louis County prosecutor and executive and lost a 1980 U.S. Senate race and a 1984 Republican gubernatorial primary.

Like Cole McNary, Zweifel was a state House member from the St. Louis area when he first ran for treasurer in 2008. Zweifel, 38, now lives in Columbia.

"I am confident about the position I am in as I seek re-election in 2012 no matter who my opponent is," Zweifel said Thursday in an emailed statement. "Since my first day on the job as state treasurer, I have focused on running a transparent and fiscally accountable office that gets more for Missouri's tax dollars."

Zweifel had more than $720,000 in his campaign account at the end of September, the most recent reporting period. McNary had a little more than $28,000 in his campaign account. But McNary said Republican Tom Schweich's victory over Democratic Auditor Susan Montee in the 2010 elections gives him confidence an incumbent treasurer also can be unseated.

McNary's entry into the treasurer's race comes a day after a judicial panel released new boundaries for state House districts for the 2012 elections. Were he to seek re-election, McNary could find himself in a primary against two other Republican incumbents who were drawn into the same district as him.

But McNary said the new legislative districts had no bearing on his decision to run for treasurer, which he said he had resolved to do shortly before the new maps were released.

"You need a conservative who's going to be a watchdog on how the state spends its money," McNary said.

Zweifel said he has approached the treasurer's job "in a bipartisan way that puts taxpayers ahead of politics."

Audit OKs Mo. Highway Patrol's use of road funds 
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- The Missouri State Highway Patrol has received a good review from the state auditor for its use of highway funds.

State law requires that money allotted to the patrol from the state highway fund can be used only for administering and enforcing state motor vehicle laws and traffic regulations.

A review by State Auditor Tom Schweich's office concluded that the patrol complied with that legal requirement during the 2011 fiscal year.

Schweich's report says the patrol actually spent $2.1 million more on highway-related activities than was paid for from highway funds.

McCaskill: Move funds from Afghanistan to US roads 

By Associated Press, Joplin Globe
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. — Sen. Claire McCaskill is proposing to shift money from development in Afghanistan for roads and bridges in the U.S.

The U.S. Department of Defense pays for projects through the Commanders’ Emergency Response Program and the Afghanistan Infrastructure Fund. McCaskill’s proposal would allow the funds to be used for projects costing $50,000 or less. Excess money in the funds would be shifted to the U.S. Department of Transportation.

McCaskill, a Democrat from Missouri, said Thursday the Commanders’ Emergency Response Program was intended for small humanitarian and repair projects to increase local support. She says it has ballooned to cover highways and power plants that cannot be sustained and that investments are needed for U.S. infrastructure.

McCaskill says the U.S. Agency for International Development could continue funding development projects in Afghanistan.
McCaskill produces a flurry of proposals

By Steve Kraske, Kansas City Star
It’s never a bad time for a politician to pitch proposals that are expected to be embraced by voters.

But now is a particularly opportune time for Sen. Claire McCaskill. The Missouri Democrat’s bid for re-election next year is considered a toss-up race, one prominent political scientist predicted Thursday.

In a flurry of action this week, McCaskill proposed eliminating all congressional earmarks, those pork-barrel projects slipped into spending bills without the usual scrutiny. And on Thursday, she recommended taking a portion of the money now being spent on large construction projects in Afghanistan and shifting it to the United States to upgrade roads and bridges here.

“I can’t stand by as we spend billions on roads, electrical grids, bridges in Afghanistan, knowing the incredible need we have in this country for exactly that kind of investment,” McCaskill said.

Both proposals may very well generate applause back in Missouri — and that may be precisely the point.

“These are popular positions,” said University of Missouri political scientist Peverill Squire. “This gives her a couple of issues where she’s out front taking stands where probably most Missourians agree with her.”

For her part, McCaskill said both plans are aimed at doing what makes good financial sense and not scoring points with voters. She said she’s been doing that since arriving in Washington in 2007.

“This notion that somehow this is a conversion for the purpose of the election, those are people who haven’t been paying attention,” she said of her critics.

Political pundits have noticed that McCaskill has been warily eyeing her 2012 re-election race for some time.

In January, she announced she was searching for alternatives to the individual mandate, a key component of President Barack Obama’s national health care reform law. The mandate requires that virtually every individual carry health insurance or pay a penalty, and has proved to be especially controversial.

McCaskill was an early supporter of Obama in 2008, but began to distance herself from him at a time the president’s poll numbers dropped so low that many Democrats now doubt he will actively campaign in the Show Me state next year. A CNN analysis of the 2012 presidential race released Thursday didn’t even mention Missouri, once considered a top battleground state.

These days, McCaskill is fond of saying she’s not afraid to tell the president when she thinks he’s wrong. But those ties may be hard to cut.

“She’s linked with him,” Squire noted. “But look at a lot of the things she’s done the last couple of years trying to counter that by taking strong positions against government spending.”

Three Republicans — former state treasurer Sarah Steelman, U.S. Rep. Todd Akin and St. Louis businessman John Brunner — are running in the August primary for the chance to take on McCaskill next fall.

“These are actions taken the last couple of days that have everything to do about her worrying about getting re-elected, which is what Washington does quite well,” Steelman said. “The public is sick and tired of (members of Congress) putting their interests ahead of the country’s interests.”

Akin also said McCaskill’s recent action “smells like election-year proposals.”

But in a sign of how popular McCaskill’s earmark plan is with conservatives, Steelman said she supported it and hoped it passes. She only questioned why McCaskill took so long to get engaged on the issue. 

Indeed, McCaskill is teaming up with Sen. Pat Toomey, a Pennsylvania Republican, on the earmark ban. Currently there’s a temporary ban on earmarks, which McCaskill played a central role in promoting, much to her own party’s dismay. She and Toomey, a tea party ally and longtime fiscal watchdog, have a bill to do away with them permanently.

The pair is hoping that in the current climate of frugality, and with the public angry and elections looming, legislators might be wary of spending like recent lottery winners.

“We can’t afford to waste money this way,” Toomey said.

Even before the senators’ joint press conference began, Brunner tried to undercut McCaskill. In a statement, his campaign listed examples of bills that she supported that included earmarks.

McCaskill, however, defended those votes.

“I never have requested or sought or gotten an earmark,” she said in a statement. “When I got here I knew that if I voted against every appropriations bill that had earmarks I would never be able to vote for any appropriations bills.”

A Brunner spokesman later admitted that he didn’t know how his candidate would handle a similar situation if elected.

On the bill that would funnel defense money intended for projects in Afghanistan to U.S. infrastructure projects, McCaskill said if passed it would result in $800 million coming home. 

She said government auditors have determined that major infrastructure projects in Afghanistan had failed to improve relations between the government and its people, which was a key goal of the counterinsurgency movement.

“We should take this investment and put it in roads and bridges right here in our country,” McCaskill argued.

But Akin countered that new roadways in Afghanistan are needed to help wean that nation off its heavy reliance on the heroin trade.

“I think we need serious problem-solving here,” he said.

Slay joins White House push for extended payroll tax break

By Bill Lambrecht, St. Louis Post-Dispatch
WASHINGTON • In the final hours before close votes on key tax relief proposals, the Obama administration recruited St. Louis Mayor Francis Slay and two other Democratic mayors to make the president's case this afternoon.

The Senate could vote as early as tonight on dueling proposals that would extend the Social Security tax relief expiring at month's end for another year. Democrats and Republicans in Congress say they support the extension but offer starkly different ways to pay for it.

Democrats propose a 3.25 percent surcharge on income over $1 million but Republicans have remained steadfastly opposed to raising taxes, even on the wealthy.

As an alternative, Senate Republicans have offered a plan to pay for a one-year extension -- but no increased tax break -- by freezing salaries of federal employees for three years and shrinking the federal workforce by 10 percent.

With neither proposal expected to muster sufficient votes to pass in the polarized environs of Congress, party leaders likely will be back in negotiations in search of a way to pay for the year-old tax break.

In the political jockeying leading up to the vote, the mayors were called in.

"Middle class families are struggling; they do need this extra income," Slay said, speaking on a White House-arranged conference call. "This is not money they are going to sock away somewhere. This is money that they are going to spend."

Also endorsing the White House proposal were Cincinnati Mayor Mark Mallory and Minneapolis Mayor R.T. Rybak.

The payroll tax cut was part of the agreement last year to extend the Bush-era tax cuts through 2012. This year, Americans saw paycheck deductions of 4.2 percent of earnings rather than 6.2 percent, the amount that will be taken out again starting in January if Congress does nothing about it.

Senate Democrats want to further increase the deduction to 3.1 percent, which President Barack Obama proposed as part of his jobs package.

In addition, the Democrats' proposal would cut in half the first $5 million payroll tax paid by most small businesses next year.

If Congress doesn't act, the impasse will amount to a $903 per-family tax increase next year for the average Missouri family, according to Senate Democratic figures. In Illinois, where the average family income is higher, the increased Social Security payroll tax would average $1,079.

The challenge unmet thus far is how to recoup that money for the Treasury amid heightened concerns about the federal deficit.

Sen. Mark Kirk. , R-Ill., signaled his opposition to the Democratic plan this afternoon by arguing that the Democratic proposal would jeopardize the solvency of Social Security.

"We know that 10,000 Americans a day are now qualifying for Social Security. We know this is an era of no free lunch," he said.

Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ken., said today that "struggling American workers should continue to get this temporary relief for another year" -- a signal that the GOP knows the stakes and is ready to deal.

McConnell touted the GOP plan to take the money from federal employees.

"Well, one of the things the economic downturn of the past few years has revealed is that a lot of people out there are getting a pretty good deal from government at every level, all on the taxpayer's dime," he said on the Senate floor.

Asked about the GOP plan, Slay said: "We're asking the wealthy Americans to step up and pay for this so that it doesn't impact the deficit, and it has people making the most money paying for this thing."

Added Mallory: "Federal employees fall into the category we're talking about as well -- middle-class Americans who are going to work every day, working hard trying to earn money so they can raise families and provide for their families."

Area schools' graduation rates drop under new system of calculation

By Erin Ragan, Southeast Missourian
Graduation rates at school districts around Southeast Missouri have taken a dip under a new system of calculating the numbers, including in Cape Girardeau, where the new method puts the rate down almost 10 points to under 70 percent. 

The Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education released its 2010-2011 report card on its website Thursday, which contains the new graduation rates for the state, districts and schools. Using the new methods, many schools showed a decrease in graduation rates, but the federal government maintains those rates are more accurate. 

The new system, known as the four-year adjusted cohort graduation rate, divides the number of freshmen students who graduate in four years with a regular high school diploma by the number of students who form the "adjusted cohort" for the graduating class. An adjusted cohort is formed initially with students entering the ninth grade for the first time at a given school and is adjusted for students who enter or leave the class. 

Students who leave the class by transferring to another school do not affect the rate as long as the transfer is documented, but dropouts always do, as do students who take longer than four years to graduate. 

Under the previous method, known as the "leaver method," rates weren't affected if students took more than four years to graduate. And before, when students disappeared they often were classified as transfers, even though some of them had actually dropped out. Many schools weren't required to document that transfers showed up somewhere else. 

The U.S. Department of Education is mandating this year that all states use the new method. The change was spurred in part from a lack of consistency between the methods states were using to compute graduation rates. Rates can now be uniformly compared across states. 

Over the summer, department officials said graduation rates would appear to decrease across the board as states moved to the new method, because it requires that each student be tracked, giving a more accurate count of how many actually finish high school. While making the switch to the new method, some states reported graduation rates 10 or 15 percentage points lower than those calculated with earlier methods. 

Missouri's rate using the new method dropped to 79.8 percent for 2011, compared to 86.4 percent using the old method in the same year. The Cape Girardeau School District shows a 76.9 percent graduation rate for 2011 using the old method. Using the new system, the district's rate is listed as 67.5 percent. 

For the Scott City School District, the old method showed the 2011 rate at 93.6 percent. With the new method, it's 89.2 percent. 

Less of a difference is seen in the Jackson School District. Using the old method, the 2011 rate there is 93.3 percent. With the new method, it is listed at 90.2 percent. 

Dr. Rita Fisher, assistant superintendent in Jackson, said students who take longer than four years to graduate will affect her district the most. 

"We do have students that it takes them an extra semester, and we have the special education students who are allowed to stay until they are 21," she said. "I think if the student needs the extra time, they should have it." 

Dr. Mike Cowan, principal of Central High School, addressed the district's graduation rate dropping in a letter to parents in November. Cowan wrote that high schools with significant at-risk populations would see the most significant decline in their rates of graduation. 

"With our level of diversity at Cape Central, where we have significant presence of all the standard at-risk populations, I anticipate we will experience an approximate decline of 10 percentage points," he wrote. 

The good news for the school, he wrote, is that there are reform initiatives in place to address graduation rates and focus on graduating incoming freshmen in four years. 

Those initiatives include the use of professional learning community methods and "Preparing for Academic Success" classes, which are required for freshmen students. The classes provide time each day for students to ask questions, share concerns, focus on study time and work with their teacher to stay on top of organization and planning. 

According to DESE, the new rates will not have any No Child Left Behind implications until next year, but Missouri has received approval from the U.S. Department of Education to use a five-year graduation rate for 2012. Graduation rates are used in determining whether schools make adequate yearly progress under the act. 

McCaskill: Permanent earmark ban could help rebuild levees

By Tim Sampson, Missouri News Horizon
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. – Sen. Claire McCaskill is putting a new spin on her quest to permanently end congressional earmarking – an angle that targets victims of catastrophic flooding along the Missouri and Mississippi rivers this year.

While speaking to reporters this week, McCaskill said the bill she and Sen. Pat Toomey, R-Pennsylvania, are pushing to make the current moratorium on budget earmarks permanent would pave the way for more equitable funding of river management projects.

“I think Missouri would be at the very top of the heap if you look at the needs of Missouri as it relates to flood control,” McCaskill said.

Missouri’s Democratic senator said that earmarks – a legislative tool by which lawmaker set aside funds or limited tax breaks for their home state or district – have caused funding for U.S. Army Corps of Engineer projects to be diverted to states where the need is less urgent. She said that Corp of Engineer funding frequently represents the influence of individual lawmakers rather than the merits of specific projects.

McCaskill has sought to link the earmark debate to the current funding crisis related to the rebuilding of dozens of damaged or destroyed levees along the Missouri River in the state. The Corps of Engineers says it has only been able to secure full funding for a handful of the most urgent levee repairs, meaning many flood control structures will not be fixed by next spring’s flood season.

The proposed ban would define earmarks as any congressionally directed spending item, limited tax benefit or limited tariff benefit. By creating a broad definition, the senators hope to keep lawmakers from exploiting current loopholes.

The bill would also create a “point-of-order” against earmarks, giving legislative leaders the ability to single-handedly toss out earmarks that lawmakers may attempt to attach to bills anyway. Under the proposed bill, it would take a two-thirds majority to override the point-of-order.

MISSOURINET
Bill would give tax deductions for storm shelters
By Allison Blood

Representative Terry Swinger says he’s been trying since 2006 to get a bill passed to help people afford storm shelters. He says this year it will be filed as a tax deduction instead of a tax credit, so hopefully it will make it through the Senate.

He says he made one major change, and that was to make this bill a tax deduction and not a tax credit. He says that means money will come back to people who built these shelters on their income taxes in April. He says this change is what the bill needs to be passed through the Senate.

He says it will cost the state less money – there will be a two million dollar cap on the deductions. Swinger says there’s no way to know when a disaster will happen but it’s easy to know you’re prepared.

He says there was a tornado in 2006 in Caruthersville where Swinger is from. He says there were no deaths in the tornado despite a lot of damage, because people were prepared and had a safe place to go.

Medicare open enrollment deadline draws close

By Mike Lear

This year’s deadline for Medicare open enrollment is Wednesday; much earlier than in the past when it continued through December 31. The Insurance Department is reminding Missouri’s senior citizens not to let it pass without acting.

The Department is also reminding consumers to take advantage of its CLAIM program. “CLAIM” stands for Community Leaders Assisting the Insured of Missouri. Spokesman Travis Ford says it is there to take some confusion out of what many think is a daunting task. “No products are sold. Nobody’s going to try to convince you of anything but the options that are available to you.” He says CLAIM is available over the phone or in person; whichever is preferred.

Ford says since open enrollment began October 15, CLAIM has helped more than 6,500 Missourians at over 100 enrollment events across the state. The Department says in some specific cases, it has made a great difference in a person’s life:

· A Kansas City woman, after talking with a CLAIM counselor, discovered she was paying for two separate Medicare policies, and one of them was unnecessary. In addition, she determined she was eligible for the Extra Help program and the Medicare Savings Program. By canceling the unnecessary policy and qualifying for the assistance programs, the woman will save $441 per month.

· A St. Louis woman came in with four insurance plans. A counselor pointed out that she was significantly over-insured. The woman ended up canceling all four policies and switching to more suitable plans. She will save $211 per month.

· A St. Louis retiree was paying $1,200 per month for health coverage through his former employer. Consulting with a CLAIM counselor showed that he and his wife would be better off buying a combination of Medicare plans, which they decided to do, saving $600 per month.

As open enrollment draws near its close, Ford cautions that last-minute scams ramp up by those trying to exploit senior citizens. He says most agents and plan sales people are honest, “but there are those, it is a fact, that want to take advantage of seniors. So, you need to use a trusted resource like the CLAIM program, or an insurance agent that you know personally or have been recommended to you by someone you trust.”

Ford urges those who think they have encountered an agent that was not honest or competent to contact the Department and file a complaint.

The Department is also always looking for individuals to help support CLAIM. Ford says the program has a small, full-time support staff and a large, statewide network of volunteers. “We encourage people to sign up as volunteers. It’s a great way to spend your retirement. If you’re a retired person, you get to help people your age and older make important decisions and help them understand very complex issues in their life that are sometimes difficult to understand.”
Missouri women’s wage gap stagnant

By Bob Priddy

A federal study indicates Missouri’s women earn about one-fourth less than men do for doing the same jobs. But that’s nothing new.

The federal bureau of labor statistics calculates the median wage of Missouri women is about 75 cents for each dollar paid to men in similar positions….Only Alaska, Louisiana, West Virginia, and Wyoming have worse ratios. Missouri’s ratio is six percentage points under the national average. Bureau economist Linda Nickisch ways Missouri’s situation has not improved since spiking more than a decade ago. Women in 1998 earned almost 81 percent of what men earned, the only time Missouri’s women have topped 80 percent.

Nationally, women have narrowed the gap considerably while Missouri’s women have held in the 75 to 77 percent range. Nickisch says women nationally earned 62 percent of what men earned in 1979. Now, nationally, the figure is more than 81 percent.

She says the ratios are based on extensive samples of wage and salaried workers and don’t include people in agriculture or those who are self-employed or are in management and are CEOs. She says age, education, and the makeup of a state’s industries and the labor force also can affect pay ratios.

McCaskill wants Afghanistan money kept here
By Bob Priddy

Senator McCaskill says hundreds of millions of dollars are better spent on roads and bridges in this country instead of on big projects in Afghanistan.  She says the projects in Afghanistan aren’t doing any good.

McCaskill is a member of the Senate Armed Services Committee who has regularly criticized military contracting programs in Iraq and in Afghanistan.  She wants to cut as much as 700-milion dollars out of the Commander’s Emergency Response Program and put it into the federal highway trust fund. 

McCaskill says the money is in a program that was intended for finance small projects designed to win the hearts and minds of people.  But she says it’s become a runaway program. She says hundreds of millions of dollars are being used for projects built in unsecure environments and cannot be sustained.  .

McCaskill says teams of inspectors have reported many major projects cannot be protected from insurgent attacks and are not improving services to people or loyalty to a government.  She says the defense department inspector general has reported as much as 38-milion dollars in the program is vulnerable to abuse, fraud, or waste.

The Pentagon calls the program “critical” to fighting insurgency. 

McCaskill introduced her proposal during debate on the new defense appropriations authorization bill but the Senate did not vote on it before approving the bill. McCaskill still has other avenues to remove the money from the budget.

BLOG ZONE 

Missouri lawmakers study new maps and weigh their options
By Jo Mannies, St. Louis Beacon

At first glance, state Rep. Chris Carter thought that the new House district-boundary map released this week reflected judicial anger at being drawn into the process in the first place.

"When I first saw the map, I shook my head,'' said Carter, who was placed into a St. Louis district with two fellow Democratic legislators.”I personally thought it was a message from the judges, 'We don't like to do this.' "

But by Thursday, Carter had moved on and taken action. He talked to the other legislators in the new 76th District -- Reps. Karla May and Jamilah Nasheed -- and the trio began to map out alternatives.

Nasheed and Carter predict that two of the three will either: A) Move to neighboring vacant House districts or B) Run in 2012 for something else.

Nasheed, for example, is giving a hard look at the 5th District state Senate seat. "I'm definitely not running against Karla May or Chris Carter,'' Nasheed said.

Running for the 5th District could mean that Nasheed challenges incumbent Democrat Robin Wright Jones, D-St. Louis, who has been under fire for some campaign-finance issues.

Nasheed said she'd heard that Jones wouldn't seek re-election. But Jones said in a brief emailed response that she is "absolutely" planning to seek a second term.

Such turmoil, amid a lot of talk, appears to be the pattern as Missouri's 163 state House members and 34 state senators consider their options in the wake of the new maps that -- by all accounts -- dramatically shift many districts or their boundaries.

May, Carter and Nasheed are among at least 50 state House members who were drawn into districts that include one or more colleagues. Several area state senators are in similar predicaments.

Missouri appellate judges took over the map-drawing jobs for the House and Senate when two bipartisan commissions, set by Gov. Jay Nixon, failed to reach the consensus required under the Missouri constitution.

African-American legislators initially raised concerns because at least five incumbents appear at risk because of the way the new boundaries are drawn. The chair of the judicial commission, Judge Lisa White Hardwick, said in a statement when the maps were issued that federal Voting Rights requirements were taken into account.

But now, state Rep. Tishaura Jones shares the optimism of Carter and Nasheed that the new districts may offer more opportunities for minority legislators -- even if current incumbents may feel political pain.

Jones, D-St. Louis, cites the judicial panel's statistics that show 18 new districts statewide will have majority minority populations. Sixteen of those districts should favor African-American candidates. That's one more than the 15 districts now represented by African-Americans.

But while the big picture may look better for African-American legislators, the individual predicaments are more mixed. Jones, for example, says her new district will have a larger minority population -- but it will no longer include parts of Soulard and other near South Side areas that she has enjoyed representing.

Jones said she is still mulling over whether to run in the new 79th District -- or go with another option and run for St. Louis city treasurer.

The 2012 political year, she said, "is going to be pretty heated, to say the least."

A few legislators who were happy with their new boundaries were openly celebrating their good fortune.

State Sen. Brian Nieves, R-Washington, was pleased to jettison the part of his district in St. Louis County, which is being replaced by rural territory. Tweeted Nieves on Thursday:

"I'm sooo Blessed! Although it’s a Sad Goodbye to the STL County portion of my district, I'm THRILLED to gain Crawford & Gasconade Counties!!"

Lawsuits or "Let's Make a Deal"?

On Thursday, three St. Louis County legislators drawn into the new 89th District -- Republicans John Diehl of Town and Country, Rick Stream of Kirkwood and Cole McNary of Chesterfield -- each agreed to go their separate ways.

McNary is running for state treasurer in 2012. Stream plans to move into the neighboring 90th District, which takes in much of his current territory. Diehl (right) will run in the new 89th.

"Rick and I are old friends,'' Diehl said.”We resolved it among ourselves."

State Rep. Stacey Newman, D-Richmond Heights, said she's also in talks with fellow Democrat Susan Carlson, D-St. Louis, since the two have been drawn into the same new district.

Newman, who heads the House Progressive Caucus, said she's particularly concerned about preserving at least the same number of progressive House Democrats as hold office now.

But looking at the new districts and their boundaries, she observed drily, "Obviously, the lines were not drawn with incumbents in mind."

The new districts were drawn by six judges. Three -- Judges Hardwick, Robert G. Dowd Jr. and Nancy Steffen Rahmeyer -- had been appointed to their current posts by Democratic governors. The other three -- Judges Don E. Burrell Jr., Roy L. Richter and James E. Welsh -- were named by a Republican governor.

Hardwick has issued the only statement, emphasizing that the judges drew the new districts to meet all state and federal requirements.

But some legislators in both parties have been threatening possible suits.

Rep. Chris Kelly, D-Columbia, for instance, was placed in the same district as Rep. Caleb Jones, R-California.

While Kelly said he would be "happy to run in" in his reconfigured new district, "I want to posit the possibility that legislators might not like it and it may also be an ineptly drawn plan."

He asserted that the judges didn't put a lot of attention to details, pointing to the example of placing House Majority Leader Tim Jones (left), R-Eureka, and Rep. Paul Curtman, R-Pacific, in the same district.

"To get Curtman into Jones' district, there's actually a little bump there that puts him in," Kelly said. "Anybody who was doing their job correctly would have looked at that and said 'Oh, this is inappropriate.' "

House Majority Leader Tim Jones – a Eureka Republican who will likely be speaker of the House next year – said he’s spoken with Curtman and added it’s unlikely the two will be in a Republican primary.

Jones said Curtman has two districts that are “literally a stone’s throw away from him” that he could run in.

“He has a lot of options,” said Jones, "He and I have already spoken. He is not interested in running in a primary against the sitting majority leader who is going to be the next House speaker [and has] a half million dollars sitting in the bank. Because he wants and needs my help to retain his seat and he’s got several options open to him.”

While Jones said Curtman may have an easy option of moving, that may not be as simple for lawmakers who live in more rural parts of the state.

“The places where we’re going to have issues is outstate, rural areas that cover great amounts of space where someone cannot simply move across town,” Jones said. “Luckily in the congested areas of St. Louis County where the most damage was done, it’s going to be the easiest for people to move. They literally have to move down the street in some instances. Things will work out, many places will work out. But as you said, there are going to be a couple that are going to be more problematic.”

While Jones agreed with Kelly that there could potentially be legal action against the maps, he said there could be other unintended consequences. He questioned why so many incumbents were lumped into the same districts.

"I think it was a very short-sighted experiment,” Jones said “And I think it did a disservice to the voters and the citizens of this state who’d elected these people and now suddenly their incumbent is taken away from them.”

Kelly also contended that there may have been violations of the Missouri Sunshine Law during the decision-making process, which Columbia Daily Tribune reporter Rudi Keller detailed last month, that could also provide grounds for a legal challenge.

Kelly was among several legislators and political activists who have said the Senate map may be challenged because it split counties into multiple Senate districts in a manner that they believe may violate the Missouri constitution.

"I think it's particularly bad when the court doesn't follow the law," said Kelly, who was a judge before returning to the legislature in 2008. "Having been a judge, I am particularly sensitive to that, because it creates the impressions that the courts think of the law as not for them."

Which court, if any?

In the past, critics have gone to federal court to file lawsuits against Missouri legislative maps drawn by judges. But some legal sources say there's no outright prohibition in the state constitution against suits filed in state courts.

Hardwick's staff referred press queries to the Missouri attorney general's office, which issued a cryptic statement late Thursday: "We understand that individuals from both political parties are frustrated with the maps. We take the concerns on both sides of the aisle seriously and have solicited input from each side regarding their respective positions."

Opponents of the Senate map have pointed, as an example, to the way Johnson, Cass and St. Charles counties are divided, asserting that they violate a constitutional prohibition against splitting certain counties to create Senate districts.

Sen. David Pearce, R-Warrensburg, was among those affected by the decision to split Johnson County. His residence is now in the 21st District, which includes a number of counties -- such as Saline, Lafayette and Pettis county -- that were not in his old 31st Senate district.

"I've had people from inside the district and across the state call me up and talk about the unconstitutionality," Pearce said. "... It's blatantly unfair and it shouldn't have been done."

But even though other Republicans -- such as Rep. Mike McGhee, R-Odessa -- have started fundraising committees to run for the 21st District, Pearce said he will not move to run in the nearby 31st District. He also said he doesn't plan to file a lawsuit, but added he's heard interest from others.

"I'm going to run in the 21st. In fact, I've already made a trip to Marshall and visited with the Marshall Rotary Club at noon today," Pearce said. "I am not going to move. I've asked my family to sacrifice so many things. That's just something I'm personally not willing to ask them to do."

"The way I look at it," he added, "you deal with the cards that you're dealt. And so, I'm going to work hard and try to get elected in the 21st senatorial district."

Back in St. Louis, Rep. Tishaura Jones offers a similar sentiment. "If the commissions appointed by the governor had approved maps,'' she said, "we wouldn't be in this predicament."

The redistricting breakdown in the MO House: Lots of incumbents going toe to toe

by Steve Kraske, Kansas City Star Prime Buzz

Missouri House staffers have reviewed the new legislative maps that a panel of Missouri judges just submitted.

Those judges drew new district boundary lines as the law requires every 10 years due to population shifts.

Here’s the breakdown: 

Fifty-five incumbents are grouped with at least one other incumbent in a total of 26 districts. Twenty-three of those districts have two incumbents each, while three districts have three incumbents.

Of the grouped incumbents, 23 are Democrats and 32 are Republicans.

Of the 26 districts that have grouped incumbents, nine have only Democrats, 13 have only Republicans and four have a Democrat paired with a Republican.

With 25 current members termed, that leaves 138 incumbents eligible to run in 2012. As a result 40 percent of eligible returning incumbents are grouped with other incumbents.

Grouped eligible returning incumbents by district:

2 Guernsey, Klippenstein

5 Shively, Shumake

21 McDonald, Anders

24 Talboy, Morgan

36 Holsman, McManus

43 Houghton, Cauthorn

50 Caleb Jones, Kelly

57 Largent, Wanda Brown

67 Taylor, Webb

76 Nasheed, May, Carter

85 Smith, Pace

87 Newman, Carlson

88 Schupp, McCreery

89 Stream, Diehl, McNary

92 Montecillo, Sifton

97 Fuhr, McCaherty

100 Gosen, Allen, Koenig

103 Funderburk, Bahr

110 Curtman, Tim Jones

118 Harris, Fitzwater

119 Schatz, Hinson 

121 Day, Frederick

133 Long, Burlison

148 Brandom, Hodges 

152 Hampton, Richardson

160 Lant, Reiboldt

163 Davis, Flanigan

Anti-abortion groups file suit to block MOSIRA
By Jason Rosenbaum, St. Louis Beacon
Two anti-abortion rights groups filed a lawsuit Thursday to prevent the implementation of the Missouri Science and Innovation Reinvestment Act.

The recently-signed law - widely known as MOSIRA - would provide incentives to companies within certain fields, such as biotechnology and life sciences. The measure was one of the few bills to pass during the latest special session of the General Assembly and also was heralded by Gov. Jay Nixon as potentially a major economic development tool.

But the bill faced pushback from anti-abortion rights groups who argued that it lacked sufficient protections to keep money from going to embryonic stem-cell research. One opening for the groups to challenge the law was stored in a provision linking the program's implementation to the passage of broader economic development legislation debated in the special session. That measure -- known as Senate Bill 8 -- failed after Republicans in the House and Senate couldn't come to a consensus.

That clause states: "Section A of this act relating to science and innovation shall not become effective except upon the passage and approval by signature of the governor only of senate bill no. 8 relating to taxation and enacted during the first extraordinary session of first regular session of the ninety-sixth general assembly."

Citing the provision, leaders of both Missouri Right to Life and Missouri Roundtable for Life filed a lawsuit in Cole County Circuit Court Thursday to stop MOSIRA from going into effect.

"Essentially it said MOSIRA shall not become effective except that [the economic development bill] passes in that special session," said President of Missouri Roundtable for Life Fred Sauer in an interview. "There's no law that can go into effect according to the plain language of the law itself.

Added Missouri Right to Life President Pam Fichter in an interview: "The very last section, the very last sentence in [MOSIRA] basically says that in order for it to be enacted [economic development legislation] also had to pass. Well, it didn't pass. So that's as clear as it can be. And it has to pass during the special session, because that's what the language said."

Nanci Gonder, a spokesman for the attorney general's office, said in an email, "We just received petition and will review it. No comment at this time." Nixon spokesman Scott Holste said: "We’ll defer comment to the AG’s office, which represents the state."
At a ceremonial bill signing of MOSIRA at the Donald Danforth Plant Science Center earlier this fall, Nixon said he wasn't concerned about the prospect of litigation. He also said he would ask the legislature to "decouple" the implementation provision from MOSIRA.

Nixon added: "The bottom line is we're not going to slow down or back up because of what may be litigation. We're going to move forward onto this bill."

While some -- such as House Minority Leader Mike Talboy, D-Kansas City -- have suggested that the implementation provision will be thrown out, Fichter said there's precedent that could uphold it.
Police group seeks local control via the ballot, not in the state Capitol

By Jo Mannies, St. Louis Beacon
For the St. Louis Police Officers Association, the third time is not the charm.

The association announced Thursday that it is opposing the third legislative attempt in a year to persuade the Missouri General Assembly to approve local control of the St. Louis Police Department, which has been governed by the state since 1861.

Instead, the group -- which backed this year's earlier legislative efforts -- said it will support the proposed 2012 initiative-petition proposal advanced by the  group, "A Safer Missouri,''  which is funded by wealthy financier Rex Sinquefield.

The police association said the initiative's latest wording "reflects months of negotiations" between the association and A Safer Missouri. The police group for decades has opposed local control

"Under the compromise plan, the city will control the police department operations and budgets, but benefits, pensions and residency requirements would remain under state control," the association said. "Political interference by elected officials was also prohibited by law under the compromise."

The compromise came after the General Assembly rejected a similarly worded bill last spring and during this fall's special session.  The House twice approved the proposal, but the Senate twice killed it during a broader battle over an economic development bill.

"It's settled," said association business manager Jeff Roorda, a former legislator.  "The city has what it has been looking for, local control, and police officers have the protections in place that we were so concerned about. We have a clean compromise that will be going before the voters of Missouri in the form of a ballot initiative.  Let the people decide." 

The association and A Safer Missouri reached an agreement on a compromise, prompting Safer Missouri to withdraw proposed initiatives with wording that the association had challenged in court.

"There were some unwanted, superfluous provisions in the failed compromise legislation under consideration during the regular and special session that were added in by lawmakers with their own ideas," Roorda said. "These provisions are out of the new ballot initiative and we simply don't have an appetite for exposing the statutes that affect our members' livelihoods to the legislative process when we have a clean ballot compromise on city control.

"The legislative gridlock on our compromise drove us into discussions with A Safer Missouri and there is no reason for us to take our chances with the legislature again, "Roorda said.   "We will oppose any city control bill that comes before the legislature."

State Sen. Joe Keaveny, D-St. Louis, filed a bill Thursday that is similar to the measure that died during this fall's special session.  Roorda said the police association "worked closely with Keaveny to craft that bill but in the end it contained several unwanted provisions that had been heaped onto the bill in the legislative process."

Added Roorda:  "Senator Keaveny did his level best to keep his bill clean but it only takes one Senator with a penchant or filibustering and an axe to grind to endanger the benefits of our members and we're simply not willing to take that kind of chance with our members' futures."

"Our supporters in the Capitol understand our concerns. We tried to resolve this legislatively and they tried to help.  That didn’t work," said Roorda. "Now we have a path to a clean, voter-approved compromise.  That’s the path we’re taking."

McNary -- the legislator -- announces GOP bid for state treasurer in 2012
By Jo Mannies, St. Louis Beacon

State Rep. Cole McNary, R-Chesterfield, says today's announcement that he is running for Missouri state treasurer has nothing to do with Wednesday's release of a new redistricting map that tosses him in the same district with two GOP colleagues.

"I'm sorry that the maps came out the same day I decided to go for it," said McNary. "It's not related at all."

The new House map puts McNary in the same district as fellow Reps. John Diehl and Rick Stream, also Republicans.

McNary, 47, is in the midst of his second term in the Missouri House. He is the son of former St. Louis County Executive Gene McNary.
So far, he's the only Republican who has officially challenged incumbent state Treasurer Clint Zweifel, a Democrat.

McNary says he's seeking the post because he sees it as a way to further his interest in making state government smaller and more efficient. "There's some big issues that all the states have to deal with," McNary said.

Spending on healthcare, public education and public-employee pensions, he continued, are "bankrupting the states."

McNary said he loves focusing on those issues in the Missouri House, but believes that he could also make strides as state treasurer. "It struck me as a good opportunity," he said.

McNary said he has discussed his candidacy with his father, who warned him of the rigors of a statewide campaign. The elder McNary made two unsuccessful statewide bids in the 1980s, for governor and the U.S. Senate. Gene McNary also ran unsuccessfully for Congress in 2000.

In his written announcement, Cole McNary said, "Over the past few weeks I’ve been talking with people from across the state about the need for a strong fiscal conservative in the Treasurer’s office. I believe the support is there and I can’t wait to hit the campaign trail."

"Missouri families are worried about the future, and so am I. It’s time to get our state government off our backs and back on our side." said McNary. "I want to be part of the solution by taking the special interest out of out state government."

UPDATE: The Missouri Democratic Party reacted to McNary's candidacy by noting that he has made no public comments disparaging Zweifel's performance. Zweifel has held the post since 2009.

"It's not surprising Treasurer Zweifel's new opponent has only positive things to say about him," said state Democratic Party spokeswoman Caitlin Legacki. "It underscores the work Treasurer Zweifel has been doing to protect Missouri's investments in a tough economic time. At a time when voters are frustrated with the bitter partisanship in Jefferson City and Washington, Clint is the kind of serious leader we need who puts results for taxpayers ahead of politics."

Crowd of Missouri Republicans back Romney, could influence caucuses

By Jo Mannies, St. Louis Beacon
Former Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney rolled out dozens of endorsements today from prominent Missouri Republicans, including many moderates as well as conservatives.

The pro-Romney lineup includes former U.S. Sen. Jim Talent, who also backed Romney in 2008, as well as state House Speaker Steve Tilley, R-Perryville, former U.S. Ambassador George H. (Burt) Walker III, and former state Sen. Betty Sims, R-Ladue.

Romney's list is the largest bloc of Missouri Republicans to side with a presidential hopeful, and could well be helpful in the GOP caucuses this spring that will dole out the party's delegates.

Romney also is competing in the February presidential primary election, but at the moment the GOP doesn't plan to use those results to award delegates. Such a move could be helpful to Romney, since he came in third in the 2008 presidential primary that did count. The victor was Sen. John McCain of Arizona, followed by former Arkansas Gov. Mike Huckabee.

Romney said in a statement that such GOP support highlight the political importance he is placing on Missouri, which he declared "will be a critical state" in November 2012.

"Whether our country continues down the same failed path of the last three years, or chooses a different, more prosperous course might well be decided by Missouri voters," Romney said, alluding to Missouri's bellwether status (until 2008). "I look forward to working with these leaders to defeat President Obama in Missouri and help put our country on a path to prosperity."

The list does not include state Auditor Tom Schweich, a Republican who appeared with Romney at a campaign event last spring in southwest Missouri. Schweich says that's because he's part of an earlier group of Missouri Republicans who endorsed Romney. "I am 100 percent behind Mitt Romney,'' Schweich said.

Romney had headlined Schweich's largest fundraising event for his successful 2010 campaign bid.

Tilley, who recently dropped his bid for lieutenant governor, lauded Romney's public and private experience. "We have seen the results of having a president without experience working in the economy and they have not been good," Tilley said in Romney's release.

"Mitt Romney spent his life in the private sector and knows how economies grow and how jobs are created. Throughout his life, he has used conservative principles to turn around businesses, rescue the Olympics, and restore fiscal sanity in his state. I am honored to join his team with these outstanding leaders from Missouri. We will work hard to put him in the White House and put our country on the right track once again."

Latest list of Missouri endorsements:
Steven Tilley; Speaker of the House

George H. Walker III; Former U.S. Ambassador

Harry Otto; Deputy State Auditor

Ron Richard; State Senator

Betty Sims; Former State Senator

John Griesheimer; Former State Senator & Franklin County Commissioner

Gary Nodler; Former State Senator

Jay Barnes; State Representative

Scott Dieckhaus; State Representative

Delus Johnson; State Representative

Cole McNary; State Representative

Dwight Scharnhorst; State Representative

Sheila Solon; State Representative

Gary Dusenberg; Former State Representative

Brian Stevenson; Former State Representative

J. Daniel Patterson; Greene County Prosecuting Attorney

Steven Stevenson; Andrew County Prosecuting Attorney

Adam Warren; Livingston County Prosecuting Attorney

Gregg Grounds; Former Mayor of Blue Springs

Stephen Holt; Jasper Collector of Revenue

Dale Carter; Blue Springs City Council Member

Larry Vincent; Cole County Collector

Chris Wrigley; Cole County Commissioner

Judy Lohman; Vice Chair, Morgan County Republican Central Committee

Karen McCutcheon; Vice Chair Morgan County Republican Central Committee

Louella Pryor; Treasurer, Morgan County Republican Central Committee

Katie Smith; Former Director, Missouri Department of Agriculture

Trish Vincent; Former Director, Missouri Department of Revenue

EDITORIALS … & Letters to the Editor
Your View: Force some transparency 

By Jonathan Russell, Joplin Globe
NEOSHO, Mo. — From time to time I like to peruse the Missouri Accountability Portal. If you haven’t taken a look at it, there is a lot of really interesting information there including the various salaries of state employees and elected officials. What is even more interesting is what is NOT listed on the accountability portal or the lack of ease in access.

Following my last letter to the Globe regarding the government waste involved in the University of Missouri’s move to the Southeastern Conference, I thought I might take a look at MU’s budget to see what other total waste might be buried that isn’t making headlines. As it turns out, MU’s budget isn’t readily accessible on the accountability portal. Well, I’ll correct that, their budget is listed as “non-contract purchases.” If you’re looking for an itemized budget, you won’t find any accountability on the state’s “accountability” website.

Why is transparency important? Ask Penn State. After the child sex abuse scandal dropped last month, it was learned that efforts to obtain records from the school were denied because the university was exempted from state sunshine laws.

Up until 2004, MU claimed an exemption to state sunshine laws in Missouri to the consternation of the Legislature, which finally clarified statutes to say it was not exempt. Now, how about forcing some transparency? I’ve always hated that sunshine laws require a request; the information should just be available to see.

In a time when student loans are making headlines, I’d like to know why tuition rises quicker than inflation. Wouldn’t it be nice if our universities offered a quality, affordable education and left the gym facilities, food courts, luxury housing and movie theater amenities to be covered by the private sector? Then students could choose what extracurricular activities they can afford instead of paying hefty fees for those which they can ill afford and rarely use. Not to mention, the private sector shouldn’t have to compete with the public university.
Campaign is misleading

Springfield News-Leader

The "Let Voters Decide" title is misleading because voters can't decide intelligently unless they have good information.

I went to the Let Voters Decide website, and it says the top sales tax rate would be 10 percent, barely 3 percent above what it is now.

I then went to the Missouri website, and the state tax is listed as 4.225 percent. Now, that means the state tax rate will more than double. Also, that 10 percent they talk about does not include the local taxes that currently bring the sales tax from 4.225 percent to the current 7.6 percent, which it is in Springfield but varies by city.

Doing away with state sales tax will give the wealthy the ultimate tax break -- zero income tax -- while the poorest of people will pay exactly the same amount of tax as the wealthy.

If the sales tax rate increases substantially, which it will if this passes, people will have no choice but to buy as little as possible, which will cause sales to tumble, putting workers out of jobs and decreasing sales tax revenue to cities.

Now, we know that the state is not going to do with a lot less money -- neither are the cities. They will raise rates everywhere they can. We can probably look for the personal property tax to escalate, as well as the real estate tax, of course the gas tax, and the list goes on.

Poor workers or the jobless don't pay income tax now because they do not make enough money. They will pay the increased sales tax.

I believe that the News-Leader should get the word out that it may not be the wonderful deal it is made out to be.

There is a lot of personal money put into this campaign by a wealthy individual who wants YOU to pick up his share of the taxes.

Michael Fulbright Willard
Your Letters

St. Joseph News-Press
Supercommittee put party concerns before country 

To the congressional debt supercommittee: Goodbye, farewell, adios and bad luck. You are hereby dismissed as senator, congressman, congresswoman or citizen. Nobody loves you — only the party that you represent. You surely do not represent your constituents or the rest of the country. Party, party, party! I can’t believe the party’s importance to you is above family, veterans and Americanism. 

And to think that I devoted four and a half years in the Pacific area so that you people could make fools of yourselves. 

Allan Lowenberg, 

St. Joseph 

Cain is innocent until proven guilty 

In a recent GOP race poll, Newt Gingrich had surged to 38 percent whereas Herman Cain has plummeted to 13 percent. Everybody turned against him. The media indicted Cain for the alleged sexual harassment on several women. 

The effusive Cain vigorously denied his sexual improprieties. It eroded his political karma and tarnished his complexion, brick by brick. 

I submit that the Golden Rule should prevail. Cain is not guilty of unacceptable behavior until proven otherwise. 

Angelo Llana Sr., 

St. Joseph 

General Assembly should be cut in half 

The Missouri legislature just spent a quarter of a million tax dollars in a special session with the sole mission of passing a jobs bill. They couldn’t get it done. Nothing was accomplished. The legislators got paid for not doing their job. 

Since this process replays over and over with no result except spending our tax dollars to drive to Jefferson City and posture for their own political contributors, I have a suggestion. Let’s reduce the number of legislators by half. The people of Missouri aren’t being represented by either party. 

They are being ignored, even when the voters pass constitutional amendments. In fact, it seems the only time our state senators and representatives can pass legislation is when they vote to change the will of the people. 

Reducing the size of the Missouri legislature would not only save tax money spent for their salaries but also benefit costs. Eliminating benefits would be the best idea. But if that can’t happen, at least there would be less retirement to pay. Legislative retirement is paid at a higher rate for much less time served than the regular state employee. 

The people of Missouri are not being represented. So, let’s start cutting costs in the least productive branch of our government, the legislature. 

Susan Rice, 

Chillicothe, Mo.
Letters to the editor, December 2
St. Louis Post-Dispatch
Some structures, including Cupples 7, are too far gone to save
The so-called leaders of St. Louis kill me.

On Monday, the St. Louis Preservation Board voted unanimously to deny a demolition permit for the Cupples 7 building downtown, a building that quite literally is falling apart and is an obvious danger to the public ("Cupples 7 building will stand," Nov. 29).

Board members and others cite the historic importance of the building, seemingly ignorant of the fact that the dilapidated structure could collapse and kill someone while the city waits for some benevolent soul to come along and spend millions to save the building. In essence, the board has stuck St. Louis with yet another crumbling, vacant building for years to come. Great idea! I'm sure visitors to our city would love to tour the building.

When will the people of this city realize that we cannot save every historic structure, especially, as in the case of Cupples 7, if it is way too far gone to save.

If the Preservation Board wants to save Cupples 7, then board members should buy the building from its current owner and pay for its renovation. If they can't do that, then they should stand aside and let and the eyesore go.

Bill Phelan • St. Louis County
Goal of government
Regarding "Snow removal in region will not be a clean sweep" (Nov. 28): The role of government is not to cut costs. It is to operate, promote and enable a healthy economy, collect just taxes and meet basic needs of the people. Saving money by cutting snow removal by the Missouri Department of Transportation and St. Louis County is to be condemned, not applauded.

Ed Golterman • Kirkwood
Coddling and consoling
There appears to be no end to the stream of bad news: the implosion of Europe's financial system, U.S. indebtedness, terrorists' threats and the U.S. military fighting in the Middle East. And now, as reported in "Enrollment surge stokes car crunch on campuses" (Nov. 26), college students have to walk for as long as 10 minutes to reach their cars parked on campus.

It's true. A college spokesperson confirmed that there is a "convenience issue." The students can't find space to park outside the door of their dorms or classrooms. What else dare be demanded of our students? That they repay their college loans?

This is ancient history for today's students, but I recall being in a group of fellow parents about 20 years ago meeting with the president of the university our children attended. One parent raised a question about the difficulty of students finding parking spaces. The school's president, who did not have a reserved parking space, gently responded that he always found a good parking spot by arriving on campus early in the morning and recommended that students may want to do the same.

Now, I suspect a committee will convene to address the issue and, after considerable deliberation, release a very coddling and consoling statement.

One, however, should not judge harshly without offering a possible solution: The students should sell their cars. It would be beneficial to their health, and the money could be applied to their student loans.

Walt Beiter • Chesterfield
Petty inconveniences
There has been push back recently by people claiming they are inconvenienced by having to get a prescription for cold medicine containing pseudoephedrine. I am a recovering methamphetamine addict. This drug almost ruined my life, and it came close to ending it, too.

There are plenty of cold and allergy medicines available that do not require a prescription. People convinced that they need pseudoephedrine should talk to a pharmacist before believing the world is coming to an end.

Pseudoephedrine is required for the manufacture of meth. Meth has ruined countless lives. It is so deadly and addictive that it will grab anyone, no matter what type of family he comes from. I speak from experience. I was a three-sport athlete in high school. I have a clean-cut, professional look and come from a great family that has no criminal history. Don't be naive to think it couldn't happen to you or a loved one.

Pseudoephedrine is the brain, heart and air that meth needs to survive. Take it away, and meth dies, too.

Cocaine once was legal. Did we make a mistake about it? We must look at the bigger picture, not just ruminate on our petty inconveniences.

Brent Johns • Crystal City
Senators show disdain for American values
Sens. Claire McCaskill and Roy Blunt voted to keep a provision in the National Defense Authorization Act that would allow the U.S. military the right to detain indefinitely U.S. citizens on U.S. soil. The detainees would have no right to legal counsel or the right to explanation of charges.

Both Missouri senators have shown their disdain for the U.S. Constitution and American values. Every Missourian should be disgusted by the actions of these two senators. Many men have given their lives so that free men would be given the right to due process and the rule of law. Our two senators showed that they have no respect or faith in our legal system. They would rather hand over justice to the military.

Both of these senators should be thrown out of office as soon as the law allows. Neither deserves to be called an American senator.

Eugene Grossmann • Florissant

Support for balanced budget may be too late

There have been numerous increases in the public debt without serious challenge — until the last one, which was a cliff-hanger. The final compromise provided enough authority to get by the 2012 elections and passed the ball to a 'supercommittee," which was unable to agree on a solution. Now, automatic cuts are to ensue, but not until 2013, and Congress will undo those by then.

So, our deficit spending and increased government debt continue.

Finally, there will not be adequate support in the White House and Congress to authorize an increase in the public debt again. We will see a further downgrade of federal long-term debt. Then will come a partial or select default on U.S. government obligations.

By that time, there will be adequate support for a constitutional amendment to require a balanced federal budget. This will not solve our problem, but it is a step in the right direction. It just comes too late.

I favored the amendment before it became an issue.

Bill D. Burlison • Wardell, Mo.
Lives of integrity
Coaches Joe Paterno and Gary Pinkel are great examples of people who have lived exemplary lives with fine reputations, but whose good work may be tarnished by one bad decision or an alleged bad decision, sending a ripple of injury through the lives of countless others.

Mr. Paterno is accused of not reporting to authorities the alleged sex crimes of an assistant coach. Mr. Pinkel admitted to driving under the influence of alcohol.

The difference in a person's reputation and his integrity is that the former is made of public opinion and the latter is a made in private. We all are human and make mistakes. Hopefully, we can learn a lesson from these two coaches to be aware and to strive to always do the right thing. If so, we will have lived lives of integrity and have a good reputation, too.

Terry Gaines • Chesterfield
Save the empties
Regarding "A-B unhitches Bud from Rose Parade, breaks long tradition" (Nov. 29): Now that Inbev isn't sending the Clydesdales to the Rose Bowl Parade, perhaps St. Louis could substitute Randy Grim with a team of rescued dogs pulling a coaster-wagon of used beer cans for recycling.

Earl F. Birkicht • St. Louis
