[image: image1.jpg]"
o <
G| gy |+ s HED




Missouri Senate Communications


Daily News Clips



Collected/Archived for Thursday, Dec. 1, 2011 - Page 1 of 1


Judicial panel redraws Mo. legislative districts 
By CHRIS BLANK 
Associated Press

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- A panel of Missouri appeals court judges released new boundaries for Missouri House and Senate districts Wednesday based on the 2010 census, saying some "significant changes" were necessary to account for population shifts during the past decade.

The new maps that reshaped districts across the state will take effect for 2012 elections, potentially pitting some incumbents against each other and, in some cases, forcing majority-party Republicans to defend some seats that now will have a majority of Democratically inclined voters.

State legislative districts are redrawn each decade after the census. Missouri's population grew by about 7 percent, but the growth was not equally distributed. The southwest corner of the state and the outer St. Louis suburbs were among the fastest-growing areas, while St. Louis city and St. Louis County each lost population since 2000.

The new districts for the 34-member Senate and 163-member House were developed by a commission of six appeals court judges, because state redistricting commissions with an equal number of Republicans and Democrats deadlocked this summer. However, the rationale behind the new maps was not entirely clear, because the judicial commission developed maps and deliberated in private after accepting public testimony for one day in October.

"We have worked collaboratively to draw maps that comply with the constitution, the Voting Rights Act and other legal requirements," said Judge Lisa White Hardwick, who was the chairwoman of the redistricting commission.

Candidate filing for the August political party primaries runs from Feb. 28 through March 27. Those winners then will face off in the November 2012 general elections.

The new maps include several significant changes. For example, the St. Louis area appears to have one fewer Senate seat. The 7th District in St. Louis County - now held by Republican Sen. Jane Cunningham - was moved so that it stretches from Lincoln County just north of St. Louis to Callaway County in central Missouri.

Another Senate district that previously included Cape Girardeau - the 27th District - was placed in the St. Louis-area. But the incumbent, Republican Sen. Jason Crowell, already is prohibited by term limits from seeking re-election.

In western Missouri, Jackson County now is covered by five state Senate districts instead of the previous four. However, several of those Senate districts cross county borders. The 10th Senate District is divided among Jackson, Cass and Clay counties, and the neighboring 8th District crosses Jackson County on a diagonal stripe that starts in Cass County and ends in northeastern Jackson County. The 31st district stretches from the southeastern portion of Jackson County, splits neighboring Johnson County to the east and then reaches south.

The judicial redistricting panel said the new Senate map has four districts in which African-Americans are in the majority. The Senate districts range in size from a population of 169,382 in west-central Missouri's 21st District to a high of 182,516 residents in the 17th District, which covers part of Clay County.

For the House map, there are 16 districts with a black majority and two others with a combined racial minority forming the majority. The districts range in population from a low of 35,303 residents in northeast Missouri's 4th District to a high of 38,170 residents in the 63rd District, which covers part of St. Charles and Warren counties.

From a partisan perspective, Republicans appeared to keep their advantage in the new maps based on voting patterns from the 2002-2010 elections.

Republicans currently hold a 26-8 majority over Democrats in the Senate. An analysis released with the new maps shows that Republican-inclined voters comprise the majority of residents in 23 of the new districts, compared with 11 for Democrats. The voting-trend analysis, released along with the maps, was based on results from federal and state elections from 2002 to 2010.

House Republicans currently hold a 106-57 majority over Democrats - a tally which includes one Democrat who was elected as an independent. The analysis of the new House boundaries shows 102 Republican-inclined districts and 61 Democratic-inclined districts.

All six judges on the panel signed off on the new House and Senate maps. Serving on the judicial commission were three judges appointed by Democratic governors: Hardwick from the Western District, Robert G. Dowd Jr. from the Eastern District, and Nancy Steffen Rahmeyer from the Southern District. The other three members were appointed by Republican Gov. Matt Blunt: Don E. Burrell Jr. from the Southern District, Roy L. Richter from the Eastern District, and James E. Welsh from the Western District.

Judicial panel releases new maps for Missouri House, Senate districts 

BY VIRGINIA YOUNG • Post-Dispatch Jefferson City Bureau Chief > vyoung@post-dispatch.com > 573-635-6178 | Posted: Thursday, December 1, 2011 12:06 am
JEFFERSON CITY • New Missouri House and Senate district maps were unveiled by a judicial panel on Wednesday, setting off a scramble to see who stands to benefit in next year's elections.

The maps were drawn by a six-member panel of Court of Appeals judges. The state Supreme Court picked the judges to draw the maps after bipartisan commissions appointed by the governor failed to reach agreement.

The boundary lines must be redrawn every 10 years to make sure each legislative district has roughly the same number of people. As is usually the case, the state's shifting population will result in some incumbents being thrown together in districts.

While most politicians were still sorting out the details Wednesday, one change that was clear was that Republican Sen. Jane Cunningham's home in Chesterfield was included in the new 24th District, represented by fellow Republican John Lamping of Ladue.

Cunningham, however, said she wasn't worried. She quickly announced plans to move into the new open 27th District, which will encompass the far western part of Chesterfield, as well as the Wildwood area and northern Jefferson County.

The new maps will set the boundaries for the 34 Senate seats and the 163 House seats for the next decade.

Senators serve staggered, four-year terms. Only the odd-numbered districts are up next year; even-numbered Senate districts will be on the ballot in 2014. All House seats are up for election next year.

Republicans currently enjoy commanding majorities in both chambers. While some Republicans said the new maps appeared to turn some GOP-held seats, such as Cunningham's old 7th District seat, into swing districts, the bottom line was unclear.

Initial data released by the commission did not make it easy to overlay the new maps with the old district lines or the incumbents' addresses.

"They need to put more on the Internet," said Rep. Jamilah Nasheed, D-St. Louis. "I think I'm in the 76th (District), but it's hard to tell. I'm just trying to hold my horses and be positive."

All six judges signed off on the new maps. The commission's chairman, Judge Lisa White Hardwick of Kansas City, said the group worked "collaboratively to draw maps that comply with the constitution, the Voting Rights Act, and other legal requirements."

Hardwick said that under the commission's plan, there is an overall difference in population of 7.8 percent between the smallest and largest House districts; the difference is 7.46 percent for Senate districts.

Four of the new Senate districts have an African-American majority, while 16 new House districts have an African-American majority. There are two additional House districts where other racial minorities combine with African-Americans to form a majority.

Doug Harpool, a Democrat from Springfield who chaired the Senate Redistricting Commission, said it appeared that the commission used parts of various maps that were submitted and also came up with ideas of its own.

"Some places I see things that look like the Republican map; in some places I see things that look like the Democrats' map," he said.

Harpool said he was pleased that four minority districts were preserved in the Senate, which he said was necessary to comply with requirements of the Voting Rights Act. He said the commission's Senate map also "did an admirable job of equalizing population."

Lamping, who won his Senate seat just last year, said he hadn't had time to figure out the implications of the new map. He has some breathing room because his seat won't be on the ballot until 2014.

"My main concern is for Jane, because Jane represents her district so well," Lamping said of Cunningham.

At first, it looked as if Cunningham would be the odd senator out because her term is up next year and her 7th District was moved out of St. Louis County. It will now encompass six rural counties reaching as far north as Ralls County.

But Cunningham said she had anticipated just such a fate. She said she had attended City Council meetings in Wildwood for several years.

"I am going to be running in the new 27th because that's my stomping ground I've been working in for more than a decade," she said.

Cunningham said that within the next two years, she is "certain my husband and I could find something that would be suitable" as a new home in the newly configured 27th District.

There will be no incumbent in the 27th District because that number currently is assigned to the Cape Girardeau district represented by Republican Sen. Jason Crowell, who is term-limited out next year.

The voting district maps are posted on the Office of Administration website.
Multiple incumbent face-offs in new Missouri House and Senate maps

Missouri News Horizon
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. – The new district maps have been released for the Missouri House and Senate, and many incumbent lawmakers are now facing head-to-head match-ups in 2012.

On Tuesday, a special judicial commission appointed to reshape the boundaries of the state’s legislative districts released its final maps. The panel of judges was appointed by the state Supreme Court after two bipartisan citizens redistricting commissions failed to reach a compromise in August.

“We worked collaboratively to draw maps that comply with the constitution, the Voting Rights Act and other legal requirements,” said Commission Chair Lisa White Hardwick, in a written statement.

This is the second decade in a row that the courts have had to determine state legislative boundaries as a result of partisan gridlock. Every ten years, the state is mandated to redraw legislative districts to reflect shifts in population distribution as recorded in the federal Census.

Districts are required to be as even in size as possible and reflect fairness guidelines that avoid gerrymandering or minority displacement. The difference between the largest and smallest Senate districts, in terms of population, was 7.46 percent. In the House, that differential was 7.8 percent.

Out of 34 total Senate districts, the new map includes four districts with majority African-American populations, while 18 out of the 163 House districts have populations dominated by minority racial groups.

Though the maps were drafted by judges, they are not above legal reproach. Missouri Solicitor General James Layton said these maps are subject to any citizen lawsuits that may arise in the near future before they take effect. A lawsuit challenging Missouri’s Congressional redistricting map, for members of the U.S. House of Representatives, is due in court next week.

“The fact that these maps were drawn-up by judges does not have any bearing,” Layton said. “They will have to stand on their own constitutional merits.”

If the maps stand, they will present a number of interesting electoral match-ups in 2012, when the maps go into effect. A source with the Missouri House of Representatives said a large number of incumbents were drawn into the same districts.

New Legislative District Maps Released: Washington Split into Two House Districts

Posted: Wednesday, November 30, 2011 5:39 pm Washington Missourian
The new state Senate and House of Representatives redistricting plans released Wednesday afternoon change a number of the legislative district boundaries in Franklin and the surrounding counties.

The new 26th Senate District includes all of Franklin, Warren, Gasconade, and Crawford Counties. It no longer includes any portion of west St. Louis County.

The newly drawn House plan carves Franklin county into four separate districts, the 61st, 109th, 119th and 110th.

The only city in the county to be split under the new House plan is Washington which will now be part of two separate districts —the 109th and 61st. 

The re-configured 109th House District includes a portion of north east Washington running east of Jefferson Street and north of Fifth Street. It also includes Union, Villa Ridge and Gray Summit.

House District 61 includes the majority of the city of Washington, and a large part of western Franklin county including New Haven and Gerald. The 119th district covers the southern part of Franklin county including St. Clair.

The 110th district includes portions of eastern Franklin county including parts of the city of Franklin county.

The newly drawn districts are already receiving criticism including from State Rep. Scott Dieckhaus, R-Washington, who currently represents the 109th district.

“I’m disappointed,” he said Monday afternoon. “The Commission said publicly that they were going to draw districts fairly and that one of its goals was to keep communities and cities together in one district. That didn’t happen with Washington.”

The Missouri Appellate Apportionment Commission filed the new state Senate and House of Representative redistricting plans and maps with the Missouri Secretary of State Wednesday. 

The Commission was appointed by the Missouri Supreme Court after a bipartisan citizen commission failed to reach agreement on new district lines in September. The state constitution gave the six appellate court judges ninety days to complete the task.

Redistricting occurs every ten years following the census. Based on the 2010 Census, Missouri’s resident population increased by 7 percent to 5,988,927. The increase, combined with population shifts, required significant changes in the state’s 34 current Senate districts and 163 current House districts to meet the constitutional requirement that district be as equal in population as practicable.
Mo. lawmaker: ‘We can do better than Arkansas’
Missouri News Horizon
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. – As lawmakers continue to grapple with the fact that Missouri pays its government employees less than any other state in the country, they’ve reached at least one conclusion: “Surely we can do better than Arkansas.”

Those were the words from Sen. Mike Kehoe, R-Jefferson City, who has co-chaired the state’s joint interim committee on employee wages. But Kehoe and his fellow committee members, who were charged with coming up with recommendations for improving employee compensation by the beginning of the legislative session in January, say they’ll need more time and resources to undertake a massive overhaul of how government workers are compensated.

Kehoe and other committee members say developing a long-range plan for employee wages is vital in order to keep talented workers from migrating to other states or to the private sector. Members of the committee reached a general consensus to keep their group going past their original deadline and expand the scope of their inquiry.

They’ll seek legislative approval to finance a broad, outside examination of the Missouri employee compensations system – inspired by a similar study that triggered massive reforms in Kansas several years ago.

“When somebody says “study” or “hire a consultant,” it just turns up every hair on my body because I hate hearing those words,” Kehoe said. “But when you have this complicated a program you unfortunately need an outside set of eyes to look at it as an expert.”

This call for a sweeping overhaul stands in contrast to the state Office of Administration’s more modest initially recommendation of a 2 percent pay increase of all government employee pay scales across the board – the first of its kind in roughly a decade.

Committee members say that proposal is not enough to raise Missouri out of last place. For the past six fiscal years, the average annual salary of Missouri workers has ranked either 49th or 50th in the country when compared to other states. During the most recent fiscal year, Missouri’s 51,642 full-time workers were making an average of $36,524 annually.

An even more telling figure is that state employees in Missouri make just over half of what federal government employees living and working in Missouri make.

“We have 50,000 state employees,” said Rep. Mike Bernskoetter, R-Jefferson City, who co-chairs the committee. “We have over 900 job titles. And I don’t think a 2 percent pay increase every 10 years is a plan.”

Although Bernskoetter, Kehoe and other committee members say Missouri could find success in following in the steps of Kansas by commissioning a comprehensive, third-party study of the employee compensation system and coming back to the legislature with actionable results, it will be an uphill struggle.

“It’s going to be an extremely tight budget year next year, and hiring an outside vendor to do this kind of study is not going to be popular with everyone,” Bernskoetter said.

If committee members are successful in commissioning a study, it would be the first time such a review of government employee wages will have been conducted in Missouri since 1984.
Missouri economic chief defends handling of failed Mamtek deal 

BY JASON HANCOCK • jhancock@post-dispatch.com > 573-635-6178 | Posted: Thursday, December 1, 2011 12:02 am
JEFFERSON CITY • Missouri's economic development director on Wednesday defended the state's role in the failed Mamtek project in Moberly, arguing that local officials were the ones who pushed the plan forward.

David Kerr, outgoing director of the Missouri Department of Economic Development, appeared before a House committee looking into the Mamtek deal, which was supposed to result in the construction of an artificial sweetener factory in Moberly with the help of around $17 million in state incentives and $39 million in bonds backed by the city.

The project eventually collapsed. Although no state money was ever paid, Moberly's credit rating was downgraded when Mamtek missed its first bond payment.

On Tuesday, Corey Mehaffy, president of the Moberly Area Economic Development Corp., testified before lawmakers that the state withheld concerns raised within the Department of Economic Development about the project — specifically, whether Mamtek actually had a factory in China, as it claimed.

But Kerr said Wednesday that his department had shared its concerns with Moberly and several other communities interested in the project. Department staff planned to investigate the matter further but discovered Mehaffy had contacted Mamtek independently and promised financing for the project, Kerr testified.

The department then reiterated its concerns about the project, but Mehaffy informed the state that Moberly was hiring professionals to conduct its own investigation, Kerr said.

"It's not the state's policy to dictate to local government what they offer businesses to lure them to their community," Kerr said.

Subsequently, a Los Angeles-based patent attorney hired by Mamtek — Michael Wise of the Perkins Coi law firm — wrote a letter saying he had visited the Chinese factory twice.

The account from Wise, along with a positive bond rating from Standard & Poor's for the project, eased concerns within the department, Kerr said.

Rep. Jay Barnes, R-Jefferson City and the committee's chairman, questioned why the department never showed Moberly officials an email from a state consultant in China that called into question whether Mamtek actually had a factory in that country.

The consultant told state officials that he was unable to locate the factory. But Chris Pieper, general counsel for the Department of Economic Development, said the report was preliminary and consisted only of an online search. The department did pass along to Moberly that it had trouble locating the factory, he said.

Kerr, who is leaving his job at the end of the year, admitted that the state had no confirmation the factory existed.

"It appears no one independently verified a single shred of information provided by Mamtek," said Rep. Todd Richardson, R-Poplar Bluff.

Kerr responded that "vetting for vetting's sake" sends a bad message to businesses.

"If we assume every business that walks through the door is a criminal, we'll see a lot fewer businesses walking through the door," he said.

The House committee plans to reconvene in January, with hopes of speaking to Wise.

Economic development director testifies in Mamtek investigation

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. — Missouri Department of Economic Development Director David Kerr told a Missouri House committee Wednesday that his department did everything it could to vet the ultimately failed Mamtek deal at Moberly, Mo.

In a hearing of the House’s Interim Committee on Government Oversight and Accountability, Kerr outlined his department’s early concerns about the company, and how those concerns were allayed, leading to the company qualifying for state benefits that it never received before pulling out of the project in September.

Mamtek, a company with joint U.S.and Chinese ownership contracted with Moberly in 2010 to build a manufacturing facility for a natural sweetener known as sucralose that promised to employ 600 people.

The city of Moberly used its appropriation authority to acquire $39 million in bonds for the construction of a factory for the company. Mamtek promised to pay off those bonds with proceeds from the business it would generate in Moberly. The company missed a bond payment in September and the project was halted.

At question is whether the company was ever on a solid footing financially, and when there were red flags raised about the company’s viability, who should have been responsible to slow or stop the project from going forward.

On Wednesday, Kerr outlined the series of events surrounding a series of emails that were exchanged in his department last year that raised doubts about the company — with some concerns being raised by DED officials on the ground in China.

Kerr said Corey Mahaffy, president of the Moberly Area Economic Development Authority, was contacted by DED personnel on two different occasions in April and informed of the department’s findings in China. Kerr and department counsel Greg Pieper revealed that on April 7, the department sent a notice to all the communities that were bidding for the Mamtek project, including Mexico, Sedalia and Moberly that the department was having trouble verifying the business’s operational address and was lacking other paperwork that the department requested.

On June 3, Mahaffy informed DED that he had contacted Michael Wise, an attorney with the firm of Perkins Coie, a nationally known patent law firm. Wise told Mahaffy that he had visited the plant on two occasions, had observed the company’s operations, and even acquired a sample of the sweetener manufactured at the facility.

Soon after, bond rating firm Standard and Poor’s gave bonds for the project an A-minus rating. Pieper and Kerr said the department also received important financial information from the company that it had been seeking. At that point, the department ended its investigation into the company.

“We took into heavy account the Standard and Poor’s rating,” said Pieper. The DED director and counsel told the committee that Wise’s eyewitness account trumped the information they had received from the state’s representative, Edward Li, which they said was incomplete.

“In light of the external organizations and the rating agencies that do this for all companies, all states and even rate the United States bond rating, they’re the ones we placed trust in that they did the due diligence that we felt comfortable with,” said Kerr.

Committee member Rep. Chris Kelly, D-Columbia, was not impressed with what he saw as another entity in the Mamtek case saying they were not responsible for conducting thorough background checks into the company’s viability.

“(T)he net result of it being nobody’s fault, is that the people of Moberly have a lousy credit rating now and the bond buyers have empty pockets,” said Kelly.

After the hearing, chairman Barnes admitted there were many more people his committee would like to talk to, including Michael Wise, the only person in this entire saga who claims to have actually seen Mamtek in operation.

“We have a rather lengthy list of people we want to get in here in early January,” said Barnes noting that his committee did not want to meet again until the beginning of the upcoming legislative session.

Missouri, Illinois chase unemployment fraud cases 

BY VALERIE SCHREMP HAHN vhahn@post-dispatch.com > 636-255-7210 | Posted: Thursday, December 1, 2011 8:50 am
EAST ST. LOUIS • After investigators determined that a businessman was using his unemployment benefits card to pay tabs for hotels and a Hooters restaurant in Costa Rica, they hit him with federal charges.

James Quirin, of Manchester, received $44,000 in fraudulently obtained unemployment benefits and used some of the money to pay vacation expenses, according to court documents filed this fall in federal court in East St. Louis. His trial is pending.

But many times, officials say, the issues are not so clear when money is mistakenly or fraudulently paid to people claiming benefits.

"If we find someone who is thumbing their nose at the system, certainly that individual is higher up on the priority list than someone who is simply making an honest mistake," said Greg Rivara, spokesman for the Illinois Department of Employment Security.

He said the difference is what investigators have to sort out when they notice someone getting unemployment benefits who shouldn't.

In 2010, Missouri officials identified $23 million fraudulently paid; they recovered $11.4 million. In Illinois that year, officials identified $34.9 million and recovered $23 million.

As unemployment rates have risen, the number of people in Illinois wrongly claiming benefits has not necessarily increased, said Rivara. Missouri officials said they don't see a correlation, either.

Most overpayments in both states, accidental or not, occur after recipients return to work but let benefits continue. Investigators have various methods to look for them, said Amy Susan, spokeswoman with the Missouri Department of Labor.

They check names on a national list of new hires against people claiming benefits. If a person files for unemployment, investigators will notify the past employer and might find that the person is really still working there.

The sleuths also rely on tips from people who report suspicions about someone defrauding the government. "If you work next door to someone, you're working hard all day, and a friend next door brags," Susan suggested. "There are people who say family members do it."

To get back the money, it's sometimes enough to send a firmly worded letter, Rivara explained. Sometimes, the money can be recovered through the state tax system, or withheld from future, legitimate unemployment claims. Officials may resort to prosecution.

"You have to prioritize which dollars you seek to recover, and which levers you want to use to recover those dollars," Rivara said. "Because at the end of the day, it comes back to protecting taxpayer dollars."

Missouri refers hundreds of cases for prosecution each year, 61 alone in August, the last month for which statistics were available. Several were referred earlier this month to St. Louis County prosecutors, who filed felony stealing charges.

Among those charged was Karen Sharpe, 37, of north St. Louis County, who officials said illegally collected more than $7,600 in unemployment in 2008-09 while working for a home health care company and a leasing company.

Prosecutors allege that Jennifer Good, 43, of Fenton, illicitly received more than $10,800 in unemployment in 2009-10, and Donna Mitchell, 50, of Overland, got more than $5,400 in 2008-09. A temporary job placement agency confirmed for state investigators that those two had been working at those times.

Quirin, Sharpe, Good and Mitchell could not be reached for comment.

A Missouri state law, which took effect this year, bars unemployment benefits to people who defrauded the system before and have not paid it all back.

"Eventually," Susan said, "you do get caught. You have to pay that money back. Some of these people do have to spend some jail time and have charges on their record. It's not worth cheating the system."
How proposal for drastic tax change could affect your pockets
(KMOV) – State income taxes in Missouri could change drastically if a proposal makes it onto a November 2012 ballot. 

Right now state residents pay six percent income tax on earnings over $9,000 per year. For those who live or work in the city of St. Louis or in Kansas City, add on an extra one percent. Also, the state portion of sales tax is 4.225 percent on non-food items. 

On Thursday, News 4 will talk to a group proposing a change to the taxes. On Wednesday, News 4’s Jasmine Huda spoke to Chris Gunther of the Missouri National Education Association, a supporter of keeping the state income tax. 

Read the entire Q&A below:


Jasmine: Who would be the most negatively affected by the proposal if in fact the income tax were eliminated and we had a higher sales tax?
Chris: Those that are currently impacted by the down economy, those folks who are on a fixed budget - our elderly, having to go to the grocery store and paying 10 percent on top of their groceries for example."

Chris: If they would go to the beauty shop they would be taxed 10 percent. If they buy a car, they’d be taxed 10 percent. If they get their car repaired, they’d be taxed 10 percent. 

Jasmine: It seems like there's some disagreement over whether it would be 10 percent because the group proposing this hasn't given a hard number. 
Chris: And that's one of the real problems…when we look at what it could be, we need to know what the final version is, what version is going to be out there. No matter what the version we're going to encourage people not to sign the petition.

Jasmine: Their argument is that this would be great news for our budget.

Chris: Quite the contrary according to the research we've done by 2016 when this would go into effect, it would affect the state budget by $3.2 billion on top of all of the cuts are state budget has already had.

Jasmine: The Missouri Taxpayer Relief Act, as it's called, is the other side. Do you think they have good intentions?

Chris: I think from what we seen, a few people will benefit, but the majority of our citizens will not be benefitted. I think the real issue here is what's at stake for Missouri's future.
DNR awards $635,000 grant for Joplin playgrounds 
JOPLIN, Mo. (AP) -- A state grant will allow Joplin schools and city parks to replace 11 playgrounds lost or damaged during a May 22 tornado.

The Missouri Department of Natural Resources announced Wednesday that it has awarded $635,000 in grants to the Joplin School District and Joplin Parks and Recreation Department.

The money comes from a fee collected on new tires. The funds raised provide scrap tire surface material for playgrounds.

The DNR said in a news release that the new playgrounds will include one for children living in temporary mobile homes provided by FEMA in Joplin.

The Joplin School District will receive $517,720 to build playgrounds at eight schools. The parks department will receive $117,080 to build three playgrounds.

MU might increase tuition by 3 percent 

Inflation and cuts in state spending could increase the price tag of college tuition and fees. 

The Maneater
The price tag of a college education is looking a little steeper these days.

Due to an increase in this year’s consumer price index, the cost of tuition could edge up by 3 percent. This would be the second year in a row, after a two-year tuition freeze, that the cost has increased.

“The planned increase is really a placeholder for inflation, which is estimated to be near 3 percent,” Director of Budget Tim Rooney said. “If inflation is more, the tuition might be higher. If tuition is less, it might be lower. Senate Bill 389 constrains our ability to increase tuition beyond inflation, so that’s why we’ve settled on this for now.”

Per Senate Bill 389, schools are not allowed to raise tuition by more than the rate of inflation without getting permission from the Missouri Department of Higher Education. As of now, the price increase has not been approved.

The rising cost is due to both inflation and cuts in state funding. This school year, MU received permission to raise tuition and fees by 5.8 percent. The state also cut university support by 8.1 percent the same year.

“It’s the cost of doing business,” said Alysha O’Neil, fiscal officer for the Office of Student Affairs. “As prices increase throughout the United States and the world, our cost increases to provide education.”

The 3 percent increase would add about $8 more per credit hour for MU undergraduates. Resident students would pay $269.40 per credit hour, an increase from the current $261.60. Non-resident students would pay $708.70 per credit hour.

“I think it is very reasonable considering the size of tuition increases at many of our peer institutions and the continuing loss of state funding we are experiencing here at MU,” Rooney said.

Residential charges and student health fees could also see a 3 percent hike. The cost of the increases would net revenues of about $3.6 million, excluding the portion taken out for scholarships.

Previously awarded scholarships are expected to rise in accordance with tuition.

“If a student was awarded a certain scholarship their freshman year and tuition increases, they try to increase those scholarships along with that,” O’Neil said. “If tuition is going up by 3 percent, the scholarship budget is going to increase by 3 percent as well. They set aside money that they are expected to get from a tuition increase and put it straight into the scholarship budget.”

The 3 percent tuition increase will be finalized early next year after the level of state support, revenue from other sources, actions to reduce and control cost and increases in other expenses are determined.

“The final amount of the increase that will be recommended to the Board for approval in February,” said Nikki Krawitz, UM System vice president for finance and administration.

O’Neil said she feels the tuition hike could be good for MU.

“The chancellor and the budget director and the provost along with their staff do the best they can to provide the best education possible with the funding they have,” O’Neil said. “They have worked very hard to try and achieve efficiency and effectiveness in the last 15 years."
Teach For America gets nearly $213,000 in Missouri tax credits
By Dale Singer, Beacon reporter 

Posted 1:43 pm Wed., 11.30.11 

Gov. Jay Nixon took time Wednesday morning to visit a science class at Soldan International Studies High School, where the students study and conduct experiments. Then he announced nearly $213,000 in help for an experiment in education that has benefited Soldan and many other schools in the St. Louis area: Teach For America.

The money, according to Scott Baier, executive director for Teach For America in St. Louis, will help the organization raise money by offering potential donors credits that will make their contributions go further.

"They allow us to get a better bang for the buck," Baier said, noting that the two-year grant is the third award the organization has received under Missouri's Youth Opportunities Program tax credits.

In announcing tax credits to help Teach for America, Gov. Jay Nixon lauded the work of teachers such as Andrew Goodin, right.

Nixon chose Soldan for the announcement because it has six current members of Teach For America and two alumni from the program on its faculty. Since the program began in St. Louis in 2002 with 41 members, it has grown to 190 members in 60 traditional public and charter schools in the area. Among its more than 325 alumni are seven principals in the St. Louis Public Schools.

Among the current members of the program is Andrew Goodin, last year's science teacher of the year in the city school system. As Nixon observed Goodin's class and mentioned the importance of alternative energy sources such as ethanol, the teacher quizzed the students on whether ethanol's composition made it an element, a compound or a solution.

They quickly responded that its carbon, hydrogen and oxygen made it a compound, and Nixon segued into a brief discussion of the controversy over whether the corn component of ethanol is best used as fuel or as food.

Emphasizing the need to ponder such questions, he gestured toward Goodin and told the class that "the reason I'm here is this fellow right here."

And the governor expanded his praise to all participants in Teach For America graduates and their success rate, adding:

"These are folks who are really, really smart and really, really committed."

That commitment was evident in the class of another Teach For America graduate, Kelsi Peacock, who took time from her math class to talk about her experience in the program.

Andrew Goodin is not only in Teach for America, he was last year's science teacher of the year in the city school system.

She said she is in her third year, which is one year longer than the typical two-year tenure. As she shuttled among clusters of desks to offer help to students who had raised their hand, Peacock praised the experience she has gained in classroom management and the help she has received from the program's mentoring element.

"They are really great about professional development and getting someone in the classroom to give you feedback," she said. "I really believe Teach For America gives you the key elements you need to be a good teacher."

Noting that she was a music major at Olivet Nazarene University, Peacock said she has a passion for both music and math. But she acknowledged that passion isn't enough to make progress in an urban classroom, and she admitted that when she looks back on her first year of teaching, she might cringe at her inexperience.

"I think in the first year," she said, "you are really overwhelmed with so much to do. There is so much teaching and grading and learning. But if you persevere and work with others and collaborate and take advice from everyone, you get better as a teacher.

"I had to increase my teaching skills so my students could improve their learning skills."

One of the criticisms sometimes leveled against Teach For America is that teachers with little or no experience are not the right ones to send into urban classrooms that could challenge even the most veteran educators. Baier said the question is best looked at from a different angle, one of the enthusiasm that Teach For America participants such as Goodin and Peacock can bring to their job.

"The question is where is the biggest need and how can we get people who will be effective in those areas," he said. "Our teachers do significantly better than other first-year teachers."

In a statement released by his office announcing the grants, Nixon praised the program's ability to bring success to urban classrooms.

"Too often," he said, "children growing up in poverty are behind other children academically by several years. Teach For America helps address those inequities by providing carefully selected and trained college graduates to teach for at least two years in high-need schools. This organization has a proven track record of boosting academic achievement and career readiness, and I am pleased that the state of Missouri can assist these teachers and their critical mission."

The Youth Opportunities Program tax credits were among the programs targeted for phase out by the commission named by Nixon earlier this year to study the state's tax credit programs. Its report said that it and other tax credits, ranging from historic preservation and low-income housing to maternity homes and special-needs adoption, should have a sunset provision of six years.

Asked about whether the program should be phased out, Nixon said he would support its continuation, adding:

"This is a relatively small program that has provided a jump start for students."

The tax credits announced Wednesday are not connected with plans to convert the vacant Jefferson Arms building downtown into a combination residence for teachers and regional headquarters for Teach For America.

The Post-Dispatch reported recently that the building is targeted for a $106 million transformation that could begin next summer if the developer, McGowan Brothers, get the federal new markets tax credits and other public incentives they need.

The renovated building, which is on the National Register of Historic Places, would not only provide economical apartment space for teachers, Baier said, but it could be used as a meeting space for the organization's conferences. The project would be modeled after one in Baltimore.
Teach for America gets Missouri tax credits 

By Elisa Crouch • ecrouch@post-dispatch.com > 314-340-8119 | Posted: Thursday, December 1, 2011 12:05 am
St. Louis • Teach for America has received nearly $213,000 in Missouri tax credits to help with recruitment and training efforts in St. Louis.

Gov. Jay Nixon announced Wednesday that the credits from the state's Youth Opportunities Program are an effort to help Teach for America boost its number of teachers in the region's struggling urban schools.

This is the third time Teach for America has received state tax credits from Youth Opportunities, which awards up to $6 million in tax credits annually to organizations that promote positive youth development.

"This award will help ensure that Teach for America continue its crucial mission of providing a first-class education to more students," Nixon said at Soldan International Studies High School, at 918 Union Boulevard, where six Teach for America corps members or alumni teach in its classrooms.

Teach for America is made up of high-achieving recent college grads who commit to two years of teaching math or science in urban and rural public schools with high teacher turnover. They are paid the same as first-year teachers. In exchange for their service, they may delay payments on college loans and earn monetary awards toward college loans or additional education.

The organization will use the tax credits as leverage when raising money, executive director Scott Baier said. The organization would be able to offer donors the credits in exchange for larger donations.

"It gives us a chance to either grow our gifts or expand our base of donors," he said.

The organization's presence in St. Louis began in 2002 with 33 teachers in St. Louis Public Schools. Since then, Teach for America St. Louis has grown to 190 teachers in 60 school in four school districts — St. Louis, Normandy, Riverview Gardens and Hazelwood — plus charter schools.

"They are making a difference," Nixon said.

At Soldan, the school's passing rate on the state science exam has more than doubled since 2009, with nearly 54 percent of students passing the biology test last spring. The state passing rate is 61 percent.

Also since 2009, Soldan students have improved their performance on the math portion of the state exam by 10 points, with 59 percent of students in 2011 testing at or above grade level. The state's passing rate was 56 percent.

Last spring, Andrew Goodin, who began at Soldan five years ago as a Teach for America corps member, was named the school district's Science Teacher of the Year. He also received a top award from the National Science Teachers Association for how he teaches chemistry.

Principal Thomas Cason praised Teach for America and said he looks forward to continuing the partnership.

In the next four years, Baier plans to step up recruitment efforts, with the goal of having almost 300 Teach for America corps members in urban classrooms by 2015.
Parents as Teachers educators kept busy by state funding cuts

Thursday, December 1, 2011
By Erin Ragan ~ Southeast Missourian 

A day has only so many hours, but two remaining Parents as Teachers parent educators in the Cape Girardeau School District are doing what they can to serve families of 242 children. 

"We're very busy, but we are hanging in there," said Stephanie Ellinger, who has worked as a parent educator in the district for 12 years. 

The biggest obstacle to getting the job done, she said, is trying to fit in everyone who needs an evening visit. And there are many. In the Jackson School District, three parent educators can't get around to families as often as they need to, assistant superintendent Dr. Beth Emmendorfer said. 

In 2010, the Cape Girardeau School District laid off two of its four parent educators and Jackson reduced its staff from five and a half to three. Both districts' programs are serving around 200 fewer children as a result of the layoffs, which were forced due to cuts in state funding. 

In 2011, overall funding dropped to a low point of $13 million, down from $33 million in 2008. Appropriated funding for 2012 is $16 million, but there is a reserve on the funds of $2.1 million, according to the Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education. 

Parents as Teachers, a program that provides parents with personal visits, group meetings, development screenings and a resource and referral network, is not alone in early education funding cuts, said Kathy Thornburg, Missouri's assistant commissioner of education. There have also been cuts to the Missouri Preschool Project, which was created to promote high quality early care and education programs for children one or two years from kindergarten eligibility. 

"It is a statewide issue that there is less money in supporting young children and their families than in the past," Thornburg said. But it's up to the state legislature in the next session to add more money, and the Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education doesn't have a magic wand to make that happen, she said. 

According to the national Parents as Teachers organization, data collected at the end of 2010 showed around 20 school districts in Missouri have opted out of offering the program, which is allowed because of a change in state law that occurred when funding was cut. 

Hillary Elliott, the organization's public policy director, said revisions to Parents as Teachers program guidelines handed down to districts by DESE after budget cuts are resulting in a shift of how the program operates. Some districts have backed off by cutting their programs, while others have shifted money around to keep the program funded, she said. 

The revised guidelines focus on service for high-need families that meet two of the following criteria: chemical dependencies; use of foster care or court-appointed guardian; receive free or reduced lunch; referral from the Division of Family Services; have lived in more than two family homes in the past year; death in the immediate family; experience of an ongoing health concern for the child, parent or sibling; disabled parent; non-English or limited English speaking; child has disability; family involvement with corrections; military family; teen parent; low birth weight; parent has less than high school diploma; and single-parent household. 

The effects of funding cuts and revised guidelines will show up in the future, Elliott said. 

"I think that if you talk to a school superintendent or a kindergarten teacher in the next couple of years that had a Parents as Teachers program before and no longer has one, they will tell you they notice a major difference in children being prepared for school," she said. "The beauty of Parents as Teachers is that it helps families get ready for sending their children to school." 

According to Ellinger, the parent is the first teacher, and Parents as Teachers gives them the help they need to guide the child's development while at the same time getting a parent involved with their child's education early. 

Expanding preschool is a move in Jackson to help pick up the slack for less Parents as Teachers exposure, according to Emmendorfer. The half- and full-day preschool programs there have grown quickly in recent years. Cape Girardeau has also added preschool at three elementary schools, and the district's $40 million bond project has includes construction of preschool classrooms to existing and new buildings. 

The priorities for 2012 are screening services with an emphasis on children ages 3 months to 3 years, personal visits with high-needs families expecting a child or with a child under kindergarten entry age and personal visits with all families who are expecting a child or with a child under kindergarten entry age, according to DESE. 
States at opposite ends of scale in penalizing sex traffickers

By MIKE McGRAW
The Kansas City Star 

Child sex traffickers in Missouri face tougher penalties than in any other state except Texas, according to a state-by-state analysis released today. 

Kansas, however, is one of 26 states that got a failing grade of “F” for having weak laws.

“If you buy a kid (for sex) in Missouri, you can go to jail for a long, long time,” said Linda Smith, president and founder of Shared Hope International, a Washington state-based nonprofit group that did the analysis. “Kansas doesn’t quite hang out a sign saying kids for sale, but it has some pretty strong weaknesses in comparison to Missouri,” Smith added.

Only four states received a “B”: Missouri , Illinois, Texas and Washington state. Fifteen got a “D”. No state rated an “A.”.

The report, released in San Antonio, Texas, at the annual conference of the National Association of Attorneys General, does not attempt to gauge how well states enforce their laws, only the adequacy of the laws on the books.

Kansas officials defended their record, noting that the state has “significantly strengthened its anti-human trafficking laws in recent years and the attorney general is encouraged that we are beginning to see prosecutions under the new statutes,” according to a spokesman for Attorney General Derek Schmidt. 

But he added that, “with input from the Kansas Human Trafficking Advisory Board, the attorney general will make some additional anti-human trafficking legislative recommendations in the coming year.”

Missouri Attorney General Chris Koster said he was pleased with his state’s strong ranking and commended the General Assembly. Koster said he also supported legislation that increased penalties for human trafficking and “to enhance services for victims, including new authority for the attorney general’s office to seek civil penalties in restitution for victims.”

Kristy Childs, a member of the Kansas advisory board and executive director of Veronica’s Voice, a local nonprofit group that works to stop commercial sexual exploitation, said that, “While it’s apparent work needs to be done in both Kansas and Missouri, I’m confident that both states will rise to this task.” 

Childs, a former sex trafficking victim who ran away from home at 12, said vulnerability caused by abuse and trauma are major factors driving the sexual victimization of children. “A lot of them are throwaway kids,” she said.

Based on child homelessness and other factors, the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children estimates that at least 100,000 American children each year are victims of commercial sex trafficking and prostitution, and several hundred thousand others are at risk. Reliable state-by state estimates may come with further study. 

But some groups estimate that as many as one-third of all street-level prostitutes in the United States are under 18, making them human trafficking victims under federal law. The problem is exacerbated by what some researchers called an explosion in the sale of kids for sex online.

The Midwest in recent years has become a hub for human trafficking, which involves workplace or sexual exploitation of both foreign nationals and U.S. citizens, usually children.

A series on human trafficking published in The Kansas City Star in 2009 focused attention on the issue and helped spark legislative changes in both states. The Star found, among other things, that the U.S. government has failed to find and rescue tens of thousands of human trafficking victims. 

Shared Hope officials believe the United States has strong anti-trafficking laws, but most law enforcement occurs at the local level, making state laws a critical element in protecting children.

The report analyzed laws in all 50 states and the District of Columbia that are designed to criminalize child sex trafficking. Shared Hope based its analysis on four policy issues it said must be addressed to combat the issue: eliminating demand, prosecuting traffickers, identifying victims and providing victims with protection, access to services and shelter.

The organization gave Missouri 82 points, the second highest score of all the states. Kansas got 50.5 points and was ranked ninth from the bottom, just above last place South Carolina.

Missouri got higher marks in part because it has a separate law addressing sex trafficking of a child and clearly defines a child under 18 who is used in a commercial sex act as a human trafficking victim — even if force, fraud or coercion are not motivating factors.

But gaps in Missouri law still exist, the report noted, including the fact that traffickers of older minors can claim they consented to sex acts. 

Penalties include up to life in prison and $250,000 in fines if the victim is under age 12 and was abducted, forced or coerced.

Shared Hope found in Kansas, however, that “domestic minor sex trafficking victims are vulnerable due to gaps in state laws.” While some human trafficking laws are strong, such as those requiring convicted traffickers to forfeit their assets, there are significant weaknesses.

“Unless identified and prosecuted as child sex trafficking specifically, commercial sex with minors is not a crime in Kansas,” the report noted.

The analysis also found that a minor “may” be prosecuted for prostitution in Kansas and not identified as a sex trafficking victim. In addition, protections for such victims are not specifically mandated in state law.

The organization also was critical of Kansas laws that may require sex trafficking victims who are minors to report the crime within 72 hours for officials to take action.

Shared Hope, which is funded by federal grants, conducted its report with the American Center for Law and Justice.

This is the second time this year that Missouri has outranked Kansas in state-by-state comparisons done by anti-human trafficking groups. An analysis in September by the Washington, D.C.-based Polaris Project gave Kansas a poor ranking for lacking “a full arsenal of laws considered critical to a comprehensive anti-trafficking effort.”

Bentley to be honored for her work with kids
In Greene County, the name Roseann Bentley has become synonymous with child advocacy.

Throughout her career as a volunteer, legislator and now Greene County commissioner, Bentley is well-known for her work in bettering the lives of local kids.

"It all comes back to children and education," Bentley said.

Next week, she will be honored with the 2011 Humanitarian Award from the Community Foundation of the Ozarks.

According to a news release announcing the award, Bentley was selected for her "long record of community service and philanthropy in education, government and civic leadership."

Bentley was nominated for the award -- in its 22nd year -- by the Junior League of Springfield.

When asked about her most memorable work, Bentley first mentioned her time with the Junior League.

In the early '70s, the Bentleys moved back to Springfield from Madison, Wis. Although happy to be back in the Ozarks, the Bentleys were disappointed to leave one thing behind -- public television.

Bentley said her children especially enjoyed "Sesame Street," and she suggested the Junior League look into what it would take to get public television in the Ozarks.

"I wrote this, well, stupid letter to the Corporation for Public Broadcasting," asking how to start the process, Bentley said.

The reply was a very polite but unenthusiastic explanation of the hoops to jump through -- it would take attorneys, visits to Washington and a lot of time, Bentley said she was told.

But that didn't stop the Junior League group from getting the ball rolling, Bentley said.

"I still remember the address of the Corporation for Public Broadcasting," after all the letters the group wrote and received as part of the effort, Bentley said.

That was in 1973. Ozarks Public Television began broadcasting in January 1975 after the local Chamber of Commerce joined the effort and John Q. Hammons donated space for operations.

Bentley went on to serve as the Junior League's president from 1976 to 1977.

Later, she would be named the Springfield Board of Education's first female member and then go on to be the first woman to represent southwest Missouri in the state Senate.

There, she championed legislation that required $1 from every gambling river boat entry fee to go to education. Her measure equated to about $30 million for education per year.

She'll be the second in her family to receive the award -- her husband, Dr. John Bentley, was honored in 2002 for his work with The Kitchen Clinic and the Community Health Center of Springfield.

"This is a really exciting thing for our family. We'll have two tables of family there," Roseann Bentley said.

The luncheon in Bentley's honor will be at noon Wednesday at the Doubletree Hotel in Springfield. Tickets are still available.
State ranks low in gun permit laws
Truman Index
Missouri is among the less strict states when it comes to purchasing guns. 

In the state of Missouri, gun buyers are not required to obtain a permit or license to purchase a firearm. Registration of weapons is also not required. However, a permit is required to carry a handgun, according to a report from the National Rifle Association.
Missouri ranks 39th out of the 50 states in a comparison chart describing the strictness of state firearm laws and statistics compiled last year by the Legal Community Against Violence. There were 12.91 deaths per 100,000 Missouri residents, according to the chart. 

To purchase a gun, federal law requires a background check, which can be called in to the FBI over the phone, justice systems professor Marty Jayne said. 

Another regulation is purchasers must be 21 years old to buy a handgun. 

"That's just to buy it — there's no prohibition on teenagers owning one," he said. He said his grandfather gave him a rifle when he was 12 years old, which is legal in Missouri. 

In a shooting during the weekend, Edina resident Tyler Treece allegedly used a .44 Magnum to shoot a 14-year-old victim. The type of gun Treece allegedly used was a .44 Magnum — the same gun used by Clint Eastwood's Dirty Harry — and Jayne said it's rare a person would survive a shot to the chest from that gun. 

A person can buy a .44 Magnum through the same process as a lighter handgun, Jayne said. 

D&C Guns on the south end of Franklin Street sells .44 Magnums, but currently does not have any in stock, employee Todd Christman said. 

He said that when someone comes in to buy a gun, he or she has to fill out a federal form with basic information and questions about the purchaser's history. 

"It's going to ask you if you're a felon or if you do drugs illegally," he said. "It's a bunch of stupid questions — no one's going to answer ‘yes' to this stuff on purpose."

After the buyer fills out the form, Christman calls in to the FBI background check center, which tells him whether it's OK to sell the person a gun, whether the FBI needs more time to check the person or whether the firearm sale is denied. 

It takes about two minutes to make the call and get confirmation of whether the person is cleared to buy a gun, he said. 

"If the FBI says yes, I sign and date it, they hand me the money and they're out the door," he said. 

Purchasers also need to provide a state-issued I.D., he said. 

The Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence released a score card last year evaluating each state's gun laws. Missouri scored four points out of 100. 
Missouri consumers can see details of health insurer's premium increase for first time
By Robert Joiner, Beacon health reporter 

Posted 4:02 pm Wed., 11.30.11 

The news release posted on the Missouri Department of Insurance's website sounded routine: Coventry Health and Life Insurance Co., intends to raise rates an average of 10.9 percent for its 11,171 Missouri policyholders.

What was unusual about the announcement was the fact that the information was available at all. Missouri does not give insurance regulators legal authority to collect and review rate filings, which some insurers regard as trade secrets. But the veil was lifted for the first time this year because the Affordable Care Act bypasses state restrictions on insurance rate filings.

The federal law requires the Department of Health and Human Services to connect, review and distribute information on insurers seeking rate increases exceeding 10 percent. Consumers wanting to know which insurers are raising rates above 10 percent can find the information from a "rate review tool" on HHS's website.

The federal review of Coventry's increase has not been completed. One key benchmark that HHS uses in making that determination is an insurer's medical loss ratio. This refers to the amount of the premium that's spent on direct medical care. The care act requires that between 80 percent and 85 percent of money insurers collect be used on health care services. Beginning next year, insurers spending too little on medical services will be required to issue rebates to customers.

Not only was Coventry required to justify its 10.9 percent rate increase to HHS, it had to post a lot of data on its website explaining why it believed the increase was needed. Previously, such information might have been concealed from consumers or presented in arcane language. The law allows Coventry policyholders to tap into a company website to better understand why they will be paying more for insurance, starting Jan. 1. Coventry's explanations are online.

From the website, consumers can find the company's explanation for the rate increase, the kinds of medical services that are causing the increase, how the company intends to use the extra premium amounts, the size of the last three premiums increases, and the outcome of the federal review.

Consumers will learn, for example, that from a monthly premium of $330.70, the company would spend $248.68 on medical services for the policyholder, and devote $67.79 to administrative expenses, slightly more than 20 percent. The company would keep $13.23 after covering claims and administrative costs.

Even if HHS determines that Coventry's proposed increase is unjustified, the federal agency lacks the power to force the insurer to roll back the rate. HHS's only tool is an appeal to the insurer to either rescind the rate hike or issue refunds. In any case, the insurer is expected to post a justification for the hike on its website within 10 days following the federal review.

HHS Secretary Kathleen Sebelius says the agency is trying to empower consumers by "shining a light on unjustified premium increases." Earlier this year an HHS spokesperson says the new policy gives consumers "a written justification in plain language" whenever an insurer raises rates beyond what HHS thinks is reasonable.

"The important point is that for the first time, consumers in every state can see what their increase is and understand why," the spokesperson says, adding that the underlying goal is to encourage rollbacks of certain rate hikes.

"Even if we can't reject rates, we think that this transparency will moderate rate increases. This really provides a lot of value to consumers."
Spence gives $2M to his Mo. governor's campaign 
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- Republican businessman Dave Spence has contributed $2 million to his own campaign for Missouri governor.

Online records for the Missouri Ethics Commission show Spence gave the money to his campaign Wednesday. Records also show that Spence received a $100,000 donation Tuesday from St. Louis businessman William Koman and $25,000 from Daniel Creston, an executive at Alpha Packaging.

Spence, who is president and CEO of Alpha Packaging in St. Louis, had pledged to put some of his own money into the campaign when he announced his candidacy two weeks ago. Spence is hoping to challenge Democratic Gov. Jay Nixon in the 2012 elections.

GOP candidate for governor Spence had DWI in 2004 

BY JAKE WAGMAN • jwagman@post-dispatch.com > 314-340-8268 | Posted: Thursday, December 1, 2011 12:00 am
ST. LOUIS • Republican businessman Dave Spence, whose past and personal life will face scrutiny now that he is running for governor, acknowledged this week that he was arrested seven years ago for drunken driving.

But his push for the governor's office is undeterred. While addressing the DWI this week, he also kick-started his campaign with a $2 million donation from his personal fortune.

State records show that Spence, 53, had his drivers license suspended for three months after a DWI stop in July 2004. His blood-alcohol level was .120 — over the legal limit of .08.

Spence said in an interview that he was stopped in Warson Woods after a night celebrating downtown with friends.

"I don't feel good about it, but it happened and I owned up to it and I learned a lesson and I moved on," Spence said. "That's really the one blemish on my record."

Spence said he used a car service to get downtown. But, he said, after returning to his friend's home from downtown, he attempted to drive back to his own house in Huntleigh even though he had been drinking.

"I made a mistake. I was close to home, and obviously the facts speak for themselves," Spence said. "I was guilty. I felt bad about it."

Spence said he was booked by Warson Woods police and took a taxi home from the police station.

For Missouri Republicans, Spence is not the first candidate on the 2012 ballot whose campaign rollout included explaining a DWI arrest.

Senate hopeful John Brunner — who, like Spence, is making his first run for office after a long career in business — had his license suspended after being pulled over for drunken driving in August 2004, a month after Spence's arrest.

Judging by the reaction to Brunner's drunken driving incident — neither Democrats nor his GOP primary rivals made much of an issue of it —the political fallout from Spence's DWI could be minimal.

Spence's nascent bid for governor reported its first major contributions this week. In addition to the $2 million from Spence himself, the campaign received $25,000 from Daniel Creston, an executive at Spence's company, Alpha Packaging, and $100,000 from St. Louis developer William Koman.

Spence announced his candidacy last month and has been gaining momentum after Lt. Gov. Peter Kinder's decision not to enter the race. Bill Randles, a former attorney from Kansas City, also is seeking the GOP nomination to take on Gov. Jay Nixon next year.
2012 Showdown in Missouri
Fox News
My next guest says try the grand old race for the United States Senate. Right now, Republicans would need to pick up four seats to take the majority away from the Democrats.

Sarah Steelman wants to be one of them. She hopes to secure the Republican nomination in a very crowded field to challenge the incumbent Democrat, Claire McCaskill, in Missouri.

We reached out, by the way, to Senator McCaskill. She has been on the show before, so we hope that she will be back on the show. And her folks say that that probably will happen.

Well, you are considered one of the folks right now, Sarah, who has a very good chance of picking up this seat. What is going to be the signature issue, or what is already?

SARAH STEELMAN, R - MISSOURI SENATORIAL CANDIDATE: Well, Neil, I think the signature issue is spending and jobs.

You know, until we stop spending money we do not have, we are not going to get control of the budget and the economy. And Claire McCaskill and President Obama continue to put the wrong policies in place that have driven this economy into the ditch. We have to stop spending money we do not have. It is just that simple.

CAVUTO: But both sides do. Right? I mean, how would you talk or would you talk to fellow Republicans should you get in about their penchant for talking the talk, but not walking the walk when it comes to big budget debate agreements, barely keeping on top of the interest payments, and a deal that many of them were willing to sign on to that would still add $9 trillion over 10 years?

So that doesn't look very brave to me.

STEELMAN: Well, you are right.

I mean, there are as many Democrats that are guilty are Republicans and their spending habits. And the fact is, is that Washington is just broken. And it is not working. The debt deal was ridiculous. It didn't work. They form a super secret committee. Nobody knows what the negotiations are -- are going on behind these closed doors.

And what do they come out with? Nothing. It was a failure.

(CROSSTALK)

CAVUTO: Here is one of the latest talks that are going on now.

There's this talk, as you probably heard, of extending the president's payroll tax cut, this time extending it to employers, so that they could save a little money, too, the big bone of contention right now between Republicans and Democrats is Democrats want to slap a surtax on those making $1 million or more to pay for that. How do you feel about that?

STEELMAN: Well, I am for lowering taxes.

But the fact is, this is just a political gimmick. They want to get Republicans to vote for a tax increase to pay for this cut in the payroll tax. And, Neil, I would ask you, if it is good enough to temporarily lower rates, why isn't it good permanently to do that?

What we are too used to in this country and what Congress keeps doing is putting Band-Aids on all these solutions. Let's look at permanently lowering tax rates, so that people can plan into the future. The fact is, I'm an economist by training. And I know that what works is a permanent increase in buying power.

But you do not get that with these -- just these temporary tax decreases. Now, if it were a stand-alone, I would vote for it, if it was just a cut in the payroll taxes. But this is just a political gimmick they're doing.

(CROSSTALK)

CAVUTO: No, I understand what you're saying, Sarah.

But do you find it odd that some of your Republican colleagues, leaving aside the tax on millionaires, have made a big deal before that idea came up of making sure the payroll tax cut was paid for? This stands in steep -- stark contrast to their prior position on marginal tax rate cuts for the upper income, that they didn't really have to be paid for, but on this payroll thing, they say it should be.

Are they being inconsistent?

STEELMAN: Everything about Washington is inconsistent, because they say one thing and do another, which is what my opponent, Claire McCaskill, is very, very good at.

And the fact is that we need to look at reforming the tax structure in this country. And we have a good opportunity to do that right now.

CAVUTO: Yeah.

STEELMAN: But they are failing to do it.

And we know that Washington doesn't work because there is no incentive in there for people in Washington to want to cut spending, to want to close corporate loopholes in a tax structure that doesn't work anymore. Why? Because they get to reward their contributors, their special interest groups with either tax subsidies, fiscal stimulus, different kinds of loopholes in the tax code.

CAVUTO: Well, both sides, both sides do play that game. But...

STEELMAN: They do play that game.

CAVUTO: All right.

STEELMAN: And that is what causing all the problems.

CAVUTO: OK.

STEELMAN: And the people in this country get that. The people who don't get that is Washington. And that is what I am running against.

Neil, I will tell you that I am the candidate that the status quo fears the most, because I am conservative who is going to do what I say I'm going to do.

And what do we need to do right now is cut spending, stop spending money we do not have.

CAVUTO: All right, we will watch very closely.

Sarah Steelman, thank you very much. 

McCaskill co-sponsors permanent earmark ban
Missouri News Horizon
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. – Missouri Sen. Claire McCaskill has teamed up with Pennsylvania Republican Sen. Pat Toomey to extend a ban on Congressional earmarks — an appropriations tool often blamed for bloating the federal budget.

The Earmark Elimination Act of 2011, which the Senators introduce earlier this week, would build on a temporary moratorium that is set to expire at the end of 2012. McCaskill and Toomey’s proposal would permanently ban all earmarks – in which lawmakers are able to set aside funds specifically for pet projects in their home districts and states.

“When I got to the Senate and sought to end earmarking, folks patted me on the head, and said that earmarks weren’t going away because they were part of the culture,” McCaskill, a freshman Democrat, said in a written statement. “In time, we achieved a temporary ban on earmarks. But it’s not enough. With politicians on both sides of the aisle creatively trying to get around the ban, and talking openly about ending it, it’s time to end earmarks permanently.”

The proposed ban would define earmarks as any Congressionally directed spending item, limited tax benefit or limited tariff benefit. By creating a broad definition, the Senators hope to keep lawmakers from exploiting current loopholes.

The bill would also create a “point-of-order” against earmarks, giving legislative leaders the ability to single-handedly toss out earmarks that lawmakers may attempt to attach to bills anyway. Under the proposed bill, it would take a two-thirds majority to override the point-of-order.

House members complain that Army Corps to blame for Missouri River flooding 

BY BILL LAMBRECHT Post-Dispatch Washington Bureau Chief blambrecht@post-dispatch.com 202-298-6880 | Posted: Thursday, December 1, 2011 12:00 am
WASHINGTON • House members from Missouri to North Dakota complained Tuesday that the Army Corps of Engineers mismanaged Missouri River dams and reservoirs before an epic flood this year that ruined cropland and caused hundreds of millions of dollars in damages.

In a hearing, more than a dozen House members from both political parties took turns scolding Brig. Gen. John McMahon, the corps Northwestern Division commander, arguing that the Army engineers need to revamp forecasting methods and focus more on flood protection and less on river restoration.

"Flood control must be the corps' primary objective in running the river," Rep. Blaine Luetkemeyer, R-St. Elizabeth, said at the House Transportation and Infrastructure subcommittee hearing.

McMahon responded that before the flood, the corps' computer models showed that storage in reservoirs would have been sufficient to capture runoff and rain any spring for the last 100 years. He said that the corps would be more flexible in managing the Missouri next year and report to Congress early in January on studies to determine whether river operations need to change.

He challenged Congress to come up with about $2 billion for the corps to make repairs on the Missouri and elsewhere from the turbulent weather of this year.

"That money needs to be appropriated, in my opinion, the sooner the better," he said.

Strong sentiments in the hearing reflect efforts in Congress to change the 1944 law that prescribes eight often conflicting purposes in river management, among them flood control, navigation and maintaining fish and wildlife.

The unusual agreement in Congress since this year's long-lasting flood belies a long-standing feud between states in the upper basin and lower basin over who gets the often scarce water from the Missouri River. And that feud may yet stand in the way of new legislation.

The water this year was far from scarce. A record combination of snow melt and freakish rains in the river's western reaches left the corps struggling to evacuate water for three months. The flow of water from Gavins Point Dam in South Dakota, the closest to Missouri, was more than twice the volume of any previous amount.

The St. Louis area largely avoided damage as a result of a dry summer and dam breaches upriver that spread water over a vast acreage. In Iowa, the rampaging river was 11 miles wide at the height of the flood.

Nonetheless, a study by the University of Missouri estimated that 207,000 acres of Missouri farmland was flooded and farmers lost $176 million in income.

Tom Waters, who heads the Missouri Levee and Drainage District Association, was among those at the hearing recommending a temporary halt in environmental spending on the river in favor of levee repair.

"When we spend $20 million on fish and birds, more likely than not we end up with a 200- or 300-page study that ends up on the shelf," he said.

Environmental advocates did not testify but Shana Udvardy, an American Rivers flood management expert, noted that Congress this year had stripped all funding from a corps study that took up issues aired at the hearing.

"We need to bring the public together and, using sound science, look at the whole river and the eight authorized purposes," she said.
Lawmakers, witnesses blast Corps over Missouri River flooding
By Robert Koenig, Beacon Washington correspondent 

Posted 5:28 pm Wed., 11.30.11 

WASHINGTON -- Criticized by Missouri lawmakers, farmers and local officials for the response to this year's Missouri River flooding, a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers commander on Wednesday promised a more flexible and aggressive approach to managing the river to avoid a repeat of the devastating flood.

"The Corps plans to assume a more flexible posture as water is evacuated through the [Missouri River] system for the remainder of the fall and early winter," Brig. Gen. John R. McMahon told the House subcommittee on water resources and the environment. "The Corps will also take a more aggressive stance with winter and spring releases" of water from the six giant reservoirs that help control river flows.

McMahon, who commands the Corps' Northwestern Division, listened to statements from five of Missouri's U.S. House members, as well as testimony from representatives of the state's Levee and Drainage District Association, the Missouri Farmer's Union, and the Holt County Clerk. Nearly all of the lawmakers and witnesses urged the Corps to place flood prevention and protection above all other goals in managing the river.

One common theme was that, because so many levees and related flood-control structures were damaged in this year's flooding and have yet to be repaired, the Corps -- perhaps under the direction of Congress -- should at least temporarily divert resources away from fish and wildlife conservation and use the funds to repair levees.

"Endangered species and habitat creation have become the focus of the Corps," said Tom Waters, a farmer in Orrick, Mo., who chairs the Missouri Levee and Drainage District Association. "Congress must refocus the Corps' priorities and redirect their efforts toward flood control and fixing levees."

U.S. Rep. Sam Graves, R-Tarkio, whose district in northwest Missouri bore the brunt of the state's flooding, said thousands of acres there were "devastated." A recent study by the University of Missouri's College of Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources found that the deluge inundated 207,000 acres of agricultural land, resulting in $176 million in lost revenue and hurting many local economies.

In Holt County, in the state's northwestern corner, County Clerk Kathy Kunkel told the panel that 32 levees were breached, with one break a half a mile wide. "Our green fields of summer took on the look of an endless lake, and the smell of an old tackle box," she said.

She accused the Corps of making a "land grab" by purchasing more than 8,000 acres of land in the county as part of a government program to remove farmland from oft-flooded areas. After this year's levee breaches, she complained, many farmers "see no hope but to sell their irrevocably ruined land to the Corps." She supported proposals in Congress to divert federal funds away from land purchases and use the money to repair levees.

The House hearing also heard similar testimony from lawmakers and witnesses from the Dakotas, Iowa and other states that were hit hard by the spring and summer flooding. In addition to Graves, the other members of the Missouri delegation who testified included Reps. Russ Carnahan, D-St. Louis; Blaine Luetkemeyer, R-St. Elizabeth; Vicky Hartzler, R-Harrisonville; and Emanuel Cleaver, D-Kansas City. Rep. Billy Long, R-Springfield, questioned witnesses as a member of the subcommittee, and Rep. Todd Akin, R-Wildwood, submitted a statement.

Graves, who is sponsoring a bill to divert funds slated for wildlife programs to help with levee repair, agreed with Waters that "we are asking the Corps ... to juggle too many priorities. We must make clear once and for all that the prevention of flooding has to be the number-one priority."

Another House bill, sponsored by Rep. Steve King, R-Iowa, aims to require the Corps to re-calculate the reservoir storage needs based on this year's flooding. In the past, the Corps had managed water levels based on an older formula that assumed less drainage runoff than what occurred this year.

Throughout the Missouri River basin, the overall damages caused by this year's flooding has been estimated at more than $2 billion in North and South Dakota, Nebraska, Iowa, Kansas and Missouri. McMahon, reflecting his testimony to a Senate panel last month, said money was being diverted from other accounts to repair levees, but it is not nearly enough.

"At some point, we're going to need new funds for repair and restoration of the system." McMahon said.
Lawmakers tell Corps of Engineers to stop Missouri River flooding

By DAVID GOLDSTEIN
The Star’s Washington Correspondent 

Lawmakers from Missouri along with others from the region insisted today that the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers emphasize flood prevention above anything else in managing the Missouri River.

The message was delivered at a hearing before the House Subcommittee on Water Resources and Environment. It was looking into how to prepare for the next deluge, even as Missouri and other states in the river basin are still reeling in the aftermath record flooding this year.

Panel members as well as witnesses were nearly unanimous that issues related to fish and wildlife, recreation and other river uses had to take a back seat to protecting people and property. 

“I believe that we are asking the Corps of Engineers to juggle too many priorities,” said Republican U.S. Rep. Sam Graves of Northwest Missouri. “We must make clear once and for all that the prevention of flooding has to be the number one priority.”

Graves, who said that thousands of acres in northwestern Missouri were “utterly devastated,” has introduced legislation to remove fish and wildlife management as one of the corps’ priorities. 

The overall impact of the flooding throughout the basin is more than $2 billion, according to Congressional estimates. Floodwaters destroyed farmland, homes, infrastructure, as well as costing some lives.

In Missouri alone, the combination of rain and snowmelt flooded 207,000 acres of agricultural land, resulting in $176 million in lost revenue, according to the University of Missouri College of Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources. It also created a spillover effect on local economies.

Brig. Gen. John McMahon, commander of the Northwestern Division of the corps, said it already has begun shifting funds to deal with damaged levees up and down the river. But it won’t be enough, he said.

“The wiggle room is narrow,” McMahon said. “At some point, we’re going to need new funds for repair and restoration of the system.”

The corps has come under heated criticism from many in the state who fault it for not doing enough ahead of time to prepare for the water. 

“We probably could have — should have — done a better job of communicating,” McMahon said. But the “successive bouts of rain really threw us for a loop.”

In Holt County, which lies in the northwest corner of the state, the flooding breeched 32 levees on the western border of the state. County Clerk Kathy Kunkel told the panel that the levee breaks in some cases were a half-mile wide.

With nearly 20 percent of the county already set aside for wildlife by either the federal or state government, she said people feel that Washington needs to pay less attention to fish and more to them. 

“We’ve given enough,” Kunkel said in her prepared testimony. “Holt Countians feel threatened and endangered. The American farmer in our region is fast approaching extinction.”

County leaders concerned with unfinished levee
MISSISSIPPI COUNTY, MO (KFVS) - 

Mississippi County leaders are afraid some of the work inside the Birds Point New Madrid floodway could be undone if water tops the unfinished levee.

Commissioner Carlin Bennett says Big Oak State Park is one of the lowest points in the county.

He says he fears what could happen if the Mississippi River tops the unfinished levee at the center crevasse where the Corp of Engineers blew the levee in the spring.

"If you stand in the middle of the center crevasse, and look right out, you're looking right at Big Oak State Park," said Bennett. "If water comes through that center crevasse again, it's going to flood Big Oak State Park, again."

Bennett says he's been in contact with the Army Corps of Engineers and they say they are prepared to flood fight at the center crevasse.

MISSOURINET
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 Legislators pour over new district maps

November 30, 2011 By Jessica Machetta

When legislators couldn’t agree on a map to pass that lays down each one of their district boundaries, the task went to the courts. Senator Kevin Engler of Farmington calls some of the decisions made by the appellate apportionment commission … weird.




The red lines are the new district boundaries, showing where lines were redrawn from the 2001 House map, with each color indicating the prior district. (By Jessica Machetta.) Click the image to go to the Office of Administration web site with all new map images.

The commission, which was appointed by the Supreme Court, says it drew maps that comply with the constitution, the Voting Rights Act, and other legal requirements. Engler disagrees, saying it splits communities and re-aligns political parties. He says it’s obvious the panel was favoring democrats.

Redistricting happens every ten years following the census. The 2010 Census shows Missouri’s population increased by 7 percent to just shy of 6 million people. The reapportionment commission says population shifts required “significant changes” in the state’s 34 Senate districts and 163 House districts.




The new Senate district boundaries show significant changes have been made to both rural and urban areas of the state. The red lines indicate the 2011 boundaries. (By Jessica Machetta.)

The new map puts Senator Jane Cunningham in the same district as Senator John Lamping. Engler says that makes for some tricky election choices. Districts in even and odd numbers run on different election cycles. Engler says the extensive re-numbering of districts on the new maps is going to cause several problems.

For instance, Senators Jane Cunningham and John Lamping, both republicans in Chesterfield and Ladue, have been lumped into the same district. So now does Cunningham run in a district she doesn’t even live in? According to a tweet, Cunningham plans to run in the new 27th District.

Engler says the commission also did not keep communities together as it said it would. The commission says the population shifts in the state as identified by the 2010 census mandated several changes.

Download 

The commission says this is only the second time in history that redrawing both the House and Senate district maps has been left to a judicial panel. It reports:

“The constitutional requirement that district be as equal in population as practicable.
The Senate redistricting plan has an overall difference in population of 7.46% between its largest and smallest districts. The new plan has four African-American majority districts.
The House redistricting plan has an overall population difference of 7.80% between its largest and smallest districts. The new plan has 16 African-American majority districts. It also has 2 districts wherein combined racial minority populations comprise a majority. Thus, the House plan has a total of 18 districts where racial minorities constitute a majority of the population.”
The districts take effect for primary and general elections next year. Candidate filing for election to the new districts begins February 28, 2012.

Summary maps and demographic reports describing the new legislative districts are posted on the website: http://oa.mo.gov/bp/redistricting. Additional detailed maps and census descriptions filed with the Secretary of State will also soon be available on the website.

The panel comprises Lisa White Hardwick, Chair, Roy L. Richter, Vice Chair, Don E. Burrell, Jr., Robert G. Dowd, Jr., Nancy Steffen Rahmeyer, and James E. Welsh.
DED Director Kerr testifies before House Committee on Mamtek

December 1, 2011 By Mike Lear

After two days of testimony, lawmakers on the House Committee on Government Accountability still have many questions about Mamtek. The company was to have built a plant at Moberly to turn sugar into sucralose, but that project failed resulting in $39 million dollars in bonds that must be paid off.

City of Moberly officials on Tuesday testified that they looked to the Department of Economic Development to do due diligence into Mamtek’s claims. In testimony on Wednesday, Department representatives countered that.

Director David Kerr says DED’s tax incentive programs are performance based, and therefore protect taxpayers by making sure nothing is done if a company does not deliver on its claims. He told lawmakers this reduces the need for “costly, time-consuming and quite frankly wasteful due diligence by state workers when our programs allow the free market to police whether the company will ultimately receive the tax incentives requested.” Even so, he says due diligence checks are done and were done in the Mamtek deal, looking for indications of fraud or misrepresentation as early as possible in a project.

Also discussed in the two-day hearing were e-mails DED released last week to lawmakers. One in particular is from Edward Li, an employee of a DED Contract Office in Shanghai on April 13, 2010, responded to a request from Economic Development officials seeking information on the China production facility. Li wrote:

“We found their plant in Fujian Province, China, never started to manufacture. In 2007, their investment project was approved by Wuyishan City, Fujian. As the initial agreement, local government build the factory and all facility for Mamtek, while Mamtek rent the facility in the beginning and will finally purchase the facility. The planned investment capital is 20 million USD, which will be invested by three phases. In 2008, although most of the facility was built, Mamtek still didn’t start manufacturing. One of the reasons is the protest from local conservation department, who insisted that the project is a kind of fine chemical industry, which should not be set in this zone. In 2009, Mamtek made the deal with local government and agreed to move out (they never started) and so far there is no other news about the new location in China.”

Kerr was asked by lawmakers why that letter was not made available to Moberly Area Economic Development Corporation President Corey Mehaffy. Kerr told the Committee his staff shared its concern with Mehaffey, but did not include the details of the e-mail.

He also told lawmakers an e-mail a week earlier from DED Project Manager Lynne Shae to Mehaffy, and officials in the other communities in consideration for the Mamtek plant, did advise them that more information was needed. That included data on any locations in China.

DED General Counsel Chris Pieper told the Committee that Mehaffy was also getting information from other sources that supported Mamtek’s claim of a China facility. That included a telephone conversation with Michael Wise, a patent attorney with the law firm Perkins Coie, working for Mamtek. Wise alleged to have visited the Fujian facility on more than one occasion and even to have product made there in his possession. Pieper says Mehaffy acted on that information. Kerr says DED at the time also considered Wise’s information more definitive, since Li’s report was based on preliminary and limited research via the internet.

Kerr also told the Committee that had the issue not already been the subject of more than one investigation, DED would have referred it to the Attorney General’s Office. Pieper later added, based on information that has come to light, “…there is at least the potential that there was misrepresentation made in the applications, perhaps, and the materials submitted with the applications for state incentives.”

Chairman Jay Barnes (R-Jefferson City) did tell the DED representatives they should make getting a company into the partially-built plant at Moberly a top priority, as he had told the City’s officials on Tuesday he would. The representative suggested the Department call the 20 largest sucralose manufacturers in the world, followed by other chemical companies, and keep making calls until an entity is in that plant.

Kerr told the Committee the Department can do that. He expressed a willingness to help Moberly, having told lawmakers in the first few minutes of his opening statement, “We in DED are extremely disappointed and upset that this development did not bring the jobs and opportunities we thought it was going to.”

Representative Barnes said he would formally seek an extension of the Committee from the Speaker of the House, and he plans to have it meet again in January. He wants it to next look into other deals that have sought performance-based incentives from DED to see how many make it to the point of receiving those incentives.

He also plans to continue trying to get Mamtek executives before the Committee, as well as Michael Wise.
Missouri women’s wage gap stagnant

December 1, 2011 By Bob Priddy

A federal study indicates Missouri’s women earn about one-fourth less than men do for doing the same jobs. But that’s nothing new.

The federal bureau of labor statistics calculates the median wage of Missouri women is about 75 cents for each dollar paid to men in similar positions….Only Alaska, Louisiana, West Virginia, and Wyoming have worse ratios. Missouri’s ratio is six percentage points under the national average. Bureau economist Linda Nickisch ways Missouri’s situation has not improved since spiking more than a decade ago. Women in 1998 earned almost 81 percent of what men earned, the only time Missouri’s women have topped 80 percent.

Nationally, women have narrowed the gap considerably while Missouri’s women have held in the 75 to 77 percent range. Nickisch says women nationally earned 62 percent of what men earned in 1979. Now, nationally, the figure is more than 81 percent.

She says the ratios are based on extensive samples of wage and salaried workers and don’t include people in agriculture or those who are self-employed or are in management and are CEOs. She says age, education, and the makeup of a state’s industries and the labor force also can affect pay ratios.
Baby Lisa’s family says “go home.”

December 1, 2011 By Allison Blood

It’s been more than two months now since a Kansas City infant was reported missing. During the past eight weeks plus, the parents have made it known they don’t want to talk to you, have threatened to have those who have lived through having their children abducted –arrested for offering support and now, they’ve told the die-hard supporters to get off their lawn.

The baby’s grandfather says it’s not that they don’t want your prayers, he says its just a hard time for the family and they want to be alone.

As a final prayer vigil was held outside the home, the family left without acknowledging…..those that have spent 56 days dedicated to the idea of a possible happy ending. The family asked those praying to go home.
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Judges unveil new boundary lines for Missouri House and Senate
By Jo Mannies, Beacon political reporter, and Jason Rosenbaum, special to the Beacon 

Updated 8:14 pm Wed., 11.30.11 

The Missouri judges responsible for redrawing the state's legislative seats have just issued the new maps, and the changes are dramatic -- particularly for the state Senate and in the St. Louis area.

The state Senate's 7th District, now represented by state Sen. Jane Cunningham, (right) R-Chesterfield, has been moved into St. Charles and Lincoln counties, among others.

Cunningham's house was moved into the same 24th District as John Lamping, R-Ladue. Lamping currently represents the 24th, which long had been rumored to be a possible target for being moved outstate. But that did not happen. The 24th District now goes farther into west St. Louis County.

Cunningham aide Kit Crancer tweeted Wednesday night that the senator planned on running in the new 27th District, which is taking in much of her current 7th District. She will move into the 27th.

The 1st District now represented by Republican Jim Lembke (below, right) of Lemay, has been moved farther south into St. Louis County. Lembke's home remains in the 1st, however.

Part of Lembke's current district is shifted into the new 4th District, which is crescent-shaped and includes part of south St. Louis County as well as west and southern parts of the city of St. Louis. The eastern portion of the new 4th reaches down to Interstate 270.

Clayton has now been moved from the 24th into the new 14th District, which is represented by state Sen. Maria Chappelle-Nadal, (left) D-University City. Part of Richmond Heights also has been moved into the 14th.

The 27th District, which Cunningham now covets, has been represented by Republican Jason Crowell of Cape Girardeau and took in upper southeast Missouri. In the new map, the 27th appears to have been moved north and west so that the new district will encompass parts of northern Jefferson County and western St. Louis County.

Crowell personally won't be affected, because he is term-limited and cannot run for re-election in 2012.

The state House also faces a major upheaval. According to activists pouring over maps Wednesday night, at least 50 of the state's 163 House members have been placed in districts with one or more colleagues.

Missouri's 163 state House seats and 34 state Senate seats were redrawn in response to the 2010 census. The judges took over the map-drawing tasks when the bipartisan commissions for the House and Senate failed to meet the September deadline in the state constitution for drawing up new maps.

The judges' decisions are final. Critics would have to challenge the new maps in federal court.

According to the judicial commission's announcement:

--- "The Senate redistricting plan has an overall difference in population of 7.46% between its largest and smallest districts. The new plan has four African-American majority districts."

-- "The House redistricting plan has an overall population difference of 7.80% between its largest and smallest districts. The new plan has 16 African-American majority districts. It also has 2 districts wherein combined racial minority populations comprise a majority. Thus, the House plan has a total of 18 districts where racial minorities constitute a majority of the population."

Judge Lisa White Hardwick, who headed the judicial commission, said in a statement, "We have worked collaboratively to draw maps that comply with the constitution, the Voting Rights Act, and other legal requirements."

Partisans debate whose ox was gored

The impact of the new maps is heaviest on all 163 House members, who will be running in 2012, and the 17 members of the state Senate who represent odd-number districts that also will be on the 2012 ballot. Even-numbered House districts, even though they have new boundary lines, won't be on the ballot until 2014. That means the existing even-numbered senators will represent those districts, even if the new lines put those legislators' homes in other districts.

Overall, although some St. Louis area Republicans got hurt, the new map for the 34-member state Senate appears statewide to have bolstered the GOP's hold on a majority of the districts. Some Democratic activists had hoped otherwise.

The new House map appeared to be even more confusing. Most of the districts in the St. Louis area were renumbered.

In the city of St. Louis, for example, all of the new districts have new numbers. The boundaries for all appear to be dramatically different -- and the city appears to have lost a couple districts. Legislators and party activities were busy Wednesday trying to decipher the differences.

In the city and St. Louis County, a couple dozen legislators were believed to have been tossed in the same districts, although party activists and consultants were still pouring over the new maps and legislators' home addresses late Wednesday to verify their suspicions.

At least three House Republicans -- John Diehl of Town and Country, Rick Stream (right) of Kirkwood, and Cole McNary of Chesterfield -- appeared to have been placed in the new 89th District. 

Political insiders counted at least 11 other House pairings in the St. Louis area, including:

-- House Speaker designate Tim Jones, R-Eureka, and Paul Curtman, R-Pacific;

-- St. Louis Democrats Penny Hubbard and Jeanette Mott Oxford;

-- St. Louis Democrats Karla May, Chris Carter and Jamilah Nasheed;

-- Democrats Susan Carlson of St. Louis and Stacey Newman of Richmond Heights;

-- Democrats Genise Monticello of St. Louis and Scott Sifton of Affton.

Some, such as Oxford, are in their last term because of term limits. But most are not.

The new Senate and House maps do make clear, however, that St. Charles County is a winner, capturing parts or all of several additional new Senate and House districts.

Jeff Mazur – a union official with AFSCME (American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees) who served on the Senate bipartisan commission – contended that the entire St. Louis County map is “a map that was created by and for incumbent members of both parties.”

“They basically lifted the map that current incumbent senators created and dropped that into their map,” Mazur said. “And it’s clearly an instance where the incumbent protection was the highest priority.”

Cunningham, however, might disagree with his analysis.

Mazur contended that the new Senate map gives an Democrats an edge in no more than 11 of the 34 seats.

Meanwhile, former state House Speaker Rod Jetton, R-Marble Hill, tweeted that he believed the new House map favors Democrats.

Republican consultant James Harris contended that the GOP took significant political hits with the new maps, and he accused the judges of gerrymandering some districts.

“It is hard to imagine a more brazen example of one branch of government overstepping its constitutional boundaries," said Harris, who has led unsuccessful efforts to revamp how Missouri's judges are selected for the appellate and state Supreme Court. "Not only are these maps obviously driven by a partisan agenda, if you read Article III, Section 7 of the Missouri Constitution it appears that the Senate map is likely unconstitutional.”

Outstate Senate map strengthens GOP hold

In some ways, the new Senate map makes it much harder for Democrats to compete in previously competitive districts. For example, among the outstate districts:

-- Senate District 3 currently represented by Sen. Kevin Engler, R-Farmington, was competitive because it included parts of southern Jefferson County, Ste. Genevieve County, Washington County and Iron County. Now, it pairs Ste. Genevieve and St. Francois counties with Republican-leaning counties such as Perry and Cape Girardeau.

Mazur said that seat becomes “unwinnable” for Democrats.

-- Senate District 27's move also creates problems for southeast Missouri Republicans. For months, state Rep. Ellen Brandom, R-Sikeston, was seen as the favorite to replace Crowell in the 27th. But now that Scott County (which takes in Sikeston) is in the 25th District, Brandom may have to run in a crowded Republican primary that includes Doug Libla and state Rep. Billy Pat White, R-Dexter. Rep. Terry Swinger, D-Caruthersville, is running as a Democrat for the 25th seat.

-- Senate District 16, which is represented by Sen. Dan Brown, R- Rolla, used to be held by former Sen. Frank Barnitz, D-Lake Spring. Although that seat always leaned Republican, it likely leans even more to the GOP side with Republican-leaning counties such as Camden and Laclede.

-- Senate District 18 has ping-ponged between Republicans and Democrats over the last few election cycles. Now the seat – which is represented by Sen. Brian Munzlinger, R-Williamstown – becomes arguably more Republican with the addition of Randolph County. The seat also includes more northern Missouri counties that used to be represented by Sen. Brad Lager, R-Savannah.

--- Senate District 21 – which will be open next year because of term limitds – also may be harder for Democrats to win now that it will include GOP-leaning Pettis County. It also lost Ray County and a small portion of Clay County.

State Sen. David Pearce, R-Warrensburg, now represents the 31st District, but his residence will be moved into the new 21st District. Pearce - who is up for re-election next year - can either run in the 21st District, or he will have to move into another part of the revamped 31st District.

Pearce's predicament, like that facing Cunningham, soon will be the situation of many others in the state House and Senate.

The redistricting fallout in MO? No big edge to either party

The Kansas City Star

15 hours, 56 minutes ago 

Steve Kraske 

The word on the judge-drawn House and Senate maps that came out today?

Insiders are saying this:

1) Neither party came out heavily advantaged.

2) Lots of incumbents tossed into the same districts with each other. That, as you might imagine, has infuriated a bunch of them. One example out of KC: Jason Holsman and Kevin McManus.
3) Some fussing that the judges who put the maps together should have opened their deliberations to the public. Lawsuit a-comin’?

4) State Rep. Ryan Silvey, the House budget chair who plans to run for the north-of-the-river state Senate seat now held by the term-limited Luann Ridgeway, came out in pretty good shape. His entire current state House district is included in the new Senate district. 
Spence kicks off campaign for governor with $2 million donation -- from himself
By Jo Mannies, Beacon political reporter 

Posted 12:56 am Thu., 12.1.11 

Amid talk of his past and potential new rivals, Republican gubernatorial candidate David Spence put his money where his mouth is on Wednesday, by donating $2 million of his personal wealth into his campaign.

Spence's personal donation -- which is not listed as a loan -- comes as various better-known Republicans consider whether to challenge him for the nomination in the August 2012 primary. Spence's entry, made official November 23, already forced out Lt. Gov. Peter Kinder, a fellow Republican who had been planning for more than two years for challenge the Democratic incumbent, Gov. Jay Nixon.

Spence also collected this week $100,000 from developer William Koman and $25,000 from David Creston, executive vice president of Alpha Packaging, the firm that Spence bought in the 1980s. Spence remains involved in the company, although he sold most of the interest in Alpha to a private equity firm in 2010.

Spence is not the only self-funded candidate to be running for major office in Missouri, but his donation is the first large sum to be documented. Another wealthy businessman, John Brunner, is competing in the Republican primary for the U.S. Senate. But under federal campaign-finance rules, Brunner won't have to report any donations -- including those from his own pocket -- until January 2012.

The Missouri Democratic Party was quick to pounce on Spence's spending. “David Spence should explain to Missourians why he’s giving his political campaign $2 million at the same time his bank refuses to repay its $42 million taxpayer bailout," said party spokeswoman Caitlin Legacki. "Spence was a major stock holder in the bailed-out bank, so Missourians are left wondering whether their taxpayer money is now being spent on Spence's political campaign.”

Spence also has taken some heat from tea party activists who object to his stint a few years ago on the board of Reliance Bank, which accepted $42 million in federal bailout aid in early 2009. (Spence has noted that he wasn't on the bank's 16-member holding company, which actually voted to take the aid, until several months after it was accepted.)

Reliance has since come under fire because it announced last February that it was postponing its first annual repayment of $2.2 million because of continued financial problems. Spence left the board soon afterwards, saying he did so in part out of protest.

In any event, Spence's $2 million cash injection comes as speculation continues to swirl around state Auditor Tom Schweich and St. Louis lawyer Ed Martin, who currently is running for the 2nd District congressional seat. Both men have indicated that they are looking at the governor's race.

Sources say Schweich -- who is close to retired U.S. Sen. John C. Danforth, R-Mo. -- has approached some major Republican donors, including businessman Sam Fox.

Martin, meanwhile, has been making some intriguing comments on radio. He also is getting encouragement from some fellow social conservatives, including state Sen. Jim Lembke, R-Lemay.

On Wednesday, Lembke posted an endorsement of Martin on a new Facebook page, "Draft Ed Martin for Governor."

Wrote Lembke: "We need a candidate for governor that embraces the constitution, knows the proper role of government and is not afraid to stand firm against the tyranny of the federal government. We need a leader at the top of our ticket that will take the fight to Nixon. This race is an uphill climb and will take a candidate that is seasoned, and has been around the block. I believe the right man for the job is ED MARTIN."

Spence has already been the target of anonymous online attacks, including one last weekend from an apparently short-lived group, "Missourians for a Conservative Governor," that blogger Eli Yokley tied to the Martin campaign.

Like Brunner, Spence also is dealing with the public disclosure of a 2004 arrest for drunken driving. Spence's drivers license was suspended for three months. A similar incident hasn't caused any political fallout for Brunner.

Carnahan holding major holiday fundraising event in 1st District
By Jo Mannies, Beacon political reporter 

Posted 9:08 pm Wed., 11.30.11 

U.S. Rep. Russ Carnahan, D-St. Louis, has yet to decide which district he will seek to represent in 2012 -- but his big holiday fundraising event will be Dec. 11 at the Scape American Bistro -- in the 1st District, now held by fellow St. Louis Democrat William Lacy Clay.

Carnahan is hoping that a pending lawsuit might resurrect his 3rd District. A hearing on that suit is set in Cole County for later this month.

Carnahan's 3rd District was dismantled by the Missouri General Assembly earlier this year, when it redrew boundary lines to reflect census changes and the state's loss of one of its current nine congressional seats. The suit challenges the new map.

Carnahan's residence was tossed into the 1st, but Clay allies are hoping that Carnahan runs in the new 2nd District, which takes in some of his current district turf. Carnahan supporters say the new 2nd District remains too Republican for him to have much of a chance.

Carnahan has held congressional and campaign events this year in the 1st, 2nd and his current 3rd. He has yet to announce a decision, other than to emphasize repeatedly that he will run for Congress in 2012.

Carnahan's fundraising event feature ticket prices of $500, $1,000 and $2,500.
Pushing earmark ban, McCaskill says some in Congress want to revive them
	By Robert Koenig, Beacon Washington correspondent 

	Posted 4:19 pm Wed., 11.30.11 

	WASHINGTON - Warning that some lawmakers are trying to do end runs around the temporary moratorium on earmarks, U.S. Sens. Claire McCaskill, D-Mo., and Pat Toomey, R-Pa., introduced a bill Wednesday that would impose a permanent ban.

McCaskill conceded that gaining approval for the bill would be tough - saying that neither Democratic nor Republicans leaders in the Senate want a vote - but she argued that the nation's interest in deficit reduction means that "to vote against a moratorium on earmarking right now would be a very dangerous vote."

At a Capitol news conference during which she took shots at the Democratic leaders of both the House and Senate, McCaskill said she was "shocked" when the House Armed Services Committee added what she described as "hundreds of earmarks" in May to its version of the 2012 defense authorization bill.

The committee's chairman, Rep. Howard P. "Buck" McKeon, R-Calif., denied that the $1 billion "Mission Force Enhancement Transfer Fund (MFET)" funded earmarks, arguing that it let "members of the committee that have the expertise move the funding around to more important items" by means of amendments.

An analysis by a watchdog group, Citizens Against Government Waste, later found that 59 of those 111 amendments had language nearly identical to that used to describe previous earmarks. Although the House later passed the defense bill, the earmark-like amendments were not funded by the House Appropriations Committee's defense subcommittee.

McCaskill, who had condemned the MFET last spring as a "slush fund" for earmarks, said Wednesday that "if it walks like a duck and quacks like a duck, it's a duck. And these were earmarks -- no question about it." She added that her office "will have more information on our effort to look at that problem in the coming weeks."

Bill would allow "points of order" against earmarks

The Toomey-McCaskill bill defines an earmark as any congressionally directed spending item, limited tax benefit or limited tariff benefit. It would allow a new category of "points of order" in the Senate to allow any senator to raise an objection to a bill that contains earmarks. A supermajority of 67 votes would be required override such an objection.

Toomey, a member of the congressional "super committee" that failed to agree on a deficit-reduction deal before Thanksgiving, conceded at the news conference that eliminating earmarks -- estimated at about $32 billion in 2010 -- would not put much of a dent in the deficit. But he argued that "for years, earmarks played a role in fueling the overspending in Washington and undermining the integrity of our legislative process. We cannot afford to allow Congress to resume earmarking and playing pork barrel politics with taxpayer dollars."

The chairman of the Senate Appropropriations Committee, Sen. Daniel Inouye, D-Hawaii, was quoted recently as saying that he is "going to do everything to reinstate earmarks." Another powerful member of that panel, Sen. Dick Durbin, D-Ill., the second-ranking Senate Democrat, also has said in the past that earmarks serve an important purpose.

Without further action, the current Senate and House moratorium on earmarks -- which does not carry the force of law -- is scheduled to expire at the end of 2012.

Sen. Roy Blunt, R-Mo., a member of the Senate Appropriations Committee, is among the senators whose influence might stand to benefit from a return of earmarks, which were favored by his predecessor, former Sen. Christopher Kit Bond, R-Mo.

But Blunt, who had supported earmarks during his years in the U.S. House, told reporters on Wednesday that he has respected the current Senate rules against earmarks and is not aware of any move to circumvent them. He took no position on the McCaskill/Toomey bill, saying he had not yet read it.

"I'm going to continue to fight for things that are good for our state," said Blunt, noting that backing more overall federal funding for levee repair would tend to help flood-ravaged states. "Overall levee funding is going to have a lot more impact on Missouri than it is Las Vegas," he said.

Blunt added: "In terms of funding where we say, 'Here's a specific project that has to happen at this specific location,' that's not happening right now as far as I know. And if it is, I believe we passed House and Senate rules against it. So the majority [Democrats] in the Senate should enforce those rules, and I'm not in the majority."

At her news conference, McCaskill said "there are many people around here who want to get back to 'business as usual' in terms of the earmarking process. That's why this legislation is necessary."

If lawmakers vote against the earmark measure, McCaskill said, "it would be an 'I don't get it' vote ... that tells the American people Congress is really out of touch." Referring to surveys that find most Americans regard Congress as dysfunctional, she added: "I think this would be the whipped cream and cherry on top of the dysfunction sundae."

Brunner, Missouri GOP accuse McCaskill of backing bills with earmarks

Even before McCaskill's news conference, a spokesman for GOP Senate hopeful John Brunner sent out a press release accusing the senator of voting for Senate bills over the years that included thousands of earmarks.

The spokesman, John Hancock, said McCaskill had wasted "billions" voting for bills that included "thousands of earmarks for things like manure research and tattoo removal."

In a separate statement, Missouri Republican Party executive director Lloyd Smith made a similar accusation. "After voting for thousands of earmarks that cost taxpayers billions of dollars, Claire McCaskill now claims she wants to ban them," he said.

Asked to respond to the GOP criticism, McCaskill told the Beacon that "I never have requested or sought or gotten an earmark. But I also knew that, if I voted against every appropriations bill that had earmarks, I would never be able to vote for any appropriations bill. My vote, at that point, was not as meaningful as the fight I was waging to end the earmarking process."

During Wednesday's news conference, McCaskill she was criticized by many Senate Democrats when she tried, unsuccessfully, to delete an earmark sponsored by then-House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., from a farm bill in 2008. And she said Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid, D-Nev., and Minority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., are not likely to support a Senate vote on the earmark bill because "both of our leaders are former appropriators," who used to be players in the earmarking process.

GOP presidential hopeful and earmark critic Rep. Michele Bachmann, R-Minn., said this week that she backs the Toomey-McCaskill legislation. "I wholeheartedly support the House moratorium on earmarks," Bachmann told the Washington Post. "Therefore, I commend Senators McCaskill and Toomey for introducing legislation which would ban earmarks in the upper chamber as well."

Another supporter is Brian Baker, president of Ending Spending Inc., which describes itself as a nonpartisan group that opposes wasteful government spending. "For too long, Washington has recklessly spent the taxpayers' hard-earned dollars on pork-barrel projects and this legislation would end this destructive practice once and for all," Baker said in a statement.


McCaskill steps up drive for earmark ban

BY BILL LAMBRECHT • blambrecht@post-dispatch.com > 202-298-6880 | Posted: Wednesday, November 30, 2011 2:17 pm
WASHINGTON • Sen. Claire McCaskill's efforts in Washington often take place alongside Republicans as she girds for a re-election fight and today was no exception when she announced legislation to permanently ban the use of earmarks in the U.S. Senate.

Accompanied by Sen. Pat Toomey, R-Pa., her co-sponsor, McCaskill said she is introducing legislation that would enable a single senator to derail a spending provision that doesn't meet a test of legitimacy.

Earmarks supposedly have been halted by an unofficial moratorium that runs through next year. But senators and House members routinely attempt to insert pet projects into spending bills, McCaskill and Toomey said.

"I watch every day as people try to get around it," McCaskill, D-Mo., said. "It's clear to me that there are many people around here who want to get back to the earmarking process."

The legislation would implement measures that would make it exceedingly difficult to insert a spending project into legislation. The rules change would enable single challenge a provision of spending legislation and a two-thirds majority would be needed to overrule the objection.

McCaskill, who has campaigned against earmarks throughout most of her Senate term, acknowledged that her legislation may never come up because of pro-earmarks sentiments in leadership of both political parties.

"Both of our leaders were former appropriators," she remarked.

Toomey, her ally in the fight, is a first-term senator and a former president of Club for Growth, a well-funded national organizations that champions lower taxes and supports like-minded conservative Republicans.

"We can't afford to waste money this way," he said, noting the $33 billion in congressional earmarks last year. "We've got to start somewhere and I think this is a good place to start."
EDITORIALS … & Letters to the Editor
Editorial: St. Louis must find a lasting solution to animal control

By the Editorial Board | Posted: Thursday, December 1, 2011 12:15 am
The city of St. Louis has been trying to outsource its animal control responsibilities, one of the core public health functions of any city government, for nearly a year and a half.

The ongoing experiment has seen a few positive developments, particularly the shift of animal control officers from dog-pound duty to street enforcement of animal-related ordinances. But the effort by the administration of Mayor Francis Slay also has lurched from one setback and crisis to another as various aspects of the plan have proved unworkable in real-world conditions.

The city cites its partnership with Stray Rescue, a private animal welfare group, as a success, but the group's board ended the partnership after a one-year trial fraught with missions at cross purposes.

One example: Stray Rescue has a no-kill philosophy, which meant that it quickly ran short of shelter space for all the city strays it acquired. Some of the strays ended up at the city's substandard Animal Regulation Center on Gasconade Street, where the spread of infectious diseases is common.

The Gasconade facility was closed to the public in August 2010, but it continues to operate as a holding and euthanasia facility for aggressive stray dogs and animals captured after biting people. And, apparently, for spillover from Stray Rescue.

In November, a revision of the city's animal control plan proposed distributing $250,000 in previously donated funds to Stray Rescue "to help with the cost of creating a modern, humane animal shelter." On paper, that's still the plan.

But as recently as Nov. 3, Stray Rescue's founder, Randy Grim, stated publicly that his group would not accept the money. Even if Stray Rescue took the money, it might not create any new shelter space. The city's proposal would be retroactive to Jan. 1, which would allow the group to be reimbursed for building improvements already made.

In a Facebook posting last month, Mr. Grim said that his organization would help the city "as funding and space permits."

Another recent twist involved the Gasconade facility, which inspectors for the Missouri Department of Agriculture have cited for violations of shelter standards. Last month, the city's director of health, Pam Walker, told officials that the state had ordered Gasconade closed by Jan. 1.

The city's latest weak response came in mid-November, when Mr. Slay, Aldermanic President Lewis Reed and city Comptroller Darlene Green approved spending $170,000 to convert an abandoned vehicle emissions inspection station at 4642 W. Florissant Ave. in north St. Louis into a new city-run animal facility. They also approved $234,000 to hire a full-time city veterinarian and three veterinary technicians to operate it.

City officials acknowledge, however, that the facility simply would take over the holding and euthanizing of biting and aggressive animals now being done at Gasconade, although a well-trained staff led by a veterinarian could be expected to perform those difficult duties with skill and sensitivity.

State Agriculture Director Jon Hagler later told the Post-Dispatch's David Hunn that there had been a misunderstanding and that he had not ordered Gasconade closed by Jan. 1.

This is a good thing, because the West Florissant building has not yet been leased. It lacks adequate plumbing and sewer systems and perimeter safety fencing. Only about a quarter of the space is heated and air conditioned. The other 5,650 square feet is basically a big garage with 15-foot ceilings and six roll-up doors. Even assuming $170,000 would cover all the needed upgrades, the building would not expand the city's shelter capacity.

The Slay plan for an animal control program that protects public safety, treats animals humanely and lowers costs is fueled by a lot of wishful thinking that keeps bumping into hard reality. Alternative ideas from Mr. Reed aren't particularly compelling, either.

One of Mr. Reed's better suggestions, though, is a possible merger of animal control functions with St. Louis County. If Mr. Slay wants to see a serious approach to animal control, he might take a look at St. Louis County's new 26,000-square-foot shelter and adoption center in Olivette. County residents pay for animal control through a tax (1 cent per $100 in property taxes) and a $1 fee per rabies tag.

Mr. Slay, an advocate of joint city-county solutions to area problems, should commit his administration to seeking a new, dedicated source of city funding for animal control and then forge a wide-ranging partnership with St. Louis County.
The Star’s editorial | KC mayor’s schools initiative has potential

Missouri Education Commissioner Chris Nicastro no doubt believed she was acting in good faith when she broached the idea of new oversight for the Kansas City School District. 

But that opening has produced an onslaught of offers and assertions, including some that should be considered dead on arrival. 

Today and Friday, Nicastro will give her recommendation to the Missouri Board of Education on her plan for the state to either monitor or administer the district, which for decades has been an academic failure. 

Nicastro is trying to fill a vacuum created by the unexpected resignation of Superintendent John Covington in August and the state’s announcement of its intention to pull the district’s accreditation.

To succeed, Nicastro needs to steer clear of some individuals and groups that have a history of feeding off the district for contracts and jobs.

Major accomplishments of Covington’s administration included closing nearly half of the schools and reducing staff, reflecting the shrinking student population. In addition, he had begun reducing the number of outside contracts.

Many of the people and groups Covington chased away in long-needed efforts to make the schools efficient and student-centered instead of a jobs-and-money program for adults are now knocking on Nicastro’s door. She should close any opening that these opportunists are seeking to pull precious resources from the education of children.

Instead, Nicastro should pay attention to Kansas City Mayor Sly James’ efforts to pull together community, civic, business and leaders of surrounding school districts to develop a workable plan for the Kansas City district to regain its accreditation and improve academic performance for the 15,409 kindergarten through 12th-grade students. James lends a steady hand and local accountability to the process, which needs more community engagement but not individuals seeking to again milk the situation for personal gain.

Working with the elected Kansas City school board remains the best option for now.

The questionable accomplishments of the state-appointed board for St. Louis schools haven’t served as a ringing endorsement for Missouri education officials attempting the same thing in Kansas City. The current board and interim Superintendent Steve Green have a plan that was developed by the community and approved by the state.

To serve the community and especially the students, Nicastro and the state must help the school district implement an effective plan to build a future of stability and academic improvements.
What About Legalizing Pot? 

By Doug Rich, Washington | Posted: Wednesday, November 30, 2011 5:32 pm Washington Missourian
To The Editor:

By way of rumors or hearsay, Missouri may legalize marijuana. Some people support it for medicinal reasons, some say our government can tax it like alcohol or tobacco, or just for the sake of those who enjoy smoking it.

There was a time when the tax revenue on tobacco was a big-time meal ticket for our government. Then, over time, the lawsuits came, and our government jumped on the bandwagon. No straddling the fence, it makes money on both sides. Bite the hand that feeds you comes to mind.

If the whole United States of America was to legalize marijuana, and tax it, and provide jobs, etc., would we see some similar “BS” from our government down the road like the tobacco industry went through? How many people do we have in our prisons due to marijuana arrests? Would legalization bring them their freedom?

If the legalization is put on a ballot, every legal voting age-abled person who favors legalization should get out and vote! The pros and cons, the debates and controversy have been around for a long time from coast to coast, and many states have legalized marijuana.

I always felt Missouri was too conservative, but the older generations will pass on, and the younger generations will have to decide and make their voices heard, if they want marijuana legal or not.
Letters to the editor, December 1 

Posted: Thursday, December 1, 2011 12:00 am
Red-light cameras are constitutional
The Missouri Court of Appeals validated Creve Coeur's red-light cameras by finding that they did not conflict with state law.

This ruling is a victory for road safety and for automated photo enforcement. The unanimous ruling confirms that red-light cameras are an important component of public safety and a valid exercise of police power. The Court of Appeals' subsequent finding that red-light cameras have no conflict with state law is an affirmation of the efficacy of the cameras throughout Missouri. It is consistent with the findings of other courts in the state and the around the country.

Red-light cameras enhance road safety by changing driver behavior, reducing red-light running and injuries and deaths caused by negligent driving habits. At the intersections in St. Louis that were among the first to have red-light cameras installed, we have seen a reduction of more than80 percent in violations. T-bone collisions are down, too. Clearly, the cameras are working to help change dangerous driver behavior. The best thing about this program is that it is violator funded; it doesn't cost taxpayers anything.

Police use red-light cameras as a tool to help solve other crimes. Police used red-light camera video to help identify and convict a driver who led police on a high-speed chase down Kingshighway. A police officer was struck by another driver and killed on that chase.

A report by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety found that two-thirds of those injured or killed in red-light running collisions were not the red-light runner. Eventually, opponents of red-light cameras will recognize that the real victims of red-light running are not the drivers who get violations but those injured or killed by people who run red lights.

Charles Bryson • St. Louis
Director of Public Safety
Heavier burden
Regarding "Banker here admits role in fraud of $1.5 million" (Nov. 22): What happened to "W.P." is an example of a serious and growing crime that deserves more attention — investment fraud and Ponzi schemes. The Identify Theft and Assumption Deterrence Act addresses only identity theft. The law needs to be revised to create a more stringent deterrent to stop these criminals. Otherwise, after their short prison terms, they will go back to their old ways.

Matthew Kent, the subject of the article, is an example. His sentence may be only 33 months for soliciting $1.2 million in funds.

W.P. must be devastated after losing all that money, which could have been his retirement funds.

The punishment for fraudulent solicitation should carry a heavier burden for the criminals.

Joel Sarmiento • Belleville
Flawed reasoning
The editorial "Primal failure" (Nov. 23), contended that the Bush tax cuts have caused the debt crisis. It was flawed and ignored facts:

• Government receipts (taxes) have increased 417 percent from $518 billion in 1980 to $2.2 trillion in 2010. Expenditures have increased 630 percent from $591 billion in 1980 to $3.7 trillion in 2010. We have a spending problem.

• The national debt of $15 trillion is projected to rise another $10 trillion over the next decade. Our debt is 100 percent of GDP and will grow up to 170 percent, the level of a bankrupt Greece.

• In former President George W. Bush's eight years, the debt increased $2.1 trillion, while in the first two years of the Obama administration it increased $3 trillion, with another $2 trillion projected for the next two years. The Bush tax cuts were a 10 percent reduction in rates for everyone.

• Entitlement programs are 61 percent of the $3.7 trillion budget and have increased at twice inflation. These are underfunded by trillions. Greater longevity means costs will soar.

• Income tax collections in 2008 — $1 trillion — never had been higher. The top 1 percent of taxpayers pay 38 percent of all taxes. The health care reform law already has imposed a new tax on families with incomes of more than $250,000.

• Reversing the Bush tax cut for the "rich" will produce only $50 billion a year.

Richard Pearce • St. Louis
Addicts need ongoing managed care, support
The commentary "Treatment for heroin addicts is essential" (Nov. 22) said, "... 30-, 60- or 90-day treatment programs [do not] adequately prepare [heroin addicts] to re-enter their natural environment and successfully manage the risk of relapse...." It said such treatment programs set "arbitrary limitations on the length of treatment" and implies that such programs do not support "continuous care."

The reality is that the great majority of those programs identify drug and alcohol addiction as incurable illnesses that can be mitigated only by adhering to time-tested techniques of life-long disease management. The best encourage patients to complete a prescribed course of treatment at an appropriate level of care and to continue recovery through appropriate medical interventions and "mutual support programs." Adherents to the principles of Alcoholics Anonymous, Narcotics Anonymous and Al-Anon, which the commentary calls insufficient, continue to participate in such programs because they believe that they are the best route to a sustained recovery.

Medication-assisted treatment can be helpful to many addicts, but as determined years ago by the National Institute on Drug Abuse, no single treatment method is appropriate for every person. Those of us who are committed to helping people addicted to alcohol or other drugs should support the availability of more treatment options, not fewer.

Society will be better off when there is a better understanding that addictions to mood-altering chemicals are diseases that affect the entire family, that treating the addict and the family works and that investment in treatment pays huge dividends in returning people to healthy, productive lives. More treatment, not less, is essential.

Bert Emmons • Kirkwood
Consultant, Sober Living St. Louis
A bad idea
Regarding "Battle to get payday loan rates on ballot" (Nov. 25): So, the government wants to place restrictions on payday loans. Should we restrict the cost of television sets? We all know TV sets are expensive, and we shouldn't have to pay more than $150 for a TV set. Should there be restrictions on the cost of new cars?

The government needs to get out of the business of telling corporations how much they can charge for their services. I am not a fan of the payday loan industry, but instead of passing a law limiting what these businesses can charge why not educate people on how to live within their means and how to put a little money away every day for the unexpected things that come up in most of our lives?

If you use a payday loan service and don't like what they charge, there is an alternative. Go somewhere else. That's what makes this country great. There is always competition.

Bob Leimberg • St. Louis County
Local is better
The Missouri Chamber of Commerce has offered a few solid proposals on education policy likely to return control over schools to parents and local communities. The biggest problem they'll face in entering the conversation about Missouri education is their long-term dedication.

Business leaders have a vested interest in education because they only benefit themselves by benefiting others, and their ability to benefit their customers is limited by how skilled and creative their workers are. Many chambers of commerce across the country in recent decades have indicated interest in sharing their expertise with schools, they can accomplish their goals only by planning to work with schools long-term.

Returning more power to local superintendents and families by promoting public school choice in charter schools and flexibility on pay and tenure are reforms that generally improve schools, but if the chamber wishes to have a serious influence this must only be a beginning.

Joy Pullmann • Chicago
Education research fellow, Heartland Institute
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Conservatives’ columns

The Nov. 27 columns by E. Thomas McClanahan (“Bright spots aside, uncertainty still reigns) and George Will (“Backward ‘progressives’ bar real postal reform”) promote a common right wing theme: domestic drilling and privatization.

No doubt the new oil and gas fields will lessen the United States dependence on imported oil.

But for how long? No oil field lasts forever. So-called conservatives never call for conservation and fuel efficiency. McClanahan is no exception.

As for Mr. Will’s column, go ahead and privatize the post office. But good luck mailing a letter at any price from Goff, Kan., to Bokchito, Okla., or any other small town.

Paul Conway

Leavenworth

Mission Hills’ foundation

After reading Mike Hendricks’s Nov. 28 article, “It’s classy, but clash-filled,” about the uproar in Mission Hills and seeing the quote by Ann Alexander, “If you start hacking away at these foundations that make Mission Hills what it is, then you end up like everyone else,” I’m left with the opinion that the foundations of Mission Hills have less to do with concrete, brick, and mortar and more to do with snobbery and elitism.

George Orwell is proved right once again: all pigs are equal, but some are more equal than others.

John Horning

Leavenworth

Biden, canine friends

The Nov. 27 article headlined, “Biden strategy in works,” refers to the vice president as an “attack dog” for the president. Why is it necessary to egregiously demean our canine friends to describe the proposed activities of the comically verbose exemplar of the cognitively limited?

Thomas J. Young

Leawood

Kauffman center more joys than problems

I must say that I was a little disappointed in the article about the Kauffman Center for the Performing Arts and its “glitches” (11-27, G1, “Kauffman Center glories and glitches”). I realize that a new structure of this magnitude will have some issues right out of the gate, but let’s not forget the importance of having a world-class facility to help Kansas City grow in cultural arts.

The complaints seemed pretty trivial when considering the positives we gain. Getting stuck in the stairway traffic for a minute or so is nothing compared to the delay people in larger cities experience just getting home after a performance in their decades-old facilities.

We should be proud that a city of relatively small-market size has such a wonderful venue. I’m sure that the sound issues will get worked out over time, and the ushers will be quicker about pointing people to their seats.

So let’s put down the torches and slow down on storming the castle. Maybe we should all spend a little more time gawking and appreciating what is there. 

Monica Ketchum

Leawood

Small business shops

What a great shopping experience I had on Nov. 26, which was Small Business Saturday. 

The 7 a.m. Fox broadcast featured cut-ins from the Brookside Toy & Science store. I had never been there and was not planning on shopping on that day. But I was intrigued by the prospect of different products that are not found in the usual chain toy stores.

The store provided a large variety of toys, games for all ages, and there were actually enthusiastic clerks readily available to help find the right gifts. The store was crowded, but there was no pushing or shoving going on.

I am so glad to have heard about this store and will be back. Local stores have a lot to offer.

Tami Tomes

Gladstone

Network against abuse

Penn State might borrow a lurid page from the Kansas City saga. Here a bishop is indicted for “slow response.” Perhaps someone might at least allude to the same actuality in Penn State circles. And prosecution seems to loom large but over another sea of roaring rhetoric.

Perhaps they need a new version of Survivors Network of Those Abused by Priests, or SNAP. Call it the Survivors Lacking Athletes Prosecution, or SLAP.

James McCormick

Kansas City

Chaos ahead for KCI

Regarding the proposed Kansas City International Airport terminal, I have enjoyed KCI in that when I arrive, I can retrieve my luggage within 150 feet from exiting a plane instead of journeying either down several levels or riding on a subway train to locate it.

The new facility could handle 15 million passengers a year, but that doesn’t necessarily guarantee that 15 million passengers will be using the facility. Kansas City Aviation Director Mark VanLoh states that the new facility could attract more business and flights, but he does not explain how this would occur or guarantee that it actually will occur. 

Why can’t Southwest Airlines have flights added at another terminal if that airline wants to expand and if Terminal B is so crowded?

The bottom line is that KCI concessions are not making what city officials think they should. To increase profits, they propose to build a new facility for $1 billion to $2 billion, much of which will be paid by passengers in the Kansas City area.

No mention is made of the chaotic conditions that will exist for passengers while the new facility is being constructed and the old one is demolished. 

Grant Martin

Shawnee

Congress’ red herring

The “balanced budget amendment” is a wonderful red herring to distract voters from the fact that Congress refuses to do its job.

Instead of passing a law that would require Congress to balance the budget right now, the “balanced budget amendment” delays the requirement for many, many years while giving the (phony) appearance that Congress is trying to balance the budget.

Paul Hirth

Olathe

Enforce speed laws

To the powers that be, if you want to stop the traffic accidents on Kansas 10 west of Kansas 7. Enforce the speed limit. I travel in that area every day.

You would not believe the speed on that road. People go well over the speed limit of 70 mph. If law enforcement officers would slow them down then some people might live. There isn’t any thing that important to drive that fast.

Frank Thompson

De Soto

Waste in new KCI plan

I am one of the many who fly from Kansas City International Airport almost weekly and have for the last 25 years. I have been to almost every other airport in the nation.

I have stood in security lines for hours on end in airports designed like Mr. Mark VanLoh describes. Mr. VanLoh’s argument to spend multimillions of dollars on a new airport is KCI has lousy food concessions and poor taxi service.

Well people don’t go to the airport to eat, and the cab restrictions are self-imposed. He says that an airline can’t add extra gates, and yet half of Terminal A and Terminal C are empty. Even Terminal B has empty bays. 

As for attracting new airlines — oh please, who is going to be attracted? Almost every major airline is already here. Do you think Virgin Atlantic or Alaska Air is going to come to Kansas City with buckets of money?

The argument about screeners is equally as bogus. On any given day you can go through screening and see twice as many screeners standing around “supervising” as working.

I think this is just an excuse to preside over the wasting of our money.

Jack Dillon

Leawood

NRA in Canada

I’m curious: Why is the National Rifle Association spending money in Canada to expand gun ownership rights for Canadians?

The NRA is the self-proclaimed defender of the Second Amendment to the Constitution of the United States of America. But how does this justify the association’s involvement in the internal politics of Canada?

Could it be that the NRA is more interested in opening a new market for gun manufacturers than defending the Second Amendment? After all, sales of guns in America are near saturation.

Most estimates put the number of guns in the hands of U.S. civilians at 280 million to 300 million, pretty much enough for every man, woman and child. 

When will members realize that the NRA is nothing more than a front for a corporate profit motive and a political organization interested only in consolidating its stranglehold on a political party?

The NRA does no real service to America. Instead, it waters the seeds of distrust, hatred and fear.

America needs more discussion on all issues, not more single issue haters. 

John Meyer

Blue Springs

Todd Haley unkempt

Look at the pictures of Kansas City Chiefs’ head coach Todd Haley in The Star. He is always disheveled and unkempt. Then look at great coaches such as Tom Landry and Vince Lombardi. Discipline obviously extended into their professional and personal practices.

Marvin Kramer

Overland Park

