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2 add names to lieutenant governor race

Lager, McKee seek state’s No. 2 office.

Columbia Daily Tribune - Associated Press
Tuesday, November 15, 2011

JEFFERSON CITY (AP) — A northwest Missouri senator and St. Louis businessman both jumped into the lieutenant governor’s race yesterday, moving quickly to take advantage of an opening after the Republican front-runner abruptly quit the race a few days ago.

State Sen. Brad Lager and businessman Chris McKee both pledged to focus on job creation as they campaign for Missouri’s No. 2 executive.

Their candidacy declarations came after Republican House Speaker Steve Tilley of Perryville — who had amassed a $1.5 million campaign account — announced last week he was dropping out of the lieutenant governor’s contest. Tilley, who is going through a divorce, said he wanted to spend more time with his two teenage daughters.

The incumbent, Republican Lt. Gov. Peter Kinder, has said he will not seek re-election and is instead expected to soon announce a challenge to Democratic Gov. Jay Nixon in the 2012 elections.

Two Democrats already are in the lieutenant governor’s race — state Democratic Party Chairwoman and former state Auditor Susan Montee and state conservation Commissioner Becky Plattner, neither of whom has raised much money yet. After Tilley’s announcement, Montee said she was working with Democratic Party officials to find a new leader for the party so she could focus more attention on the lieutenant governor’s race.

Lager, 36, of Savannah is in the middle of his second four-year term in the Senate, where he is chairman of the Committee for Commerce, Consumer Protection, Energy and the Environment. He previously served four years in the state House, including part of that time as the Budget Committee chairman, and also was on the Maryville City Council. He ran for state treasurer in 2008, losing to Democrat Clint Zweifel in a close contest.

Lager told The Associated Press yesterday he had previously ruled out a rematch against Zweifel but had been considering running for lieutenant governor even before Tilley got out of the race.

In Missouri, the lieutenant governor is the presiding officer of the Senate, a member of state boards that award tax breaks for developments and the state’s official advocate for senior citizens.

McKee is the president of the development firm Optimus LLC and is the son of prominent St. Louis-area developer Paul McKee, who has been amassing large swaths of land in economically distressed north St. Louis — with the aid of state tax credits — as part of a long-range plan to redevelop the area.

As Lager and McKee entered the race, several other Republicans who had considered running opted against it. 

State Sen. Ron Richard, R-Joplin, Senate President Pro Tem Rob Mayer, R-Dexter, State Sen. Mike Kehoe, R-Jefferson City, and St. Louis attorney Ed Martin said they would not run for lieutenant governor.

Capitol Report - Helping Missouri’s Seniors
Linn County Leader - By Brad Lager
Posted Nov 15, 2011 @ 03:00 PM

Linn County, Mo. — As a civilized society, we commit ourselves to helping the most vulnerable in our society who cannot help themselves.  In some cases, these individuals are senior citizens who have worked for decades to provide for their families and help build the communities in which they live.  They have endured the challenges of our nation while developing a sense of pride that comes from a lifetime of accomplishments.  As they have reached their golden years, economic pressures make it difficult for them to meet their most basic needs.

Many decades ago, Missouri’s General Assembly made a commitment to the current and future seniors of our state to provide modest assistance to those in need.  One of these programs, Missouri’s pharmacy assistance program, was created to provide prescription drug assistance in conjunction with the federal Medicare Part D Program.  More than 200,000 low-income seniors and disabled Missourians benefit from this program at a cost of approximately $20 million.  Although it was set to expire this year, legislation was passed during the regular session to extend the program for three more years.  This extension will allow us the opportunity to know the fate of the federal healthcare bill.  If the federal healthcare legislation is fully implemented, new federal programs may eliminate the need for this program at the state level.  If it is not implemented or only partially implemented, it may require a modification of our state program.  Regardless of the final outcome, the three year extension provides us the flexibility to take the steps necessary to ensure those in our state with the greatest needs have the help they need.

We owe a lot to those Missourians who have built our communities and paved the way for the life we enjoy today.  They have endured many challenges throughout their lives, and I believe we, as a society, must do what we can to help them.  With responsible public policy, we can ensure that our seniors enjoy their golden years and the greatest quality of life possible.

Two, including son of developer Paul McKee, enter race for Missouri lt. gov
St. Louis Post-Dispatch - BY JAKE WAGMAN and TIM LOGAN 
Posted: Tuesday, November 15, 2011 12:05 am 

ST. LOUIS • Developer Paul McKee has already been widely criticized for exerting too much control over Jefferson City.

Come next November, he could gain an even stronger connection to the state Capitol. McKee's youngest son, Chris, who also is a developer, is running for lieutenant governor as a Republican, he announced Monday.

Another Republican — state Sen. Brad Lager, a vocal critic of tax credit legislation pushed by Paul McKee and others — also entered the race Monday, setting up an intriguing rivalry in the GOP primary. Even more Republicans may join the race in the wake of the unexpected exit of state House Speaker Steve Tilley, who was the party's consensus choice for lieutenant governor.

"Missouri needs a pro-jobs administration in Jefferson City," Chris McKee said in a release Monday. "In this economic climate we need officials who understand job creation so we can start to move Missouri forward again, and I am qualified to do that."

McKee, of Frontenac, would almost certainly have to put his own money into the race to gain credibility as a novice candidate. His candidacy may reflect frustration among business people at the inability of state lawmakers to advance legislation in a special session last month that was seen as key to the region's economic development.

One prominent corporate leader recently bemoaned the state's political leadership as "dysfunctional" and decried continued financial support for their re-election campaigns as "the dumbest thing I can think of."

Still, McKee may have a hard time convincing voters that he would not be simply a proxy for his father, who has a stake in almost every major discussion in the Legislature, from the failed China hub deal to redevelopment tax credits.

Chris McKee is president of O'Fallon, Mo.-based Optimus LLC, which helped restore the Peabody Opera House, formerly the Kiel. His father's company is McEagle; his older brother runs the construction firm Paric.

Lager, of northwestern Missouri, is an opponent of some of the special-session proposals championed by the older McKee.

"Missourians are tired of self-interested politicians beholden to special interests getting in the way of good government," Lager said in a statement.

It's no surprise that Lager, who ran unsuccessfully for state treasurer in 2008, is running again for statewide office. He has about $70,000 in his campaign account and, after his second term in the Senate comes to an end, will be barred by term limits from re-election.

At least two of Lager's Senate colleagues - Eric Schmitt of Glendale and Rob Mayer of Dexter - are also weighing the race for the state's No 2 office.

Whoever wins the GOP nomination in the August primary may face a familiar foe in the general election: former state Auditor Susan Montee, chairwoman of the Missouri Democratic Party.

On Friday, Montee announced plans to step down from the helm of the party to focus on her bid for lieutenant governor.

Tilley, after collecting $1.5 million for his campaign, abruptly dropped his bid for lieutenant governor Thursday, citing a desire to spend more time with his teenage daughters.

Schoeller endorsed by dozens of House Republicans

Politicmo - By Eli Yokley

November 15, 2011 

— State Rep. Shane Schoeller announced support from 65 fellow House Republicans for his bid for Secretary of State.

Schoeller, who is currently serving as House Speaker Pro Tem, announced support from Speaker-elect Timothy Jones as one of the endorsements.

“Conservatives across the state are fed up with the way Robin Carnahan and her liberal friends have mishandled the Missouri Secretary of State’s office,” said House Speaker-elect Timothy Jones. “Shane Schoeller is a true conservative leader and what we need in the Secretary of State’s office protecting our elections and standing up for Missouri jobs.”

The list included other prominent lawmakers including Eric Burlison, Scott Dieckhaus, and Paul Curtman.

“I am humbled by the overwhelming support I have received from my fellow conservative Republicans, who have seen me working tirelessly to defend our conservative values,” Schoeller said in a statement.

Schoeller is challenging State Sen. Bill Stouffer and Scott Rupp for the Republican nomination.

THE ENTIRE LIST, per release:

Craig Redmon (District 1)
Mike Thomson (District 4)
Lindell Shumake (District 6)
Delus Johnson (District 28)
Galen Higdon (District 29)
Ron Schieber (District 32)
Myron Neth (District 34)
T.J. Berry (District 35)
Jeff Grisamore (District 47)
Gary Cross (District 48)
Noel Torpey (District 52)
Brent Lasater (District 53)
Jeanie Lauer (District 54)
Sheila Solon (District 55)
Don Phillips (District 62)
David Sater (District 68)
Cloria Brown (District 85)
Cole McNary (District 86)
Andrew Koenig (District 88)
Timothy Jones (District 89)
John McCaherty (District 90)
Sue Allen (District 92)
Rick Stream (District 94)
Mike Leara (District 95)
Dave Hinson (District 98)
Bart Korman (District 99)
Marsha Haefner (District 100)
Paul Wieland (District 102)
Paul Curtman (District 105)
Scott Dieckhaus (District 109)
Dave Schatz (District 111)
Mike Bernskoetter (District 113)
Jay Barnes (District 114)
Sandy Crawford (District 119)
Scott Largent (District 120)
Denny Hoskins (District 121)
Chris Molendorp (District 123)
Rick Brattin (District 124)
Barney Fisher (District 125)
Mike Kelley (District 126)
Tom Flanigan (District 127)
Charlie Davis (District 128)
Bill White (District 129)
Bill Reiboldt (District 130)
Bill Lant (District 131)
Don Ruzicka (District 132)
Sue Entlicher (District 133)
Eric Burlison (District 136)
Melissa Leach (District 137)
Kevin Elmer (District 141)
Ray Weter (District 142)
Lyle Rowland (District 143)
Tony Dugger (District 144)
Lyndall Fraker (District 145)
Darrell Pollock (District 146)
Don Wells (District 147)
Keith Frederick (District 149)
Jason Smith (District 150)
Paul Fitzwater (District 152)
Steve Cookson (District 153)
Todd Richardson (District 154)
Diane Franklin (District 155)
Shelley Keeney (District 156)
Donna Lichtenegger (District 157)
Wayne Wallingford (District 158)

Lager, McKee officially announce bids for lieutenant governor        

By Jo Mannies, Beacon political reporter, and Jason Rosenbaum
Updated 9:52 pm Mon., 11.14.11  

State Sen. Brad Lager, R-Savannah, formally announced this afternoon that he's running for lieutenant governor. His announcement comes just days after he said he was pondering the idea -- and just hours after state Sen. Eric Schmitt, R-Glendale, said he was as well.

Their interest stems from last week's decision by state House Speaker Steve Tilley, R-Perryville, to drop out.

Later Monday, businessman Chris McKee -- son of developere Paul McKee, who has been buying up large tracts of land in St. Louis for redevelopment -- also jumped in.

Lager (right) said in a release that his candidacy would be based on "bold leadership focused on job creation, smaller government and restrained spending."

"Missourians are tired of self-interested politicians beholden to special interests getting in the way of good government," he said. "My solemn promise to the people of Missouri if elected lieutenant governor is to continue to do everything in my power to create an environment where job creators can create jobs by reducing regulation, cutting spending and getting government off the backs of Missourians and out of the way."

"As a small business owner, I understand that every dollar that government taxes and spends would be better spent by small businesses, innovators and entrepreneurs to fuel our economy and create jobs," said Lager.

Lager chairs the Senate Commerce Committee, notes that he was the Senate sponsor of a bill last session that sought to make it more difficult for employees to sue their employers. Gov. Jay Nixon vetoed the measure, saying it unfairly discrimiinated against workers who were disabled, old or a minority.

Lager said the bill "would have reduced the number of frivolous lawsuits."

Lager is launching his second bid for statewide office. He ran for state treasurer in 2008, losing to Democrat Clint Zweifel.

According to his latest campaign finance report, Lager has $71,296.00 of cash on hand. That’s far less than the nearly $1.5 million that Tilley had in the bank before he dropped out.

It’s also less money in the bank than Schmitt, who as of his last report had $336,297.09 of cash on hand.

However, Lager showed to be a prolific fundraising during the 2010 election cycle. He ended up donating sizable amounts of money to other Republican candidates.

Former state auditor Susan Montee and state Conservation Commissioner Becky Plattner are running as Democrats for the office. Mike Carter – an attorney who ran for the office in 2008 as a Democrat – also has announced his candidacy, although he says that in 2012 he will run as a Republican

Lager said his campaign's proposals will include:

"Enhancing Missouri’s business climate so that we can compete in attracting job creators

"Fundamentally reexamining Missouri’s tax code to make it flatter and more fair so that Missouri can compete with other states in keeping and attracting jobs."

"Dismantling Obamacare, cap-and-trade and other excessive regulatory initiatives currently being implemented in Missouri by the Nixon administration."

Lager, by the way, sits on the Senate panel that currently is holding hearings around the state as to whether Missouri should set up a health insurance exchange, which would allow people and small businesses to purchase insurance by comparing policies, or whether the state should opt not to do so. If that occurs, the federal government plans to set up exchanges in Missouri and other dissident states.

Lager represents 16 counties throughout northwest Missouri.  He began his political career in 2001 as a member of the Maryville, Mo., City Council.  He served in the state House from 2005-2007. He has been in the state Senate since 2007. Lager was born in Maryville, but currently lives with his family near Savannah, Mo.

McKee cites private sector experience

As for McKee, he contended that he would advance "a pro-jobs administration.''  McKee added that he is qualified because -- although he has never held elective office -- he understands job creation.

McKee, 43, said in a release late Monday that he could provide "steadfast leadership that will work with lawmakers and advocate for much needed jobs legislation that will put Missourians back to work."

He said he will make a formal announcement within the next two weeks.

A graduate of Washington and Vanderbilt universities, McKee is president of Optimus, where he "is responsible for the generation of new build-to-suit construction, leasing and development opportunities."

McKee and his family reside in St. Louis County. 

Later, in response to a query from the Beacon, McKee offered up an explanation for his reason to run for statewide office: "The state of Missouri has seen unprecedented job loss and unemployment in the last 4 years. I am running because I believe I can use my extensive private sector, job creation experience to help Missourians get back to work."

Lager, McKee enter Mo. lieutenant governor's race 

KSDK - Written by Kristen Gosling 
8:58 AM, Nov 15, 2011    

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) - Two Republicans have jumped into Missouri's lieutenant governor's race. 

State Sen. Brad Lager, of Savannah, and St. Louis businessman Chris McKee both declared their candidacies Monday for Missouri's number two executive. 

Their actions come after Republican House Speaker Steven Tilley, of Perryville, announced last week he was dropping out of the lieutenant governor's race to spend more time with his teenage daughters. Tilley had amassed $1.5 million was considered a frontrunner. 

The incumbent, Republican Lt. Gov. Peter Kinder, is not seeking re-election and is instead expected to challenge Democratic Gov. Jay Nixon in the 2012 elections. 

Two Democrats already are in the lieutenant governor's race - state party chairwoman Susan Montee and state conservation commissioner Becky Plattner.

Associated Press 

Lager among three Republicans to file for Lt. Gov. race 

Missouri News Horizon - By Tim Sampson 
Posted: Tuesday, November 15, 2011 8:32 am | Updated: 8:58 am, Tue Nov 15, 2011. 

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. - The 2012 race for lieutenant governor has sprung to life with a trio of conservative candidates jumping into the race just days after the abrupt exit of the previously favored Republican candidate.

On Monday, State Sen. Brad Lager, St. Louis businessman Chris McKee, and St. Charles attorney Michael Carter all declared their intentions to seek the Republican nomination for the second highest statewide office next year.

Lager, who has served in the general assembly since 2001, announced his candidacy late Monday afternoon from his hometown of Savannah.

"Missourians are tired of self interested politicians beholden to special interests getting in the way of good government," Lager said in a written statement announcing his campaign.

With a similar sentiment, McKee, the president of Optimus in St. Louis, flaunted his own pro-business credentials as a potential asset. A native of Missouri, he said the state capitol needs more leaders with business experience.

"Missouri needs a pro-jobs administration in Jefferson City. In this economic climate we need officials who understand job creation so we can start to move Missouri forward again," McKee said.

Meanwhile, a third candidate from the St. Charles-area stressed his reputation as an "independent-minded" Republican. Carter is a real-estate attorney and former municipal judge who now directs the St. Louis Board of Realtors. He cited past support for presidential candidates like Ron Paul and Ross Perot as an example of his willingness to break with party orthodoxy.

Their announcements come less than a week after Missouri House Speaker Steve Tilley, R-Perryville, who recently announced he was divorcing his wife, dropped out of the race to spend more time with his family.

Before dropping out of the race, Tilley had amassed more than $1.5 million in campaign funds and was considered the likely nominee due to his stature in the state legislature.

All three candidates seek to replace current Lt. Gov. Peter Kinder, who has decided not to seek a forth term. Kinder is rumored to mulling over a run as a GOP contender for governor next year, but has yet to launch a formal campaign. Kinder has been hampered by a string of scandals and gaffes in recent months, including a travel scandal that forced the lieutenant governor to pay more than $50,000 out-of-pocket to the state for hotel stays that were improperly charged to taxpayers.

Blunt backs increasing income tax base

Missouri News Horizon - Posted by: Tim Sampson
November 16, 2011 

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. – Missouri Sen. Roy Blunt, a Republican who typically stands in fierce opposition of federal tax increases, told reporters last week that he would be open to expanding the federal income tax base to include more citizens.

As the Congressional “Super Committee” on deficit reduction nears it’s deadline for presenting recommendations on how to stabilized the federal budget, Blunt said he would not oppose requiring more Americans to pay a federal income tax.

Under current federal law, nearly half of all U.S. residents don’t pay federal income taxes because they don’t make enough money. However, these individuals still pay payroll, sales and other taxes.

Blunt said that requiring a more citizens to pay taxes would give them more interest in the system and in making reforms.

“My view is that we have been mistaken in moving people totally off the income tax roll,” Blunt said during a conference call with reporters last week. “What you pay in income tax might not be very much, but suddenly you’re in the income tax system.”

The Super Committee is far from a final proposal, but Blunt said increasing the income tax base was not likely to be among their recommendations.

No matter how it decides, health care ruling will be landmark Supreme Court decision 

By William H. Freivogel, special to the Beacon    
Posted 10:22 am Tue., 11.15.11 

The debate about the power of the federal government is as old as the nation.

It began with the Articles of Confederation and its weak central government. It continued with arguments between Alexander Hamilton and Thomas Jefferson and a bitter fight over the creation of the Bank of the United States. It boiled over in the war against slavery and, later, the states' rights to deny equality to African-Americans. It again divided the country over the New Deal's power to take strong national action to end the Great Depression.

The U.S. Supreme Court announced on Monday its intention to write the next chapter of this national story, after it parses five and one-half hours of legal arguments this spring on the constitutionality of the Affordable Care Act, the controversial health-care law championed by President Barack Obama.

The case the Supreme Court is taking comes originally from Florida, but 25 other states have joined the lawsuit.

It is possible the court could decide almost nothing. One threshold question it agreed to spend 60 minutes hearing is whether it was premature to challenge the individual mandate, which requires everyone to purchase health care or pay a penalty. A law, called the Tax Anti-Injunction Act, says a person can't challenge a tax until he or she pays it and that wouldn't occur until 2015.

But Alan Howard, a constitutional law professor at Saint Louis University law school, doesn't expect such an anti-climactic result. "If at least five justices (and certainly if more than five) can agree on the constitutionality or unconstitutionality of the individual mandate provision, then I think they will reach the merits and not punt on ripeness grounds," he wrote in an email.

The court set aside two hours to decide whether Congress had either the commerce power or taxing power to impose the individual mandate. If the court finds the individual mandate unconstitutional, it could do what the federal appeals court in Atlanta did, and throw out the mandate while leaving the rest of the law intact -- a result with big practical problems because just about everyone acknowledges the mandate is necessary to make the law work.

For that reason, the court has set aside 90 minutes to address whether the entire law should be thrown out if the individual mandate falls. And, finally, it has set aside another 60 minutes to consider whether Congress, as part of its almost limitless spending power, can require states receiving more Medicaid money to expand health-care coverage for the poor in prescribed ways.

That opens up the prospect that the Roberts Court could go so far as to announce in effect a constitutional counter-revolution by throwing out the entire law and deciding that Congress does not have powers it has flexed since at least the beginning of the New Deal.

The smart money -- if constitutional scholars are the judge of smart money -- is that the court will adhere to at least 80 years of precedent and find that Congress' commerce power includes the power to regulate one-fifth of the national economy. Chief Justice John Roberts emphasized his respect for precedent in his confirmation hearings, so a decision voiding the entire law and reinterpreting congressional power would appear to be at odds with his promised intentions.

Bruce La Pierre, professor at Washington University Law School, predicted in an email that "the court will uphold the individual mandate as a valid exercise of the commerce power." But he added a warning. "The real action is the Medicaid component of the ACA," he said. "Any decision to limit Congress' power to attach conditions to the expenditure of national funds would go to the heart of our federal system."

Political implications of court's verdict

Whichever course it takes, the court's decision will be announced around July 1, smack in the middle of the next presidential election when the power of the federal government is likely to be a central issue.

If the Roberts Court enacts a counter-revolution in federal-state power relations, it could ignite a strong reaction from Obama's more liberal base. If, on the other hand, it upholds the law, Obama will see it as vindication, but opponents will likely view the election as even more important to ending Washington's domination.

"Whatever the Supreme Court decides," says Mike Wolff, former Missouri Supreme Court judge, "it would be terrible for the country if the vote is 5-4. Law requires some sense of consensus. A 5-4 vote would not be accepted as law. The losing side would perceive it as politics," he wrote in an email.

The five and one-half hours of oral argument that the court announced on Monday is the longest since consideration of the constitutionality of the Voting Rights Act almost half a century ago. That illustrates the importance that the court attaches to the issue, said David Roland, director of the libertarian Freedom Center of Missouri.

"By devoting more argument time to these questions than it has granted to any other issue in the modern era, I think the justices have demonstrated their awareness that any decision they render will have extraordinary implications for the future of the Republic," he said.

Roland added in an email, "The court has agreed to consider questions that go to the very foundation of our constitutional framework: Is there a limit to the power Congress can wield over the lives of individual citizens? Where Congress lacks the power to force states to follow a particular course of action, may it coerce the desired behaviors by threatening to withhold federal funding from states that fail to comply?"

Hours long, even days-long oral arguments were not uncommon in the 19th century, at the time of famous advocates such as Daniel Webster, said Howard. Webster was a leading lawyer in the six-day argument in 1819 over the constitutionality of the Bank of the United States (McCulloch vs. Maryland) and the five-day argument in 1824 over Congress' power to regulate interstate commerce (Gibbons vs. Ogden).

La Pierre said that Chief Justice Marshall's decisions 190 years ago in those two cases set the table for the current argument. Marshall said there are both judicial and political limits on national legislative power. And he predicted correctly in McCulloch, that "the question respecting the extent of the powers actually granted (to Congress) is perpetually arising, and will probably continue to arise, as long as our system shall exist."

In a famous passage from McCulloch, Marshall wrote: "Let the end be legitimate, let it be within the scope of the Constitution, and all means which are appropriate, which are plainly adapted to that end, which are not prohibited, but consist with the letter and spirit of the Constitution, are constitutional."

La Pierre pointed out that "the words 'appropriate,' 'plainly adapted' -- all invite judicial scrutiny." But La Pierre added that "although Marshall laid the groundwork for judicial review as a check on national power...he also laid the groundwork for understanding the limits of national power are primarily political."

Marshall said that political process was the primary check on Congress' Commerce power. He wrote in Gibbons: "The wisdom and discretion of Congress, their identity with the people and the influence which their constituents possess at elections, are....the sole restraints" on the Commerce power, which is "complete in itself, may be exercised to its utmost extent, and acknowledges no limitations other than are prescribed in the Constitution."

To La Pierre, "The big question in the case is whether....judicial activism will assert a role in superintending the boundaries of national and state power or whether the court will defer to the decisions of the political branches of government -- Congress and President Obama. Of course, deference to the political branches leaves open, as it should in a democracy -- the possibility that a new Congress and a new president would repeal or amend the Affordable Care Act."

La Pierre added, "I would like to think that a self-styled conservative court would defer to the political branches, but if there is to be intervention in the name of protecting the states' role in a federal system of government, my bet is that we would be starting down the road of the rather non-functional federation that is Europe."

Proposed hospital tax change could affect Mo. 

Joplin Globe – Anonymous From The Associated Press 
November 15, 2011 Tue Nov 15, 2011, 03:55 PM CST 

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. — Some of Missouri’s top elected officials and business leaders are urging Congress not to cap a special health care tax when cutting the federal budget.

A research arm of the Associated Industries of Missouri released a report Tuesday analyzing the effect of a federal proposal to reduce the tax rate that states can impose on hospitals in order to generate matching federal Medicaid money.

The report says Missouri could lose $2.4 billion of federal Medicaid money during the 2015 through 2018 fiscal years, if the proposal is adopted. The analysis was conducted for the business group by the University of Missouri.

Missouri’s entire congressional delegation, Gov. Jay Nixon and the leaders of the state Legislature also have signed statements urging Congress not to reduce the maximum hospital tax rates.

Interim Senate Committee Comes to Springfield Wednesday to Gather Public Comment on Establishing a Health Insurance Exchange

KSMU - By Missy Shelton 
November 15, 2011 - 7:41am

The federal healthcare law requires states to set up an exchange, a mechanism that’s been likened to discount travel aggregator Travelocity. Those who need health insurance could go to the exchange website, input personal information and find the most affordable option to meet their needs.

Republican Senator Scott Rupp (ROOP) is chairman of the Senate Interim Committee on Health Insurance Exchanges, which consists of Republicans and Democrats. He says his committee is researching whether Missouri should set up an exchange.

Rupp says, "The federal government said if the states do not complete one, or set one up by a certain time, then the federal government is going to do this for them. So, that's basically what we're looking at doing. Number 1, should we set up an exchange. Number 2, if that's something we want to do, what should it look like. Number 3, if we don't want to do it, what's the likelihood the federal government will do something that's completely against the views and the values of the people of Missouri."

Rupp sponsored the ballot measure that voters approved in August, 2010 rejecting the federal healthcare mandate. Now that he’s chairing the interim committee on health insurance exchanges, he says his job is to gather public input and decide how to proceed based on what people tell the committee they want. Any member of the public can attend the hearing held by Rupp’s interim committee tomorrow morning at 10 at the Springfield Area Chamber of Commerce.

Federally mandated wages cause concern about Joplin rebuilding projects

Lawmakers push to exempt projects in disaster recovery areas from mandated wages.

The Kansas City Star - By MIKE McGRAW and LAURA BAUER
Posted on Tue, Nov. 15, 2011 11:41 PM

JOPLIN, Mo. New, higher federally mandated construction wages could hobble this city’s recovery efforts, some state and local officials say.

Low-income housing, schools, hospitals, federal housing grants, roads and other taxpayer-funded projects could be subject to the higher wages — as much as 400 percent higher in some cases, according to local builders.

Lt. Gov. Peter Kinder and local legislators are especially concerned about millions of dollars in affordable housing proposed through the Missouri Housing Development Commission for this city of 50,000, devastated by the May 22 tornado. 

“If you jack up the cost of labor overnight by huge amounts by edict of the U.S. Department of Labor, you have to reduce the amount of qualified (affordable) housing you build,” Kinder said.

A number of builders have proposed housing commission projects here to help supply several of the estimated 560 affordable housing units needed in the wake of the tornado. Those projects are funded in part with federal tax credits, and the commission now requires payment of federally set prevailing wages on them.

But Kinder’s office said an early October revision of federal prevailing wages, which had not been changed for many years, caused a large increase. Local contractors say, for example, that the prevailing wage for a carpenter in Joplin increased from $7.98 an hour to $21.47 an hour, plus $12.65 in fringe benefits, for a total of $34.12 an hour.

U.S. Department of Labor officials were not available for comment on the increases.

Kinder, a Republican who sits on the housing commission’s governing board, says he will push to exempt the commission’s projects from the higher wage requirements.

“Our priority in Joplin must be to replace the homes that families lost in May, particularly homes for low-income families,” Kinder said.

In addition, Joplin area legislators say they are introducing a bill that would exempt other projects in disaster recovery areas such as Joplin from those government-mandated wage rates.

Union officials said that the higher wages attract more-qualified workers and that they will fight those efforts all the way to the White House, if they have to. 

Herb Johnson, secretary-treasurer of the Missouri State AFL-CIO, said his organization is “in total opposition” to efforts to suspend prevailing wages. “We believe it would require a change in state law” to make such changes, Johnson said. “And that isn’t going to happen.” 

Johnson said there would not have been such a big jump in prevailing wages for Joplin if local contractors had been accurately reporting their wages over the years. 

In the end, Kinder said, if the higher wage rates must be met, builders will have to cut back on the number or the size of affordable homes — or the efficiency rating of appliances they use.

“If poor people have to pay higher utility costs as a result of all this, it defeats the purpose of the program,” said one builder who asked not to be named because he didn’t want to hurt his chances of getting projects through the housing commission. Another builder said if the new prevailing wage rates stand, he will have to reduce from 50 to about 30 the number of low-income homes he can build.

Without exemptions those wage rates could also significantly increase the cost of rebuilding Joplin schools, its hospital and other taxpayer-funded facilities, said Rep. Charlie Davis, a Webb City Republican. That’s why Davis said he is introducing legislation to “exempt counties that are disaster areas” from paying the prevailing wages.

As it stands now, Davis said, the schools alone will need an additional $35 million — over and above insurance settlements and other income — to rebuild. Higher mandated construction wages would inflate those costs even further, he said.

Joplin school Superintendent C.J. Huff said Tuesday that the district always bids new school construction in accordance with prevailing wage laws but added that “we are not sure of the impact” of any increase in prevailing wages.

The district plans to start rebuilding four of the schools it lost to the tornado early next year.

Huff confirmed that, although the district was insured, money coming from insurance and from the Federal Emergency Management Agency won’t cover rebuilding costs. But, he added, “We were busting at the seams.”

The wage increases will mean a lower profit or lower quality or both,” said Rep. Bill White, a Joplin Republican who also is pushing a bill to allow exemptions in disaster recovery areas. White said he also fears that without the exemption, “we won’t have the money to build those schools back.”

President George W. Bush used his emergency authority to suspend federal prevailing wages in New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina in an effort to expedite that city’s rebuilding effort, and labor leaders at the time portrayed the decision as nothing more than union busting. 

Prevailing wages were later reinstated, said Charles Sampson, an associate professor at the University of Missouri’s Truman School of Public Affairs. 

He said federal prevailing wage laws, which affect projects with more than $2,000 in federal contributions, have been around for more than 100 years and have long been a political bone of contention.

To reach Mike McGraw, call 816-234-4423 or send email to mmcgraw@kcstar.com.To reach Laura Bauer, call 816-234-4944 or send email to lbauer@kcstar.com.

Congress seems frozen as climate-change evidence accumulates      

By Robert Koenig, Beacon Washington correspondent     
Posted 10:40 am Tue., 11.15.11  

WASHINGTON - When physicist Richard A. Muller reported last month that global temperatures had warmed since the 1950s, his finding was met with a collective yawn among mainstream climate scientists who had reached the same conclusion years before.

But Muller's study made waves in the media because he had been a prominent climate-change skeptic, partly funded by a foundation linked to global-warming deniers, and his research focused on skeptics' objections to previous studies of warming.

Those waves had little impact on Capitol Hill, however. For the 112th Congress is awash in climate-change skepticism -- in some cases, outright denial. Even though some other nations have taken action, Congress has blocked significant U.S. action to slow the greenhouse gas emissions that most experts believe hasten the process of climate change.

"We are the single country in the world that is supposed to be scientific and technically adept, but has a major movement that denies" climate change, said Peter Raven, president emeritus of the Missouri Botanical Garden and an internationally known botanist.

Raven, a former president of the American Association for the Advancement of Science, a recipient of the National Medal of Science and a member of the National Academy of Sciences, believes the scientific evidence for global climate change is "overwhelming."

He served on a National Research Council panel that warned earlier this year -- in the final report of the America's Climate Choices project -- that every ton of greenhouse gases emitted into the atmosphere intensifies the risks related to climate change. The report called for more action to try to limit the extent of climate change and prepare to adapt to its impacts.

"The conclusion of the scientific community is clearly that the climate is changing rapidly -- not only in temperature but in other ways as well -- and that human beings are the major factor driving it," Raven told the Beacon.

But that conclusion appears to have little impact in the current Congress, especially in the U.S. House. There, leaders of the Energy and Commerce Committee have mounted a campaign this year to block or roll back several Environmental Protection Agency regulations on emissions -- some of which exacerbate climate change. While the House has passed several bills to stop such EPA rules, the Senate so far has blocked them.

While he says that intelligent people can disagree on what steps should be taken to slow global warming, Raven worries that "if we make those [issues] political footballs, we would be fostering a kind of anti-science or even anti-intellectual attitude that will make it very difficult for us to be world leaders in science and technology."

Some lawmakers in Washington agree with him. U.S. Rep. Henry Waxman, D-Ca., the top Democrat (and former chairman) on the Energy and Commerce Committee, told the Center for American Progress: "I have never been in a Congress where there was such an overwhelming disconnect between science and policy."

GOP skeptics block emissions initiatives

Even if they acknowledge that some studies show a gradual warming trend, many Republicans on Capitol Hill say they are not convinced that human activities such as power-plant emissions are primarily responsible for the warming. And they argue that the some efforts to slow the warming -- such as the proposed "cap and trade" bill that Waxman championed but died in the last Congress -- would hurt the U.S. economy by raising energy prices at a time of economic troubles.

Among those skeptics is U.S. Rep. John Shimkus, R-Collinsville, a harsh critic of EPA rules who chairs the Energy and Commerce panel's economy and environment subcommittee. At a 2009 hearing on adapting to climate change, Shimkus quoted Bible verses in which God told Noah that the Earth would not be destroyed by flood.

Last fall, Shimkus reiterated to Politico that he relied on Scripture, but qualified his stance by saying he had become convinced during a trip to Greenland -- where ice is melting from many coastal areas -- that "the climate is changing." He added, however: "The question is more about the costs and benefits and trying to spend taxpayer dollars on something that you cannot stop versus the changes that have been occurring forever."

Others on Capitol Hill go so far as to question the scientific evidence. The list includes Sen. James Inhofe, R-Okla. -- who has called the notion of climate change "a hoax" and claimed that the science "has been pretty well debunked" -- and Science Committee vice chair Rep. James Sensenbrenner, R-Wis., who denounced as "scientific facism" reports of data manipulation in a report by a climate change panel. The chair of the science panel's oversight subcommittee, Rep. Paul Broun, R-Ga., once alleged that global warming was "one of the greatest hoaxes perpetrated out of the scientific community."

Among the Republican contenders for the 2012 presidential nomination, only Jon Huntsman has explicitly defended climate science and accused some Republicans of being "anti-science" in their comments. Asked by the moderator of a September debate to name which presidential contenders are anti-science, Huntsman declined to be specific but said he worried about politicians who question climate change.

"When you make comments that fly in the face of what 98 out of 100 climate scientists have said ... all I'm saying is that in order for the Republican Party to win, we can't run from science," Huntsman said.

When candidate Mitt Romney was governor of Massachusetts, he helped lead talks on a pact to control emissions, but he pulled out of those talks late in 2005 and has since back-tracked in his position. Meanwhile, Texas Gov. Rick Perry, a climate-change skeptic, argued at the September debate that "the science is not settled on this."

Views on climate change vary widely in Missouri and Illinois

In the bi-state region, the most outspoken supporter of legislation and regulatory moves to address climate change is Sen. Dick Durbin, D-Ill., the Senate's second-ranking Democrat. Calling climate change "one of the most significant environmental crises we face," he has supported efforts to update the Clean Air Act to strengthen standards for air pollutants and advocated of mandatory fuel efficiency standards for vehicles.

At a Senate hearing in August, Durbin expressed concerns about the possible signs of a changing climate -- including melting glaciers, rising sea levels and extreme weather events -- and worried that "we've stopped talking about this on Capitol Hill. We've decided that the debate over global warming is too contentious. I think it's a big mistake."

But many other lawmakers on Capitol Hill still question the link between human activity -- in particular, carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions from power plants -- and climate change. "I think there is always climate change," Sen. Roy Blunt, R-Mo., said last week in response to a Beacon question. "I don't know exactly how much man-made impact [there] is."

Blunt -- one of 41 senators (the only one from Missouri and Illinois) to vote this month for an unsuccessful resolution, sponsored by Sen. Rand Paul, R-Ky., to block new controls on power plant pollution that blows downwind into other states -- told reporters that some EPA rules on CO2 might prove to be counterproductive.

"If you accept the idea that it's a good policy to minimize CO2, you have to have policies that minimize CO2 globally, not just in the U.S." Blunt said. "And if foolish policies in the U.S. create more CO2 in other places than we eliminate here, you have actually had the reverse impact on the environment than you were trying to have."

While Sen. Claire McCaskill, D-Mo., has defended clean-air regulations, she opposed the "cap-and-trade" legislation that died in the last Congress. McCaskill told the Beacon that she does not question the science of global climate change but did not think the cap and trade approach was the right solution.

"There were a lot of things about [the cap-and-trade legislation] that were wrong, and it was particularly wrong for Missouri," McCaskill said. "I believe in the science of climate change. But I work for folks in a state that, through no fault of their own, is 85 percent coal dependent. So these decisions have huge impacts on families who live on fixed incomes, working families and small businesses."

McCaskill added: "It may be out of fashion, but I really believe in science. I think our country has really been the strongest in the world" in science. "Because we have really supported scientific research and have revered our scientific community."

Sen. Mark Kirk, R-Ill., voted for the cap-and-trade legislation when he was a U.S. House member representing a suburban Chicago district. But after he was elected to the Senate last year in a state that includes coal-mining regions, Kirk backtracked on the issue. He told reporters that opponents of the bill sent him "a stronger reaction than I've ever seen before." He told journalists that his vote was for the "narrow interests" of his congressional district, and said he would vote differently as a senator.

In Missouri's U.S. House delegation, positions on climate change tend to run along party lines, with Democrats defending EPA regulations and Republicans skeptical about the impact of human activities on the climate.

"Many of our veteran [House] members, but also a large number of the new Republican members, have taken some very anti-science positions and really tried to politicize science for an ideological agenda," said Rep. Russ Carnahan, D-St. Louis, who served for several years on the Science Committee.

On the attacks against EPA air pollution regulations, Carnahan said: "You have to wonder what planet some of these people come from, when they are trying to turn back the clock on what had been the result of common sense and bipartisan measures in the past that have been really important."

Evidence mounts on climate change, links to human activities

As the political stalemate continues on Capitol Hill, mainstream scientists say the evidence continues to mount that the global climate is changing and that human activity is influencing that change.

This spring's NRC report, reexamining available data, reiterated that scientific evidence points to human activities -- particularly the release of carbon dioxide (CO2) and other greenhouse gases into the atmosphere -- as the most likely cause for most of the global warming that has occurred in recent decades. The report found that the warming trend cannot be adequately explained by natural factors (such as cyclical trends or changes in energy from the sun), and predicts that climate change will impact human and natural systems. It called for a coordinated U.S. response to climate change.

"America's response to climate change is ultimately about making choices in the face of risk," said the NRC panel's vice chair, William L. Chameides, dean of the Nicholas School of the Environment at Duke University, in a statement.

Meanwhile, the report by Muller -- a physicist at the University of California, Berkeley, and Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory -- found that land temperatures are at least 1 degree Celsius (1.8 degrees Fahrenheit) warmer than in the 1950s.

Muller heads the Berkeley Earth Surface Temperature Project, whose scientists reached that conclusion after analyzing 1.6 billion measurements from 39,000 temperature stations around the world.

That is similar to findings by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and NASA, and in generally in line with what most climate scientists have found in recent decades. What is remarkable is that a quarter of the $600,000 that paid for the Muller group's research came from the Charles Koch Foundation, which was founded by one of the conservative Koch brothers (Charles and David) who has been major funders of global warming skeptic groups, as well as the tea party.

Muller said his research took into account two major objections by skeptics of previous global-warming reports; questions about the reliability of weather station data, as well as concerns that the "heat islands" of big cities tend to skew temperature analyses. But Muller told the Associated Press that, even the skeptics had valid points, "now we have confidence that the temperature rise that had previously been reported had been done without bias."

NOAA's most recent Annual Greenhouse Gas Index, which was released this month, shows a continued upward trend in such emissions. The index measures the direct climate influence of many greenhouse gases, such as CO2 and methane.

The index reached 1.29 last year, meaning that the combined heating effect of long-lived greenhouse gases (which were added to the atmosphere by human activities) has increased by 29 percent since the base year of 1990. The previous year (2009), the index reported that the combined heating effect of those additional greenhouse gases was 27 percent higher than in 1990. 

"The increasing amounts of long-lived greenhouse gases in our atmosphere indicate that climate change is an issue society will be dealing with for a long time," said Jim Butler, director of the Global Monitoring Division of NOAA's Earth System Research Laboratory, in a statement.

In an interview, Raven said, "Global warming is not a matter of believing or not believing. ... It's the conclusion reached by the world's scientific community, studying the basic facts and relationships involved in the situation, publishing them in peer-reviewed literature, having them reviewed thousands of times.

"That's not something that you can simply do away with by having a talk-show host say, 'Oh, that's a bunch of malarkey.' "

There remain scientists skeptical about the impact of greenhouse gas emissions on global climate change, but Obama’s top science adviser, John Holdren, said the overwhelming consensus is that there is an impact.

"This is not the view of a few isolated scientists, this is the overwhelming view of scientists who study this matter around the world,” Holdren told the House Science committee. "There are always skeptics, there are always heretics. That’s in the nature of science."

He added that "public policy, in my judgment, should be based on the mainstream view because to base it otherwise is to risk the well-being of the public against very long odds."

Prospects for future action

So far, the Senate, which is controlled by Democrats, has blocked most efforts to roll back clean air laws and other EPA initiatives to limit the impact of U.S. emissions on climate change. However, the Senate dropped cap-and-trade in the last Congress, and prospects for a return to that approach appear slim.

There have been a few hopeful signs, climate and environment groups say, but mostly emanating from the White House. Last week, President Barack Obama put off a difficult decision on the Keystone XL oil pipeline, which climate groups fear would encourage further development of Canada's vast oil-sands resources and thereby release huge amounts of CO2 into the atmosphere. Supporters of the pipeline extension argue that the oil sands would be exploited either way, and the U.S. would benefit from the pipeline.

"Our movement spoke loudly about climate change and the president responded," wrote Vermont author Bill McKibben, co-founder of an anti-Keystone XL group called 350.org. Its name refers to the goal of reducing the amount of CO2 in the atmosphere from today's 392 parts per million to below 350 ppm.

"There have been few even partial victories about global warming in recent years so that makes this an important day," McKibben wrote.

In another development, Australia's Senate -- capping a debate that had lasted more than a decade -- voted last week to approve a package of carbon-tax laws dubbed "Clean Energy Future." The nation's Finance Minister, Penny Wong, said, "We accept the need to act [on climate change], and . . . we accept the science and the advice that putting a price on carbon is the best way to reduce emissions."

Raven said Australia's action is "really great. Their emissions per capita are about the same as ours, world leaders, so it's a significant step."

But prospects for major climate-change legislation in the 112th Congress appear to be dim, lawmakers say, and -- depending on next fall's election results -- the following Congress could be even more reluctant to address the issue.

In a speech this spring, Waxman said the Republican House majority has considerable power in revising laws, "but they do not have the power to rewrite the laws of nature. Republicans in Congress can't cure cancer by passing a bill that declares smoking safe. And they can't stop climate change by declaring it a hoax."

The hope of many scientists, environmentalists and climate-change activists is that the evidence of a changing climate might eventually have an impact on policy makers.

"I hope that those in Congress and elsewhere who are making these arguments would stop to think about what science is really telling us," Raven said. "And, again, I want to keep stressing this: They are completely free to draw any conclusions they want, on economic, political and other grounds, about what to do about it. But you don't have to destroy the objective base of what's known to do that."

Even if international action were taken immediately, scientists warn that global warming will lead to significant changes, with ocean levels rising significantly and many cold-weather habitats would be eliminated within decades.
Climate change "is going so fast that we have to do something about it," Raven said. "Even if we stopped emitting all greenhouse gases now, it would go on warming for a few decades, just on the basis of the equilibration of what's already there.

He added: "The longer we don't deal with that, the worse it gets."

Blunt files amendments aimed at Lake of the Ozarks situation

Missouri News Horizon - Posted by: Dick Aldrich 
November 16, 2011

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. — Sen. Roy Blunt is filing more legislation aimed at limiting the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission’s power to limit private construction at the Lake of the Ozarks.

Tuesday, Blunt placed two amendments on a House appropriations bill. One would direct Ameren Missouri to redraw the current boundaries of the lake to reflect water levels of the past 80 years. The new legislation would also limit FERC’s ability to reject property owner requests as long as power generation is maintained.

“This situation is ridiculous, and the people who call the Lake their home deserve a solution now – not next year,” Blunt said. “That’s why this amendment would help protect current landowners from having their homes removed, and ensure that Ameren takes the proper steps to protect privately-held land from government infringement.”

The second amendment would mandate FERC to take private land ownership into consideration when declaring project purposes. Currently, FERC can only recognize public recreational use of land within its project boundaries, but not private ownership.

“It’s outlandish that FERC places more value on protecting public recreation use of land over private ownership,” said Blunt. “My amendment would ensure that private landowners are protected now and moving forward.”

Both amendments will be included in the Energy and Water appropriations bills in the Senate’s version of the federal budget.

Sen. Claire McCaskill is co-sponsoring both amendments.

Mike Huckabee visits Hannibal-LaGrange University 

KHQA - Rajah Maples 
Posted: 11.15.2011 at 9:21 PM 

HANNIBAL, MO. -- Former Arkansas governor Mike Huckabee served as keynote speaker at Hannibal-LaGrange University's 70th annual booster banquet Tuesday night.

Almost a thousand people turned out for the fund-raiser.

Huckabee now hosts the number one rated weekend show, "Huckabee" on the Fox News Channel and the "Huckabee Report," syndicated by Citadel Media Network

Given the current lay of the land in the GOP race for president, KHQA's Rajah Maples asked him if he would run for the nomination if he could go back in time.

Huckabee answered, "No. I think the decision I made was the right one for now, and I won't rule something out for the future. This year, I think the environment is so toxic, and unfortunately so much of the focus is not on solving problems but destroying the other people who are running."

Huckabee said one of the republicans' biggest challenges is putting forth a concrete agenda that targets the nation's problems rather than simply being opposed to the democrats' policies.

He said political campaigns can be non-forgiving, which he says is sometimes unfortunate.

Huckabee said, "The one thing I Hope doesn't happen is that we are so harsh with every blog and every commentary that people are afraid to be who they are, and so we end up with very plastic candidates who are tightly scripted to the last degree. Then, voters never get a chance to really know who that candidate is."

'The environment right now is too toxic': Huckabee glad he's not running in 2012 presidential race

By STEVE EIGHINGER, Herald-Whig Staff Writer
Published: 11/15/2011 | Updated: 11/16/2011

HANNIBAL, Mo. -- Mike Huckabee said he has no regrets regarding his decision not to enter the 2012 presidential campaign. 

The 2016 race, however, might see a change of heart. 

"The decision I made was the right one for now, but that doesn't rule out (running in) the future," Huckabee said Wednesday night before addressing a banquet crowd at the 70th annual Hannibal-LaGrange University Booster Banquet in the Mabee Sports Complex. 

Huckabee is the host of the No. 1-ranked weekend cable news show, "Huckabee," on the Fox News Channel, and he continues to monitor the overall political climate. 

"The environment right now is too toxic. It is destroying the people who are running," Huckabee said. "Both sides have to realize they can't control all of the moving parts. I would rather be a conservative than a liberal going into this campaign cycle, but the Republicans have to realize people are not in love with them either." 

Huckabee was an early frontrunner for the GOP nomination in 2008, but the Republican nod eventually went to John McCain. Since failing to earn that nomination, Huckabee has become a fixture in the media. Along with his successful TV show on Fox, the former governor of Arkansas is heard three times daily on radio through the "Huckabee Report," syndicated nationally by the Citadel Media Network. 

Huckabee's experience on both sides of the microphone filters through in many of his comments. 

"What you have to realize (as a candidate) is there is no such thing as an unguarded moment," he said. "Everything is being recorded, either (with) audio or video. You have to remember the next word out of your mouth could end your campaign." 

Recovering from one of those campaign slips can be an art form, according to Huckabee. 

Or rather, it has to be. 

"If you blunder, you have to show the ability to roll with the punches and get back up from it," he said. 

Huckabee, who has authored seven books, including his most recent "A Simple Government," believes that over time the idea of what the presidency represents has morphed into an unrealistic conceptualization. 

"There is no perfect president," Huckabee said. "(Americans) have made the mistake of viewing the presidency as a monarchy. The president is to be a servant, not elevated to nobility. We are supposed to elect someone from among us, not above us. 

"People keep looking for the perfect candidate, and that does not exist." 

Huckabee may not have his hat in the ring for the 2012 campaign, but he showed he still possesses the ability to dodge a question when needed. He was asked who he felt would emerge from the current crop of GOP candidates headed by Mitt Romney, Herman Cain and Newt Gingrich. At this point, Huckabee said there is no clear-cut favorite. 

"I know them all and all are my friends ... any one of six to eight of them could become the Republican nominee," Huckabee said. 

Spoken like a true politician. 

--seighinger@whig.com/221-3377


Occupy St. Louis tells judge that tents part of its message       

By Jo Mannies, Beacon political reporter     
Updated 1:54 am Wed., 11.16.11  

Occupy St. Louis activists and city lawyers were in federal court Tuesday, dueling over whether the city's 10 p.m. park curfew -- and its ban against tents -- unfairly curbs free-speech rights.

"The tents are us,'' said Occupy participant John Mills, the first of several slated to testify before Judge Carol Jackson. Late Friday, Jackson had declined to grant a temporary order that would have blocked city authorities from removing the tents and the protesters from downtown's Kiener Plaza.

Occupy St. Louis had asked Jackson to issue an order to allow the tents to return, and for the curfew not to be enforced.

But after listening to hours of testimony, the judge ruled that the city was within its rights to enforce its ordinance's restrictions. The tents will stay out.

Since Saturday, the Occupy protesters have been allowed to return -- without tents -- during the public park hours, from 6 a.m. to 10 p.m.

Mills testified that Occupy needed the tents as part of its broader protest against corporate greed and economic inequality. "The medium is the message,'' Mills explained. "For us, the medium is the occupation."

As one of Occupy's lawyers, Maggie Ellinger-Locke, put it, the occupation in Keiner was itself "the speech that needs to be protected."

Donald Dylewski, a lawyer with the St. Louis city counselor's office, disagreed. He pressed Mills and others who testified to state when their free speech and movements had been curbed.

Even after the 10 p.m. curfew, Dylewski said, they can still wave signs and continue their activities on the public sidewalk around Kiener -- just not in the park.

But Mills and other Occupy activists, including Chrissie Brooks, said that the ban against camping in Kiener has dramatically reduced the number of participants in the Occupy effort.

Many work during the day and could only join the Occupy encampment at night, Mills said. The number of participants has dropped dramatically since the ouster, in part because of the absence of tents, he testified.

The tents weren't just for sleeping, Mills said. One was set up as a food tent, while another stored medical supplies. The tents allowed participants to have all the items they needed to occupy the park, he said.

The legal battle in St. Louis comes amid a number of court fights and confrontations in other cities, including New York, between Occupy activists and city officials.   The various Occupy situations was the subject of a conference call Oct. 13 organized by the U.S. Conference of Mayors, in which a number of mayors and their administrations discussed the impact of the Occupy movement on their communities.

Slay's chief of staff Jeff Rainford was on the call, a spokesman said.

No more tent city

Although Occupy St. Louis' suit is technically against the police, the chief issue centers on the 10 p.m. curfew.

This fall, Occupy St. Louis constructed a tent village in Kiener that remained for weeks. After a few arrests the first week, city officials ignored the curfew violations. But, more than a week ago, Mayor Francis Slay announced that last Friday would be the deadline for removing the tents and that the curfew would be re-enforced.

About 12:30 a.m. last Saturday, police moved in to remove the protesters. The tents (pictured) came down soon after.

About 24 people were arrested; virtually all have been released, activists said.

Slay's administration has said that other activities, those with permits, are slated to get underway at Kiener soon. Officials also cited complaints from area businesses about the Occupy encampment, alleging it was ill-kempt and smelled. Occupy activists have denied the accusations, saying care was taken to keep Kiener clean.

Occupiers also told the judge that property was improperly destroyed or tossed in the trash when the city's Parks Department arrived early Saturday to clean up the park, removing tents and belongings.

Bill Siedhoff, director of the city's Department of Human Services, said that care had been taken to preserve the private property. City workers had filled 49 bags with belongings and removed 17 tents and four bicycles, among other things, he said.

Since Saturday, few items have been reclaimed, he added, even though the storage facility had weekend hours.

Steven Hoffmann, an Occupy participant who owns a used book store, planned to testify that during the talks with city officials about acquiring a park permit, officials would not budge from their stance against tents and against violating the 10 p.m. curfew.

Brooks testified that the proposed permit also contained an insurance requirement that Occupy activists were unable to meet. Brooks said she called insurance companies and was unable to find one who would provide a policy for what activists hoped would be "an open-ended event."

The testimony was to continue much of today. It's unclear when the judge will issue her ruling.

Outside the Eagleton federal courthouse, a handful of Occupy activists waited for the hearing to end and for their colleagues to return. Several waved or wore signs, including Sam Hatfield, a recent graduate from the University of Missouri-St. Louis who has yet to find a job.

Hatfield's sign, taped to his back, read: "The corrupt are for us, the honest support us, the heroic join us."

Several passersby stopped to voice their support. Hatfield said he remained committed to the cause but added that “the eviction has broken some of the spirit.''

Labor weighs in

Area labor groups hope to recapture some of that enthusiasm by organizing a downtown rally and march Thursday afternoon that highlights the economic issues promoted by Occupy. The gay rights group PROMO also plans to participate in the 3 p.m. event.

According to an announcement, the rally and march will be reflect “Economic Emergency for the 99%.” The event is to begin at Kiener Plaza and continue to the Martin Luther King Bridge, "calling on Congress to create jobs, stop cuts, and make Wall Street banks pay."

"The demonstration is part of a national day of protests at decaying bridges," organizers said, to highlight infrastructure improvements that the nation needs. "Protestors will call on Congress to invest in our communities to create jobs as well as stop the cuts to critical social service programs like Medicare, Medicaid and Social Security," the announcement said.

National AFL-CIO President Richard L. Trumka sent an e-mail message Tuesday to Occupy activists and others asserting, "Tarps and tents don't make a movement."

His point: Occupy is its people. Not its tents.

Occupy St. Louis group loses court bid 

Southeast Missourian
Nov 15, 7:10 PM EST

ST. LOUIS (AP) -- A federal judge refused Tuesday to order Kiener Plaza re-opened for round-the-clock protests by the group Occupy St. Louis, whose tent city was ousted over the weekend after police began enforcing a 10 p.m. curfew in city parks.

U.S. District Judge Carol Jackson heard more than four hours of testimony and legal arguments Tuesday before denying the protesters' request for a preliminary injunction barring enforcement of the curfew ordinance.

Ruling from the bench, Jackson said Occupy St. Louis failed to show that the curfew was being selectively enforced in Kiener Plaza or that the enforcement was a reaction to the political nature of the protest, the St. Louis Post-Dispatch reported.

Jackson also said Occupy St. Louis failed to demonstrate that it was likely to prevail on the merits of its case.

The St. Louis ruling came the same day that a judge on the state Supreme Court of New York ruled that Occupy Wall Street protesters did not have a constitutional right to camp indefinitely in a privately owned New York City park that is open to the public.

Occupy St. Louis maintained its tent city in Kiener Plaza from early October until police arrested 27 members without incident early Saturday, after Jackson rejected a request for a temporary restraining order. Police and parks workers then took down the remaining 15 to 20 tents in the small park a few blocks from Busch Stadium, in the heart of downtown.

Don Gillespie, an attorney for the city, noted during Tuesday's hearing that demonstrators could still protest on the sidewalk 24 hours a day. But protesters John Mills and Chrissie Brooks testified that the occupation is a big part of their message against corporate greed.

"The occupation itself is the speech," Mills testified. He said other groups over the years have tried everything from letter-writing campaigns to sidewalk demonstrations, "and nothing has changed."

Police and city officials have said the demonstrators are welcome to stay in Kiener Plaza during regular park hours - 6 a.m. to 10 p.m. And Gillespie made the point that they can carry signs on the sidewalks or talk with passers-by at all hours of the day.

But Mills and Brooks said the end of the occupation of Kiener Plaza has had a devastating effect, with far fewer demonstrators gathered in the park at a given time. Hundreds of demonstrators had been showing up, and Mills said many of the protesters have not been back since the eviction.

Meanwhile, the loss of the tents means they no longer have immediate access to media, medical supplies and food, he said.

Mills also noted that, unlike days past, there is now a constant police presence. "It's intimidating," he said.

Gillespie, while questioning the protesters, cited insurance concerns. He also pointed out that Kiener Plaza is not set up for campers - it has no permanent restrooms and no shower facilities.

Judge upholds curfew at Kiener Plaza 

St. Louis Post-Dispatch - BY ROBERT PATRICK 
Posted: Wednesday, November 16, 2011 12:05 am 

ST. LOUIS • Occupy movement members failed in a long hearing Tuesday to persuade a federal judge to temporarily bar enforcement of the city ordinance used to boot them from Kiener Plaza last week.

After hearing more than four hours of testimony and arguments, U.S. District Judge Carol Jackson ruled that protesters had not demonstrated a likelihood of success when a lawsuit challenging the law is heard later on its merits.

The finding of a "likelihood of success" was necessary to obtain a preliminary injunction to put the 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. curfew on hold. Jackson said Occupy lawyers failed to prove selective enforcement.

The judge noted that the only evidence to support a complaint of political bias was testimony by Johnny Medina Jr. that he had slept in the park for months, without being arrested, before the Occupy group ever appeared.

Jackson took that as evidence that nothing changed for Medina when he began participating in the protest. She also said that the lawyers showed no evidence to support a claim that the ordinance, in its 30-year history, had only been enforced against Occupy.

Members such as John Mills, of St. Louis, testified that tents they erected in Kiener Plaza were a vital part of the protest and a symbol of home foreclosures.

Mills also said the tents and overnight occupation were vital to maintain the sense of community and participate in discussions with those who might not be available during the day.

"Occupying the public space is the message," Mills said.

Associate City Counselor Don Dylewski repeatedly told Jackson that protesters were merely being asked to move to the sidewalks during the curfew. He said the ordinance had been crafted to protect public access while maintaining safety and sanitation.

Late Friday night, protesters lost their bid for a temporary restraining order shortly before police moved in to clear their tents and personal belongings. Twenty-seven people were arrested.

Witnesses testified Tuesday that being barred from the park overnight was a blow to attendance and spirit.

But Cheryl Compton, 50, a certified nursing assistant who is homeless, said after the ruling: "I think we're going to get stronger now because we'll have more passion."

Occupy Wall Street hits Cape Girardeau

Southeast Arrow - Sarah J. Semmler - Arrow Reporter
Tuesday, November 15, 2011

A new ground zero was established just blocks from where the World Trade Center's twin towers once stood in downtown Manhattan on Sept. 17 when a group of demonstrators took over Zuccotti Park in protest of a number of issues, including CEO pay, corporate greed and unemployment. 

Initially the group was dismissed and largely ignored, but just as critics waited for the moment to pass, the movement began to spread across the United States and around the world. 

The Occupy Wall Street movement added Cape Girardeau to its list of participating cities on Nov. 5 when a group of about a dozen protesters marched through the downtown area, making stops in front of the Common Pleas Courthouse, City Hall and Capaha Park. 

Carrying signs that stated, "We are the 99 percent," and "End corporate greed," the small group was met with support and opposition as city residents drove past the demonstration. 

Southeast Missouri State University junior Kerrick Long, who participated in the Nov. 5 event, said he joined the Occupy Cape movement to show the nation that even small towns can get involved in the protests. 

"I really wanted to show support for the Occupy movement that's going on across the country," Long said. "We're not necessarily occupying like big cities are, but at least we're showing solidarity." 

Protesters from every social class and age group have started demonstrations in more than 300 American cities, and the movement became global on Oct. 15 when Occupy events took place in 82 countries. 

Dr. Debra Holzhauer, associate professor of political science at Southeast, said the movement is a reflection of people's frustrations with the economy and with their overall position in it. 

"It's about how 1 percent of Americans, whose economics are more assured than the other 99 percent, are getting more attention from the political parties and having their interests being taken care of," Holzhauer said. "For example, you have failing banks, and we saw a lot of the upper personnel of those institutions getting significant financial bonuses at the end of the year, even though they had just received bailouts from the United States government." 

CEO pay isn't the only issue being taken up by Occupy participants. 

The inability of many Americans to break into the middle class has topped the list of protesters' concerns. 

According to a report from the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development, the United States ranks well below Canada, Germany, Finland, Sweden, Spain, Denmark, Norway and Australia in terms of the ability of its citizens to move up the socioeconomic ladder. 

And it has become more difficult for them to stay there. 

With the national unemployment rate hovering above 9 percent since 2009, the American middle class has dwindled in numbers. 

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, the poverty rate reached 15.1 percent in 2010, which means more than 46 million Americans are living in poverty. That's the highest rate among developing nation, and a new record high for the United States. 

Southeast graduate student Eric Ralfs, who was among the demonstrators on Nov. 5, said part of the problem lies in the fact that many people without a college education find it hard to get jobs that pay enough to support themselves and their families. 

"Back in the 1950s, a high school degree could get you a decent number of jobs, but now most jobs require at least a bachelor's degree," Ralfs said. "The real kicker is that school is becoming more and more expensive. In Missouri, there have been more budget cuts to education, so more students are losing student loans, which keeps them from getting the education they need for jobs. It's a pretty ugly cycle." 

Although a college education was once considered the golden key to gainful employment, in the current economic climate, even a college degree doesn't guarantee someone a job. 

According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, the unemployment rate for 16- to 24-year-olds with a bachelor's degree or higher stands at 13.2 percent. The overall unemployment rate for that age group reached 17 percent in July, prompting the media to dub the group the "the unemployable generation." 

Add in the fact that student loan debt will top out at $1 trillion this year, healthcare costs are increasing and politicians in Washington D.C. are looking to reduce funding to multiple social programs in order to balance the budget, and you have the perfect recipe for social unrest and people taking to the streets. 

"I think we've always accepted income inequality in this country," Holzhauer said. "But we've also always accepted that we have the ability to pull ourselves up by the bootstraps to become socially mobile within society. I think this movement is a reflection of this younger generation recognizing that they will not have a better life than their parents did." 

Protesters, city officials meet

The two groups find common ground after recent arrests.

Written by Josh Nelson, News-Leader
5:27 AM, Nov. 16, 2011

Members of the Occupy Springfield movement and city staff say they want to avoid the headline-grabbing clashes with law enforcement seen around the country this weekend as encampments were cleared out.

Springfield wasn't without its theatrics after officers arrested eight people with the Occupy group Friday at a protest east of the Springfield Expo Center.

Still, the city and some members of the Occupy group were able to sit down Monday to discuss their issues, said City Manager Greg Burris.

"We all agreed we're not Oakland, we're not New York City, we're not Philadelphia," Burris said.

Friday's arrests were part of an act of civil disobedience regarding the 2007 development deal with John Q. Hammons for that tract of land, Burris said. The deal included a provision that allowed the city to buy the land back for $1 if Hammons failed to build on the site.

Burris said city officials will move forward on a plan to buy the land back, but first they have to untangle it from a larger development deal.

"It's not just as simple as taking a dollar over and saying, give us the deed," he said.

Christopher Smith is an organizer with Occupy Springfield who was at Monday's meeting. He said the plot of land was targeted only because members of the group didn't think there was enough transparency about the land deal.

"Just on the surface, it looks like 'well, you guys have been messing around with this for years and nothing has been done,'" Smith said.

The city said it'll also give occupiers a map of areas where they could legally set up encampments for up to 30 days in hopes of avoiding confrontations over public lands, Burris said.

The areas are on private lands that are zoned either commercial service or highway commercial. Those areas are scattered throughout Springfield, including areas around downtown and along Interstate 44 and U.S. 65. Burris said that was a consideration the city would extend to any group if it made such a request.

Smith said he didn't have a chance to look at where any of those areas were located in town. He also wasn't sure if Occupy Springfield would set up an encampment in town, similar to others around the country.

Smith said he believed for the Occupy groups to keep influencing public discourse, they have to find other ways to get their message across. The meeting with city officials was just one of those steps.

"It will not be effective if it just sticks to one tactic," he said.

Other methods may also be a "flash occupy," where members descend on an area to push a specific issue or marches, like one weeks ago that focused on collecting donations for The Kitchen.

St. Louis-area businessman Spence to run for governor

St. Louis-area CEO is first prominent Republican in race.

Written by David A. Lieb, The Associated Press

11:00 PM, Nov. 15, 2011 

JEFFERSON CITY -- St. Louis businessman Dave Spence said Tuesday that he will run for Missouri governor, setting up a likely Republican primary for the right to challenge Democratic Gov. Jay Nixon in next year's elections.

Spence, who declared his candidacy in an interview with The Associated Press, becomes the first prominent Republican to officially enter the governor's race. But Republican Lt. Gov. Peter Kinder also is expected to announce his gubernatorial candidacy soon. They would meet in an August primary.

"I am 100 percent committed to running for governor in 2012," Spence said Tuesday.

Spence, 53, of the St. Louis suburb of Ladue, is the president and CEO of Alpha Packaging, which makes plastic bottles for pharmaceuticals, vitamins and personal care products, among other things.

A first-time candidate for public office, Spence will be starting with scant statewide name recognition, but he said Tuesday that he will put some of his own money into the campaign.

Spence had told the AP last week that that he was waiting for Kinder to announce his intentions before making a final decision. Spence said Tuesday that he decided he needed to start organizing his own campaign committee.

"Job creation is No. 1 -- that is something that I understand, I've done it for a living," Spence said. "As I talked to more and more employers and business owners around the state, I just felt there was a need for someone to come in and make sense of all it."

A spokesman for Nixon's campaign referred questions to the state Democratic Party, which focused on Spence's past position on the board of directors for Reliance Bancshares Inc. The bank holding company in February announced it would stop making the annual $2.2 million dividend payment due to the U.S. Treasury on the $42 million it received under a federal bank bailout program.

"David Spence says he wants government out of business -- unless, of course, it's a business he helps run," said Democratic Party spokeswoman Caitlin Legacki.

David Spence to enter Republican primary for governor 

St. Louis Post-Dispatch - BY JASON HANCOCK 
Posted: Wednesday, November 16, 2011 12:15 am 

JEFFERSON CITY • When St. Louis businessman Dave Spence confirmed last month that he was interested in running for governor, he insisted he'd only do so if Lt. Gov. Peter Kinder didn't. He even donated $5,500 to Kinder's campaign.

Then last week he said there was a chance he'd run regardless of Kinder's decision.

Tuesday, with Kinder widely expected to launch his campaign for governor next week, Spence beat him to the punch and announced he was jumping into the Republican primary.

Spence, 53, is the president and chief executive of Overland-based Alpha Packaging. He has yet to file paperwork forming a gubernatorial campaign committee and has no spokesman or campaign staff.

He has, however, promised that he would spend some of his own money to fund his campaign. Alpha Packaging, which manufactures plastic bottles, has close to $190 million in annual sales and employs more than 800 workers at plants in the U.S. and Europe. Spence also has spoken with the Republican Governors Association, which has been helping Kinder raise money.

In an unusual move, Spence — who has never run for public office — decided to forgo gathering supporters and media for a formal launch of his campaign and instead confirmed his intentions to the Associated Press and the online news site PoliticMo. And other than a text message saying, "Yes, I am in 100 percent," he refused to answer questions from the Post-Dispatch, saying he would wait until his formal announcement "in a few weeks."

He also declined to say whether he had spoken with Kinder about his intentions. The two were fraternity brothers at the University of Missouri-Columbia, and Kinder's campaign acknowledged last week that the two were friends.

Tuesday's announcement that Spence had thrown his hat into the ring came as a surprise even to the Missouri Republican Party.

"Dave Spence has been a longtime supporter of Republican candidates and the conservative cause," said Lloyd Smith, executive director of the Missouri GOP. "He has made his interest in public office known, but his entrance into the race for governor was unexpected."

Questions about whether Kinder would follow through on his long-held plan to run for governor have been swirling for months. Kinder, considered the party's presumptive nominee for some time, faced unwanted headlines this year when he repaid the state more than $50,000 for hotel stays that had been charged to taxpayers.

Then last summer, following revelations about his association with a former exotic dancer and acknowledgments from Kinder that he regularly visited an Illinois strip club in the 1990s, several Republicans called on Kinder to give up any thought of a gubernatorial campaign. They feared he could not only cost the party a chance at unseating incumbent Democratic Gov. Jay Nixon, but also adversely impact Republican chances in other down-ballot races.

Kinder had been expected to declare his candidacy shortly after Labor Day, but he delayed the announcement to travel the state to gauge support for his campaign. After Spence's announcement, Kinder released this statement, which reinforced the perception that he will join the race soon:

"Missouri needs a governor committed to job creation, economic growth, smaller government, cutting wasteful spending and reducing burdensome regulation — that person is not Jay Nixon. I am confident a primary will give Republicans a positive opportunity to pick the person who has the best vision and the right experience to defeat Gov. Nixon in November."

Although 2012 is expected to be a strong year for Republican candidates, Nixon has consistently polled ahead of Kinder, even in Kinder's own polling. The Democrat also has nearly three times as much campaign cash on hand as Kinder.

In response to Spence's entrance into the campaign, Missouri Democrats criticized the Republican's association with the federal bank bailout, a controversial topic among conservative voters.

In addition to Alpha Packaging, Spence served for six years on the board of directors for Reliance Bancshares Inc., a bank holding company headquartered in St. Louis. In February, the company announced it would stop making payments to the U.S. Treasury on the $42 million it received under the Troubled Asset Relief Program, or TARP.

Spence told the Associated Press that he didn't recall any details about that decision to stop making payments. But he defended the federal bank bailout program, saying it helped avoid a potential economic disaster by providing banks with "extra cushion of capital."

He told PoliticMo on Tuesday that he resigned from the board in March because of the issue, although paperwork filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission says his March resignation was "not related to any disagreements with [Reliance Bancshares'] operations, policies or practices."

"It's hard to imagine Republican primary voters supporting a guy like Dave Spence, who not only supported the bank bailouts, but even took a $40 million government bailout for his own bank and then refused to pay it back," Caitlin Legacki, Missouri Democratic Party spokeswoman, said in a statement. "Right as the national recession was hitting Missouri families hard, David Spence got rich and had had no problem letting taxpayers pick up the bill for his failed bank."

George Connor, director of the political science department at Missouri State University, said Spence faces long odds in running against a veteran elected official such as Kinder. But he can overcome many of his early deficiencies, such as a lack of name recognition, if he's willing to spend enough money.

"He certainly has the chance to buy his way into the hearts and minds of Republican voters," Connor said. "But there still needs to be something there. Money is the great equalizer, but I'm not so cynical to think that issues don't matter."

Kinder has faced a lot of unwanted headlines, Connor said, but it would be unwise to count him out of the Republican contest.

"I wouldn't ring the death knell for Lt. Gov. Kinder just yet," he said. "Although no matter who wins the Republican primary, I just can't see them having much luck beating Jay Nixon."

If Kinder does indeed join the campaign, he and Spence would face Bill Randles, a former Kansas City attorney who has not held political office before, in an August primary for the chance to take on Nixon.

The Associated Press contributed to this report.

Kerr stepping down as head of Missouri Department of Economic Development 


By Jo Mannies, Beacon political reporter    

Posted 5:39 pm Tue., 11.15.11 

Gov. Jay Nixon has just announced that Missouri Economic Development Director David Kerr will be leaving his post as of Dec. 31.

Kerr has headed the department since November 2009. According to Kerr's statement, he wants to spend more time with his family "after well over 35 years in the public and private sectors."

The governor's office said in a statement that Kerr will continue to work with Nixon "as an unpaid consultant who will assist with ongoing implementation of the Missouri Strategic Initiative for Economic Growth." The initiative was developed in mid-2010.

Said Nixon in a statement: 

"David Kerr and I have worked closely together to create jobs and move our economy forward, and he has been a trusted and valuable member of my team. Because of David’s leadership, Missouri now has a comprehensive strategic plan to guide our economic growth for the next five years, and he has been deeply involved in the rebirth of the automotive industry in our state.  I thank David for his commitment to public service and his leadership for Missouri.  Georganne and I wish David and Mary all the best in the years to come."

The announcement came on the same day that the Missouri Department of Economic Development reported that "employers added approximately 1,100 new jobs in the state in October," which brings Missouri's unemployment rate down to 8.5 percent. That's below the national figure of 9 percent.

Nixon gave Kerr credit for his involvement in a number of economic projects that created thousands of new jobs, "including IBM in Columbia, Unisys in St. Louis and Expedia in Springfield."

The two "also traveled to Detroit to meet personally with the chief executives of Ford and GM; passed and implemented the Missouri Manufacturing Jobs Act; and recently announced historic investments in Missouri by both of these manufacturers," Nixon noted.

Kerr most recently accompanied Nixon to China as part of a trade delegation which resulted in  $4.6 billion in export agreements.

Kerr to step down as Missouri economic development boss

St. Louis Post-Dispatch - BY TIM LOGAN 
Posted: Tuesday, November 15, 2011 5:45 pm 

The man in charge of boosting Missouri's economy is stepping down.

David Kerr, director of the Missouri Department of Economic Development, will leave at the end of the year, Gov. Jay Nixon's office said Tuesday.

Kerr, a longtime executive at AT&T in Missouri and Kansas before entering the public sector, said he was stepping down to spend more time with his family. He plans to stay on as an unpaid consultant to Nixon.

He's been Missouri's top economic development official for about two years, having been hired away from a similar post in Kansas by Nixon in Nov. 2009. He has spearheaded big-picture efforts to reshape the state's economic development strategy, helped land several big projects - from IBM's new center in Columbia to GM's Wentzville expansion - and overseen a new focus on exports and foreign trade.

He has also, though, been the top job-creation official in an administration that has struggled to push some of its top economic development priorities through the General Assembly - most recently tax credit reform and Compete Missouri, in the special session that ended last month.

Meanwhile, this fall, Kerr has come under fire for DED's dealings with Mamtek, a sweetener manufacturer that defaulted on bonds issued by the city of Moberly. He has maintained that the failed project cost state taxpayers nothing, but the situation has been a black eye for the Nixon administration and spawned state and federal investigations.

And when it comes to jobs, progress has been slow. In September, Missouri had about 6,700 fewer jobs than it did when Kerr started in Nov. 2009, according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics. But there has been some improvement in the last year. DED reported Tuesday that Missouri added 1,100 jobs in October, and the unemployment rate dropped to 8.5 percent - a half-point below the national average.

In his statment, Nixon praised Kerr's efforts.

"David Kerr and I have worked closely together to create jobs and move our economy forward, and he has been a trusted and valuable member of my team," he said.  "Because of David's leadership, Missouri now has a comprehensive strategic plan to guide our economic growth for the next five years, and he has been deeply involved in the rebirth of the automotive industry in our state."

Nixon said he will "move quickly" to hire a replacement.

DED Director Kerr to step down

Missouri News Horizon - Posted by: Dick Aldrich 
November 16, 2011

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. – Gov. Jay Nixon says he will work quickly to name a successor for state economic development director David Kerr who announced Tuesday he is stepping down at the end of the year.

Kerr has been the director of the state Department of Economic Development since November of 2009. According to a media statement from the governor’s office, Kerr’s resignation becomes official on Dec. 31.

Kerr will stay on with the administration as an unpaid consultant to help implement the Missouri Strategic Initiative for Strategic Growth, a five year plan to create jobs and spark economic growth that began last fall with a series of meetings with business and community leaders all around the state.

Kerr is the latest department director to leave the Nixon cabinet. His resignation follows that of Department of Public Safety Director John Britt, who stepped down in October.

Mo. economic development director stepping down 

Southeast Missourian
Nov 15, 6:00 PM EST

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- The director of Missouri's Department of Economic Development is stepping down at the end of the year.

In a news release Tuesday from Gov. Jay Nixon, department director David Kerr cited a desire to spend more time with his family after working for 35 years in the public and private sectors. Nixon said he would move quickly to select a new director.

Kerr took office in November 2009.

The governor praised Kerr for developing a strategic five-year plan for economic growth. He also touted Kerr's involvement in persuading numerous businesses to locate or expand in Missouri, including recent decisions by two automakers.

But Kerr's tenure also included a few failures by businesses that had been offered state incentives, including the unbuilt Mamtek artificially sweetener factory in Moberly.

Missouri Supreme Court upholds tough rules for adult businesses

The Kansas City Star - By DAVE HELLING and STEVE KRASKE
Posted on Tue, Nov. 15, 2011 11:08 PM

By DAVE HELLING and STEVE KRASKE The Kansas City Star 

Updated: 2011-11-16T06:09:49Z 

Missouri’s tough restrictions on adult entertainment will soon spread across the country, anti-pornography activists predicted Tuesday, now that the state’s Supreme Court has decided the stronger rules are constitutional.

“Missouri has set the standard for the nation,” said Phillip Cosby, director of the American Family Association of Kansas and Missouri. “The gold standard.”

Former state Sen. Matt Bartle, the Republican who led the fight for the law, agreed and said he hoped “other states might decide to wade into these waters.”

But the court’s unanimous confirmation of the adult business statute — which bans nude dancing and broadly limits other kinds of adult entertainment — shocked some adult club owners in Missouri, who have fought the restrictions in the legislature and the courts for almost two years.

“We’ve tried to imagine a million different scenarios of how we can operate with this law,” said Joe Spinello, owner of the Shady Lady in Kansas City. “But it’s awfully restrictive.”

At least one local adult entertainment venue closed after the rules went into effect. Others have stayed open, hoping the court would throw out the law and allow a resumption of nude and semi-nude exhibitions. 

Some club owners claimed their attendance dropped by 75 percent or more when they tried to meet the new restrictions by covering their dancers, although they now say some customers have started to return.

The clubs could ask the federal courts, including the U.S. Supreme Court, to take up the issue. Dick Bryant, an attorney for club owners and employees who challenged the law, said he was considering such an appeal — although earlier this year he said such an effort might prove futile.

“We believe the decision is a major erosion of rights of free expression afforded under the constitutions of Missouri and the United States,” Bryant said in an email Tuesday to The Associated Press.

For now, in Missouri:

Nude dancing is prohibited.

“Sexually oriented businesses” — bookstores, clubs and theaters offering semi-nude entertainment — must close between midnight and 6 a.m. “Semi-nude” is defined as showing the female breast below the areola, or naked buttocks, male or female.

Alcohol sales are prohibited in sexually oriented businesses.

Dancers must perform on elevated stages at a distance from customers. Touching is prohibited. Movie viewing in closed booths is prohibited.

Club owners challenged the rules before they went into effect in August 2010, claiming the regulations violated the First Amendment guarantee of free speech.

But Judge Laura Denvir Stith, writing for the court, said the rules are reasonably related to the state’s desire to protect public health and safety.

“The act does not ban sexually oriented businesses of any type,” the court said in its 41-page ruling. “Rather, it seeks to reduce negative secondary effects associated with such businesses, including detrimental health and sanitary conditions, prostitution and drug-related crimes both inside and outside these locations, as well as deterioration of the surrounding neighborhoods.”

The court said the law does not violate anyone’s free speech rights. And it also said lawmakers did not need a fiscal note on the law’s potential financial impact before it acted, as the club owners had claimed in their arguments to the court. 

Entertainers told the court in several affidavits that the new law had cost them thousands of dollars in lost tips. Many said they had moved to Kansas, where there are fewer restrictions.

But Cosby said the Missouri ruling would help the effort to impose similar limits in Kansas when that state’s legislature convenes next year. 

While the ruling clarifies the constitutionality of the Missouri’s restrictions, it is not clear what impact it will have on authorities who will have to enforce it.

An investigation by The Kansas City Star last May showed at least two local clubs — Bazooka’s and Temptations — featured dancers with what appeared to be exposed breasts. Under the law those clubs should have closed at midnight. 

Instead, the clubs remained open. An attorney for the clubs said the dancers actually used a thin opaque covering for their breasts, bringing them into technical compliance with the law.

The covering, however, was not visible to Star reporters. 

A third club, The Shady Lady, featured dancers who performed in small bathing suits, in apparent compliance with the law.

The Missouri statute does not say which law enforcement agency is primarily responsible for enforcing the restrictions. Officials with the Kansas City Police Department, the Missouri Division of Alcohol and Tobacco Control, the Jackson County sheriff’s department and Kansas City Regulated Industries have all said they will play some role in making sure the rules are followed, but the lead agency hasn’t been determined.

The Kansas City Police Department did not return a call seeking comment.

But Bartle said the decision should mean better enforcement quickly. 

“That legal cloud is now gone,” he said. “I would hope and anticipate a little more vigorous enforcement now.”

The Kansas City Council may soon be asked to rewrite its own adult ordinances to more closely match the state statute.

Spinello said his establishment might be able to remain open because he owes no money on the property and can sell liquor because his dancers wear bikinis and aren’t considered semi-nude. 

Other clubs, though, might face bigger hurdles to staying in business: “The other guys with bigger rents are going to have a really tough time,” he said. 

Mo. Supreme Court upholds strip club restrictions 

By DAVID A. LIEB, Associated Press
Nov 15, 6:49 PM EST

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- Missouri strip clubs and other sexually themed businesses must abide by a 2010 state law that banned nudity, alcohol and touching between scantily clad employees and customers, the state Supreme Court ruled Tuesday.

The court in a unanimous decision rejected claims from the adult entertainment industry that Missouri's law infringed on free expression rights and was passed in violation of legislative procedures. Instead, it ruled that legislators justifiably cited public health, welfare and safety concerns in restricting the operation of such businesses.

The ruling marked a long-sought victory for conservative lawmakers, who have tried for years to limit the sexually themed businesses that have proliferated along the state's main highways and in some cities. The state Supreme Court struck down a similar 2005 state law because it was attached to an unrelated bill about drunken driving.

As a result of Tuesday's ruling, "Missouri now retains one of the toughest and most comprehensive laws regulating sex shops and strip clubs of any state in the nation," Joe Ortwerth, executive director of the Missouri Family Policy Council, said in an email to supporters. He added: "We praise God for this tremendous victory."

Dick Bryant, an attorney for the affected business owners and employees who challenged the law, said he was considering an appeal to the U.S. Supreme Court.

"We believe the decision is a major erosion of rights of free expression afforded under the constitutions of Missouri and the United States," he said in an email to The Associated Press.

The 41-page opinion by the state Supreme Court affirms the decision of a Cole County judge, who had refused a request to block the law from taking effect on Aug. 28, 2010.

The Missouri law applies to strip clubs, adult video and book stores and other businesses of a sexual nature. It bans full nudity, alcohol, anyone younger than 18 and touching between semi-nude employees and customers. To ensure strippers are off-limits, the law requires semi-nude employees to remain on a stage at least 18 inches high and at least 6 feet from customers. The law also requires sexually oriented businesses to stay closed between midnight and 6 a.m., and it prohibits closed-door viewing booths for pornographic movies, requiring that patrons remain within the clear view of employees.

The state Supreme Court rejected the lawsuit's contention that the restrictions were aimed at free speech. Instead, the court cited wording from the legislation stating that the restrictions were intended to promote the health, safety and general welfare of the public by limiting the negative societal effects associated with such businesses, including crime, prostitution, the spread of diseases, drug use and urban blight.

Former state Rep. Ed Emery, who handled the bill in the House, said lawmakers carefully crafted its preamble with the goal of surviving a court challenge. He was pleased to hear they succeeded.

"The research that had gone into the preparation of that bill assured that it would be constitutional, but in this day and age you just never know until the ruling comes down," said Emery, a Republican from Lamar.

Former Sen. Matt Bartle, a Republican from Lee's Summit who sponsored the legislation, said he hoped the Supreme Court ruling would lead to broader enforcement of the law by local prosecutors.

The high court rejected the adult entertainment industry's assertion that the state had to show that negative effects were more common at their businesses than at other places. To the contrary, the court said the plaintiffs failed to produce evidence directly casting doubt on lawmakers' contention that banning things such as nudity and touching promotes public health and safety.

Some owners of the affected businesses have complained that the law harms them financially and could force them to close. But the state Supreme Court said that was no reason to strike down the law.

"To the extent that the no-touch, six-foot buffer, alcohol ban and open-booth restrictions reduce patronage at sexually oriented businesses, it is not because the restrictions unduly reduce speech, but because they reduce the very types of secondary effects that the government is entitled to and intends to reduce," Judge Laura Denvir Stith wrote.

The Supreme Court also rejected an argument that the Legislature violated the state constitution because a particular committee did not hold a hearing on a lawmaker's challenge to the bill's cost estimate. The court said the constitution only requires the committee to be established and meet and does not provide any basis to strike down a law because of a procedural error.

Missouri Supreme Court upholds strip club regulations

Missouri News Horizon - Posted by: Tim Sampson 
November 16, 2011

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. – Missouri’s controversial limits on strip clubs and adult book stores will stand, after the state Supreme Court ruled Tuesday that representatives from the adult entertainment community failed to make an effective case that state lawmakers overstepped their bounds.

“While the (adult) businesses attacked and sought to undermine some of (the state’s) evidence, they failed to cast direct doubt on other evidence or the government’s rational,” the court’s ruling reads.

With this ruling, the current law passed in 2010 will be allowed to stand. This includes regulations that prohibit strippers from appearing fully nude or having physical contact with customers, and prevent strip clubs from serving alcohol or staying open after midnight.

The court said its place was not to voice an opinion on the overall wisdom of the legislature’s decision, but to merely evaluate the arguments made by adult entertainment advocates and the state.

The crux of the states argument had been that the state was authorized to place firm limits on sexually oriented businesses because of “negative secondary effects,” most notably in the form of criminal behavior. The court said that the adult entertainment industry did not effectively make the case that the state was acting in the best interest of broader communities when it limited adult entertainment activities.

Judge Laura Denvir Stith wrote the majority opinion for the court, in which she said the adult business leaders’ argument that the failure to hold a financial impact hearing on the bill before it was passed did not create grounds to overturn the legislation.

Adult entertainment business owners have argued that the state’s law unfairly targets their industry and infringes their first amendment rights to free speech and expression.

Koster wants tougher laws on reporting child abuse

Written by Josh Nelson, News-Leader
5:17 AM, Nov. 16, 2011  

Missouri Attorney General Chris Koster is pushing lawmakers to strengthen laws for mandated reporting of child sexual abuse in the wake of the Penn State scandal, though there are questions whether a beefed-up law will be effective.

Koster said he'd like to see a proposal similar to one on the books in Oklahoma, where anyone with knowledge of physical or sexual child abuse must file a report with authorities. In Missouri, only people in certain professions who deal with children, such as doctors, teachers and clergy, are required to make those reports.

"If a citizen walks in on the sexual abuse of a child, his duty as a citizen should be clear," he said in a news release. "We are all mandatory reporters. When it comes to protecting children, passing the buck should not be an option in our state."

Koster's office said the changes should apply to all kinds of child abuse, not just sexual abuse.

Jerry Sandusky, longtime Penn State defensive coordinator, is charged with more than 40 crimes related to allegations that he sexually abused children over a 15-year period.

Penn State administrators and members of the athletic department are accused of not doing enough to bring the claims to proper authorities. Two administrators face criminal charges.

Sandusky and the administrators deny any wrongdoing.

Eighteen states, including Oklahoma, have mandated reporting laws for everyone. Those states vary regarding the agency to which residents are required to report. Under Koster's proposal, Missourians would file reports with local law enforcement.

Nanci Gonder, a spokeswoman for Koster's office, said people who don't report abuse would be subject to a penalty but didn't say what that would be.

There have been several prosecutions in Greene County when claims of abuse weren't reported.

Darrell Moore, a former Greene County prosecutor who handled some of those cases, said one of the biggest issues he's encountered is many people marked as mandated reporters aren't educated about their legal requirements.

There's also a concern that the current law doesn't require follow-ups on reports. Similar to the Penn State incidents, reports can get lost within an institution if one or more supervisors don't act on them, Moore said.

"That needs to end," he said. "Everybody needs to be responsible."

Moore said training on the law has helped to cut down on problems related to non-reporting. However, Greene County still has the state's highest rate of reported child abuse.

Teachers and other mandated reporters receive regular training on what the law requires of them, including how to recognize abuse.

If more people are subject to reporting laws, the Missouri Department of Social Services' Children's Division may not have enough resources to properly investigate cases, said Barbara Brown-Johnson, executive director of the Child Advocacy Center in Springfield.

"There's no doubt that they are underfunded," Brown-Johnson said.

A stronger law may also unveil more real cases of child abuse, but it will be harder to differentiate them from unsubstantiated or false reports, she said.

"My educated concern is we could get far more valid calls that we couldn't get investigated," Brown-Johnson said.

After Penn State, Missouri AG pushes for tougher reporting law

Missouri News Horizon - Posted by: Tim Sampson 
November 16, 2011

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. – In the wake of the explosive child molestation cover-up scandal at Penn State University, Missouri’s attorney general is encouraging the legislature to adopt new laws that would punish adults who fail to immediately report known or suspected child molestation.

Like many other states, Missouri already has laws that require certain professions, like teachers, physicians and clergy, to report child sexual abuse, but Koster argues that legal responsibility should be expanded.

“The recent incidents at Penn State highlight the disparities across the country in the manner in which state laws handle reporting sexual abuse of children,” Koster said.

Koster said the legislature should consider adding Missouri to a list of 18 states that currently require that all individuals report suspected abuse or neglect of children to proper authorities.

Earlier this year in Missouri, lawmakers approved the Amy Hestir Student Protection Act, which among other things requires public school employees to report suspected or known abuse within 24 hours. That same bill also requires school officials to disclose abuse to any other school districts they may consider hiring an employee with past abuse allegations or convictions.

The attorney general’s statement comes little more than a week after a Pennsylvania grand jury indicted former Penn State Assistant Football Coach Jerry Sandusky with 40 counts of alleged child sexual abuse and inappropriate conduct with multiple underage victims.

The scandal has also led to the indictment of two other school officials for perjury and obstruction of justice related to the case, and the highly publicized dismissal of veteran head football coach Joe Paterno after 46 seasons.

 Mo. AG wants possible expansion of abuse reporting 

The Joplin Globe – The Associated Press
Tue Nov 15, 2011, 03:54 PM CST 

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. — Missouri Attorney General Chris Koster wants lawmakers to consider expanding the mandatory reporting of sexual abuse of a child.

Missouri law currently requires teachers, clergy and members of certain other professions to report child sex abuse to law enforcement. Koster said Tuesday he wants the Legislature to consider extending the mandatory reporting requirement to all citizens.

The attorney general says the sex abuse scandal at Pennsylvania State University points up differences in laws around the country on the obligation to notify law enforcement.

Koster said that as of April 2010, laws in 18 states require all citizens to report suspected abuse or neglect of children.

Student Government discusses issues with Missouri universities

Josh Cady – Southeast Arrow Reporter
Tuesday, November 15, 2011

Student Government's weekly meeting ran long Oct. 31, as the senators held an in-depth discussion on higher education issues.

The meeting lasted almost three hours, with the majority of that time spent discussing a resolution suggesting changes to Missouri higher education. The meeting ran so late that vice president Greg Felock asked representatives to have any conversations after the meeting outside, as the UC was closed and building staff was waiting on them to go home.

"I was really pleased that there was as much discussion as there was, because this is a resolution that's expressing the views of our student senate," Student Government president Patrick Vining said. "I think that long debate is a good way to make sure that everything that's being proposed in this resolution is actually what the feelings of what the majority of the Senate are."

The discussion came about after Vining was approached by Student Government presidents from other universities across Missouri.

"They are trying to bring back a consortium of Student Governments for the public universities in Missouri, so they asked us to pass a resolution as to what issues we see in higher education," Vining said.

After the dust had settled on the debate, Student Government settled on nine recommendations for Missouri higher education reform:

1) That the state of Missouri re-examine its grant and loan system for students to ensure funds are accessible for all worthy applicants who exhibit merit and need. 

2) Course redesign principles be examined at universities across the state to ensure quality education is available while working to maintain the specific integrity of each class. 

3) The state of Missouri assists and promotes universities in taking steps necessary to work towards sustainability. 

4) The Missouri universities adopt the Common Application, or some other uniform standard. 

5) Communication be opened up between the Student Governments of all state universities in Missouri. 

6) All universities offer equal scholarship opportunities to international students. 

7) Courses be more feasibly transferrable between state universities, allowing transfer students an equal playing ground with all other students. 

8) Funding for higher education be addressed to ensure necessary dollars are allocated. 

9) The current non-discrimination policy be discussed among universities statewide. 

Item 4 calls for a universal application for all Missouri universities, which would make applying to multiple Missouri colleges more streamlined for prospective students.

Item 9 was introduced specifically to raise a discussion about statewide adoption of a non-discrimination policy for LGBT students.

A tenth suggestion asking for a standard grading scale across the state was also proposed initially but was cut from the final resolution due to the complexity of the issue.

After discussion was closed and the wording was finalized, the resolution was unanimously passed with a quick vote.

Vining will take this resolution with him to a meeting with other Missouri Student Government presidents in February.

"We're going to discuss those issues and figure out some type of lobbying initiative for higher education for the state," Vining said.

For his part, Vining thinks the most significant problem is funding.

"There is less money to go around right now simply because it is a recession, so I think that finding the best ways to make use of the limited dollars is the biggest issue," Vining said.

Wind Capital wants to pay its ‘fair share’ of taxes 

Andrew Gaug - St. Joseph News-Press  
POSTED: 10:19 pm CST November 15, 2011, UPDATED: 8:38 am CST November 16, 2011

Following harsh statements made by officials in DeKalb County, a St. Louis-based wind company has responded to allegations of avoiding paying taxes.

Answering claims that DeKalb County’s Lost Creek wind farm was low-balling the county, Wind Capital Group has called the allegations false.

“Wind Capital Group believes very strongly in paying its fair share of property taxes and has agreed to pay more in property taxes on the Lost Creek Project than has ever been paid on a wind energy project in the state of Missouri,” the company said.

Currently awaiting judgment on a proper property tax payment amount by the Missouri Tax Commission, Lost Creek, owned by Wind Capital, is fighting tax assessment figures submitted by DeKalb County Assessor Ruth Ross.

According to court records, Ms. Ross’ assessment places a market value on each of the wind farm’s 99 towers of $930,100 and an assessed value, or 32 percent of the total, of $297,630.

In August, Lost Creek rejected the assessment, filing an appeal with the tax commission claiming a true market value of $445,727 and an assessed value of $142,633 per tower.

To reach her assessment, Ms. Ross said she used the same formula that other counties in Northwest Missouri did when they helped create wind farms.

In its press release, Wind Capital stated the company expressed in a meeting with DeKalb County commissioners in 2007 that the wind farm was deemed too expensive if it were to go by the other counties’ tax assessment model.

Beyond allegations, what exists on paper has become a point of contention — an intergovernmental agreement contract signed by DeKalb County commissioners, the county clerk and Wind Capital Group in 2009.

Stating that the wind farm was created solely because of the agreement, Wind Capital said they agreed to a set amount of property tax that they are ready to pay, not the bloated numbers set by the assessor.

“The assessor is effectively changing the rules after the game has started by waiting until the project was constructed and then seeking to increase the amount that had already been agreed upon by the County Commissioners and Wind Capital Group,” the press release stated.

Several problems exist with the 2009 agreement, largely that it was ruled inappropriate by the Missouri Tax Commission due to Ms. Ross never signing off on it. Claiming she was never involved in the talks, Ms. Ross’ name is absent from the contract that includes her colleagues’ signatures.

Citing Missouri Revised Statute Section 423.070, which states the county cannot enter into an agreement without the authorized officers signing off on the agreement, Ms. Ross said the lack of her signature nullified the agreement.

“I have never signed any of their agreements and ultimately, the assessor is the person that sets the assessed value,” she said.

With litigation still pending, both sides have made it clear they’re limited on what they can say, though Ms. Ross said she was particularly offended that Wind Capital would use the agreement against her.

“I have been very careful not to mention the intergovernmental agreement, simply because it was a moot subject. It was deemed inappropriate,” she said. “For them to say that they had entered this agreement with the commissioners and that I had waited until the last minute ... I had basically told them from the get-go that I was following the model from the other counties.”

Andrew Gaug can be reached at andrew.gaug@newspressnow.com
More than 200 turn out to discuss the KC School District

The Kansas City Star - By JOE ROBERTSON
Posted on Tue, Nov. 15, 2011 09:20 PM

By JOE ROBERTSON The Kansas City Star 

Updated: 2011-11-16T03:21:43Z 

One heavy number weighed on Cherise Ellison on Tuesday night as she tried to summarize what she’d heard as state leaders pondered the future of Kansas City public schools.

“Twenty years,” the parent of two Lincoln College Prep students said with head-shaking dismay.

Since the state of Missouri launched its Missouri School Improvement Program two decades ago, Kansas City has never reached the state’s full accreditation standard.

Missouri Education Commissioner Chris Nicastro recited the history before a crowd of more than 200 people at Paseo Academy who came to hear a discussion of the district’s future as an unaccredited district.

That was part of Nicastro’s message that all options need to be considered in making what has to be a historic change for Kansas City schools.

But Ellison found her confidence broken, no matter whether the district would be given the chance to ply forward with a transition plan under its current elected board, or be given over to a new panel appointed by the state.

“This has baffled me for years,” she said. “I mean, this was allowed to go on for 20 years. Who does that?”

Several lawmakers were on hand from the Kansas City region to listen in as Nicastro fielded questions through a moderator.

Nicastro emphasized that her office is still absorbing ideas and that it has not yet determined any plan on what the state’s intervention will be when the district’s loss of accreditation takes effect Jan. 1.

The state has extended until Friday the opportunity for people to offer input through its website, dese.mo.gov.

State Rep. Jason Holsman, who represents the Center, Grandview and Hickman Mills districts south of Kansas City, said the first priority is to the students in the Kansas City district, because fixing their schools would serve the whole region well.

But the representatives are also looking after the surrounding districts, he said, because the problem needs a regional solution.

“This should not be a situation of state versus local support,” Holsman said. “We want to be partners with the local board to fix the problem.”

Nicastro is aiming to present a plan to the state school board at its Dec. 1 meeting, then put the plan out for public comment. It will be part of the overall accountability plan the state is creating in seeking a waiver from the federal No Child Left Behind Act. 

Whatever course is chosen, Nicastro said, change will only come through hard work.

“It will be extremely difficult,” she said. “It will require intense focus every day on every student.”
EPA: New fence coming for Carter Carburetor site

St. Louis Post-Dispatch - BY JEFFREY TOMICH
Posted: Tuesday, November 15, 2011 3:26 pm 

The Environmental Protection Agency on Tuesday announced an agreement to fund construction of a new fence around the Carter Carburetor Superfund site on North Grand Boulevard.

A work crew is expected to begin removing old fencing tomorrow, and  installation of a new chain link fence will begin on Monday the EPA said. Neighbors had sought a new fence to keep children and vagrants off the polluted industrial property.

"Negotiations and city approvals took a little longer than I thought, but folks who live in that neighborhood can now be assured they and their kids will be safer," EPA Regional Administrator Karl Brooks said in a statement.

During a community meeting in August, Brooks had pledged to replace the existing fence, which is rusted and falling down in places.

ACF Industries Inc., whose subsidiaries manufactured carburetors at the site until 1984, has agreed to pay all costs associated with upgrading the fence -- about $75,000, the EPA said.

Separately, the agency is negotiating an administrative settlement with ACF to address a planned cleanup of the property, which is polluted with PCBs, asbestos and trichloroethylene, an industrial solvent.

The EPA said new fence will surround almost the entire site with the exception of a small parking lot on the northeast corner of the property, that is used by visitors of the Herbert Hoover Boys and Girls Club.

MISSOURINET
Lager, McKee jump into Lt. Governor race (AUDIO)

November 15, 2011 By Bob Priddy 

Republicans have two new candidates for Lieutenant Governor.  We talked to the first one yesterday evening, a couple of hours before the second one announced his candidacy.  

Senator Brad Lager of Maryville represents 16 counties in north Missouri.  He’s halfway through his second and last term in the senate.  He has run statewide before, when he lost the race for state treasurer in 2008. 

Lager says he’s been thinking about getting into the race for some time, even before House Speaker Steve Tilley got in, then pulled out.  Lager says economic development in Missouri is lagging and he wants to improve the business climate. There’s only so much a Lieutenant Governor can do about that…Lager says he sees the office as an advocacy position more than a policy-making one.

Several other names are being talked about as possible candidates for the Republican nomination for Lieutenant Governor.  One of those people announced his candidate last night–St. Louis developer Chris McKee, who also wants to run on a pro-buisiness platform. McKee’s father, Paul, has gotten millions of dollars in tax credits for a massive redevelopment plan for north St. Louis.  Lager has been a critic of Missouri’s tax credit program. 

Lieutenant Governor Peter Kinder says he won’t seek a third term.  Republicans continue waiting for him to announce if he’ll get in the governor’s race. He says the announcement is “days away.” 


Listen to interview with Brad Lager 12:15 mp3
 

Download 
 

Court upholds adult entertainment limits

November 15, 2011 By Bob Priddy 

The state supreme court has upheld the state law regulating adult entertainment businesses.   The businesses had argued the law violated their First Amendment rights of free speech and expression. A lower court had upheld the law, saying it properly suppresses so-called “secondary effects associated with sexually oriented businesses.”   The ruling upholding the lower court ruling was unanimous.

The law, which went into effect last year, had been challenged by a coalition of adult-oriented business and exotic dancers.  It requires the stores and clubs to close before midnight, bans physical contact between customers and seminude employees, and bans full nudity in clubs and adult-oriented businesses where alcohol is served. 

The law also says stages on which seminude dancers perform must be at least six feet from customers and at least 18 inches high.  It bans new adult businesses from opening within 1,000 feet of homes, churches, parks, day care centers, and schools. 

Two previous efforts to enact laws controlling sexually oriented businesses were struck down by appeals courts.

BLOG ZONE 

Getting the Business

Missourinet - by Bob Priddy 
Posted on November 16, 2011

What is it with St. Louis businessmen with no political experience deciding they should be the next U. S. Senator, Governor, and Lieutenant Governor of Missouri?

John Brunner, whose background involves heading a company making deodorant, nail polish remover, and hand sanitizer–and other products–announced a few weeks ago for U. S. Senate.

Chris McKee, a St. Louis developer who once was on the board of a bank that took federal bailout funds (Republicans have had unkind things to say about federal bailouts, remember), has jumped into the Lieutenant Governor’s race.

Now Dave Spence, owner of a St. Louis company that makes plastic bottles, says he’s running for governor although earlier this year he gave $5,000 to Peter Kinder’s campaign and said he wouldn’t challenger Kinder if Kinder got into the race. Kinder told our affiliate in Joplin recently that his decision is “days away” although he issued an ambiguous statement after Spence’s announcement saying that “a primary will give Republicans a positive opportunity to pick the person who has the best vision and the right experience to defeat Governor Nixon….”

All three of these guys are sharp businessmen. And all three bring another important qualification to these races—their own money. All three indicate their campaign will focus on jobs and economic issues.  “Job creation is No. 1,” said Spence.

We’ll see as the campaign season develops if they bring any other issues to the table—because Missouri government and life in Missouri is an incredible multi-issue thing.  There’s plenty of time for them to flesh out their platforms.

On the day Spence announced he wasn’t going to wait any longer for Kinder to make up his mind, the economic development department announced Missouri’s unemployment rate had improved again and was at its lowest rate since February, 2009.  And as department director David Kerr announced his retirement, he was touting the hundreds–nay, thousands—of new jobs that have been saved or announced within the last year as coming to a community near you.

How high can a pro-jobs candidate fly under those circumstances?   That’s a story to be covered in the next 11-plus months.

Filing for statewide office does not begin until  February 28th.  A lot of trial balloons are floating right now and more might float before then.  It’s always interesting for us to watch the business of politics, business IN politics, and political business leading up to filing days and to watch trial balloons inflate and deflate.  .

At this stage, though, a couple of thoughts have crossed our mind: :

Where are the business people of Kansas City?  Or Springfield?  Or any other city in Missouri?  Aren’t statewide politics too important to be left to business people only from St. Louis?

And another thought for these pro-jobs St. Louis businessmen:  What is their plan for making sure Albert Pujols has a job at first base for the Cardinals for the next eight to ten years?

Now that campaign is kaput, what happens to the Tilley-Mobile? 

St. Louis Post-Dispatch: Political Fix - BY JAKE WAGMAN 
Posted: Tuesday, November 15, 2011 10:30 am 

ST. LOUIS • Republicans wasted no time seizing the opportunity left by state House Speaker Steve Tilley's surprise departure from the lieutenant governor's race.

But questions remain about the Perryville lawmaker's political future. Will he make an endorsement in the race? How will he fare as a lame duck speaker? What happens to the $1.5 million in his election fund?

And perhaps most vexing: The fate of his groovetastic campaign van.

Among the flotsam of Tilley's abandoned bid for statewide office is a custom-painted campaign van that may be missing from the set of Dazed and Confused.
According to campaign filings, the van was actually purchased in April by the Tilley campaign for $3,000 from State Sen. Bob Dixon, a Republican from Springfield.

The reports show the campaign paid insurance on the van, though makes no mention of who gave the van its distiguished paint job: Royal blue with "Steven Tilley" in white and red lettering, flanked by streaming stars.

Eat your heart out, Scooby-Doo.

The van was recently spotted in Columbia, about 30 minutes from Tilley's Capitol office.

Unless Tilley wants to paint over the "Lt." and run for governor next year, the vans seems like a casualty of misplaced political ambitions.

Although the next time Foreigner decides to tour the Midwest, they know whom to call for a ride. 

Does Missouri Allow Convicted Felons to Possess Guns?
Riverfront Times - By John H. Tucker
Tue., Nov. 15 2011 at 10:00 AM

In a 4,650-word, front-page treatise in yesterday's New York Times, author Michael Luo lays bare a significant trend: each year, thousands of felons across the country have their gun rights reinstated following prison sentences, despite a federal law that strips away the right to bear arms for anyone convicted of a felony.

The explanation is simple. When it comes to the Second Amendment, state law trumps federal law. Beginning in the 1980s, Congress began allowing state legislatures to dictate gun reinstatement policies, which resulted in more than 3,300 felons and people convicted of domestic violence misdemeanors regaining the right to own a gun since 1995, according to the Times report. Of that number, Luo reports, 400, or thirteen percent, have subsequently committed new crimes, half of which were felonies, including murder. 

The Times report did not name every single state that permits felons to reapply for gun ownership. So where does Missouri stand in this heat-packing debate? 

Perhaps surprisingly, Missouri is more restrictive than other states when it comes to keeping guns out of the hands of criminals. According to Special Agent Trista Frederick, a spokesperson for the Kansas City Field Division of the U.S. Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, no convicted felon may possess a firearm or ammunition in Missouri -- unless they receive a pardon from the governor. 

A spokesman for Gov. Jay Nixon says the governor has not issued such a pardon during his tenure in the statehouse, which stretches back to 2009.

Missouri's gun restrictions for felons tightened up relatively recently, which goes against the tenor of the Times article. Before August 2008, only individuals convicted of "dangerous" felonies were stripped of their right to bear arms -- and they could reapply for gun ownership five years after their crimes. But the law was changed to prohibit all felons from gun possession. That revision is outlined in Missouri House Bill 2034, which was signed by then-Gov. Matt Blunt. The full statute on gun ownership can be found here. 

One of the problems with the original statute was that sexual assault and robbery were not classified as "dangerous" felonies at the time. In addition, the law only applied to concealable weapons so, in theory, a convicted felon lugging around an AK-47 was safe from the law.

Critics of the statute question why someone who commits a non-violent felony should be stripped of his gun rights. A breakdown of the reasoning behind the revised law, including the perceived problems with it, appeared in the Missouri Law Review in 2009.

Despite the tight restrictions, advocates against gun violence still criticize Missouri for being lax on firearm regulation. In a report released last year by the Legal Community Against Violence, Missouri ranked 39 out of 50 in gun-violence prevention. The authors of the report cited various examples for the state's low ranking. Among them: Missouri does not require a background check prior to the transfer of a firearm between private parties; prohibit the transfer or possession of assault weapons, 50 caliber rifles, or large capacity ammunition magazines; license or significantly regulate firearms dealers; or limit the number of firearms that may be purchased at one time.

In 2007, 759 people died from firearm-related injuries in Missouri, the authors reported.

EDITORIALS … & Letters to the Editor
Letters to the editor, November 16 

St. Louis Post-Dispatch
Posted: Wednesday, November 16, 2011 12:00 am

St. Charles' frustrated fairy's unfortunate cursing need not have left her jobless

Sugar Plum Fairy Laura Coppinger's drug test snafu need not have swelled the ranks of the St. Charles unemployed ("Festival clips Sugar Plum Fairy's wings," Nov. 12). If only the testing facility had followed the 50-page Urine Specimen Collection Guidelines issued by federal regulators, Ms. Coppinger would have avoided her fateful flush, remaining as December's Pied Piper of historic Main Street.

Just last October, Washington, D.C., bureaucrats met head on the pitfalls confronting the harried urine specimen provider. According to the U.S. Department of Transportation's Urine Specimen Collection Guidelines, "Inadvertently flushing the toilet does not automatically require any corrective action by the collector or a recollection." The regulation further suggests: "to guard against this action, the collector may want to place a card with instructions not to flush by the toilet handle or tape or otherwise secure the handle with tamper-evident tape." It is not often that one finds so many practical pointers packed into a mere 50 pages.

As a high school government and economics teacher I hope that the paper reports on more instances in which rigorous adherence to federal regulatory protocols would lead to less rather than more unemployment.

Finally, regarding the frustrated fairy's unfortunate cursing, surely the First Amendment extends to naughty words muttered by out-of-uniform holiday sprites.

Mark Bayles • St. Louis County

Loving role

Regarding "Festival clips Sugar Plum Fairy's wings" (Nov. 12): The city of St. Charles should rehire the Sugar Plum Fairy. I cannot believe that the city would fire someone who has put so much time, energy and love into her role.

As she said, "Everyone makes mistakes." Well, the city needs to correct its mistake immediately and apologize to her for this treatment. My grandkids and I have looked forward to seeing her this year, as we have in the past. Christmas will not be the same.

Gayle Lyles • St. Peters

A new twist

Regarding "Festival clips Sugar Plum Fairy's wings" (Nov. 12): I am one person who is happy to see her go. Her own statement in the article is true, "I even had this obnoxious, high-pitched voice that you could hear three blocks away." The character she created might have been enjoyed by some, but to others it was annoying. She ruined every Christmas Tradition marshmallow roast with her shrill voice. Our family immediately moved on when she showed up.

I hope the St. Charles Christmas Traditions committee will give someone else a chance to create a Sugar Plum Fairy character with a new twist and more pleasant voice.

Cheri Barnhart • St. Louis

Not coming back

I just finished reading "Festival clips Sugar Plum Fairy's wings" (Nov. 12), about the lady who for six years has performed as the Sugar Plum Fairy in St. Charles. I can't believe she was fired for saying a curse word that was not directed at anyone while she was at a drug-testing lab. I'm sure that's never happened there before, right?

What is wrong with the people in the city's human resources department? Don't they have anything else to do?

As much as I and my family have enjoyed shopping and dining in St. Charles before, it won't see us or our money this holiday season.

In following with the "old town look," the Sugar Plum Fairy is lucky the city doesn't still use the rack for punishment.

Bob Parry • O'Fallon, Mo.

Get organized

I believe in the right to assembly, the freedom of speech and the right to protest wrongs. These are fundamental to the American principles that were established in our Constitution's Bill of Rights.

I was and am disgusted by and angry about the abuses and apparently legalized fraud committed by the investment bankers who swindled the investors with bundled high-risk loans and investments and reaped huge bonuses and salaries leaving the taxpayers to bail out companies deemed too big to fail. It should not have happened, and it happened only because of greed and the lack of control by government agencies set up to oversee those institutions.

I share the frustration and anger of the people who invested in real estate on the basis of appreciation and the desire for a home of their own.

I understand the principles of the protests in every major city of the country. However, I do not feel that the protesters are furthering their cause by ignoring municipal codes of the cities, disrupting the use of public property for the taxpayers and creating unsanitary conditions.

I am concerned that the worthy intent of the original idea is being tainted by some who look on this as a lark, a party.

The protesters need leadership but seem to reject it in favor of disorganization. Maybe they should have started by writing their congressmen, flooding the Internet with thoughtful explanations of their concerns, holding private meetings to organize and then marched — just as other successful protesters have done.

Harold W. Kerr • Wright City

East of Indy

Too many of the 99 percent have not taken a moment to visualize the magnitude of wealth inequality. Numbers often reported (with little variance or dispute) indicate that 1 percent own 35 percent of the wealth in this country. To put that into perspective, 1 percent of the U.S. population is roughly equal to the Indianapolis metropolitan area. Imagine. if you will, if the population of Indianapolis owned every single thing eastward, all the way to the Atlantic. The remaining 99 percent of us share what is west of Indy. Got it? One percent owns everything east of Indy; we share what is weast of Indy. Put that way, it is difficult if not impossible to believe that wealth inequality is the natural result of the wealthy working that much harder or smarter or longer than 99 percent of us. No collusion? No manipulation? No corruption? No repression? Just a better mouse trap, a little elbow grease and the great American spirit, is that it? Baloney.

Now imagine that a population roughly half that of New York City owns 25 percent of the Earth, and you begin to understand our future.

Are you getting this yet?

Fritz Korte • Pacific

Boasting over a bad bill

Regarding "Senate OKs bill to help homeless vets" (Nov. 11): The Senate passed 95-0 a "bill to help unemployed veterans and government contractors that includes the first small slivers of President Barack Obama's jobs agenda that he is likely to sign into law." The story said the vote "gave lawmakers the opportunity to fly home to holiday events and boast about helping veterans and protecting jobs."

The conclusion of the news article reported "this would be paid for by extending a fee the Veterans Affairs Department charges to back home loans. Annulling the withholding law would cost the government $11.2 billion over the next decade. The legislation makes up the lost revenue by making it harder for some Social Security beneficiaries to qualify for Medicaid, the federal-state health program for low-income people."

Senators are boasting about passing a bill that supposedly is helping veterans but, in reality, will be paid for by veterans and low-income people.

Are Sens. Claire McCaskill, D-Mo., and Roy Blunt, R-Mo., proud of their votes?

Rosemary and Tony Petruso • St. Louis County
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Kansas City Star
Updated: 2011-11-16T02:14:30Z, Posted on Tue, Nov. 15, 2011 08:14 PM

Ensuring better care

As the Senior Advocate for Missouri, I am appalled at the utter failure of Gov. Jay Nixon and the Department of Health and Senior Services to adequately address the in-home health care crisis for Missouri’s seniors and disabled population. I continue to hear of seniors waiting months for the department to do a simple assessment for health care services.

Many seniors have been forced into nursing homes at a much higher cost to taxpayers. It has been weeks since I raised this issue, and the department and the Nixon administration obstinately refuse to change their assessment process. Instead, the department’s only response has been a statement that it is processing assessments “with faster services and shorter wait times than under the former private contractor.” But that performance was so poor public outrage and legislative pressure forced an end to that contract. 

The standard should be the Missouri statute, which requires assessments within 15 days. Further, the department’s statement on its performance is refuted by providers, who rated the department poorly. 

It’s time for the Nixon administration to work with providers and lawmakers to ensure Missouri’s most vulnerable citizens get the care they need. 

Lt. Gov. Peter Kinder - Cape Girardeau, Mo.

Better solution for KC

Let me try and understand. A black mayor and a black police chief have collaborated and concocted a plan to lessen crime. Their plan is to send more police into high crime areas.

Those are areas inhabited primarily by minorities. This would seem to logically lead to more arrests and imprisoning of minorities, who already are imprisoned at an alarming rate.

Instead of increasing the number of police I would ask for that money to be invested in providing opportunities for success — such as more teachers, more business investment, more entrepreneurial involvement and more hope.

More cops are never the long-term answer unless you prefer a police state to one with freedom and liberties.

Larry Hitchcock - Westwood Hills

Deadbeat corporations

Lately I have been reading some articles and comments from self-identified conservatives complaining about so-called “deadbeats” or “lazy people who won’t work” because they are among the 45 percent of Americans who do not pay federal income taxes. These are people who, mostly through no fault of their own, do not earn enough money to owe federal income taxes.

Because the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that corporations are “people,” I’ve wondered about some of the corporations that do not pay federal income taxes.

Should we call these “people” (corporations) “deadbeats” because they don’t pay any federal income taxes?

Judi Vallejo - Overland Park

End predatory lending

Payday loans are designed to keep borrowers trapped in a cycle of debt. Small dollar lenders operated in Missouri until the 1990s with a usury cap of 28 percent APR.

Today the payday and car title lenders allow two weeks to repay the loan and do not allow for partial payments to help pay down the debt. A $300 loan could cost more than $700 to repay.

According to the testimony of numerous state agencies, predatory lending reform would have no cost to the state, their cities, or their counties. These lending store fronts employ only a small number of workers who make low wages.

This industry drains millions of dollars from Missouri families each year. Missouri ranks among the top in the country for predatory lending.

The people of Missouri need economic dignity and lending justice. We need to stop this debt trap.

Valorie Bratcher - Kansas City

Price freeze needed

I read that 20 to 25 percent of children are food insecure. Seniors with frozen Social Security and pensions are reaching deeply into savings to meet rising prices, which are hurting them more than any tax increase.

People are unable to sell their homes to make necessary moves. Meanwhile, chief executives have given themselves 11 percent pay raises, and the Republicans have pledged to protect the rich from additional taxation.

The tea party wants to downsize government by laying off perhaps an additional million people or more government employees. The distribution of a majority of the wealth to only a few is delaying recovery from the current bad economy as the rich are holding onto their wealth or sending it abroad rather than creating jobs in the U.S.

This is all very wrong. It is time for the Republican Party to tear up the Grover Norquist pledge and to tax the money that the wealthy are not using to create jobs. As an alternative to this, we could roll back prices to the 2007 level and freeze them there.

This should not be a problem as the politicians deny that there has been any inflation.

Judith L. Dillon - Lee’s Summit

Fighting fire with fire

We all know the rule of how to fight a fire. You fight fire with fire.

Al-Qaida terrorists’ main goal is to destroy the United States through fear of bomb threats to break our will. Knowing that the nation of Syria gives cover to known leaders of al-Qaida we should inform Syria any attack or attempted attack on any part of the United States or its people or its military will result in the immediate military action against the nation of Syria.

A statement this strong just might get attention.

Edward “Gomer” Moody - Kansas City

Front page for troops

When I was young (longer ago then I want to admit), I would read the front page of the Des Moines Register and Tribune during breakfast. On the front page every day were the names and ages of the soldiers that died in the Vietnam War that week.

It made a lasting impression on me, and I find myself thinking more about it all the time. My letter has two points: First, I challenge The Kansas City Star to print the names, ages and hometowns of all U.S. military personnel killed in the two conflicts we are in on the front page. And second, we the people need to push for an end to all the fighting. 

I listened to a discussion the other day about Iraq and Afghanistan. U.S. troops will be out of Iraq soon. But if there is not any agreement on why we are in different countries, if the people don’t remember, it is certainly time to come home notwithstanding the names that could be printed on the front page.

David Farrington - Overland Park

Improving life’s quality

I am totally stumped why anyone is against fighting global warming. Why would anyone argue against having cleaner air to breathe or having cleaner water to drink?

Why would we not want to find alternative ways to power cars? Why would we not want to find greener cheaper ways to power our world?

The Earth is getting hotter, and there is no disputing that. Say the people who argue against man made global warming are wrong. Then what happens when it’s too late?

Sea levels start to rise, the air is too polluted, and nature starts to die off. I know these sound extreme, but even a couple degrees rise in the temperature would set off a chain reaction.

Now say the believers of man-made global warming are wrong. What’s the worst possible outcome? A cleaner safer environment to live in, our dependence on foreign oil goes away, and we enjoy the creation of countless jobs. I am aware that these things would cost money, but isn’t the quality of life worth it? 

Paul Warwick - Kansas City

Time to be kind to pets

Why do you people get animals, and when the pets grow up people take them out and “dump” them somewhere? Whoever dumped a little male Australian Shepherd, black and white in the area of Highway 10 between Elkhorn and Woodheights should be punished.

We need laws for people who do such things. The little dog found me.

We’ve fed him and given him vitamin cookies. We made him a bed on the back porch because he didn’t want to come into the house.

He found a way out of the back yard and got out on Highway 10 and was hit that morning. People drive in an uncaring manner out here.

Especially coming over a hill and on a curve and have no idea what is coming up on the other side. The lady who hit him had to be going 65 mph because her car dragged his bleeding lifeless body more than 200 feet.

If you can’t keep an animal, call Little Rascals Pet Rescue in Excelsior Springs. They will try and find homes for just about any animal.

Cherokee Cheetah - Excelsior Springs
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