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Schweich-Nixon budget fight gets day in court

By Virginia Young, St. Louis Post-Dispatch

JEFFERSON CITY • Did Gov. Jay Nixon overstep his authority in June when he announced he was withholding $172 million from the state budget to balance the books and pay for disaster relief?

The answer may come down to placement of a comma.

Special Missouri Assistant Attorney General Edward "Chip" Robertson argued this morning in Cole County Circuit Court that Nixon acted within his constitutional authority to manage the state's finances.

While Nixon can permanently reduce spending only if there is a revenue shortfall, Robertson said that condition doesn't apply to Nixon's power to temporarily slow the rate of spending because a comma in the constitution separates the two powers.

That comma puts the powers into independent clauses, Robertson said, citing "the Bible about punctuation," a writing handbook called "The Elements of Style," by Strunk and White.

Auditor Tom Schweich's chief litigation counsel, Darrell Moore, used a different grammar source: his 10th grade composition teacher.

Comma-separated or not, the governor's powers to control and permanently reduce spending are "connected," Moore said. "There is a relationship between these two."

Moreover, Nixon "misconstrued and misused" the power to slow the rate of spending by making permanent cuts -- for example, to higher education -- before the budget year even began on July 1, Moore said.

"Restrict or withhold, the bottom line's the same," Moore said. "You can only do that when actual revenues are less."

After hearing the arguments, Circuit Judge Jon Beetem took the case under advisement. Whichever way he rules, the decision is likely to be appealed to the Missouri Supreme Court.

Both sides say the case is an important one that will determine how much authority the governor holds over the budget vis-à-vis the Legislature.

Nixon contends he can spend millions on disaster aid because the Legislature included an open-ended appropriation to cover emergencies.

The state needed to commit matching funds for disaster relief for Joplin, so the governor decided to "basically borrow it from other appropriations...because the tornado knocked the town down,"  Robertson said.

Robertson said Nixon hasn't decided whether his cuts are permanent.

"It only becomes a reduction if the governor says, ‘You can never spend this money,' which he has not done yet," Robertson said.

Moore countered that while the state needs to rebuild Joplin after the devastating tornado, Nixon is "going about it the wrong way."

The governor should have vetoed the funds he wanted to cut, Moore said, which would have required him to state his reasons and give the Legislature an opportunity to override the veto.

"Where does it say (in the constitution) he gets to take $14.9 million for public universities and shift it over to disaster relief?" Moore asked. "It's not there."

He noted that Nixon's budget documents portrayed the cutbacks in terms of how much they reduced an agency's spending compared to the prior year.

"It's clear these were meant to be permanent" cuts, Moore said.

Judge Beetem asked Robertson whether there was any check on the governor's discretion to temporarily withhold funds from one area and spend them on another.

Only "a political check," Robertson said, through voters' ability to weigh in during the next election. He also cited the Legislature's ability to revamp the budget the following year.

Moore responded: "We're told the only consequence should be the election? No, there's a constitution for a purpose."

Moore, Schweich's staff lawyer, is a former Greene County prosecutor.

Robertson, a private attorney who is representing Nixon for free, is a former Missouri Supreme Court judge. Appointed to the court in 1985 by former Gov. John Ashcroft, Robertson retired in 1998.

Governor, Auditor face off in court over budget cuts

By Tim Sampson, Missouri News Horizon

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. — After a morning of impassioned courtroom arguments, a Cole County Circuit Court Judge is now mulling over whether Gov. Jay Nixon over-stepped his constitutional bounds by unilaterally making changes to the state budget to help pay for natural disaster clean-up.

Judge Jon Beetem made no immediate ruling Monday morning after hearing arguments from attorneys representing the Democratic governor and the Republican State Auditor, Tom Schweich.

At question is whether or not Nixon had the authority to withhold $170 million from the state budget this year – money that had already been designated by the state legislature for other purposes. The cuts where announced as a means to assure that the state would have enough money to finance clean-up efforts resulting from the Joplin tornado, the Missouri and Mississippi river floods and other sporadic disasters this year.

In August, Schweich filed a lawsuit against the governor, arguing that he twisted a provision of the state constitution to extend beyond its original intention.

The governor has insisted that cuts made to the budget are temporary and allowed under a constitutional provision that gives him authority to control the rate of state spending.

But Schweich and his attorneys have contended that Nixon’s cuts are intended to be permanent. And they say the constitution only gives the governor authority to withhold previously appropriated funds if revenues come up short. They say he does not have the ability to single-handedly make cuts to respond to sudden, unexpected expenditures like disaster recovery.

Judge weighing Nixon's budget cuts

By Associated Press, St. Joseph News-Press

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. — The power of Missouri governors to make budget cuts could come down to a judge's interpretation of the power of a comma. 

In court arguments Monday, attorneys for Democratic Gov. Jay Nixon argued that a well-placed comma in the Missouri Constitution gives governors the authority to make budget cuts regardless of whether revenues are running short or ahead of projections. An attorney for Republican Auditor Tom Schweich dissected the sentence differently, diminishing the effect of the comma and arguing that Nixon has "misconstrued and misused" his gubernatorial powers. 

Cole County Circuit Judge Jon Beetem issued no immediate ruling on the case. 

At issue is about $170 million of budget cuts announced in June by Nixon for the 2012 fiscal year that began July 1. The cuts affected public colleges and universities, student scholarships, the judiciary and early childhood programs, among other things. Nixon said they were necessary, in part, to help pay for the unexpected costs of the deadly Joplin tornado and major flooding. 

Schweich's lawsuit against Nixon centers on a section of the Missouri Constitution that states, "The governor may control the rate at which any appropriation is expended during the period of the appropriation by allotment or other means, and may reduce the expenditures of the state or any of its agencies below their appropriations whenever the actual revenues are less than the revenue estimates upon which the appropriations were based." 

There is no dispute that the second half of the sentence gives governors authority to make budget cuts when revenues fall below projections. But Missouri's revenues generally are on track with projections this fiscal year. Nixon's legal team contends this year's budget cuts were made under a separate power granted by the first half of the sentence to control the rate of expenditures — regardless of the status of state revenues. 

Former Supreme Court Judge Edward "Chip" Robertson, who is representing Nixon, displayed a large poster of the constitutional section in the courtroom and quoted from a guidebook on proper grammar and punctuation. The comma in front of the word "and" means the sentence contains two separate clauses — thus two separate powers for the governor, he said. 

Robertson said the June announcement was merely a temporary restriction on spending, authorized under the first half of the sentence, which could be made permanent later in the year if actual revenues fall short. 

"What's at stake here is the ability for the governor to make sure our budget is balanced within the appropriations provided by the General Assembly," Robertson said. 

Former Greene County Prosecutor Darrell Moore, who now works for Schweich, also cited the grammar guidebook while arguing that the word "and" implies there is a relation between the two halves of the sentence. Moore argued that Nixon was not merely controlling the rate of expenditures with his June announcement but had intended to permanently reduce them — a move that ran afoul of the constitution because revenues had not fallen short. 

Moore noted that documents released in June by Nixon's administration did not use the word temporary in front of a list of budget cuts. He also cited a July memo by Nixon's budget director, Linda Luebbering, directing state agencies to submit proposed 2013 budget requests "that make permanent their June expenditure restriction amounts." Moore dismissed Nixon's contention that the June cuts were only temporary until a determination could be made later about whether revenues would fall short. 

"He engages in this gimmick that, I submit, no other governor ever has done," Moore said. 

Schweich's lawsuit also contends Nixon violated his constitutional authority by shifting money away from education and other programs to pay for disaster relief. Nixon said the shift was justified because the budget line for disaster relief contains an "e'' next to the dollar amount — indicating it is an estimate that can be expanded to unlimited amounts to cover needs.
Moberly rep wants Tilley to back down

By Rudi Keller, Columbia Daily Tribune

Critics of Moberly’s involvement with Mamtek U.S. Inc., including House Speaker Steve Tilley, should leave the town alone and let it work out the problem, state Rep. Randy Asbury said in a news release issued Saturday.

Reacting to Tilley’s call for a state audit of Moberly, Asbury said he “was both astounded and deeply disappointed” by the move. The reaction is unusual in Missouri politics because it puts the freshman Republican lawmaker, whose district includes Moberly, in direct opposition to Tilley, a Perryville Republican who has been a top party leader in the House for four years.

In calling for Moberly to be audited, Tilley said the failure of the project “threatened to bankrupt the community” and that an audit would provide residents with solid information about the city’s future financial health.

“There is no factual basis for these statements and political rhetoric of this type only worsens and (sic) already difficult situation,” Asbury said in his news release. He did not return a call this morning.

Moberly borrowed $39 million in July 2010 to build and equip a factory to produce artificial sweetener. The project also won approval for $17.6 million in state tax credits and other incentives. The company promised 612 jobs within a few years, but construction of the factory shut down after Mamtek missed its Aug. 1 payment on the bonds. Repaying the bonds would cost $57.3 million over the next 15 years. Asbury said Moberly is not obligated to make those payments. 

In his letter, Tilley wrote, “a simple Google search by the Nixon administration would have uncovered glaring red flags” that would have raised questions about the project. He asked for audits of Moberly and the Department of Economic Development.

To audit Moberly, Missouri Auditor Tom Schweich must either receive a request from Gov. Jay Nixon or a citizen petition. Tilley asked Nixon to direct Schweich to conduct the audit.

“Perhaps ‘a simple Google search’ would have clarified that the city has No bond liability, is not in danger of bankruptcy and that there is no need to fear for the city’s future,” Asbury wrote in reply. He called on Nixon and Schweich to disregard Tilley’s request.

The bonds were issued by the Moberly Industrial Development Authority. The city is not legally obligated to repay the money if the project dies, but failure to do so could have a significant impact on the city’s future financial health. Standard & Poor’s already has cut the city’s credit rating. The Mamtek bonds themselves were downgraded to near-junk status, and recent trades show bondholders can expect to get back 60 percent of their investment or less if they sell the bonds.

Tilley could not be reached for comment this morning. Nixon’s office did not respond to an email and a telephone message asking if the governor would honor Tilley’s request. Schweich spokesman Spence Jackson said the auditor’s office wants to “conduct a thorough review before deciding what action to take.”

If Schweich steps in, his office would be the fifth official inquiry into Mamtek. The federal Securities and Exchange Commission is investigating, as is Attorney General Chris Koster and two legislative committees.

If Moberly is left alone, Asbury wrote, it can solve the problems. Instead, the city “has been a political pawn in the midst of a media-frenzy,” draining the effort to find a new user for the factory. 

“I do not fear investigations; however, I do question how many are necessary to complete the task,” he said.

The community needs to rally behind Mayor Bob Riley and Moberly Area Economic Development Corp. President Corey Mehaffy, Asbury wrote. “They have done nothing wrong, have nothing to hide and do not deserve to be the butt of ongoing misinformation and criticism. I trusted them at the outset of the Mamtek project and I trust them today.”

Asbury also lashed out at the media. “Let this; too, serve to put the headline seekers, scandal mongers and Bob Woodward wannabes on notice: If you come to Moberly, come bearing the facts or expect to be called out by the community regardless of who you are or what position you hold. It’s time for the jokes, rumors and outright misinformation to cease.”

Mamtek bond issue sparks call for Moberly audit

By Associated Press, Columbia Missourian

MOBERLY — A Republican lawmaker from the Moberly area is at odds with the Missouri House leader on whether the city should be audited because of a failed deal for an artificial sweetener factory.

Last week, House Speaker Steven Tilley suggested the state auditor should look into Moberly's finances, as well as the tax credit programs run by the Department of Economic Development. Tilley cited the failure of Mamtek U.S. Inc., which had received a $39 million bond issuance from Moberly and a pledge of additional state incentives to open a factory in Moberly.

But state Rep. Randy Asbury, of Higbee, said there's no need to audit Moberly. Although Mamtek missed a bond payment, Asbury said the city has no bond liability and is not in financial danger.

Schnucks salad bars are focus of E. coli investigation 

By Blythe Bernhard, St. Louis Post-Dispatch

ST. LOUIS • One week after first learning of E. coli infections across the region, St. Louis County health department officials acknowledged Monday that Schnucks salad bars are a focus of the investigation into the source of the outbreak.

An "overwhelming majority" of the 34 people ages 1-94 with reported E. coli infections had recently eaten unspecified items from salad bars at various Schnucks locations, said county health spokesman John Shelton.

The Post-Dispatch first reported Thursday that Schnucks had voluntarily replaced some produce in its salad bars and that the salads were a common link in some of the cases. Four people interviewed by the newspaper said they were diagnosed with E. coli infections and had eaten produce from salad bars at Schnucks in High Ridge, Ladue, downtown St. Louis and Ballwin.

Lori Willis, spokeswoman for Schnucks, acknowledged last week that the company's stores had voluntarily pulled some items, including lettuce from salad bars, on the advice of their food safety team.

The company put out a news release Monday that stated in part: "To date, no tests taken from Schnucks stores have come back positive for E. coli and no original source has been pinpointed, but Schnucks Food Safety is taking every possible precaution."

The company said it was not surprising that people reported eating at Schnucks, "the dominant salad bar operator in the St. Louis metropolitan area."

Officials from the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention arrived Friday in St. Louis to help with the investigation into the outbreak but referred most questions to the Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services.

The state health department, which is leading the investigation, has released little information and said lab testing is ongoing. Jacqueline Lapine, spokeswoman for the department, has not returned repeated phone calls.

Anyone who tests positive for an E. coli infection in the hospital is interviewed by local health department representatives, who said they did not feel confident until Monday about revealing a possible source of the bacteria.

"We moved as fast as we can," Shelton said.

Cathy Diehl of Jefferson County said she was surprised that health officials did not collect the leftover salad containing spinach, mixed romaine lettuce, hard boiled eggs and carrots from Schnucks in High Ridge that her 9-year-old daughter, Lauren York, had eaten before she was hospitalized for a week with an E. coli infection.

"I feel like I'm trying to protect others and to be as cooperative as we can," she said. "Something this serious, I feel like it could have been handled a little bit better."

Lauren experienced extreme pain and is still weakened by the illness, Diehl said.

"She would just for hours scream 'help me, help me, help me,'" Diehl said. "People should be aware it's life-threatening."

Diehl said she wants officials to be forthcoming about any potential source of the infections.

"It's not a blame thing, I just don't want anybody else to get sick," she said.

Jefferson County health director Dennis Diehl, no known relation, said the state had collected samples from Schnucks stores and distribution centers. Any samples in people's homes may not contain reliable information, Dennis Diehl said.

"Once people have any product at home, even though we might not suspect it or have any reason to think this could happen, they've got the opportunity to either mishandle it accidentally or on purpose," he said.

One woman said St. Louis County health officials came to her University City home to collect strawberries and blueberries she bought at the Schnucks in Ladue.

St. Louis County health officials also collected produce from Schnucks stores. Anyone concerned about their produce at home should throw it out, Shelton said.

Shelton also stressed that anyone experiencing bloody diarrhea, the common symptom experienced in the outbreak, should seek medical attention immediately. Rare complications can include kidney failure.

The incubation time between an E. coli infection and the start of symptoms can take up to 10 days. The first case was reported to the county on Oct. 24.

Parents of sickened children said they are concerned about the damage to their children's eating habits and preferences after getting sick from something supposed to be healthy for them.

Maria McHugh said her 11-year-old daughter was hospitalized for five days. The girl had eaten from the salad bar at the Schnucks on Manchester Road in Ballwin, McHugh said.

"She will never eat anything that's leafy green again, and spinach is one of her favorite vegetables," McHugh said. "How do we bring these kids back to healthy eating?"

Missouri farmers seldom use Farm Service Agency emergency loans

By Emily Garnett, Columbia Missourian

COLUMBIA — The words "natural disaster" often evoke vivid images of hurricanes and wildfires and the devastated landscapes they leave behind.

But 101 out of 114 counties in Missouri, including Boone County, have been federally designated as natural disaster areas as of Oct. 17, due to drought and excessive heat this summer.

"This sort of thing happens all the time," said Dan Gieseke, farm loan chief for the Farm Service Agency of Missouri.

The natural disaster designation gives farmers access to a special, low-interest emergency loan, but the aging loan program is increasingly under-used.

In 2011 alone, Boone County has been designated a natural disaster area four times by either President Barack Obama or U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack.

This year isn't exceptional. In four of the past five years, Boone County has received a natural disaster area designation at some point during the year.

Gieseke rattled off the official natural disasters the state has seen this year.

"Well, we had a blizzard in February, then flooding in the Missouri Bootheel, then more flooding along the Missouri River from the Gavins Point Dam (in South Dakota), then the drought," he said. "And now we're considering whether a hailstorm in August in northwestern Missouri qualifies, too."

The natural disaster designation allows farmers who have lost at least 30 percent of their crop yield to apply for low-interest emergency loans to cover damage. In order to qualify for the low interest rate, they must be unable to secure loans from private, conventional creditors, according to Mark Mudd, the Farm Service Agency loan officer for seven Missouri counties, including Boone and Callaway.

There is no requirement that the losses declared by farmers in a disaster area are the result of the disaster in question, Gieseke said. As long as producers live within a designated disaster area and can prove they lost 30 percent of their average crop yield, they can apply for a loan.

It is up to the Farm Service Agency to verify the losses. Many producers have crop insurance, and those companies keep yield records for their customers, so often verification is as simple as checking with the farmer's insurer. But those who don't have insurance turn in self-reported yield records, and Farm Service Agency officers must look at income tax returns and grain receipts to verify their reports.

Mudd said that as far as he knows, Boone County farmers haven't applied for one of these loans since the mid-1990s.

Emergency loans make up only a small percentage of total farm loans distributed each year, Gieseke said.

So far this year, for example, the Farm Service Agency has handed out 1,234 loans in Missouri, totaling over $184 million. Of those loans, six were emergency loans made available in natural disaster areas, totaling $265,290.  

At the request of Gov. Jay Nixon, local committees called county emergency boards meet and produce an estimate of agricultural losses due to proposed natural disasters.

"They meet with some producers, take a tour of the county sometimes and see what they can see," Gieseke said. "It's very unscientific."

Boone County's emergency board consists of five members: Kim Viers, director of the Farm Service Agency in Boone County; Robert Hagedorn, a district conservationist for the Natural Resource Conservation Service; and three local farmers from different regions in the county who make up the Boone County Farm Service Agency Committee, Carol Riedel (northeast), David Grant (east-central) and Troy Douglas (northwest).

Based on its evaluations, the board comes up with an estimate of crop yield losses for Boone County.

Grant said farmers on the board evaluate the condition of the crops and grasses in their area, talk to other producers and try to keep in mind rainfall and temperature data.

"In the end, we give an opinion, really," he said.

The resulting damage estimates are sent to a state emergency board, which reviews them and sends them to the national Farm Service Agency in Washington, D.C. After another review, they are signed by Vilsack or the president.

Grant said most producers in the area would qualify for the required 30 percent crop loss this year, particularly those growing corn.

"Yeah, I’d feel pretty confident that in many places we’ve had as much as 40 to 50 percent decrease in corn production," he said. He estimated that his yields are down more than 30 percent. 

But like many agricultural producers in the county, he has crop insurance and won't be applying for any emergency loans.

The low-interest nature of the emergency loans doesn't impress him.

"After all," he said, "a loan is still a loan," and producers will still be taking on debt.

Gieseke said the 3.75 percent interest rate of emergency loans isn't much lower than many other loans available to farmers through other Farm Service Agency programs or through private, local creditors.

A rising number of farmers covered by crop insurance has weakened the need for emergency loans.

Darrell Campbell, director of the Farm Service Agency in Callaway County, estimates 60 to 70 percent of Missouri's agricultural producers are covered by some form of insurance.

Campbell said the loan process itself acts as a deterrent. "There's too many bells and whistles to go through," he said, referring to the large amount of collateral that the emergency loan program requires.

The program, as it stands, has been in place since 1961, said Kent Politsch, chief of public affairs for the Farm Service Agency in Washington, D.C. 

"We have records of disaster loans being available as early as 1918," he said. "It's a fairly old practice."

Even given its old age and what he acknowledged as a low level of use, Politsch doesn't believe the program has outgrown its use.

"I don’t think it’s ever outdated," he said. "Our purpose is to be a safety net." 

Student loan reform affects local students 

By Kelsey Ryan, Joplin Globe

JOPLIN, Mo. — For Missouri Southern State University students like Ashley Cook, a senior elementary education major from Joplin, the reforms to student loans announced last week by President Barack Obama may have an impact on how much she will owe once she graduates.

“I’ll have two kids by the time I graduate, so it would be helpful,” she said. “It would allow you to not pay as much per month. It would allow you to have some left over for sure.”

The future teacher, who already pays nearly $200 a month on private loans, also has some federal loans and is finishing up a degree she started 10 years ago. She thinks she’ll have $35,000 worth of loans when she graduates, but she said her federal loans don’t bother her as much as her private loan.

“As a teacher, I’m going to have such a small salary,” Cook said. “By the time you take out the mortgage and get down to living costs, there’s not a whole lot left over anyway.”

1.6 MILLION BORROWERS

Cook may be one of the 1.6 million borrowers the Obama administration estimates would qualify for loan forgiveness after 10 years of paying federal loans as a public service worker. The plan also includes consolidating federal loans and moving up the start date for income-based repayment.

More than 36 million Americans now have federal student loan debt.

In 2010, Obama proposed and Congress passed an income-based repayment plan that allows borrowers to cap their monthly payments at 15 percent of their discretionary income. The plan is scheduled to reduce that limit to 10 percent starting July 1, 2014, but Obama is trying to implement that measure for borrowers by 2012, which might affect students like Cook.

According to information distributed by the White House, a teacher earning $30,000 a year with $25,000 in federal loans has a standard repayment of $287 per month. Through income-based repayment, the payment would go down to $171, and under the Pay As You Earn plan, the payment would be reduced to $114. Public service workers would be eligible for loan forgiveness after 10 years of payments.

According to the Project on Student Debt, Missouri students who attend public and private four-year institutions have an average of $21,360 in student loan debt.

Becca Diskin, director of financial aid at Missouri Southern, said MSSU students graduated with an average of $18,330 in student loan debt last year. She said 90 percent of Missouri Southern students get student loans, grants or scholarships to help pay for their classes.

“Two things that most directly impact MSSU students (under the Obama plan) is that they would have the opportunity to consolidate their loans into one, and their maximum payment would be based on 10 percent of their discretionary income, so when they get out of school here their loan payments would be less,” Diskin said.

MSSU GRADUATES

The percentage of MSSU graduates who default on repaying their loans is the same as the national average, 8.8 percent. Diskin said the university has loan counseling, and educates students as freshmen about taking out and repaying loans. She said the university encourages students to look at scholarships and grants before taking out loans, but that the percentage of students with loans and the amount they are borrowing are going up, partially because of the economic downturn.

Andrew Bass, a sophomore pre-engineering major from Joplin, said he likely will have $20,000 to $30,000 in student loans by the time he graduates. He said he doesn’t think the new reform measures are a good idea in the current economic climate.

“It’s going to benefit students in the short term because they won’t have to pay it off, but over the long term, it’s going to be a detriment to everybody else, including themselves, because taxes will rise,” he said.

Bass said the government should be more strict as to who receives loans, and that quick fixes never work.

He said his father is still paying off his student loans from his master’s degree. He said he’s hoping to start saving money here and there for his future children to attend college.

Several MSSU students supported the idea of teachers and other public service workers having loan forgiveness after 10 years under the Public Service Loan Forgiveness Program.

“I think that’s a really good idea,” said Bethany Burney, a sophomore math major who said she doesn’t have any student loans. “Especially if you’re going to not make much money after you get your degree but you’re still helping people.”

Information about student loans and income-based loan repayment is available at http://studentaid.ed.gov.



World economy needs China to slow growth gradually 

By Associated Press, St. Louis Post-Dispatch

China's high-flying economy is starting to lose altitude. The big question is whether the world's economic superstar will shrink gradually _ or so fast that it harms a fragile global economy.

China's comedown is being engineered by its policymakers. They want to slow expansion just enough to cool inflation without sapping job growth.

It's a delicate task.

"Nobody can say with any confidence" if they'll succeed, says Barry Eichengreen, an economics professor at the University of California, Berkeley.

China's explosive growth remains the envy of developed nations like the United States. It grew faster than any other major economy in the April-June quarter, according to The Associated Press' latest quarterly Global Economy Tracker. Only Argentina's much smaller economy matched China's 9.5 percent annual growth rate.

By contrast, the U.S. economy grew at a 1.3 percent rate in the April-June quarter, before expanding 2.5 percent in the July-September period.

The AP's Global Economy Tracker monitors economic and financial data in 30 countries representing more than 80 percent of global output.

Economists worry that China's economy could suffer what they call a "hard landing." They fear that a sudden plunge in China's growth would harm the economies of the United States, Europe and small countries that need China to buy their coal, copper and other raw materials.

On Tuesday, a Chinese government group said manufacturing grew in October at the slowest pace in nearly three years, partly due to weak export orders. It forecast that the economy would slow further the rest of the year.

The threat from a slower-growing Chinese economy comes as the United States is still struggling to recover from the Great Recession of 2007-2009. And an agreement last week to ease Europe's debt crisis might not prevent the continent from sliding back into a recession that would ripple through the United States and other countries.

When surveyed this year by the Society of Actuaries, corporate risk managers in the United States, Canada and elsewhere said a slowdown in China posed the greatest threat to their business.

A hard landing wouldn't just squeeze U.S. and European exporters. It could also destabilize Chinese society. And it could escalate global trade tensions.

Hampered by high inflation and declining exports, China's growth is expected to decelerate from 10.3 percent last year to 9.5 percent in 2011 and 9 percent in 2012, according to the International Monetary Fund. The IMF expects the global economy to grow 4 percent this year.

Developing countries emerged almost unscathed from the Great Recession. They're now growing much faster than rich countries. According to the AP's global tracker:

_The three fastest in the April-June quarter were China (a 9.5 percent annual growth rate), Argentina (9.5 percent) and Indonesia (6.5 percent).

_The laggards are from the industrialized world _ Japan (down 1.1 percent), Norway (up 0.3 percent) and Britain (up 0.6 percent).

_Growth is slowing worldwide. It weakened from a year earlier in 19 of 26 countries that reported April-June data.

China's gaudy growth doesn't mean much to Xie Jun, who runs a factory in the southern Chinese boomtown of Dongguan. He's enduring a tough year.

His company makes and exports headphones, cell phones and computer accessories. It's paying 30 percent to 50 percent more this year for chemicals, fuel and other raw materials. Labor costs have nearly doubled.

Xie's customers are reducing orders, forcing him to lay off more than 10 percent of his staff at Dongguan Jincai Real Co.

"I just feel hopeless," Xie, 45, says. "It's hard to say if it will get any better next year."

China will likely account for nearly a third of global growth this year.

Exporters depend on China's demand for raw materials and consumer goods. Mines in Australia and Chile supply it with coal, copper and iron ore. General Motors sells more vehicles in China than anywhere else. China was the No. 3 destination for U.S. merchandise exports last year, behind Canada and Mexico.

China's economy must expand 8 percent a year just to keep enough people employed to "maintain its social and political stability," economist Nouriel Roubini wrote in an August report.

Eswar Prasad, professor of global trade at Cornell University, puts the odds of a hard landing in China at 50-50.

Other analysts say they're confident China's policymakers will manage to reduce inflation gently without stifling growth too much.

The authorities "are well-aware of the risks," says Bob Mark, who runs Black Diamond Risk Enterprises and has advised Chinese banks. "It's not like they're going to be blindsided."

China's central bank has raised interest rates five times since mid-2010 to try to shrink inflation. Even so, consumer prices jumped 6.2 percent from August 2010 to August 2011. That was fifth-fastest among the 30 countries in the AP's global tracker. In the United States, by contrast, prices rose 3.8 percent in the 12 months ending in August.

News that China's growth dipped to 9.1 percent in the July-September quarter from 9.5 in the April-June period was met with relief by some economists. Rajat Nag, managing director of the Asian Development Bank, says it suggests a soft landing ahead.

Eichengreen notes that Beijing's communist authorities "have lots of levers they can pull, unlike U.S. authorities."

Senior bureaucrats in effect run the economy. The government owns most of the biggest companies and banks. It controls the currency.

Officials can, for example, suppress the value of their currency, the yuan. A lower yuan makes Chinese goods cheaper overseas. Washington has long accused Beijing of keeping its currency artificially low to give its exporters an unfair edge.

Chinese policymakers can also order state-owned banks to lend if the economy slows much. They can command local governments to keep workers busy building roads and bridges.

Roubini, a New York University economist who runs a research firm, thinks China's authorities will use all those tools to keep the economy growing briskly through 2012. They'll want to ensure a smooth transition next year, when a new president and premier will come to power.

But Roubini and others think the outlook after that is bleaker. He expects China's growth to sink to 5 percent or less after 2013.

At the heart of the problem is how China has stoked its expansion. It hasn't encouraged its consumers to drive the economy with their spending, as Americans do. Instead, it's juiced growth by pushing exports and investing in factories, roads, railways and real estate.

Such investments account for about half of China's output _ a wildly lopsided share that suggests it's investing in far more construction than it needs.

Behind the investment boom are bank loans that might never be repaid, because the projects aren't expected to throw off enough revenue.

The Great Recession worsened things for China. Exports fell. Beijing responded by passing a $600 billion stimulus program. Banks were pushed to lend. Local governments were nudged to invest heavily.

Roubini's research firm estimates that China has wasted $1.4 trillion since 2008 on investments that will likely end up as bad debts.

Optimists say China is merely planning for the future. A growing middle class will eventually occupy the new houses, ride the new trains, fly from the new airports and drive new cars on the new highways. The new factories will make goods to meet rising demand at home and abroad.

But demographics pose another problem. China is aging fast. Largely, that's because of population control policies that limit most families to one child. This year, 8.9 percent of Chinese were 65 or older. By 2021, 12.9 percent will be.

"A significant slowdown is coming because their labor force is aging," Eichengreen says. By 2015 or 2016, he says, China's growth could slow to 5 percent or 6 percent.

Economists have urged China to rely more on its consumers and less on exports and dubious investments. In Dongguan, factory owner Xie would agree.

"I am thinking about focusing more on the domestic market next year," he says. "At least we have 1.3 billion people. It is a big market."

Washington University selected as 'backup' for '12 presidential debates

By Bill Lambrecht, St. Louis Post-Dispatch

WASHINGTON • First, St. Louis was bypassed as a host for next summer's Democratic National Convention.

Now Washington University isn't among the frontline debate venues in next year's election announced this afternoon by the Commission on Presidential Debates.

Instead, Washington University, a debate site since 2000, will serve as the backup in the schedule of three presidential debates and the contest between the major party candidates' running mates next year.

The schedule spelled out today is:

• Oct. 3. First presidential debate, University of Denver, Denver, Colo.

• Oct. 11. Vice presidential debate, Centre College, Danville, Ken.

• Oct. 16. Second presidential debate (town meeting format), Hofstra University, Hempstead, NY.

• Oct. 22. Third presidential debate, Lynn University, Boca Raton, Fla.

Washington University held the vice presidential debate in 2008 between Joe Biden and Sarah Palin and hosted presidential debates in 2004, 2000 and 1992. The St. Louis University was chosen as well in 1996 but lost out when the presidential campaigns decided late to limit the number of debates.

As backup next year, Washington University would become host in the event that an unforeseen problem, such as a devastating storm at one of the sites or failure of one of the universities to live up to their commitments. Washington University stepped in late in 1992, recalled Janet Brown, executive director of the commission, when difficulties arose.

Washington University was selected four years ago when another university balked at holding the vice presidential debate. The St. Louis debate turned out to be the most viewed and arguably the most compelling of the year. 

"We've learned over the years that you need to have a backup and you don't want to go to a new site. You want to go to a site that knows the drill," Brown said. "They are great people at Washington University. They are the gold standard of debates."

The nonpartisan debate commission was set up in 1987 to oversee and produce presidential debates. It includes political figures of both major parties; today's announcement was made by the co-chairmen, Frank Fahrenkopf, a former GOP national chairman, and Michael McCurry, White House press secretary in the Clinton administration.

Nonetheless, decisions on debates ultimately reside with the presidential candidates themselves, who overruled the decision on the St. Louis debate in 1996.

Colleges and universities submitted applications prior to a deadline last spring. Criteria for selection include such factors as the capacity to provide an appropriate debate hall and media filing center, location for convenient travel and community support. 

Missouri seeks help monitoring deer for disease

By Associated Press, News Tribune
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) — Missouri conservation officials are encouraging hunters this month to help monitor free-ranging deer for chronic wasting disease.

A captive deer in northern-central Missouri’s Macon County tested positive earlier this month for the fatal neurological disease. The animal was kept on property owned by a company that also owns a hunting preserve in nearby Linn County where a deer was diagnosed with chronic wasting disease in February 2010.

Youth firearms deer season takes place this weekend. General firearms season runs Nov. 12-22. The Conservation Department is asking hunters in Linn, Macon, Adair, Chariton ((SHAIR’-uh-tuhn), Randolph and Sullivan counties to take any deer they kill on weekends to special collection points so that tissue samples can be taken and tested for chronic wasting disease.

Mizzou stuck in neutral

By Vahe Gregorian, St. Louis Post-Dispatch

COLUMBIA, MO. • In moves Monday that further cloud and confuse the timetable for resolution of Mizzou's future conference affiliation, MU chancellor Brady Deaton canceled a business trip to India scheduled to begin today and West Virginia launched a lawsuit against the Big East in its effort to liberate itself and join the Big 12 in 2012.

MU's nearly certain departure for the Southeastern Conference for next year isn't necessarily contingent on West Virginia immediately filling its place in the Big 12. But the Big 12 is adamant that it needs at least 10 members next year to be able to fulfill its football television inventory requirements, which has left it to debate whether MU can extricate itself for the litigation-wary SEC before 2013.

Whatever the timing, indications from within Mizzou continued to be that a formal announcement of the move could come within days — a term, alas, that has been used before.

Meanwhile, University of South Carolina President Harris Pastides told The State newspaper in Columbia, S.C., that he expects a vote of SEC presidents 'soon" on Mizzou and there is a "prevailing positive viewpoint" of MU.

And then there was the canceled trip of Deaton, the pivotal figure in Missouri's deliberations with the Big 12 and the SEC.

Because of the impending trip, logic dictated any final announcement would have had to come Monday or wait until after his return late next week.

While he certainly has other business to attend to, there is little doubt that the SEC matter drove his decision to stay put as MU apparently works as far as it can on such issues as exit fees and a departure timetable.

In one form or another, Mizzou is about the only concerned entity not to announce it's SEC-bound. MU has taken a number of measures to distance itself from the Big 12 and even has acknowledged exchanging information with the SEC, but it simply hasn't publicly filled in the blank.

Meanwhile, on Thursday the SEC briefly, inadvertently posted on its website an announcement that Mizzou had joined the conference. The SEC later attributed it to a mistake by the web vendor, which in turn said it had been written hypothetically.

On Friday as it announced West Virginia's admission to the league, the Big 12 left MU off a list of 10 schools it anticipates being in the conference next year.

Like the Big 12, West Virginia said Friday that it expects to be in the Big 12 next year because it is confident it can negotiate with the Big East to exit before the 27-month departure decreed by Big East bylaws.

But the withering Big East wasn't backing down from its declared intention to hold West Virginia to the time frame just as it has with Pittsburgh and Syracuse in their moves to the ACC. So West Virginia took another approach on Monday, alleging that the Big East had breached its contract with WVU and nullified the bylaws by failing to enhance or protect the conference amid other defections. To which Big East commissioner John Marinatto said in a statement:

"We are disappointed that West Virginia has adopted this strategy and cannot imagine why it believes it does not have to respect the bylaws it agreed to as a member of the Big East."

He also said the Big East will "act vigorously to ensure" WVU lives up to its obligations.

Governor calls Cardinals manager a ‘legendary figure’

By Tim Sampson, Missouri News Horizon
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. – Taking a break from the favorite capitol city sport of politics, state leaders took a chance to comment on the sudden retirement of St. Louis Cardinals Manager Tony La Russa just days after he led the team to its 11th World Series Championship.

Gov. Jay Nixon said La Russa was already an institution in Missouri sports before leading his team in a dramatic comeback late in the season.

“In the baseball world and in Missouri, Tony La Russa was already a legendary figure before last week’s World Series championship,” the governor said. “But after leading the Cardinals on one of the most outstanding runs in baseball history, Tony La Russa retires as an icon.  He’s truly irreplaceable.”

Nixon also has La Russa to thank for helping him win a bet against Texas Gov. Rick Perry. Because his state’s team lost the World Series, the Texas governor and presidential candidate will be sending Nixon some authentic Texas Barbecue from the famous Salt Lick restaurant in Austin.

Midwest economic survey takes negative turn
By Associated Press, St. Joseph News-Press

OMAHA, Neb. — For the first time in nearly two years, the overall Business Conditions Index for a nine-state region of the Midwest and Plains has taken a negative turn. 

A report released Tuesday on the survey of supply managers and executives said the index dropped to 49.9 in October, from 52.2 in September. 

The survey uses a collection of indexes ranging from zero to 100. Organizers have said that any survey score above 50 suggests growth while a score below 50 suggests decline. 

Creighton University economics professor Ernie Goss, who oversees the survey, said one reading slightly below a growth-neutral 50 doesn't signal a recession. 

"But if the index continues to weaken in the months ahead, the likelihood of a return to recessionary economic conditions becomes a real possibility for 2012," said Goss, who heads the university's Economic Forecasting Group. "It is evident that the weakness in the national economy has now hit the regional economy," he said. 

The survey states are Arkansas, Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, Oklahoma and South Dakota. 

One of the brighter spots in the survey was the confidence index, which looks six months ahead. It rose to a still weak 49.5 in October from 40.5 in September. 

The prices-paid index, which tracks the cost of raw materials and supplies, dropped to 56 from September's 66.3. 

"This is the lowest reading for our inflation gauge that we have recorded since June 2009, the last month of the recession," Goss said. "Lower inflation in the pipeline will give the Federal Reserve more flexibility to further stimulate the economy." 

Other components of the October index: 

* New orders dropped to 45.4 from 49.6 in September. 

* Production or sales dropped to 48.5 from 50.4. 

* Employment dipped to 49 from 49.6. 
* Trade rose to 48 from 45.5.

Missouri's bid to join SEC affords opportunity to reflect on cultural identity

By Alison Matas, Columbia Missourian
COLUMBIA — Marvin Overby isn't sure whether Missouri is a Northern or Southern state. What he is sure about, however, is that MU's culture doesn't fit the culture of the Southeastern Conference.

The MU professor, who teaches politics of the American South, taught at the University of Mississippi for nine years. When he moved to Columbia, the football game-day experience was completely different from the one he was used to in Oxford, Miss. 

"Essentially, the entire town became more or less gridlocked because of the game," he said. "And if you weren’t going to the game, you had a choice—either you sort of hunker down for the day, or you got the hell out. You don’t get that in Columbia."

While there are a few schools in the SEC that aren't "football crazy," Overby said, they are the exception, not the rule. Overall, he said, SEC schools pack more people into their stadiums, have more "rabid" fans and spend more money on football. 

With Missouri seemingly on the verge of bolting from the Big 12 — the latest name for a string of conference affiliations that date to 1907 — and joining the SEC, there's plenty of chatter on blogs and over coffee about cultural identity and football traditions both here and in the South.

Geography, race and football as cultural markers
Missouri sits in the middle of the country — there's no debate about that. 

Along with Tennessee, it touches the most states of any state in the nation, sharing borders with Kansas, Nebraska, Illinois, Iowa, Oklahoma, Arkansas, Kentucky and Tennessee.

"I like saying that Missouri is the northernmost Southern state, but it’s also the southernmost Northern state," Overby said. "It’s also the easternmost Western state and the westernmost Eastern state.”

So, just how Southern are we, anyway?

The editors of Southern Living magazine recently named Columbia one of the best Southern college towns. Features editor Jennifer Cole said it received this distinction because the city exhibits Southern charm, and there’s a sense of community that’s intrinsic to Southern towns.

From Cole's perspective, the Show-Me State "has a split personality, a little bit of an identity crisis."

With Missouri's size, some regions of the state display more Southern traits than others — the culture of the Bootheel seems distant from the culture of St. Louis.

Boone County, situated in the middle of Missouri, rests in "the heart of Little Dixie," author and Missouri Southern culture historian Gary Gene Fuenfhausen said.

When pioneers from Kentucky, Tennessee and Virginia settled in Boone County, they brought their architecture and their agriculture, making Little Dixie resemble the upper South, Fuenfhausen said. These settlers brought their slaves, and some of the first crops they grew were corn, tobacco and cotton.

William "Gene" Robertson, MU professor emeritus of community development, said the culture of Little Dixie influenced race relations in Columbia and that all the symbols of a segregated society expressed themselves here.

There's lingering resentment from segregation, he said, so the city has "a university or cosmopolitan veneer over a history of segregation that began when there were slaves here."

Historian Douglas Hunt, associate professor emeritus, sees Columbia as "a university town built on a Southern chassis." It was founded by families from the South at the beginning of the 19th century, and it was dominated by them for generations.

For Hunt, this Southern influence is most obvious in race relations. Even in the 1960s, he said, people who were educated and traveled were surprised by the severity of segregation in Columbia.

“The habit of whites and blacks living separate social lives in separate neighborhoods is still strong in the town,” Hunt said.  “Traces of segregation are widespread in America generally, of course, so Columbia may not be strikingly different from university towns of comparable size in Northern or Western states. I think it's somewhat different, though, somewhat more divided along racial lines.”

Race makes the culture of the university different from the culture of the city, Hunt said.

“The university doesn't strike me as having a Southern culture,” he said. “The students at the university seem to me much more at ease with racial differences — and other differences — than the average citizens of Columbia or Boone County.”

Just as regions form cultural identities, so can universities.

Wayne Brekhus, MU associate professor of sociology, said these identities are based on where a university is located and, perhaps, its athletic conference.

Brekhus sees Columbia as being two-thirds Midwestern and one-third Southern.

“One of my friends jokes that Columbia’s not in the South, but you can see the South from Columbia,” he said. “That's pretty close to true.”

Football reflects cultural traditions
When it comes to athletics, the overwhelming opinion seems to be that if you think football's a big deal at Missouri, you've never been to a game at an SEC school, or, more specifically, a game at one of the SEC schools in the Deep South: Louisiana State University, Alabama, Auburn or the University of Mississippi.

“I’ve seen some people say that they didn't think Missouri would fit in because our football fans aren't rabid enough,” Brekhus said. “I think it's true that there's definitely stronger, more intense football cultures in some of the SEC schools.”

Brekhus added, however, that it feels like Columbia’s population doubles on game days — one sign of a strong football tradition for a Midwestern town.

While the culture of football and its traditions aren't identical across the SEC, game days are steeped in the foods and fashions of the South, including showy dresses and bow ties as well as fancy tailgate affairs with gumbo and other Southern cuisine.

At MU's centennial Homecoming game this fall, jeans and sweatshirts were the outfits of choice, and tailgaters' grills were loaded with hot dogs and hamburgers.

Joel Athey, who's been a fan for 35 years, took a break from pregame festivities to express his support for remaining in the Big 12. MU doesn't belong in the SEC, he said.

"Do we barbecue alligator meat? No. So say, 'no.'"

Harold Westhues, who was tailgating with highball glasses and a black tablecloth, was more accommodating about a move to the SEC. 

"We have more of a Southern heritage," he said. "We were a slave state. We're Southern enough to fit in."  

On the Rock M Nation site, which is a blog for Missouri fans, commenter Karl Wiggins, who writes a blog about Alabama football and SEC sports, offered his take on whether MU would be a good fit for the SEC.

“‪Outsiders view the SEC fan base as one entity culturally, but it is a mix of Southern and Eastern, Appalachian and Ozark, redneck and old money, football elitism and cultural defensiveness, Cajun and country, and 15 different kinds of barbecue,” he wrote. "You guys will fit in fine."

MISSOURINET

Comma could determine whether Nixon’s budget cuts were constitutional

By Jessica Machetta
When Strunk and White’s rules of grammar are used to open up arguments in a courtroom, you can bet it’s going to come down to splitting hairs. At issue is a comma, which separates two clauses in the constitution.

That’s what happened today in the court hearing of Schweich versus Nixon, a case in which the state auditor says the Governor does not have the authority to withhold funds from other departments in order to give them to another.

The suit comes on the heels of $170 million dollars cut from the budget by Governor Nixon … who said they were necessary to pay for the devastation caused by flooding in Southeast Missouri and tornado damage in Joplin.

Auditor Schweich’s attorney, Darrell Moore, tells the judge the Governor has misinterpreted the constitution.

Nixon’s legal counsel, former Supreme Court Judge Chip Robertson, counters that this case threatens the very powers vested to a Governor to make sure the state’s financial house is in order. He says what’s at stake is the ability for the governor to make sure the state’s budget is balanced within the appropriations provided by the General Assembly.

Regardless of good intentions, State Auditor Tom Schweich had said Governor Nixon is not authorized to re-apportion state funds to pay for disaster recovery. Nixon had said the shift was justified because the budget line for disaster relief contains an “E” next to the dollar amount — indicating it is an estimate that can be expanded to unlimited amounts to cover needs.

About that comma –

The argument centers on the Missouri Constitution section that states, “The governor may control the rate at which any appropriation is expended during the period of the appropriation by allotment or other means, and may reduce the expenditures of the state or any of its agencies below their appropriations whenever the actual revenues are less than the revenue estimates upon which the appropriations were based.”
The second clause of the sentence does appear to give the governor the power to withhold portions of the budget when state revenues fall below projections, but those projections are typically in line with actual revenues.

Nixon’s attorney says this year is different because the withholdings were made under a separate power, a power stated by — look before the comma – the first half of that constitutional statement.

The case was heard in Judge Jon Beetam’s courtroom in Cole County. No decision has been handed down, but regardless of what that decision is, the case is expected to go to a court of appeals.
Another harsh winter likely on the way
By Jessica Machetta
It’s typical of Missouri weather to be uncertain and change quickly because we sit right in the middle of two systems. This winter’s outlook poses more of that uncertainty, but can go only one of two ways. If you didn’t like last winter, brace yourself for what climatologists are predicting for this winter.

“It’s really interesting, it’s similar to what we saw last year, it was a La Nina winter last year,” University of Missouri Extension Pat Guinan says. He says La Nina has different effects on the north than it does on the south. Where Missouri lies means we could get the spill over from either region … or both.

But, Guinan says La Nina isn’t really to blame for last year’s bitter cold and record snow-fall amounts … it’s a different trend from the North — Arctic Oscillation. Much of what winter brings Missouri this year depends on how weather patterns form in the Arctic region, and even though the state has seen two harsh winters in a row, Missourians should brace for a possible third.

Guinan says La Nina has been here for a while, and it’s going nowhere soon. It’s going to stick around through the winter and possibly through next spring.

Online hunting permits require precaution against conservation I.D. theft

By Mike Lear

The Department of Conservation now makes available online nearly all of its permits, including those for the upcoming deer and turkey seasons. While this is a great tool for outdoor enthusiasts, it will require a new level of caution.

Spokesman Jim Low says with this online system, an individual could purchase permits in someone else’s name, using that person’s conservation identification information. In the case of deer permits, for example, the fraudulent buyer could then check a deer with those permits.

Low says the rightful owner might not discover any issue until he or she attempts to purchase permits. At that point, he or she is urged to contact the Conservation Department so that it can track down the inappropriate purchase and make sure the right people get to go hunting or fishing.

Many sportsmen will have to be more careful with their permits. Low, himself, says in the past he has stuck his unused deer and turkey permits on the wall of the cabin he hunts from. He now says this is a bad idea, because it leaves his conservation I.D. number out where anyone could copy it and use it to purchase permits in his name.

The theft of a conservation I.D. number is unlike I.D. theft, as it is typically thought of, because large amounts of money are not involved in these transactions, and Low says there is no way for that number to be used to access a holder’s personal finances.

All the Department’s permits are available online except lifetime and commercial permits.

The tagging procedure is different for permits purchased online. Low explains with those, the permit itself is the transport tag. Notches torn in the permit indicate the date and month that the deer or turkey were taken. That is attached to the animal, which is then taken to be checked.

The Department recommends hunters put these permits in plastic sandwich bags with a zippered seal to prevent water from damaging them. The whole process has lead to agents urging sportsmen to “bag it, notch it, tag it, check it,” as a tool to remember each step of the process.

For more information on e-permits, visit that portion of the Department’s website here.

Social Services Dept. workers begin coalition to advocate for themselves

By Allison Blood

Department of Social Services Employees are saying their administration isn’t representing their needs when it comes to requesting money for staff. Children’s Service Division case worker and President of the Missouri State Workers’ Union Bradley Harmon says there’s been a hiring freeze in the Division since 2009, and the number of case workers for the Family Support Division are dwindling. He says this puts more pressure on workers, and means a lesser quality of care for recipients. But he says the Department’s administration doesn’t see this as a problem.

But Harmon says the best practices standard for case workers is about 300 cases each. He says in recent hearings, caseworkers talked about having more than a thousand cases at a time in St. Louis and Kansas City. These case workers are helping people with services like food stamps and Medicare.

BLOG ZONE 
Politicians, take note: La Russa is going out on top

By Jake Wagman, St. Louis Post-Dispatch

ST. LOUIS • Cardinals manager Tony La Russa called it a career on Monday, going out at the pinnacle of his profession.

It's a lesson that plenty of politicians might want to brush up on.

Like sports, politics is filled with figures who, instead of stepping aside when the tide was high, stayed on past their prime, leaving only when they were forced out, or when the handwriting on the wall made it clear that another term was not in their future.

Last year, former U.S. Rep. Ike Skelton saw an unceremonious end to his 34 years representing Missouri on Capitol Hill when he was defeated by Tea Party upstart Vicky Hartzler — who was a teenager when Skelton was first elected to Congress in 1976.

New York Democrat Charlie Rangel has managed to stay in the U.S. House longer than all but two active members, but instead of being remembered as the glib and savvy Ways and Means Chair, his legacy now includes a Congressional censure and the loss of his committee gavel.

Closer to home, south St. Louis Republican Fred Heitert was the longest-serving member of the city's Board of Aldermen — until he was defeated in April by a former city employee who benefited from favorable ballot conditions.

Also at City Hall, St. Louis Treasurer Larry Williams comes to mind: He hasn't had a formidable challenger since the 1980s, but now faces opposition from several corners after a friend was indicted for holding a phantom position in the treasurer's office.

Why do some politicians stay on long after the party has ended? The same reason why Brett Favre attempted so many "comebacks": Vanity, maybe, and perhaps a sense of invincibility.

La Russa says that he had decided earlier this season that this would be his last, but it's hard to imagine Sunday's World Series celebration did not help cinch his decision.

After all, how could it get any better.

For many career elected officials, however, politics is all they have ever known. It can be tough to say good-bye to the perks and influence that come with holding office.

A few politicians seem to have gotten the departure move right. Kit Bond announced his retirement a year early, leaving plenty of time for a victory lap and for his party to pick a successor.

Dick Gephardt gave it one final go at running for president in 2004 as he gave up his congressional seat.

When he announced his retirement from Congress earlier this month, veteran Belleville Democrat Jerry Costello suggested he did not want to be among those who did not know when it was time hang it up.

"I have colleagues who, frankly, have stayed too long," Costello said.

So, too, does La Russa — but he has avoided becoming one of them.

Is bad legal advice unconstitutional? Question is now before Supreme Court

By William H. Freivogel, special to the St. Louis Beacon   

Even some of the most conservative justices on the U.S. Supreme Court were ready to admit it may have been unfair that St. Louisan Galin Frye's public defender failed to tell him about a favorable plea bargain. But even the most liberal justices were unable to figure out whether the unfairness violated Frye's constitutional right to effective assistance of counsel.

Frye was arrested in Boone County in August 2007 for driving a car without a license. It was his fourth violation so he was charged with a felony and assigned a public defender, Michael Coles. The prosecutor offered a plea bargain with two options: Frye could either plead guilty to the felony with the prosecutor recommending three years probation and 10 days of shock imprisonment in the Boone County jail, or the charge could be reduced to a misdemeanor with Frye serving 90 days in the Boone County jail.

By this time, Frye, who formerly attended Forest Park Community College, was living in St. Louis. Coles did not tell him about the prosecutor's offer, and it expired. Before the end of 2007, Frye was arrested again for driving without a license. The following March, Frye -- never having been told about the plea bargain -- pleaded guilty in court. The prosecutor recommended the three years probation and 10 days of shock imprisonment, but the judge sentenced him to three years in prison.

Frye appealed claiming that his Sixth Amendment right to effective assistance of counsel had been denied because he hadn't known about the lenient plea offer. The Missouri Court of Appeals for the Western District agreed. Attorney General Chris Koster, who appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court, appeared there Monday to argue the case, Missouri vs. Frye, for the state.

The issue has practical importance because about 90 percent of criminal cases result in plea bargains rather than trials.

To prove ineffective assistance of counsel, Frye would have to prove not only that his lawyer's performance was below reasonable standards, but also that he was prejudiced in a way that the case would have turned out differently had the lawyer acted competently.

Koster argued that there is no Sixth Amendment right to a particular plea bargain. After all, a prosecutor can withdraw a plea bargain at any time. He also argued that Frye had not been prejudiced. The judge certainly would not have accepted the plea after he was arrested the fifth time, he said. And if Frye had decided to go to trial, he would have been convicted.

Justice Samuel Alito, one of the court's more conservative justices, agreed, saying the trial would have been a "slam dunk." Alito acknowledged that it may have been unfair that Frye did not learn about the plea. But it wouldn't have helped him in any event.

"This seems to be -- to me a case about nothing Am I wrong? Am I missing something?" asked Alito.

Frye's lawyer, Emmett D. Queener, assistant public defender from Columbia, Mo., insisted that "fundamental fairness and reliability of criminal process requires that an attorney provide his client information regarding matters in this case."

But Justice Antonin Scalia wanted to know whether Queener would claim ineffective assistance of counsel in a situation where every reasonable lawyer would tell a defendant to snap up a plea bargain, but the defendant's own lawyer told him to turn it down. Queener said bad advice would be ineffective assistance of counsel in the same way as was Cole's failure to tell Frye about the offer.

Scalia replied. "Then we are in the soup."

And more liberal Justice Stephen Breyer seemed to partially agree. "It would be too easy ... to find that the lawyer after the defendant is convicted did a bad job during the plea negotiation, in which case everybody will get two or three bites at the apple."

Scalia's question about bad legal advice was more than a hypothetical because the court also heard on Monday a related case from Michigan involving those facts. In that case Anthony Cooper was charged with assault with intent to murder for shooting a women below the waist. Prosecutors offered to reduce the charge to about four to seven years, but Cooper's lawyer advised him to reject the offer, saying, incorrectly, that he could not be convicted of attempted murder for wounds below the waist. Cooper was convicted and sentenced to three times as much jail time as he would have served under the plea offer.

The justices seemed somewhat more open to Frye's claim than Cooper's. Justice Anthony M. Kennedy and the more liberal justices asked some sympathetic questions. But the justices were stumped as to what kind of remedy Frye could expect if he won. The court couldn't very well force the prosecutor, who had done nothing wrong, to reinstate the expired plea bargain. And even if it were offered, the judge would certainly reject it. The court could give Frye the chance for a new trial, but he doesn't want a new trial knowing he would lose.

Several GOP statewide candidates putting their own money into race
By Jake Wagman, St. Louis Post-Dispatch

ST. LOUIS • Even as big money continues to pour into Missouri politics, several Republican statewide candidates are turning to a reliable source for campaigns funds: themselves.

A trio of Republicans locked in what look to be competitive primary contests are poised to spend their own money to clinch the party's nomination.

At the end of September, State Sen. Bill Stouffer, running for Missouri Secretary of State loaned his campaign $150,000.

Around the same time, U.S. Senate hopeful Sarah Steelman loaned her campaign $400,000. Meanwhile, one of her primary rivals, Germ-X chairman John Brunner, is expected to put a sizable chunk of his own money into the race.

Self-funders, of course, are not exclusively Republican — Democrat Susan Montee, who is running for lieutenant governor this year, has used her own cash in past campaigns.

But some Republicans sense that the November 2012 election — almost exactly a year away —will be such a good year for the GOP, that if they can just make it out of the primary, their investment will be worth it.

The U.S. Senate candidates, in particular, are banking on the Crossroads groups to spend big, as they have already started doing, to oust Claire McCaskill.

In the Secretary of State's race, Stouffer, from Saline County, is now eying an open seat after incumbent Robin Carnahan's announcement that she would not run again. 

Stouffer faces a crowded, and potentially growing, field for the GOP nomination: fellow State Sen. Scott Rupp, of Wentzville, and Southwest Missouri State Rep. Shane Schoeller, the speaker pro tem, have already entered the race.

For Stouffer, his personal aid carries a twist: A 6 percent interest rate over the one-year life of the loan, according to Ethics reports.
So, if Stouffer manages to collect enough campaign cash to pay himself back, he could also make $9,000 in the process.

Coalition prepares to launch effort to preserve Missouri's income tax
By Jo Mannies, St. Louis Beacon 

Opponents to a proposed ballot initiative to do away with Missouri's income tax, and replace it with a larger sales tax, plan to announce Tuesday the formation of a broad-based group to fight the idea. The group is to be called the Coalition for Missouri’s Future (CMF).

The coalition describes itself as "an organization of business, labor, education, health-care and civic groups that have come together to oppose bad ideas that impede Missouri’s progress."

The members appear to include the largest state teachers group, the Missouri National Education Association, and several Kansas City business leaders and organizations.

It's the second major coalition to be formed to oppose the proposal to get rid of Missouri's income tax. The earlier coalition is Missourians for Fair Taxation, which was initiated by the Missouri Association of Realtors, the Missouri Budget Project, and the Missouri Broadcasters Association. That group has gone to court to challenge the ballot language for the ballot proposal

"We welcome the new coalition and the energy the NEA brings to the fight,'' said a Fair Taxation spokesman. "It will be a fight and we will need all the boots on the ground."

The bipartisan leaders of the new group include James Moody, a former state budget director and top administration official under Republican Gov John Ashcroft, and veteran Democratic activist Richard Martin, who headed Missouri's Democratic Party in the mid-1990s and ran Claire McCaskill's successful U.S. Senate campaign in 2006.

Also on board: Mark Jorgenson, regional chief executive for U.S. Bank and board chairman of the Civic Council of Greater Kansas City.

The coalition says its "first priority is to fight Rex Sinquefield’s proposed constitutional amendment currently being circulated that would eliminate the state income tax and replace it with a sweeping, 10-percent statewide sales tax."

Actually, his proposals -- several are cleared for circulation -- would restrict the new statewide sales tax to 7 percent. But it also would curb local sales taxes in some areas of the state so that the overall sales tax would be no more than 10 percent.

The sales tax proposal also would expand the items covered by the tax to include most services as well as products.

Critics say that replacing Missouri's income tax with a sales tax would shift the tax burden from the wealthy to the middle class and poor while also slashing state government's income -- thus forcing more state budget cuts.

Advocates say the shift would be a boon to economic development and the creation of more jobs, which they contend would lead to more than enough new sales taxes to replace the income tax. The group backed by Sinquefield to advance the shift, Let Voters Decide, has cited the experience in such no-income-tax states as Tennessee and Texas.
Let Voters Decide has begun running radio and a few TV spots in outstate Missouri as it begins collecting the required signatures to get at least one of the proposals on the 2012 ballot. Sources in Springfield, Mo., say that Let Voters Decide is circulating its latest version of the initiative-petition proposal. 

EDITORIALS … & Letters to the Editor
Editorial: Future of workers compensation system threatened by meddling 

By the Editorial Board, St. Louis Post-Dispatch

It was easy to work up a healthy dose of outrage over the plight of Mark Lindquist.

Mr. Lindquist is the Joplin group home worker who, as the deadly May 22 tornado bore down on the building where he worked, threw himself on top of a mattress to protect the three men with Down syndrome he helped take care of day after day.

Despite his heroism, the residents died. Mr. Lindquist ended up in a coma. When he recovered, he had $2.5 million in hospital bills. His employer's workers' compensation company denied his claim for financial assistance, arguing that his injuries from the tornado could have just as easily happened at home.

The company, Accident Fund Insurance Company of America, quickly reversed itself last month after The Joplin Globe and The Associated Press brought its callousness to light.

But here's a twist in this morality play that should alarm Missouri workers:

The day after Mr. Lindquist received his good news, a Missouri appeals court issued a ruling in an unrelated case that said, in effect, the insurance company in Mr. Lindquist's case had every right under Missouri law to just say no.

Sadly, the Missouri Legislature, in 2005, created this situation, mostly on purpose.

In the Oct. 25 ruling in the case of Sandy Johme vs. St. John's Mercy Healthcare, the Eastern District Court of Appeals ruled 2-1 that changes in the 2005 law justify a denial of workers' compensation when an employee's injuries were sustained in activities that just as easily could have happened to an average person at home.

On June 23, 2008, Ms. Johme, a billing representative for St. John's, was making coffee at work, as so many people do every day. She slipped on the floor near the office kitchen area. She twisted her ankle and injured her right hip in the fall.

The court's majority ruled that the way the law currently is written, it doesn't matter whether Ms. Johme was at work when she was injured, because she was performing a task that she also performed at home.

What that means for Missouri workers is that getting injured at work would no longer be covered by the workers' compensation system for people who perform any number of activities that they might also do outside of work, such as driving, lifting a box or, say, throwing yourself on a mattress during a tornado.

The ruling, combined with a related Kansas City case awaiting a state Supreme Court ruling, could turn the workers' compensation system on its head. As much as many Missouri businesses complain about the system, that's not necessarily to their benefit, either.

The changes to the 2005 law so narrowed the workers' compensation system that they opened up employers to much more expensive civil lawsuits. This is particularly so in cases of occupational disease, where penalties for negligent behavior could be significantly higher.

The tragedy of Mr. Lindquist's case is not that it took bad publicity to shame an insurance company into doing the right thing, it's that Missouri lawmakers gave that insurance company the right to deny the claim in the first place.

Lawmakers could have headed the court off by fixing the law last year, but they failed to find a compromise that protected workers' access to the courts while limiting business liability.

The clock is ticking.

Research fund needs funding if Missouri wants to compete 

By David Nicklaus, St. Louis Post-Dispatch
The Missouri Legislature has acquired a do-nothing reputation lately, but you won't hear folks in the biotechnology industry applying that label.

Legislators passed only two bills during their fall special session, but one of them was the Missouri Science and Innovation Research Act, a longtime priority for local technology boosters. MOSIRA sets up a funding source for state investments in venture capital and high-tech research.

"I am very excited about it, because we need more sources of funding," said Eric Gulve, president of the BioGenerator, which invests in early-stage life sciences companies.

Gulve can't count on more cash just yet, however. MOSIRA may face a legal challenge, because the Legislature tied MOSIRA to the fate of a broader tax credit bill, which failed to pass. Courts have voided such contingency clauses in the past, and Gov. Jay Nixon's office says it will take steps to implement MOSIRA.

A more important hurdle comes next spring, when the Legislature must appropriate money for MOSIRA. The law sets up a formula for funding based on job growth, and corresponding tax revenue growth, in a specific set of life sciences industries.

The state has estimated that MOSIRA would generate $4.4 million in its first year, and $13.3 million by the third year, but the formula is a recommendation, not a requirement.

"One can achieve a predictable, stable source of funding only if Legislature after Legislature buys into the concept, and we are hopeful that will be the case," says Donn Rubin, president of industry group BioSTL.

What sort of projects might MOSIRA fund? Missouri Technology Corp., a quasi-public body with a board appointed by the governor and legislators, has wide latitude in how it spends the money.

It could invest in venture capital funds, or in business incubators and other infrastructure. It could give money directly to companies, perhaps by matching federal Small Business Innovation Research grants.

"Any program that can help companies grow, and programs that can help recruit companies to Missouri, are fair game," Rubin said.

MOSIRA also could support research at the state's universities. It could help build labs, for instance, for star scientists that the universities want to recruit.

With so many potential uses, it won't be surprising to see some future intra-industry fights over how to divide the pie. At this point, though, the local technology crowd is just happy about the possibility of having a pie.

"There's a lot of pent-up demand for capital," says Victoria Gonzalez, managing partner of Nidus Partners, a collaboration group focused on energy technology. "When the federal government puts out requests for proposals on advanced research centers, you need matching funds. There's all kinds of incredible opportunity when you have a program like MOSIRA in place ready to respond."

In part, MOSIRA is a competitive response to other states' high-tech recruiting efforts. The Kansas Bioscience Authority has provided funds for a federal food-security lab and for dozens of companies, including some that moved from Missouri. A Wisconsin venture capital program also has lured companies from Missouri.

The Show-Me state has a history, meanwhile, of not keeping its promises to science-based industries. Several years ago, the Legislature resolved to put one-fourth of the proceeds from tobacco lawsuits into a life sciences trust fund, but actual appropriations have fallen short.

This time, legislators need to take the MOSIRA formula seriously. It's a modest investment in the state's economic future, and one we can't afford not to make.

Occupy Wall Street needs a real political strategy
By Mary Sanchez, Kansas City Star

It’s time to launch Occupy Wall Street, Phase II. The part where the movement articulates what it wants, wins over a large bloc of the public and fights to get its demands enacted. So, who’s got some ideas? Anybody?

Give the fledgling movement credit: It has changed Topic A of the chattering classes to the misdistribution of wealth and power in this country (Nice work!). But unless it gets pragmatic, it’s about to lose the patience of the “99 percent” it purports to represent.

The recent police crackdowns that began in Chicago, Oakland and Atlanta are just as likely to catch a tailwind and spread city to city as interest in the movement initially did. The next few weeks will be a crucial juncture for Occupy Wall Street if it isn’t to deflate into a short Wikipedia entry.

The main problem is that the initial spontaneity of the occupations is not sustainable. Early on, when asked how long they planned to occupy the nation’s sidewalks, parks and public squares, the reply was often an indecisive, “Until we no longer need to.”

It would be an incredible waste not to harness the energy of this movement to create actual change — especially as new evidence is being uncovered almost daily that supports the group’s critique.

For example, the Congressional Budget Office completed an analysis of U.S. Census and IRS data. The study chronicles how the top 1 percent of earners have scooped up a disproportionate share of income and wealth, while the middle and lower classes have stagnated or sunk during the last three decades.

A shocking 275 percent rise in after-tax income (adjusted for inflation) was racked up by households in the top 1 percent between 1979 and 2007. At the other end of the scale, the bottom 20 percent of households saw their after-tax income grow by 18 percent.

The typical rejoinder to findings such as these is that Occupy Wall Street and fellow-traveling leftists are motivated by class envy pure and simple. On the contrary, the movement (and no small part of the public’s sympathy so far) grows out of the grim realization that the financial elite have rigged the American political system in their own favor. Indeed, the CBO report attributed much of the growing income and wealth polarization to the role of government transfers and federal taxes, including shifts from progressive income taxes to less progressive payroll taxes.

Meanwhile, other recent studies have outlined how money influence continues to make inroads into every level of government. One reported that 40 percent of all campaign funding for judicial races came from just 10 organizations in 2009-10, and that “million-dollar judicial races are increasingly the norm across the country.” 

If they want to have a lasting impact, the Occupy Wall Street people have to not only disseminate such facts but also propose specific changes. 

It’s time for Occupy Wall Street to stop clinging to romanticized visions of civil disobedience and get practical. The movement has to use the political system we have — occupy it, as it were — which is far more difficult and less exhilarating than agit-prop. Take a leaf from the tea party playbook. It knows what it wants — and how to get it: by controlling the legislative process. It has taken over the Republican Party, and every candidate knows that if he crosses the tea party he’s out of a job. 

Let’s see the occupy movement exert itself at the grass roots of the Democratic Party. Let’s see ultimatums given to candidates over actual demands most Americans can get behind and that can be legislated (No renewal of Bush tax cuts! Honest, effective restructuring of troubled mortgages! Financial reform to end “too big to fail” financial institutions!) 

The American center-left got its fair share of euphoria in 2008 — and then it learned that the election changed nothing. Now it’s time to take hold of the political system by working within it.
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World Series reaction
As Yogi Berra said ...
The greatness of Game 6 of the 2011 World Series is that it exemplifies the truth of the great American philosopher Lawrence "Yogi" Berra's principle: " It ain't over until it's over." America will continue to be great as long as it lives by this lesson from the national pastime: never give up, never say die.

Eugene K. Arnold • Chesterfield
Cardiac Cardinals
It is a different sport and a different time, but once again St. Louis has Cardiac Cardinals!

Thanks to the Redbirds, who gave us seven months of wholesome entertainment, though it caused many of us to have restless nights because of the excitement their play generated.

Rest well, team members and everyone associated with the club. And we will try to do the same.

Ursula Rudolf • St. Louis
Warmed our hearts
Baseball fans throughout the United States are grateful to the talented St. Louis Cardinals for bringing us a season and postseason of thrills, one of the greatest battles in the history of the sport.

The Cardinals' themes throughout the regular season and the playoffs were "come from behind" and "never say die." Team members demonstrated an ability to play great baseball and extraordinary grit and determination; virtually every player contributed to the triumph.

This fan of the hapless Pittsburgh Pirates could not be happier that the Cardinals, our Central Division opponents, brought home another World Series title to their great fans. The people of St. Louis should know that the admirers of their team extend far and wide.

Tony La Russa and his outstanding athletes should take a bow and bask in the glory that they have brought to one of the great franchises in Major League Baseball. He and his group have warmed our hearts.

Oren M. Spiegler • Upper Saint Clair, Pa.
True fans
As a longtime Texas Rangers fan and season ticket holder, it's with a heavy heart I write to say congratulations to the Cardinals, their fans and the city of St. Louis for co-hosting one of the greatest World Series of all time.

With the exception of a few Cardinals fans outside of the stadium, it's obvious that the majority of the Cardinal faithful are true baseball fans. Their sportsmanship, hospitality and appreciation of the game are evident.

While the Rangers and our fan base will carry the burden of this loss, we look forward to 2012 and another run at it. I'll always be a little bit of a Cardinals fan because of the way we were treated. Enjoy your well-earned victory.

John Carlisle • Dallas
Elated in Little Rock
Still euphoric after the heroics of games six and seven, I read with great appreciation Albert Pujols' comments about "what matters ... is [bringing] that smile to the city of St. Louis ... and our fans around the world." I'm writing as a representative of the multitude of fans who reside outside of St. Louis but live and die with the success of the Cardinals.

There are thousands, perhaps hundreds of thousands, of die-hard Cardinals fans in Arkansas. Perhaps it is because the Travelers were a Double A farm club for many years, though in my case the simplest explanation is that my dad is a Cardinals fan. I grew up listening daily to the radio broadcasts of Jack Buck and Harry Caray in the glory days of the 1960s, and they infected me with a passion for Cardinals baseball that never has faded.

It's easy to be a Cardinals fan because of the classiness of the organization and because the franchise always produces a competitive team. Even more impressive is the wonderful character of the Cardinals players. The organization consistently attracts exceptionally high-quality guys who coalesce as a team under the guidance of a great manager and management. Obviously, this year's group is exemplary.

So, for the millions of Cardinals fans who live outside St. Louis let me say thank you, thank you, thank you . We are incredibly proud of what you did this year and the way you did it!

Pat Riley Jr. • Little Rock, Ark.
Celebration
I'm from St. Louis but live in Dallas. As the only St. Louisan and Cardinals fan in my office, I thought it would be fun to bring in a "celebration" cake on Monday.

While baking it on Sunday, I could only imagine what might happen to my cake, but it was fun making it.

Donna Campbell • Dallas
We silenced them all
The East Coast sports writers, the Vegas bookies, Sports Illustrated, the national Fox Sports analysts — just about everybody predicted Texas would win the World Series. Yet, with Tony La Russa's keen leadership, Albert Pujols' record-setting home runs, a fantastic bullpen, Allen Craig's unbelievable catch, Lance Berkman's persevering clutch hits, Chris "Carp" Carpenter's pitching and David Freese's walk-off home run, we silenced them all.

We are the champions. Way to go, Cards.

Georgiann Donovan • St. Louis County
Game 7: Anti-climactic, but still great
Congratulations to the St. Louis Cardinals on capturing their 11th World Series title. With no disrespect, Game 7 was anti-climactic, as Game 6 was perhaps the greatest and most exciting World Series game in history.

Kenneth L. Zimmerman • Huntington Beach, Calif.
Never say die
I grew up in southeastern Iowa in the 1950s, and all I wanted to do was play shortstop for the St. Louis Cardinals. I got my chance in front of the scouts in a state tournament. The pitcher was Dennis Menke, and he nailed me behind the left ear and just below my helmet. I had double vision for two days, and after that I was never the long ball threat I once had been.

Regardless, I never lost my love for the Cardinals. Thursday night, in the bottom of the ninth and again in the 10th and 11th innings of Game 6, I called our diehard Cardinals fan friends in Williamsburg, Va., and had one message: "Never say die."

As they have for decades, the Cardinals came through.

Ronald K. Sable • Tucson, Ariz.
A reflection
My hat's off to the Post-Dispatch for giving such timely and complete coverage to the Cardinals' post-season games.

No matter how long a game lasted, including the incredible sixth game of the World Series, which didn't end until almost midnight, the next morning I had at my doorstep our hometown newspaper containing an entire section devoted to that game, with great photos and excellent and extensive commentary.

What a pleasure it was to sit at breakfast and read about and relive every exciting moment of the game. And, knowing the devotion of fans, the paper even had a daily notice on the front page apologizing to subscribers in case delivery was later than normal.

The Post-Dispatch is a reflection of our city; it's a great baseball newspaper in a great baseball town!

Patti Teper • St. Louis
P-D MVP
I know the MVP of the Cardinals is Albert Pujols (although Yadier Molina is my personal favorite), and the MVP for the World Series is David Freese, but the MVP of Post-Dispatch photographers is Chris Lee.

I just don't know how Mr. Lee can be at the right place at the right time with just the right angle and always in focus. All of the photographers are good, but he is the best.

Thanks, Mr. Lee.

Linda Stewart • Fenton

