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Chris Christie comes to raise money, support Wagner 
By Jason Rosenbaum, special to the Beacon
Updated 11:37 am Mon., 9.26.11  
High-profile New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie will be in the St. Louis area today and Tuesday for several fundraisers.

The Republican chief executive will be headlining a fundraiser for the New Jersey Republican Party at noon today at the Ritz-Carlton in Clayton, according to New Jersey Republican Party spokesman Rick Gorka. Missouri Republican Party spokesman Jonathon Prouty said Christie will also be headlining a fundraiser later tonight for the Missouri Republican Party at a private residence.

Christie will also be on hand at Tuesday's fundraiser for Ann Wagner, who is running for the GOP nomination in the 2nd congressional district. According to a post on Wagner’s website, the event will take place at 8 a.m. Tuesday at the Sheraton Clayton Plaza Ballroom in Clayton. The minimum donation is $250; the maximum is $2,500 a person or $5,000 a couple.

Also on Monday, U.S. Sen. Roy Blunt, R-Mo., announced — in a statement distributed by the Wagner campaign — that he is backing Wagner's candidacy. Writing that he is "committed to doing everything I can to help her win," Blunt predicted that Wagner — the chairman of his Senate campaign last year — "will make a terrific Republican congresswoman, working with us to repeal the Obama agenda, cut taxes, end out-of control spending, create jobs, and put America on the right track."

Blunt said Wagner "has deep roots in the 2nd congressional district, and has devoted her time and energy to our local Republican

Party and to more charitable and community causes than I can mention. Her private sector business experience is desperately needed in Washington right now."

Ed Martin, an attorney and former chief of staff for Gov. Matt Blunt, is also running for the Republican nomination for the seat.

Christie’s visit to the Show Me State comes as speculation increases that he might run for president, especially as Texas Gov. Rick Perry may be experiencing a decline in his political fortunes. Politico reported that Christie is reconsidering his decision not to enter the race for the GOP nomination.

Christie has in the past emphatically stated he would not run for the presidency in 2012. He even went so far to say “short of suicide, I don't really know what I'd have to do to convince you people that I'm not running.”

Sean Soendker Nicholson of Progress Missouri sent out a press release this morning stating that “a broad coalition of working families, seniors and community activists” will be rallying at noon today outside of the Ritz-Carlton against Christie’s “brand of radical, mean-spirited politics.” Progress Missouri describes itself as “a multi-issue progressive advocacy organization.”

Gorka said there is not a press avail planned before or after the event. Prouty also said “there will be no press component” for the fundraiser.

Carnahan talks district challenge, congressional gridlock
By Jason Rosenbaum, special to the Beacon     

Posted 10:41 pm Mon., 9.26.11  

U.S. Rep. Russ Carnahan said Monday he supports a lawsuit, filed with the help of Democratic groups, that seeks to undo a reconfigured congressional map that forced the St. Louis Democrat into a difficult political situation.
Carnahan was effectively the odd man out during the General Assembly's redistricting process last spring, that carved new boundary lines for Missouri's remaining eight congressional districts.

 His residence was placed in the same district as U.S. Rep. Lacy Clay, D-St. Louis City, leaving Carnahan with the choice of either running in Clay's majority-black 1st District or the GOP-friendly 2nd District. Both districts are among four that took chunks of his current 3rd District.

Carnahan has been coy about his intentions for months, other than saying that he definitely planned to run for Congress in 2012. He often hinted that he expected -- and hoped -- that a lawsuit would be filed, challenging the map.

That happened on Friday when Gerald Grieman, a lawyer with the law firm Lewis Rice, filed a lawsuit in Cole County Circuit Court challenging the map.

As the Beacon reported last week, the lawsuit alleges that the Republican-controlled General Assembly, "utilized an overreaching process for wholly partisan purposes, and produced a map designed solely to serve partisan ends."

Grieman said last week the suit was being funded by the National Democratic Redistricting Trust, set up by national Democrats to fight congressional redistricting efforts by Republicans that were seen as partisan.

At his town hall forum in Richmond Heights, Carnahan said in response to a question from the crowd that he supported the lawsuit.

“I do support it,” Carnahan said. “From the very beginning, I believed that if this was done by population and not politics, the St. Louis region would have three whole congressional districts. You draw a ring around the St. Louis metropolitan area – that’s our population. And the Republican-controlled legislature had a different idea. Again I believe they did it solely on politics, and they basically sliced and diced the St. Louis region where there are more Democratic-leaning voters than any other part of the state.”

Carnahan went on to say that if a court looks at the new map “based on population and not politics, on keeping regions and communities together instead of dividing them,” it would result in “getting a better map.”

“As many of you may know or have seen in the lawsuit, we actually have a very specific provision in our state constitution that says when lines are being redrawn that they’d be compact and contiguous,” Carnahan said. “In other words – just the opposite of gerrymandering and crazy lines.”

People at the Richmond Heights forum heard a lot about a challenge to Missouri's congressional district map.

Carnahan asserted that some of the other districts fit in the category of gerrymandering. He recounted Grieman's characterization that the new 5th  District near Kansas City looks like a “dead lizard” and the revamped 4rd District in west-central  resembles a “three headed toad.”

“The worst actually is what they call the ‘Lake Lobster Claw’ that goes all the way from the Lake of the Ozarks like a giant claw around the St. Louis region,” Caranhan said, referring to the new 3rd District, which includes the residence of U.S. Rep. Blaine Luetkemeyer, R-St. Elizabeth.

 “So to give you some idea of the lines that were drawn, they’re clearly not compact and contiguous.”

[Video: Caranhan answers the question]

Speaking with reporters after the meeting at the Richmond Heights Community Center, Carnahan said he was still running for Congress. When asked about where he was in the process of which district he would run in, Carnahan said “I’ve made it very clear that I’m running for Congress next year. What’s not clear is what those district lines are going to look like.”

“As I’ve told people for several months now, I suspected this would finally be resolved in the courts,” Carnahan said. “I’m very optimistic that the courts are going to do a good job in that. And we’ll know before long what those district lines are going to look like.”

Asked if he was going to wait to make his decision until the lawsuit runs its course, Carnahan replied, “Again, we’ll evaluate that as time goes on.”

“But the thing I’ve made clear is that I’m running for Congress next year,” Carnahan said. “And we’ll be ready for whatever the political turf looks like.”

QUERIES ABOUT EXECUTION, ECONOMY

Carnahan’s town hall meeting, of course, touched on more topics than redistricting. He was asked about charter schools, whether to enact a “war tax” before any military conflict and about campaign finance regulations.

He was also asked about Troy Davis, a Georgia man who was executed last week in Georgia. The event sparked renewed debate about the appropriateness of the death penalty.

Carnahan said as a “general rule,” he is in favor of the death penalty. But the problem he has with it, he said, is that it is “statistically … disproportionally applied.”

“If you are at the lower end of the economic scale or if you’re a minority, you have a much higher chance of being executed in the system we have today,” Carnahan said. “I have to say I’m not very familiar with the facts of the particular case. But I do know there is a problem with our system.”

He said states like Illinois have suspended the death penalty while they review the fairness of how it's applied. If the death penalty is going to occur, he said, it has to be conducted in a manner where “people have a legitimate review.”

“In some states, they’re not getting that,” Carnahan said.

The forum also touched on the sluggish economy, an environment that has prompted President Barack Obama to introduce a “jobs plan.”

Tom Spellmeyer, a business owner who attended the forum, asked Carnahan whether it would be preferable to have government spending increase or to shore up the business community’s money to hire people.

“I’ll tell you from my experience, businesspeople don’t care about a $3,000 tax break to hire somebody when they have no idea what their insurance costs are going to be with this new system coming down the pike,” said Spellmeyer, referring to a component of Obama’s plan. “Where do we need to be? Can you describe that?”

To get “where we need to be,” Carnahan said there will have to be a combination of private sector and public sector action.

“I mentioned some of the largest companies in America sitting on $2 trillion in cash reserves and they seem hesitant to invest,” Carnahan said. “They have some legitimate concerns about certainty in terms what are the tax rates going to be, what are our health care costs going to be? So I think one of the self-inflicted wounds that have happened to this economy has been the dysfunction of Congress creating more uncertainty. You know, driving this country to the edge of an economic cliff.”

In response to the gridlock, Carnahan said there is need for “solutions.” He said he is hopeful that a so-called “Super Committee” that came about after the resolution of the debt ceiling standoff will yield a “balanced proposal” ending uncertainty.

“People will have confidence that over the next several years, we’ll begin to pay down that debt on one hand, but on the other hand we’re still going to have some money to invest in key programs,” Carnahan said, adding that he would like to see an increase focus on infrastructure programs.

Carnahan apparently is continuing his focus on jobs today, as he is slated to join area postal workers at a 4 p.m. rally to focus on their jobs amid talk of cutbacks by the U.S. Postal Service.

According a release about the announcement, "Congressman Carnahan, workers and community members will speak up about the critical role the U.S. Postal Service plays in every community, rural and urban alike, across the country, and the steps needed to ensure that every American can continue to count on their mail delivery."

Democrat Cleaver and Republican Yoder agree: Congress is a mess

By DAVE HELLING, The Kansas City Star
Posted on Mon, Sep. 26, 2011 11:23 PM

U.S. Reps. Emanuel Cleaver and Kevin Yoder said Monday that they agree with the 90 percent of Americans who think the government is a nightmare.

“We’re doing dumb things,” Cleaver, a Missouri Democrat, told an audience at a forum sponsored by the Greater Kansas City Chamber of Commerce. “We have fact-free debates.”

Yoder, a Kansas Republican, told the audience he has also been frustrated.

“It tends to be a blame game. It tends to be either Bush or Obama or somebody’s fault,” he said. “There’s a lack of accountability. … Hopefully it can only get better.”

It may get worse. 

Congress is still wrestling with a stopgap spending bill designed to keep the government running past Friday, the end of the nation’s fiscal year. The Senate on Monday approved the bill 79-12. 

The House is expected to go along, but members will have to return to Washington to make that happen.

“It was a mistake for us to come home this weekend, realizing we only have four days left,” Cleaver told reporters.

Democrats and Republicans have been arguing over how to pay for recent natural disasters and whether that spending should be offset by cuts in other government programs.

Yoder said paying for disaster spending by cutting other programs is important, but not worth another shutdown crisis.

“To shut down the government over this issue is wrong,” he said. “We ought to try and find a way to live within our spending caps, but yes, we’ve got to take care of these folks.”

Earlier, Yoder told the audience he’s skeptical of President Barack Obama’s latest efforts to improve the economy.

“The businesses I talk to say we’re not going to hire long-term employees for a six-month tax credit,” Yoder said.

He also said Democratic proposals to raise taxes on the wealthy are a “pound of flesh” demanded in exchange for cuts in long-term entitlement spending. 

Cleaver, however, said the public supports deficit reduction that includes higher taxes.

“The polls show almost 80 percent of Americans believe that the upper 1 percent should pay more taxes,” Cleaver said.

Teenager gets 7 years in prison for stealing, crashing Lt. Gov. Kinder's vehicle
Tuesday, September 27, 2011. By Patrick T. Sullivan ~ Southeast Missourian
The Cape Girardeau man who pleaded guilty to stealing Lt. Gov. Peter Kinder's car was sentenced to seven years in prison Monday. 

Jacob Shepard, 18, received a seven-year sentence for stealing a motor vehicle and a concurrent four-year sentence for property damage after stealing Kinder's 2009 Ford Flex and crashing it into a gun store April 25. 

Shepard was originally charged with torching the car, but the charge was dropped because of insufficient evidence, Shepard's attorney Scott Reynolds said. 

Shepard and Adam D. Cromer, 21, allegedly stole Kinder's 2009 Ford Flex on April 25 and rammed it into a brick wall at Shooters Gun Shop before torching it north of Cape Girardeau city limits on Highway 177. The car was a total loss, Kinder said in April. 

Shepard had testified in August that he was under the influence of ecstasy and alcohol when he stole and rammed Kinder's car into the wall. Shepard said he does not remember driving into the wall. 

In addition to Monday's sentences, Shepard is on probation for burglary and drug charges in Scott County. 

Reynolds had asked Cape Girardeau Circuit Court Judge Benjamin Lewis for a four-year sentence, calling a seven-year sentence "overkill," but Lewis rejected the request, despite acknowledging Shepard's results from the sentencing assessment test. 

"The courts don't want to see you throwing your life away," Lewis told Shepard. "But at some point we're not going to be concerned about you; we'll be concerned for public safety." 

Before he was sentenced, Shepard apologized to the community and Kinder, who was not in attendance. 

Cromer was charged with stealing a motor vehicle, first-degree tampering and second-degree attempted burglary. He pleaded not guilty to the charges and is set to be in court again Oct. 11. 

Missouri wins $20M job training grant
BY TIM BARKER • | Posted: Tuesday, September 27, 2011 12:25 am |

Missouri's community colleges have received a federal grant to train unemployed workers for health care jobs.

Officials say MoHealthWINS, fueled by a $20 million federal grant, will educate 4,600 people through the state's 12 community colleges and Linn State Technical College. The program was announced Monday by Gov. Jay Nixon, who said it would specifically target unemployed adults seeking new careers.

The funding is provided through a grant program offered by the U.S. Department of Labor.

Among the jobs that would be targeted are certified nursing aide, licensed practical nurse, phlebotomist, pharmacy technician and medical lab technician.

Nixon supported the grant proposal, saying it would offer the state another way to boost its percentage of residents with college degrees. Following a similar national goal, Nixon is hoping to push the percentage of state residents with a degree to 60 percent from 37 percent by 2020.

It is unclear how the money will be divided among the various schools.

In the grant proposal, St. Louis Community College said it would use the money to support career counselors and boot camps.

St. Charles Community College said it would train students to work as technicians in several areas, including radiological, medical lab and hearing aid specialization.
Missouri communities, including Joplin, set to receive more aid

Amidst Congressional debate over disaster funding, Blunt finds alternative for funds. 

By Sam Rourke, The Maneater - Published Sept. 27, 2011

Sen. Roy Blunt, R-Mo., initiated an amendment into the fiscal year of 2012 spending bill for Housing and Urban Development, Transportation and Related Agencies, which added $400 million of disaster relief funding.

The bill passed last Wednesday, and the money will be added to the Community Development Block Grant program, which aids disaster relief efforts. 

“There is still a lot of work to be done, but this amendment is a critical step forward to make sure Joplin and the communities along the Missouri and Mississippi Rivers have the resources they need in order to rebuild,” Blunt said in a news release.

The Community Development Block Grant program provides communities with resources to address a wide range of unique community development needs, according to its website.

Like other Missouri legislators, Blunt said he is trying to secure funding to aid the areas of the state plagued with disaster this past spring and summer.

“My first priority is finding the best way possible to make sure this funding is available for the families, farmers, and communities that were impacted by a number of natural disasters in Missouri this year,” Blunt said in the news release.

The amendment comes at a time when Congress is in a deadlock regarding disaster relief funding. Barring a congressional agreement, the federal disaster relief account is expected to run out by the end of this month.

Blunt was one of 10 Republicans who crossed party lines and voted in favor of a Senate proposal to add nearly $7 billion to disaster relief funding accounts that are nearly depleted, according to the Senate’s website. The bill passed through the Democrat-controlled Senate but was later rejected in the House.

The Republican-controlled House is proposing a different solution that allocates approximately $3.7 billion for disaster relief, $1.6 billion of which is accounted for in spending cuts, according to USA Today. The bill passed through the House by a vote of 219-203, according to the House’s website. It was later rejected in the Senate.

“The house passed a common-sense measure to keep the government open and provide immediate disaster relief to American families who desperately need it,” Speaker of the House John Boehner, R-Ohio, said in a news release Friday.

Democrats in the Senate rejected the House bill partially because of a lack of funding, according to a news release. 

“It fails to provide the relief that our fellow Americans need as they struggle to rebuild their lives in the wake of floods, wildfires and hurricanes,” Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid, D-Nev., said in the release Friday. 

Congressional leaders now once again stand at the brink of a potential government shutdown and must take action this week to keep the government running once the new fiscal year begins on Oct. 1, according to CNN. 

Senate begins investigation into Mamtek scandal
September 27, 2011 | Missouri News Horizon | Posted by: Tim Sampson
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo – The Senate will launch a formal investigation into the state’s role in luring a failed economic development project that has left residents of Moberly, Mo. on the hook for $39 million in bond revenues.

Starting next week, the Senate Committee on Governmental Accountability will begin an inquiry to see if the Department of Economic Development failed to protect taxpayers while courting the a failed factory construction project from Mamtek, an artificial sweetener company.

“We all want to see more jobs created in our state, but it must not be at the expense of taxpayer safeguards,” said Senate President Pro Tem Robert Mayer, who ordered the investigation.

The state attorney general has already begun his own examination into what went wrong at Mamtek. The project was back by $39 million in industrial development bonds issued by Moberly to finance construction of a new factory that promised to employ locals. The company also received more than $17 million worth of incentives from the state. But since receiving those incentives, Mamtek has failed to open a new facility, and has in fact laid-off employees. The company also missed its first bond payment.

Among the various topics of inquiry, Sen. Kurt Schaefer, R-Columbia, who will lead the investigation, said his panel will seek to discover if any wrong doing or misguidance by state officials played a role in promoting the project to Moberly officials.

Mo. senators plan to investigate Mamtek project
Sep 26, 6:52 PM EDT ~ Southeast Missourian

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- State senators said Monday they planned to investigate a so-far unfulfilled central Missouri project that was to use public incentives and employ several hundred people to manufacture artificial sweetener.

The project by Mamtek U.S. Inc. was backed by $39 million in industrial development bonds issued by Moberly to finance the construction of a factory. The state offered more than $17 million worth of incentives and the company was to get $8 million in private investment. But the plant remains under construction, Mamtek has laid off its employees and the company missed its first bond payment.

State officials have said Mamtek did not receive any state funds.

Missouri senators said that the planned to examine state government's role in the project, particularly how it was handled by the Department of Economic Development. The Senate Committee on Government Accountability was to conduct the probe.

Republican Sen. Kurt Schaefer, whose district includes Moberly, said it was important to learn what happened to protect other communities in the future.

Missouri Attorney General Chris Koster said last that week that he was investigating to determine whether any civil or criminal laws were violated. Koster said he would assist the Randolph County prosecutor and that the review had started immediately.

Meanwhile, the Columbia Daily Tribune reported Monday ( http://bit.ly/rhmGys ) that principal investors in Mamtek have formed a new company and told local officials that they plan to complete the factory project.

The Moberly Area Economic Development Corp. said the city received a written commitment from American Sucralose Manufacturing Inc. to make up the missed bond payment and "cure deficiencies and undertake completion of the project under city supervision."

Is there new hope for Moberly's sweetener plant?
by Lucas Bond, KRCG13
Posted: 09.26.2011 at 8:59 PM 

Moberly's Economic Development Office said the principal investors of Mamtek have formed a new company and promise to complete their sweetener factory.

A news release said the principal partners are now calling the company the American Sucralose Manufacturing Company.

The new company said they will repay the missed bond payment, cure the deficiencies, and complete the project under the city's supervision.

In early August Mamtek failed to make payment on $39 million in bonds issued to build a factory.

Work on the plant has stopped and the few employees working there have been laid off.
Monday the Missouri Senate announced it will investigate the Mamtek problem.
Last week the Missouri Attorney General's Office said it would also work with the Randolph County prosecutor to determine whether any civil or criminal laws were violated.
Mamtek promised the plant would eventually employ more than 600 people and make 300 tons annually of sucralose.
If you would like to learn more about Mamtek's problems click here. 

Mamtek news came at wrong time for St. Louis cargo hub

BY JASON HANCOCK • STLtoday.com | Posted: Tuesday, September 27, 2011 12:12 am

JEFFERSON CITY • An economic development bill that includes tax credits aimed at building an international freight hub in St. Louis was already facing stiff resistance before most Missouri lawmakers had even heard of Mamtek USA.

But now that the company's plan to create 600 jobs in Moberly, Mo., with the help of state incentives has collapsed, some wonder if it will bring the economic development bill down with it.

"This Mamtek issue has really become the flashpoint of the special session," said House Majority Leader Tim Jones, R-Eureka. "I didn't know anything about Mamtek two weeks ago, and it's now become a real hot point for many of our members on both sides of the aisle."

Gov. Jay Nixon said Friday that Mamtek hasn't received a single dollar of state tax credits or incentives because that money was tied to job creation.

"The incentives package was based on their plan to create 600 jobs. Those jobs have not been created, and the company has not received those incentives," Nixon said.

Lawmakers shouldn't be looking for the "excuse du jour" for why they can't pass the economic development bill, Nixon said. They should be working to bridge differences and pass legislation to put people back to work.

"There's a lot of Missourians out of work," he said. "They don't want to hear differences and excuses and complaints. They want people to come together to lay out a clear affordable path to help move our economy forward."

Last year, Nixon announced that Mamtek would receive about $17 million in incentives to create as many as 600 jobs making a no-calorie sweetener at a factory in Moberly. The plan also included $39 million in bonds backed by Moberly.

But the Hong Kong-based company never made its first bond payment. That resulted in Moberly's credit rating being downgraded by Standard & Poor's, which will cost the city money on any borrowing it does in the future.

Mamtek has since announced that it is nearly broke, and construction on the new factory has stopped.

Questions are now swirling about whether the Department of Economic Development did its due diligence before entering into the agreement with Mamtek.

Critics point out that other communities declined to do business with Mamtek because the company was unwilling to share details of its financing. The Columbia Daily Tribune reported last week that the private investment Mamtek has assured the state it had lined up was to come from Chinese citizens looking to invest as a way to acquire a residency visa, which could eventually lead to U.S. citizenship.

Nixon was asked Friday whether he was aware that Mamtek relied on finding investors who would emigrate from China.

"I don't run the Department of Economic Development, and I don't work the deals at the ground level," Nixon said.

Over the summer, leaders in the House and Senate announced a deal had been struck on a plan to overhaul the state's existing tax credit programs and create $360 million in incentives aimed at turning Lambert-St. Louis International Airport into a cargo hub for Chinese freight.

The Senate eventually stripped out $300 million from the plan, replacing it with Compete Missouri, which consolidates six state business incentives into one program run by the executive branch. The goal of Compete Missouri is to streamline the process for awarding incentives.

House Speaker Steve Tilley, R-Perryville, said many of his members had issues with Compete Missouri long before Mamtek. That's why it wasn't included in the original deal struck between House and Senate leaders, he said.

"[Mamtek] has created a problem and reinforces our concerns about Compete Missouri," Tilley said. "When you give the governor complete discretion, sometimes that's not the best thing."

Jones said the question he's getting from House members and constituents is: "Why would we pass a piece of legislation giving power to those same individuals so they can make more bad mistakes and bad judgement calls?"

House negotiators reworked the bill yet again, paring down Compete Missouri and allotting $25 million into a bonding program called BUILD Missouri. But that idea is also proving controversial, because BUILD was one of the programs utilized by Mamtek.

Senate President Pro Tem Rob Mayer, R-Dexter, said Mamtek is eroding support for the economic development legislation.

It was widely expected that the House and Senate would adjourn last week if a deal on the bill couldn't be worked out. But Republican leaders in both chambers agreed to remain in session to try to keep working towards a compromise. Mayer said the full Senate will not gather until the House passes some version of the legislation. Tilley said his chamber won't even take up a bill until the differences can be worked out behind the scenes.

The special session can continue for up to 60 days. Today marks the 18th day.

On Monday, Mayer announced that the Senate Committee on Governmental Accountability would conduct an investigation into the financial collapse of Mamtek.

"Each day more and more information is unfolding when it comes to how this deal started and how it failed," said Republican Sen. Kurt Schaefer of Columbia, whose district includes Moberly. "It is extremely important for everyone across our state to learn what happened here so we may prevent other communities from falling victim to similar scenarios."

That announcement follows news last week that Missouri Attorney General Chris Koster was conducting his own investigation to determine whether any violations of Missouri civil or criminal laws occurred.

While the initial political problem appears to rest in the lap of Nixon, Republican Lt. Gov. Peter Kinder was also involved in the deal. Kinder, who is widely expected to run against Nixon, voted last year as a member of the Missouri Development Finance Board to approve $4.6 million in tax credits for Mamtek.

Mamtek, Wi-Fi in financial trouble
Posted: 09.26.2011 at 8:46 PM, KTVO3
JEFFERSON CITY, MO (AP) -- 

State senators plan to investigate an unfulfilled central Missouri project that used public incentives and was to employ several hundred people to manufacture artificial sweetener.

The project by Mamtek U.S. Inc. was backed by $39 million in industrial development bonds issued by Moberly, and the state offered more than $17 million worth of incentives. But the plant remains under construction, Mamtek has laid off its employees and the company missed its first bond payment.

Missouri senators said Monday the committee would examine the role of the Department of Economic Development in the project.

The attorney general's office said last week that it was assisting the Randolph County prosecutor to determine whether any civil or criminal laws were violated.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The problems with the proposed Mamtek location in Moberly made us wonder what the latest is on the Wi-Fi situation in Kirksville.

A visit to the Wi-Fi property Monday afternoon found no one at home.

Wi-Fi is in default on their one million dollar state loan. The Missouri department of economic development has turned the issue over to the attorney general's office. A check with that office found that they are still talking to the attorney for Wi-Fi, but there is no repayment agreement or arrangement at this time.

Missouri Governor Jay Nixon was in Kirksville back in July of 2009 to announce the million dollar state loan, which was to have allowed Wi-Fi to hire up to 40 people at wages which the company said would be around 20 dollars an hour.

Wi-Fi missed its first payment on the state loan back in November of last year.

Analysis: Consensus evaporates on incentives
Written by David A. Lieb, The Associated Press
6:26 AM, Sep. 27, 2011  
JEFFERSON CITY -- Missouri's special legislative session on business incentives appears to be fading to failure -- in part because of a rush to take credit for its success.

Republican legislative leaders rushed to upstage Democratic Gov. Jay Nixon this summer by announcing they had struck an agreement on a sweeping package to curtail many of Missouri's existing tax credits and create new incentives for businesses. In hindsight, it's clear there was no agreement -- at least not among most lawmakers.
Now in its fourth week, the special session has essentially been suspended. Lawmakers have left the Capitol. There are no more votes scheduled on the economic development legislation. There weren't even negotiations over the weekend between House and Senate leaders who, despite their summer exuberance, are now exasperated with each other.
The "crisp, effective session" that Nixon hoped could be wrapped up within a couple of weeks? Well, it's turned stale.
"I think the prevailing question from a lot of us is: Why are we even here in the first place? Because there was not a consensus on rank-and-file caucus members on this issue," said Republican Sen. Chuck Purgason of Caulfield.
Purgason actually gave the first clue that the special session might not go as smoothly as forecast.
After the House and Senate failed to agree on a business incentive bill during the regular session that ended in May, Purgason was part of a small group of Republican representatives and senators who kept negotiating for a compromise plan that could be considered during a potential special session. But he was caught off guard when Senate President Pro Tem Rob Mayer and House Speaker Steven Tilley flew around the state July 20 to announce what they described as a "historic agreement" on a "comprehensive jobs bill."
Tilley, R-Perryville, declared it a "plan with broad support." Mayer, R-Dexter, said it "should have significant support."
Yet Purgason, on that same day, stressed that the "consensus" was really just a "concept" and the specifics had not been drafted as legislation.
Missouri GOP disturbed that state Senate declined to vote on primary bill
By Jo Mannies, Beacon political reporter     

Posted 1:44 am Tue., 9.27.11  
 It was, ultimately, the decision of Republican leaders in the state Senate to not act on a bill that would move back Missouri's presidential primary, now slated for February.

But the Missouri Republican Party wants to make publicly clear it's not happy about the turn of events.

Party leaders confirmed Monday that Missouri is on track by Saturday to officially be in violation of the national GOP's rules governing presidential primaries and caucuses. Oct. 1 is the deadline for Missouri to change its primary date and submit its delegate-selection plan to the Republican National Committtee.

Missouri's primary is now slated to be in February. But it must be in March or later in order to avoid penalties -- which could include not seating some of Missouri's delegates at the Republican presidential convention next summer in Tampa, Fla.

(The national Republican and Democratic parties have determined that the first primaries or caucuses are to be in February 2012 in Iowa, New Hampshire, Nevada and South Carolina. Everybody else is to hold their caucuses or primaries in March or later.)

Missouri can't meet the Oct. 1 deadline because the state Senate adjourned last Friday and is not scheduled to meet this week -- and there's a question whether the Senate will meet again at all in special session, which technically will continue until early November.

The primary bill was among several measures that the Senate declined to act on, during its feud with the state House over an economic-development package. The House approved the primary bill during the special session's first week.

The Missouri Democratic Party is in the same fix as the GOP, but officials so far have said little.

But on Monday, state Republican Party chairman David Cole issued a statement in response to the Beacon's query.

"We are disappointed that the Missouri General Assembly failed to achieve final passage of the presidential primary bill prior to the RNC's deadline to file delegate selection plans-but this is not the end of our fight. The Missouri Republican Party will explore all of our options, and we intend to do everything in our power to make sure that we protect our delegates and Missouri's influence in the national nominating process."

Senate leader says presidential primary date won’t move without jobs bill
September 27, 2011 | Missouri News Horizon | Posted by: Tim Sampson
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. – The current impasse over the Missouri jobs bill could keep the state’s Republican voters from having a say in next year’s presidential primary.

GOP leaders in the Senate say the upper chamber will not take up a bill to push back the date of the state’s presidential primary until a deal has been reached with the House over the economic development and tax credit reform bill at the center of the current special session.

“I think we’ve made it pretty clear that we aren’t going to take up any other piece of legislation until we see movement on the jobs bill in the House,” said Senate Majority Floor Leader Tom Dempsey, R-St. Charles. “The most pressing matter is the economic development/tax credit reform bill.”

After tense negotiations over the jobs package last week failed to produce any resolution between the House and the Senate, the two chambers have taken a week off before talks resume. But the pause is generating even more anxiety among Republican voters who face the possibility of not having their delegates seated if they fail to capitulate to the request of their party’s national leadership.

It’s the latest setback for a bill that has proven more difficult to pass than first imagined. Since the March, the legislature has moved several times to push back the primary date. Overcoming the objections of Senators who felt the move by the national parties to space out the nominating contests would diminish Missouri’s relevance in the process, the provision was ultimately folded into a larger piece of legislation that was vetoed by the governor.

Lawmakers had hoped to pass the provision by itself during the legislative session, but Dempsey said that without the economic development bill, other pieces of legislation would not be taken up, leaving the presidential primary bill to be dealt with during the regular session in January – less than a month before the currently scheduled primary.

Dempsey brushed aside concerns that the Republican National Committee may choose to carry out their threat to not seat Missouri delegates, noting how they handled Florida in in 2008. In that year, the RNC said it would not seat any of Florida’s delegates after they refused to get in line with the national order; however the RNC ultimately let half the state’s delegates vote at the convention.

But even if the legislature is able to come to an agreement on the jobs bill and allow other pieces of legislation to move forward, it could still be an uphill battle in the Senate to move the primary date. The proposal has consistently faced opposition from members of both parties who say that Missouri will become irrelevant if it moves back so far in the primary season.

Dempsey said he understands those concerns.

“Citizens of the state of Missouri want our presidential candidates to come and campaign in Missouri – all parts of Missouri,” he said. “And the reason we moved our primary date up early in the first place was so that they would have that opportunity.”

The proposal to move Missouri’s primary from February to March, comes at the behest of both national parties which are seeking to spread out the various presidential nominating contests. In recent election cycles, more and more states have moved their primary elections closer to the beginning of the year when there are more candidates still in the race so that its citizens’ votes can have greater influence.

But with President Barack Obama not facing any primary challengers for the Democratic nomination, it’s an issue that most immediately would affect Missouri Republicans.

Right to Life and Republicans Split on MOSIRA
September 27, 2011 | Missouri News Horizon | Posted by: Dick Aldrich
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. — State Republican legislative leaders are at odds with Missouri Right to Life and some other pro-life lobbying groups over the group’s opposition to the MOSIRA bill that passed the House last week.

Missouri Right to Life lobbyists Friday sponsored an amendment carried on the House floor by Rep. Randy Asbury, R-Moberly, that sought to place language in the Missouri Science and Innovation Reinvestment Act banning state funds from being used to pay for embryonic stem cell research and human cloning –  language that legislative leaders said was redundant and would kill the bill.

“It is better that we state our intent now to keep embryonic stem cell research and human cloning from being performed with public monies than to respond after the fact when it has already occurred,” said Asbury introducing the amendment during debate on the floor of the House.

The amendment drew several supporting speeches, many from newer members of the state legislature. But it also drew the ire of several seasoned veterans of the legislative process, including Rep. Chris Kelly, D-Columbia and Rep. Ryan Silvey, R-Kansas City. They pointed out that the precise language is used during the state budget process to keep money from being appropriated for those purposes.

They said to try and place such language on MOSIRA would violate court opinions on Amendment 2, a statewide ballot issue from 2006 that allows Missouri stem cell researchers to conduct research permitted under federal law without interference from the state legislature.

Silvey said if the amendment went on to the bill, then MOSIRA was likely dead.

“If it goes on, procedurally the bill goes back to the other chamber and they have control of it…and they’re not going to accept this language,” Silvey said. “If they had wanted this language, the would have put it on there in the first place.”

House Majority Leader Tim Jones, R-Eureka, said he was offended that Missouri Right to Life equated support of the Senate version of MOSIRA with a vote against pro-life legislation.

“Dare challenge my credentials, dare say I’m not pro-life because I’m going to vote against an unconstitutional provision that we have litigated time and time and time again in this building, and time and time and time again outside this building,” said Jones in an emotional address to the House.

Jones sponsored legislation banning almost all late term abortions in Missouri this past session.

“One special interest should not control the will of this body,” Jones added.

The amendment was ultimately defeated on a vote of 68 to 74.

There was a time in the not so distant past that Missouri Right to Life and the Republican Party were nearly synonymous, when party candidates fought for the group’s favor. Speaker Steven Tilley said that time had ended.

“I think the turning point was about four or five years ago when they started rating people who were openly pro-choice ahead of people who were pro-life,” Tilley said. “I think that diminished their credibility.”

But Tilley was not ready to write off the organization and its goals.

“I support Missouri Right to Life, I support what they’re trying to do,” he said. “But, I’m not telling you that from time to time we don’t disagree with them. If anybody’s looking for a member of the General Assembly that’s going to agree with them 100 percent of the time, they’re not going to find it.”

Mo. special session stalls at good time for staff
Sep 27, 4:31 AM EDT ~ Southeast Missourian

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- Missouri's special legislative session has stalled at a convenient time for some of staff at the state Capitol.

Lawmakers do not plan any votes or debate this week because House and Senate leaders remain at odds over a bill that would revamp many of Missouri's existing tax credits and create new incentives for businesses.

Some of the administrative staff members who help run the two chambers are gone this week, too. That's because the American Society of Legislative Clerks and Secretaries is hosting its annual fall seminar in Branson.

Registration for the conference begins Tuesday, and sessions run from Wednesday through Sunday.

An agenda for the meeting lists Terry Spieler (SPEEL'-er), the secretary of the Missouri Senate, as the organization's president.

McCreery running as independent in 83rd, after losing Democratic nod
By Jo Mannies, Beacon political reporter     

Posted 2:45 am Tue., 9.27.11  
Democrat Tracy McCreery is opting to continue her quest for the 83rd District state House seat, even though she lost her bid for her party's nomination.

McCreery is planning to run as an independent for the post in the Nov. 8 special election to fill the seat that has been vacant since Democrat Jake Zimmerman was elected in April as St. Louis County Assessor. The 83rd District takes in part of Olivette, Overland, part of University City

McCreery said Monday that she has filed the appropriate documents and signatures to be on the ballot. She will challenge Democrat Jeffrey O'Connell, who was chosen by party leaders last month.

McCreery is the long-time district aide to former State Sen. Joan Bray, D-University City. In her unsuccessful bid for the Democratic nomination for the Democratic-leaning seat, McCreery had been endorsed by the local chapter of the National Women's Political Caucus and by PROMO -- the region's major gay-rights organization.

However, McCreery lost out last month to O'Connell in the balloting of Democratic committeemen and committeewomen in the district. She says she received votes from 7 of the 10 committeepeople, but because of "weighted voting'' (which relies on the Democratic voter percentage in each township), O'Connell won the nomination.

O'Connell is a former member of the Overland City Council and currently is the business agent for Laborers Local 42. He also is the Democratic committeeman for Midland Township. (Click here to read the Beacon's story on his selection.)

Said McCreery: "I am running because the voters deserve a choice, not a hand-picked candidate chosen behind closed doors. My experience as a businesswoman, working in government, and as a community activist gives me the unique ability to speak out and work agains tthe conservative agenda that exists in Jefferson City right now.  I want to begin to repair the damage caused by conservative majorities in both chambers."

Missouri's Silver Haired Legislature recommends more funding for senior meal program
Monday, September 26, 2011 | 7:06 p.m. CDT 

BY Brendan Gibbons, Columbia Missourian
COLUMBIA — Meal programs providing Missouri senior citizens with free meals at senior centers and in their homes are stretched thin by a lack of funding. 

The Silver Haired Legislature, an informal body advocating for senior citizens, chose increasing and restoring funding for meal programs as the most important issue it would like to present to the Missouri General Assembly in 2012.

Brushwood said he worries about the future of the meal program and what Columbia seniors would do without it.

"I cannot foresee the economy getting better for a few years," Brushwood said. "You can't expect money from the state for everything because they have to pass a balanced budget."

Funding to the meal program was cut in fiscal 2010 by about $1.4 million, said Catherine Edwards, executive director of the Missouri Association of Area Agencies on Aging. The effects of these cuts were mitigated slightly by federal stimulus money, Edwards said, but that help eventually dried up.

In January 2011, Edwards told the legislature that the cuts had forced agencies to cut staff, close centers and scale back the meal program, resulting in a decrease of tens of thousands of meals delivered.

Edwards said the cuts had come with a promise to fund the state's 10 agencies on aging with 75 percent of that $1.4 million, or about $1.05 million.

On Aug. 3, Gov. Jay Nixon released $471,000 to the agencies on aging, about half of the 75 percent Edwards said they had wanted. She said this is not enough.

"(The meal program) is the bedrock of what we do," Edwards said.

She said proper nutrition for seniors is a smart investment for the state because it keeps elderly residents in their homes instead of relying on Medicaid for nursing home care. Seniors are also more likely to buy food instead of medications if they are forced to choose between the two, she said.

The high cost of nursing home care means that even if only 90 seniors are forced to go on Medicaid to pay for it, it costs the state more than the $1.4 million it would take to fund the program fully, Edwards said.

"The impact increases because as the number of seniors increases, more are seeking home-delivered meals, and costs are increasing," she said.

Kate King, area coordinator for central Missouri, said improving funding for the meal plans has been a priority of the Silver Haired Legislature sessions for years.

"It's the most important service we offer," King said.

Brushwood, Edwards and King all said the agencies have had to rely on private donations to keep the program going, but those contributions also are diminishing. 

"We had to rely on private contributions and can’t get any more out of it," King said.

"Lots of people are out of work," Brushwood said. "They may be afraid to give money because they are of the opinion that the economy will get worse before it gets better."

Edwards said the Area Agencies on Aging would not give up on receiving the $1.4 million in funding from the state.

"If these weren't tough times, we wouldn't need to be asking," Edwards said.

Many states have Silver Haired Legislatures, which bring together delegates chosen by seniors to represent their interests to their states' governing bodies. The Missouri Silver Haired Legislature held its 38th annual session Sept. 19-21 in Jefferson City.

Other proposals by seniors

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Silver Haired Legislature debated on 18 different proposals before choosing five priority bills for the coming session. In addition to funding for the meals program, they were:

■Creating a Silver Alert system to locate missing seniors, especially those with Alzheimer’s and dementia.

■Raising the asset level for Missouri HealthNet beneficiaries.

■Limiting interest rates and prohibiting renewals for payday loans.

■Improving the process of criminal background checks for long-term care workers

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Consensus on leadership eludes KC school board

By JOE ROBERTSON The Kansas City Star 

Posted on Mon, Sep. 26, 2011 11:22 PM

Kansas City school board members agree on most things as they come riding out of the storm of John Covington’s resignation and the state’s decision to take away accreditation.

They believe in the transformation plan Covington put together with the community. They believe that Interim Superintendent Steve Green is the right leader to carry it forward.

One question, however, still confounds them: Who should be their president?

“This is the last thing to get over to put all this fluctuation to bed,” acting board president Derek Richey said.

He and other board members said Monday that they hope they can approach consensus before they meet Wednesday night and possibly vote on the next board leader — a key role as the district tries to win public confidence. The president sets the agenda for the board, and the board would like to show it can come to an agreement.

But with two days to go, it was hard for anyone to see a scenario that would get the necessary five out of eight votes.

“I don’t see any,” board member Arthur Benson said.

The complication is that a board that is mostly unified in how it is approaching the business of the district is deeply split over its own leadership.

Airick Leonard West had been serving as president, but he resigned the role under pressure Aug. 30 at the height of the confusion after Covington stunned the board with his resignation a week before. He wants to return to the head chair.

Richey, who is vice president, has served as acting board president since and now sits opposite West on the board’s political landscape. He’d like to keep the gavel.

The two had been allies, working together during the 2010 board election to help sweep in a slate of three candidates. The new members joined a strong majority that chose West as board president.

Those three new members — Kyleen Carroll, Joseph Jackson and Crispin Rea — remain in support of West.

Richey has separated from West, and now aligns with three other board members who voted Aug. 31 not to allow West to return to his president role — Benson, Duane Kelly and Ray Wilson.

In the first two days after Covington resigned, Benson had publicly blamed West as the primary cause. When Covington popped up in Detroit with a new job, Benson backed off some of his claims, but still had concerns that West’s heavily involved style was interfering with the district administration’s business.

West’s supporters on the board describe him as giving extraordinary effort with the community in support of the schools.

There were no indications Monday that any of the four board members in Richey’s camp would be willing to back West, nor were any of the four in West’s camp apparently inclined to give a nod to Richey.

There is not a ninth member to break the tie because Marilyn Simmons resigned from the board in June and her replacement, Carl Evans, does not take the seat until November.

The board could turn to alternative choices — Wilson from the Richey camp and Jackson from the West camp purportedly have been offered for everyone’s consideration.

“I am interested,” said Wilson, who was a parent leader the last time the district was unaccredited in 2001. “I know what needs to be done, and I told them I would do it.”

Jackson said he also would be willing, if that’s what the rest of the board wants.

Richey wants to keep on as president, but not by means of a fight.

“I would happily continue to serve in this role,” Richey said. “But I’m not going to die on the sword for it if the consensus is to go in another direction.”

The board needs to choose wisely, Rea said, considering the weighty tasks ahead in helping the district and its administration win community confidence.

“We need strong leadership all the way through,” he said. “We need leadership we can all rally around.”
Mo. AG plans open records training session 
Sep 27, 4:31 AM EDT ~ Southeast Missourian
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- The Missouri attorney general's office is planning to teach law officers and municipal government workers about the state's open records law.

The state agency planned to teach local officials about their responsibilities when people request records dealing with accident reports, incident reports, arrest records and investigative reports.

Members of the public are permitted to attend the instructional sessions.

The public records training is scheduled for Oct. 5 at 10 a.m. at St. James City Hall in central Missouri.

Remembering Boone County Presiding Commisioner Ed Robb

Monday, September 26, 2011 | 5:26 p.m. CDT; updated 6:49 p.m. CDT, Monday, September 26, 2011 

BY Alexandria Baca, Columbia Missourian

COLUMBIA — People who knew Ed Robb, the Boone County presiding commissioner who died Saturday, remember him as a kind and intelligent man who loved numbers and cared deeply for the county he served. Here are some of their thoughts:

Monica Kuster, commission secretary

"I don't like a lot of people," Kuster said with a chuckle. "But (Robb) was hands-down my favorite."

While most people who knew Robb remember his passion for numbers and economic theory, Kuster remembers that he collected clocks and decorated his office with photographs he had taken himself.

Kuster glanced tearfully at a musical clock that began to chime and sing when it hit the top of the hour.

"That was his clock, you know," she said. Kuster said that when she visited Robb's wife, Rosa, to pay her respects on Sunday, more clocks adorned the house than she could count.

Since the first day of Robb's term as presiding commissioner, Kuster said they "just clicked."

"We were just instant friends," Kuster said.

Kuster said she knew Robb hadn't been feeling well the past few weeks, but Robb would never complain or stay home from work.

"The days he came into work feeling the worst, he'd tell the best jokes," she said. "I think he spent the last couple of months not worrying about the doctors and making every day the best."

Skip Elkin, Northern District commissioner

"I'm still in the numb phase of things," Elkin said Monday morning.

Elkin spoke calmly, and the only emotion he was able to describe was sadness.

Elkin described Robb as a kind and gentle individual but said he would miss Robb's sense of humor and fellowship most.

"He always brought levity to every meeting we were in," Elkin said.

Robb's vast knowledge of economics and budgets will be sorely missed, Elkin said, adding that a newly appointed presiding commissioner will have a difficult time matching Robb.

"As a local government official, to have the opportunity to work with a world-renowned economist was such a great opportunity," Elkin said.

The commissioner said he hopes to continue the dialogue in Boone County discussing a home rule government, an agenda most passionately championed by Robb.

Larry Grossman, friend and campaigner

Grossman had been a close friend of Robb's since his first campaign for state representative in 2004.

"He was a much better legislator than a politician," Grossman said. He said some people might describe Robb as gruff, but Robb actually was just shy.

"I think he was just speaking his mind from the direction he was coming, and it came off gruff because he's not a politician," Grossman said.

Grossman recalled a time during Robb's 2006 campaign for state representative when he spent an entire day crunching numbers for proposed changes in K-12 education funding. Robb excitedly called Grossman later that night, having figured out that the formula chosen to allocate funding for education gave Columbia more money than any other school district.

"That's the kind of thing that would excite Ed Robb, more than calling for a donation or being involved in what's going to go on radio or what's going to go on TV," Grossman said.

Grossman said that though Robb wasn't involved in the state legislature anymore, he still would do work for them just because he liked it and enjoyed working with numbers.

"Anytime there were numbers involved, it really didn't matter whether it was balancing the campaign checkbook or projecting the budget, Ed was just in his glorious time when he could use numbers and his abilities to come up with a solution," Grossman said.

Grossman said he was mourning and wishing the best for Robb's family.

LOOKING BACK: In Robb's career, 'a zeal for economics'

Monday, September 26, 2011 | 5:45 p.m. CDT 

BY Elizabeth Rinehart, Columbia Missourian
COLUMBIA — Boone County Presiding Commissioner and former Missouri House Rep. Ed Robb died Saturday after collapsing while leaving a party.

Robb, who moved to Columbia in 1972 to take a position as director of MU’s new Economic Research Center, took an interest in economics while in college. He later opened Edward H. Robb and Associates, consulting for the state on economic policy for more than 20 years.

Robb told the Missourian that after he scored the best grade in his Economics for Engineers course during his sophomore year of college, he knew his life had changed for good.

"I was hooked," Robb told the Missourian. "My professor created for me a zeal for economics I didn’t think was possible."

Robb represented the 24th District in the Missouri House of Representatives, and when he was elected in 2004, he was the first Republican to hold the seat since 1982. He was re-elected in 2006 but lost in 2008 to Democrat Chris Kelly by 411 votes. Robb raised $170,000 in a campaign that set records for fundraising.

In 2010, Robb ran for Boone County presiding commissioner and beat Democrat J. Scott Christianson by a margin of 528 votes.

Boone County commissioners held a special meeting Monday to discuss the division of duties. Boone County Northern District Commissioner Skip Elkin, a National Guard reservist, will report for active duty Dec. 2, which would leave only one commissioner if Gov. Jay Nixon doesn't appoint a new presiding commissioner before then.

MISSOURINET
Senate Committee to study Mamtek deal, new entity tries to salvage it
by Mike Lear on September 27, 2011

A failed economic development deal to bring hundreds of jobs to north central Missouri will be the subject of a Senate Committee investigation even as a new entity hopes to salvage it.

Senate Leader Rob Mayer has named Senator Kurt Schaefer to the Committee on Governmental Accountability and asked that body to investigate Mamtek. That’s the company that was to have opened a sucralose plant in Moberly and provided over 600 jobs. The Senate reports Mamtek received $37 million in bonds from the City of Moberly and had been promised more than $17.6 million in state tax incentives if certain requirements were met. No state money has gone to the project.

Senator Schaefer says the Committee will look at whether the Department of Economic Development is doing its due diligence before committing taxpayer dollars to economic development projects. It will begin work with an organizational meeting next week.

Meanwhile, a new entity has been formed that will attempt to complete the Mamtek project. American Sucralose Manufacturing includes some “key former principals of Mamtek,” according to a statement from Moberly’s Industrial Development Authority. It will deposit funds to restore the debt service reserve Mamtek used to make an August bond payment. The new company plans to “cure the deficiencies, and undertake completion of the project under City (of Moberly) supervision.”

Senator Schaefer wishes the new corporation well but says the Committee’s investigation must proceed in spite of the new effort to resume the project. He hopes the Committee’s work would not interfere with that attempt, but he says lawmakers’ greater responsibility is to taxpayers in Moberly and statewide.

He thinks the Mamtek failure raised flags in the upper chamber about the economic development bill because Senators thought it was being rushed through quickly, like the Mamtek deal. That sucralose plant package was put together in only 73 days.

The special session, meanwhile, is still underway. A few senators met in technical session on Monday and debate may resume on Thursday.




Listen to Mike Lear’s interview with Senator Kurt Schaefer mp3 8:33 

Download 
Loughner heads back to Arizona
by Jessica Machetta on September 27, 2011

The suspect in the Tucson shooting rampage has been transported from Missouri to Arizona so a judge can consider whether he’s mentally fit to stand trial.

If not, Jared Lee Loughner will return to the federal prison in Springfield to extend his stay by another eight months.

Loughner has pleaded not guilty to 49 charges stemming from the Jan. 8 shooting that killed six and injured 13, including Representative Gabrielle Giffords.

Loughner’s attorneys have filed an injunction saying the Springfield prison’s forced medication of Loughner has NOT proven there’s a substantial probability his condition can be improved so that he can stand trial. 

 BLOG ZONE 
No surprise: Roy Blunt backs Ann Wagner for Congress
BY JAKE WAGMAN • STLtoday.com | Posted: Monday, September 26, 2011 9:38 am

ST. LOUIS • Last month, when asked to weigh in on the latest turn in Peter Kinder's campaign for governor, U.S. Sen. Roy Blunt declined to discuss "primary issues." 
But that doesn't mean that the freshman senator minds choosing sides in a partisan contest.

Just a week after announcing his support for Mitt Romney's White House bid, Blunt on Monday signaled his support for Congressional hopeful Ann Wagner, who is in a primary fight to replace Todd Akin in the U.S. House.

In a note distributed by the Wagner campaign, Blunt wrote "there is no doubt in my mind that Ann will make a terrific Republican Congresswoman."

"She has deep roots in the 2nd Congressional District, and has devoted her time  and energy to our local Republican Party and to more charitable and community causes than I can mention," Blunt wrote.

If Blunt's support of Romney was expected — they share family and political ties —than the Wagner endorsement was a sure thing.

Wagner was chair of Blunt's 2010 Senate campaign, in which he throttled Democrat Robin Carnahan by more than 13 points.

It also says something about the fleeting loyalties of politics: When Roy's son Matt was governor and needed a more hands on chief of staff, he called on a St. Louis lawyer who, it turned, out may have been a little too hands on. 
That lawyer, of course, is Ed Martin, who is now Wagner's primary opponent — and apparently long out of the Blunt family's inner circle.

Blunt eyeing Senate leadership run
In Session By Ben Pershing, Published: September 26 Washington Post
Don’t call it a comeback, because Roy Blunt never actually left Capitol Hill. But three years after he stepped down as House Republican whip, the freshman senator has nudged his way back into the spotlight.

Last week, Blunt (Mo.) announced his endorsement of former Massachusetts governor Mitt Romney’s presidential bid and was named head of Romney’s congressional team. Blunt has played a key, bridge-building role in advancing stalled trade agreements and securing funding for disaster aid. And he has dipped his toe back in the leadership waters, publicly mulling a campaign for vice chairman of the Senate Republican Conference.

The increased activity befits a lawmaker who has spent nearly four decades in electoral politics, and is now growing comfortable in the Senate after a tenure in the House GOP leadership that ended uncomfortably.

Missouri is still recovering from the tornado that struck Joplin in May, and Blunt is in the middle of the current impasse over how much funding to give the Federal Emergency Management Agency and whether that funding should be offset.

Blunt was one of 10 Senate Republicans who joined with Democrats earlier this month to vote for spending $7 billion in emergency disaster relief over the next year, nearly double what the House has proposed to spend. FEMA is set to run out of money later this week, and the entire government could shut down Oct. 1 without a new spending agreement.

“I think it has to be resolved and will be resolved,” Blunt said in an interview Tuesday morning.

The Senate passed a temporary funding bill Tuesday night, 79-12, but Blunt voted against it, complaining that the measure would “delay the process” and “provides less emergency funding for Missourians.”

Blunt, a former history teacher who takes a Missourian’s pride in having the Senate office once occupied by Harry Truman, likes to place the present in the proper context. He called the current fight part of “this process we go through every 25 or 30 years where we have this disruptive debate about who we’re going to be, and then that’s who we are for a long time. That debate is a whole lot more important than anything going on in Washington right now.”

Blunt will play a bigger role in that debate if he decides to make a return to leadership. He lost a heated campaign for House majority leader in 2006 to Rep. John A. Boehner (R-Ohio), and then gave up the party whip job in 2008 to clear the way for Rep. Eric Cantor (R-Va.), his longtime deputy, to take the job.

Now he’s thinking that his House experience may help him in the Senate.

“Several members came to me and said, ‘You know, we don’t appear to understand the House very well as an institution. . . . We need to be able to get things done and you could add to that process,’ ” Blunt said.

Freshman Sen. Ronald H. Johnson (R-Wis.) has already jumped into the vice chairman’s race and has assembled several public endorsements. Blunt said Johnson, a businessman and tea party favorite, “brings a different set of skills to the leadership than I do” and that if both men run, members would have to decide which profile they preferred.

The vice chairman's slot will open because other senators are moving up in the wake of the decision by Sen. Lamar Alexander (R-Tenn.) to leave the leadership table in January and concentrate on legislating and building consensus.

“I fully understand Lamar’s view of this,” Blunt said. “There’s a lot to be said for just being able to be an independent operator and do what you want to do. This is the first time I’ve been able to do that in a long time.”

Along those lines, Blunt worked with Sen. Rob Portman (R-Ohio) in recent months to round up Republican votes for Trade Adjustment Assistance, a compromise measure designed to smooth passage of free trade agreements with South Korea, Panama and Colombia. The TAA bill is backed by Democrats but opposed by Republican leaders.

“In that case it was probably helpful not to be a chairman or in leadership,” Blunt said. 

Inside or outside of leadership, Blunt hopes to be working with a President Romney by 2013, and that’s why he endorsed during a competitive presidential primary for only the second time in his career. The first time came during the 2000 campaign, when Blunt backed George W. Bush early and became Bush’s House liaison.

Blunt said he’s supporting Romney because he’s “best prepared” to handle the economy. “I also think he’s the most likely of our candidates out there to win the general election,” Blunt said.

Though Blunt lamented that the Senate has done very little that’s “meaningful” other than responding to crises, he’s still reserving judgment on his new home.

“All the advice I’ve gotten is, don’t evaluate the Senate for at least a year and if you can, for two years,” Blunt said, “because it’s fundamentally a different place than the House.” 

No Rocky Mountain high for Barack Obama
Posted on September 26, 2011, POLITICO, Congress
The president, Ritter added, “is driving the bus, and the person who is driving the bus in this economy will have a hard time getting people to hop back on that bus.”

Jeff Haley, a veteran Obama organizer from Lakewood, a western Denver suburb, sees momentum growing, with volunteers starting an intensive push door-to-door to spread the campaign’s central messages: The downturn isn’t Obama’s fault and Republicans are blocking him from solving problems.
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But it’s not an easy sell this time around. Haley, a retired aerospace engineer who worked 14-hour shifts in 2008 for Obama, thinks it will get easier once the GOP nominee (he’s rooting for Perry) emerges.

“We didn’t have to do too much persuading in 2008,” he said. “Everybody came to us. Everybody was on the Obama bandwagon. Now, obviously, it’s a little bit different.”

Things are also off to a slower start on local campuses. Zach Werkowitch, a 22-year-old senior at Colorado State University in Pueblo, spent most of 2007 and 2008 as an Obama organizer in his home state of Missouri, but he said this year he’s not yet heeding the calls to return to the field.

“Most of the friends and cousins I have who have graduated college recently can’t get jobs,” he said. “That really dampens enthusiasm. I’m frustrated with politicians in general, and Obama is not exempt from that.”

Werkowitch added that while he’s “disillusioned” with Obama’s unwillingness to buck congressional Republicans, he’s been encouraged by the president’s more combative tone since introducing his $447 billion jobs package earlier this month.

“If stuff like that continues, if he can follow up on the rhetoric with action — because so far it’s just rhetoric — I think a lot of that disillusionment will disappear.”

That’s a far cry from the mood in August 2008, when Obama told 84,000 adoring fans gathered at Invesco Field in downtown Denver, “Now is not the time for small plans.”

Even so, Obama still has considerable star power. Dozens of supporters lined up in the pre-dawn hours at Lincoln High School, in a predominantly Hispanic Denver neighborhood, to collect free tickets for today’s event. Organizers quickly ran out.

And none of the problems in Colorado are news to Obama campaign officials, who were heavily involved in Sen. Michael Bennet’s 2010 win over tea party maverick Ken Buck, in part, to gauge the latest trends in polling, demographics and messaging in the state. Over the past month or so, the president’s political team has begun to seriously mobilize here, although not quite fast enough for some local allies interviewed by POLITICO.

Chicago recently added staff in Pueblo, Boulder and parts of Denver. Two weeks ago, Jeremy Bird, Obama’s national field director, flew in to train several dozen fall “fellows” who have begun the labor-intensive task of building a grass-roots network from 2008 veterans and a list of would-be volunteers who were too young to vote last time.

The Democratic National Committee is airing TV ads touting the new jobs plan, while acting Commerce Secretary Rebecca Blank toured a medical center in a Denver suburb last Friday as part of a mini-Colorado blitz by the administration.

GOV. JAY NIXON GETS BIG BUCKS FOR HEALTH CARE JOBS
September 26, 2011 12:36 pm | Author: Jerry Berger
The worst our town can get is still better than most cities.  That’s the kind of statement that makes a city smug, complacent and indolent. All of which we are. The more sophisticated, the tourists, see our town as a whole and most are charmed and enchanted with it. It’s the narrow minds from hicksville who raise blue-nosed hell about the prices, traffic and transportation and write to editors they’ll never set foot here again. We have outstanding community colleges – St. Louis Community and St. Charles Community Colleges – that are benefiting from a $20 million investment from MoHealthWINN, according to Gov. Jay Nixon. They are among Missouri schools that will use the money to create health care jobs and careers. There are trend-leading marketers who are following the growth of digital devices toward aggressively targeting infants to 3 year-olds. By getting their logos and iconic characters in front of babies they hope to establish brand-name preference before the offspring utters a word. A renown Washington University is here, where entrepreneurial students have created a jump-start Groupon-type discount for businesses within the campus community. And where else could you find an up[itty car dealership such as Plaza Motors, where the phone is answered, “A client advisor will be with you shortly.”

Economist Ed Robb was state's first tax credit expert

BY VIRGINIA YOUNG • vyoung@post-dispatch.com > 573-635-6178 STLtoday.com | Posted: Monday, September 26, 2011 1:39 pm

JEFFERSON CITY • Gathering dust on my office bookshelf is a stack of annual reports entitled the "Tax Expenditure Report," going back as far as 1991.

I thought of this today, not because those reports were the first attempt to catalogue the growing cost of Missouri's tax credits, but because they were authored primarily by Ed Robb.

Robb, 69, collapsed and died on Saturday after leaving a son's birthday celebration in downtown Columbia. A Republican, he was serving as presiding commissioner of Boone County. He also served two terms in the Missouri House, from 2005 to 2009.

His claim to fame was tax policy.

Long before many legislators understood how state tax credits worked, Robb was studying their impact as an economist at the University of Missouri-Columbia, which had a state contract to analyze tax data and produce the annual report.

"He always struck me as one who tried to get beneath the surface of information and find out what it really meant and what impact it had on the state economically as a whole," said Mike Downing, deputy director of the Missouri Department of Economic Development.

Here's an example from Robb's 1991 tax expenditure report: "The problem with creating a tax expenditure, even for what is considered a persuasive economic rationale, is that once created they tend to become permanent, even if the original economic basis is no longer applicable."

Missouri senators are finding truth in those words today as they go to the mat with the House in the special legislative session. Senators are holding out for expiration dates on all 61 tax credit programs, fighting powerful constituencies that benefit from the subsidies.

Robb retired from the State and Regional Fiscal Studies Unit at MU in 2003, but he kept studying tax policy. I wrote a story that fall about his proposal for a flat state income tax, one that he said would be so simple that taxpayers could fit their entire state return on a postcard.

Later, as a House member, Robb championed a controversial bill to eliminate state individual and corporate income taxes and replace them with a higher sales tax on a greatly broadened base.

Some supporters refer to that plan as the Fair Tax, using the name for a federal consumption tax proposal, while others refer to it by the name of its most visible supporter, retired investment banker Rex Sinquefield.

The last time I interviewed Robb at length, I visited him in his Columbia home. He spent several hours in his well-appointed basement office laying out his case for how eliminating income taxes would help Missouri grow in production of goods and services.

A lot of people disagree with the Fair Tax. But few disagree that Ed Robb was a man of ideas and an enthusiastic teacher who loved explaining numbers to the uninitiated.

Services will be at 2 p.m. Thursday at Parker Funeral Service in Columbia. Visitation will be from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. Wednesday at the funeral home.

EDITORIALS … & Letters to the Editor
Editorial: Who foots the bill when economic development deals fail? 

By the Editorial Board STLtoday.com | Posted: Tuesday, September 27, 2011 12:00 am 

 To walk the often-deserted streets of the once-thriving railroad town of Moberly, Mo., is to understand the desperation behind the failed Mamtek economic development deal.

Located in central Missouri about 30 minutes north of Columbia, Moberly's 13,974 residents have seen manufacturing jobs slowly vanish over the last couple of decades. Moberly's per-capita income is $15,000. Twenty percent of its families live in poverty.

So when state officials started singing the sweet melodies of Project Sugar, the city was mesmerized. Moberly began spending its own money to lure Mamtek, a Chinese-American company that promised to bring 600 jobs to town to manufacture its groundbreaking new sweetener.

What's not so clear is why both city and statewide politicians — Democrats and Republicans alike — were so quick to sell Moberly taxpayers this bill of goods.

Mamtek laid off its few employees earlier this month. It left behind a hulking, unfinished manufacturing facility built with about $39 million in city bonds. The company missed its payments, and now bondholders — and possibly taxpayers — are on the hook to pay the balance.

Attorney General Chris Koster is investigating the company to see if it broke any state laws. The Columbia Daily Tribune has reported that Mamtek tried to lure Chinese investment by promising American visas for investors and their families. Some of the company's investors now say, vaguely, that they will try to revive the firm.

This mess was created by politicians who are too eager to take credit for creating jobs and who are equally quick to wash their hands when complicated deals go bad.

At the moment, this is part of Gov. Jay Nixon's legacy in his first term as Missouri governor. Mr. Nixon flies around the state touting new deals — such as Mamtek — and he peppers nearly every speech with a comment that he spends "every day" fighting for "every job."
But when reporters asked Mr. Nixon about multiple news reports, including in the Post-Dispatch, that outlined the Department of Economic Development's failure to research Mamtek's lack of financial wherewithal, Mr. Nixon ducked for cover.

"I don't run the Department of Economic Development," Mr. Nixon said.

Mr. Nixon's hand-picked appointee, David Kerr, does run the department, and it was Mr. Kerr who wrongly told reporters that Moberly came to the state with the Mamtek deal. The state took the deal to Moberly without vetting it first.

This is but the latest example of why tax incentives for economic development deals should be paid only after jobs are produced. It's why Mr. Nixon's "Compete Missouri" plan — part of a jobs bill under consideration in the special session of the Missouri Legislature — is a bad idea.

Compete Missouri would consolidate the governor's power and allow the executive branch to commit some state incentives up front, rather than after the jobs were produced. In the Mamtek deal, that would have hung state taxpayers out to dry.

In this case, the Department of Economic Development didn't do its job. The same is true of city leaders in Moberly, and the members of the Missouri Development Finance Board, including Lt. Gov. Peter Kinder, who also supported the Mamtek deal.

At each step of the process, politicians and bureaucrats failed to protect taxpayers. The result: An already-depressed community has dug an even deeper hole for itself.

If Mamtek teaches us anything, it's that when it comes to economic development, no matter how desperately the jobs are needed, due diligence and accountability must be paramount.
Omnibus bills have ominous risks
By Phill Brooks, Globe Columnist The Joplin Globe September 26, 2011
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. — Our Missouri General Assembly has discovered both the advantages and liabilities of what is called an “omnibus” bill.

An omnibus bill is one in which a bunch of supposedly related issues are tossed into a single, monstrous package.

That definition clearly fits the China cargo hub/tax credit bill that, at various times, exceeded some 250 pages of single-spaced sections dealing with all sorts of tax giveaways.

Rolling everything into a giant omnibus bill is a tempting approach for legislators and special interests. By adding largely unrelated items sought by various legislators, it’s possible to build majority support for an item in the bill that might not be able to clear the Legislature if it had to stand on its own.

That’s clearly the case with the special session tax bill. It’s a large package involving various business tax breaks along with reductions in tax credits for lower-income residents, developers, adoptions and other functions.

Although there had been strong support in the state House of Representatives for the China hub, there also has been strong House resistance, particularly from the leadership, to scaling back other tax credits.

The state Senate, on the other hand, has shown far less interest in the China hub, but it is eager to scale back tax credits that are costing Missouri more than $500 million per year.

It was the Senate’s Ways and Means Committee chairman, Chuck Purgason, who came up with the idea last spring to roll those two issues into a large, single package.

Not all omnibus bills start out that way. Sometimes, a short and simple bill moving through the Legislature will be seen by legislators as a convenient vehicle for their own ideas. The bill can become what some lobbyists call a “Christmas tree,” loaded with different colored ornaments.

Last session, for a example, a simple bill dealing with veterinarians’ power to administer drugs became a bloated, legislative behemoth chock-full of provisions dealing with the Housing Commission, medical licensing, student medical testing, hospital licensing, electronic prescriptions and insurance.

There are some drawbacks to taking the omnibus bill approach. As we saw with the special session’s tax bill, sometimes the various elements can build a coalition of opposition as well as support.

More significant is that so many unrelated amendments can get thrown into a bill in such a short time that there’s no real chance for lawmakers or their staffs to read through the entire bill before voting.

That’s what happened a few years ago when the Legislature removed government regulation of midwifery. It got slipped into a huge omnibus licensing bill that few, if any, senators actually read before voting on the provision that had been buried among pages upon pages of unrelated and relatively minor items.

An even more serious example of the dangers of omnibus bills arose in 1985 when the Legislature passed and the governor signed into law a bill repealing the law making rape a crime. It was a drafting mistake that got accidentally stuck into an omnibus anti-crime bill that nobody caught until it was too late.

To the relief of the Legislature and governor, Missouri’s Supreme Court came to their rescue and threw out the entire bill.

Beyond the opportunity for mistakes, omnibus bills run the danger of violating a state Supreme Court decision termed Hammerschmidt.

In 1994, the court threw out an omnibus bill, holding it violated a provision of the state constitution going back to the mid-1800s that requires a bill be limited to just one subject. A related decision prohibits the Legislature from expanding a bill beyond its original topic description, called the title.

Long-time lobbyists say that with legislative term limits, few lawmakers today understand that restriction or that major accomplishments of the Legislature are in danger of getting tossed out by the courts when piles of unrelated issues get lumped into omnibus bills.

For me, there is a reporting frustration with an omnibus bill. Beyond the difficulty of staying on top of all the elements being added, changed or removed, there also is the difficulty in describing the measure.

For this special session with the tax bill, is it a St. Louis-area China cargo hub bill? Or is it a bill taking tax credits away from low-income elderly home renters? Or is it a tax break for amateur sports organizers? Or is it lowering the limit on tax credits for historic building preservation?

If you think that’s a difficult question for reporters, think about a legislator who must cast and then defend a single vote on such a diverse collection of topics.

Professor Phill Brooks is the director of the state government reporting program and Missouri Digital News for the Missouri School of Journalism. Contact him at column@mdn.org.

Letters to the editor, September 27
St. Louis Post-Dispatch

House and Senate must find compromise on airport cargo deal

The Missouri House and Senate must stop squabbling and come to a compromise that will continue the great possibilities for St. Louis, for the state and for Lambert-St. Louis International Airport. Moving goods to and from China and the rest of the world already is happening, and after all the work that has been done to establish a hub, this is the last chance. Other states will take the opportunity, and Missouri will be left behind again.

Also, because names are important, we must drop the name "China Hub" from the future International Cargo Hub in St. Louis or just "Aerotropolis." It will not be only for China.

But the bottom line is that this is our last chance.

Todd Swope • St. Charles

Grateful to have known the 'genius' Bob Cassilly

I have just learned of the death of Bob Cassilly. This is a true blow to our city. I first met Bob when I was on a design committee for the area west of Kiener Plaza. Bob designed the old "lion benches." I was thereafter fortunate enough to be on the original board of directors for the City Museum.

I was able to witness first hand the creative genius of Bob and the skillful way his team of artists and craftspeople built one of the most unique educational and entertaining venues in the country.

Bob went beyond Lewis Carroll and actually built a "wonderland" rather than just write about it.

As a citizen of St. Louis, I always will be grateful for the wonder of his creative genius and for the small role he allowed me to play in making his dream a reality.

Circuit Judge David C. Mason • St. Louis

When there's doubt

I was disappointed with the Georgia Supreme Court and the U.S. States Supreme Court for the execution of Troy Davis. There had to be some doubt about his guilt, considering all the people who were changing their stories. He got three stays of execution. One of the jurors who convicted him said if she knew then what she knows now, she would not have sent him to prison.

In the United States, when there is doubt, you can't execute someone. I hope Davis' sister fights for the truth and exposes the person who killed the police officer. There are too many innocent people in prison while criminals are running the streets. It can take 20 years for a person who was wrongfully convicted to get out of prison.

Our justice system needs to be overhauled.

Keith Feltman • Herculaneum

Justice failed

Troy Davis spent more than half of his life in prison for a crime he denied committing. He was convicted without solid evidence, by eyewitnesses only. Most of the witnesses recanted their testimony, and some claimed they were coerced into identifying Davis.

Whether he was guilty or not, I do not know, but it appears that justice failed him. It also appears justice failed the crime victim and his family. It is too late for Davis, but if anything good could come from his death, it would be the repeal of the death penalty, or at least the modification of the process that led to his death.

Rest in peace, Troy Davis.

Robert C. Talbott • Defiance

Onerous to the many

Well folks, George Orwell was prescient in his novel "1984." We have a new language that is total nonsense. There aren't any rich people; we have fortunate people.

People are not poor; they are unfortunate. The fortunate people have become job creators. Forty-seven percent of Americans pay no federal taxes, but that's okay. The "job creators" are so important that we musn't offend them by requiring them to pay their fair share. The unfortunates can't pay because that would be reverse class warfare. The middle class needs to shut up, suck it up and pay the bills.

The American people have one — and only one — tool available: the vote. How long are we going to tolerate a corrupt tax system and a corrupt political system, both rife with abuse, generous to the few, onerous to the many? Why do we tolerate this doubletalk, these buzzwords that are worthless, meaningless and based on lies? We have the power, we, the vast middle class Americans. We come in all shapes, sizes, races, colors and we have the power. Why do we tolerate this corruption, waste, fraud and abuse?

Richard A. Murray • St. Louis County

The promise

I was saddened by the Republican debates. The crowd cheered wildly while candidates for the president of the United States advocated destroying public education available and free for all kids. They cheered the large number of people executed under the death penalty, never raising taxes especially on those who can afford to help more, keeping wages low by promoting right to work, destroying or cutting Social Security, Medicare and Medicaid, reinitiating the ban on gays in the military, building a massive wall with "boots on the ground" to keep desperate people from Mexico out of our country, abolishing a health care plan to help millions of uninsured people get affordable health care, removing environmental regulations, cutting foreign aid and allowing citizens to keep every dollar "they" make.

Bottom line: Make up your own education and teach your own kids, even false science. Kill anyone who kills someone else. Keep your money and never let anyone less fortunate have a dime. Paint programs designed to help others as 'socialism." Continue bigotry and promote hatred of gays, Hispanics, immigrants and "foreigners." Let people die if they can't buy health insurance. Above all, protect your pocketbook and your "neighborhood."

I really believed we had progressed in this country with "freedom" connected to helping all of our citizens prosper and be healthy and educated and reaching out to those even if they differ from us in many ways. 

This is the promise of the GOP? How sad for us all.

Maryann Mace • Ballwin

Disrepectful and un-American

At a recent Republican presidential candidate debate, the reaction from some people in the audience, the answer from Rick Santorum and the lack of a response from the other GOP candidates to a question asked by a gay soldier now serving in Iraq were disgraceful, disrespectful and un-American.

For them to let people in the audience boo an American soldier serving in Iraq and say nothing about it is unconscionable.

I have voted for Republicans, independents and Democrats over the years, but I never will vote for any candidate who acts in this manner.

The Pentagon report was clear on Don't Ask, Don't Tell. The United Kingdom, South Africa, Australia, France, Germany, Israel and many other countries allow gay soldiers to serve openly. Countries that don't? Iran, China, Yemen, North Korea and Venezuela, to name a few.

Special forces units operate on team cohesion and work in small groups in close quarters. I have served with gay soldiers and never had any issues with them or heard of any issues with them. These soldiers, sailors, airmen and marines just want to serve their country and not have to lie to do it.

Dennis W. Smith • Farmington, Mo.

1st Sgt. (ret.), U.S. Army

WSJ wrong on Missouri Plan

Tuesday, September 27, 2011, Southeast Missourian

Your reprint of The Wall Street Journal's editorial "Missouri compromised" compels me to write. 

The Journal is simply wrong on facts and on practical effect. The Journal states that Missourians are unhappy with the selection of judges based on merit, a system often called the Missouri Plan. This is untrue. 

In 2008, the citizens of Greene County voted to join the Missouri Plan of merit selection, overturning election of judges. Last year, a $1.6 million campaign, primarily funded by a few wealthy individuals, tried to convince Missouri citizens to change the Missouri Plan to direct election of judges. This attempt failed to even get enough signatures to get the proposal on the ballot. 

The Journal's editorial position also encourages a disturbing trend in the United States, seen most recently in Wisconsin and Iowa. It is the notion that judges are just another kind of legislature and should be beholden to special interests and donors. It is a notion that judges should make the law, rather than simply apply the law. And worse, it is a notion that if you change the judge, you will change the law. This is not what our judges are or should be. 

The merit selection of judges works to keep judges impartial. The Journal, instead of encouraging people to believe that a change of judges will change the law, should be lobbying to keep judges impartial and separate from the political fundraising and the biases of party politics. 

JOHN S. JOHNSTON, president, 

The Missouri Bar, Kansas City, Mo. 
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Sept. 27, 2011
Changing kids, world

It is evident the education process exists for one of two reasons:

•To employ people to keep poor kids off the streets.

•In the case of the charter school to engage and open the world, figuratively and literally, to children just arriving in the world.

The budget battle and the cost of the war on poverty are addressed. It’s tough for the Kansas City School District to compete, particularly when 80 percent of the students qualify for free or reduced-cost lunch and a large number of the students are classified as homeless.

I believe it is about time the emperor changed his clothes of slavery. Impoverished children are not incapable of learning and participating in the world.

The Aha! Process company offers free downloads to research and think about how we might start changing our world for the better of all concerned at www.ahaprocess.com/Downloads

Melissa Beal

Lexington, Mo.

Posted by Letters Editor on September 26, 2011 at 11:26 PM | Permalink | Comments (7) 

Fiscal hypocrisy?

When Bill Clinton left office in 2001, our government enjoyed a surplus. Two unfunded wars later, in addition to corporate entitlements and tax breaks for the wealthiest Americans, the Bush administration ran a deficit.

Each and every one of the current crop of legislators who now pound “fiscal responsibility” as if it were a preacher’s Bible voted to raise the debt ceiling under George W. Bush. Nary a whisper was heard regarding that responsibility in spite of this growing deficit.

This ersatz “debt crisis” is nothing more than very bad theater. What this country is experiencing is a job crisis.

How quickly these legislators and many of their constituents forget that it was the previous administration that ran up the debt with willing and compliant votes from these current “fiscally responsible” hypocrites.

Rosemarie Woods

Kansas City

Posted by Letters Editor on September 26, 2011 at 11:26 PM | Permalink | Comments (7) 

Obama is falling short

I hear all the Democrats saying, “The president is doing his best.” I have to agree with that.

The only problem is that his best is not good enough.

George Shepherd

Kansas City

Posted by Letters Editor on September 26, 2011 at 11:25 PM | Permalink | Comments (3) 

Obama’s tax plan

President Barack Obama is proposing an increase in taxes on the “rich.” No great surprise there.

My guess is that it would have no or negligible effects on the president’s reported $1 billion re-election fund. Once again, no great surprise. Perhaps he and Warren Buffett should donate 90 percent of their worth to the Treasury as an example of leadership.

Excuse me if I don’t hold my breath waiting on that to happen. Are we seeing another case of, “Take their money, but not mine (because I really like the power and privilege)?” Could well be.

Greg Ramsey

Kansas City

Posted by Letters Editor on September 26, 2011 at 11:25 PM | Permalink | Comments (3) 

Pet care must improve

Irresponsible pet owners are just awful neighbors. When people turn their dogs lose they aren’t showing any respect for the leash laws, neighbors or properties. They are just being bullies.

If people did care they wouldn’t send their animals out to fight the traffic. This has become a problem between 72nd to 86th streets and Parallel Parkway to Leavenworth Road.

Take care of your own animals. Other people are not your dog sitters. I’m tired of playing dodge-dog.

Norma (Sue) Harter

Kansas City, Kan.

Posted by Letters Editor on September 26, 2011 at 11:25 PM | Permalink | Comments (2) 

End foreign aid

The Federal Emergency Management Agency, or FEMA, is short on money and has stopped projects in tornado-ravaged areas to help out our countrymen hit hard by the hurricane and torrential rains farther inland in affected states.

I have a solution: Quit sending billions of dollars to countries like Pakistan. That’s just one country we have contributed tax dollars to. Our government misplaced billions more a while back.

It infuriates me to think we can dole out those dollars to other countries but cannot properly help out our own citizens in times of need. More of our tax dollars need to stay here.

Linda Schill

Paola, Kan.

Posted by Letters Editor on September 26, 2011 at 11:25 PM | Permalink | Comments (2) 

Support Katie Horner

Leave Katie Horner alone. She wishes to be home and watch her little girls grow up.

There are always later years to be a career woman. Been there and done that.

Hazel Metcalf

Kearney

Posted by Letters Editor on September 26, 2011 at 11:25 PM | Permalink | Comments (0) 

Railroading KC

Effective mass transit would be a train from Blue Springs by the Truman Sports Complex and then downtown. It would be a train from Olathe to downtown and then to the airport. Alleviate traffic jams, and save big on gas and parking.

But no, let’s do mass transit from Crown Center to the River Market and let the taxpayers pay for it — but don’t let them vote on it.

The City of Kansas City subscribes to the W.C. Field’s school of economics: “Never give a sucker an even break or a chump his change.”

No wonder Kansas City has a reputation for overtaxing the poor. Let the merchants who benefit pay for their trolleys.

Dan Lopez

Kansas City

Posted by Letters Editor on September 26, 2011 at 11:24 PM | Permalink | Comments (0) 

Tea party, Afghanistan

When I ask my tea party friends what they want, I basically hear this: low taxes, small government, minimal government intrusion into personal life, unfettered gun ownership, religion in the schools and government.

They don’t seem to like it when I note that this perfectly describes Afghanistan.

Barry Pascal

Overland Park

Posted by Letters Editor on September 26, 2011 at 11:24 PM | Permalink | Comments (9) 

Dock Chiefs’ pay

I know it’s too late for negotiations, but something that should have been considered if the Kansas City Chiefs football team loses five games it should automatically begin to start taking a percentage of the players’ salary.

I see no reason to pay their exorbitant salaries when they should be getting an incentive to earn that salary.

Donna Craven

Independence

Posted by Letters Editor on September 26, 2011 at 11:24 PM | Permalink | Comments (0) 

Speak English in U.S.

I read with tightened jaws the Sept. 18 letter from a reverend complaining about the treatment of a Hispanic man who is living here but whose language is Spanish. He was trying to renew his driver’s license.

OK, he’s living in America, where the language is English. If he is here legally, why hasn’t he bothered to take the English language classes that are offered free to immigrants who come to the United States?

The minister chastised a woman at the license bureau for her treatment of him. Well, perhaps it was wrong of her, but I totally get her attitude.

We speak English in America. My grandparents had to learn it before they could come to America through Ellis Island in the 1920s.

They were told they needed a working use of the language and they complied. Why do we press one for English and two for Spanish?

We don’t accommodate any other language or race in America, and I see no reason to do so with the Hispanics who enter legally or illegally. We’re tired of having to speak Spanish to make it easier on them.

There is something wrong with this picture.

Joy Brown

Spring Hill

Posted by Letters Editor on September 26, 2011 at 11:24 PM | Permalink | Comments (3) 

Bring U.S. troops home

Our previous and current administrations have us involved in several disastrous and unwinnable wars. These conflicts are bankrupting us financially and morally.

And then, we read in this 10th anniversary year of 9/11 about the recent crash in Afghanistan killing 30 Americans. Included in the body count from the Chinook helicopter shot down by the Taliban in Afghanistan were 30 U.S. special forces troops (almost all were Navy SEALs) and seven Afghan commandos.

This brings to mind an ageless and poignant poem written in the 1920s by Grantland Rice, which reads as follows:

All wars are planned by older men in council rooms apart, who call for greater armament and map the battle chart. But out along the shattered field where golden dreams turn gray, how very young the faces were where all the dead men lay. Portly and solemn in their pride, the elders cast their vote, for this or that, or something else, that sounds the martial note. But where their sightless eyes stare out beyond life’s vanished toys, I’ve noticed nearly all the dead were hardly more than boys.

Will we never learn? Bring our troops home now.

Thomas J. Moran

Belton

Posted by Letters Editor on September 26, 2011 at 11:24 PM | Permalink | Comments (0) 

School voucher option

With the loss of public school accreditation and parental choice, would it not be feasible for the state to again consider a voucher program allowing parents to choose a private or religious school that would accept the application and voucher?

It seems that parental choice is diminishing, with fewer and fewer options and no recourse.

Father John McCormack

Little Sisters of the Poor

Kansas City

Posted by Letters Editor on September 26, 2011 at 11:23 PM | Permalink | Comments (4) 

Luggage fee burden

It has been suggested the Wright Brothers' first flight at Kitty Hawk was up for only about two minutes because the baggage fees were so high. They couldn’t afford a full tank of gas.

Richard Mollentine

Overland Park

Posted by Letters Editor on September 26, 2011 at 11:23 PM | Permalink | Comments (0) 

HELP Humane Society

Every Sunday, I volunteer at HELP Humane Society. There are several pet rescues that are closer, but I am involved with HELP because it is special.

Like other no-kill rescues, HELP Humane Society saves pets from shelters that kill. However, it also takes in pets that are ill or have a chronic health condition — pets that would be euthanized at high kill shelters and would likely not be rescued. They give these pets a chance to have a home again and a loving place to stay in the meantime.

Unfortunately, the effort has fallen upon hard times. It survives on donations, which are sporadic and sparse. It needs our support to keep sheltering pets that need it the most.

The Shelter Buddy program allows us to help by pledging to donate $10 a month. The program needs 1,500 Shelter Buddies. Every Shelter Buddy makes a difference in keeping HELP from closing down.

Please become a Shelter Buddy.

Visit them at 511 Main St. in Belton or go to www.helphumane.org to see the amazing work that they are doing for homeless pets and the community.

Marie-Odile Fortier

Lawrence

[image: image1][image: image2]
