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Nixon Outlines His Agenda for Special Legislative Session

Investing in science and technology, making Missouri a hub for international trade, and tax credit reform among key pillars

Article | July 27, 2011 - 3:55pm | By Jennifer Moore, KSMU/Springfield
Governor Jay Nixon toured the state Wednesday, highlighting the economic package he wants lawmakers to pass in a special legislative session in September. In Springfield, he made a stop at Holloway America, a five-year-old company that makes stainless steel tanks and other tools used by pharmaceutical companies. The Governor actually unveiled his Made in Missouri Jobs Package last week. Now, he’s traveling the state trying to sell it.

Nixon’s proposal has five parts.

“First of all, we’re going to try to pass the Missouri Science and Innovation Reinvestment Act, or MOSIRA, which will invest in high-tech companies so we can create products, services, and procedures that can be used worldwide,” Nixon said.

The governor says he wants to cut red tape for businesses, and also make Missouri a hub for exporting internationally. That part of the plan would involve making large investments in the infrastructure surrounding Lambert-St. Louis International Airport.

The plan would create incentives for high-tech data centers so that IT companies can set up shop easily in Missouri. And lastly, Nixon says the state will be able to pay for the plan by revamping Missouri’s state tax credits.

“Here in Missouri, we pay our bills. We pay them on time, we make decisions, and we move forward. And consequently, in order to pay for the economic incentives we want to have, we’re gonna need to get, finally, tax credit reform,” Nixon said.

Last week, Republican leaders put forth their own economic proposal, which included many of the same points. At the time, House Majority Leader Tim Jones said that the governor had not been involved in their plan. However, this week the governor says he’s met with Republican leaders in the House and Senate, and that his jobs package has bi-partisan support.

The Republican plan also included incentives for college and amateur sporting events to choose Missouri as a venue.

Governor travels state supporting economic development legislation

Missouri News Horizon, Dick Aldrich
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. – Gov. Jay Nixon is traveling the state to gather support for economic development legislation that will be taken up during the upcoming special session of the Missouri General Assembly. Although details of the package are still being hammered out, Nixon told audiences in Springfield and Elsberry Wednesday, “We’re going to make things in Missouri.”

Nixon’s office has dubbed the proposed legislation the “Made in Missouri Jobs Package,” and says it will help Missouri companies expand their sales overseas, promote high-tech industries and create thousands of jobs. The package will also include tax credit reform. The legislation is not in its final form yet.

On Monday, Nixon met with House Speaker Steven Tilley, R-Perryville, and Senate President Pro Tem Robert Mayer, R-Dexter, to continue work on a final proposal.

British company plans to make hybrid vans in Hazelwood 

by Tim Logan tlogan@post-dispatch.com > 314-340-8291 and MARLON A. WALKER mwalker@post-dispatch.com > 314-340-8104 | Posted: Thursday, July 28, 2011 12:25 am
HAZELWOOD • A deal secretly in the works for five months was sealed publicly Wednesday when Hazelwood approved a measure to help a British company that plans to build a plant to manufacture hybrid electric vans.

Hazelwood Mayor Matthew Robinson said talks between the city and 2-year-old automotive startup Emerald Automotive have taken place since February. Officials say the plant the company plans to build could add nearly 1,000 jobs in the area.

"I think it's great," Robinson said of the company's plans. "They're offering green vehicles, which is something we need here. It's got the potential to be one of the biggest companies in Hazelwood."

Andy Tempest, CEO for Emerald Automotive, said Wednesday that the company will make lightweight delivery vans for European commercial fleets, and eventually offer them for sale in the United States and potentially Asia.

On Wednesday, the Hazelwood City Council approved an ordinance providing a funds match through an economic development sales tax for Emerald to begin work. Officials said $2 million will come from the Missouri Technology Corporation and $3 million will come from the city.

"Missouri is such a great partner for us, especially for the strength of its workforce," said Sharon Heaton, Emerald's general counsel.

Emerald has been working on its vehicle — the T100 — for about two years, Heaton said, with a design team made up of veterans of other alternative-car companies such as Lotus, Tesla and Fisker. It will use a battery, recharged by either a diesel or gas engine, and have a range estimated at 475 miles. The trucks would save an estimated $42,000 in typical operations costs over a four-year period.

The target market is delivery, utility and other companies that buy vehicles in bulk and do a lot of driving. The British Royal Mail has been consulting on design, Heaton said, and has a preliminary deal to be an early customer. Indeed, Emerald expects most of its first buyers will be in Europe. But it chose to build the vehicles here in part to tap the skilled labor market and in part because many suppliers are here, she said.

"Also we think over time the U.S. is going to be an extremely strong market for us," she said.

Emerald looked at locations in 25 states, Heaton said. It chose the St. Louis area because of its central location, its pool of experienced autoworkers and "an incredibly businesslike" approach by state and local governments, she said.

"They were very much about, 'How do we make this happen?'" she said.

Emerald is narrowing down a few sites for the plant in Hazelwood, Heaton said.

Besides local funds, the company has $5 million in private capital and a $5 million technology grant from the British government, Heaton said. It hopes to raise $160 million to build the plant from a mix of private equity and U.S. Department of Energy loans for high-efficiency vehicle manufacturing. Smith Electric Vehicles in Kansas City received a similar loan last year to build its line of larger trucks.

Emerald hopes to have a plant fully up and running by 2014, and be making 10,000 vehicles a year by 2015. At that rate, Emerald expects to employ about 580 people, and says its suppliers would likely move in nearby as well, creating an additional 400 jobs.

Compared with the heyday of auto making in St. Louis, when Big Three plants pumped out thousands of cars a month, Emerald's operation would be relatively small — a "niche product," Heaton calls it.

But it is most welcome news regardless, said Richard Fleming, president of the Regional Chamber and Growth Association. It is a chance to put some talented autoworkers back on the job, he said, and to put St. Louis back on the car making map, in a new way.

Solar industry petitions court in defense of rebate 

BY JEFFREY TOMICH • jtomich@post-dispatch.com > 314-340-8320 | Posted: Thursday, July 28, 2011 12:20 am
Missouri's solar industry is seeking a reversal of last month's court ruling that the state's solar rebate is unconstitutional — a decision that would be a big blow to the renewable energy industry in the Show-Me state.

Cole County Circuit Judge Daniel Green will hear arguments today from the Missouri Solar Energy Industry Association, the trade association for the solar industry, which has asked to intervene in the case and overturn last month's decision. Renew Missouri, the group that got the voter-approved renewable energy law on the ballot three years ago, has also sought to intervene in the case.

In his June 29 ruling, Green sided with the Missouri Retailers Association that the $2-a-watt solar rebate violates Missouri's constitution because it constitutes a taking of private property and doesn't advance the public purpose of altering the utilities' generating portfolios.

The solar industry disagrees. It contends the retailers association didn't have legal standing to challenge the voter-approved law and that both utilities and the public benefit from the added solar generation.

"We think we have some relatively strong arguments," said Stephen Jeffery, the attorney for the solar association.

Utility regulators and Attorney General Chris Koster have also indicated they will seek to uphold the solar rebate.

The Public Service Commission has decided to appeal Green's ruling, probably to the state Supreme Court because it involves a constitutional issue.

The commission voted unanimously on Wednesday to defer a request by Ameren Missouri and Kansas City Power & Light to suspend solar rebate payments.

The PSC hopes the dispute will be resolved by the courts within the next few months, Chairman Kevin Gunn said.

"What we did is preserve the status quo to allow the court case to move forward," Gunn said. "We're hoping the court will resolve this very quickly."

Ameren said it will pay rebates approved before June 29 but hasn't determined how it will handle applications received after that date.

Solar installers, meanwhile, are stuck in limbo. They believe they'll prevail in the courts but can't guarantee the availability of rebates.

Marc Lopata, president of Clayton-based MicroGrid Energy, said the company is working on about a dozen jobs. Some customers are willing to go forward despite the uncertainty, while the rebate is a deal-breaker for others.

"It's a difficult sales situation," he said.

Prop. C redux: Renew Missouri says renewable energy issue will be back on ballot

Missouri News Horizon, Dick Aldrich
COLUMBIA, Mo. — Three years after Missouri citizens voted to establish renewable energy standards for the state’s publicly held utilities, the writers of the original ballot issue say it’s time to take another vote.

After years of wrangling with utilities, the Public Service Commission, state legislators and now a Cole County Circuit Court judge, over how to write rules to establish the standards, P.J. Wilson of Renew Missouri says enough is enough.

“What other choice do we have other than going back to the ballot?” Wilson said on Wednesday. “We know that the people will pass this if we put it back on the ballot, and we know that we can pass something a lot stronger than what we passed.”

Sixty-six percent of voters in the November 2008 election voted for Renew Missouri’s standards that required the state’s publicly held utilities to start generating electricity using renewable energy resources. Fifteen percent of the electricity generated by the utilities had to come from renewables by the year 2021. Utility rates could not rise more than one percent in order to cover the generation of the electricity.

But right from the start, writing the language for the rules that will become the state standards has been problematic to say the least. There were disputes between supporters, the utilities and the state’s Public Service Commission over what the one percent cap meant, over how much power had to be generated in the state, and a rebate program for solar energy projects, just to name a few.

In summer 2010, the Public Service Commission published proposed rules that immediately came under fire and many were stripped by the legislature’s Joint Committee on Administrative Rules, with the understanding that the state legislature would write replacement rules during the legislative session. That never occurred.

On June 29, Cole County Circuit Judge Daniel Green called the entire issue into question when he declared the solar rebate provision unconstitutional and sent the rest of the rules back to the Public Service Commission in a case filed by the Missouri Retailers’ Association. That ruling is under appeal by Renew Missouri among others.

Wilson said his organization is a little wiser for the trouble they have been through, and vows to present a stronger ballot issue for the 2012 general election. He said the organization would kick off petition gathering on Sept. 1.

“We know exactly how not to write it now,” Wilson said. ‘With all the pitfalls and all the far-flung legal arguments that have been put out there to try and squash renewable energy since we passed this ballot initiative, well, we know exactly how to write it to avoid all those things now.”

PSC denies Ameren request to end solar energy rebate
Missouri News Horizon, Dick Aldrich
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. — The Missouri Public Service Commission has ruled that Ameren Missouri should continue giving rebates to customers who install solar energy systems in their homes or businesses for at least another 120 days.

The utility was seeking to end the practice after a Cole County judge declared the rebate program unconstitutional on June 29. The rebate program was part of 2008’s Proposition C, passed by Missouri voters, which required the state’s utilities to begin generating electricity using renewable energy resources.

Only Ameren and Kansas City Power and Light have been paying out the rebate, which credits the customer $2 per installed watt, with a cap of 25,000 watts.

Cole County Circuit Court Judge Daniel Green ruled June 29 that the solar rebate was unconstitutional because it constituted a taking without anyone receiving benefit except the home or business owner who installs the system. The ruling has been appealed by Proposition C’s authors, Renew Missouri of Columbia, and others.

State lawmakers follow city’s lead regarding ‘synthetic’ drugs
Danny Henley, Hannibal Courier-Post
Hannibal, MO — 

The Missouri Legislature has caught up with the Hannibal City Council in regard to addressing legal forms of meth, marijuana and cocaine.

Earlier this month, Gov. Jay Nixon signed House Bill 641 into law. The new statute criminalizes the sale of bath salts and other types of synthetic marijuana, which includes K-2 and K-3, among others.
The new law is supposed to provide law enforcement with a tool to enable it to stay ahead of criminals by eliminating the need to seek new legislation each time a new derivative of these drugs is developed. Any cannabinoid compound that is developed in the future will fall under the new definition.
According to James Lemon, city attorney, the previous state law in this area only addressed a specific K-2 chemical compound. As a result, makers got around the previous law by reformulating their mixture just a bit, thus making it no longer in violation of the state statute.
“It basically made the state statute completely worthless,” said Lemon in an interview earlier this year.
The state’s new law follows the city of Hannibal’s lead. In March, the city council passed an ordinance that would make it illegal to sell, possess, or use these “synthetic,” mind-altering substances.
Lt. John Zerbonia of the Hannibal Police Department admitted it felt “pretty good” to have an effective law in place before the state.

“Our main concern was the safety of the citizens of Hannibal,” he said. “There’s a lot of people ending up in the hospital, thinking that just because it was legal it was safe, which it wasn’t. The more we can do to keep the public safe the better.”

While the city’s ordinance was already in place, Zerbonia applauded the state’s bill.
“Anything the state passes will help us in the long run,” he said, pointing out that now charges can go through either state or municipal court.

The city’s bill prohibiting the sell of “synthetic” drugs has proven to be an effective tool, according to Zerbonia.
“When we first passed the ordinance we went around and notified the businesses that were actually selling it. We found there were only two businesses in Hannibal that were selling it. One of them cooperated with us and

took it off the shelves. The other one had to learn the hard way,” he said.

Despite the local ordinance, “synthetic” drugs have not vanished.

“We’re still arresting people periodically that are using both the bath salts and K-2,” said Zerbonia. “As far as sales and possession, we’re not seeing a whole lot of it. There’s no sales of it at all. Possession has dropped down quite a bit. Now it’s just the use that is still prevalent.”

States brace for grad rate dips as formula changes

Thursday, July 28, 2011
From staff and wire reports | Southeast Missourian
States are bracing for plummeting high school graduation rates as districts nationwide dump flawed measurement formulas that often undercounted dropouts and produced inflated results. 

Some could see numbers fall by as many as 20 percentage points. 

Liz Utrup, a spokeswoman for the U.S. Education Department, said graduation rate numbers will soon appear to decrease "across the board" as states move to a uniform calculation that requires them to track each student individually, giving a more accurate count of how many actually finish high school. 

Most states are required to convert to the new calculation this year, but the number won't count as part of federal No Child Left Behind benchmarks until the 2012-2013 school year. Schools that consistently miss those measures face sanctions. 

All but two states -- Idaho and Kentucky, which need more time to develop student tracking systems -- will start submitting the new numbers to the federal government starting late this summer. 

States that converted to the new formula already have seen drops ranging from modest to massive. Michigan had a nearly 10 percentage point fall when they made the switch in 2007. About half of states are not yet using the new calculation. 

In 2010, Missouri's graduation rate was 73 percent, according to the Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education Annual Performance Report. Cape Girardeau Central High School's 2010 rate was 78.4 percent. Jackson High School's 2010 rate was 91.3 percent. 

Florida's graduation rate remained about stable, at 79 percent, when it adopted the new graduation rate in the 2009-2010 school year. It would have been nearly two points higher if it had continued under the old calculation. 

States making the switch this year are offering estimates of expected dips and discussing the change in school board meetings. In Kansas, the graduation rate is expected to tumble from 89 percent to 80 percent, with one district in the state anticipating a 20-point drop. Georgia said its overall rate -- now at 80 percent -- could plummet about 15 percentage points. 

"We're certainly concerned no matter what with that number under 100 percent," said Kelly Smith, superintendent of Belle Plaine schools in Minnesota, which is transitioning to the new formula this year. "The new system isn't changing what we're doing in our schools, and we need to get that point across." 

Matt Cardoza, a spokesman for Georgia's Department of Education, said while he worries the public may think that high numbers of students are suddenly failing to finish school, the new formula could produce "a more accurate picture of how many of our students are actually finishing high school with a diploma." 

Jay Greene, who heads the Department of Education Reform at the University of Arkansas, said he started studying graduation rates in 1999 because he determined many of them made no sense. 

"The initial reaction was that I was mistaken, that I couldn't know," said Greene. "And I pressed the issue with reporters and at meetings and basically asked the question, `If it's true that you have a 1 percent annual dropout rate, how come you have twice as many ninth and tenth and graders as you have graduates?"' 

Much of the blame for past problems went to something called the "leaver method," a popular calculation for determining graduation rates that also has gained a reputation for being the most generous. The method, used by about half the states last year, works like this: If a school had 100 graduates and 10 students who dropped out from their freshmen to senior year, 100 would be divided by 110, giving the school a graduation rate of 90.9 percent. 

Schools weren't dinged if students took more than four years to graduate. When students disappeared, they often were classified as transfers, even though some of them had actually dropped out. Many schools weren't required to document that transfers showed up somewhere else. 

"You have to be honest with the data," said David Doty, superintendent of the Canyon School District in Utah. "If the data doesn't mean anything, there's no point in using it anyway." 

U.S. Sen. Mark Warner, a Democrat, used the National Governors Association to push for graduation rate changes while he led Virginia from 2002 to 2006. His motivation, he said, was a desire to see how his state stacked up. 

Virginia was boasting 90 percent or better graduation rates during Warner's drive for a uniform rate, but that dropped to 81 when the new formula was adopted in 2008. 

Ultimately, the U.S. Department of Education settled on a formula similar to the NGA's: the number of graduates in a given year, divided by the number of students who enrolled four years earlier. Also, schools must document transfer students or they'll artificially deflate the graduation rate. 

Schools weren't necessarily being subversive in the way they calculated their rates, said Ryan Reyna, senior policy analyst with the National Governors Association. Many states used imperfect formulas because they couldn't track students who moved, which is being fixed with the addition of new state-level systems that identification numbers to each student. 

Experts hope the changes will draw attention to the dropout issue and lead to resources being focused on the problem. That is happening in Kansas and other states, where officials are developing a system of early indicators to alert schools that a student is at risk. 

"We're going to take an honest look in the mirror and see how real our graduation rate is and where we need to cut the dropout rate," said former West Virginia Gov. Bob Wise, president of the Alliance for Excellent Education, which has extensively studied the nation's hodgepodge system of graduation rates. "You've got to know how deep the hole is in order to develop a strategy for getting out of it." 

Census shows more females than males in Mo.
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- Missouri has more boys than girls, but there are more women than men.

New Census Bureau figures from last year's count show 51 percent of the state's nearly 6 million residents were female.

But the proportions varied among age groups.

Males outnumbered females from ages 1 to 22, but the reverse was true for those 25 through 29. Men in the 30 to 34 age group outnumbered women, but there were more women than men from the mid-30s onward.

The disparity was most clear among older Missourians.

Of those aged 70 to 74, there were 100 women for every 85 men; and of those at least 100 years old, there were 995 women and 171 men.

Census shows increase in Mo. same-sex households 
By CHRIS BLANK 
Associated Press

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- The number of Missouri households led by same-sex couples increased by more than 60 percent over the past decade, and almost one-quarter of those homes now include children, according to figures released late Wednesday by the U.S. Census Bureau.

Of the more than 15,000 households reported to be led by same-sex partners in Missouri, slightly more than 7,000 were led by male partners and 8,200 were led by female partners, according to the figures. A decade ago, in the 2000 census, about 4,700 each of male and female same-sex households were reported in Missouri.

PROMO, a statewide organization that advocates for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender equality, said the reported increase does not necessarily mean there are more same-sex couples. It also could suggest people are more comfortable identifying themselves as part of a same-sex household, the group contends.

"It's becoming more and more safe to talk about it and come out and tell your story and talk about your partner, as opposed to saying that you are single or saying that you have an opposite sex partner and lying about it," said Stephanie Perkins, the deputy director for PROMO.

The vast majority of same-sex households were in or near some of Missouri's largest cities, including St. Louis, Kansas City and Columbia.

The largest number of same-sex households was in Jackson County, which had more than a thousand each of male and female same-sex households. Some of Missouri's sparsely populated rural counties reported just a few, though every county had at least some.

Among Missouri's neighbors for which figures have been released, Oklahoma and Kentucky had a larger growth rate in the number of same-sex households. Increases in the number of same-sex households in Nebraska and Kansas were less than Missouri's.

In 2004, Missouri voters approved a state constitutional amendment stating that marriage was limited to a man and a woman. It was the first state to vote on a same-sex marriage amendment after the Massachusetts Supreme Court ruled that gay couples had the legal right to marry in that state.

Kerry Messer, with the Missouri Family Network and a supporter of the 2004 constitutional amendment, said there probably has been an increase in the number of same-sex households during the past 10 years but that the reported increase seemed inflated by other factors. He said he doubted the population changes would significantly affect Missouri policies.

"I believe the true number is a fraction. I do not believe it is an increase that is of any threat or significance," Messer said.

Perkins said growth in the number of same-sex households could help to make it easier to get elected officials and other leaders to address their issues.

Advocates said several Missouri communities have set up domestic partner registries and adopted policies to ban discrimination. PROMO said that Olivette in St. Louis County earlier this week approved an ordinance barring discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity and set up a domestic partner registry that allows people to make their relationship part of the record and could assist with visitation in health care facilities.

Blunt: There will be no default on debt

Senator predicts bill will be passed, but no one will be totally pleased.

Springfield News-Leader
WASHINGTON -- Sen. Roy Blunt said Wednesday that he's confident the U.S. won't go into default, despite being within days of the Aug. 2 deadline for raising the limit on the country's borrowing.

"The United States will pay its debts. We've always paid our debts," Blunt told reporters on his weekly conference call. "There will not be a default on the debt."

However, that doesn't mean missing the deadline for raising the country's $14.3 trillion debt ceiling wouldn't have ramifications, he said.

While the country would have enough money to pay the interest on its debt, Blunt said there could be "other difficult circumstances," such as not being able to make Medicaid payments to the states or pay Social Security checks.

Still, Blunt said that scenario is unlikely. Congress will pass a plan, probably one that no one is completely happy with, and the president will sign it into law, he said.

"There's plenty of discussions being had so that people who hold the U.S. debt know that the debt will be paid and we will deal with the other obligations as they have to be dealt with, but I still don't see that we get to that point," Blunt said. "We need to get the most you can out of this moment and then move forward."

The Springfield Republican, who has said previously that he will not support a plan put forth by Senate Democratic leader Harry Reid, D-Nev., reiterated his position Wednesday.

"I will not vote for that plan. The numbers don't add up," Blunt said, although he added that he likes a provision in the plan that would create a select congressional committee to propose solutions for cutting the deficit.

"I like that idea. That's a good proposal," Blunt said.

Reid's plan calls for $2.7 trillion in spending cuts over the next 10 years, while raising the debt ceiling by $2.4 trillion, extending the limit through 2012.

A plan from House Speaker John Boehner that was expected to be voted on in the House today includes a special deficit-cutting committee similar to Reid's.

A vote on Boehner's plan was delayed a day because budget projections from the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office showed it cut less than Boehner promised. House leadership hastily reworked it.

Passage of the plan, which would cut $1.2 trillion while raising the debt ceiling by $1 trillion, enough to stave off default for another six months, was uncertain in the House. Democrats oppose the plan, along with a conservative faction of House Republicans.

Rep. Billy Long, R-Springfield, has said he will back Boehner's plan; Rep. Vicky Hartzler, R-Harrisonville, was undecided.

"We'll see if the House can pass the modified Boehner proposal," Blunt said, calling it the "most likely thing to happen in terms of a plan."

"At the end of the day, a bill has to pass that I won't be totally happy with and the president won't be happy with it and Harry Reid won't be happy with it. And the quicker we come to that realization, the sooner we can move beyond this to other pressing issues," Blunt said.

Blunt, McCaskill split on deficit plans
Missouri News Horizon, Tim Sampson
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. – The ongoing debate over the rapidly looming debt crisis has Missouri lawmakers sharply divide on the issue.

Each of Missouri’s senators weighed in on the pressing issue Wednesday, accusing the other side of being unwilling to compromise in order to reach an agreement that would allow congress to raise the nation’s debt ceiling while simultaneously lowering the deficit.

According to economists and President Barack Obama, less than a week remains to raise the debt limit before the U.S. faces the dire prospect of defaulting on its debt and losing its AAA credit rating. A vote on the debt limit – which has been raised 102 times in U.S. history already – is being delayed as Republicans use the urgent vote to leverage substantial federal spending cuts.

The debate has spawned two competing pieces of legislation: one from Democratic Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid, D-Nevada, and one from Republican House Speaker John Boehner, R-Ohio. Each bill has been declared a non-starter by the opposing side, with Democrats controlling the Senate and the GOP controlling the House.

Missouri’s Democratic Sen. Claire McCaskill placed blame for the current gridlock squarely at the feet of Boehner and House Republicans, who she said keep moving their demands further back from their original stated position.

“The Democrats have agreed to the demands made by the Republican Party,” McCaskill said. “Now what I don’t understand – what I can’t understand for the life of me – is why they are not saying ‘yes’ at this point.”

According to the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office, Reid’s version of the bill actually offers a larger deficit reduction at this point – to the tune of $2.2 trillion over the next decade. But that is partly to help ensure a bigger debt limit increase that would put off another debt ceiling debate for at least a year.

The CBO said that the current Republican plan would reduce the deficit only by $850 billion during the next decade, but would also require another debt ceiling debate in roughly six months.

Each side has accused one another of trying to play politics with the timing of the next debt ceiling negotiation, with Republicans accusing Obama and Democrats of trying to deliberately postpone another debate until after next year’s presidential election. Likewise, Democrats have accused Republicans of trying to force another debt ceiling debate in the middle of next year’s election as a way of causing economic instability and undermining the president.

McCaskill said that Republicans should be happy with the bill presented by Obama and the Democrats, saying it’s largely in line with their stated aims.

“The only difference is the Reid plan provides certainty for the next year, whereas the Boehner plan says ‘let’s leave a loaded gun on the middle of the table and do this again in six months,” she said.

But McCaskill’s Republican counterpart in Missouri, Sen. Roy Blunt, disagreed with this assessment. He said that Democrats have not offered up enough spending cuts, casting doubt on the actual savings in their version of the bill. Blunt conceded that the Democratic and Republican bills are largely similar, but he said that Reid’s bill overestimated the savings of the dwindling wars in Iraq and Afghanistan over the next decade.

“You can’t take the highest number you can find and multiply it by 10 and say that’s real savings,” Blunt said.

Blunt also accused Democrats of overplaying anxieties about the debt limit and the approaching default date, flatly saying that the federal government would not default on its debt. But he did note that tough spending decisions would have to be made.

He also said that the nation’s deficit was a bigger threat to its credit rating than the debt limit.

“For every rating agency that says not raising the debt ceiling is a problem, they’ve also said more often and at least as loud, if not louder, the bigger problem is the amount of money that the federal government is spending beyond its resources.”

Congress lurches toward endgame compromise if competing plans fail 

By Robert Koenig, Beacon Washington correspondent 

Posted 7:50 pm Wed., 7.27.11 

WASHINGTON - With House Republicans divided over their own leader's plan and congressional Democrats sweating the fast-approaching deadline, the road to solving the debt-ceiling crisis seemed likely to turn on a last-ditch compromise.

"We're hoping that, once [both sides] have tried their legislative options and haven't succeeded -- and we are running out of time -- that we'll be in a better bargaining mode," said U.S. Sen. Dick Durbin, D-Ill., on Wednesday. "We'll have to bring all the [House and Senate] leaders in to get this done."

Durbin, the second-ranking Senate Democrat and a member of the Senate "Gang of Six" working toward a deficit-reduction compromise, told the Beacon that the Senate was likely to block both the Republican option developed by Speaker John Boehner, R-Ohio, and a compromise proposal by Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid, D-Nev., which have some elements in common.

In the meantime, House Republicans were embroiled in an internal debate over Boehner's plan, which did not meet the demands of many tea-party conservatives. In the Missouri delegation, Reps. Todd Akin, R-Wildwood, and Jo Ann Emerson, R-Cape Girardeau, were moving in opposite directions -- with Emerson saying she was "cautiously optimistic" that a debt-ceiling compromise could be reached and Akin holding out for sharper budget slashing even if it means missing Tuesday's deadline set by the U.S. Treasury Department.

Akin told the Beacon that he expected to oppose Boehner's revised plan -- scheduled for a House vote Thursday -- because "it does not deal with the long-term deficit problem." But Emerson, who co-chairs the center-right "Tuesday Group" that could help support Boehner's plan, said a compromise needs to be achieved to avoid risking default and a downgrade of the government's credit rating.

On the Senate side, U.S. Sen. Claire McCaskill, D-Mo., pleaded for compromise and accused unbending House Republicans of "playing Russian roulette with our economy." She is backing Reid's effort to combine spending cuts with a debt limit increase and the creation of a dozen-member House-Senate panel to suggest longer-term legislative solutions to the deficit problem.

Also seeing the need for compromise was Sen. Roy Blunt, R-Mo., who has insisted for months that he would not back a debt-ceiling increase unless it was tied to structural budget reforms. He said Wednesday that Congress should "move forward" and agree on a plan, with his preference being the Boehner proposal as the best of the emerging options.

"If you're going to get something done, you're going to have a level of compromise," Blunt told reporters. "We're not going to have spending cuts at the level I'd like to see, and we're also not going to have tax increases -- and the president needs to understand that." He predicted that Boehner's plan would likely pass the House.

Blunt's bottom-line prediction: "There will be no default on the debt. It is critical that the United States fulfill its obligations. We entered into this debt with the commitment we pay it off, and we will."

For his part, Durbin told the Beacon that Reid's plan "is the likely vehicle in the Senate" but at this point would get no Republican votes. He predicted that the Senate would reject the Boehner plan (if it is approved by the House) and that the Reid plan probably won't get the 60 Senate votes needed to block a threatened filibuster.

House Republicans divided on Boehner plan

The most divisive debates were taking place in the House, where Boehner's call for unity has been met this week by a schism. In a phone interview with the Beacon and in an appearance on MSNBC, Emerson said compromise is needed in a divided government -- with Republicans controlling only the House and Democrats in charge of the Senate and White House. The Tuesday Group, which she co-chairs, includes 45 centrist Republicans.

"Never in the history of this country have we increased the debt ceiling and simultaneously cut spending by an equal or greater amount. I think that's a huge success for my party," Emerson said.

She said a growing number of House freshmen are warming to Boehner's approach. "It's really an educational process, and the more House members understand the details, I think the easier it is for them to go along with it." She added: "I believe that many of my freshman [House] colleagues now understand that."

Emerson said, "The Reid and Boehner plans share similarities. They both have the joint committee. They both call for cuts of equal amounts. The differences are basically that ours is a two-step process and that Reid's plan does have some funny math in it."

Republican leaders were working late Wednesday for votes for Boehner's proposal, which was being retooled after the Congressional Budget Office said it would cut spending less than he had estimated. Boehner called his approach "the best opportunity we have to hold the president's feet to the fire."

Akin told the Beacon that he would be "kind of surprised" if Boehner's retooled plan does not pass, but he said he will likely oppose it. "I'm not convinced this is the right way for us to go," he said. "All of the normal functions of government...are being financed this year by debt. We have an addiction to deficit spending."

The best solution, Akin suggested, would be a constitutional balanced budget amendment, which was included as part of the "Cut, Cap and Balance" bill that the House approved last week. The Senate later tabled the legislation. "The bill that's being proposed by the Speaker [Boehner] does not deal with that long-term problem," Akin said.

Rather than approve inadequate legislation, Akin said, he would prefer to "allow the government to go into a slowdown -- not a shutdown, a slowdown. There's enough money to pay for all of our securities and interest so that we don't default on our debt. There's also enough money...to fund Medicare, Medicaid, Social Security and the defense budget." He added, however, that "there would have to be tough choices on a number of things," including federal salaries.

"If we create some disruption and some difficulties in the economy for a couple of months, that would be a price that's worth paying to prevent us from going into freefall and chaos" as a result of deficit spending. But what about default and the downgrading of the government's credit rating? "If I were a rating agency, I would have downgraded our debt before, when you figure the whole federal government's function is being funded by deficit spending," Akin said.

He predicted that "no matter what we do, they're going to downgrade. And certainly there is a danger there." But he said rating agencies likely would be more impressed by "a real effort to actually solve the problem with a balanced budget amendment, or...putting a Band-Aid on things and saying, 'Well just postpone it.'"

As for McCaskill's "Russian roulette" criticism of tea-party House Republicans, Akin, who hopes to be the GOP nominee facing McCaskill in 2012, responded: "I would say the one who built the gun, put the bullet in the chamber and cocked the hammer was Claire McCaskill" because she voted for the stimulus plan and the Obama health-care overhaul.

Many senators edging toward compromise

While the House was sharply divided in an ideological battle, senators seemed to be edging towards a compromise -- with the exact details as yet unclear. Durbin said that the final negotiations would likely occur after both the Boehner and Reid options are defeated in the Senate.

"Boehner has to see if he can get his bill passed in the House. If it passes the House, we will defeat it over here" in the Senate, Durbin told the Beacon. "Harry Reid is going to call his bill in the Senate. It is not likely to get any Republican votes, and there aren't enough Democrats to pass it."

Then would come the real compromise, Durbin suggested. "At that point, we have to return to the table and see if there is some middle ground. It's not easy, and we're anxious to get to it" as soon as possible.

The chair of the Senate Budget Committee, Sen. Kent Conrad, D-N.D., also told reporters that -- given the lack of House Republican backing for Reid's bill -- "there is clearly going to have to be a compromise." He said "conversations... are ongoing" toward that end.

One major sticking point is President Barack Obama's demand that government borrowing power be extended at least through the 2012 election. On Wednesday, Conrad said the differences might be bridged by altering the powers of a new committee that -- under both the Boehner and Reid plans -- would be set up to find additional budget savings.

In a weekly session with radio reporters, McCaskill said the outline of Reid's plan showed that it had met many of the early demands by Boehner and other Republicans, and she pointed out that Reid's and Boehner's bills have many similarities.

The Senate leader's approach is "not much of a compromise -- it's basically acceding to the positions that Speaker Boehner set out at the beginning of this debate," McCaskill said, with the main difference being that Boehner's would require a second debate on the debt limit in six months or so.

McCaskill was highly critical of tea-party House Republicans who do not want to compromise. "The folks that have come here after the election last November need to understand that we do not do the American people a service by refusing to compromise, because that is, in fact, how you solve hard problems in our democracy," she said.

In a separate telephone session with reporters, Blunt -- a former House minority and majority whip -- pointed out that compromise is sometimes needed in legislative debates. "Everyone needs to understand the way our government works; one side does not get to decide exactly what happens."

Blunt said Boehner's proposal was preferable to Reid's outline, and he said he did not plan to vote for Reid's bill when it comes to a Senate vote.

Kinder, Steelman address GOP faithful in Neosho 

Wes Franklin, Neosho Daily News
Neosho, Mo. — 

Forget it’s an off-election year, big-league Republican hopefuls for state and national office got in some early speechifying Tuesday at the annual GOP watermelon feed in Neosho’s Big Spring Park.
Around 150 party faithful attended the event, put on by the Republican Women of Newton County and the Newton County Republican Central Committee.

All-but-declared gubernatorial candidate Lt. Gov. Peter Kinder — who has yet to formally announce his candidacy but is expected to after Labor Day — tied current Democratic Missouri Gov. Jay Nixon and President Barack Obama together by policy.

“Every policy coming down from the Obama administration that has the Gov. Jay Nixon stamp of approval on it is an indication that they believe they can plan our lives better than we can ourselves,” Kinder said, after sharing a 1964 Ronald Reagan quote about “a tiny intellectual elite in a far distant capital” believing the same.

Kinder called the “Cap and Trade,” environmental policy “a planned policy from the Obama administration to double energy prices” and said that Nixon has signed on to it without objection.

“How does that help any business?” Kinder posed. “How does that help manufacturing if you’re going to double energy costs? How does it help any household in Missouri? It does not. It’s a job-killer.”

He said the governor also supported the federal healthcare law, even after Missourians voted, by a 71 percent majority, to exempt themselves from the insurance mandate portion. Kinder, meanwhile, noted that he has filed a legal challenge to the compulsory health insurance provision of the new law. The lawsuit, which 21 other states have jumped on, was dismissed in federal court, though Kinder is appealing.

“We’re going to knock that out as unconstitutionally violating our freedoms,” Kinder told Tuesday’s crowd to much applause.

Kinder said that the federal stimulus bill has failed and noted that Missouri’s 8.8 percent unemployment rate is higher than most of the eight states it borders. The exceptions are Illinois (9.2 percent), Kentucky (9.6 percent), and Tennessee (9.8 percent), according to June numbers calculated by the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.
“Missourians are suffering,” Kinder said. “These are not just numbers. These are not just statistics. I’m seeing the dreams of families for a better life being turned to ashes. I’m seeing people losing hope. I’m seeing Missouri fall behind other states.”

Kinder said the 2012 campaign will be about “jobs for Missourians, it will be about recovering the American Dream for Missourians, it will be about renewal of America.”

Former Missouri Treasurer and now U.S. Senate candidate Sarah Steelman rhetorically asked what has changed in America from World War II to now.

“It’s not the American people,” she said. “The American people still have that can-do spirit that made us that shining city upon the hill. It’s government. It’s government that stifles our ingenuity. It’s government that taxes our wealth. It’s government that over-regulates our economy and restricts our rights and, frankly, they care more about the fat content in our food than if we’re going to have enough domestic oil production to fuel our factories and our cars. So what are we going to do? Change it. That’s what. And it can be changed.”

Steelman said she was willing to “stand up and do the right thing” and, predictably, said that current U.S. Senator Claire McCaskill wasn’t, pointing to the Democrat’s recent vote against the Balanced Budget Amendment contained in the Republican-backed “Cap-Cut-Balance” legislation.

Steelman said that despite what political pundits may charge, the GOP is not the party of “no,” but the party of “yes.”

“We say yes to smaller government, we say yes to a balanced budget amendment, we say yes to
lowering taxes, we say yes to less regulation, we say yes to the Constitution of the United States of America and, most importantly, we say yes to freedom,” Steelman said.
Steelman’s announced challenger in next year’s Republican primary for the U.S. Senate race, Congressman Todd Akin, was in Washington, D.C., Tuesday evening, though members of his campaign had a booth set up and passed out literature.

Missouri Auditor Tom Schweich, who doesn’t stand for reelection until 2014, also spoke on Tuesday, one day after delivering the findings of a special state audit on the city of Neosho.

Schweich said that since taking office six months ago, he has formed a rapid response team to immediately handle allegations of fraud or corruption, and has implemented a follow-up process to state audits, something he said did not occur in the past. State auditors will return to Neosho in 90 days, for example, to see that the city is responding to the audit findings released Monday.

Schweich also advised that if Republicans want to win in 2012 they need to “explain issues with clarity, remember the GOP is the party of integrity and stay optimistic.”

“Family, integrity, small government — that’s what we have to stand for in 2012,” Schweich said.

Kinder still not talking about future plans
Roseann Moring, Springfield News-Leader
Lt. Gov. Peter Kinder said Wednesday that election campaigns are too long, giving possible insight into why he hasn't announced whether he plans to run for governor.

Kinder came to Springfield on Wednesday to meet with Republican leaders in a closed meeting, and he spoke to the News-Leader beforehand.

Kinder, a Republican, is expected to challenge Democratic Gov. Jay Nixon in the 2012 election. But his lack of any announcement has puzzled some political observers.

He pointed to two former presidents to illustrate his point: In 1991, Bill Clinton announced his bid for presidency in October, 13 months before the next year's presidential election. In 1999, George Bush announced his candidacy in June, 17 months before the 2000 election.

"There's plenty of time to get plans before the voters," Kinder said.

He said southwest Missouri voters can expect to see more of him as the election moves forward.

"Greene County has already been good to me," he said.

Bill passed to name Jefferson City 
courthouse after Kit Bond
Brandie Piper
Washington D.C. (KSDK) - A bill passed by the U.S. Senate Tuesday night proposes 
a new courthouse in Jefferson City be named in honor of former U.S. Senator Christopher "Kit" Bond. 

The bill was introduced by U.S. Senator Roy Blunt and co-sponsored by fellow senator Claire McCaskill. The legislation will now go to the House of Representatives. 

Bond served two terms as governor of Missouri, beginning in 1972. In 1986 he was elected to the U.S. Senate where he was re-elected three times. 
While Bond was a senator, he was instrumental in building new courthouses in St. Louis, Kansas City and Cape Girardeau.
Missouri lawmakers call for Joplin clean-up extension
Missouri News Horizon, Tim Sampson
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. – Missouri’s lawmakers are reaching across the aisle in an appeal to extend heightened levels of funding for Joplin recovery efforts.

Gov. Jay Nixon, working with Sens. Claire McCaskill and Roy Blunt, sent a letter to President Barack Obama asking for an extension of the expedited debris removal program that was instituted after the May 22 tornado touched down in Joplin. The devastating storm killed more than 150 people and destroyed thousands of homes and businesses.

In the wake of the storm, more than 1.1 million cubic yards of debris have been removed under this program, but Missouri politicians said there is still more work to be done in this phase before rebuilding can begin in Joplin. Under the program, the federal government pays 90 percent of the cost of expedited debris removal in areas that received catastrophic or extensive damage, until a preliminary deadline of Aug. 7. After that, the federal government will only pay 75 percent of the cost. The lawmakers are requesting the deadline be pushed back to Aug. 31.

McCaskill praised the bipartisan effort.

“All of us together are raising our voices on this,” she said. “We hope we’ll have an impact.”

McCaskill, Blunt support disaster declaration for Missouri
Danny Henley, Hannibal Courier-Post
Hannibal, MO — 

Add the names of Claire McCaskill and Roy Blunt to the list of people seeking a disaster declaration for 23 counties in Missouri in the wake of severe flooding, high winds, hail and tornados that have caused damage throughout the state since the beginning of June.

Missouri’s two U.S. senators on Wednesday sent a letter to President Barack Obama in support of Governor Jay Nixon’s request earlier this week for a disaster declaration.

In Northeast Missouri, Nixon has requested public assistance for the counties of Lewis, Marion, Monroe, Ralls

and Shelby.

Earlier this week, Hannibal City Manager Jeff LaGarce said a federal disaster declaration “very well might (help

Hannibal), particularly from this last (July 12) storm.”

Bob Stevenson, general manager of the Hannibal Board of Public Works, was taking a wait-and-see attitude regarding any federal assistance would actually benefit the public-owned utility, should a disaster declaration even be issued.

“I think our actual costs that would be reimbursable might not be of a magnitude that would get any FEMA (Federal Emergency Management Agency) money. We’ll see. If we spent $50,000 on any one of these storms it would surprise me,” he said.

Joplin welcomes FEMA housing

By Roger McKinney 
news@joplinglobe.com 

JOPLIN, Mo. — Though the mayor of one Alabama city is preventing Federal Emergency Management Agency housing from being installed for tornado victims in his town, nothing like that is taking place in Joplin.

Jack Scott, mayor of Cordova, Ala., has refused to allow mobile homes supplied by FEMA in that town. An EF-4 tornado struck the town of 2,000 on April 27, killing four and destroying and damaging dozens of homes, businesses and other buildings.

Scott’s argument is that the temporary FEMA housing is never really temporary, and that a city ordinance forbids mobile homes.

According to FEMA, as of July 15, a total of 88 temporary FEMA housing units in Louisiana and Mississippi were still occupied by survivors of hurricanes Katrina and Rita, which hit in 2005.

Scott’s position has been unpopular, with angry residents circulating a petition in an effort to have him removed from office. He did not return a call to the Globe.

Families left without homes by the May 22 tornado in Joplin may move in as soon as this weekend at FEMA housing parks south of the Joplin Regional Airport. Officer Jeff Taylor Memorial Park will have 192 three-bedroom mobile homes, and Hope Haven Park will have 154 three-bedroom mobile homes.

There also are enough storm shelters to accommodate all of the residents of the parks.

FEMA units in area mobile home parks already are housing 120 families.

FEMA limits occupancy in its temporary housing to 18 months, said Crystal Payton, with the agency’s external affairs division. She said the 18-month period starts with the date of the disaster declaration, which in Joplin’s case was May 9 because the tornado disaster was added to a previously declared disaster in the state.

Because of that, Payton said those who move into temporary FEMA housing in Joplin will have until Nov. 7, 2012, to find permanent housing. She said FEMA officials certify each month that those in temporary housing are seeking a permanent home and check their progress in finding a home.

She said there may be extensions to the deadline if housing isn’t available by then.

In Joplin, Payton said, FEMA has had the full cooperation of state and local officials in establishing temporary housing. She said she is part of a weekly meeting of the State-Led Disaster Housing Task Force, composed of federal, state and local government and nonprofit agency officials.

“We bring all the players together, all at the same table,” Payton said of the meetings.

City Manager Mark Rohr didn’t say in an email response to the Globe if he had heard any resistance to the FEMA housing, but he confirmed that the city has been working closely with FEMA. He said he wasn’t aware of the situation in Alabama.

“Joplin is not Alabama,” Rohr wrote in the email. “Our approach is that our manufactured housing is temporary housing for up to 18 months. We will keep track of that time period and pursue our rebuilding efforts with this time period in mind.”

Jim Gaskill, who lives with his wife in a house directly west of the FEMA housing parks, said they built the house there because of the site’s relative isolation. He said he wishes the housing was farther east, but he was reserving final judgment until the mobile homes have occupants.

“We just finished building our house here,” Gaskill said.

Though the housing will be temporary, Payton said the infrastructure, including power and waterlines installed for the parks, will be permanent and available for use by the city.

MISSOURINET

Is your post office on the hit list?

by Bob Priddy on July 27, 2011

167 Missouri post offices are on the United States Postal Service’s hit list as targets for possible closing. They’re part of a postal service plan to possibly shut down almost 3700 small post offices nationwide.

The postal service says the closings are not done deals; the list is only of “possible” closings.

The service is considering closing about ten percent of its offices nationwide, saying the increase use of e-mail and the recession-caused decline in advertising mail produced a 58-million dollar financial loss last year.

List of possible closings after the jump:

· FERGUSON SAINT LOUIS 63135 

· GWEN B GILES SAINT LOUIS 63112 

· JEFFERSON MEMORIAL SAINT LOUIS 63101 

· JORDAN W CHAMBERS SAINT LOUIS 63106 

· ROCKBRIDGE ROCKBRIDGE 65741 

· TRUXTON TRUXTON 63381 

· WHITESIDE WHITESIDE 63387 

· FLETCHER FLETCHER 63030 

· GRUBVILLE GRUBVILLE 63041 

· MAPLEWOOD SAINT LOUIS 63143 

· ALDRICH ALDRICH 65601 

· ARROW ROCK ARROW ROCK 65320 

· BLACKBURN BLACKBURN 65321 

· BLAIRSTOWN BLAIRSTOWN 64726 

· CLARKSBURG CLARKSBURG 65025 

· DEERFIELD DEERFIELD 64741 

· DOVER DOVER 64022 

· DUNNEGAN DUNNEGAN 65640 

· EAST LYNNE EAST LYNNE 64743 

· EMMA EMMA 65327 

· FLORENCE FLORENCE 65329 

· FORTUNA FORTUNA 65034 

· FOSTER FOSTER 64745 

· GILLIAM GILLIAM 65330 

· HARWOOD HARWOOD 64750 

· HENRIETTA HENRIETTA 64036 

· HOUSTONIA HOUSTONIA 65333 

· HUGHESVILLE HUGHESVILLE 65334 

· JERICO SPRINGS JERICO SPRINGS 64756 

· MALTA BEND MALTA BEND 65339 

· MC GIRK MC GIRK 65055 

· METZ METZ 64765 

· MIAMI MIAMI 65344 

· MILO MILO 64767 

· MOUNDVILLE MOUNDVILLE 64771 

· ROSCOE ROSCOE 64781 

· SAINT THOMAS SAINT THOMAS 65076 

· SYRACUSE SYRACUSE 65354 

· CENTER SQUARE KANSAS CITY 64105 

· CIVIC CENTER KANSAS CITY 64106 

· HICKMAN MILLS KANSAS CITY 64134 

· ALLENDALE ALLENDALE 64420 

· AMITY AMITY 64422 

· ARMSTRONG ARMSTRONG 65230 

· BLYTHEDALE BLYTHEDALE 64426 

· CLEARMONT CLEARMONT 64431 

· CLYDE CLYDE 64432 

· COFFEY COFFEY 64636 

· COSBY COSBY 64436 

· DE KALB DE KALB 64440 

· DE WITT DE WITT 64639 

· DENVER DENVER 64441 

· FILLMORE FILLMORE 64449 

· FRANKLIN FRANKLIN 65250 

· GENTRY GENTRY 64453 

· GLENWOOD GLENWOOD 63541 

· GRAHAM GRAHAM 64455 

· GUILFORD GUILFORD 64457 

· HELENA HELENA 64459 

· HUMPHREYS HUMPHREYS 64646 

· JAMESON JAMESON 64647 

· LACLEDE LACLEDE 64651 

· LEVASY LEVASY 64066 

· LIVONIA LIVONIA 63551 

· MARTINSVILLE MARTINSVILLE 64467 

· MC FALL MC FALL 64657 

· MOORESVILLE MOORESVILLE 64664 

· PARNELL PARNELL 64475 

· PICKERING PICKERING 64476 

· POLLOCK POLLOCK 63560 

· PURDIN PURDIN 64674 

· REA REA 64480 

· ROSENDALE ROSENDALE 64483 

· SUMNER SUMNER 64681 

· TURNEY TURNEY 64493 

· UTICA UTICA 64686 

· WHEELING WHEELING 64688 

· WINIGAN WINIGAN 63566 

· WORTH WORTH 64499 

· AVILLA AVILLA 64833 

· BRUNER BRUNER 65620 

· CEDARCREEK CEDARCREEK 65627 

· FREISTATT FREISTATT 65654 

· HURLEY HURLEY 65675 

· NECK CITY NECK CITY 64849 

· PONCE DE LEON PONCE DE LEON 65728 

· POWELL POWELL 65730 

· PURCELL PURCELL 64857 

· STOTTS CITY STOTTS CITY 65756 

· TIFF CITY TIFF CITY 64868 

· WENTWORTH WENTWORTH 64873 

· BIXBY BIXBY 65439 

· BLACK BLACK 63625 

· BLODGETT BLODGETT 63824 

· BRAGG CITY BRAGG CITY 63827 

· BRAGGADOCIO BRAGGADOCIO 63826 

· BROWNWOOD BROWNWOOD 63738 

· BUCYRUS BUCYRUS 65444 

· CANALOU CANALOU 63828 

· CATRON CATRON 63833 

· DAISY DAISY 63743 

· DUTCHTOWN DUTCHTOWN 63745 

· ELK CREEK ELK CREEK 65464 

· FREMONT FREMONT 63941 

· GIBSON GIBSON 63847 

· GIPSY GIPSY 63750 

· GOBLER GOBLER 63849 

· GRAYRIDGE GRAYRIDGE 63850 

· HARDENVILLE HARDENVILLE 65666 

· HARTSHORN HARTSHORN 65479 

· HARVIELL HARVIELL 63945 

· HOLLAND HOLLAND 63853 

· HUGGINS HUGGINS 65484 

· JADWIN JADWIN 65501 

· KEWANEE KEWANEE 63860 

· KNOB LICK KNOB LICK 63651 

· LAKE SPRING LAKE SPRING 65532 

· LOWNDES LOWNDES 63951 

· MACOMB MACOMB 65702 

· MILL SPRING MILL SPRING 63952 

· MONTIER MONTIER 65546 

· OLD APPLETON OLD APPLETON 63770 

· OXLY OXLY 63955 

· PEACE VALLEY PEACE VALLEY 65788 

· PERKINS PERKINS 63774 

· POWERSITE POWERSITE 65731 

· REDFORD REDFORD 63665 

· REYNOLDS REYNOLDS 63666 

· RUETER RUETER 65744 

· STURDIVANT STURDIVANT 63782 

· SUCCESS SUCCESS 65570 

· TALLAPOOSA TALLAPOOSA 63878 

· TIFF TIFF 63674 

· VANDUSER VANDUSER 63784 

· WHITEOAK WHITEOAK 63880 

· WHITEWATER WHITEWATER 63785 

· ZANONI ZANONI 65784 

· BRINKTOWN BRINKTOWN 65443 

· CHERRYVILLE CHERRYVILLE 65446 

· CLIFTON HILL CLIFTON HILL 65244 

· DAVISVILLE DAVISVILLE 65456 

· ELMER ELMER 63538 

· EMDEN EMDEN 63439 

· ETHEL ETHEL 63539 

· EXCELLO EXCELLO 65247 

· HOLLIDAY HOLLIDAY 65258 

· HUNNEWELL HUNNEWELL 63443 

· JACKSONVILLE JACKSONVILLE 65260 

· LEONARD LEONARD 63451 

· MORRISON MORRISON 65061 

· NEWARK NEWARK 63458 

· NOVELTY NOVELTY 63460 

· OLEAN OLEAN 65064 

· PLEVNA PLEVNA 63464 

· PORTLAND PORTLAND 65067 

· RENICK RENICK 65278 

· REVERE REVERE 63465 

· RUTLEDGE RUTLEDGE 63563 

· SAINT PATRICK SAINT PATRICK 63466 

· SANTA FE SANTA FE 65282 

· SAVERTON SAVERTON 63467 

· STEEDMAN STEEDMAN 65077 

· STOUTSVILLE STOUTSVILLE 65283 

· TEBBETTS TEBBETTS 65080 

· WESCO WESCO 65586 

· WILLIAMSTOWN WILLIAMSTOWN 63473 

· WOOLDRIDGE WOOLDRIDGE 65287 

Sheriff offers ideas to improve Missouri disaster response

by Mike Lear on July 28, 2011

The Senate Interim Subcommittee on Emergency Response has heard testimony from the Cole County Sheriff on ways he thinks the state can improve its disaster response.

Greg White says Cole county is part of a seven-county consortium that he calls “outstanding.” He says the group helps to unify how business is done and in creating databases that all members can draw from. He wants to see it expanded, and suggests similar efforts be developed statewide.

White also emphasizes involving the public in disaster plans. He says in the case of a major disaster covering multiple counties resources may be overtaxed unless officials can call on the public to be active in the relief effort. Programs like “Ready in 3″ can help prepare the public and encourage them to get involved, he says.

White is an original member of the Faith-Based Missouri Initiative team. He encourages programs like that to bolster relief efforts at the local level and help relieve pressure on other agencies.

Finally, he says more resources must be provided to responders at the local level who will have to stand alone in the early stages of any major disaster. Here again, he says the public must be equal partners in developing plans ahead of time and executing them when needed.

SE Missouri floods still causing problems
by Bob Priddy on July 28, 2011

The southeast Missouri floods and storms of April and May have been overshadowed in the news lately by the Joplin tornado and the Missouri River floods. But the after-effects of those incidents are still problems in that area.

The Birds Point-New Madrid levee still has gaping holes in it. About 25 percent of the Mississippi River floodway behind the levee still cannot be farmed because of debris.

Southeast Missouri Congresswoman Jo Ann Emerson says she had to light a fire under the Corps of

Engineers after a recent visit to check on levee rebuilding…

Emerson says she had a frank talk with the Corps’ chief engineer in Washington….and within a few days, work resumed in earnest on the levee—although she says the Corps will have to add ten feet to the height of it before next spring.

Emerson says she’s pleasantly surprised by the efforts of the Federal Emergency Management Agency. Tomorrow is the deadline for flood and storm victims in the area to ask for FEMA assistance, although she might ask the agency to extend the deadline for another couple of weeks.

BLOG ZONE
You name it, you own it: Nixon now calling eco-devo legislation the "Made in Missouri" package

Jason Noble. 21 hours, 24 minutes ago / KC Star Prime Buzz
JEFFERSON CITY | Show me branding. 

Missouri Gov. Jay Nixon is doing a fly around today talking up the looming special legislative session that will consider a massive bundle of economic-development incentives and tax-credit reforms.

The upshot from his visits to Springfield and Elsberry? That massive bundle of economic-development incentives and tax-credit reforms now has a catchy name.

The Made in Missouri Jobs Package. 

“We need to come together now to pass this bipartisan jobs package to create jobs that put Missourians back to work, to support manufacturing in our state, and to sell more Missouri products in countries overseas,” Nixon said in a statement. “We’re going to continue to make, grow and build products right here in the Show-Me State.”

The name, and Nixon’s comments, clearly emphasize the manufacturing aspects of the proposed legislation. But much of the package has little to do with actually building things.

The centerpiece program, for example, is a set of tax credits to turn the St. Louis airport into a trade hub for international goods. Tax credits potentially running into the hundreds of millions of dollars will go toward development of warehousing space — not manufacturing. Still more will provide breaks to those who ship goods, not make them.

Other tax incentives are aimed at keeping companies in Missouri and attracting various new high-tech businesses. The job-retention programs are seen as especially critical to Kansas City, which habitually loses businesses to more tax-abated ground in Kansas. But the jobs lost aren’t always the classic manufacturing Nixon alluded to. 

Recent high-profile flights to Kansas have included JPMorgan Retirement Plan Services, Hoefer Wysocki architects, KeyBank Real Estate Capital and the National Association of Insurance Commissioners. AMC Entertainment could be leaving soon as well. Service-based companies, all.

The high-tech businesses that could be attracted to Missouri through the so-called MOSIRA program could include some manufacturers, but the “data centers” incentives are aimed not at physical goods, but at internet-company server farms — those massive banks of computers that maintain data for the Facebook and Google of the world. 

The public-relations battle over this legislation — and who gets credit for it — has been fierce thus far, with the Democratic governor and Republican lawmakers trying for weeks to get the upper hand. 

Will GOP lawmakers challenge the Democratic governor’s claim to it once again by rolling out their own flashy bill title? Perhaps one that bears a bit more resemblance to the actual legislation?

If so, what should that title be?

Another Joplin fundraiser planned in DC

Posted on July 27, 2011 by Malia Rulon, Springfield News-Leader Inside Missouri Politics
A group called the D.C. Chapter of the Joplin Expats is hosting a “Beltway to Route 66 Happy Hour Event” at a popular Irish pub near the U.S. Capitol tomorrow evening to benefit the Boys & Girls Club of Joplin.

Republican Rep. Billy Long of Springfield is one of the event sponsors. Cost to attend the event ranges from $66 to $500. Check out the Joplin Expats on Facebook for more information.

The Jonas Trap

by Dave Drebes, Arch City Chronicle | Wed, 07/27/2011 - 9:29pm 

Will Sen. Robin Wright Jones get caught in the “Jonas Trap?” That seems to be a likely scenario.

Last session Rep. Jonas Hughes was unable to be seated because of outstanding fines due to the Missouri Ethics Commission. 

Putting aside the question of the undocumented $90K from her campaign account, and the possibility that her detractors will launch a primary challenge, it seems inevitable that she will face a very significant fine from MEC. 

Wright Jones still hasn’t filed her October 2010 quarter, and the fines for that tardy report continue to accumulate.

Her latest quarter showed some debt payments, an indication that like Hughes (and unlike Sen. Claire McCaskill who quickly wrote a sizable check to cover back taxes on her husband’s plane) Wright Jones may lack the financial flexibility to address any substantial fine.

Working to her advantage, however, is time. She has until January 2013 to clear up her campaign accounting, and pay whatever fines there may be.

Progressives target national legislative organization behind many state proposals 

By Jo Mannies, Beacon political reporter 

Posted 4:34 pm Wed., 7.27.11 

The American Legislative Exchange Council is a nonprofit group set up in the early 1970s, as its website explains, "for conservative state lawmakers who shared a common belief in limited government, free markets, federalism and individual liberty."

As a result, ALEC officials say, it shouldn't be surprising that the group and its members are having an influence on legislation in states around the country -- including Missouri.

"I credit our legislative members' success,'' said Raegan Weber, ALEC's senior director for public affairs.

That influence also is attracting more scrutiny from progressives and liberals, including a new progressive advocacy group, Progress Missouri. Progress Missouri released a study this week that ties some of the Missouri General Assembly's more controversial bills in recent sessions -- including measures to outlaw closed-union shops and eliminate teacher tenure -- to model bills crafted by the ALEC staff.

"Sen. Luann Ridgeway’s right-to-work-for-less law (SB1), championed by Senate President Pro Tem Rob Mayer, is a carbon copy of ALEC’s model," said Progress Missouri in a report issued today.

The group noted that ALEC also makes a point on its website of citing its influence in the crafting of Proposition C, which passed overwhelmingly in Missouri last August. The measure, advanced by state Sen. Jane Cunningham, R-Chesterfield, seeks to exempt Missouri from some of the federal health-care changes.

"Missouri’s laws should be written by Missourians -- not in secret by Exxon Mobil, Koch Industries and other corporations, in board rooms thousands of miles away," said Sean Soendker Nicholson, executive director of Progress Missouri. The corporations cited are among those who also are members or donors to ALEC.

He added, "Representatives and senators who have used our public funds to schmooze with corporate lobbyists and pocketed gifts on ALEC junkets (should) come clean on who has really written the legislation they’ve put forward as their own."

Nicholson said his next project will be to focus on the "scholarships'' that ALEC gives to legislators, including some in Missouri, to attend its conferences. ALEC members will gather next week in New Orleans.

ALEC's influence in state legislation, including in Missouri, is not news. Nicholson cites previous coverage by southwest Missouri blogger Randy Turner, a teacher who writes The Turner Report. 

What is new is that more conservatives who were elected last fall to state offices and legislatures around the country are now advocating many of the same ALEC-crafted proposals, which has resulted in more becoming state laws. Several prominent ALEC alums now are governors of key battleground states, such as Ohio Gov. John Kasich, a Republican.

Although nonpartisan politically, ALEC philosophically is conservative, Weber said. "Our main focus is on fiscal responsibility and growing the economy."

Nicholson said the renewed focus on ALEC now is prompted largely by the documentation of the bills linking the legislation directly to ALEC.

The progressive focus on ALEC includes an in depth article earlier this month in The Nation magazine, and a new website -- ALEC Exposed -- set up by the Center for Media and Democracy, a nonprofit, progressive investigative group. The site features dozens of bills attributed to ALEC and under consideration, or already passed, by state legislatures around the country.

Declares the Center for Media and Democracy on its web site: "Through ALEC, global corporations are scheming to rewrite your rights and boost their revenue."

Weber at ALEC said that model legislation was among many services that ALEC offers its members. The recommended bills often come from legislative members themselves, she added.

"Legislators are the driving force in ALEC,'' Weber said, citing examples where a legislator has drafted a bill for his or her state, and then offered it to ALEC to promote to other members.

Weber emphasized that ALEC gets involved in issues and does not endorse candidates or campaigns.

She also cited ALEC's issue-oriented initiatives highlighted on its website. Because of its conservative focus, Weber said it's not surprising that ALEC is now the focus of progressive critics. "We are the 'flavor of choice,' " Weber quipped.

Corporate Interest Group Accused of Writing Missouri Laws

By Chad Garrison, Riverfront Times
Published: Wed., Jul. 27 2011 @ 2:54PM 

Missouri legislators have recently passed or attempted to pass at least a half-dozen state laws or resolutions written nearly word-for-word by a conservative corporate interest, according to an investigation by Progress Missouri. 
The American Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC) is a nearly 40-year-old agency that bills itself as a 501(c)(3) but acts somewhat like a corporate lobbying agency, recruiting state legislators in Missouri and all 50 states to conferences in resort cities where they're introduced to legislation that favors the organization's corporate members. Legislators join ALEC for $100. Corporate members, meanwhile, pay upwards of $25,000 to join

ALEC and, in so doing, get veto power over language in the bills. 

Recently, The Nation obtained hundred of documents detailing ALEC's model legislation and disseminated the material on the site alecexposed.com. As Progress Missouri reveals, it seems some of that legislation has made its way to Jefferson City. 

Today Daily RFT caught up with Progress Missouri's Sean Soendker Nicholson, who tells us that he believe he's just scratched the surface in finding seven pieces of legislation in Jefferson City that appear to have come directly from ALEC. 
Daily RFT: Tell us how you came up with the seven examples you made public today? 
Nicholson: We've been working on this since just this weekend. But already we've found quite a bit. Basically we're going through financial disclosures to see who is a member of ALEC and then looking at bills they've introduced to see if anything matches up with the ALEC legislation.
ALEC bills itself as non-partisan. Is that what you've found? 

It's true that they do have some Democratic members, but as far as money they give back, almost all of their funds go to Republicans by a margin of about 95 to 5. 
What Missouri bills seem to be the most egregious, in terms of mirroring ALEC legislation? 
Rep. Tim Jones (R - Eureka) co-sponsored a school charter bill -- known as the Parent Trigger Act -- that's word-for-word the same as ALEC's bill. (State Sen.) Luann Ridgeway (R - Smithville) sponsored the Right to Work bill this year that is almost identical to ALEC

model. And ALEC even sent out a press release last year praising Proposition C, allegedly written by (State Sen.) Jan Cunningham, that rejected Missouri's involvement in health care reform.
What other Missouri politicians have you found to be part of ALEC?
Lt. Governor Peter Kinder spoke at ALEC's 2010 conference and has attended many others. Cunningham was a national board member from 2005 to 2010. In the St. Louis region, other legislators who are members include Walt Bivins (R - South County), Sue Allen (R - Town & Country) among others. We're still compiling the list. 
Some might argue that ALEC's involvement helps legislators. What's your opinion? 
Call me crazy, but it doesn't seem that radical of a notion to believe that Missouri laws should be written by Missourians and not by corporate interests a thousand miles away. And what's really disturbing is that it's unknown -- for now -- how often this has happened. We've been working on it just a few days and already found all these examples. How many more are out there?
Blunt says lawmakers need to face political reality

David Goldstein. 20 hours, 12 minutes ago, KC Star Prime Buzz
Sen. Roy Blunt said both political parties need to realize that compromise was the only solution to the debt ceiling standoff.

In a politically divided government, “One side does not get to decide what happens today, tomorrow, anytime,” the Missouri Republican said in a call with reporters. We’ll see where we are 18 months from now.”

That was reference to the 2012 elections when the White House, the entire House and more than half the Senate will face the voters.

Blunt, who spent more than a decade in the House and much of that time in leadership rallying support for Republican legislation, also took a dim view of tea party senators interfering in House politics. Several have urged tea party followers in the House not to support a debt ceiling plan offered by House Speaker John Boehner because it doesn’t go far enough.

“When I was a whip in the House, I would have been pretty upset if a bunch of senators sent a letter over saying ‘don’t do what the leader wants done,’” Blunt said in a subsequent interview on MSNBC.

Boehner’s plan will have trouble passing if he can’t draw enough of his GOP majority and has to look for Democratic votes.

Blunt also said he did not think an alternative plan offered by Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid would gain enough support, but Senate Democrats have questioned that. 

In his call with reporters, Blunt called out the Democrats for insisting on tax increases, although Reid’s plan has dropped what had been a deal breaker for the Democrats and President Obama has endorsed the idea.

Blunt said that the president has never spelled out exactly what he wants.

Reid’s plan also includes spending cuts that Republicans have previously endorsed.

Breitbart added to speaker list for conservative Smart Girl Summit 

By Jo Mannies, Beacon political reporter 

Posted 5:07 pm Wed., 7.27.11 

Controversial conservative activist and blogger Andrew Breitbart has been added to the speaker list for this week's national Smart Girl Summit, slated to begin Friday at the Crowne Plaza downtown. 

Breitbart is seen as a hero by conservatives, and a heel by liberals, because of some of his undercover video activities. (Such as former USDA employee Shirley Sherrod, who has sued him.)

"Our membership, supporters and attendees rely heavily on the Internet and social media to receive and distribute news and information," said Teri Christoph co-founder of Smart Girl Politics, a conservative group aimed at like-minded women. "No one better epitomizes grassroots reporting than Andrew Breitbart. Breitbart.com and its affiliated web properties receive more than three million unique visitors and about 20 million news pages per month."

Breitbart is slated to speak at the Friday dinner and "is sure to get our attendees fired up for our current legislative battles and the 2012 elections,'' Christoph added.

Other scheduled speakers include Missouri Lt. Gov. Peter Kinder, Eagle Forum founder Phyllis Schlafly and two prominent Missouri congressional candidates: former state Treasurer Sarah Steelman, who is running for the U.S. Senate, and former state GOP chair Ann Wagner, who is running for the 2nd District congressional seat.

Also added to the event is a presidential straw poll that will feature the declared Republican presidential candidates.

EDITORIALS … & Letters to the Editor
Special session may lead to jobs for Missourians

Legislators should be looking to build state's economy with a plan.

Springfield News-Leader
We applaud the decision by Gov. Jay Nixon and lawmakers to address economic issues and tax credits in a special session. It's about time.

During the last General Assembly the legislators failed to pass a comprehensive economic development package despite Republican majorities in both the House and Senate. We expect better results in September to ultimately generate jobs for Missourians.

It appears now that the package will provide new business incentives, including $360 million in tax breaks for firms to become involved in a China trade hub at Lambert-St. Louis International Airport. Additional incentives would look at data storage centers, big amateur sporting events -- might Springfield benefit? -- and science and technology companies.

Legislators know they face a tough budget next year. The proposed incentives will be more than balanced with elimination of some existing tax credits and reducing others. Among them will be the loss of an income tax credit for low-income seniors and disabled who rent though similar homeowners will keep their credit. A lower annual cap will be put on renovations of historic buildings and low-income housing developments with both programs expiring in 2018. Wine and grape producers' breaks will wither. Legislative leaders believe their package may save $1.5 billion over 15 years, the Associated Press reports.

We urge lawmakers to present the details in a concrete form soon so that Missourians might see if a foundation is being built for the state's future.

That foundation can have a long-range plan, and that plan needs more discussion among lawmakers and the public.

We hope legislators are more aware now of the Missouri Strategic Initiative for Economic Growth. It wasn't completed until well into the last session but now it could be an important resource as legislation on economic policies are decided. A wide-ranging bipartisan effort, the plan brings together the recommendations of more than 600 business, labor, economic development and higher education leaders from across the state.

Editorial: Time for Missouri to forge renewable energy compromise 

By the Editorial Board | Posted: Thursday, July 28, 2011 12:00 am | St. Louis Post-Dispatch
For years, the knock on various forms of renewable energy, such as solar and wind power, has been that they aren't reliable enough to generate base-load power — the minimum output that utilities must make available to consumers at all times.

This is true — coal and natural gas do the heavy lifting. But the reliability and costs of renewable energy have come a long way in a short time. In the first quarter of 2011, for the first time in U.S. history, renewable sources produced more energy than nuclear power.

The U.S. Energy Information Administration reports that renewable energy contributed nearly 12 percent of U.S. energy in the first three months of 2011, nearly twice the contribution from nuclear power.

Make no mistake, coal is still king in Missouri and the nation. Yet the rise of renewable energy as a reliable alternative should not be overlooked.

That trend makes Missouri's inability to fully implement 2008's Proposition C even more regrettable. That voter-approved measure required that Missouri investor-owned-utilities increase their renewable energy portfolio by 2 percent this year, rising to 15 percent by 2021.

Putting the law into effect has been stalled by disagreements about what supporters of Proposition C intended and interpretations of what the law actually allows.

Lawmakers earlier this year overturned a Public Service Commission ruling that would have required the renewable energy to come from sources in Missouri or surrounding states. Utilities want to be able to purchase renewable energy credits from sources all over the country.

Earlier this month, Cole County Circuit Court Judge Daniel Green ruled that the PSC had gone beyond the scope of the law in trying to implement Proposition C. The judge said the rule, as written, would have allowed costs to rise much higher than the 1 percent called for in the law. He also took issue with the one part of the law that has been successful, utility rebates to consumers who install solar-power systems. So what to do?

The PSC should go back to the drawing board to write rules that will serve both the spirit of Proposition C and the letter of the law. Unfortunately, the PSC has voted in its traditional 3-2 partisan split to appeal Judge Green's decision.

That only delays justice for those voters — and businesses — seeking certainty on how Missouri will move toward an energy portfolio containing more renewable energy.

Despite those delays, the state is moving toward that goal. Last month, the Associated Electric Cooperative of Springfield agreed to buy 150 megawatts of wind power from St. Louis-based Wind Capital Group. The solar rebate has led to the creation of scores of jobs in the Missouri solar industry.

The group behind Proposition C, Renew Missouri, already is laying the groundwork for a second statewide vote. If it passes, and the Legislature follows form, the voters' decision will be overturned. More lawsuits and appeals will follow. This cycle is getting Missouri nowhere.

The utility industry, its customers and others who care about Missouri's energy future must be able to find some middle ground that reduces the state's dependence on coal and produces some homegrown jobs in growing energy sectors.

Short-term costs will rise for utilities and consumers. But the longer we wait to pay the piper, the bigger the long-term bill will be.

Road Priorities

Posted: Wednesday, July 27, 2011 6:32 pm | Washington Missourian
We can understand city of Union officials taking the position that Highway 50 from Interstate 44 to Union is their top highway priority. It should be.

However, Highway 47 from St. Clair to Washington should be among Union’s top priorities, right behind Highway 50.

A move by Washington city officials to undertake a cooperative effort to work for Highway 47 improvements was not meant to take away Union’s No. 1 priority. The effort was for Washington, Union and St. Clair to work together for eventual improvements to Highway 47.

The one entity that should become more involved in the Highway 47 effort is Franklin County. Most of the highway is in the unincorporated area. Highway 47 is traveled by thousands and thousands of county residents daily. County officials have a responsibility to the citizens they represent to be in the forefront for Highway 47 improvements. The county’s transportation committee should be involved.

The Missouri Department of Transportation (MoDOT) is well aware of the needs to solve the traffic congestion problem on Highway 47. It also is planning for Highway 50 improvements, to make it a four-lane highway the entire distance from the interstate to Union. A lack of funds is why it isn’t taking action for improvements in the immediate future.

The Highway 50 interchange with I-44 is part of the proposed project. That intersection is a nightmare. To fix it is going to be very expensive. The state created the problem with the present design, but it probably was the best MoDOT could do with available funding at that time.

Needed state highway projects in Franklin County are delayed due to funding. The state has had to cut its construction program in half for the next five years based on projected revenue. This is not only a problem for Franklin County. It’s a statewide problem.

Where is the leadership statewide to promote more funding for MoDOT?

No Blank Check for Ameren 

By Kay Genovese, Labadie | Posted: Wednesday, July 27, 2011 6:32 pm | Washington Missourian
To The Editor:

In the 7/20 edition of The Missourian, Mr. Griesheimer made strong statements about the county’s efforts to protect the citizens in regard to the Ameren coal ash dump in the floodway of the Labadie Bottoms.

He said requiring any landfill to be “flood proof” is a critical and necessary safeguard for public safety. He said imposing restrictions, including a flood-proof concrete wall... are key to adding more stringent requirements to proposed county land use amendments.

Mr. Griesheimer said flood proofing “makes it much more cost prohibitive, but it shows we’re doing everything we can.” He said only coal waste from Labadie would be permitted on the site. He said that while the safeguards the commissioners endorsed will make the landfill “extremely, extremely expensive,” they are necessary to protect the public. “Not to sound flippant, but I don’t really care about how much it costs,” he said.

While all of these statements may sound like the commission is trying to think of the citizens’ health, wellness and welfare, one other proposal from Mr. Griesheimer could put everything else at risk.

At the July 6 commissioners’ meeting, Mr. Griesheimer said that “there needs to be a severability clause. If this goes to court, and the judge throws out enforcement of this (meaning the protective conditions), the rest would still be in (place).”

Ameren isn’t going to take Franklin County to court for changing the county regulations and giving it a permitted use. However, Ameren very well might take the county to court over the protective restrictions the county hopefully will require, if indeed the commissioners push ahead and vote to open the floodplain to toxic coal ash landfills.

If the county loses to Ameren in a court battle, and the protective measures are thrown out, Ameren gets a cleaned and gutted permitted use. If the commissioners decide to pass the zoning amendment based on the assumption that the protections will protect the public, then they must make sure that those protections stay in place. If Ameren gets them removed, then Ameren can go forward with a blank check.

We hope you say no to a landfill in the floodplain or the floodway. But if you go forward, we hope you include a non-severability clause to ensure that if any of the restrictions are overturned in court, then the zoning amendment is nullified. Otherwise, the protections on which you base your votes could be just wishful thinking. As you stated, “we’ve got one chance to do it right, and we’re going to do it right.”

Our view: Good advice

Joplin Globe
— Tom Schweich is a former U.S. ambassador, federal prosecutor and international law enforcement official who investigated organized crime in Afghanistan.

So, even though we’re still scratching our heads as to why the Republican wanted to be Missouri auditor — he would appear to have bigger fish to fry — we hope local government leaders will listen to what he has to say regarding accountability.

Schweich offered up good advice in both Joplin and Neosho on Tuesday.

First he stopped in Joplin to talk to representatives of cities, counties and school districts that have been receiving state and federal money. He urged them to use caution to document financial transactions thoroughly.

“When you are under pressure to act quickly, you cannot let accountability fall by the wayside,” Schweich told the group.

Failing to practice recommended accounting precautions or fully document expenditures and reasons for decisions on spending could result in someone stealing money or performing less than quality services, he said.

The latter appears to be the problem in Neosho, where he gave the city the lowest rating possible regarding its finances and record-keeping.

Mismanagement of funds and failure to follow city policies got the city where it is, but Schweich provided hope by telling city leaders that if they implement all of the recommendations listed in the audit, most of Neosho’s financial issues could be resolved.

Maybe Schweich should take a trip to Washington this week. His sound advice about financial accountability is sorely needed there.

Letters to the editor, July 28 

Posted: Thursday, July 28, 2011 12:00 am, St. Louis Post-Dispatch
Kids need engaged parents, demanding schools, not self-esteem
Bernie Hayes' commentary "Do we hate ourselves?" (July 21) made valid points about the state of the black community, particularly the devastation to neighborhoods caused by black-on-black crime. He's right when he says that "mayhem and carnage are running rampant in our neighborhoods." However, he's got the cause of the problem exactly wrong.

Having taught in a poor black high school for 15 years, I have seen the kids he talks about, from those he hopes will save the future to "the small percentage who are killing us off." The problem shared by this small percentage, by and large, is not self-hatred, but self-love.

My students thought the world of themselves; generally, the worse the student and more anti-social the behavior, the higher his self-esteem. Indeed, the self-esteem movement still embraced by soft-hearted parents and soft-headed educators finally is bumping up against reality.

Grade inflation has led an entire generation of students to have no understanding of the hard work required to excel in life, and colleges report an ever-increasing gap between the grades students expect to earn and the small amount of effort they put into their classes.

More specific to the black community, though, Mr. Hayes calls on the old trope of black history as the solution, citing numerous black innovators, important historical figures who should be taught in every American history class. But this hasn't worked.

These kids need parents who enforce reasonable bedtimes, limit screen time to one or two hours per day, provide healthy meals and attend parent-teacher conferences and follow the advice given there. They need schools that expect kids to learn and that enforce standards of behavior that society finds acceptable.

We could give that a try and see how it works.

John Clark • University City
Playing games
I am outraged by the Board of Aldermen and its attacks on Stray Rescue ("Stray Rescue trims its role collecting dogs in St. Louis," July 26). Mayor Francis Slay's chief of staff, Jeff Rainford, is quoted as saying "... this thing is working."

It's not working when the aldermen withhold money that was donated by city residents for an animal shelter.

I will actively campaign against those who voted against giving Stray Rescue the money. I am sick of politicians playing games.

Jane Wolff • St. Louis
Wasting dollars
There is a proposal coming out of Jefferson City to give $360 million in tax breaks, spread over 16 years, for warehouse facilities and airlines to create an international cargo hub at Lambert-St. Louis International Airport. Businessmen say, "Build a better mouse trap, and the world will beat a path to your door." That means that superior goods and services will draw customers. If the Chinese want to buy goods from Missourians, they will do so based on the merit of the product. We don't need to give away the tax base, especially when there is talk of closing the Veterans' Home in Warrensburg and the Habilitation Center in Higginsville and when some schools are in session only four days a week.

Forget the tax incentives. They are a waste of taxpayers' dollars.

Holmes Osborne • Odessa, Mo.
Where are the jobs?
The Republicans don't want the unemployment rate to go down — not until they get in office in 2012. Remember Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell's words: "Our No. 1 priority is to make Obama a one-time president."

They're in lock step, no matter if most of us suffer. They won't support any program that creates jobs, such as repairing our infrastructure. (Quietly, 13 congressional Republicans have petitioned government agencies to get such jobs for their districts, and they succeeded.)

So let's compare fiscal policies. Under Bill Clinton's Democratic administration, we had regulations to protect consumers and encourage competition. We had job growth, a safety net and Social Security. We ended up with a budget surplus under the Democrats. Imagine that.

Under the Republicans, we scuttled regulation and gave tax cuts to the rich and to corporations. This was supposed to create jobs. Where are the jobs? The jobs went overseas. The rich got richer, and the poor got poorer.

But don't worry. The Republicans have a plan: cut spending, cut Social Security, cut education, etc. And we can't afford to repair infrastructure.

This economy is on the backs of the working class, the working poor and their children and grandchildren because we can't raise revenue on the backs of the rich.

Lillian Goldman • University City
Really, where are the jobs?
I've been listening to House Speaker John Boehner, R-Ohio, explain to the American public ad nauseam how raising taxes on the wealthy would stifle job creation — while he wants to dismantle Social Security and gut Medicare. He explained that the Bush tax cuts for millionaires were intended to help "job creators" hire and expand their businesses.

Why don't we have jobs now? If the Bush tax cuts expire, what negative effect would that have if there's never been a positive effect to begin with?

It just doesn't make sense. Under President George W. Bush, even with the now eight-year-old tax break, jobs were lost at a faster pace than at any time in American history other than the Great Depression. In the last few months of Mr. Bush's tenure, more than 1 million jobs were lost. The stock market self-destructed. I lost more than 60 percent of my retirement savings.

In 2011, the stock market is at or near the pre-Bush levels of 12,000 points. My retirement savings are again where they had been, minus what could have been eight years of growth. And yet, the tax break has not created jobs.

If anyone has some study or some proof that letting this tax break expire (not raise taxes, just let them lapse back to Clinton-era rates) would be detrimental to middle America, I'd sure love to see it.

But don't insult my intelligence with some manufactured "projection" or theory. I want facts. Show me the jobs that have been created because of the Bush tax cuts.

Bob Boevingloh • Sullivan, Mo.
Nothing there
The only portion of the Constitution that points in any manner to the current "debt" crisis is the 14th Amendment, Section 4. It says: "The validity of the public debt of the United States, authorized by law, including debts incurred for payment of pensions and bounties for services in suppressing insurrection or rebellion, shall not be questioned. But neither the United States nor any state shall assume or pay any debt or obligation incurred in aid of insurrection or rebellion against the United States, or any claim for the loss or emancipation of any slave; but all such debts, obligations and claims shall be held illegal and void."

In dealing with the debt ceiling, I have heard that the 14th Amendment empowers the president to raise the debt ceiling. Section 4 makes no mention of this, and it does not say anything about the executive branch of the federal government having the power to do so. Congress, however, is empowered to enact laws that spend our money.

The debt ceiling is real. The real tragedy here is that Congress has had close to two years to deal with this problem and chose not to.

I point no fingers at any particular member of Congress; they all are responsible.

Philip Schneider • St. Louis
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Obama nightmare
President Barack Obama is now threatening that those of us receiving Social Security and other government payments may not receive our checks in August. Why?

Because, Obama pouts, those mean-spirited Republicans will not give him permission to raise the national debt ceiling so he can continue his out-of-control spending and other failed policies that are devastating our economy, prolonging record-setting unemployment, and diminishing America’s financial and diplomatic standing in the world. 

In view of Obama’s wretched performance, the first checks that the government should withhold in August should be Obama’s paycheck and expense checks. Michelle can borrow some money to have her nails done.

The next checks that should be withheld are the paychecks and expense checks of all of the members of Congress and their staffs. Sen. Claire McCaskill can pay for her private plane out of her own pocket for a change. 

Maybe then — just maybe — these feckless politicians, the taxpayers who voted them into office and the liberal media that mindlessly support these failed policies will understand that this politically divided, economically irresponsible approach to running our government has to stop before the American dream turns into a Greek-style nightmare.

Stephen Brewer
Weatherby Lake
GOP disconnect
House Speaker John Boehner, Congressman Eric Cantor and Sen. Mitch McConnell behave as though they have no shame. The tea party and many in the Republican Party are blinded by their belief in a system to which they have convinced themselves President Barack Obama does not belong, and thus is not worthy of being president.

The Republicans in their refusal to raise taxes on the wealthiest or compromise in any way shows their lack of statesmanship and sadly makes an absolute mockery of those looking for work as well as those serving, maimed and who have died in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Midge Newman
Kansas City
Demand spurs growth
Observing how both political parties argue about the way to reduce the deficit and secure the country’s financial reputation, I am struck by one foolish stance: The Republican insistence that restoring tax levels to the 2000 rate on those with earnings of more than $250,000 would destroy the creation of employment.

As a third-generation small business owner I know this is not true. Businesses hire (or expand) based on demand for their products, not the amount of income tax they pay. 

Ed Stine
Prairie Village
Thanks to KC library
When I write The Star, it’s usually to weigh in on some prickly issue. Typically, that pits me against their editorial board. Today, I hope I’ve found a subject upon which we can agree: the spectacular job the Kansas City Public Library is doing in bringing guest speakers to our city.

R. Crosby Kemper III and Henry Fortunato have contributed boundless energy, passion and imagination in creating a vibrant litany of literary and historical presentations. While attending Deborah Lipstadt’s excellent discussion of “The Eichmann Trial,” I had the pleasure of visiting with these gentlemen. They, and many others, are doing a marvelous job creating a library of which we can all be proud.

If you haven’t already, go online and sign up to receive the library’s emails. While I skew toward the historical, you’ll find speakers and events for every age and interest. Not only are they educational — they are entertaining.

Rudyard Kipling said, “If history were taught in the form of stories, it would never be forgotten.” Thanks to the library and the authors it brings, we are fortunate to hear these stories from the people who are currently writing them. 

Shan Neely
Kansas City
Child abuse pervasive
I am sick of the articles on the child abusers in the Catholic Church. So I decided to do a little research on my own.

Searching the Internet, I typed in the words, “Baptist ministers accused of child abuse,” “Jewish Rabbis accused of child abuse,” “Presbyterian ministers accused of child abuse,” “Methodist ministers accused of child abuse,” “Lutheran ministers accused of child abuse,” “teachers accused of child abuse,” “Little League coaches accused of child abuse,” “Boy Scout leaders accused of child abuse” and “parents accused of child abuse.” I’m sure I could have typed in other groups as well. 

Guess what I found? There are many child abusers in all of these groups, just as in the Catholic Church. Not only are some of our priests sick, but so are all of these other people.

Does that make me feel better? No, it just makes me angrier. But at least I know that our group isn’t the only group with a problem to solve. 

Virginia Geraci
Kansas City
Faithful endure storm
I love my faith. I grew up surrounded by relatives and loved ones who had such a strong relationship with the Lord. I am grateful for their examples of faith, fortitude and love. They taught me the value of the true body and blood of Jesus.

It breaks my heart as an educator for 15 years in this diocese to see such turmoil. Yet what helps me is the fact that I do not have to agree with my religion. In fact, it angers me to the core. 

But I have faith. That faith was instilled in me by my family, my teachers, friends, lay men, lay women, priests and sisters. It is faith that will help all of us in this diocese not only to ride out this fierce storm, but to have the courage to make some important and significant changes.

Liz O’Flaherty
Kansas City
Mission mishmash
Thanks to Rosemary Pappert for her July 25 letter/poem about the Mission Center site fiasco. 

It’s funny how this colossal failure is rarely even mentioned by Mayor Laura McConwell, her staff or the City Council. All must have their heads buried in the mountain of weed-strewn dirt that is Mission’s “gateway.” It’s truly embarrassing.

By the way, taxpayers are due a refund for the aquarium fact-finding trip this group took to Guam in 2008, right?

Susan Genova
Mission
Trouble in Kansas
Kansas is currently in a budget crisis necessitating the closing of nine Social and Rehabilitative Services offices statewide, one of which serves Lawrence and Douglas County with more than 110,000 residents.

This closure is supposedly fiscal in nature. It’s odd that given the fiscal crisis and the necessity to close nine SRS offices, Gov. Sam Brownback has found money to hire an expensive legal team to defend the state against Planned Parenthood. Kansas passed a measure to prevent Planned Parenthood from getting federal family planning funds. Planned Parenthood sued to block the measure. 

Kansas has a state Attorney General, Derek Schmidt, who can and should defend the state in court at no cost as that is his job. By hiring attorneys Brownback is engaging in waste of state money to support an ideological goal. Brownback is abusing his office and he is perpetrating fraud by backing his attorney general, then saying to the state that Derek Schmidt cannot do his job.

Ralph Reed
Lawrence
Employment quiz
Who creates jobs? If you were one of these job creators, would you be starting or expanding your business at this time?

If you were one of these employers, what could the government do to encourage you to create or expand your business? Would you consider yourself a liberal worried about equality for everyone, or a conservative worrying about equality of opportunity for everyone?

George Dechow
Grandview
Budget clarity needed
To paraphrase GOP presidential candidate Barry Goldwater’s rebuke to the nation in 1964, I believe today’s Republicans are trying to sell their 2011 version of his slogan: “Extremism in the demonizing of taxes is no vice.”

They conveniently ignore President Ronald Reagan’s tax increases in 1982 or George H.W. Bush’s in 1991 to help balance the budget. Sadly, they dismiss facts that don’t fit their mantra, including the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office’s statement in February that government revenue from taxes will be the lowest since 1950 — and the lowest among all industrialized nations.

The rational answer to meet our serious debt crisis is neither no tax increase nor only a tax increase. It is adding revenue in the form of taxes and also reducing expenditures. President Obama has supported such a combination, as has the bipartisan debt commission.

It’s time for Republicans to move from ideology to common sense, and for voters to make that very clear to both parties. 

Harold J. Schultz
Kansas City
USA TODAY MISSOURI NEWS
Monday, July 25 — No update

Tuesday, July 26 — No update

Wednesday, July 27 — No update

Thursday, July 28 — No update[image: image6.jpg]»
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