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	Partisan frustration rises as debt-limit deadline nears 
	
	


	By Robert Koenig, Beacon Washington correspondent    

	Posted 5:26 pm Thu., 7.14.11 

	WASHINGTON - As the predictable "game of chicken" over raising the debt-limit finally nears the end of the road, both the frustrations and the last-minute efforts of lawmakers from Missouri and Illinois -- and across the country -- are coming to the fore.

On Thursday, U.S. Sen. Claire McCaskill D-Mo., said Senate Republican leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., had "lost his mind" with his latest debt-limit plan, and aides to President Barack Obama and House Majority Leader Eric Cantor, R-Va., offered contrasting versions of Obama's "call my bluff" confrontation during a White House negotiating session. The controversies came after the Moody's rating agency threatened to downgrade the U.S. government's credit if the debt ceiling is not raised by Aug. 2.

"I'm just frustrated at the games that are being played," McCaskill told the Beacon a few hours after her outburst on MSNBC's "Morning Joe" show. She was reacting to McConnell's suggested fallback option that would, she said, in effect, remove Republican fingerprints from any debt-limit increase.

Under McConnell's proposal, Obama would be given the authority to order increases in the debt ceiling on his own, without direct congressional approval. Instead, Congress would vote on a resolution to block an increase. If, as would be likely, the blocking resolution passed, the president would veto it. And if Republicans and others are unable to muster the two-thirds majority needed to sustain that veto, the debt limit would be increased.
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"Mitch McConnell (right) has been lecturing us for months about certainty in the economy and then he, with a straight face, says the best way to handle this problem is to allow the debt ceiling to be raised -- but only if it's with Democratic votes and you are required to do it three different times in less than a year. That's pretty cynical," she said.

McCaskill added that taking the McConnell approach would be "a huge missed opportunity to not address some of the spending cuts we need to make, some of the reforms we need to make, some of the cleaning up of the tax code and [elimination of ] special goodies for folks."
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On the Republican side, Sen. Roy Blunt (right), R-Mo., a loyal member of McConnell's whip team, told the Beacon that the minority leader's proposal should be regarded only as a last-ditch option. "This is not Plan B or Plan C. In fact, it's probably Plan Z," said Blunt. However, he added with a half-smile, "we may get to Plan Z."

Even though McConnell's option faces significant opposition, the Wall Street Journal reported late Thursday that a variation of that plan -- with a package of spending cuts attached to make it more palatable to House Republicans -- could emerge as the vehicle for raising the debt limit. McConnell and Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid, D-Nev., were discussing possible tweaks to McConnell's plan as a fallback option. Meanwhile, the White House talks failed to reach a deal Thursday, and Obama scheduled a news conference on Friday morning to discuss the debt-ceiling negotiations.

Blunt has been consistent in saying that he won't support an increase in the debt ceiling unless it is tied to significant spending cuts and "structural reforms" in the budget process. Last week, Blunt joined two dozen Senate Republicans in backing a "Cut, Cap and Balance" bill that calls for cutting non-defense discretionary spending to 2006 levels; imposing spending caps on segments of the government from 2012 to 2021; and requiring Congress to pass a balanced budget amendment to the Constitution before it can raise the federal debt ceiling.

"I don't intend to vote for a debt limit that does not make significant structural changes to the way we're spending in Washington, and this bill is one of the ideas that would give us the change we need to move forward responsibly," said Blunt, who signed a pledge during his campaign last year that he would not support raising taxes.

Earlier this year, both Blunt and Sen. Mark Kirk, R-Ill., also joined other Senate Republicans in backing a balanced budget amendment -- which may come to a Senate vote next week. House votes on similar legislation are also expected.

McCaskill told the Beacon on Thursday that she would consider supporting a balanced budget amendment if it is reasonable. "It depends on whether it's a realistic trajectory, in terms of how many years it takes us to get to the balance. It depends on if there are safeguards for emergencies, how much protection there is for Social Security -- things of that nature." She wants to scrutinize the details before deciding.

Earlier this year, McCaskill had argued for separate tracks for tackling the debt limit and the deficit problem. She joined Sen. Bob Corker, R-Tenn., in sponsoring a bipartisan bill that would cap all federal spending -- including Social Security and Medicare -- at a declining percentage of the nation's gross domestic product over the next decade. That proposal caught flak from both the right and the left.

Illinois senators see Bowles-Simpson plan as model

On the Illinois side of the river, Sens. Dick Durbin, D-Ill, and Kirk have both made overtures to support a bipartisan compromise on reducing the deficit while avoiding government default. As one of the participants in the White House negotiations with congressional leaders, Durbin said Obama had told leaders: "You are going to meet every single day until we get it done. That determination by the president is keeping us at the table and focusing us on the mission at hand."
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Durbin (right), the Senate's second-ranking Democrat, was a member of the White House Bowles-Simpson deficit commission last year. He drew praise this week from the panel's Republican co-chair, former Sen. Alan K. Simpson, for backing its controversial proposal for sharp spending cuts, changes in entitlements such as Medicare, and tax increases tied to an overhaul of the tax system.

In a Senate speech this week, Durbin said, "I believe we can reduce this deficit if we are honest about the spending in Washington. To focus only on domestic discretionary spending -- a part of the budget that has not increased in real dollar terms in the last 10 years -- and to ignore the costs that are growing on the security side, the defense side, as well as the cost of entitlement programs, is not only being blinded to reality, it really means the cuts that are made in domestic discretionary spending are outrageously deep."

Durbin said that "what the Bowles-Simpson commission told us needed to be done was painful but necessary: Put everything on the table . . . That means all spending, all entitlements, and revenue."

On a separate track, Durbin is a member of the "Gang of Five" (formerly six, before Sen. Tom Coburn, R-Okla., withdrew) -- a bipartisan group of senators that is trying to forge a deficit-reduction compromise that would stand a chance of Senate approval. As the White House deficit talks with congressional leaders appeared to falter this week, the Gang has stepped up its efforts.

Durbin's communications director, Max Gleischman, told the Beacon Thursday that "the Gang of 5 has been meeting this week . . . trying to reach an agreement on a plan, modeled after the Bipartisan Fiscal Commission report, which cuts the deficit by $4 trillion over the next 10 years. As of now, they haven't been able to finalize an agreement, but will continue to meet to that end."
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Meanwhile, Kirk (right) -- who has consistently sought deep spending cuts and backs a balanced budget amendment -- is also throwing his weight behind the concept, advocated by the Gang of Five, that would make about $4.7 trillion in spending cuts over a decade.

"Only a bipartisan, all-of-the-above plan, with shared sacrifices from both parties, will show the public that Congress recognizes the serious nature of the nation's current economic crisis and is willing to fix it," Kirk wrote in an op-ed this week with Sen. Mark Udall, D-Col.

"The Gang's plan is our best hope, and we would like to see all senators encourage its momentum. It deserves the full attention of those negotiating an increase in the federal debt ceiling, which must be coupled with long-term deficit reduction." They added that "we should be able to reduce spending, and raise the debt ceiling, without defaulting on our debt. The consequences of our failure are unacceptable."

In the interview with the Beacon, McCaskill said she thinks there is still a chance to reach a deficit and debt-limit deal before the deadline. "The only thing it takes to do that is just a few Republicans who are willing to compromise," she said.

"Spending cuts are essential. ... But we can't set this country on the right fiscal course if we also don't look at revenues. It doesn't have to be tax increases; we could actually add revenue to the debt and deficit problem we have without raising taxes if we just clean out some of the goodies we give to some of the folks to have a lot of power on Capitol Hill" -- such as Big Oil.

"By eliminating [the loopholes], we can lower corporate taxes, lower personal taxes and still have money we can apply towards the deficit and debt."


	As politicians debate in Washington, activists vent their views to local staff 
	
	
	
	  


	By Jo Mannies, Beacon political reporter    

	Posted 1:17 am Fri., 7.15.11 

	While area members of Congress are in Washington enmeshed in the debates over federal budgets and debt ceilings, their offices back home are under civil siege.

Local groups and individuals on both sides have shown up to hold rallies, wave pickets -- or just talk -- to make clear their views on the financial matters.

On Thursday, a conservative cadre of about 20 people with Americans for Prosperity -- a low-tax, small-government group -- showed up at the Brentwood office of U.S. Rep. Russ Carnahan, D-St. Louis, to lobby in favor of a balanced budget amendment.

Meanwhile, at least twice in the last month, several hundred activists with labor and other progressive groups have held rallies outside the offices of U.S. Sens. Roy Blunt, R-Mo., and Claire McCaskill, D-Mo., to highlight their concerns about any talk of cutting entitlements such as Medicare, Medicaid and Social Security.

"This is about protecting services for our seniors and children,'' said spokeswoman Julie Terbrock, program director for Missouri ProVote, during last week's rally (pictured, left) outside Blunt's office in Clayton. Participants carried signs declaring "Hands Off Medicare, Medicaid" and "No More Denials of Care."

A similar rally had been held earlier outside McCaskill's St. Louis office.

The conservatives gathering Thursday (pictured, below) carried no signs. "We didn't just want to stand outside,'' said new Americans for Prosperity state director Patrick Werner, formerly chief of staff for U.S. Rep. Todd Akin, R-Wildwood.

Werner and his allies  all walked inside to crowd into Carnahan's local office. They met with Carnahan district director Jim McHugh, who listened as various people emphasized their concern about federal spending and the federal debt.

Although officially the meeting was not about the debt-ceiling controversy, several told McHugh they opposed raising the ceiling. The group included St. Louis lawyer Ed Martin, a Republican who came close to ousting Carnahan last fall.

"Now's the time. We have to hold the line,'' Martin said, adding that he didn't believe all the warnings of financial disaster if the debt ceiling isn't increased by Aug. 2. "It feels like a 'Chicken Little' moment,'' Martin said.

Several people also told McHugh to tell Carnahan to oppose any cuts in Social Security or delays in sending out benefit checks, saying that other federal spending should be cut instead.

When it comes to protecting Social Security, the progressive groups agree. But their broader message to McCaskill and Blunt has been "we can't just be balancing the budget on cuts,'' Terbrock said.

Among the participants outside Blunt's office was Kirsten Dunham with Paraquad, a not-for-proft that promotes independent living for people with disabilities. "We're very worried about cuts to Medicaid, Medicare and Social Security,'' she said. "We believe that Medicaid (which provides health care coverage to the disabled) is particularly vulnerable."

Police surrounded the entrances to the building housing Blunt's office, but there were no reports of altercations.  Several rally representatives went to Blunt's office to present his aides with letters and placards signed by people asking that entitlements be protected.

Both sides plan to continue to press their concerns, regardless of what happens with the federal debt ceiling.
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Mo. gets extra $2M from feds for job training 

	

	


[image: image5.png]



JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- Missouri is getting a $2 million award from the U.S. Labor Department for its efforts to expand the state's job training for laid-off workers.

The Missouri Department of Economic Development says Missouri is one of just four states to receive the bonus under the On-the-Job Training National Emergency Grants. The department says the money is based on Missouri's job-training progress after receiving an initial $1.3 million grant under the program last year.

The program is intended to enable businesses to provide training and jobs to people who have been unemployed for a prolonged time. Workers are able to receive training while being paid.

People's Health Centers get $250,000 grant

BY ELISA CROUCH • ecrouch@post-dispatch.com > 314-340-8119 STLtoday.com | Posted: Friday, July 15, 2011 12:07 am | (4) Comments

St. Louis • The Betty Jean Kerr People's Health Centers has been awarded a $250,000 grant from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services to build and expand facilities and buy new equipment so that it can treat additional school-age children.

The grant is part of a $95 million investment in 278 school-based health center programs across the country. The aim is to help the centers increase the number of children they serve by about 440,000 nationwide, according to a department statement. The money comes through the Affordable Care Act.

People's Health Centers, based at 5701 Delmar Boulevard, has partnerships with St. Louis Public Schools, the Archdiocese of St. Louis and school districts in St. Louis County, including Normandy, Hazelwood and Ferguson-Florissant, its website says. Its school-linked health services include immunizations and dental screenings.

U.S. Education Secretary Arne Duncan said in a telephone interview that he became a strong supporter of school-linked health services while chief of Chicago Public Schools. Healthy students are more likely to stay in school and learn, he said.

"These clinics were literally a lifeline for them," he said.

	Wagner shows strong campaign-finance tallies, with small PAC help 
	
	
	
	  


	By Jo Mannies, Beacon political reporter    

	Updated 9:01 pm Thu., 7.14.11 

	Republican congressional candidate Ann Wagner is backing up her big-bucks talk with documents verifying that she has swiftly amassed $506,354.92 in the bank -- and none of it is family money.

Most recently ambassador to Luxembourg, Wagner's Republican establishment ties have been a popular target since she announced a few weeks ago that she is running for the 2nd District congressional seat now held by fellow Republican Todd Akin. He is setting his 2012 sights instead on the U.S. Senate.

Akin has a fatter campaign bank account, but Wagner narrowly outraised him during the last quarter. She raised $523,130 as of June 30, while spending only $16,775, according to copies of the summary sheets she is submitting by Friday to the Federal Election Commission.

She collected $37,000 from political action committees, smaller than many other area congressional candidates -- including Akin -- have reported so far.

But Akin isn't her rival in the August 2012 GOP primary -- it's St. Louis lawyer Ed Martin, who is waiting until Friday's deadline to turn in his numbers. Martin was a prolifiic money-raiser in his failed congressional quest last year, so political watchers will be paying close attention to his tallies.

Wagner's total doesn't include any money she raised at her campaign kickoff (pictured) held last week at her Ballwin home.


Tilley positions self as diplomatic candidate for lieutenant governor

Friday, July 15, 2011
By Scott Moyers ~ Southeast Missourian

Missouri House Speaker Steve Tilley has never looked to his counterparts in Washington for inspiration. In fact, by his estimation, it's quite the contrary. 

In his nearly seven years in the Missouri House, the Perryville Republican says he's made efforts to keep the bickering to a minimum, treat colleagues from both parties with respect and -- when his principles demand it -- that he disagree agreeably. 

"Some of the speakers in the past have been polarizing, but that's just not my nature," Tilley said. "I've tried to change the tone. Whatever they do in D.C., I try to do the opposite. I think that's made me viewed upon in a different way." 

Tilley, 40, hopes such an attitude will appeal to voters on a statewide level. On Thursday, he officially launched his campaign for lieutenant governor, reporting already hefty campaign coffers of more than $1 million. 

Tilley is an aggressive fundraiser who served as House majority leader before taking over the chamber's top spot at the start of the 2011 session. He said he refrained from fundraising during the legislative session but raised $347,000 from the end of the session in mid-May until the end of the quarterly campaign finance reporting period on June 30. When added to the money previously raised, Tilley said, he has more than $1 million in his campaign account. 

Tilley's announcement Thursday came as no surprise. Five weeks after being elected speaker last year, Tilley changed his campaign committee to reflect a run for the No. 2 spot in Missouri government. 

But Tilley gave a round of media interviews Thursday making the announcement formal, noting that he has the support of current Lt. Gov. Peter Kinder who is expected to run against Gov. Jay Nixon next year. 

"He's been a great leader for Republicans," Kinder said. "In his short time in the legislature, he shot up to majority leader and then speaker and he's borne great responsibility in those roles and shown a lot of leadership. I'm not officially endorsing anyone at this point, but I've made no secret of the fact that I think Steve Tilley would make a great lieutenant governor." 

Tilley, who will be forced out of office by term limits next year, said his campaign will focus on four major issues -- job creation, education, seniors and veterans affairs. He said he believes those issues are crucial for Missouri's future. 

"We don't have time to wait for Washington to fix unemployment," he said. "Missourians need jobs now." 

Tilley said he will work to open new markets for Missouri goods both in America and around the world, recruit new employers to the state and work to reduce "job-destroying red tape" that harms small employers. 

The only other declared candidate so far is Democrat Becky Plattner, the former presiding commissioner of Saline County who is chairwoman of the Missouri Conservation Commission. Plattner also ran for lieutenant governor in 2008, losing in the Democratic primary. 

She said Thursday that she disagrees with the assessment that Tilley has the edge in name recognition. 

"I'm sure he's going to claim his eight years as a House rep, but I'm going to claim my 20 years in political life," she said. "I think my time on the Missouri Conservation Commission and the years in government helps me bring as much to the table as he does." 

Rep. Wayne Wallingford, R-Cape Girardeau, called Tilley a "top-notch" leader. Wallingford cited the fact that Tilley appointed Rep. Chris Kelly, D-Columbia, to chair the appropriations committee for public safety and correction. 

"Steve realized that Chris had some expertise, and it showed in what we were able to accomplish," Wallingford said. "Steve saw the experience and not the initial behind the name." 

The Associated Press contributed to this report. 

	Tilley launches 2012 bid for lieutenant governor 


	By Jo Mannies, Beacon political reporter    

	Posted 8:14 am Thu., 7.14.11 

	Missouri House Speaker Steve Tilley, R-Perryville, is in St. Louis today to make it official that he's running for lieutenant governor in 2012.

Tilley, an optometrist who just completed his first term as speaker, said in a telephone interview with the Beacon this morning that his focus is on low taxes, creating jobs, revamping public education, protecting the elderly and veterans, and accountability.

In the case of improving education, "Kids should not be stuck in failing schools,'' he said. "Everything should be on the table'' -- an indication that he might support some types of tax incentives or vouchers.

In addition, the speaker is emphasizing his efforts to change the tone in the state Capitol by promoting civility and ethics.

(Click here for his campaign web site.)

Tilley (pictured here at a Lincoln Day gathering earlier this year) also is acknowledging his support for ending Missouri's income tax and replacing it with a higher sales tax. The speaker said he discussed the matter recently when Texas Gov. Rick Perry -- a potential GOP presidential candidate -- was in town to headline a fundraising event for Lt. Gov. Peter Kinder, a fellow Republican who is expected to run for governor against incumbent Democrat Jay Nixon.

Tilley cites the economic-growth experience in Texas and Tennessee, where the state income tax has been eliminated. However, the speaker emphasized that he supports leaving the decision up to Missouri voters and advocates placing a proposal eliminating the income tax and increasing the sales tax onto a 2012 statewide ballot.

Tilley is touring the state but began his campaign in St. Louis, in part, because of his belief in the economic importance of the region. "I believe a rising tide lifts all boats,'' he said.

Tilley, 40, emphasized that although he's a native of Perryville, he spent part of his childhood living in Kansas City. As a result, he said, "I feel comfortable in both settings'' -- urban as well as rural.

(Click here to read the Beacon's indepth interview with Tilley late last year, before the legislative session got underway.)

Tilley also is in town because of the region's political importance. The St. Louis area -- and its wealthy donors -- fuel the economic engine for campaigns in both parties.  His last report, filed back in April, showed Tilley with more than $750,000 in the bank. He says his newest numbers, due Friday, will show a substantial increase.

So far, he has no major opponent in either party -- a fact that Missouri Democratic leaders, including Nixon, hope to rectify shortly. U.S. Rep. Russ Carnahan, D-St. Louis, has been encouraged to consider the idea. (But Carnahan appears to have other ideas.)
Tilley said he is a team player, and will gladly campaign with fellow Republican candidates. But he added, "I want to be elected on my own merits."


House Speaker Tilley makes bid for Lt. Gov. official


BY JAKE WAGMAN • jwagman@post-dispatch.com > 314-340-8268 STLtoday.com | Posted: Thursday, July 14, 2011 9:57 am | (10) Comments

ST. LOUIS • Missouri Rep. Steve Tilley is looking for a Capitol upgrade — from top dog in the General Assembly to the No. 2 man in all of state government.

The Republican House Speaker from Perryville this week is formally kicking-off his campaign for lieutenant governor, spreading the word in a round of media interviews after the official announcement at his annual golf fundraiser in Farmington on Wednesday.

"It's a big day for us," Tilley said Thursday. "I'm going to lay out a blueprint for moving Missouri forward."

Tilley, who turned 40 last week, is in a politically enviable situation. For the moment, he does not face any opposition from within his own party for the nomination, and the picture from across the aisle remains muddled.

Several names have emerged as possible Democratic contenders, but none so far have begun raising money or laying the foundation for a statewide campaign.

Meanwhile, Tilley stayed true to his pledge not to raise money during the session, where he controls the flow of legislation in the House. But once the final gavel came down in May, Tilley amassed more than $370,000 in less than two months. 

Tilley promised an aggressive campaign, where he'll pitch his view of lieutenant governor as a liaison for economic development and a crucial policy-making figure.

"I'm going to be all over this state," Tilley said. "No one is going to work harder than I will."

Tilley's entrance to the race also makes it virtually certain that the current lieutenant governor, Republican Peter Kinder, will run for governor in 2012.

Tilley makes his candidacy official in lieutenant governor's race

11:00 PM, Jul. 14, 2011, News-Leader.com

Missouri House Speaker Steven Tilley formally launched a campaign for lieutenant governor Thursday while reporting a hefty campaign account containing more than $1 million.

Tilley, a Republican from Perryville, said his campaign will focus on job creation, education, seniors, veterans and government accountability. His official candidacy announcement, made in a series of interviews with the media, comes as no surprise given that Tilley converted his fundraising committee to reflect the lieutenant governor's bid last December.

"I think it's a position that it is what you make of it," the Perryville Republican said in an interview. "If you want to be a weak lieutenant governor, then you can be. If you want to be a strong lieutenant governor, you can be."

One of his proposals is to travel to other states to be a sort of ombudsman for Missouri, especially when it comes to attracting businesses here.

Tilley said he plans to spend much time in the Springfield area.

"You're going to see me a lot in southwest Missouri," he said.

Missouri's second-ranking executive office is likely to be open in the 2012 elections because Republican Lt. Gov. Peter Kinder is expected to challenge Democratic Gov. Jay Nixon. The only other declared lieutenant governor candidate so far is Democrat Becky Plattner, of Marshall, who is chairwoman of the Missouri Conservation Commission. Plattner also ran for lieutenant governor in 2008, losing in the Democratic primary.

Tilley is an aggressive fundraiser who served as House majority leader before taking over the chamber's top spot at the start of the 2011 session. He said he refrained from fundraising during the legislative session but raised $347,000 from the end of the session in mid-May until the end of the quarterly campaign finance reporting period on June 30. When added to money previously raised, Tilley said he has more than $1 million in his campaign account.

In Missouri, the lieutenant governor not only is next-in-line to succeed the governor but also serves as the presiding officer of the Senate, is a member of state boards that awards tax breaks for developments and is the state's official advocate for senior citizens.

Tilley said the relationships he has forged with both Republican and Democratic lawmakers would allow him to push forward with his agenda as lieutenant governor -- even if he is paired with Nixon, a governor of the opposite political party.

"My goal is to make Missouri as business friendly as we possibly can ... to try to not only keep the jobs we have here but to attract new ones," Tilley said.

For example, Tilley said he supports creation of a state program that would use a portion of the tax revenue growth generated by science and technology companies to provide incentives for more businesses in that field -- a proposal that passed the House previously but failed in the Senate.

Tilley said he also backs efforts aimed at "reforming and revitalizing our education system," including the possibility of government vouchers or open-enrollment policies that would allow students in poor-performing schools to go elsewhere, merit pay increases for teachers and policies that allow poor teachers to be more easily dismissed.

Law aims to exempt state from health act

Gov. Jay Nixon allowed into Missouri law a bill that could -- with congressional approval -- allow this and other states to exempt themselves from the federal health care law.

The bill, sponsored by Rep. Eric Burlison, R-Springfield, is aimed at nullifying the federal Affordable Care Act.

"Now we have to work with folks on the national level to see what the next steps are," Burlison said.

He doesn't expect this Congress to approve the compact, but future Congress members might be less favorable to the law.

"It's likely to pass if the Republicans take back the Senate in 2012," he said.

But Nixon had harsh words for the bill.

"(The bill) which passed with bipartisan support, reflects the shared principle of greater flexibility for Missouri," he said in a press release. "But such flexibility can't be at the expense of limiting access to health care funding for Missourians."

Jul 14, 4:40 PM EDT

Mo. enacts states' health care compact 
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JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- Missouri now has a law on its books allowing it to join with other states in ignoring requirements of the new federal health care law. But the Missouri statute may never have much of an effect, because it requires Congress to first sign off the creation of the multistate health care compact.

Gov. Jay Nixon on Thursday allowed the Missouri legislation to become law without his signature.

Nixon says it could grant greater flexibility to Missouri in implementing health care laws, but he raised concerns about its effect on health care funding. He also said it has no practical effect on the cost, availability and efficiency of health care because Congress has not signed off of the concept of a state health care compact.

---

Health compact bill is HB423.

	Nixon allows anti-abortion bills to become law without his signature 


	By Jo Mannies, Beacon political reporter    

	Updated 2:46 pm Thu., 7.14.11 

	As abortion opponents had predicted, Missouri Gov. Jay Nixon has decided to allow two identical bills restricting abortion to become law without his signature. Under the state constitution, today was the last day for the governor to make a decision on the bills.

Both bills make it a felony to perform an abortion in Missouri past 20 weeks of pregnancy, unless two physicians verify that the fetus isn't viable, or the woman faces death or permanent damage to a major bodily function.

Currently, Missouri law bars most abortions after viability -- generally 24 weeks of gestation -- unless the mother's life or health is endangered.

(Click here for the Beacon's earlier story detailing the debate over the bills.)

Nixon generally favors abortion rights but indicated in his written decision that he recognized that a veto of either House Bill 213 or Senate Bill 65 would likely be overridden by the huge margins in both the state House and Senate who favored the bills.

Sources close to the governor also have indicated that he was aware that fewer than 70 abortions a year now are performed in Missouri after 20 weeks of pregnancy.

"This legislation was approved by an overwhelming, bipartisan majority in both houses," Nixon wrote. "Although people have differing views on this issue, it’s important that we work together to provide accurate health information, promote personal responsibility, protect women’s health, and improve foster care, adoption and child protection services."

This is the second year in a row where Nixon has allowed an abortion-related bill to become law without his signature. The measure approved last year requires abortion providers to offer women the chance to view an ultrasound and listen to the heartbeat of their fetuses.  It also requires pregnant women to receive state-approved literature describing various types of abortion procedures and the risks, and to receive that consultation in person.

Joe Ortwerth, executive director of the Missouri Family Policy Council -- which has been organizing pickets against abortion -- swiftly issued a statement praising the governor's decision.

"Healthy viable preborn children will no longer be vulnerable to the beastly practice of late-term abortion," said Ortwerth, who also is a former St. Charles County executive. "This new law serves notice to doctors who specialize in this barbaric business: Destroy the lives of innocent viable unborn children, and your days in the operating room are over."

Local Planned Parenthood chief executive Paula Gianino criticized the governor's decision -- but took particular aim at the legislature for passing the bills to begin with. She added that it was unfair to target a small number of pregnant women and families facing tough emergency decisions.

"We're disappointed because we believe these bills will put women with crisis pregnancies in greater jeopardy," said Gianino, chief of executive of Planned Parenthood of the St. Louis Region and Southwest Missouri. The new law, she said, unfairly aims at "women who have things go wrong that are diagnosed late in pregnancy," such as fatal fetal abnormalities.

State legislators, Gianino asserted, "once again are pandering to anti-choice groups who have shown, once again, they will never stop trying to make all abortions illegal in Missouri, with no exceptions."

The Missouri Republican Party -- which backed the bills -- also jabbed at the governor's decision to allow them to become law without his signature. Said state party spokesman Jonathon Prouty: "Jay Nixon got elected — but he’s certainly not dealing with difficult issues."

---

With the deadline looming, the governor also signed into law, or allowed to become law, four other bills passed by the General Assembly. The bills include:
--  Criminalizing the substance commonly known as "K2,''  or "bath salts,'' which are being used as synthetic marijuana.  The possession penalities are the same as for marijuana.

-- Requiring "any school employee who learns of reported sexual misconduct by a teacher or other school personnel to report that allegation to their superintendent and the Missouri Department of Social Services within 24 hours. School districts must immediately suspend any employee whom the Missouri Department of Social Services returns substantiated findings of allegations of sexual misconduct..."


Advocates, opponents respond to Nixon’s non-stance on abortion legislation

July 15, 2011 — Missouri News Horizon
Refusing to either reject or endorse controversial legislation to limit access to late-term abortions, Gov. Jay Nixon said he will allow two bills to become law without his signature.

House Bill 213 and Senate Bill 65, which both passed the general assembly with overwhelming majorities this year, specify that no abortion of a viable, unborn child can be performed or induced after 20 weeks of development except in certain situations where the mother’s physical health is threatened.

The governor did not put his signature to the bill, but by taking no action on the legislation, it will become law automatically next month.

“This legislation was approved by an overwhelming, bi-partisan majority in both houses,” Nixon said in a written statement. “Although people have differing views on this issue, it’s important that we work together to provide accurate health information, promote personal responsibility, protect women’s health and improve foster care, adoption and child protection services.”

Groups on both sides of the issue were disappointed in the governor’s refusal to take a decisive stance.

Pamela Sumners, executive director of NARAL Pro-Choice Missouri, said that her group would have preferred to see the governor reject the legislation even though it would have all but certainly been overturned by the legislature. She criticized the bills for being medically unfounded while also chastising progressive politicians who fail to stand-up for abortion rights.

“(A) lesson that we really can learn looking back at the 2010 elections is that a number of incumbents who had previously been supported by either our group or an overall progressive coalition took votes that made them be un-endorsable for us and they lost,” she said.

Meanwhile, Missouri Family Policy Council Executive Director Joe Ortwerth, who supported the legislation, said his group was happy to see the policy allowed to pass into law but would have preferred to see the governor officially endorse it.

“We would be very grateful if the governor were to decide to put his signature to these pro-life bills, but at the same time, the important thing to us is that these protective pieces of legislation are actually on the books,” Ortwerth said.

Similar legislation has already been approved in several other states, but opponents say the movement has little basis in the medical reality of late-term abortion procedure.

Sumners said that of the 63 abortions performed after 20-weeks in the state of Missouri last year; virtually all were planned pregnancies that suffered a medical calamity. They were not the kind of elective procedures the new law would ban. The law places an extra, unnecessary burden on doctors, she said. Doctors who perform such procedures will have to get a second opinion from an independent physician before performing an abortion after 20 weeks and file new records with the state, with prison sentences possible for doctors found in violation of the law.

“These are already kind of heartbreaking cases,” Sumner’s said. “They generally involved wanted pregnancies that went very far awry and just now are untenable. So now for the state of Missouri to insert itself in there and play doctor and try to be the third physician in the room is really inexcusable.”

But Ortwerth disagreed with this assessment. He said that the new regulations provided plenty of leeway to terminate pregnancies that pose a physical health threat to the mother – however, abortions will no longer be permitted on the basis of the mother’s mental health.

Ortweth and others argue that a fetus represents an independent life and that it’s not unreasonable to have extra safeguards in the law to prevent its unnecessary destruction of that life.

“What this legislation will do is put an end to elective abortions that are done late in pregnancy,” he said.

New Missouri late-term abortion restrictions to become law


Posted on Thu, Jul. 14, 2011 10:59 PM


By JASON NOBLE

The Star’s Jefferson City correspondent

JEFFERSON CITY | New restrictions on late-term abortions in Missouri will become law Aug. 28 without Gov. Jay Nixon’s signature. 

Nixon, a Democrat, announced Thursday that he will not veto legislation passed earlier this year by the General Assembly, but he would not formally sign it either. In the absence of action by the governor, legislation passed by the General Assembly automatically becomes law.

Thursday was the constitutional deadline for the governor to veto bills.

At an appearance in Kansas City and in a statement, Nixon announced how he would handle the abortion legislation but offered no explanation for why he declined to sign or veto it. 

“It’s going to become law,” he said. “I just feel this is the best way. … The most important thing ultimately is to prevent (abortions), and the best way to do that is focus on women’s health issues and many other things in that area.”

Nixon took similar action in 2010 when he declined to sign or veto a different abortion bill passed by lawmakers.

Under current law, doctors are barred from performing abortions on viable fetuses — those able to survive outside the womb — unless the health or life of the mother is at risk.

The new law maintains that ban, but it rewrites the mother’s health exception to specify that an abortion can proceed only if a woman’s physical well-being is threatened.

Also under the bill, abortion providers are required to determine the gestational age of a fetus before performing the procedure. For any fetus 20 weeks of age or more, the doctor must determine whether it is viable.

Performing an abortion on a viable fetus when the mother’s health did not require it would be a felony punishable by up to seven years in prison or a fine of up to $5,000.

Opponents of abortion said the new law adds much-needed restrictions on the circumstances under which a late-term abortion can be performed. 

The exception allowing an abortion in order to protect the health of the mother may be applied far too liberally under the current law, said Pam Fichter, president of Missouri Right to Life.

“The health exception really has been interpreted to be anything the mother wants it to be,” Fichter said. “This was legislation that raised the bar on protecting unborn children in late-term pregnancies from being aborted.”

Abortion rights advocates, however, said the additional restrictions could create difficult situations for women with complications that arise late in their pregnancies. 

Rather than relying on a doctor’s judgment, women will have to interpret state law and the intentions of lawmakers, said Michelle Trupiano, a spokeswoman for Planned Parenthood of Kansas and Mid-Missouri.

“Women who may be facing a tragic, medically complex situation will have to turn to politicians to make their decisions instead of making those decisions for themselves and with their doctor,” Trupiano said. 

Also on Thursday, Nixon signed legislation that:

•Bars the sale of new forms of synthetic marijuana and synthetic substances marketed as bath salts that mimic the effects of cocaine and other drugs.

•Increases reporting requirements for allegations of sexual misconduct in schools.

•Requires school districts to inform other districts about sexual misconduct by former teachers.

•Requires districts to adopt policies concerning electronic communication between teachers and students.

Jul 14, 5:11 PM EDT

Mo. gov. lets late-term abortion bill become law 

By DAVID A. LIEB 
Associated Press
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JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- Missouri doctors and hospitals will face new restrictions and penalties for performing late-term abortions after Gov. Jay Nixon announced Thursday that he would let legislation backed by anti-abortion groups take effect without his signature.

The law is part of a trend among states to limit abortions past the point when a fetus may be able to live outside the womb. Missouri's proposal leaves it to doctors to determine viability on a case-by-case basis, unlike new laws in several other states that bar most abortions after 20 weeks.

Nixon, a Democrat, cited a section of the Missouri Constitution that allows bills to become law if not signed or vetoed by the governor within 45 days after the Legislature adjourns. Thursday was the deadline for him to take action.

"This legislation was approved by an overwhelming, bipartisan majority in both houses," Nixon said in a brief written statement.

At a signing ceremony in Kansas City for unrelated legislation, Nixon told reporters that abortion "is a public policy obviously that's talked about in Missouri tremendously, and I've tried to - you know - make sure that we are sensitive to all sides of the issue."

This marks the second straight year that Nixon has allowed an anti-abortion bill to become law without his signature as he attempts to walk a political tightrope by neither directly supporting nor opposing the measures. His decision prompted praise from some anti-abortion activists and disappointment among abortion-rights backers.

Since 1974, Missouri law has prohibited aborting viable fetuses unless necessary to preserve the life or health of the woman. The new law will delete that general health exception effective Aug. 28. Instead it will allow such abortions only to save the woman's life or when the pregnancy poses a serious risk of permanent physical harm to a major bodily function.

The effect could be to eliminate a woman's mental health as a justifiable reason for a late-term abortion - a change which some abortion-rights advocates say could run afoul of previous U.S. Supreme Court rulings.

Missouri is among 31 states that currently have a general health and life exception to their bans on late-term abortions, according to the New York-based Guttmacher Institute, a research group that supports abortion rights. With its new law, Missouri will join Idaho, Indiana, Kansas and Nebraska as now granting exceptions only for a woman's physical health or life.

"It is an effort to try to restrict abortion as much as possible, and one way we are seeing this play out is by narrowing these health exceptions," said Elizabeth Nash, a policy analyst for the institute.

Under Missouri's new law, doctors who abort a viable fetus when a woman does not qualify for an exception could face prison sentences of up to seven years, fines up to $50,000 and the loss of their medical licenses. Hospitals and surgical centers allowing such abortions also could lose their state licenses.

But those penalties may seldom come into play. The state health department says just 63 of the 6,881 abortions recorded in Missouri in 2009 were on fetuses at least 21 weeks old, and none were reported as being viable. Figures were not available for 2010.

Some anti-abortion lawmakers and activists have questioned the veracity of those figures, suggesting that it is in the best interest of abortion providers not to report that a late-term abortion was conducted on a viable fetus.

Missouri law already requires doctors to determine the viability of a fetus when a woman is at least 20 weeks pregnant and requires that a second physician be present for abortions of viable fetuses. The new law will require that a second physician concur the abortion is necessary to preserve the life of the woman or prevent permanent harm to one of her major bodily functions.

The result is "it will save babies and it will protect women from the effects of late-term abortions," said Susan Klein, a lobbyist for Missouri Right to Life. "When you're five months into pregnancy - at this point and time - you could feasibly save the life of the baby and save the life of the mother."

Some abortion rights groups had called upon Nixon to veto the bill.

Under the new late-term abortion law, "Missouri's emergency exception is one of the narrowest in the country - it's basically your kidneys are going to fail or you're going to die," said Pamela Sumners, executive director of NARAL Pro-Choice Missouri.

The bill passed both the House and Senate with bipartisan, two-thirds majorities that could have been sufficient to override a gubernatorial veto. But the rhetoric between supporters and opponents was more intense in the House.

House Speaker Steven Tilley, R-Perryville, said Thursday that "late-term abortions not only are wrong, they're inhumane." He added: "When you've got a fetus that's viable to live, I don't see how anyone can argue that baby should be aborted."

The law that Nixon allowed to take effect last year requires abortion providers to offer women the chance to view an ultrasound and listen to the heartbeat of their fetuses. Among other things, it also requires a consultation before an abortion to occur in person, instead of over the phone.

Jul 14, 8:44 PM EDT

Mo. gov signs bill changing school sex abuse laws 

By CHRIS BLANK 
Associated Press
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JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- Gov. Jay Nixon signed legislation Thursday that requires schools to share information about teachers who have sexually abused students and set polices for limiting online communication among teachers and students.

Part of the legislation is aimed at preventing school districts from unknowingly hiring someone with a history of substantiated sex abuse allegations.

School districts that have employed a staff member with a substantiated allegation involving sexual misconduct will need to disclose that if contacted for a reference by another district. If they do not disclose that information and the staff member later abuses someone else, the original school district could be sued.

Lawsuits will be barred against school employees who are allowed to provide information about former staff members and who follow their district's policies. Staff members who report allegations of sexual abuse by another will not be able to lose their jobs if they have acted in good faith.

The legislation won broad support in the Legislature and was backed by teacher organizations and school leaders.

"We think it represents a step forward in keeping kids as safe as possible at school," said Brent Ghan, a spokesman for the Missouri School Boards' Association.

Officials from the Missouri State Teachers Association and the Missouri National Education Association, which both supported the legislation, said it balances protections for students and rights for staff members.

Lawmakers have considered legislation for the past several years after The Associated Press in 2007 found that 87 licensed Missouri teachers lost their credentials between 2001 and 2005 because of sexual misconduct involving students. The AP discovered that some teachers found to have engaged in sexual misconduct with students were able to get teaching jobs elsewhere in Missouri because the district that fired them did not pass the information to the new employers.

Jane Cunningham, the Senate sponsor, said the legislation establishes important safeguards to protect students from sexual misconduct by school employees.

"It's going to be hugely protective of those students," said Cunningham, R-Chesterfield.

Another piece of the legislation requires school districts to develop policies by 2012 for communication between teachers and students that covers text messages, social networking websites and other electronic devices. Those polices are to include restrictions on how teachers can use social networking websites and interact with students over the Internet.

That portion of the legislation has prompted concern from some about exactly how it would work.

Ghan said it could prove difficult to police and might pose potential legal problems. The Missouri State Teachers Association plans to review the electronic communication portion.

One person voicing objections is Randy Turner, a middle-school English teacher in Joplin. Turner said social networking websites can be a useful tool for teachers and that using them can help educators teach students about how to use the Internet sites responsibly. In addition, Tuner said teachers used social networking websites to confirm their students were OK after a deadly tornado struck the southwestern Missouri city in May. He said the restrictions in the legislation could have made that process more difficult.

"There is nobody that gets penalized by this except people who would never even consider crossing the line," Turner said.

Cunningham said her intent was to require that the websites teachers use to communicate with students also be accessible to school administrators and parents.

Records released to the AP Thursday show that several people during the past several months sent Nixon emails urging him to sign the legislation because it would help to protect children.

Others asked Nixon to veto the legislation and said it was concerning that teachers' ability to use new technology could be restricted. Some said it might help protect students if teachers also were using social networking websites and therefore were therefore able to spot potential problems.

The legislation signed into law Thursday also requires annual background checks for teachers, bars registered sex offenders from serving on school boards and creates a new task force of lawmakers and state child welfare officials to focus on sexual abuse of children that and complete a study by 2013.

---

Teacher sex abuse is SB54

Cell phone charge could go back on Mo. ballot in 2012


BY VIRGINIA YOUNG • vyoung@post-dispatch.com > 573-635-6178 STLtoday.com | Posted: Thursday, July 14, 2011 2:20 pm | (27) Comments

JEFFERSON CITY • The Missouri Legislature may try again to get state voters to boost cell phone fees to upgrade 911 emergency services.

A House interim committee chaired by Rep. Chuck Gatschenberger, R-Lake St. Louis, was told this morning that parts of Missouri lack the technology needed to quickly locate the source of an emergency call from a cell phone.

Steve Hoskins of the Kansas City Police Department said delays in locating a caller can sometimes mean the difference between life and death.

The funding problem grows more serious, he said, as people drop their land lines, which pay a surcharge for 911 service.

Asked how much upgrading the system might cost, Hoskins said a statewide surcharge of 70 cents a month on cell phones would generate $70 million to $90 million a year.

Gatschenberger said such a proposal would probably have to be put to voters, and would need aggressive marketing to show why it was warranted.

In 2002, voters defeated a statewide tax of 50 cents a month on cell phones.  Voters killed a similar proposition in 1999.

Hoskins, representing the state's 911 directors association, said supporters must change the public's perception -- based on TV crime shows -- that up-to-date technology is already in place.

"We wish we had half the resources the people on CSI have," Hoskins said.

In a remark that might raise eyebrows, Gatschenberger suggested those in the audience with ideas contact two registered lobbyists who have a stake in the matter.

Gatschenberger called former Rep. Mark Bruns, who lobbies for a number of fire districts, "my gatekeeper." Gatschenberger said Doug Galloway, who lobbies for telecommunications companies, was another person he was "working through."

Speaker Steve Tilley, R-Perryville, appointed the committee last month "to look at ways to provide the funding necessary to improve 911 emergency service systems across the state." A report is due to the speaker by Dec. 31.


Read more: http://www.stltoday.com/news/local/govt-and-politics/political-fix/article_154e7864-ae43-11e0-a6ea-001a4bcf6878.html#ixzz1SBk8ggAN
July 14, 2011 

Monett breeder surrenders dogs to Humane Society 

By Jeff Lehr news@joplinglobe.com The Joplin Globe Thu Jul 14, 2011, 07:35 PM CDT 

The Humane Society of Missouri transported 73 adult dogs and puppies surrendered Thursday by a breeder in Monett to St. Louis for veterinary examinations and treatment.

The state attorney general’s office said in a news release that breeder Linda Brisco agreed to turn the dogs over to the Humane Society, give up her commercial breeder’s license and not operate a breeding kennel for at least six years.

The agreement came about as a consequence of a restraining order sought last month by the state attorney general’s office against Brisco for alleged violations of the Missouri’s Animal Care Facilities Act and Canine Cruelty Prevention Act.

Missouri Department of Agriculture inspections of her breeding operation found inadequate veterinary care being provided to dogs in medical distress, unclean and unsanitary kennel conditions, inadequate shelter for sick, aged or young dogs, and a lack of animal waste disposal and drainage systems.

The dogs taken from the breeding operation included cocker spaniels, Labrador retrievers, poodles, beagles and other breeds, the attorney general’s office said. The Humane Society plans to begin adopting the dogs out as they are deemed healthy.

Attorney General Chris Koster held a news conference at the adoption center of the Humane Society’s headquarters in St. Louis to announce the agreement reached with Brisco, which is enforceable by a state court.

“It is our goal that Missouri will gain the reputation as a state with the best and most humane breeders in the country,” Koster said in the accompanying news release.

Jon Hagler, director of the state’s Department of Agriculture, said cooperation with the attorney general’s office and the Humane Society should increase the number of animal rescues effected and the success rate of prosecuting breeders in violation of state laws. He said the state’s efforts already have lowered the number of commercial dog breeders operating in Missouri by 500.

HSMO announces seizure of 73 dogs from negligent Monett breeder


BY MARLON A. WALKER • mwalker@post-dispatch.com > 314-340-8104 STLtoday.com | Posted: Friday, July 15, 2011 12:01 am | (16) Comments

UPDATED 7:45 p.m. with picture.
ST. LOUIS • Humane Society of Missouri officials said today that 73 dogs were taken from a breeding facility in Monett in the first large-scale animal seizure since the new Canine Cruelty Prevention Act took effect.

A temporary restraining order was received on June 28 for violations including failure to treat animals needing medical care, failure to maintain a clean facility and using a gun for euthanasia, among other things.

The animals, 73 dogs and puppies, were taken into custody Thursday. Included were cocker spaniels, labrador retrievers, American eskimos, poodles, beagles, papillions and Brussels griffons.

The breeder agreed to surrender the animals and her breeding license to the Humane Society of Missouri and agreed not to operate a dog-breeding facility for at least six years.

"It is our goal that Missouri will gain the reputation as the state with the best and most humane breeders in the country," Attorney General Chris Koster said in a statement Thursday afternoon.

As soon as they've been checked out and deemed healthy, the animals will be made available for adoption, HSMO officials said.

Jul 14, 6:17 PM EDT

Humane Society caring for dogs taken from kennel 
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MONETT, Mo. (AP) -- More than 70 dogs of various breeds are now being cared for by the Humane Society of Missouri in St. Louis after being removed from a breeding facility in southwest Missouri.

The Missouri Department of Agriculture says the dogs were taken Thursday in the first case under Missouri's new Canine Cruelty Prevention Act. The act was signed into law in April.

Authorities say the dogs taken from Moser Kennel in Monett included poodles, beagles, Labs and other breeds. Inspectors say they found trash, unclean drinking water and standing water in dog houses. Attorney General Chris Koster had sued the facility's owner in June.

The new law was enacted this spring after legislators replaced much of a dog-breeding initiative that had been passed by voters last year.

Nixon signs bill closing loophole on bath salts

	
	Kim Norvell
St. Joseph News-Press 


POSTED: 11:12 pm CDT July 14, 2011UPDATED: 7:44 am CDT July 15, 2011
A new law in the fight against drug abuse has been written into the Missouri books.

On Thursday, Gov. Jay Nixon signed into law House Bill 641, criminalizing the sale and possession of “bath salts” and other synthetic drugs. The law will ban any substance intended to mimic the effects of cocaine and marijuana, and make possession of them a Class C felony.

Using broader wording, the law aims to close a loophole that arose when K2, a synthetic marijuana, was banned in August. After that bill was passed, many K2 alternatives, including K3, were created that weren’t Schedule 1 controlled substances.

“This provides law enforcement with a new tool to stay ahead of criminals, by eliminating the need to seek new legislation each time a new derivative of these drugs is developed,” Mr. Nixon said in a press release. “Any cannabinoid compound that is developed in the future will fall under this new definition.”

A synthetic form of cocaine, packaged as bath salts, came under fire in St. Joseph after a 29-year-old man killed himself after abusing the drug. The drug, unlike bath salts that can be found at retail stores, comes in 200-milligram packets and causes intense agitation, rapid heart rates, extremely high blood pressure and extreme hallucinations.

Detective Frank Till with the St. Joseph Police Department investigated Jarrod Moody’s case and has been pushing for state legislation ever since he learned of the drug and its effects in October.

“I’m just thrilled that it went through,” he said. “And I’m especially glad the governor decided to sign it now instead of waiting until Aug. 28. Now we just need to keep focusing on a ban on the national level.”

U.S. Sen. Charles Schumer, D-N.Y., is sponsoring a federal ban on the substance, but Missouri’s senators have yet to sign on. Mr. Till said he will continue to send them information about the dangers of the drug and encourage them to push for a nationwide ban of the substance.

According to the Missouri Poison Center, three Missourians have died as a direct result of abusing “bath salts.” One man died a few days ago from cardiac problems brought on from the drug.

Jul 14, 3:48 PM EDT

Mo. expands law against synthetic drugs 
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JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- For the second time in as many years, Gov. Jay Nixon has signed legislation outlawing the sale of synthetic drugs that mimic the effects of cocaine and marijuana.

The bill signed Thursday by Nixon takes aim at products often marketed as bath salts, incense or spices.

Last year, Nixon signed legislation banning one type of synthetic marijuana called spice cannabinoids (kah-NA'-bih-noydz), which are sprayed on plants and often sold under the name "K2."

But other forms of synthetic marijuana with different chemical formulas quickly went on the market.

The governor says this year's legislation should apply to those products, as well as any derivative of the drugs that is developed in the future.

---

FESTUS > City passes prescription law for cold medicines


Special to the Post-Dispatch STLtoday.com | Posted: Friday, July 15, 2011 12:00 am | (2) Comments

Festus became on Wednesday the third city in Jefferson County to require a doctor's prescription to buy products that contain ephedrine and pseudoephedrine. Byrnes Mill and De Soto have already passed similar legislation, and Crystal City is considering it.

The drugs are found in cold medicines such as Sudafed and are used to make methamphetamine.

County Executive Ken Waller and County Councilwoman Terri Kreitler attended the meeting to push for passage of the ordinance. Jefferson County passed a similar bill in 2009, but it affects only unincorporated areas.

Waller said he got a call nearly every day about another meth lab discovery and believed that meth use also was contributing to a heroin epidemic. But he is not in favor of a public health code policy such as the one in Franklin County, which defines methamphetamine as a public health issue and supersedes city ordinances.

Jul 15, 5:02 AM EDT
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JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- Missouri's Insurance Department says it's recovered more than $5 million in the first half of the year for residents who filed complaints about their insurance companies.

The department released a quarterly report on complaints and recoveries Thursday showing a surge of inquiries about insurance companies following tornadoes in Joplin and St. Louis.

The department says it received more than 8,600 inquiries from insurance customers during the past three months. Of those, 764 were tied to the deadly tornado that struck Joplin in May and 369 were related to a tornado that struck St. Louis in April.

More than 130 claimants join floodway lawsuit against federal government

Friday, July 15, 2011
By M.D. Kittle ~ Southeast Missourian

Daniel Babb looks across his sodden farmland and sees lost opportunity. He hears the planting season's clock ticking, and he worries about all he stands to lose. 

The Mississippi County farmer said he's trying to plant more than 200 acres he can't get to. The land is wet, the tractors and the planters can't move without getting stuck. 

"We're about to run out of time -- that's what I'm afraid of," he said Thursday. "It's been a nightmare trying to get it in. It's pretty good dirt; we just can't do anything with it right now." 

Between the lost winter wheat and the potential of the lost summer crop, Babb estimates he could be looking at hundreds of thousands of dollars in damage. 

The 58-year-old farmer, who works land he owns and rents in the floodway, said he received a packet of updated litigation information in the mail Thursday afternoon. 

Babb is one of 133 claimants, including one public entity, who have filed a lawsuit against the federal government, claiming the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers effectively took their fertile farmland when it breached the Birds Point-New Madrid levee and deluged some 130,000 acres. 

The civil action, filed just hours after the corps began blowing the levee in May, claims the property owners' Fifth Amendment rights prohibiting a government taking property without just compensation have been violated by the activation of the floodway. The litigation, which seeks class-action status, counters the claims of the corps that the Army had the proper easements to unleash the historically high river into the floodway, a move that took pressure off Mississippi River communities elsewhere. 

J. Michael Ponder, attorney for the claimants, said the government has asked for and received a 60-day extension in responding to the lawsuit, filed in a Washington, D.C., federal court. 

Ponder, of Cape Girardeau-based Cook, Barkett, Ponder and Wolz, said he's hopeful the court will make a determination on the merits of the claim within the next six to eight months. He said he was not surprised by the delay. 

"We anticipate the government will delay at every step, or will attempt to," he said, noting the firm has "opened a dialogue with the federal government" about the lawsuit. 

An official with the corps did not return phone calls seeking comment. 

The Consolidated Drainage District No. 1, as of Thursday, was the only governmental agency listed as a claimant, Ponder said. 

The complaint has been amended with "beefed up" language, he said. Should the court find that flowage easements do exist on some of the properties, then the corps is obligated to make damage payments pursuant to the terms of those easements, Ponder said. 

Gov. Jay Nixon toured the floodway Wednesday, impressed by the resiliency of the land. 

"The highlight of this trip has been seeing some of those green sprouts coming up in some areas that were flooded," Nixon said at a news conference following the survey. "I think all of us were very, very fearful that what we were going to see was a situation where we lost a complete year in an entire area." 

Despite the encouraging signs, Ponder says some may never farm their land again. 

"What one cannot see beneath the crops is the removal of all of that topsoil, the leaching and the like that we have discovered based on our testing and analysis," he said. "That will have a long-range impact on the productivity of the land and the well-being of the county." 

But things are much better than many expected during this spring's record floods, said Kendal Mouser, agronomy product manager for the Delta Growers Association in Charleston, Mo. He said many of the farmers he has spoken to are confident they will get some product in the ground this summer. 

"They're not near as optimistic as what they were in January, when we were looking at record crop prices," Mouser said. "Most of them are getting the crop planted as good as can be expected." 

Recouping damages may be another matter. 

Missouri Department of Agriculture director Jon Hagler in May assured floodway property owners that federal crop insurance programs would cover their losses, even though the policies don't typically cover acts of man. 

Those assurances aren't paying off, Ponder said. One claimant said he suffered $80,000 in damage to his standing wheat crop. 

"He received a $400 check from crop insurance," he said. 

Babb said he'll be lucky if he realizes 50 percent of his loss. 

Babb, who says he's farmed in the floodway for nearly 35 years, said the uncertainty is the worst problem dogging property owners in the floodway. 

"This is our livelihood. This is the breadbasket of our county. This is some of the greatest soil in the world. I would hate to see it go back into a swamp," he said. 

State Treasurer Teams Up with Student Loan Agency to Provide Relief to Students in Joplin

Article | July 14, 2011 - 11:54am | By Scott Butler 

State Treasurer Clint Zweifel and his staff have teamed up with Sallie Mae to help students with college loans who were impacted by the tornado in Joplin.  KSMU’s Scott Butler has more.

Sallie Mae has agreed to put in place a payment relief option through September 30 for eligible student loan customers who need assistance in the Joplin area.  This comes in response to the May 22 tornado.

State Treasurer Clint Zweifel came up with the idea to ask Sallie Mae to help these students.

“The key thing is one philosophy, it’s just not one idea, but the philosophy is we want to do everything we can to help Joplin residents at a time of need.  While not all residents will need help, nor will all residents need all of these tools that we are providing, they’re nice tools to have in the tool box as we work for recovery,” he said.

The treasurer’s office estimates about 2,000 people in the Joplin area could benefit from this relief program.  Zweifel says Sallie Mae is accepting phone calls from any of those affected.

“What individuals should do is call Sallie Mae as soon as possible to inform them of their situation so they can work through and see what they payment relief options are, which could include postponing payments for that set time period,” he said.

Sallie Mae and the state treasurer will monitor the progress and will determine if payment relief efforts need to be extended beyond September.

For KSMU News, I’m Scott Butler. 

Missouri Attorney General Goes After Those Taking Advantage of Joplin Tornado Victims

Attorney General Chris Koster has filed suit against a Joplin landlord

Article | July 14, 2011 - 6:42am | By Michele Skalicky 

 

Koster’s office has filed suit in the Jasper County Circuit Court against a Joplin landlord for price gouging and other violations.

He says they received complaints from 13 renters at Northside Apartments and Classic Townhomes owned by David Box, Jr....

"One renter told us that his rent would go from $475  per month to $590 a month--a 25% increase as a result of the tornado.  Two other renters were notified that their rent would go from $475 a month to $550 a month--a 16% increase."

The lawsuit also accuses Box of taking advantage of renters by giving them only three days to either pay the difference or be evicted...

"The primary reason that we're here today has to do with  significant price increases that appear to us by all indications to have no bearing in his cost structure and are completely related to the storm, and, as long as the governor has the city of Joplin under an emergency declaration,  that is considered price gouging by the legislature and by the governor's office."  

The lawsuit also alleges that the names under which the defendant conducted business were not registered with the Missouri Secretary of State as required by law.

Koster says his office will remain on alert for any other price gouging while Joplin is under an emergency declaration.

He says his office has had about 260 complains overall in various areas.  They’re currently investigating a possible charity scam.  And he expects more complaints to come in from the home repair arena as Joplin residents start to rebuild and repair their homes and businesses.

Koster says they’re addressing any complaints on a case by case basis...

"What the law says is that, if your underlying price structure has been changed because of the tornado, let's say you had substantial physical damage to your facility--a roof blew off or something like that.  Those are facts that will be incorporated into your ultimate price.  But, if you are a company that had no changes in your underlying price structure and the only element that is creating a fluctuation is the fact that a natural disaster or storm has come through, those are the companies that the price gouging statute addresses directly." 

Koster has obtained temporary restraining orders against two towing companies that conducted business in Joplin following the tornado—Northland Tow Service, LLC and Independence Tow & Recovery, Inc.  He’s also seeking restitution for consumers and civil penalties in both cases.

Anyone with a concern or complaint should call the attorney general’s consumer complaint hotline at 1-800-392-8222.

MISSOURINET
Health care bill becomes law by default (AUDIO)

by Allison Blood on July 14, 2011

in Health & Medicine,Human Interest,Insurance,Legislature
Governor Nixon took no action on a bill that would give Missouri control of its own health care policy, if Congress agrees. The bill’s sponsor Representative Eric Burlison, says all the same laws still apply, but puts Missouri in the driver’s seat. He says it’s interesting that Nixon took no stance on the bill.

He says Nixon seems to have a lot to say about health care, and the bill would give Nixon more of a say in how Missouri implements the Federal health care reform. Until this passes, the federal government doesn’t care what Nixon thinks. “He seems to have a lot to say, he just doesn’t want to say it with his pen,” Burlison says.

In a release, Nixon’s office states next session the legislature will need to pass more legislation establishing a state health care exchange with aims of making health care more affordable. In the release, his office acknowledged this bill got bipartisan support in both chambers.

Burlison says Georgia and Oklahoma have also signed legislation asking the Federal Government to give them control over their own health care policies. He called Missouri a leader in this effort, pointing to the passage of Prop. C last November. The proposition was to reject a federal mandate to purchase health insurance.


(AUDIO) Allison Blood reports Mp3 :59

Sponsor of abortion bill pleased with passage, but critical of Nixon’s inaction

by Mike Lear on July 15, 2011

in Health & Medicine,Legislature,Politics & Government
Governor Jay Nixon did not sign or veto the House or Senate versions of late-term abortion legislation, so per the state Constitution it became law at the end of the day Thursday. The bills make illegal the abortion of any child deemed by two doctors to be “viable,” defined as able to survive outside the womb on its own.

House sponsor, Majority Floor Leader Tim Jones, says the word “viable” is important because it relates to the Supreme Court decision in Roe v. Wade; the seminal abortion case in U.S. history. In their decision, Jones says the Justices in that case gave states the ability to protect life at the point of viability. He believes, therefore, this law is Constitutional because it is based on whether a baby can survive on its own rather than identifying a period of weeks at which an abortion is no longer legal.

Jones says he is excited to see his bill adopted. He criticizes Nixon, however, saying the lack of action leaves voters wondering at the Governor’s stance on the issue and disappoints his pro-choice supporters.

The bill becomes effective August 28.

Nixon to allow late-term abortion bills to become law

by Mike Lear on July 14, 2011

in Health & Medicine,Legislature,Politics & Government
Governor Nixon will allow late-term abortion bills passed in the 2011 legislative session to become law.

In a statement, the Governor’s office says the House and Senate legislation banning late-term abortion will be allowed to take effect under the Constitution, indicating he will not sign or veto them.

Nixon notes in his statement, “the legislation was approved by an overwhelming, bi-partisan majority in both houses.”

Under the Constitution, bills not acted on by the Governor become law at the end of the day today.

Cannabinoid makers, sellers to file suit over new law

by Mike Lear on July 14, 2011

in Business,Crime & Courts,Law Enforcement,Legislature,Politics & Government
Some retailers, wholesalers and manufacturers of spice cannabinoid products plan to file a lawsuit against the state over a bill that would make those products illegal.  Governor Jay Nixon signed that bill this afternoon.

Kevin Bay is the owner of Bocomo Bay in Columbia and seller of products that fall under the new law, like Bocomo Dew. He says the suit claims the proposed law is vague and would not just ban his product, but also those like Tylenol, aspirins and shampoo.

The suit also disputes the bill’s fiscal note, which says it will have no impact on state funds. Bay says his industry generates hundreds of millions of dollars in tax revenue.

Bay says the suit will be filed tomorrow afternoon in Cole County Circuit Court, and an injunction will be sought against the new law.  With the Governor’s signature, the bill would take effect August 28.

Ameren customers to pay for filtration systems, but not Tom Sauk

by Jessica Machetta on July 14, 2011

in Energy,Environment & Conservation,Politics & Government,Science
Ameren Missouri customers will see a rate increase as the utility provider works to filter emissions and abide by environmental standards.

The average residential ratepayer will see their utility bill go up about 8 dollars a month, says Public Service Chairman Kevin Gunn. The cost is to install scrubbers, air filtration systems that remove more than 95 percent of a plant’s sulfur dioxide emissions.





The Sioux Plant near St. Louis is one that will benefit from the new filtration systems, resulting in cleaner burning energy.

However, Gunn says the PSC denied Ameren’s request to charge customers for work on the Taum Sauk reservoir. He says the Taum Sauk reservoir failed in 2005 due to faulty construction and equipment on Ameren’s part, and the company agreed then to hold ratepayers harmless in rebuilding. In they plan submitted, he says, commissioners had a hard time differentiating between reconstruction and enhancements, so they denied that request.

Ameren Missouri utility customers will pay about $8 a month more each month when a recently approved rate hike goes into effect. That will help pay for the $172 million Ameren Missouri is recouping for the filtration systems.

The commission approved the increase and denied the Taum Sauk enhancement costs on a 5-0 vote. Gunn says enhancements only would qualify for a rate hike, but because it was unclear if they were true enhancements, not part of the rebuild, the commission said “no.”


AUDIO: Jessica Machetta reports [Mp3, 1:17 min.]

Download
The Taum Sauk resevoir overflowed and collapsed in December of 2005, sending a deluge of water down a mountain in Southeast Missouri.

Opposing the increase are members of the Fair Energy Rate Action Fund.

“This rate increase will make it that much harder for Missouri families and businesses to recover from this economic downturn,” the group said in a press release. “This ruling shows precisely why consumers need to have a greater voice in the ratemaking process moving forward. Our coalition will continue to lead the fight to protect a balanced ratemaking process that will hopefully produce stable, low -cost rates for Missourians. While the overall ruling by the PSC will have serious economic ramifications for Missouri, the commission should be commended for rejecting Ameren’s bid to have ratepayers pay for the cost of rebuilding the Taum Sauk reservoir. After four rate increases in the past four years it is now incumbent on Ameren to become more efficient at a time when Missouri families and businesses can least afford future rate hikes.”

Gunn says this increase is indicative of the cost of compliance … as environmental standards increase, so will the cost of electricity for states like Missouri that rely on coal for energy.

Ameren’s Sioux Plant Scrubbers…
Ameren says the clean-air filtration system — scrubbers – like the one at the Sioux Power Plant, are air filtration systems that remove more than 95 percent of a plant’s sulfur dioxide emissions.

As hot flu gas passes through each scrubber, a slurry of crushed limestone and water is sprayed into it. The limestone in the slurry reacts with sulfur in the flu gas, creating synthetic gypsum – an inert material that will be captured and stored in a new landfill on plant property. Gypsum is the main component of wallboard.

The new stack consists of two separate liners, one for each of the plant’s generating units. A white plume of water vapor is visible from the plant whenever it is generating electricity. The two original stacks will no longer be used.

The Sioux plant is in St. Charles County, Mo., 28 miles northeast of downtown St. Louis. It was built in 1968.The plant typically burns around 3 million tons of coal annually.

Dog breeder shut down for six years (AUDIO)

by Bob Priddy on July 15, 2011

in Agriculture,Human Interest,Law Enforcement,Legislature
A Monett dog breeder whose operation was raided June 28th has given up her dogs–73 Beagles, Poodles, American Eskimos, Labs, Spaniels, Papillions, and Griffons.. They’ve been taken to the Missouri Humane Society  in St. Louis.

Attorney General Chris Koster had filed the original legal action leading to a restraining order against breeder Linda Brisco. “The consent judgment closes her down. She’s done for six years,” he says.

The action is the first one taken by the state since passage of the new dog breeder’s law adopted by the legislature this spring.  The new law is the legislature’s rewrite of Proposition B that was approved by voters last November.

The dogs will be treated at the humane society and put out for adoption.

 
Listen to interview with Chris Koster 4:46 mp3

Missouri’s drug courts national leaders (AUDIO)

by Bob Priddy on July 15, 2011

in Crime & Courts,Law Enforcement
A Missouri judge who has become a national leader in the drug court movement is stepping down from his national leadership post next week.  Supreme Court judge Ray Price has been the President of the National Association of Drug Court Professionals.  He’ll continue to work with the organization and with the drug court system in Missouri after he leaves his presidency. 

Price refers to Missouri as a national leader in the field.  He notes Missouri’s drug court system deals with three-thousand people, the equivalent of the population of two prisons that would cost the state about 60-milion dollars to build.  He says the system also has a greater success rate than traditional incarceration.

Price says drug courts are essential for removal of the prime motivation behind crime.

He calls it a step in creating a system of evidence-based sentencing that bases sentencing on  the criminal’s needs and risks.  

 
Listen to news conference with Judge Price 11:40 mp3

BLOG ZONE
Puppy Mill Law Enforced for First Time; 70 Dogs Taken from Missouri Breeder

By Chad Garrison Thu., Jul. 14 2011 at 3:45 PM
	



	The dogs rescued lived among rodent droppings. Old and sick dogs had been shot to death.


​Inspectors from the Missouri Department of Agriculture today removed more than 70 dogs from a Monett-based breeder in the first-ever enforcement of the state's new Canine Cruelty Prevention Act. 

Violations of the law identified during inspections of the Moser Kennel included standing water and mud in kennels, standing water in dog houses, inadequate veterinary care, damaged fencing, trash accumulation and weed growth, failure to provide clean drinking water for animals and the presence of rodent droppings. 

The facility was also cited for using gunshot as a means of euthanasia, a method which is not approved by the American Veterinary Medical Association or permissible under Missouri regulations.

Prior to the rescue, Moser Kennel surrendered its Animal Care Facilities Act (ACFA) license to operate as a commercial breeding facility. Today's actions followed violations identified in recent inspections directly affecting animal health and welfare and subsequent action taken by the Missouri Attorney General under the Animal Care Facilities Act and the Canine Cruelty Prevention Act. 

This spring the Missouri General Assembly drafted The Canine Cruelty Prevention Act after gutting a stricter dog-breeding law that voters had passed last November. Governor Jay Nixon signed the Act, also known as the Missouri Solution, into law in late April. 

Today Dr. Jon Hagler, director of the Missouri Department of Agriculture, credited the new law with helping his agency take a bite out of unlawful breeders. "There is more work to be done -- and now more resources to help," he said in a statement. "This cooperation among our animal care program, the Humane Society of Missouri and Attorney General Koster will help us increase rescues and prosecutions and continue to strengthen the breeding industry in Missouri." 

The Humane Society of Missouri, Lawrence County Sheriff's Department and the Missouri Attorney General's office assisted the agriculture department in today's rescue. Dogs removed from the Monett facility were of of varying breeds, and include Cocker Spaniels, Labrador Retrievers, American Eskimos, Poodles, Beagles, Papillons and Brussels Griffons. The dogs will soon be placed with the Humane Society of Missouri for adoption.

EDITORIALS … & Letters to the Editor

We're featuring more voices from St. Louis bloggers


BY BOB ROSE • brose@post-dispatch.com > 314-340-8333 STLtoday.com | Posted: Thursday, July 14, 2011 1:20 pm 


Over the past month or so, we've been integrating more community voices into the pages of STLtoday.

We've taken a range of area bloggers and integrated some of their headlines into our music, parenting, food and business pages. You can see all of these community blogging feeds aggregated on our STL Blogger Network page.

This aggregation has been going on at many sites for some time, so we're not really breaking any new ground here. We're offering St. Louis bloggers a chance to highlight their material on the biggest site in town, and we're offering our users exposure to more voices.

We're looking to add to our blogger network. For now, we're focusing on blogs in the area of architecture, development, business, food, education, parenting and music. We're looking for bloggers who post regularly and write about community matters.

If you are interested in having your blog featured on STLtoday, you can email me, or email or tweet the Weatherbird.

Editorial: Drug testing Missouri welfare recipients is a fool’s paradise 

By the Editorial Board STLtoday.com | Posted: Friday, July 15, 2011 12:00 am

One sure-fire way to please know-nothing ideologues (and maybe gain their votes) is to subject poor people to drug tests and strip them of public benefits if the tests come back positive.

Such laws are being pursued aggressively in many of the nation's more benighted state legislatures. The belief is that such tests will expose dependent people as lazy degenerates who indulge in illegal substances and, thus, are unworthy of public aid.

This is a belief, as the existence of Santa Claus is a belief. Neither belief will stand scrutiny, but belief alone is a powerful force. Why else (besides the cynical pursuit of votes) would lawmakers be willing to waste what potentially could be millions of scarce public dollars on purely mean legislation during tough economic times?

Missouri is a case in point. Last week, Gov. Jay Nixon signed into law House Bill 73, a measure passed by overwhelming majorities in both houses of the Republican-controlled state Legislature. It requires the state Department of Social Services to "develop a program to screen each applicant or recipient who is otherwise eligible for Temporary Assistance for Needy Families," the federal government's cash-assistance program.

The new law says a TANF applicant or recipient may be subjected to drug testing when the department has "reasonable cause to believe" he or she "engages in illegal use of controlled substances."

No one, not the Democratic governor or state lawmakers, has any idea how many of the more than 74,000 Missourians who receive and apply for temporary assistance each year are likely be subjected to the test. No work has been done to estimate the incidence of drug abuse. Thus, no one has any idea how much this will cost or the impact it will have, much less whether or not it will do any good.

Such proposals have been kicking around the Legislature for years, yet the legislation offers no guidance about what constitutes "reasonable suspicion" of illegal drug use or how it is determined. The law also is silent about the kind of training or qualifications a state employee must have before rendering such a judgment.

The legislation provides that recipients or applicants who test positive will be referred to drug treatment. But that is an empty promise. Mental health budgets have been stripped in Missouri. The drug treatment programs that remain are overwhelmed with applicants.

If, after treatment, the TANF applicant or recipient tests positive a second time, he or she would be ineligible for TANF for three years. His or her children would continue to receive support. But these children still face punishment: The policy will not help their parents with drug problems. It will render them destitute.

The Oversight Division of the Committee on Legislative Research has no idea how much any of this will cost — other than that it is going to be very expensive.

At a minimum, according to the legislation's fiscal note, the testing program is projected to cost between $1.7 million and $2.7 million over the next three years. It could end up costing a great deal more if results are challenged through administrative hearings and judicial review.

Measure that open-ended expense against the average monthly TANF benefit in Missouri: $230 per family. And there is no estimate, much less any guarantee, for the 'savings" the state would achieve by throwing people off the welfare rolls.

The government subjecting citizens to "a urine dipstick five-panel test" is an expensive, ideological intrusion. Budget hawks and liberty-loving people — including Tea Party proponents who are sincere about their stated ideals — should be incensed.

Missourians have learned not to expect better from their legislators. But Mr. Nixon was charged with seeking fairness and justice as the Missouri attorney general for 16 years. He knows better, but he has to run for reelection next year and the bill passed by veto-proof majorities. He caved.


Read more: http://www.stltoday.com/news/opinion/columns/the-platform/article_2d307a9d-0cdc-548c-8e25-7c30304b1b30.html#ixzz1SBp6xpgv
Opinion

Disabled but due respect

Missouri does the right thing when it seeks to remove vestiges of demeaning language from its laws and official publications.
That’s why we say good riddance to “retarded” in all references to those among us who hereafter officially will be described as having an “intellectual disability.” Lawmakers, at the prodding of disability rights advocates, moved this change through the General Assembly and Gov. Jay Nixon signed it into law Tuesday.
“More than 100,000 Missourians have an intellectual or developmental disability, and many more have a family member with a disability,” Gov. Nixon said. “This legislation helps to ensure that, as a state, our words, actions and laws do not promote discrimination.”

The lingering problem, of course, is words are not enough by themselves to bring about meaningful change.
The long history of mental illness diagnosis and treatment has left us with many an expression or attempt at categorization that no longer is appropriate. From “idiots” to “insane” to retarded, we have tolerated words that all carry a fundamental flaw beyond the fact that they have fallen out of favor through misuse and the acceptance of better options.
In striving for a useful label, we too often have set limits and stereotypically defined a large group of people — family, friends, neighbors and fellow citizens of our state — who are as different in their talents, needs and capabilities as any among us.
We look forward to provisions of the new legislation that promote greater public awareness and understanding. Our schools, in particular, will have the opportunity each October to observe Disability History and Awareness Month. We know our young people have the potential to lead improvements not only in how we refer to the intellectually disabled, but also in how we act toward them.
The latter point is significant. According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, fewer than 1 in 5 of those nationally with physical or mental disabilities are employed; the same group is much more likely to work part time rather than full time, and more likely to be self-employed.
Employment, and all of the benefits that flow from it, is a critical measure in determining whether we truly offer equal opportunity to all citizens. We should welcome any change in words or actions that improves the chances a person with a disability will be looked at first as a person, and second as a worker who might do a great job.
The views expressed below are not those of NewspressNow.com, or its affiliated companies. This is a community moderated forum. (Please note the 'Like' and 'Report' buttons.) By posting your comments you agree to accept our Terms of Use. 

GUEST COMMENTARY: Action by Missouri Right to Life is reprehensible

Thursday, July 14, 2011 | 11:44 a.m. CDT; updated 1:01 p.m. CDT, Thursday, July 14, 2011 

BY Tishaura O. Jones

I’ve been a patient of Planned Parenthood in three cities — St. Louis, Hampton, Va., and Los Angeles. None were in black neighborhoods.

I was a patient there because my mother (who is now deceased) told me that the best place for a young woman’s reproductive health was Planned Parenthood. If she had not given me that sage advice, I wouldn’t be alive today.

I went to Planned Parenthood for birth control because my mother threatened me and told me not to bring home any babies out of wedlock when I was in college.

During a routine Pap smear, Planned Parenthood discovered pre-cancerous cells on my cervix. Planned Parenthood performed the necessary procedures to remove the cells and subsequently saved my life.

In my own house, I am pro-life. As a black woman and a mother, I can decide what’s best for my body and for my child.  But who am I to tell someone else what’s best for her? 

That’s why I am pro-choice for everyone else. Abortion is a moral decision that’s best decided between a woman, her doctor and God, or whomever she chooses to worship.

Missouri’s laws that would further restrict abortion have no place in my bedroom or my uterus. Those same Bible-toting, scripture-quoting extremists who think that Roe v. Wade should be overturned are the same people who claim to care about black babies, which is utter nonsense. 

If you care about black babies, why do they make up 25 percent of the more than 10,000 children in the foster care system, according to the Missouri Department of Social Services?

If you care about black babies, why are urban school districts crumbling?

If you care about black babies, why is Missouri No. 1 in crimes committed against black men?

I was insulted, to say the least, when Missouri Right to Life had the gall to put up billboards in black neighborhoods with offensive and blatantly racist messages.

The wholly unsubstantiated claim made on these billboards is that black women kill their babies, perpetuating the racist stereotype of black women as unfit mothers.

Regardless of where one stands on the issue of abortion, I believe that the overwhelming number of Americans would agree that this type of reprehensible rhetoric crosses a line that should not be crossed and has no place in the debate.

Although Missouri Right to Life enjoys a constitutional right to espouse a racist message if it so chooses, I am a black mother of a beautiful little boy.

I do not take it lightly when someone questions my integrity as a woman raising a child in this world. 

So, Missouri Right to Life, when you start making a difference in the black community to help us raise our black babies, we can talk.

Letters to the editor, July 15, STL TODAY

Posted: Friday, July 15, 2011 12:00 am | (4) Comments 

Loss of Brookings study doesn't hurt St. Louis
Regarding "Planning matters" (July 11): Although the editorial board of the Post-Dispatch is dismayed. I, for one, am breathing a sigh of relief that St. Louis was not chosen to be a guinea pig for one of the Brookings Institution's Metropolitan Business Plans. The last thing we need is for our self-appointed best and brightest to "identify a regional job-creating 'niche' in what Brookings calls an 'increasingly export-oriented, lower-carbon, and innovation-driven' global economy."

It is a remarkable and familiar conceit to believe that prosperity can result from the replacement of the market interactions of millions of individuals with a committee of local worthies. We would be better served by government leaders who know how ill-suited they are to decide what the private sector should do. Such leaders would focus government activity where it belongs: on providing the basic education, infrastructure and legal framework for the private sector to flourish.

Howard J. Wall • St. Louis
Director, Institute for the Study of Economics and the Environment, Lindenwood University
Different strokes
Regarding "Saggy pants outlawed in Collinsville" (July 12): The outlawing of saggy pants in Collinsville reminds me of something. I graduated from high school in 1972. At times, from 1970-1979, my hair (when I had hair) was between my shoulders and the middle of my back. Many adults then condemned such a practice; some thought it was unattractive, others thought it un-American or communist or subversive.

Saggy pants, in my opinion, is just plain unattractive. I don't like seeing it, but that's exactly the reaction many adults had to guys with long hair. They'd say we looked like girls. They'd call us "hippie freaks." Some acted like it was their moral duty to physically assault us if they could get away with it. Time has made this issue moot.

Today, many male entertainers have long hair. So do professional athletes. So do ordinary people, even some CEOs. It's just not a big deal anymore. In 30 or 40 years, will CEOs strut up to the conference table with their suit pants half way down their butt? Part of me says no, but a different part isn't so sure.

John Spencer • St. Louis
Irritating, not important
Regarding "Saggy pants outlawed in Collinsville" (July 12): Hats off to Collinsville Mayor John Miller. He understands that even though many citizens of his town dislike seeing young men walk down the street with their underwear showing, that is not what the City Council needs to focus on. I, too, dislike the in-your-face dress of some people, but I can't deny their right just because its distasteful to me. My decades-old style of dressing may be odious to young people. So?

Why do we focus on the topics that are irritating but not really important? Casey Anthony, the Beckhams' daughter's middle name and the opening of a "Harry Potter" movie may well be interesting, but they are very small potatoes.

Perhaps we focus on these things because we feel impotent as citizens. What can I do about the congressional refusal to agree on how to begin to draw down our indebtedness? Or about our government's continuing to be the policemen of the world? How can I make any difference in the attitude of too many Americans Muslims are suspect?

Recently, at my book club, we reeled out all the problems we face as Americans. I felt so depressed that I just wanted to flee. Maybe fleeing into minor annoying things, like young men's underwear showing, is something I think I can change. It's annoying, but I feel lost in trying to deal with the things that are so important for our country.

Joanne Kelly • Maplewood
Missing the root causes
Regarding "Counties plan strategy for war on meth" (July 8): I admonish both supporters and opponents of the measure requiring prescriptions for cold and allergy medicine for not addressing the real causes of meth addiction: lack of education, depression and social disenfranchisement. St. Charles County Council Chairman Joe Brazil called his fellow citizens who smoke meth (including that made in one of the 51 meth labs busted so far this year in St. Charles County) "cockroaches." Meth users are not cockroaches in need of extermination but sick individuals who need medical care and treatment.

Moreover, a true democracy cannot confiscate or bureaucratize every substance that can be used to cause inebriation. Requiring prescriptions for cold and allergy medicine will not end our area's dependency on harmful substances. Mr. Brazil has an astounding lack of insight into his county's problems. It must be frustrating to bend over backward to apply a bandage to a gushing wound.

Michael Gallagher • Edwardsville
Not ambivalent on sin
The July 11 editorial cartoon continues the ongoing vilification of Biblical conservatives who dare to run for federal office in 2012. It is obvious that the Post-Dispatch will do just about anything to diminish the senatorial campaign of U.S. Rep. Todd Akin, R-Wildwood.

While the cartoon, reprinted from the Columbia (Mo.) Daily Tribune, attempts to belittle Mr. Akin as a fraud and hypocrite, the cartoon says much more regarding the cartoonist's attitude toward God and the Bible. The cartoonist's God is ambivalent regarding sin, justice and holiness, and the cartoonist mocks Biblical Christians who dare to believe the scriptures.

Politically correct secular liberals and their avowed liberal Christian comrades are united in their core belief that the only really bottom-line sin is belief in the clear, concise, confirmed contextual verses and chapters of the Bible.

Mr. Akin is correct that the liberal argument is not with us who believe the scriptures, but with the book itself. The history of God's people is replete with persecution and martyrdom, just as Jesus said it would be. He also said that the truth is the word of God and will last forever.

David Floyd • Maryland Heights
Misleading metaphor
Congress is having talks on "raising the debt ceiling," but isn't that a misleading metaphor?

Raising a ceiling sounds too lofty. It's like, "Oh, just allow a little more room at the top." It sort of suggests merely enlarging the upper space for improved ambience. But Congress actually is debating how much deeper to dig the national debt hole.

A more realistic metaphor might help keep the issue in proper perspective, so shouldn't debt talks instead be about "lowering the floor" of the debt hole?

S.A. Zobans • Independence
Audacity to disagree
Although I often have found myself disagreeing with a president (any president) of the United States, I never mind it when one takes a stand for what he believes in. That is why they were elected. Things usually turn out all right, even when I disagree.

However, it was over-the-top demagoguery when President Barack Obama recently said that he could not guarantee that Social Security checks would go out after Aug. 2 unless Congress bows to his wishes concerning the debt limit — and it was undoubtedly false. I am a Social Security recipient and not the least bit worried about it. I have been hoping for a satisfactory compromise in this debate for the benefit of the country, the financial markets and overall economic stability.

I almost hope that Congress calls his bluff. No president should resort to scare tactics when members of the opposition party have the audacity to disagree with him.

He was elected to be the president of the United States. He was not crowned "dear leader." Mr. President: Show some statesmanship please. Where are Truman, Ike and Reagan when we need them?

Rob Hunter • St. Charles
Posted on Thu, Jul. 14, 2011 10:15 PM
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Unconscionable cuts
The Overland Park and Kansas City, Kan., Social and Rehabilitation Services offices have dodged a bullet. The Lawrence office serving about 10,000 people along with eight other much smaller offices will be closed within three months.

These SRS clients — abused or neglected children, homeless people or those on the verge of losing their homes, the poor, the disabled — will now have limited access to help. 

This was done, Gov. Sam Brownback says, because of the budget. He and the Legislature did have to make hard decisions. In this case they chose roads and limiting corporate taxes over people in distress.

Next time (and I think there will be a next time) the cuts may hit Wyandotte or Johnson counties. Brownback clearly wants less government. I am sure he would be happy to replace state social services with faith-based volunteers. And if everyone would act right, we wouldn’t need police.

Republican governors in Kansas long supported both business and industry and social services. That has changed.

If you are a Christian or a Republican or simply a Kansan, you need to take a hard look at what our governor is doing and plans to do.

Joe Douglas
Lawrence
Middle East fumbles
The U.S. needs to rethink its Middle East policy. Just as the war in Iraq rages on even after no weapons of mass destruction were found, the war in Afghanistan continues even though the CIA admits most of the terrorists are elsewhere.

The fact that Osama bin Laden was found in Pakistan demonstrates that our war policy is chaotic and random. The folly of sending armies to find terrorists is obvious, considering we spent thousands of lives and trillions of dollars to get one particular terrorist.

Also perplexing is our latest war in Libya, a nation with which we recently had diplomatic relations. President Barack Obama rashly declared that Libyan leader Moammar Gadhafi must go, and our third war was launched without consulting Congress and despite the fact that Libya did not attack us.

We can ill-afford another war. Random meddling in the Middle East will create more enemies, make us less safe and leave us unprepared in the event of a real threat. 

Our politicians do not seem to realize that financial security is crucial to national security. Bankrupting our nation with endless wars and nation building will render us more vulnerable than ever.

Jackie Stevens
St. Joseph
Punishment rules
When using punishment to modify behavior there are three essential rules: Be swift, consistent and fair. 

To compensate for a reduced number of parole and probation officers many states have used severity to replace all three rules. The result has been a national increase in recidivism rates. 

A recent letter that used the words “solution” and “problem” is bogus. Solutions are not the issue. 

Our government influences our recidivism rates and our crime rate thus it greatly affects the size of our prison population. Our government can aggravate or retard any one of our nation’s problems. Theodore J. Sturgeon
Olathe
Kudos to Lincoln Prep
Wow! Congratulations to Lincoln Prep for a job well done, earning the highest spot among local schools on Newsweek’s list of the top 10,000 high schools in the country (6/29, “Lincoln Prep: An academic jewel too often overlooked”).

Peggy Smith
Kansas City
Put Congress, not Clemens, on trial
Roger Clemens was on trial for lying to Congress. When does the trial of Congress begin for lying to us? Seems like a much more productive use of the judiciary.

Tom Reppell
Overland Park
Obamacare scam
Missouri Attorney General Chris Koster recently announced that he was filing suit against John’s Butcher Shoppee in the St. Louis area for substitutions in some of their meats. During a news conference, Koster said, “Consumers should be able to trust that the products they buy are what the manufacturer has advertised.” 

I’m anxiously waiting for Koster to file suit against President Barack Obama, former House Speaker Pelosi and all involved with the Obamacare scam bill for the same reason.

Sharon Stathopulos
Raymore
Religious right whining
People on the religious right continuously whine about how they are treated by the evil media. They don’t mention their own TV network and supremacy in talk radio.

The religious right complains and is given a pass, and the left is punished for every transgression. Media attention caused the rightful resignation of Anthony Weiner and Eliot Spitzer. The right is so effective at manipulating the media that its own scandals go without consequences.

Remember Sen. Larry Craig? How about South Carolina Gov. Mark Sanford? They have Sens. John Ensign and David Vittner. Only Ensign resigned.

Don’t forget Sen. John McCain and former House Speaker Newt Gingrich. Former Sen. John Edwards is certainly guilty, but he will pay the price.

Sarah Palin is the whiner-in-chief. Remember the 14-foot fence because she didn’t like her neighbor. The media played it big. Palin parades her children on stage and then complains when the media mentions them. 

The left should learn.

Vicki Bronson
Overland Park
Equality in justice
I fail to understand the concept of equal justice under the law when repetitive pedophiles who happen to be priests are chastised and placed in another job, while a Protestant who does the same is prosecuted and likely jailed for years. 

Where are the prosecutors?

We don’t need bishops to retire. We need all pedophiles punished with some sense of equality.

Keith W. Ashcraft, M.D.
Mission Hills
I do not understand why the FBI does not investigate the pedophile priest allegations.

The FBI should find out what the church officials knew and when they new it.

If church officials know of molestations occurring and do not report it to the police, are they not accessories to the crime? 

The church investigating itself is a joke. 

The church should demand an investigation by the FBI to clear its name and get rid of the problem.

Corky Lewis
Lee’s Summit
Change U.S. politics
I was doing some reading the other night when I ran across this:

“See how the faithful city has become a harlot! She once was full of justice; Righteousness use to dwell in her — but now murderers!”

And this as well: “Your rulers are rebels, companions of thieves; They all love bribes and chase after gifts. They do not defend the cause of the fatherless; The widow’s case does not come before them.”

I don’t think that Isaiah had ever heard of Washington, D.C., but he sure hit the nail on the head with this description. 

There needs to be a drastic change in our leaders if our nation is to survive.

Gary A. Hornaday
Kansas City
Voter ID requirement
What is the problem with voter identification? We have to prove who we are for almost everything we buy, borrow or sell, along with many other things such as visiting a hospital or motel, or renting a car.

I can see no problem with requiring photo ID to vote. If you are old and can’t prove who you are and something is wrong with your mind, you shouldn’t be voting anyway.

There are many people who probably do vote and shouldn’t be voting, and a voter ID requirement would stop these people. We have to stop voter fraud in this country.

It is just a small thing for someone to get an ID. If they can’t get down to get a voter ID on their own, the people who take them to vote should help them.

Kenneth Langley
Kansas City
Vital declaration
The present members of Congress would do well to reread the Declaration of Independence (if they’ve ever read it).

The reasons cited in the declaration for declaring our independence from the King of England are in many ways similar to the complaints of voters today: high taxes, over-regulation and non-responsive governance.

While not suggesting that it’s time to form a new government, it may be a good idea for members of Congress and the president to take the Declaration to heart.

Edward “Gomer” Moody
Kansas City
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