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Senators Clash On Illegal Immigration Bill

 (Jefferson City, MO) -- A bill that would compel the state attorney general to take legal action against the federal government on grounds that it has failed to uphold the nation's immigration laws did not come to a vote on Tuesday. 

The bill would require Attorney General Chris Koster to seek appropriate relief to compel the federal government to enforce federal immigration laws. 

The bill's sponsor, Sen. Will Kraus, R-Lee's Summit, said the federal government has failed to adequately police the borders and that it is the duty of the attorney general to take legal action when the federal government fails to discharge its duties. 

But opponents, including Sen. Maria Chappelle-Nadal, D-St. Louis, objected to the measure arguing that the language was too vague and ignored the nuances of immigration law. 

She voiced concern that enforcing current immigration law as written could split up families. 

The bill was laid over on the Senate calendar for debate on a later date. 

(Tim Sampson, Missouri News Horizon)

House passes limits on housing commission

By Rudi Keller Columbia Daily Tribune 
Tuesday, April 5, 2011
JEFFERSON CITY — The Missouri Housing Development Commission won’t have to move to the state capitol, but it will be in danger of losing a big chunk of its bank account under a bill approved Tuesday in the Missouri House. 

The bill, sponsored by Rep. John Diehl, R-Town and Country, and handled on the floor yesterday by Rep. Chris Kelly, D-Columbia, originally required that the commission move its offices from Kansas City, where it employs 80 people, and St. Louis, where it employs 40 people. That section was removed by the House, but provisions remain requiring the executive director to live within 40 miles of the capitol and making the commission subject to appropriations and a limit on how much money it can spend.

Moving the entire operations of the agency is going too far, Kelly said. 

“It is reasonable to take budget control of MHDC. They have been arrogant and they have been out of control. But we don’t want to pick on the people who live in Jackson County and St. Louis County,” he said. 

The commission’s job is to create and improve housing for low- and middle-income Missourians. It distributes federal home repair funds, issues state and federal tax credits to support construction and underwrites mortgages, among other duties. It had a net income of $36.1 million in the fiscal year that ended June 30, up 39.4 percent over fiscal 2009. 

The commission had $661.7 million in net assets, including $384.5 million in cash and temporary investments, as of Dec. 31, according to a financial report given to commissioners at their February meeting. 

The commission has been criticized in the past for being too subject to political manipulation and imposed ethics rules on commission members and staff to combat the problem. In February, it approved only a portion of the tax credits it could have issued, bringing criticism from some Republicans who said it was pushing an agenda favored by Gov. Jay Nixon, a Democrat. 

Sen. Kurt Schaefer, R-Columbia, sought to speak to the commission before its February meeting but was denied the chance by the votes of Nixon’s appointees. 

In an interview, Kelly said he will be looking closely at what the commission needs to operate effectively, but that the commission should not expect to hang on to all its cash. 

“I don’t think it is right to force an automatic sweep” of their accounts, Kelly said. “It is a balance between allowing them enough money to protect their paper assets and them having pools of cash.” 

One issue with the commission, Kelly said, is that it has been giving employee raises and expanding at a time when every other agency of state government has been cutting back. 

“They operate outside the reasonable control of the budget,” Kelly said. “This will bring this rogue agency under control.” 

House Passes Science-Oriented Economic Development Package

 (Jefferson City, MO) -- The Missouri House of Representatives late Tuesday night gave preliminary approval to a funding model for the growth of jobs in science and research, backed by the governor.  

The Missouri Science and Innovation Reinvestment Act, or MOSIRA, uses profits derived from current science and research-based companies to fund investment in further ventures. 

The program seeks to exploit Missouri's growing science and technology industries, many that have sprung up with and around colleges and universities. 

The bill also includes incentives for the building of data storage facilities and computer server "farms" among other investment tools for emerging industries. 

Supporters of the measure call it the most important economic development bill of the legislative session. 

It received widespread bi-partisan support in the House and passed a first-round vote by a 143-6 margin. 

The bill faces one more vote before moving on to the State Senate. 

(Dick Aldrich, Missouri News Horizon)

Mo. Eyes New Law On Abortion Drugs, Plan B

Bill Would Give Pharmacists Right Not To Sell Pills
KMBC-TV   POSTED: 9:12 pm CDT April 5, 2011

UPDATED: 10:29 pm CDT April 5, 2011

KANSAS CITY, Mo. -- Missouri lawmakers are considering a bill that would give pharmacists the right to sell the morning-after pill if they feel it violates their moral beliefs. 
KMBC 9's Cliff Judy spoke with pharmacists who said it wasn't a black-and-white issue, but they know that the bill could lead to big changes. 

The measure, which passed 120-35 in the first of two votes in the Missouri House on Tuesday, also requires that the doctor who wrote the prescription for the bill to be present when a woman takes it. A prescribing doctor would also have to carry at least $1 million in liability insurance. 

In addition to covering morning-after pills, which prevent the implantation of a fertilized egg, the bill also covers RU-486, which can induce an abortion. 

Missouri doesn't have any laws requiring pharmacists to sell any particular drug, but Rep. David Sater, a pharmacist from Cassville, said he wanted to prevent those laws in the future. 

Opponents said in rural areas with only one pharmacy, the bill could effectively keep a woman from taking morning-after pills in time for it to be effective. 

Pharmacist Gary Fox said the law could create a chilling effect, making women uncomfortable seeking medical advice and doctors wary of increased liability. 

"A lot of people will just say I don't have the liability coverage for that or this or that, and that will be their excuse not to provide a service," Fox said. 

Fox said he feels that the patient should come first, no matter how the bill turns out. 

"It's not about us," he said. "It's about the girl being treated and needs the help, and I think they need the best of our knowledge and care." 

He said it was too early to say whether he would provide the drug at his Raytown pharmacy under the new law.

Mo. House backs changes on abortion drugs, Plan B 

Associated Press | Posted: Tuesday, April 5, 2011 5:56 pm

The Missouri House endorsed a bill Tuesday specifically allowing pharmacists to refuse to sell the morning-after pill, drawing cheers from hundreds of red-clad anti-abortion activists who were rallying at the Capitol.

House members voted 120-35 for legislation that would prevent a pharmacy from being sued, losing state aid or having its license revoked if it refuses to sell emergency contraception such as Plan B or abortion-inducing drugs such as RU-486. The bill needs another House vote to move to the Senate.

Missouri currently has no state law that requires pharmacies to sell any kind of drug. But Rep. David Sater, a Republican from Cassville who is a pharmacist, said he wanted to prevent any such laws in the future.

"The essence of the bill is to make sure that pharmacies are not forced by the government to stock certain drug products," said Sater, the bill's sponsor.

Several Democrats said that because some areas of the state only have one pharmacy, allowing pharmacies to choose not to sell certain drugs would give them the power to deny a woman access to it. Because Plan B must be taken within a certain number of hours after unprotected sex to be effective, they said, such a decision by the pharmacy could in effect force a woman to bear a child, regardless of her desire to do so.

Rep. Sarah Lampe, D-Springfield, said the decision to use such drugs is a private medical decision that a woman should make for herself.

"Pharmacists are not the moral authority for a family decision," Lampe said. "Pharmacists should not stand between a family and their treatment."

Some Democrats said allowing a pharmacy to not sell Plan B could make it more difficult for victims of rape or incest in rural parts of the state to get access to the drug in time for it to be effective. They also took issue with the bill's classification of Plan B as an abortifacient, saying it acts as a stronger form of birth control, preventing the development of a fetus rather than aborting it.

Rep. Jeff Grisamore, R-Lee's Summit, argued that conception begins as soon as a man's sperm implants in a woman's egg. He said stopping a pregnancy after that point is equal to an abortion and pharmacists should be allowed to refuse the sale of such drugs.

"Human life_ from conception to birth_ should be respected and protected," he said.

The House voted to back the legislation on a day when hundreds of anti-abortion activists came to the Capitol. Dozens of members of Missouri Right to Life filled parts of the House Gallery during the debate, clapping at some points during Republican remarks. They later rallied in the Capitol Rotunda, cheering some of the lawmakers who supported the legislation.

Jefferson City resident Pat Dudenhoeffer said he supported the legislation because people should not have the right to decide whether another life is created or sustained.

"The right to life is inalienable, the most fundamental right we have," Dudenhoeffer, 53, said after the House vote. "We shouldn't even be arguing about this."

While much of debate centered on the Plan B provision, the legislation also puts several restrictions on the use of RU-486. Among the new rules would be a requirement that a doctor wait at least 24 hours after examining a woman before administering the drug. Any doctor prescribing the drug would have to give a woman multiple warnings about it and be present when she takes it. The legislation says a doctor would also have to have at least $1 million in malpractice insurance. A doctor who broke any of those rules could face misdemeanor criminal charges.

___

Abortion drugs bill is HB28.

Online:

Legislature: http://www.moga.mo.gov
More Restrictions on Reproductive Health Move Forward in the House

RIVERFRONT TIMES   By Melissa Meinzer, Tue., Apr. 5 2011 @ 1:44PM 

Today in Jefferson City, Missouri representatives added language to a bill that places more hurdles in front of women seeking legal abortions, in addition to fettering their access to emergency contraception.

The bill, HCS HB 28, first came before the state legislature as a so-called "conscience clause" bill, which would permit pharmacists with an ethical objection to abortion or contraception to refuse to fill prescriptions for birth control or emergency contraception, which is a non-abortive method of preventing pregnancy after unprotected sex.

The bill was "perfected with amendments" by a voice vote on the floor today. The amendments place restrictions on women obtaining non-surgical abortions by taking mifepristone, also known as RU-486. That drug induces abortion when a woman takes one dose orally, followed by a second one 24 to 48 hours later.

The new wording of the bill would require women to undergo a physical exam 24 hours before the first dose and would require them to take both the first and second dose at the abortion facility or hospital. That's three visits instead of the one it currently takes.  

Additionally, RU-486 is used for abortion in an off-label manner. That means that, like many drugs taken every year, it's FDA-approved for other uses -- such as to induce expulsion of a fetus that died naturally in utero -- and not for abortion. But it's been used to facilitate abortions since its approval in 2000.

The changed language of the bill would require physicians administering the abortion pill to women to warn them, both in writing and orally, that the medication is being used in an off-label manner, using specific language:

"The drug or drugs that will be given to you to induce an abortion HAVE NOT been approved by the United States Food and Drug Administration (FDA) or the drug manufacturer to be used in this manner. There is risk to you and your unborn child if you take any of these drugs. Please strongly consider other alternatives to abortion before you take any of these drugs."

The approved changes have not yet been scheduled for a hearing, but we'll keep you posted. 

Missouri House committee approves new congressional map

Tuesday, April 5, 2011 ~ Updated 6:49 PM
By Chris Blank ~ The Associated Press
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- A Missouri House committee signed off Tuesday on a new congressional map that consolidates two districts in the city of St. Louis, splits up the central region of the state and covers most of the northern tier with one district. 

State lawmakers over the past week have turned their attention to drawing a new U.S. House map with eight districts. Missouri lost one of its nine congressional districts after the 2010 census found that the state's 7 percent population growth over the past decade did not keep pace with the rest of the nation. 

The House committee responsible for redistricting approved a map Tuesday with opposition from one Democratic lawmaker. House leaders say the full chamber could approve the map this week. A Senate congressional redistricting panel approved its plan without dissent Monday. 

Rep. John Diehl, the chairman of the House panel, said his map is fair and compact. He said there has been opposition voiced by almost everyone -- Democrats and Republicans, representing suburban, urban and rural areas. 

"If everybody is criticizing it but no one can show me anything better, than I think it's probably pretty good," said Diehl, R-Town and Country. 

Under the House proposal, two congressional districts currently covering St. Louis city -- held by Democratic U.S. Reps. William Lacy Clay and Russ Carnahan -- would be consolidated into the 1st Congressional District that would also include part of St. Louis County. The 2nd Congressional District would cover the rest of St. Louis County, a segment of St. Charles County and a portion of Jefferson County. 

State lawmakers have proposed the most changes for the current 9th Congressional District, which stretches from northeastern Missouri to the Lake of the Ozarks. The House plan would renumber it as the 3rd Congressional District and wrap it around the St. Louis-area to pick up northern Jefferson County. The district would extend west toward the Lake of the Ozarks and cover the Capitol's home of Cole County. 

Rep. Ron Casey, D-Crystal City, sought to keep his home of Jefferson County in one congressional district, which is spread among three districts under the House plan. That proposed map was defeated. 

Jefferson County Executive Ken Waller told lawmakers that he preferred to keep his county within one congressional district but could live with the House's plan to divide the county between the 2nd, 3rd and 8th congressional districts. 

"You have power of one when you have one representative. You've got their focus, you've got their attention ... but I understand," Waller said. 

Yet, the House's plan to draw the 8th Congressional District north into Jefferson County has generated criticism from Republican state lawmakers who represent southeastern Missouri. 

Away from St. Louis, the House and Senate maps extend Republican Rep. Sam Graves' 6th Congressional District from northwestern Missouri east to the Mississippi River. It also would take in a swath of Jackson County. The 5th Congressional District in Kansas City would gain parts of Clay County and go east to several largely rural counties. The 4th Congressional District in the Senate map would extend east from the Kansas border and get Boone County, which is home to the University of Missouri-Columbia. 

Also Tuesday, two state commissions started work on redrawing the boundaries for the 163-member House and 34-member Senate. Commission members were sworn in Tuesday, chose their officers and set public hearings. The Missouri Constitution requires the commissions to redraw legislative boundaries, and the 10-member Senate panel and 18-member House commission have an even split between Republicans and Democrats. The panels plan public hearings April 28 in Jefferson City, May 23 in Springfield, May 24 in Kansas City and May 25 in St. Louis. 

Former Democratic lawmaker Doug Harpool is the chairman of the Senate commission and former Democratic Lt. Gov. Joe Maxwell is the chairman of the House commission. Republican John Maupin is the vice chairman of the Senate panel and the House commission's vice chairwoman is Republican Ann Wagner, who was the ambassador to Luxembourg and is considering whether to run for the U.S. Senate. 

A newly formed group that focused on state legislative districts is urging the commissions to develop more politically competitive seats. Bob Johnson, a former Republican lawmaker and the group's president, said too many state Legislature races have essentially been decided before the general election and that limits the potential for independence among state lawmakers. 

House Committee passes redistricting plan

COLUMBIA MISSOURIAN  By BRIAN BONDUS

April 5, 2011 | 9:19 p.m. CDT

JEFFERSON CITY — A day after a Senate committee approved a plan to eliminate Democratic U.S. Rep. Russ Carnahan's district, the House Redistricting Committee followed suit.

Missouri lost a congressional district based on 2010 Census results and must reduce the number of districts from nine to eight. Both Senate and House redistricting committees have drawn up new boundaries, and the maps are similar.

Both maps put Boone County in the 4th District, which would encompass the west-central sector of the state. The area's representative would be Vicky Hartzler, R-Harrisonville.

Blaine Luetkemeyer, a Republican from St. Elizabeth, Mo., who represents Boone County, would be in another district.

The two maps must be reconciled, then passed by both chambers and signed by the governor.

The plan winding through the House was proposed by Rep. John Diehl, R-Town and Country, who chairs the redistricting committee. It passed Tuesday on a 10-1 vote.

Notably, it reconfigures the boundaries of St. Louis and St. Louis County, which both lost population in the past decade. The plan would put U.S. Reps. Lacy Clay and Russ Carnahan in the same district.

The only "no" vote Tuesday came from Rep. Ron Casey, D-Crystal City, who lives in Carnahan's district.

The hearing also solicited testimony from the public, and dozens of Jackson County residents expressed anger because both maps divide their county.

"They carve out all of the Republican votes in Jackson County and put them in the 6th District to make 5th District super-fortified Democrat and the 6th District super-fortified Republican," said Donna Turk of Jackson County, which includes portions of Kansas City and Independence.

Diehl was more circumspect.

"I think the fact that Senate and the Democrats came up with a map that's only about 2 percent different than this one," he said. "I think that tells you we are probably pretty close to the right answer."

An official plan must be in place before the 2012 elections.

House Committee approves redistricting map; sends to floor for debate

Jason Noble. KC STAR PRIME BUZZ BLOG

JEFFERSON CITY | A new Congressional map is headed to the Missouri House floor.

The House’s committee on redistricting sifted through four proposed maps on Tuesday afternoon before approving the one initially introduced last week by committee Chairman John Diehl.

It’s this map. 

To recap: 

· The map divides Jackson County between the 5th and 6th districts currently held by U.S. Rep. Emanuel Cleaver, a Democrat, and Rep. Sam Graves, a Republican, respectively.

· It pulls three rural counties, Ray, Lafayette and Saline, into Cleaver’s Kansas City-centered 5th District. 

· It redraws lines in the St. Louis area to draw the city of St. Louis and north St. Louis County together in a strongly Democratic district, west and south county, part of St. Charles County and part of Jefferson County in a likely Republican district and exurban St. Charles and Jefferson County into a largely rural district that stretches to the Lake of the Ozarks.

· Democratic U.S. Reps. Lacy Clay and Russ Carnahan are drawn into the same district. 

The committee approved the map on a 10-1 vote, with three Democrats joining the majority Republicans in favor.

Along the way, the committee rejected a proposed map from Rep. Ron Casey, a Crystal City Democrat, which sought to unify Jefferson County in a single district (and which would have, un-coincidentally, created two Democratic-majority districts in the St. Louis area).

The hearing also featured testimony from the public — including a plea from Kansas City-area Congressional candidate Jacob Turk to draw all of Jackson County into a single district.

Turk, a Republican, has run and lost several times against Cleaver. He criticized the current map and the one now under consideration as uncompetitive and skewed to keep one party or another from winning. 

Casey offered an amendment that would’ve followed Turk’s advice, changing the 5th and 6th districts to put the rural counties into the 6th and all of Jackson County (and a bit more of Clay County) into the 5th.

The committee rejected it. 

The map approved by the committee, as it happens, appears to draw Turk’s residence out of the 5th and into the 6th, where he’d have to challenge the powerful incumbent Graves in a primary. 

With committee approval this afternoon, the map will make a brief stop in the House Rules Committee and then head to the floor for debate by the whole House. That debate could begin Wednesday.

Nasheed questions Nixon's lack of influence in redistricting
By Jo Mannies, Beacon political reporter    

Posted 2:30 am, Wed., 4.6.11 

State Rep. Jamilah Nasheed, D-St. Louis and a member of the House redistricting committee, has fired off another political shot at the state's top Democrat, Gov. Jay Nixon.

Nasheed, who moved last week to knock the governor's traveling money out of the state budget, now is accusing the governor of "lack of leadership" that she contends "has left Democrats in the dark on the issue of congressional redistricting."

"This is perhaps the biggest issue we will discuss in the legislature this year and I have no idea what the governor thinks because he has been completely silent," said Nasheedin a statement issued Tuesday. "Gov. Nixon is the highest ranking Democrat in our state and Democrats look to him for leadership on this issue and so many others. That leadership has been completely absent when it comes to redistricting. It’s time for that to change."

Nasheed has been an outspoken defender of congressional boundary lines that are seen as protecting the 1st District now represented by U.S. Rep. William Lacy Clay, D-St. Louis. The district already garners special protection under the federal Voting Rights Act, and is Missouri's only congressional district where African-Americans are seen as a majority of the population.

The state House committee's map protects Clay's district -- as does the alternate map approved this week by the state Senate redistricting panel. Both maps also do away with the current 3rd District now represented by U.S. Rep. Russ Carnahan, D-St. Louis. That action had been expected as well, since Missouri is losing one of its current nine congressional districts.

The governor -- who happens to be a close personal friend of Clay -- has yet to signal whether he would go along with either map.

Asked Nasheed: "Does he support the map the (House) committee approved or does he have an alternative that he wants Democrats to support? Democrats need to know."

Nixon's veto of the legislature's final map could force the matter to a panel of judges to take over the task -- unless the state House and Senate override the governor's action.

The state Senate is deemed to be in the strongest position to override a gubernatorial veto. Senate Republicans now enjoy a 26-8 edge -- three more than needed for an override vote.

State House Republicans are three short of the necessary 109 votes -- and some already speculate that's where Nasheed and other Democratic legislators in the 1st District fit in, particularly those closest to Clay.

Nasheed has been critical of Nixon for years on various matters. Her public statement Tuesday on redistricting may be a signal that she likely will be the 107th vote for state House Speaker Steve Tilley, R-Perryville, should he need it.

Her outspoken statement Tuesday also may be aimed at encouraging a couple other Democratic legislators in the 1st District to follow her lead -- even if it means opposing Nixon.

However, even if a House override should fail and judges did get the redistricting task, it's expected that they would protect the 1st District as well.

That fight could end up being linked to another pending redistricting battle, involving the General Assembly. And Nixon appears to be in the stronger position.

--- 

On Tuesday, the two special commissions that Nixon (right) set up to draw up new state House and Senate lines -- as required by law -- announced their chairmen. And both are strong Democrats believed to be on good terms with the governor.

Former Lt. Gov. Joe Maxwell, of Mexico, Mo., has been elected chairman of the House Apportionment Commission. Former state Rep. Doug Harpool, D-Springfield, has been elected chairman of the Senate Apportionment Commission.

The vice chairs -- both Republicans -- are former Ambassador Ann Wagner of St. Louis for the House panel, and John Maupin for the Senate commission.

Bipartisan agreements on both commissions are required, or the legislative map-drawing also will be tossed to Missouri judges.

Although the commissions won't conduct most of their hearings until after the General Assembly ends this session, there may be some private discussions in the state Capitol shortly concerning a possible dilemma: Will a battle with the governor over congressional redistricting lead to less-than-desirable legislative boundaries for some legislators now in office?.

Since the 1st congressional district has lost a lot of population, that means some of the state House and Senate seats in that district may be doomed and shifted elsewhere in the region.

Which could put Nasheed and other 1st District Democratic legislators in a difficult spot -- and prompt contemplation on what they may risk if they take on the governor in a move to best protect Clay.

Crowell expounds upon opposition to House redistricting map 
CAPITOL CALLING

You may recall that Sen. Jason Crowell late last month blasted a proposed congressional map put out by a House committee on redistricting.
Today, Crowell, R-Cape Girardeau, sent out a follow-up of sorts Tuesday expounding upon why he opposes the map placing a big chunk of Jefferson County into the congressional district currently represented by U.S. Rep. Jo Ann Emerson.

“There are two directions the 8th Congressional District can expand to add voters to our district,” Crowell wrote. “The first is north into Jefferson County, which as defined by the U.S. Office of Management and Budget, the executive department in charge of drafting the federal budget, is part of the St. Louis metropolitan area.  The other direction is to head west into Southern Mid-Missouri.”

“The question then becomes, what kind of voters do we want to bring into our home district?” Crowell added.  “The 8th Congressional District is a great district defined by its focus on farms, small businesses, and socially conservative voters who usually elect representatives that reflect these values.  In considering every possible way to expand the 8th Congressional District, it is important to look at the kind of voter that will be added to the district.”

Because Jefferson County would be a population center, Crowell said that area would major receive consideration from the person representing the district.

“The result of the proposed House map will transfer the influence in the U.S. Congress from Southeast Missouri to St. Louis,” Crowell wrote. “No longer will priorities of farms and small business found in counties such as Cape Girardeau, Madison, Stoddard, Bollinger, Scott, Perry, Butler, Phelps and others be the primary concern of your Congressional representative.  Instead federal bailouts and labor issues found in the St. Louis area will dictate the district’s priorities because there will be more votes coming from that area.”  

“The values of Jefferson County voters are entirely different than the values of voters in Southeast Missouri.  Jefferson County is primarily a democratic blue collar county,” Crowell added. “Their current U.S. Congressman is a Democrat, most of their State Representatives are Democrats and the 61,000 of the 103,000 residents being added by the House proposed 8th Congressional District have elected a Democratic State Senator.  While you can point to parts of Jefferson County being rural, its voters and elected leaders have totally different views than those in the current 8th Congressional District.”  

Crowell went onto say that a map proposed in a Senate redistricting committee was more to his liking.

“The alternative proposal by the Senate would ensure there is no fundamental change in the type of voter of the 8th Congressional District by, except for Taney County, keeping those counties and then adding 18,145 residents from Ste. Genevieve and 24,696 residents from Crawford Counties, as well as 41,008 residents from Jefferson County and 18,486 residents from Webster County,” Crowell wrote.

Crowell’s objection is worth noting because Republicans need as many votes as possible to withstand a possible veto from Gov. Jay Nixon. If some southeast Missouri lawmakers vote against the map in the House, it may not have enough votes to achieve a supermajority.

The ramifications of redistricting 

BY TIM BARKER • STLtoday.com | Posted: Wednesday, April 6, 2011 12:15 am

While the state worries over how to redraw its congressional districts, there is at least one other related bit of housekeeping that has to be done in the realm of higher education.

Three state boards charged with overseeing public universities have their membership tied to the state's nine congressional districts. Each of those boards, including the University of Missouri Board of Curators, has nine voting members, with each congressional district having a representative.

But what happens when the state has only eight congressional districts? The easiest solution might seem to be the elimination of one board member. But that's easier said than done.

"The statute doesn't set the number at nine. The state constitution does that," said Steve Knorr, vice president of government relations for the University of Missouri.

The easier approach — and one that's been laid out in several bills filed this session — is to allow one of those congressional districts to have two representatives. And that appears to be the approach lawmakers are going to take.

The legislation also covers the state's Coordinating Board for Higher Education and the Missouri State University Board of Governors.

There was, however, another solution offered by Rep. Mary Still, D-Columbia, who once worked in Mizzou's public information office. In the case of the University of Missouri Board of Curators, Still proposed making that ninth curator a voting student. The board has had a student member since the late 1980s, but the student is not allowed to vote.

The bill has gotten some attention during the session, but Still said it does not appear to have any chance of passage. It's an idea that's been tossed around from time to time. And given the need to reconfigure the boards, this was an ideal time to do it, she said.

"I think we are really selling our students short when we say they shouldn't be voting members," Still said. "The student is the very essence of the university."

The idea, however, has met opposition from those who say the board was never intended to be populated by constituents of the university. Placing a voting student on the board would open the door for other groups to ask for representation, said Mike Thomson, R-Maryville, chairman of the House Higher Education Committee and author of the bill that would allow two curators from a congressional district. Said Thomson: "If you have a student, should you not have maybe a parent? Or a teacher? Or someone from one of the booster groups?"

Blunt: Don't shut down the government

Steve Kraske. KC STAR PRIME BUZZ BLOG

With a possible government shutdown looming Friday, Republican Sen. Roy Blunt of Missouri issued this statement this afternoon:

“A government shutdown is not the answer. Senate Democrats’ unwillingness to come to the table to make real budget cuts is not a responsible solution.

“Make no mistake - we’re in this predicament because Senate Democrats abdicated their duties and failed to pass a budget last year.

“Congressman Ryan’s plan puts solutions above politics and takes on the crippling debt that threatens America’s jobs creation and future prosperity.”

Rep. Akin, others from region, ponder fiscal solutions as federal shutdown looms

BY BILL LAMBRECHT> STLtoday.com | Posted: Tuesday, April 5, 2011 2:39 pm

WASHINGTON - As a potential candidate in Missouri's 2012 Senate race, Rep. Todd Akin has plenty to think about with the confluence of weighty fiscal matters in Congress.

None is more pressing than an elusive budget deal to avert the so-called government shutdown that may or may not occur starting at midnight Friday.

Akin, R-Town & Country, was one of just two House Republicans from Missouri and southern Illinois to vote against the present extension. (The other was freshman Rep. Billy Long of Springfield.)

This time around, Akin said he might be persuaded to accept an extension if it meets his conditions.

The main condition, he said, is a provision that would fund the Pentagon for the rest of the fiscal year, wording that would be coupled with billions more in spending cuts.

Akin noted in an interview this afternoon that threatened lapses in Defense Department spending amounted to his biggest concern last time around. He said the stop-gaps are harmful to Pentagon contractors, and he listed several in the St. Louis region that have complained to him.

"If that objection is taken care of and we have to just go week by week and cut more money out of the budget," that's okay with me," he said.

Akin and other conservatives in the House also could be dealing soon with a critical vote on raising the debt ceiling.Treasury Secretary Tim Geithner said in a letter Monday that the U.S. will reach its $14.3 trillion cap on borrowing "no later than May 16."

In addition, Akin, a member of the House Budget Committee, took part today in the roll-out of a far-reaching proposal by House Republicans to slash $6.2 trillion from spending over the next decade.

Among its features, the plan would redraw Medicare, convert Medicaid to state grants and drop the ceiling on corporate income taxes from 35 percent to 25 percent.

Akin said he supported the reduction in corporate tax rates along with the elimination of various tax loopholes.

"You would not be able to get all kinds of corporate lawyers in a room to evade taxes...We have the second highest corporate rate in the world, and this gets it down to where it's reasonable," he said.

"It's an honest look at where we are at in the country and it's an adult conversation," he said.

Politicians in Washington of all stripes have used the phrase "adult conversation" to describe what is needed to avoid the impending shutdown -- which actually is a curtailment of government services.

With negotiations fruitless thus far, Akin's and other congressional offices received shutdown guidance today titled Legislative Operations in a Lapse in Appropriations.

The document from the Committee on House Administration, essentially tells offices that they must make the same decision federal agencies would make about who is an "essential" employee who would continue on the payroll.

The document, read closely by those working in Congress, asks this question: "What factors should an office use in determining which employees to furlough?"

The answer? "It is up to each employing authority to determine which positions in the office are associated with constitutional responsibilities, the protection of human life, or the protection of property," according to the guidance.

Members of Congress this afternoon were issuing statements about the potential shutdown.

Rep. Blaine Luetkemeyer, R-St. Elizabeth, said he is co-sponsoring legislation to make sure that the military gets paid in the event of a shut down.

"We cannot allow politics to get in the way of paying the salaries of our brave men and women in uniform, who put their lives on the line each day to protect our nation," he said. 

Sen. Roy Blunt, R-Mo., said: A government shutdown is not the answer. Senate Democrats' unwillingness to come to the table to make real budget cuts is not a responsible solution. Make no mistake - we're in this predicament because Senate Democrats abdicated their duties and failed to pass a budget last year."

Steve Tomaszewski, spokesman for Rep. John Shimkus, R-Collinsville, said: "The Congressman is fully aware of the consequences of a government shutdown. However, with $14 trillion in debt and ever-growing annual deficits, major cuts must be made to right the ship of federal spending." 

Blunt to co-chair conservative policy group

David Goldstein. KC STAR PRIME BUZZ BLOG

Missouri Sen. Roy Blunt has become one of three new co-chairs of the Senate’s Values Action team, a group of Republican lawmakers that works closely with social conservative groups on legislation.

“Traditional values are fundamental to America’s very foundation, and I look forward to working together with my Senate colleagues and pro-family groups as we address the critical issues facing Missouri and the nation,” Blunt said in a statement.

The other co-chairs are Sens. Kelly Ayotte of New Hampshire and Marco Rubio of Florida. All three are freshmen.

Peter Kinder will repay Missouri for hotel bills in St. Louis 

BY REBECCA BERG • and JAKE WAGMAN • STLtoday.com | Posted: Wednesday, April 6, 2011 12:00 am 

JEFFERSON CITY • Missouri Lt. Gov. Peter Kinder says his campaign will repay the state for more than $35,000 in hotel bills in response to a Post-Dispatch story that revealed taxpayers picked up his tab while he attended sporting events, society galas and Tea Party rallies in and around St. Louis.

"We're voluntarily making this payment. It is not required by law," Kinder said in a press conference on Tuesday. "I want to go beyond what is required to put this behind me."

Kinder said he had directed the state to use half of the money to support school dropout prevention programs, and the other half to supplement funding to a mentoring program for children with incarcerated parents. It will be the Legislature's decision to honor that request, or not.

The newspaper reported Sunday that Kinder — a Republican widely expected to run for governor next year — spent an average of more than one night per week over the last five years at a hotel in St. Louis or St. Louis County courtesy of state taxpayers.

Those trips included mundane duties such as ribbon cuttings and award programs, but also charity balls hosted by his campaign contributors, a World Series party and the wedding of a political friend.

On three occasions, Kinder charged the state to attend Tea Party events — including one at which he was introduced as "our next governor." Footage from another event Kinder charged taxpayers to attend is posted on his campaign website.

On Monday, Kinder announced that his campaign would rent a condominium — a two-bedroom unit in Richmond Heights — that he would use for both official and political business. On Tuesday, Kinder said his campaign would take the additional step of writing a check to the state for $35,050 — the exact figure cited by the Post-Dispatch as the cost of more than 300 hotel stays in the St. Louis area for which Kinder has billed taxpayers since 2006.

Kinder told reporters that he "will never apologize" for his trips to St. Louis and that the check he would write to the state next week from his campaign coffers was not an indication of wrongdoing.

"I seek to move this nimbus off the horizon, and let's get to the real issues that concern this state," Kinder said.

Neither the repayment to the state nor the new condo lease will make much of a dent in Kinder's robust campaign account. Since January alone, he has raised more than $650,000.

When in St. Louis, Kinder stayed most frequently at the Chase Park Plaza, the luxury hotel in the Central West End, and the Four Seasons, which shares a building with the Lumière Casino downtown. Although Kinder received a discounted government rate — usually about $120 — the amount of money he spent on hotel rooms in Missouri dwarfed that of his predecessor, as well as other statewide elected officials.

In addition to hotel stays in St. Louis, Kinder also billed the state about $9,800 since 2006 for approximately 90 trips to other cities, including Kansas City and Springfield. Kinder made no comments about returning money spent on those trips.

Kinder has maintained that all of his publicly funded travel was directly related to his government duties and that none of the trips was made for campaign purposes, at least not primarily.

"We had a strict rule," Kinder said.

He did acknowledge, though, that "after-hours functions" were not uncommon when his travel was "otherwise official business."

The Missouri Democratic Party raised questions on Tuesday about one of those outings, a political event that Kinder attended while charging taxpayers for lodging.

In October 2009, Kinder billed the state for a room at the Chase on the same night he emceed a campaign fundraiser for Auditor Tom Schweich.

Kinder's office confirmed that he had attended the Schweich fundraiser but said that the lieutenant governor had also attended a parish festival the same day, as well as a breakfast meeting the next morning regarding urban issues. Neither of those events appears on his expense report for the week in question.

Bill Kenney, Kinder's chief of staff, said that the lieutenant governor's official schedule listed more events than the ones listed on expense reports and invoices. However, Kenney said, the state Office of Administration has lost all records of Kinder's calendars prior to June 2009.

The Office of Administration could not immediately determine the veracity of that claim, said Renee Slusher, the office's deputy commissioner. However, Slusher was able to produce at least one record from before June 2009. That document detailed a meeting on July 2, 2008.

Kinder's travel habits have given fresh ammunition to Missouri Democrats, who only last month were reeling from their own travel controversy surrounding U.S. Sen. Claire McCaskill's taxpayer-funded use of her private airplane and her failure to pay taxes on it. On Tuesday, Democrats called for an investigation into Kinder's use of taxpayer dollars to fund an "extravagant personal lifestyle."

"It's now clear that Peter Kinder will do anything to continue attending fancy parties and swanky events," said Matt Teter, executive director of the state Democratic Party, "as long as he doesn't have to pay for it himself."

Public employees are prohibited from using state resources for personal or political purposes. According to Missouri regulations, the state government will foot the bill for travel only if "limited to those expenses authorized and essential for transacting official business of the state."

But elected officials such as Kinder, who are the bosses of their departments, have discretion to define what is considered official business.

Kinder defended his use of taxpayer resources, citing two reviews of his office by former state Auditor Susan Montee, now the chairman of the state Democratic Party.

One of Montee's audits, in 2007, questioned Kinder's use of his state-owned vehicle for personal use. Last year, another audit criticized Kinder for "numerous mathematical errors and inconsistencies" in leave and compensation time records, as well as lack of independent approval when inputting purchases into the state's accounting system.

Jake Wagman reported for this story from St. Louis.

Posted on Tue, Apr. 05, 2011 

Missouri lieutenant governor defends lodging but will reimburse state

By JASON NOBLE
The Star’s Jefferson City correspondent 

JEFFERSON CITY | Missouri Lt. Gov. Peter Kinder said Tuesday he would reimburse the state for $35,000 in hotel expenses but defended the sometimes posh lodging as proper and related to official state business.

“I do not want the slightest taint of suspicion to attach to my name and my public service,” Kinder said. “I’m willing to go beyond what’s required to move this issue off the table and get on to the real issues that confront this state.”

Kinder made the announcement two days after a story in the St. Louis Post-Dispatch that revealed that since 2006 he had billed the state for 329 nights at St. Louis-area hotels, including the Four Seasons.

The newspaper reported that Kinder had stayed in hotels far more often than previous lieutenant governors and other statewide elected officials. It also showed that many of the trips coincided with political and personal events but sometimes without appointments on his office calendar.

Kinder, a Republican, has been lieutenant governor since 2005 and is widely expected to challenge Gov. Jay Nixon, a Democrat, for the governor’s office in 2012. 

Kinder insisted Tuesday that every trip he has taken on the taxpayers’ dime was connected to his official duties as lieutenant governor and that his staff has kept “copious” records separating official duties from political activities.

But Bill Kenney, Kinder’s chief of staff, said scheduling records no longer existed from before mid-2009, likely making many of his claims impossible to verify.

The Kinder campaign will write a check — “that we don’t need to write,” he said — to the state to allay any concerns and resolve the matter. 

In a news conference, Kinder said his campaign would pay $35,050, the amount cited by the Post-Dispatch, but Kenney later said Kinder was working with the state’s Office of Administration to determine exactly how much should be repaid. 

Whatever the total ultimately is, Kinder said he wanted the state to divide the money between a dropout prevention program in St. Louis and a mentoring program for children with incarcerated parents.

However, he cannot direct the funds to such specific programs, said state Budget Director Linda Luebbering. Instead, Kinder’s check will be deposited into the state’s general revenue fund and it will be up to the General Assembly to appropriate additional funds to those programs.

Kinder said this week his campaign would rent a condominium in St. Louis, which he would use for future overnight trips. 

Democrats have latched onto the issue, criticizing Kinder’s actions and releasing documents they contend undermine his defenses.

“Peter Kinder is making Missourians pay for him to basically live in luxury hotels and casinos so he can attend political fundraisers and fancy parties, but he insists he’s doing nothing wrong,” said Matt Teter, executive director of the state Democratic Party. “The people of Missouri deserve better.”

Democrats highlighted Kinder’s stay at the Chase Park Plaza Hotel in St. Louis on Oct. 4, 2009 — the same day he emceed a fundraiser for then-state auditor candidate Tom Schweich. Kinder billed the state for the hotel room but reported no events or appointments related to his official duties on his expense report.

Kenney countered that Kinder attended a church festival in St. Louis in his official capacity on the afternoon of Oct. 4 and met with urban leaders on the morning of Oct. 5.

The fracas over Kinder’s hotel bills follows controversies over air travel by Nixon and U.S. Sen. Claire McCaskill.

Nixon has been criticized for billing state agencies for excessive air travel as governor. On Tuesday, state Republicans also called on Nixon to follow Kinder’s lead and reimburse the state for his air travel.

BREAKFAST BUZZ: Wednesday, April 6

Steve Kraske. KC STAR PRIME BUZZ BLOG

E-tax: The aftermath…..Kinder fallout….Gov’t Shutdown looming?….Yoder weighs in to help the troops….Missouri’s first lady visits….
E-tax now…and forever?

Kansas City voters: Not just yes. Hell yes.

E-tax opponents have warned for weeks that they expected to get swamped — despite raising and spending $600K in about seven weeks.

But even they might be shocked a bit this morning at losing 3-1. And the Northland? Kansas Citians in Clay and Platte Counties approved the tax by more than 2-1.

Jeff Roe and friends have said they still want to make the tax an issue, and mayor-elect Sly James has said he wants to examine the city’s revenue structure.

But who can argue with a tax that 1)raises a boatload of cash, and 2)is paid by lots of people who don’t actually live in the city?

About 1 person in five can argue with that, actually.

(Breakfast Buzz will also tip our cap at Pat Gray and Steve Glorioso, who spent $1.1 million in the winning effort.)

Is Kinder’s nightmare over?

Not if Democrats can help it. They’re going to be flanning the flames of this puppy just as hard as Republicans fanned it (and continue to) over the Claire McCaskill plane flap.

Kinder has repaid the state $35,000 for all those (mostly) St. Louis hotel overnights. He insisted Tuesday that he did nothing wrong and that it was all about state business.

That could be a key going forward. If Democrats can show that some of those visits were for personal or political purposes — and that state tax dollars should not have been used — the tiff may continue.

Still, Kinder’s paying that $35K (with campaign funds) takes some of the bite out of the story.

Damage to his burgeoning gubernatorial campaign? Yea, there’s been some. He came off as more defensive than gubernatorial.

One thing he and McCaskill have going for them as they gear up for ‘12 races: They have lots of time to move past their respective travel-gates.

Shut it down

Lots of hand-wringing, lots of finger-pointing — already — over the possibility of a federal government shutdown at week’s end.

The deadline: midnight Friday.

Expect the rhetorical debate to heat up today and ratchet up day by day as that deadline nears.

Yoder weighs in

We’re not convinced that soldiers’ pay will be cut off if the government shuts down.

But in case it is, Kansas Congressman Kevin Yoder stepped in Tuesday with a plan. 

Yoder delivered a letter, supported by 80 other members, calling on the Senate to act to keep those government pay checks flowing to military members.

“Our men and women in uniform are bravely putting themselves in harm’s way in service to our country. It would be would be a complete abdication of our duties as a Congress if the Senate fails to pass a funding bill, preventing soldiers and their families from being paid.

“Our troops should not be used as political pawns in any policy debate.”

First Lady wants YOU, and you and you… to grow gardens

At 3:30 p.m. Wednesday, Missouri first lady Georganne Nixon will tour Calvary Temple Baptist Church in Kansas City with a simple message.

Grow tomatoes. And pumpkins. And squash and stuff.

The church is the site of a large urban garden project. 

Nixon will tour the garden and will plant vegetables with school-aged children.

The address: 2940 Holmes St.

Mo. senator delays vote on health tax extensions 
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- A Missouri senator pushing for broader changes to the health care system has delayed a vote on legislation needed to secure about $3 billion annually for the state's Medicaid program

At issue is legislation extending for five years a series of special health care taxes that are scheduled to expire Sept. 30. The taxes on hospitals, nursing homes, pharmacists and others are used to draw down federal Medicaid money that is then paid to those health care providers through various programs.

Some senators argue the tax extensions are essential for the Medicaid program and Missouri's budget.

But Republican Sen. Rob Schaaf (shahf), of St. Joseph, prevented the bill from reaching a vote Tuesday. Schaaf is pushing several proposals, including one requiring estimated health-care costs to be posted online.

---

Health tax bill is SB322.

Online:

Legislature: http://www.moga.mo.gov 

House seeks to reign in Housing Development Commission

BY REBECCA BERG  STLtoday.com | Posted: Tuesday, April 5, 2011 5:20 pm

JEFFERSON CITY - The House took a substantive step today toward reigning in what some lawmakers have called a "rogue" agency, as legislators offered first-round approval to a measure that would make the Missouri Housing Development Commission subject to state appropriations.

The legislation, which was backed by a voice vote, would require that the commission's budget be evaluated each year as part of the state's larger spending plan. Currently, the commission manages its money absent of legislative oversight.

"They operate outside the reasonable review of the budgetary process," said Rep. Chris Kelly, the bill's sponsor. "These are tax dollars, and we out to exercise reasonable budgetary control over their administrative budget."

Kelly, D-Columbia, said his bill would "bring this rogue agency under control."

One recent event in particular led some lawmakers to question whether the degree of fiscal independence enjoyed by the commission has emboldened it to abuse its power.

When the Housing Development Commission gave its annual approval earlier this month to state tax credits supporting specific housing projects, members of the commission voted to block input from Sen. Kurt Schaefer, R-Columbia, chairman of the Senate Appropriations Committee.

At the time, Schaefer criticized the commission harshly for its actions.

"We're starting to see an absolute disregard for statute and the Legislature," Schaefer said in an interview after the meeting. "The board has become nothing more than a mouthpiece in carrying out what one person on the board wants."

The latest iteration of the bill is watered down somewhat from the plan some legislators were promoting, which would have moved the commission to Jefferson City, in addition to placing the state in charge of the commission's budget. Currently, the commission has offices in Kansas City and St. Louis.

Representatives ultimately deemed that punishment too harsh and too costly, though, and scaled back the bill.  

The bill will likely come before the House for final approval later this week.

Schools face cliff as education money dries up 

By SEAN CAVANAGH and HEATHER HOLLINGSWORTH 
Education Week and Associated Press
As lawmakers around the country debate their states' budgets, they're staring over the edge of a massive fiscal cliff - the point where about $100 billion in federal stimulus money for education will run out.
The end of that money will compound states' severe budget woes and likely lead to thousands of layoffs and the elimination of popular school programs around the country.

The bulk of the money, part of $814 billion provided under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act passed in 2009, went to save the jobs of teachers and other school employees, as state and local revenue dried up during the prolonged economic downturn. Lawmakers in many states drew criticism for making deep cuts in state education spending and replacing the money with stimulus dollars, thus avoiding cuts elsewhere in their budgets.

States are required to have spent most of their education stimulus money by September, and most will burn through it by the end of the current academic year, budget officials say.

And while state economies are showing signs of life, tax revenue is not increasing fast enough to make up the loss.

"It's not like that money was the icing on the cake," said Michael Griffith, a senior policy analyst at the Education Commission of the States, in Denver. "It was the cake."

Officials in some states saw the cliff coming from the start and encouraged districts to use stimulus money in ways that would not produce ongoing costs they could not cover when the emergency aid ran out, such as temporary tutors or improvements to buildings to make them more accessible for students with disabilities.

"There was a lot of caution about people employing folks, because when that money is gone, it's gone," said Ray Lankford, Missouri's Deputy Commissioner of Education. "A lot of them did program improvements and short-term employment to address specific issues."

While Congress tried to cushion the blow for states through its approval last year of a $10 billion Education Jobs Fund, state officials say that money is not enough to replace the lost stimulus dollars.

The situation is compounded by a reluctance to raise taxes in many states.

In Florida, freshman Republican Gov. Rick Scott's budget for fiscal 2011-12 would cut state K-12 spending from $17.3 billion to $16.5 billion, a decrease of about 5 percent. The end of $872 million in stimulus money would boost that cut to roughly 10 percent compared with the current year.

The combined weight of those state and federal cuts would force Florida's Volusia County school district to cut an estimated 900 employees, said Margaret A. Smith, the system's superintendent. The 62,000-student district has cut 1,500 positions and $75 million from its budget in the past two years.

Further cuts will hit programs in art, music, and physical education, as well as extracurricular and sports programs, she said.

In Ohio, Gov. John Kasich has proposed increasing state aid for schools by 1 percent to 2 percent for each of the next two years. The evaporation of federal stimulus money will mean a net decrease of 5 percent to 6 percent below current levels, said David Varda, the executive director of the Ohio Association of School Business Officials.

Of about $100 billion in total education-focused stimulus aid, about $79 billion was devoted to K-12 programs. The biggest chunk went to help states restore school programs cut because of the recession. Smaller portions went to special education programs and federal Title I programs for poor children.

The stimulus money also paid for competitive programs aimed at fueling innovative reforms, most notably the $4.35 billion Race to the Top program.

But the vast majority of the money was designed to save jobs. The U.S. Department of Education has estimated that the stimulus funds saved some 368,000 school-related jobs during the 2009-10 school year.

Education is "a worker-intensive business," Griffith said. "If you're cutting positions, you're cutting programs."

In Tennessee, districts used the federal money in part to add employees, particularly instructional and curricular coaches, said Amanda Anderson, a spokeswoman for the state Department of Education.

Massachusetts strongly encouraged districts to use at least 50 percent of their Title I money on "strategic investments" that would leave long-term benefits for students, said J.C. Considine, a spokesman for the state Department of Elementary and Secondary Education.

Wyoming, a state insulated from much of the recent economic pain by its strong energy industry, is actually planning to return $10 million of the $82 million in stabilization money, said Jeanne Norman of the state's Office of State Lands and Investments.

A few Wyoming districts have used stimulus money to pay for teaching jobs, but more of them have spent it on computer software, student programs, and building maintenance.

Idaho's stimulus funding saved jobs and restored work days that school employees were going to take off through furloughs, said Melissa McGrath, a spokeswoman for the state Education Department. But districts also bought classroom materials, computer software and remediation services for students, which will help in the post-stimulus era, she said.

Nearly every state will use the $10 billion Education Jobs Fund approved last year to make up for the loss of stimulus money. One exception is South Carolina, which did not receive its $140 million share because of large cuts the state made to higher education, which violated the law's requirement to maintain spending in that area.

Texas has seen a much larger chunk of jobs aid, $830 million, blocked because state officials have not been able to promise they would meet congressional rules for maintaining future K-12 spending. The 2010 stimulus requires assurances that the state won't cut its own education spending in response to the federal money, and Texas has taken that requirement to federal court.

The state faces an estimated $27 billion, two-year budget shortfall that could cost as many as 65,000 school employees their jobs, the Texas Association of School Administrators estimates.

States that have received education jobs money appear to be on very different schedules for spending it - which by law they can do this academic year or next.

Missouri has not yet spent any of its $190 million share but is counting on it to make up for shrunken state revenues and the stimulus gap, as is New Jersey, which saved its share to cover the coming academic year.

In Idaho, 50 of the 115 school districts have drawn down a combined $5 million of the state's $51.6 million allotment. State officials have proposed K-12 budget cuts for next year, so the remaining money is expected to help make up some of the loss. Massachusetts' school districts so far have spent about half the state's $204 million jobs money.

Iowa will receive $97 million through the federal Education Jobs Fund. But that's small compared to the stimulus money that saved an estimated 3,500 jobs, said Jeff Berger, the chief financial officer and government-relations coordinator for the state Education Department.

---

Cavanagh reported from Washington, and Hollingsworth reported from Kansas City, Mo. Also contributing to this report were Associated Press writers Geoff Mulvihill in Trenton, N.J.; Jessie L. Bonner in Boise, Idaho; Bob Moen in Cheyenne, Wyo.; Steve LeBlanc in Boston; and Seanna Adcox in Columbia, S.C.; and Education Week Assistant Editor Michele McNeil.

Education committee hears bullying bills including Lampe’s, Weter’s

SPRINGFIELD NEWS-LEADER  Posted on April 5, 2011 by Roseann Moring 

JEFFERSON CITY — The House Education Committee heard a trio of bills today that address the subject of bullying.
Rep. Sara Lampe, D-Springfield, has pushed a proposal for years that would require schools to create an anti-bullying policy that has a list of a protected classes, such as race or sexual orientation.

The committee also heard a similar bill from Rep. Ray Weter, R-Nixa, and one that addresses cyberbullying.

Though the committee heard all three bills at once, witnesses generally broke into two categories: those who are for enumeration, led by Lampe, and those who are not, led by Rep. Sue Allen, R-Town and Country.

Weter said he was convinced that research shows that students feel safer and experience less bullying at schools with an enumerated policy.

Opponents say they believe it excludes some students who are being bullied for a reason not on the list.

Mo. lawmakers call for stiffer anti-bullying rules 
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- Several Missouri lawmakers say the state should strengthen its laws against bullying in schools and expand them to include cyberbullying.

House Republican Sue Allen, of St. Louis County, says districts should have policies against cyberbullying, in which students send hurtful text messages, emails or web postings to other students. Allen said during a committee hearing Tuesday that such bullying is just as hurtful as physical or in-person intimidation.

Springfield Democrat Sara Lampe and Nixa Republican Ray Weter (WEET'-ur) say on-campus anti-bullying laws should also be changed.

Lampe says the laws should specifically protect students who are bullied because of gender, race, religion or sexual orientation. Weter's bill would allow victims of bullying to take legal action against the person intimidating them.

---

School Bullying bills are HB273 (cyberbullying), HB460 (bullying of protected classes) and HB829 (school bullying)

Online:

Legislature: http://www.moga.mo.gov 

Posted on Tue, Apr. 05, 2011 

KC district wants to bring shuttered schools back to life

By JOE ROBERTSON
The Kansas City Star 

Thirty-eight schools.

Thirty-eight.
That’s how many vacant Kansas City School District buildings need new lives.

Area districts such as Blue Valley, North Kansas City and Lee’s Summit don’t have that many working schools.

No wonder Shannon Jaax is nervous.

Kansas City began holding public meetings this week on “repurposing” the old schools, and Jaax, the board’s hired “repurposer,” is wondering …

“What kind of interest are we going to get? Will people be participating in the process?”

About 100 people came to the first meeting Monday, getting an early look at the enormous tasks ahead.

The number of sites more than doubled over the summer when the district closed 21 schools, drawing even more Kansas City neighborhoods into a maze of complications:

•State law won’t allow the school board to easily follow community preferences on sales and leases.

•The buildings are owned by a third party — the School District of Kansas City, Mo., Building Corp. — limiting the board’s flexibility in making leases.

•Longstanding rivalries between the district and charter and private schools continue to infect discussions.

•An ailing economy threatens to chill opportunities. Several previously sold schools stand idle.

However, the district has never before mounted such a comprehensive campaign around its vacant property. And the size of the first crowd was encouraging, Jaax said.

“I’m really excited to see all of you here,” she said.

After informational meetings this week, the district will begin site tours. By May the process will start overlapping with community meetings for specific sites, where eager buyers or renters can make their cases. For instance, Academie Lafayette charter school has plans for Longan, and Westside Housing Organization has had plans for the former West High complex.

“We’re trying to accommodate schedules,” Jaax said. “We don’t want to miss out on opportunities to reuse sites.”

Eight sites are not part of the full repurposing process because the district is holding them in reserve, though there may be opportunities for temporary community uses.

Although urgent proposals agreeable to the community could be fast-tracked, Jaax and the board are aiming for a bigger-picture approach. They expect to use site meetings not so much to judge specific plans but to hear community ideas about the uses they would like for each school.

Then, over the summer, they will put together a community advisory team and a technical advisory team to build a strategy taking in all the sites.

Ideally, communities will think creatively and openly, she said.

“We don’t want people to zero in — ding, ding, ding — and say this is the only thing we can consider,” Jaax said.

It’s going to be hard navigating all the rules.

The school board will have more discretion in selling property for public use to buyers considered to be community groups and any governmental entities located inside the district boundaries.

But other sales would have to go through a state-licensed real estate broker on commission or be sold to the highest bidder. If the board and neighborhood oppose the high bidder, the board’s only recourse is to throw out the bids and start over.

School boards are dealing “with competing interests,” said Susan Goldammer, an attorney for the Missouri School Boards’ Association.

“Neighborhoods are sensitive,” she said. “People are nervous and they love to hand-pick their neighbors. But taxpayers deserve to reap the best financial returns possible.”

The Kansas City school board’s repurposing policy stakes out several provisions to try to control what happens to the properties, including looking for opportunities to build in buy-back clauses or use leases to essentially undo deals that go awry.

Boards can build in contingencies, Goldammer said, though it can also make it harder to find willing buyers.

There is always potential frustration, she said, because “you can never guarantee what a new buyer is going to do.”

Or what a buyer ultimately can do.

In some cases, development plans for sold buildings have stalled because economic pressures have made it more difficult to get financing. In fall 2007, thrilled members of the Squier Park Neighborhood Association were endorsing either of two competing developers proposing shops, offices and outdoor dining venues for the old Faxon school on Paseo.

“It was an exciting time,” neighborhood association board member Howard Townsend recalled. “Once it was inked, they forgot all about that.”

The plans fell through. Subsequent plans from the new owners met with objections and the school remains a shell 3 1/2 years later.

When the school board began its discussions about its repurposing approach, it looked to leasing as a strategy to hedge against ideas that go bad.

It may work in some cases, but the district’s nonprofit building corporation owns the buildings until bonds expire in 2014. Until then, the board can’t lease buildings to for-profit entities because the bonds have to keep their nonprofit status, Jaax said. And any sales will have to at least match fair-market value.

It also remains to be seen just how amenable the repurposing process will be to reusing the buildings as non-district schools.

The board’s policy guidelines state that it will consider proposals from other educational service providers, but they have to have a “proven academic track record and an effective educational program” that complements district schools and programs.

The board is looking to John Covington’s administration to suggest how those criteria will be judged. Covington, in a recent board meeting, said his administration was open to charters but would have a critical eye.

“We are for good schools, period,” he said. “Families should get the best possible education wherever they can get it.

“But,” he added, “we do not support the efforts of anyone who, under the guise of being a friend, is actually a foe … who is more interested in getting a building and would continue to splinter the district. That will not happen under our watch.”

Overall, interest is high, Jaax said. That’s reason for hope.

Her office has collected close to 80 inquiries proposing reuses for schools. About half of the schools have been mentioned, she said. Architect groups, student researchers and community organizations have weighed in.

“We’ve got a really great opportunity ahead of us,” Jaax said. “We’ve got to do it.”



Information session 
Today: 5:30 p.m., Manual Career and Technical Center, 1215 Truman Road 

Site tours, first round 
Tuesday: 5:30 p.m., Longan, 3421 Cherry St.

April 14: 5:30 p.m., Franklin, 3400 Highland Ave.

April 16: 9 a.m., Westport Middle and High, (starting at Middle) 300 E. 39th St.

April 19: 5:30 p.m., Chick, 4101 E. 53rd St.

April 21: 5:30 p.m., Marlborough, 1300 E. 75th St.

April 26: 5:30 p.m., Woodland, 711 Woodland Ave.

April 28: 5:30 p.m., Dunbar, 5419 E. 36th St.

April 30: 9 a.m., Douglass, West and Switzer Annex (starting at Douglass) 2640 Belleview Ave.

On the web 
www.kcmsd.net; click on “repurposing information”

Authorities target synthetic drugs 

Kim Norvell St. Joseph News-Press 

POSTED: 4:07 pm CDT April 5, 2011UPDATED: 9:48 pm CDT April 5, 2011
Synthetic drugs are once again in the spotlight as investigators served search warrants Tuesday at three local businesses that are suspected of processing, selling and distributing synthetic and imitation drugs. 

Investigators from the Buchanan County Sheriff’s Department and the St. Joseph Police Department served warrants at Cloud 9, 511 S. Belt Highway; Smokerz Outlet, 1601 Frederick Ave.; and Prince Foodmart (Woody’s), 1334 Frederick Ave. Det. Sgt. Eric Protzman said 300 to 400 packages of “potentially controlled narcotics,” mainly imitation marijuana, were seized from each store. 

Two subjects, including a clerk and a store owner, were arrested Tuesday on an investigation for possession of imitation controlled drugs with the intent to deliver. Evidence was collected from each store and additional suspects are being sought. 

Last year, undercover detectives bought the substances in order to have them tested at the Missouri State Highway Patrol lab before serving arrest warrants. Mr. Protzman said investigators seized products Tuesday that previously had tested positive as controlled substances, as well as items meant to mimic marijuana, which are illegal under Missouri Statute 195.242. 

“While some of it may not be the controlled product ... it still creates the high and still makes these kids sick,” Mr. Protzman said. 

This is the beginning of a joint effort aimed at reducing the availability of synthetic drugs as well as prosecuting those possessing and distributing the substances.

Carter County, Mo., sheriff resigns following meth charges

Wednesday, April 6, 2011
By Michelle Friedrich ~ Daily American Republic

VAN BUREN, Mo. -- The Carter County Commission unanimously approved the resignation of Sheriff Tommy Adams on Tuesday after the sheriff was jailed on a drug distribution charge. 

After calling the meeting to order, Presiding Commissioner John Bailiff said he had a resignation letter from Adams. 

A motion was made to enter closed session. Discussion reportedly surrounded the appointment of an interim sheriff. 

The commissioners and County Clerk Becky Simpson Gibbs initially met with Coroner Dennis McSpadden, who has been the acting sheriff since Adams' arrest Saturday by the Missouri State Highway Patrol on a warrant charging him with distribution of methamphetamine. 

A few minutes later the commissioners called in Rick Stephens, a Van Buren police officer appointed by McSpadden to serve as the chief deputy for sheriff's department. 

Adams, 31, of Ellsinore, Mo., remains in the Cape Girardeau County Jail on a $250,000 cash-only bond. 

Hey big government: Don't tread on my government-mandated license plate!

Jason Noble. KC STAR PRIME BUZZ BLOG

JEFFERSON CITY | If you’re angry about government overreaching into your private life, taking your money and placing its stamp on your private property, the Missouri House has the perfect state-mandated, government-regulated badge of compliance for you.

That’s right: a Gadsden Flag-inspired “Don’t Tread on Me” vanity license plate!

The House this afternoon approved a bill to create the plate. And make no mistake, it’s just what every big-government-wary patriot has been waiting for!

The custom-made, fully-reflective square of Big Brother-mandated sheet metal will bear “letters or numbers or a combination thereof as determined by the advisory committee established in section 301.129.”

It’ll be “aesthetically attractive, as prescribed by section 301.130.”

Freedom lovers can freely and without coercion “make application for the special license plates on a form provided by the director of revenue.”

Awww, yeah! It’s like a screaming eagle of freedom, soaring straight from the DMV to your front bumper at the speed of liberty.

Missouri's first unclaimed property kiosk unveiled in Columbia

COLUMBIA MISSOURIAN  By Ann Elise Taylor
April 5, 2011 | 4:42 p.m. CDT

COLUMBIA — Missouri State Treasurer Clint Zweifel visited the Columbia License Office on Tuesday morning to unveil the state’s first prototype of a kiosk he hopes will help Missourians collect unclaimed property more efficiently.

According to Missouri statutes, unclaimed property is any property that has been dormant for five years or more that has been turned over to the state by financial institutions, government agencies, businesses and other organizations.

Approximately one in 10 Missourians has unclaimed property, which amounts to a total value of $600 million statewide, according to a release from Zweifel’s office.

“(Unclaimed property) could be an old safe deposit box, savings account or checking account, an escrow account, a life insurance policy,” Zweifel said.

The kiosk, which has been in the license office since January, consists of a touch screen that allows users to type in their names to see whether or not they have unclaimed property. Its location was selected so Missourians waiting in line for other state services have the opportunity to make their time more useful by searching for unclaimed property as well, Zweifel said.

Since the kiosk has been in Columbia, it has allowed $5,700 to be returned to residents, with an average amount of $55 returned, according to a release from Zweifel's office.

Implementing this new technology accomplishes several things, Zweifel said.

“First of all, it promotes unclaimed property so that more Missourians know about it and are willing to check our website,” Zweifel said. “Secondly, it helps us with lower dollar claims. So, we have a lot of individuals who, in the past, wouldn’t process or collect that $25 or $40 claim because they thought, ‘Oh, it’s too much work.’ Well, now it’s even easier for them to do so.”

The kiosk also allows Missourians to submit their information to an unclaimed property e-mail alert system, which notifies residents if lost or forgotten assets come into the state’s possession.

“The idea is that we want to be proactive with this and make sure that we hold on to that property for as little as possible and get it back to Missourians,” Zweifel said.

Claiming property is free of charge, Zweifel said. He added the kiosk is paid for out of the unclaimed property fund and therefore does not compete with general revenue used for state services such as education or highway construction.

“We approach this from a place of fiscal conservatism that says, you know, let’s return more property and spend less doing it,” Zweifel said.

Another kiosk will be put in the Truman Building in Jefferson City in the near future, Zweifel said. Based on the results of the kiosks, more might be placed throughout the state.

“We’re trying to make sure that we do everything to promote the program and the technology to really bring that money back to individuals … This is taxpayers’ money, and it’s our responsibility to get this money back to taxpayers,” Zweifel said. “This helps us do it faster.”

Debt Collection Company Fights Off Missouri AG -- Again

RIVERFRONT TIMES   By Sarah Fenske, Tue., Apr. 5 2011 @ 3:00PM 

Deception? Unfair practices? The Missouri Court of Appeals' Eastern District says those may be A-OK for a Kansas City debt collection company targeted by Missouri Attorney General Chris Koster.

Why? Turns out that, per the court, the statute Koster was using to battle Professional Debt Management LLC simply doesn't apply in this case. Koster had attempted to stop the company from violating the state's Merchandising Practices Act -- but the appellate court agreed with a previous dismissal by the circuit court, saying that the law only protects consumers from unfair practices connected with "the sale or advertisement of merchandise."

And, naturally, a debt collection agency doesn't ever make a sale to a consumer. It only goes after them -- sometimes, allegedly, unfairly and deceptively -- after being hired by a third party hoping to collect.

The unanimous decision was issued earlier today; a spokeswoman for Koster said the agency was reviewing its options and had no comment at this time.

The Better Business Bureau has given Professional Debt Management LLC an F. And Koster's suit, filed in 2009, alleges that the company kept pushing people to pay up -- even when they didn't owe anything. It also allegedly made "coercive threats," including warning its alleged victims that it could garnish their Social Security payments.

But the appeals court has now held that the state's Merchandising Practices Act, or MPA, can't be used to hold the company accountable. As the judges writes,

We acknowledge and commend the State's efforts to aggressively police the marketplace of trade and commerce. With our holding, we do not suggest that the actions alleged in the Petition are not actionable. However, we cannot undertake a legislative role and write into the MPA language that simply does not exist. We do not read the plain language of the MPA to provide that debt collection by a third party as alleged in the Petition is "in connection with" the sale of merchandise, and is included among the activities prohibited by the MPA.

Frankly, based on the judges' remarks, it sounds like this is something the Legislature ought to be looking into -- instead of (ahem) trying to overturn the will of dog-loving voters or targeting immigrants who want to learn how to drive. 

Anyone? Anyone?

Mo. grants $1M for trail projects 

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- Missouri is granting more than $1 million to recreational trail projects around the state.
The state Department of Natural Resources said Tuesday it has chosen several projects for funding through the federal Recreational Trails Program.

Among the recipients are the Finger Lakes State Park in Boone County in central Missouri, Johnson Shut-Ins State Park in eastern Missouri and Southwest City Parks and Recreation in McDonald County.

The recipients are expected to match at least 20 percent of the grant. A funding requirement also targets 30 percent of the funding for motorized trails, 30 percent for non-motorized trails and 40 percent for diversified trail use.

Zimmerman wins handily in St. Louis County assessor's race

By Jo Mannies, Beacon political reporter 
Updated 11:36 pm, Tue., 4.5.11 

In unofficial final election returns in St. Louis County tonight, Democrat Jake Zimmerman captured 63.67 percent (73,356 votes) to defeat GOP challenger L.K. "Chip" Wood, who garnered 36.15 percent (41,645 votes). The two had been vying to become the county's first elected assessor in 50 years.

Voter turnout in the county was 17 percent, slightly below pre-election estimates.

Several hundred Zimmerman supporters packed the bar for the candidate's victory party at the Seven Gables Inn in Clayton, giving him a rousing round of applause when he showed up shortly before 9 p.m.
Photo by Jo Mannies | Beacon staff

Jake Zimmerman arrives at the Seven Gables Inn on election night.

"It looks good, but it's early," said Zimmerman as he made the rounds shaking supporters' hands.
St. Louis County election officials said tallying was proceeding at a normal rate. But the Election Board's website was down most of the night, meaning that people generally could not monitor the results online. County Democratic elections director Joe Donahue blamed a new server.

The lack of online results prompted some county candidates to send emissaries to the board's headquarters in Maplewood to monitor the vote-counting in person.

Zimmerman, a state legislator from Olivette, will be the county's first elected assessor since 1960. The post subsequently had been an appointed one, until voters in the county and statewide supported Republican-led measures last year mandating that the assessor be elected.

Supporters say an elected assessor would make the office more responsive to county property owners, some of whom have contended for decades that the county's property assessments are too high compared to the rest of the state.

However, county Republicans appear to have failed to capitalize on that effort, from a political standpoint, with the defeat of Wood. (Click here for the Beacon's pre-election overview of the contest.)

St. Louis County Executive Charlie Dooley was among those at Zimmerman's party. He called Zimmerman's election "a big win for St. Louis County, and he is going to do a great job."

State Democratic Party vice chairman Bob Levine, committeeman for Lafayette Township, said that Zimmerman "gives us another solid official in the state's major metropolitan area."

In several key mayoral races in St. Louis County, final results showed:

* In Bellefontaine Neighbors, Robert J. Doerr won with 40.3 percent of the vote in a five-way contest;

* In Chesterfield, Bruce Geiger was the victor with 51.63 percent in the four-person race;

* In Florissant, Tom Schneider was the winner, with 37.42 percent in the six-person battle.

Click here to view St. Louis County's entire election results.

In St. Charles' contested mayoral race, incumbent Patti York lost to challenger Sally Faith. Faith won 52.2 percent (5,356 votes) to York's 47.49 percent (4,872 votes).

In O'Fallon, Mo., voters overwhelming supported Proposition S to ban smoking in public places. The vote was 7,217 (or 72.58 percent) in favor of the ban and 2,726 (or 27.42 percent) opposed.

Faith beats York in St. Charles mayoral race

BY MARK SCHLINKMANN • STLtoday.com | Posted: Tuesday, April 5, 2011 10:00 pm 

ST. CHARLES • State Rep. Sally Faith unseated three-term Mayor Patti York Tuesday despite the incumbent's fundraising advantage.

Unofficial final returns showed Faith with an edge of 52 percent to 47 percent.  Faith got 5,356 votes and York 4,872.

"This election proves that money doesn’t win an election," Faith, 65, said Tuesday night. "I guess I was sort of the underdog."

The most recent fundraising reports showed Faith raising less than $13,000 and York raising about $60,000.  York's total included money raised since her last re-election in 2007, some of which was donated to other candidates in previous years.

Faith cited her campaign’s get-out-the-vote efforts and the coffee meetings she’s had at her home every Saturday since announcing her candidacy in November. That was shortly after winning re-election to the House seat she now will be giving up.

Gov. Jay Nixon has authority to call a special election to fill the remainder of Faith’s House term.

Faith cited two issues as resonating with voters — York’s support for the city’s $235,000 buyout last fall of the city’s longtime finance director and ending tax rebates this year for many older residents.

York, 59, could not be reached for comment.

During the campaign, she touted accomplishments such as the building of the city’s long-sought convention center, various street improvements and the opening of a dog park.

She also had criticized Faith for co-sponsoring a bill in the Legislature to repeal voter-approved dog breeding restrictions, which Faith later disavowed.

York also hammered Faith for voting in the House to get rid of part of a voter-approved minimum wage law. York and Faith are Republicans but the mayor’s race is non-partisan.

In other St. Charles races Tuesday, William Lohmar, a former circuit and associate circuit judge, easily won election as municipal judge to succeed Dan Barklage, who didn't seek another term.

Lohmar got more than 54 percent of the vote against City Councilman Richard Veit, who got 26 percent, and Paul Kaiser, who got 20 percent.

Veit's 1st Ward council seat was captured by Mary Ann Ohms, a city park board member. She won a three-way race over former state Rep. Kenny Biermann and former Councilman Rory Riddler.

Larry Muench lost his 2nd Ward council seat to Tom Besselman by only 18 votes. Far behind were two other candidates,  former Councilman William Conrey and Venetia McEntire.

Mike Weller, meanwhile, was re-elected 5th Ward councilman over Nathan Schauf in the only other contested St. Charles race.

City earnings tax cruises to easy victory

By Dale Singer, Beacon staff 

Posted 10:30 pm, Tue., 4.5.11 

Mayor Francis Slay basked in the overwhelming victory for retention of the city's 1 percent earnings tax Tuesday night, but he acknowledged that the message sent by voters "was not a blank check for the future."

Instead, he said, over the next five years St. Louis will have to make sure that it can work harder and smarter to make sure it provides basic services in the most efficient way, including possible collaboration with St. Louis County.
The earnings tax won a solid victory, capturing nearly 88 percent of the vote. (There were 34,190 favoring Prop E; 4,864 opposed.)

In Kansas City -- which also had to hold an earnings tax retention election because of the passage of Proposition A statewide in November -- the victory was smaller but still decisive, with 78 percent of voters saying the tax should remain for another five years.

Slay thanked the broad coalition of individuals, businesses and organizations that had backed Proposition E. He also thanked the voters in St. Louis and said that while he hadn't taken the victory for granted, he wasn't that surprised either.

"It's not shocking to me that it won this big," he told the Beacon. "I was out all over the city. I went to 85 neighborhood organization meetings all over the city, and all I was getting was a lot of concern and a lot of support. People really seemed to understand what was at stake for the future of St. Louis.

"I was confident that the people of St. Louis would do the right thing for the city if they were armed with the facts. This is their government, and I think they understood well what was at stake. They knew that regardless of what you thought of the earnings tax, it would be irresponsible to get rid of it without a viable alternative in place."
Now, he said, it is up to him and other leaders -- not only in the city but throughout the region -- to use their authority to make sure tax dollars are spent as wisely as possible.

"I think the people of St. Louis expect us as government leaders to engage in an effort that will help address what we see in the census and what we see in the economy," Slay said. "We need to do things better and more efficiently, and we need to make sure that however we tax ourselves is the best way to make sure we grow in the future.
"I think we can celebrate what the voters gave us, but we have five years to do what the voters allowed us to do -- to make the changes necessary to help St. Louis do a better job to compete with other cities and with the world instead of competing with ourselves."

That effort, he said, may not mean merging with St. Louis County, but it does mean looking at what kinds of services can be better delivered through collaborative efforts.

"We have to be taking a hard look at ourselves as a region," Slay said. "What we have seen tonight, I believe, is an important step in achieving necessary and inevitable change in the way the city provides services and the way we operate as a region. If we continue let things stay the way they are, I think we will be making a big mistake.

"What the voters did tonight is critical to that effort. They gave us five years to get it done. Having some kind of pressure to really take a hard look at ourselves is not a bad thing. Otherwise we could just be floating around and continuing to do things the way we have been doing them." 

Earnings tax vote not end of tax reform debate

BY TIM LOGAN • STLtoday.com | Posted: Wednesday, April 6, 2011 12:00 am
Earnings tax: Finding $130 million
A new report, commissioned by wealthy investor Rex Sinquefield, lays out several steps to close the gap in St. Louis' budget that ending the earnings tax would produce, within 10 years.

New taxes and fees

• Expand city sales tax and raise to 2%: $29.5 million

• Increase taxes on tobacco and alcohol: $8.2 million

• Increase restaurant, parking and hotel/motel taxes: $21.2 million

• Increase amusement tax and establish stadium usage fee: $2.7 million

• Raise property tax 10.3 percent: $7.9 million

• Extend payroll tax to nonprofits and charge them for services: $15.8 million

• Double business license fees: $7.4 million

• Other fee increases: $4.6 million

• Franchising and signage: $4.5 million

Total: $101.8 million

Cost savings

• Local control of police department: $5.4 million

• 4 percent city worker pension contribution: $5.7 million

• Other pension reforms: $17.2 million

St. Louis voters said clearly on Tuesday that they want to keep the city's 1 percent earnings tax. But don't expect that to end the conversation.

If anything, it appears that the debate over ending the tax will heat up now that the vote is over.

The first volley in that discussion comes this morning. A study — paid for by wealthy investor and earnings tax opponent Rex Sinquefield — lays out ways the city might close the huge budget gap that ending the tax would produce. The study lays out a host of new taxes and fees and cost savings on city pensions that could be implemented if the earnings tax were phased out over a decade.

The 107-page report is the most detailed blueprint yet of how St. Louis might regain $130 million a year. It was shared with the Post-Dispatch by the Sinquefield-funded nonprofit group, the Missouri Council for a Better Economy, under the condition that it not be released until after Election Day. It answers a key criticism of efforts to repeal the tax, leveled by city leaders and local business people: that it would strip nearly one-third of the city's tax base without proposing any replacement.

Yet it does so, oddly, after the vote.

Sinquefield was not available for an interview. But his spokesman Jack Naudi said the reason for the timing was two-fold.

First, work on the study did not begin until November, after voters statewide approved the ballot initiative that triggered Tuesday's vote.

Releasing the study shortly before Election Day wouldn't have given time to fairly consider the dozens of hard choices it proposes, Naudi said.

Secondly, there will be another vote. The statewide initiative sets up a city election on the earnings tax every five years, so the question will be back on the ballot in 2016. Essentially, he said, the clock just started over.

"This is Day One," Naudi said. "We've got five years to discuss these ideas."

One thing the study makes clear is just how tricky finding an replacement for the earnings tax could be.

Politically, the study reads like a laundry list of unpopular choices. It would ask most city workers to contribute more to their pensions and stretch out eligibility requirements. It suggests higher taxes on cigarettes and beer, restaurants and hotels. It would double business license fees and ask nonprofits to pay more for city services. It would boost the sales tax to 9.12 percent from 8.49 percent and assess it on more things. It would raise property taxes by more than 10 percent. All of these adjustments would be phased in over a decade.

"There are no perfect taxes," said Randy Bauer, a former Iowa state budget director who authored the study for PFM Group, a Philadelphia-based consulting firm. "But what you get at the end of this process is a tax base that looks more like other cities around the country."

Of course, it is not clear that that is what St. Louis wants. Voters Tuesday handily shot down the idea of ending the tax.

TOUGH CHOICES
Sinquefield led and heavily financed the statewide effort to approve the November ballot initiative. But he sat out the campaign to repeal the tax in Tuesday's election. Indeed, no organized effort emerged to end the tax in St. Louis.

In their arguments to keep the earnings tax, Mayor Francis Slay and his supporters stressed the dangers of suddenly eliminating it, rather than the benefits of the tax itself.

With more time, Slay and others have said, they would be open to alternatives. The mayor's chief of staff, Jeff Rainford, said that he had been briefed on the new report and that he appreciated its practical, "apolitical" nature. He also said it pointed out just how hard changing the city's tax structure would be.

"It talks about nine tax increases, major pension reforms, local control [of the city police department]. Each one of those will generate controversy just by themselves," he said in an interview given before Tuesday's vote. "It shows the reality, which is that getting rid of the earnings tax would be a gargantuan undertaking."

Still, Rainford said, tax reform is one of several big items St. Louis needs to be talking about, along with local control, pensions, the structure of city government and greater cooperation with St. Louis County.

THE NEXT DEBATE
That's where a second study scheduled to be released this morning comes into play.

Sinquefield also asked PFM to look at ways the city and county could better share services, to help them operate more efficiently without merging or changing the shape of local governments. The result is a 196-page digest detailing dozens of ideas — everything from joint purchasing of prescription drugs and gas for police cars to streamlining their health departments to coordinating economic development programs — with details of how other places have made these sort of things work.

It's mostly nitty-gritty, back-office type stuff that the public won't see, Bauer said. Yet it could save between $10 million and $40 million a year.

"Both governments are going to have to want to do these things," he said. "But it can be done, and we believe it can be helpful and create better government."

City and county officials have said in recent months that they have been talking informally about these sort of partnerships, though nothing specific has yet come of it. Others, from grass-roots organizations to the local big-business group Civic Progress, have been watching the talks and urging more collaboration.

Rainford said that the city was in favor of whatever made government work better, but that big changes would need the support of voters, and more study to iron out the inevitable kinks.

"I get that some people want all this stuff to happen yesterday," he said. "But the taxpayers are ultimately going to be the ones who have to decide this, and they have to be brought into the conversation."

These two studies are a way of doing that, Naudi said. They're not directly linked — releasing them jointly is more a fluke of timing than anything else, he said. But they both point to the need for new ways of doing things in St. Louis. And while Tuesday's vote may have been an affirmation of the status quo, he said, that need isn't going away.

"Alternatives are out there. It's in the laps of city leaders, voters, ourselves," he said. "The discussion really needs to move forward. It has to."

EDITORIALS … & Letters to the Editor
Tracking stimulus

Wednesday, April 6, 2011
seMissourian
Missouri Auditor Tom Schweich said recently that several state agencies have done a less than adequate job in tracking federal stimulus funds. 

Schweich's comments on the tracking came after the first significant audit of Missouri's share of the federal stimulus funds. While the auditor found no obvious cases of misuse, he did note several examples of where the funds were not tracked or documented well. 

"It's more than shoddy paperwork," Schweich said. "When there's inadequate documentation, you don't know if there's waste, fraud or abuse." 

One example of poor tracking, according to Schweich, can be found in the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education. The department has procedures in place for tracking the use of stimulus dollars, but according to Schweich the process has a one-year lag time. 

A few of the other questionable areas for Schweich include: $29.6 million in foster care, adoption and guardianship costs that the state Department of Social Services charged to the federal Temporary Assistance for Needy Families program; more than 2,100 voided checks redeemed by individuals in the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants and Children; and several dozen Medicaid cases where participant eligibility verification for personal care expenses such as bathing, dressing and cooking was not completed. 

Tracking stimulus dollars goes beyond making sure taxpayer dollars are not wasted or abused. As the Associated Press reported last year, stimulus dollars sometimes have no effect on unemployment, a key indicator when evaluating the state of our economy. And if these funds are not helping our economy, what's the use? 

Our state auditor should be commended for shedding light on this issue. Hopefully by doing so state agencies will do a better job at tracking stimulus dollars, assuring taxpayers that the money is being used as intended. 

April 5, 2011 

Our View: Travel troubles 

The Joplin Globe Tue Apr 05, 2011, 08:23 AM CDT 

The skies are not so friendly for Missouri’s elected officials.

Lt. Gov. Peter Kinder is the latest to get grounded over travel expenses.

The St. Louis Post-Dispatch reported that Kinder has spent much more on stays than his predecessor, Democrat Joe Maxwell.

Kinder’s critics come after two Democrats got their wings clipped over similar issues:

• The Missouri House pulled back $500,000 in Gov. Jay Nixon’s travel budget. Whether it’s related or not, the Missouri Republican Party has been running ads for about a month suggesting the governor is abusing his office.

• Sen. Claire McCaskill announced she would repay more than $88,000 to the U.S. Treasury for taking government business flights on a private plane co-owned by her family.

Don’t get us wrong: The costs of air travel are a concern. Flying is expensive, and because not all of us can do it regularly, it feels like a luxury. The same goes for travel: More and more Missourians are wishing they could travel more often in this tough economy.

But representing a state is also important, and all of the state’s voters deserve chances to see their elected officials. Missouri is a pretty big state — a drive from Joplin to the capital can take up to four hours — so we understand why air travel is a necessity.

Our biggest criticism of Kinder’s travel: We wish he’d come to Southwest Missouri instead of spending so much time in St. Louis.

Sure, Kinder would be preaching to the choir here, but the choir still wants to see and hear the preacher.

The costs of travel should be transparent, and for legitimate state business — no campaigning on our dime. We also frown upon lobbyists picking up the tab for visits.

But, most importantly, perhaps campaign managers need a refresher course: In this day and age of hyper-partisanship, elections are won by capturing the moderate vote. Complaining about expenses such as these only rallies the base, and doesn’t offer anything to people trying to choose between candidates.

Good politics unlike good governance: end political games

WARRENSBURG DAILY STAR-JOURNAL  EDITORIAL

Jack Miles Editor


Too many people are under the tragic misconception that politics is a game, and define winning as whether more members of their party are in power to do their thing than members of another party.

U.S. Rep. Emanuel Cleaver, speaking at the Johnson County Fairgrounds on Saturday, said members of Congress showed their desire for budget cutting by trying to cut off funds to fix plumbing in the residential portion of the White House. ... Good politics, bad government.

There are those in Jefferson City who have, for more than a year, hammered Gov. Jay Nixon for charging airplane flights to the departments affected by his visits. The logic that having Nixon, a Democrat, charge an economic development visit to an economic development department makes sense, even if not perfect sense. But trying to make that decision look shady is worth something to those who want to take Nixon's seat in 2012. ... Good politics, bad government.

Last week, revelations arose that Lt. Gov. Peter Kinder, a Republican who wants Nixon's seat, billed taxpayers more than $35,000 for hotel stays in the St. Louis area alone since 2006. The stays - in places including the swank Chase Park Plaza, Four Seasons and Ritz-Carlton - are defended by Kinder as being done in the name of good government. If that is the case, then the use of taxpayers' funds is a curiosity that deserves print, and maybe the use of funds deserves an explanation from someone who makes a point of opposing waste in government. Nothing appears illegal about the stays, but that did not keep a spokesman for the Democratic Governor's Association from stating, "After months of playing coy about his gubernatorial intentions, this is a devastating introduction to Missouri voters for Kinder." ... Good politics, bad government. 

Politics may be a game to some in Washington and Jefferson City, but good governance is not. If lawmakers would spend less time mired in "one-upping" each other and more time focused on cutting the deficit fairly, and putting people to work in jobs that pay well and provide decent benefits, then the state and nation would be better off.

Instead, the public continues to watch lawmakers trying to score points in the game of good politics, bad government
Senate: Stop the filibuster over jobless benefits

Group of senators aren't serving citizens by stopping assistance.

11:00 PM, Apr. 5, 2011

OK, the senators have made their point.
The federal government isn't fiscally responsible, and Missourians want a change toward getting our nation's fiscal house in order. We agree.

But, this is not the time or place for a small group of state -- let's emphasize that word, state -- senators to be burdening their fellow Missourians by rejecting U.S. tax dollars to aid our unemployed neighbors.

Missouri's eligibility has expired after four Republican senators filibustered legislation to reauthorize the program that extends unemployment benefits to people out of work for a year and a half. They are: Senators Jim Lembke, St. Louis; Brian Nieves, Washington; Will Kraus, Lee's Summit; and Rob Schaaf, St. Joseph.

Have the senators looked around them? Are they even aware of the hardships many Missourians are still burdened with now?

The result of their filibuster is that about 10,000 Missourians are losing jobless benefits and perhaps 24,000 others could lose the additional 20 weeks of benefits from the program.

The state may lose out on $105 million in benefits over the next nine months. And don't forget to multiply the effect on our economy of that amount being spent over and over.

This hits the man or woman who needs gas and a haircut before an interview, the ability to keep a roof over his or her family and a bit of hope.

Is it a state senator's job to injure these people economically while making a point about the federal government? We don't think so.

We can imagine legislators in other states chortling and thinking, "Well, that's more for us!" They'd be wrong as the money simply won't be spent, but still, our General Assembly looks foolish for opting into a program and then being strong-armed out of it.

Perhaps the senators should try to curtail Missouri's use of federal funds through the normal legislative process. Seven states never enrolled in this benefits program. But Missouri did.

And now it appears most legislators are willing -- and correctly we believe -- to continue participation. But, there are reports senators are negotiating a compromise of 10 additional weeks of benefits.

We urge the Senate to pass the jobless bill, HB163, with the full added 20 weeks and assist our neighbors still in need.

Our Voice

This editorial is the view of the News-Leader Editorial Board. Linda Ramey-Greiwe President and Publisher David Stoeffler Executive Editor Don Underwood Opinion Page Editor Cheryl Whitsitt Managing Editor Linda Leicht Senior Reporter

Filibuster folly: Time for the Senate to get serious about helping the jobless

By the Editorial Board STLtoday.com | Posted: Tuesday, April 5, 2011 9:00 pm

Last summer, the Missouri Legislature demonstrated serious resolve.

A group of conservative lawmakers led by Sen. Chuck Purgason, R-Caulfield, was determined to block a bill that would give Ford Motor Co. the right to qualify for about $100 million in tax credits.

Mr. Purgason and a couple of other Republicans said Missouri needed to stop playing the corporate welfare game. So, for a couple of weeks, they did everything in their power to delay the bill. Ultimately, it took removing Mr. Purgason as chairman of a committee to get the bill to the floor. And then the Senate, Democrats and Republicans alike, had to wait out Mr. Purgason and his supporters during a filibuster that lasted more than 20 hours.

The filibuster ultimately failed because of pressure from Republican leaders in the Senate and Democratic Gov. Jay Nixon, who wanted the Ford bill to pass.

In the Missouri Senate, a minority of one sometimes can make the majority go to tremendous lengths to get its way.

We bring up the Ford bill because this year the Senate is faced with another filibuster of a bill with a price tag of about $100 million.

But this time it’s not state money at stake. It’s money from the federal government, and the recipients aren’t corporations, but unemployed Missourians.

And you know what? Senate leaders have made no serious attempts to stop the filibuster. That makes the Show-Me State the only state in the nation to deny the unemployment benefit extension, which was agreed upon in a bipartisan compromise in Congress as part of a decision that also continued the Bush tax cuts for the wealthy.

The culprits here, as we reported last week, are Republican senators Jim Lembke of Lemay, Brian Nieves of Washington, Rob Schaaf of St. Joseph and Will Kraus of Lee’s Summit. All but Mr. Lembke are freshmen senators who ran on a Tea Party-inspired anti-federal government-spending platform.

(Never mind that they are state senators. Such details don’t matter much in election advertisements).

The longer Mr. Lembke et al. are allowed to continue the charade, the heavier the burden is for the Senate’s GOP leaders. They should be asked just what, exactly, would be a good reason to break a filibuster.

Right now, the math says this: $100 million of state money for corporate welfare is worth the hassle; $105 million of federal money for unemployed people is not.

We were pleased that Mr. Nixon came out of his bunker last week to decry the filibuster. It wasn’t quite like his highly visible leadership during the battle for Ford, but at least he used his bully pulpit to urge lawmakers to do the right thing.

Now the ball is in the hands of the Republican leaders of the state Senate. They have indicated that they plan to try one more time this week to break the filibuster. Try hard, we say.

It’s time to see what these freshmen lawmakers are made of. Can they — and, more important, will they — stand up all night just to make a point?

We doubt it, but we won’t know for sure until the leaders of the Senate put their wayward members to the test.

Our Opinion: Tax Freedom Day comes to Missouri

By News Tribune
Tuesday, April 5, 2011

Although the deadline looms to settle your 2010 tax obligation, Missourians may take some solace in the notion they now have earned enough to pay the tax bill coming due next year.

For Missourians, Monday was Tax Freedom Day — the date when working Americans earn enough money to pay their federal, state and local taxes. Missouri’s date is 18th earliest among the 50 states.

The average date for all Americans is a week from today, April 12, according to the Tax Foundation, a nonpartisan, nonprofit organization that calculates the date each year. The group has monitored fiscal policy at the federal, state and local levels since 1937.

Both dates precede the deadline to settle the 2010 tax bill, which Missouri and the federal government have extended to April 18 this year.

If working more than three months to satisfy your tax obligation seems burdensome, consider the duration is even longer in other states.

Connecticut is the last state to observe Tax Freedom Day; it falls this year on May 2, nearly a month after Missouri workers have met their tax obligation.

The first state this year to celebrate Tax Freedom Day — March 26 — was Mississippi, based on both its modest incomes and low state and local tax burdens.

National Tax Freedom Day falls later than it did last year, which Tax Foundation staff economist Kail Padgitt attributed largely to income changes rather than changes in the tax laws.

“As the economic recovery continues,” Padgitt said, “individuals’ rising income pushes them into higher tax brackets. Also, corporate tax revenue has seen a resurgence.”

The foundation, however, found some changes in tax law “partly to blame.” It identified the federal estate tax, which has returned after a oneyear repeal, as well as taxes associated with phasing in President Obama’s federal health care law.

Tax Freedom Day invariably will be construed differently by liberal and conservative thinkers to support their ideologies.

Liberals will emphasize Missouri’s comparatively low tax rate as justification to raise taxes to provide government services.

Conservatives will counter that low taxes attract business investment, which creates job and boosts the economy.

Missouri taxpayers simply may indulge in a collective sigh of relief. As of Monday, they essentially stopped working to pay government and began earning for themselves. 

Posted on Tue, Apr. 05, 2011 

The Star’s editorial | KC + e-tax = Big victory for city and region

Now that was a big victory for a united Kansas City.

Delivering a decisive verdict, the city’s voters on Tuesday easily renewed the earnings tax and overwhelmingly rejected an anonymously funded campaign to kill it.

The election basically was over just after the first returns rolled in around 7:30 p.m. from Clay County. E-tax critics had hoped Northland voters would lead the way in getting rid of the 1 percent tax. Instead, voters in Clay County — and Platte and Jackson counties as well — spoke clearly in their desire to keep the e-tax.

This was a well-deserved victory for the elected, civic, labor and neighborhood leaders who built a strong coalition to extend the tax. They included current City Council members, Mayor-elect Sly James and the newly elected council, and the Greater Kansas City Chamber of Commerce. The chamber especially provided strong guidance in amassing a $1 million campaign war chest to promote the tax.

To their credit, Kansas Citians certainly didn’t buy what the opponents were peddling with their television ads and slick mailers. 

The critics never put forth an alternative plan to finance city government without the earnings tax. Voters recognized that a defeat probably would have meant higher property and sales taxes on Kansas Citians. And the opponents arrogantly refused to identify who was funding their campaign.

The verdict was a strong rebuke to Rex Sinquefield. The St. Louis billionaire essentially forced the city to spend several hundred thousand dollars on Tuesday’s special election after he bankrolled a proposition last November that jeopardized the e-tax in Kansas City and St. Louis (where voters also easily renewed the tax Tuesday).

Voters decided that continuing a tax that provides 40 percent of the $500 million general fund was the smart thing to do. They decided it was important to renew a tax that provides more than $100 million for public safety. And they decided it was fair to ask people to pay the earnings tax if they work in the city but don’t live there, all to support services and amenities that benefit the entire region.

While the city dodged a bullet Tuesday, the need continues to find the best ways to fund city services.

James has pledged to put together a citizens revenue commission, which must take a thoughtful and serious look at all of the city’s funding sources, then suggest changes if deemed necessary.

James also must carry through on his pledge to make city services more efficient, partly through the use of a promising program that has worked in Baltimore and elsewhere.

Finally, the earnings tax debate should be a reminder to City Hall’s elected and staff officials about the importance of clear communication with the public. When people understand what’s at stake, they will make the best decision — just as they did Tuesday.

Banning Sharia law is fearmongering and unconstitutional 

COLUMBIA MISSOURIAN  By David Rosman
April 6, 2011 | 12:01 a.m. CDT

It is apparently not enough that our legislators in Washington, D.C., have held hearings on terrorism focusing only on our Muslim brethren. Now Rep. Don Wells, R-Cabool, wants to attack Islam by proposing yet another unnecessary and possibly federally unconstitutional amendment to Missouri’s constitution. And Rep. John Cauthorn, R-Mexico, who represents a portion of eastern Columbia and Boone County, has joined Wells’ team.

Their problem? Sharia law. Really?

This is an example of fear mongering — attacking an issue based on fear and misunderstanding, using propaganda and no facts — at its best.

House Joint Resolution 31, is specifically written to prohibit Missouri courts from using Sharia or international law in their deliberation.

A search of Missouri courts and the State Courts Administrator website shows no incident in which Sharia law has been considered in Missouri courts. The state Supreme Court verified this fact.

I called Wells’ office to seek his reasoning for wanting this action, especially after a similar amendment in Oklahoma has been put on hold by the U.S. District Court. He has not returned these calls. Rep. Cauthorn did tell me he was not familiar with the resolution. So why did he sign as a co-sponsor?

In Muneer Awad v. Paul Ziriax, et al. (Nov. 2010), the Federal Western District Court of Oklahoma was asked if the specific exclusion of Sharia law in a state constitutional amendment might conflict with the U.S. Constitution. What the court must decide is this: If the rule of the majority is in conflict with the Bill of Rights, can the will of the people be wrong?

The short answer, at least for now: Yes, there is a conflict, and the people can be mistaken. In such cases, federal laws take precedence. Even with the 2010 approval by more than 70 percent of voting Oklahoma residents, the amendment to the state constitution appears to violate the letter and intent of the First Amendment's establishment clause, as well as Oklahoma’s own Bill of Rights.

If the U.S. District Court’s decision in Awad v. Ziriax holds, HJR 31 will meet the same fate. Awad is now in the U.S. 10th Circuit Court of Appeals, receiving opening written briefs.

I have already suggested Reps. Mike McGee and Jay Barnes are grandstanding for votes by supporting proposed Missouri constitutional amendments to permit Christian prayer in public places, though there is no prohibition in law. The government is only prohibited from sanctioning such prayer.

With the addition of Wells’ bill, these proposed amendments, all needing public vote, become more worrisome. They are designed to instill fear, loathing and distrust in those of the Muslim faith.

These proposals are designed as a direct assault on the Constitution, the First Amendment and our founders’ concept that temporal and sectarian laws should remain separate but equal partners. I firmly believe that the men and women supporting these proposed resolutions in Jefferson City remain constitutionally illiterate.

Rep. Cauthorn needs to withdraw his support of HJR 31. The threat is not Sharia law, but attempts to circumvent the United States and Missouri constitutions and the founding principles of our government.

Reps. Kelly, Quill, Still and Webber must argue vehemently the unconstitutionality of HJR 31 and stop it before Missouri is embarrassed in the eyes of the world.

David Rosman is an award-winning editor, writer, professional speaker and college instructor in communications, ethics, business and politics.
MISSOURINET

Redistrict map sent to House, could be debated today 

by Brent Martin on April 6, 2011

Who represents you in Congress could change in the next election. The House prepares to vote today on new boundaries for our eight Congressional districts.

A House committee has tweaked its initial proposal ever so slightly and approved it, sending it to the full House for debate, likely today.

“It’s difficult to predict what’s going to happen on the floor,” Rep. John Diehl, chairman of the House Special Standing Committee on Redistricting, tells reporters after his committee approved a map to send to the full House for debate. “But I think it’s one of those things where we’ve given our committee members ample opportunity to have input into the process and I think everybody thinks they’ve been treated fairly; that this is a fair map. So, I would expect to pick up broad consensus on the floor.”

Diehl, a Republican from Town and Country, sponsors a map that reduces the congressional delegation in the greater St. Louis area from three to two and creates a new 3rd District, a squat version of the current 9th that extends farther into the St. Louis area than currently. The 4th shifts a bit. The 5th juts out from Kansas City to take in three western rural counties. The 6th covers the northern third of the state. The 7th and 8th Districts change the least of any.

A map submitted by Democrat Ron Casey of Crystal City failed to win approval in committee. It sought to keep Jefferson County in one congressional district and re-shape the districts in the Kansas City area. Casey also submitted an amendment that would consolidate the 5th Congressional District in the Kansas City metro area, but it failed as well. Suggested changes by Jacob Turk, a candidate in the 5th Congressional District, and Cole County Presiding Commissioner Marc Ellinger received no support from committee members.

House Democrats are expected to offer an amendment during House floor debate that would shift boundaries to keep Congressman Russ Carnahan, a Democrat, in St. Louis. It is expected to fail since Republicans hold a strong majority in the House.

Diehl believes the map approved by the committee and heading to the House floor will attract enough votes to withstand a governor’s veto and, perhaps, keep out of the courts.

“There are a lot more people involved in that than me,” Diehl respond when ask about possible court challenges. “I think we’ll get it out of the House and we’ll get it out of the House with very good margins.”

Awaiting in the Senate is a map with much the same philosophy, but slightly different lines.

Click here to view the map.

State Budget Director: general revenue up

by Jessica Machetta on April 5, 2011

General revenue collections are up slightly for the year, pointing to a slow but steady uptick in the economy. State Budget Director Linda Luebbering says the state and national economy is getting better, and the numbers show it.

Net general revenue collections for March increased by 9.2 percent compared to March 2010 collections … from about $460 million to just over $500 million. But Luebbering says people are still being cautious. Sales tax revenue is up less than one percent.

She says in addition to a lack of confidence in the national and state economy, increasing gas prices are likely one factor leading to consumers only spending what they need to spend … and not much extra.

She says the fact that general revenue is up nearly 10 percent over last year, a promising sign that the economy is slowly but surely picking up.

Here are the numbers from the March 2011 General Revenue Report:

2011 fiscal year-to-date net general revenue collections increased 6.5 percent compared to 2010, from $4.68 billion last year to $4.98 billion this year.

Net general revenue collections for March 2011 increased by 9.2 percent compared to those for March 2010, from $461.7 million to $504.3 million.

GROSS COLLECTIONS BY TAX TYPE
Individual income tax collections
· Increased 3.3 percent for the year, from $3.76 billion last year to $3.88 billion this year.

· Increased 6.0 percent for the month.

Sales and use tax collections
· Increased 0.7 percent for the year from $1.34 billion last year to $1.35 billion this year.

· Decreased 5.7 percent for the month.

Corporate income and corporate franchise tax collections
· Increased 8.2 percent for the year, from $306.0 million last year to $331.1 million this year.

· Increased 8.4 percent for the month.

All other collections
· Increased 16.5 percent for the year, from $328.5 million last year to $382.5 million this year.

· Increased 11.6 percent for the month.

Refunds
· Decreased 8.6 percent for the year, from $1.05 billion last year to $956.7 million this year.

· Decreased 4.7 percent for the month.

Senate moves to open adoption records (AUDIO)

by Bob Priddy on April 5, 2011

This year’s effort to let adoptees learn who they really are is halfway through the state Senate.       The legislature has searched for years for ways to let adoptees see their birth records.  Privacy concerns have consistently been one of the hardest issues to resolve. This year’s possible solution is the one backed by Senator John Lamping of Clayton.

Lamping says the health information of adoptees, which often is sealed with the adoption records, will be of increasing importance in the 21st century. 

One senator says the matter is a delicate issue, trying to balance the rights of birth parents and their desires for privacy with the rights of the now-adult child to know about his or her ancestry and family health history.

The senate, hoping it has found that balance, could send the bill to the House this week.

   Listen to the debate on SB351 29:10 mp3 

USA TODAY MISSOURI NEWS

MONDAY, APRIL 4 -- Joplin — A woman charged with trying to swap another woman's baby for a used car has been released on bail. Lana Y. Banks, 44, of Oronogo surrendered Friday at the Jasper County Jail in Carthage on a felony charge of trafficking in children. The charge was filed March 22.

TUESDAY, APRIL 5 -- Van Buren — The Carter County sheriff was charged Monday with distribution of methamphetamine, authorities said. Tommy Adams, 31, was arrested Saturday and has been jailed in a neighboring county on $250,000 cash-only bond. Adams, a Republican, was elected sheriff in November 2008. 
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