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By CHRIS BLANK  

Associated Press

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- Jobs.

Creating new ones and preserving those that already exist are the priority for Missouri Gov. Jay Nixon and

legislative leaders this year.

Yet Nixon has proposed to eliminate hundreds of positions from state government. The goal of shrinking state

government is winning the support of lawmakers who have said they will consider almost any idea for spurring

job growth in Missouri, where unemployment has remained higher than 9 percent for nearly two years.

In the prepared text of his State of the State message to lawmakers this past week, Nixon used the word "job"

34 times. In one passage, Nixon detailed how state efforts had created or saved 3,900 jobs in St. Louis,

Perryville, Springfield, Kansas City and Columbia. But on the same night he delivered the speech, Nixon

proposed a budget that would eliminate 863 state positions in the 2012 fiscal year, which starts July 1.

Both ideas can be popular, though they might seem slightly contradictory.

For example, Nixon during the State of the State speech said he planned to be "fighting hard every day for every

job." About three minutes later, Nixon highlighted how his proposals would mean a reduction of the state's

payroll by 3,300 positions since he took office in January 2009.

The governor's administration said it hopes to minimize layoffs from the most recent proposed round of job cuts

by shifting workers to currently unfilled positions that are slotted to continue.

Nixon told reporters Friday that state government needs to operate efficiently and that his economic

development plans are focused on the private sector.

"I don't think growing public-sector jobs is a long-term economic development plan," Nixon said. "Protecting the

people, making sure that we have the resources to do government functions is important. But growing the

economy, I think, you have to look to the private sector."

There is general agreement to focus on boosting jobs in the private sector from House Republicans, who have

sometimes tussled with the Democratic governor but also have made job creation their priority this year.

House Speaker Steven Tilley said state government does not exist to be a job creator and that it's OK for its

payroll to shrink when revenue falls.

"We could add 5 million jobs to the state if you wanted to . and if all of them were taxpayer-paid, I wouldn't be

real thrilled about that situation because someone is going to have to pay the bill," said Tilley, R-Perryville.

Missouri is facing a budget deficit of several hundred million dollars. Its unemployment rate was 9.5 percent in

December, according to the Department of Economic Development - the 21st straight month the jobless rate

has topped 9 percent. In November, Missouri had the 15th highest unemployment rate, according to the U.S.

Bureau of Labor Statistics. Among the eight bordering states, Illinois and Kentucky had higher jobless rates,

Tennessee matched Missouri and the others had lower unemployment rates.

Nixon's proposed budget for the 2012 fiscal year would eliminate positions in several agencies. More than 100

would be cut each from the Transportation, Corrections, Health and Senior Services and Social Services

departments.
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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The Department of Transportation, which is governed by a commission and does not directly answer to Nixon's office, already has eliminated about 200 positions since last February. The agency plans to cut more than $200 million over five years and to trim another 200 positions by June 2013.

From state agencies that respond directly to the governor's office, Nixon's administration has proposed privatizing a call center that handles changes to the addresses and phone numbers of social services recipients. Prison canteens would use ATM-style machines to sell products, and more contractors would be used to oversee children in the foster care system.

A spokesman for the Department of Corrections said the agency expected to save $1.2 million per year and would try to move 29 prison canteen workers into other jobs that currently are open.

Nixon budget director Linda Luebbering said that many of the jobs that would be cut currently are filled. But officials hope shifting workers into different jobs and freezing hiring will cause most of the eliminated positions to be vacant.

"These are not positions where people come and stay for a long period of time, and through that normal attrition, we will be able to reduce many of the positions with that normal churn as opposed to having to do layoffs," Luebbering said.

Nonetheless, critics of cutting the state payroll said it seems politicians were seeking to score political points. Bradley Harmon, president of the Communications Workers of America Local 6355, said jobs in the public sector are just as valuable as those in the private sector.

"If you're unemployed because you lost your job at Ford or you're unemployed because you lost your job with the state, you're just as unemployed," Harmon said.
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Analysis: Nixon's budget plan for Missouri ‘very, very creative’

By JASON NOBLE
The Star’s Jefferson City correspondent 

JEFFERSON CITY | The state budget that Missouri Gov. Jay Nixon presented Wednesday in a neatly bound book and a carefully worded speech is, for all its polish, still a work in progress. 

It depends on a novel funding arrangement with the state’s 522 school districts. It relies on one-time cash infusions that may expose the state to a new deficit a year from now. And, of course, it is now subject to months of cutting and pasting, tweaking and teasing by lawmakers in the House and Senate. 

But taken altogether, the governor’s 2012 budget illustrates the complexity of state finances, the political considerations involved, and the overriding demand for pragmatism and resourcefulness.

Nixon, a Democrat, on Wednesday promised to hold funding for kindergarten through 12th-grade schools level in the year to come, but proposed some creative accounting to make it happen. 

Aid to schools next year technically will drop by $112.2 million — or about 3.7 percent — under Nixon’s plan. But that gap will be filled by an extra appropriation of federal stimulus funds this year, which the districts will be responsible for holding in reserve until the new year begins. 

“It’s very, very creative,” said Rep. Chris Kelly, a Columbia Democrat known for his budget acumen and political independence.

But, Kelly cautioned, the deal is just a short-term fix.

“That’s one-time money,” he said. “If the schools base ongoing expenses on one-time money, we’ll have a big problem.”

Republican leaders also raised questions.

House Budget Committee Chairman Ryan Silvey, a Kansas City, North, Republican, wondered how the arrangement would affect the delicate balance of funding to urban, rural and suburban districts. 

“While the bottom line may be exactly the same … what gets to the local school districts will not be exactly the same,” he said. “We have some concerns about that.”

Silvey also suggested that some districts may have already committed the federal dollars Nixon is asking them to save for next year. 

State Education Commissioner Chris Nicastro downplayed that concern, however, and said she thought the arrangement would be workable for most of the state’s school districts.

Missouri school boards, likewise, are simply relieved at the prospect of level funding, said Brent Ghan, a spokesman for the Missouri School Boards’ Association.

“We’re not so concerned about the method as the fact that it is being achieved,” he said.

The school-funding arrangement is just one of many elements in Nixon’s budget that leverage one-time money to counteract the recession’s toll on state revenues.

Cuts in the current year’s budget will yield an estimated $133 million surplus that can be plowed into the coming year. Once spent, however, those funds will have to be replaced with new revenues in subsequent years. The same is true for a $65 million infusion of federal stimulus dollars and perhaps $45 million in collections of back taxes and other debt collections.

The effect, lawmakers and budget analysts say, is merely to extend a structural budget problem into another year.

Republican lawmakers, whose solution generally is to cut government spending until it matches revenue, suggest a political motive in Nixon’s approach.

“If I wanted to be a complete cynic about it, I would point out where that falls in the election cycles,” Silvey said, “but I’ll give the governor the benefit of the doubt.”

Nixon will stand for re-election in November 2012, a timeline that conceivably could allow him to avoid politically difficult budget decisions until after he wins a second term — or leave them to his successor.

The nonprofit Missouri Budget Project, which analyzes state finances and advocates for social services, long has argued that new sources of revenue are the only solution to the state’s problems. It suggests collecting sales taxes on Internet purchases and increasing Missouri’s cigarette taxes, currently the lowest in the nation.

However, Kelly, the House Democrat, called Nixon’s efforts on the budget his greatest achievement as governor and said his make-it-work approach has served the state well. 

“He’s dealing with the problem that’s before him today,” Kelly said. “Because you can postulate another problem on down the road does not mean you shouldn’t deal with the problem you have today.”

Monday, Jan. 24, 2011 

Mo. Medicaid spending projected to rise next year

The Associated Press 

JEFERSON CITY, Mo. -- Missouri's Medicaid budget is likely to rise by hundreds of millions of dollars next year. But state officials say there is little they can do about it.

The budget outlined by Gov. Jay Nixon calls for $8.4 billion for the health care program for the poor during the 2012 fiscal year that starts July 1. That's an increase of 5.5 percent, or about $444 million, over what is expected to be spent this year.

The growth in Medicaid comes as Nixon is recommending cuts to public colleges and universities, the elimination of hundreds of state employee positions, and flat funding for public K-12 schools. 
But much of Missouri's Medicaid spending is considered mandatory, if the state wants to continue receiving federal money for the program. 
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Supporters breathe easier with Ford Claycomo extension tc "Supporters breathe easier with Ford Claycomo extension " \l 2
Ray Scherer St. Joseph News-Press 

Area supporters of the Ford Motor Co. Claycomo plant are resting easier now that jobs and production will be preserved at the facility. 

Gov. Jay Nixon announced last week that the automaker will retain nearly 3,750 jobs at Claycomo and spend about $400 million to upgrade the plant, located just north of Kansas City. The company is ending production of the Escape sport-utility vehicle later this year at the facility, but will continue to produce the popular F-150 pickup truck. An as-yet unnamed new vehicle will also eventually be built there. 

Northwest Missouri officials with a stake in Claycomo’s future hailed the announcement as a boost for the regional economy. 

“Nearly 70 percent of working Caldwell County works outside of the county, and Ford is a significant employer,” said John Deis, president of the Caldwell County Area Business Association. “This is good news for the county and will be a stabilizing factor that we really need.” 

Caldwell County depends on trickle-down income and taxes that stem from the plant’s assembly-line wages, Mr. Deis said. 

The same goes for the Cameron, Mo., area — which also supplies a number of Ford workers who make the commute to Claycomo. 

“Nothing but positive,” said Shellby Hendee, development director for the city of Cameron. “The wages are top drawer for this area. ... I really felt that Ford would come through.” 

Ford’s $400 million investment will translate into annual additional tax revenues for the region, Mr. Hendee said, even when allowing for partial abatements. School districts would be among the jurisdictions that benefit, he added. 

“It’s a win-win all the way around,” he said. 

Terry Rumery, an area economic developer and president of Rumery & Associates in Chillicothe, said Ford’s plans will create spinoff and satellite jobs — such as in the auto parts supply industry. “It’s just going to be a tremendous boost” for all counties that surround Claycomo, he said. “That’s going to continue to help the economy here.” 

Ma & Pa’s Kettle restaurant in Cameron sees its fair share of customers who work at the Ford plant, according to owner Neal Slaughter. 

“I’m sure they’re tickled to death,” he said. “That’s where it’s good for us. ... It’ll be huge for us.” 

The plant’s improvements will result in more spending for the Cameron area, Mr. Slaughter predicted. 

Pleasant Valley, Mo., Mayor David Slater quietly accepts credit that officials have bestowed on him for Ford’s decision, but said others deserve to share in the success. Pleasant Valley is a Kansas City suburb that borders the plant. 

“In addition, this measure not only saved 3,800 jobs ... but those of about 11,000 who directly supply the plant,” said Mr. Slater, a LeBlond High School and Missouri Western State University graduate. “The loss of this plant would have been devastating to all of us.” 

The Associated Press contributed information to this story. 

Tax credits available to repair houses

SEDALIA DEMOCRAT   By Matthew Steingraber
2011-01-23 23:00:41

http://www.sedaliademocrat.com/news/houses-30776-credits-missouri.html?pic=1
Homeowners in Sedalia may be eligible for a couple of opportunities in the coming months to get financial assistance for making improvements to their houses.

The state of Missouri is offering Neighborhood Preservation Act tax credits of up to 25 percent on the costs for repairing owner-occupied homes or constructing houses in specific areas that qualify based on census data regarding income.

Missouri Department of Economic Development spokesman John Fougere said the credits are intended to encourage homeowners and developers to conduct improvement projects in “distressed neighborhoods,” which are defined as locations where the median household income is less than 70 percent of the median income for the metropolitan statistical area.

“The purpose is to provide incentives for both rehabilitation and new construction in those distressed areas in the state,” Fougere said.

Sedalia housing specialist Jamie Bethel said many neighborhoods throughout the city would qualify for the state tax credits through the Neighborhood Preservation Act, since the criteria is based on census tract data rather than individual household income.

Homeowners must apply through the state Department of Economic Development by Feb. 15 for the rehabilitation tax credit, which would be issued at the completion of the project based upon approval of the final paperwork.

Application forms, eligibility requirements and more information on the program is available online at missouridevelopment.org or by calling 573-522-8005.

The city also will start accepting applications in March for the Home Repair Opportunity (HeRO) Program, which provides low-income homeowners in designated neighborhoods financial assistance for repairing or rehabilitating their houses.

The city received $88,000 from the Missouri Housing Development Commission for the program — which is $22,000 more than it received through the program in previous years to help residents fix up their properties.

Homeowners who live in the area from South Grand Avenue to South Kentucky Avenue, between Broadway Boulevard and Main Street, can apply for grants of up to $20,000 for rehabilitation projects.

“We felt this area had a lot of things going for it already, but there were some houses there in dire need of help,” Bethel said. “We thought it would have the most impact there, and next year we will probably pick another neighborhood.”

Bethel said the HeRO program has been popular among local homeowners in recent years, although not everyone who has applied met all of the requirements. 

In order to qualify for the HeRO funding, homeowners must meet certain income criteria, be current on their taxes and insurance and must live at the repaired home for three years after the receipt of the grant.

Applicants can use the grant dollars for a variety of rehabilitation projects, including updating heating, ventilating and air conditioning, repairing plumbing and electrical wiring and replacing roofs and siding. Lead risk reduction, weatherization, accessibility improvement projects can also qualify for the program.

Bethel said the city is trying to encourage residents to access programs such as these to get assistance in making repairs to their homes. 

Along with tax incentive and grant programs, Bethel said she is planning to work with local service agencies to form an emergency repair program and host workshops to help people in fixing up their properties.

“It’s just another resource for citizens that they might not know about otherwise,” Bethel said. “We’re interested in seeing people helped in getting their homes rehabbed and repaired.”
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BY TONY MESSENGER    POST-DISPATCH

JEFFERSON CITY • Depending on whom you believe, state lawmakers are about to slap Missouri voters in the face — or rob them blind.

The Missouri Senate is poised to debate a resolution this week that would determine how and where certain utility companies can buy wind and solar power.

At issue is the fate of Proposition C, which voters passed with a two-thirds majority in November 2008. The proposition requires Ameren Missouri and other investor-owned utilities to start buying at least 2 percent of their energy portfolio from renewable energy sources this year. By 2021, the percentage rises to 15.

The law hasn't been fully implemented because of a drawn-out regulatory process that requires the state Public Service Commission to write rules based on what voters passed. A legislative committee that reviews those rules tossed out one of them last year, and now lawmakers have to decide whether to pass a resolution that sides with the committee or to allow the PSC rule to stand.

"If you adopt the resolution, you will gut Proposition C," said attorney Joe Maxwell, a former Missouri lieutenant governor who testified on behalf of a solar industry association.

The debate centers on where the renewable energy is purchased. The writers of Proposition C say their intent was that the energy be bought in Missouri or surrounding states, so that Missouri consumers actually receive the benefit of the use of wind or solar power. The rule passed by the PSC follows that philosophy.

But the utility companies, and some of the industrial consumers who fear their prices will rise, say Proposition C doesn't require that. They want the utility companies to be able to buy the renewable energy on the open market, even if it means the energy merely shows up on the portfolio and never ends up in Missouri.

PSC member Jeff Davis was one of two commissioners, both Republicans, to vote against the new rule. He says that Missouri renewable energy companies are trying to 'stick up" consumers by forcing them to pay higher rates for their product.

"What you are witnessing here is an attempted train robbery of consumers," Davis told a House committee that passed the resolution 8-3 on Wednesday. "It will give the wind industry carte blanche to charge what they want to."

The proposition, though, contains a 1 percent cap on an increase in electricity rates tied to the required purchase of renewable energy.

That is one reason why Rep. Jill Schupp, D-Creve Coeur, said utility companies have no room to complain. She said voters passed Proposition C because they wanted to encourage development of renewable energy jobs in Missouri.

Overturning the PSC rule would be 'slapping the face of voters," Schupp said.

Carnahan Wind Farms
The Proposition C debate is one of several examples of areas where the Republican-controlled Legislature is seeking to make changes to laws passed by voters in recent years.

The most prominent is the plan to seek a repeal of the new puppy mill regulations passed in November. Lawmakers also have filed a bill seeking to make changes to a minimum wage law passed in 2007.

The political context of the Proposition C battle takes a page out of the recent U.S. Senate race in Missouri in which Tom Carnahan's wind farms in northwest Missouri became an issue. His St. Louis-based company, Wind Capital, would stand to benefit if the new rule required renewable energy to be purchased in the state, or in surrounding states so that it could realistically be transported to Missouri.

Carnahan, a Democrat, is the brother of Secretary of State Robin Carnahan, who lost the Senate race to Republican Roy Blunt.

During the race, Blunt criticized the Carnahans because the wind farm received more than $100 million in grants from the federal stimulus bill.

One of the writers of Proposition C, P.J. Wilson of Columbia, testified that the intent of the proposal was for the energy to come from Missouri, or at least come from nearby states and be transmitted here.

Wilson and other supporters of the proposition said the debate was over jobs.

"Do you want jobs in the state or do you want jobs in New Mexico?" asked Henry Rentz of Hermann, a solar energy company owner.

The first television ad for Proposition C seems to back Wilson's testimony on what the intent of the initiative was. The ad talks about creating "new businesses, new industry, right here in Missouri."

That was the whole point of the campaign, Wilson said, to make Missouri, the 13th-highest wind producing state in the nation, a magnet for renewable energy businesses and jobs.

When resolution sponsor Rep. Jason Smith, R-Rolla, asked Wilson why he didn't write the proposition that way, Wilson was quick with a response.

"We did," he said.

But utility companies disagree. They seek the right to purchase "renewable energy certificates," which are basically tradable pieces of paper that represent renewable energy being produced somewhere in the world.

If lawmakers pass the resolution they are considering, Ameren Missouri and the state's other two investor-owned utilities could buy the energy certificates in California or elsewhere at a lower cost.

They argued Wednesday that the wording of Proposition C allows that, and that the PSC overstepped its bounds by trying to create an additional rule that voters didn't want. The proposition already has an incentive that allows renewable energy purchased in Missouri to be counted at a rate 25 percent higher than energy bought out of state.

To overturn the PSC rule, lawmakers have to pass the resolution in the first month of the session. Even if they don't do that, they could still seek to adjust Proposition C with other legislation.

The measures are HCR5 in the House and SCR1 in the Senate.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Nixon aims to increase Missouri's number of college degree holders 25%

Nixon proposed his budget for Fiscal Year 2012 during the address.

THE MANEATER   By Allison Prang 
Published Jan. 21, 2011

Gov. Jay Nixon addresses an audience in the capitol building Wednesday night during his annual State of the State address. Nixon expressed his desire to increase funding to the A+ Scholarship programs.

Gov. Jay Nixon gave his State of the State address Wednesday at the capitol building in Jefferson City, speaking on scholarships and making a college education more accessible.

Nixon said his 2012 scholarship budget includes millions of dollars to go to programs such as Bright Flight, Access Missouri and A+ Scholarship Program. He said these have helped more than 50,000 students afford college.

Nixon said some students couldn't get A+ scholarships because their schools weren't A+ schools. He wants every student in Missouri to have the opportunity to go to college; regardless of what school they attended.

"That's just not fair," Nixon said. 

Nixon said Missouri schools have kept their tuition flat for two consecutive years.

"While tuition soared by double digits around the nation, Missouri schools kept tuition and fees flat for two years running," Nixon said. "Even if some schools impose modest tuition increases next year, we'll have protected Missouri families from the sharp tuition spikes seen in other states."

Nixon said in his written address that only 35 percent of Missouri adults have college degrees. Missouri needs to move that number up to 60 percent for Missouri adults to compete for top jobs in the economy, he said.

"In his State of State address last night, Gov. Nixon continued to demonstrate his commitment to higher education by constraining the impact of the economic downturn on higher education with a proposed 7 percent reduction in state appropriations for operations and $12 million in additional funding for scholarships for students," Interim UM System President Steve Owens said in a statement. "Given the state's projected revenue shortfalls, we appreciate the governor's support for the state's high education needs in this tough economic environment."

According to the release, the UM system said they are committed to the Nixon's goal of having 60 percent of all Missourians graduate with a college degree by 2020. The UM System said funding, however, will play a role in their attempt to meet these goals.

"College affordability has been a top priority of mine since day one," Nixon said.

Nixon said applications at all of Missouri's universities saw an increase in applications last year and college enrollment overall increased by 10,000 students.

Aside from addressing higher education, Nixon said in his address he wants to focus on ethics reform in association with political campaigns, keeping businesses in the state of Missouri and bringing broadband to every corner of the state, among other goals.

"We need to set strict limits on campaign contributions that are undermining the sovereignty of the people and subverting the fundamental principle of free and fair elections," Nixon said.

Nixon ended his address saying regardless of differences in opinion and disagreements, the goal is common good.

"It's worth remembering that we all serve the people of Missouri," Nixon said.

Tuition increase looms as Nixon proposes 7% cut to UM funding

The UM system Board of Curators will vote on tuition rates next week.

THE MANEATER   By Steven Dickherber 
Published Jan. 21, 2011

Interim UM system President Steve Owens responded to Gov. Jay Nixon's proposal to cut UM funding by 7 percent with gratitude Thursday. The governor released his state budget proposal, which cuts $29.9 million from UM system state funding, as part of his State of the State address Wednesday. 

“Even with the efficiencies and costs reductions in place, this budget reduction will be significantly felt and necessitate further reductions by our campuses, challenging our ability to provide a quality education,” Owens said in a statement. “Given the state’s projected revenue shortfalls, we appreciate the governor’s support for the state’s higher education needs in this tough economic environment.”

In total, Nixon’s proposed budget will cut funding from four-year higher education institutions by $53.6 million. In his State of the State address, Nixon said keeping tuition stable for the past two years was a significant accomplishment for the state.

“So while tuition soared by double digits around the nation, Missouri schools kept tuition and fees flat for two years running,” Nixon said. “Even if some schools impose modest tuition increases next year, we’ll have protected Missouri families from the sharp tuition spikes seen in other states.”

Although he reduced funding for higher education, Nixon proposed increased funding for the A+ Scholarship Program and Bright Flight scholarships as well as Access Missouri grants.

The state’s cut of roughly $29.8 million coupled with rising expenses will leave the UM system facing a budget funding gap of nearly $72 million. With the numbers in mind, it appears likely tuition will increase at MU for the next academic year.

“We strongly feel that if, in light of the projected decrease in state support, we don’t raise tuition and required fees, we will struggle to sustain the quality that we need in order to provide the type of education that we need for the students,” said Nikki Krawitz, UM system vice president of finance and administration.

Krawitz said the system does not want to see an increase of greater than 10 percent. 

In order to raise tuition, the system will have to appeal to a provision in Senate Bill 389. The bill restricts Missouri four-year institutions from raising their tuition by more than the increase in the Consumer Pricing Index. Since its enactment in 2007, the bill has not been appealed.

“Nobody for sure knows how it all will work out,” Budget Director Tim Rooney said. “We’re in a little bit of uncharted waters.”

The UM system Board of Curators will meet Jan. 27 and 28 at MU to make a decision on the impending tuition hike.

“Next week, our curators will set tuition rates for FY 2012 with an eye toward balancing the need for quality programs with access and affordability while taking into consideration budget constraints,” Owens said in a statement.

Financial aid amount increasing for some Missouri college students

Monday, January 24, 2011
By M.D. Kittle ~ Southeast Missourian

Compared to the escalating cost of a college degree, it isn't much. 

But hundreds of students at Southeast Missouri State University, and thousands more at Missouri's institutions of higher education, will see a slight increase in financial aid. 

Gov. Jay Nixon recently announced increased award amounts for students receiving Access Missouri scholarships, the state's largest need-based student financial aid program. 

For students enrolled at four-year public institutions, the freed funding will boost individual scholarships by $60, from $950 to $1,010. 

Commissioner of Higher Education David Russell said a conservative approach to setting award levels last year enabled the state to increase the award amounts now. Award amounts are based on estimates of the number of eligible students. At the time award amounts are set, usually midsummer, higher education officials don't know how many of those who are eligible will apply and attend college, Russell said. Fewer students than expected took advantage of the financial aid program. 

Individual Access Missouri award amounts will increase from $275 to $470 at Missouri's public two-year institutions, and from $1,900 to $2,160 at independent four-year institutions. 

With a four-year undergraduate degree from Southeast Missouri State priced about $24,000, a tuition increase all but certain, a student fee increase ahead to pay for campus renovations and deep cuts to or the disappearance of popular financial aid programs, $60 may seem like a drop in the bucket to Southeast students. But higher education officials say in these days of depleted funding streams, it's tough to look a gift horse in the mouth. 

"This year it was clear we had additional funds, and they needed to be distributed back to students," said Leroy Wade, assistant commissioner for financial assistance for the Missouri Department of Higher Education. 

"In these times, they certainly have needed it. It could help students buy one more book for class, if nothing else." 

The state has provided more than $275 million in Access Missouri scholarships since the program was created in 2007. An average of 45,000 students with the greatest financial need receive the scholarship awards each year. At Southeast Missouri State, 2,675 students received the scholarships in the fall 2010 semester, according to the university. 

But Access Missouri has been under financial attack during the state budget crises of the past couple of years. 

In the current fiscal year, Access Missouri's appropriation began at $82 million, the same amount as the prior year. The governor then cut $50 million from the fund, but the Missouri Higher Education Loan Authority agreed to make up about $30 million of the loss. Wade said MOHELA has indicated it would be willing to provide funding again in 2011-12. 

U.S. college students dodged a financial aid bullet just before Christmas, when Congress agreed to fund the Pell Grant Program at the maximum level in 2011. Aid will remain at the top limit of $5,550 per eligible student. For the academic year of 2009-10, the latest data available, there were 158,365 Pell recipients in Missouri, although the figures do include some duplication, according to the U.S. Department of Education. The total amount awarded was $562 million. 

But funding questions haunt the federal needs-based financial aid program in the years ahead as the college student population grows and lawmakers talk of making difficult budget choices. 

The five-year-old Academic Competitiveness Grant, which supplements Pell, is being phased out this year. The grant provides up to $750 for first-year undergraduate students, and up to $1,300 in the second year. 

Southeast Missouri State's scholarship review committee has been meeting to address some of the more pressing financial aid concerns, said Debbie Below, the university's assistant vice president for enrollment management and director of admissions. 

"We are asking, 'Are we using our dollars appropriately to help as many students as possible?'" she said. 

In 2009-2010, the university awarded $10,440,133 in total institutional aid, including endowed scholarships, annual gifts and tuition funded grants, but excluding athletic aid and tuition waivers, according to Southeast statistics. The institution allocated $2,569,580 in athletic awards. 

The scholarship review committee hopes to produce a report on financial assistance this spring. 

"We're not looking to add or decrease aid, but we want to make sure dollars are allocated to help the greatest number of students," Below said. 

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Area lawmakers criticize tax breaks

By Tony Brown 

Maryville Daily Forum 

Posted Jan 24, 2011 @ 07:53 AM

Maryville, Mo. — "It's going to be a very interesting session," Sen Brad Lager, Savannah, said Friday during a lawmakers' roundtable at the annual Northwest Missouri Press Association meeting in St. Joseph.

With a budget shortfall that some lawmakers place at a half-billion dollars, and emboldened Republican majorities in both the House and Senate eager to flex political muscle, none of the eight politicos on the Northwest Press panel disagreed with Lager’s assessment.

The seven Republicans and lone Democrat, Rep. Pat Conway of St. Joseph, answered questions from area newspaper publishers and reporters on a broad range of issues from job creation to proposals for doing away with Missouri’s income tax.

The old saw about politics making strange bedfellows was evident when both Lager and Conway found themselves arguing for reduction or elimination of corporate tax breaks designed to attract new businesses and promote job growth.

Lager called such incentives “horrible policy” because they allow government to "pick winners and losers" and interfere with free-market competition. Corporate tax breaks, he said, also bleed revenue from state coffers that Missouri needs for “fundamental responsibilities,” including education and infrastructure...

For the complete story, pick up a copy of today's Maryville Daily Forum, or subscribe to the Daily Forum's e-edition.
Mo. Medicaid spending projected to rise by 5.5 percent during the next fiscal year

By Associated Press 

4:05 a.m. CST, January 24, 2011
JEFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) — Missouri's Medicaid budget is likely to rise by hundreds of millions of dollars next year. But state officials say there is little they can do about it.

The budget outlined by Gov. Jay Nixon calls for $8.4 billion for the health care program for the poor during the 2012 fiscal year that starts July 1. That's an increase of 5.5 percent, or about $444 million, over what is expected to be spent this year.

The growth in Medicaid comes as Nixon is recommending cuts to public colleges and universities, the elimination of hundreds of state employee positions, and flat funding for public K-12 schools.

But much of Missouri's Medicaid spending is considered mandatory, if the state wants to continue receiving federal money for the program.

Familiar face leading UM System

University’s general counsel continues presidential responsibilities 

Associated PressPOSTED: 11:16 pm CST January 23, 2011
COLUMBIA, Mo. — Running the state’s four-campus university system requires the University of Missouri president to wear any number of hats: corporate manager, campus cheerleader, education advocate and traveling salesman. 

Steve Owens, the 55-year-old career lawyer named interim university president earlier this month, will be expected to sell the university’s merits to budget-pinching lawmakers, big-pocket donors and the tax-paying public. Just don’t expect the former Tiger tennis player and 1977 graduate of the flagship campus in Columbia to sing his own praises. 

“He is a humble guy,” said good friend Bob Thompson, managing partner of the Bryan Cave law firm’s Kansas City office. “He’s very measured, and approaches things in a pretty studious way.” 

That humility has been on display from the outset of Owens’ unexpected ascension into the spotlight. Lured away from a 26-year career in private practice in 2008 to oversee the university’s legal office as general counsel, Owens was named interim president after Gary Forsee resigned two weeks ago to care for his ill wife. 

Owens, who earned his law degree at Wake Forest University, immediately said he wasn’t interested in making the top job at University Hall permanent. He declined an Associated Press interview request, citing the need to prepare for next week’s Board of Curators meeting in Columbia, his first in charge. And when the university issued statements this week in response to Gov. Jay Nixon’s proposed budget, the response was attributed to unidentified university officials, not Owens. 

In an indirect way, Owens can thank former Missouri men’s basketball coach Norm Stewart for his move to Columbia. 

When the Missouri basketball program faced an NCAA investigation in 1990 over alleged recruiting violations, Stewart turned to the Kansas City lawyer as his personal representative. The school received two years of probation, and Stewart emerged with only one substantiated charge of not adequately monitoring some aspects of the program while avoiding the more serious accusation of unethical conduct. 

A decade later, Owens represented former Nevada-Las Vegas basketball coach Bill Bayno after his firing amid an NCAA investigation and reports that Bayno had cavorted with Las Vegas strippers. By then, Owens had helped launch a sports law division at his firm, which also counted Quin Snyder, Stewart’s coaching successor, among its clients. 

Owens also worked as an outside counsel for the university before he was hired to return to his alma mater. 

Tiger pride runs deep in the Owens family. His father and grandfather attended Mizzou, and one of his three sons is a senior in Columbia. His family has donated money for several scholarships, including one in honor of his father-in-law, a Monett cattle farmer. 

“Steve was the logical choice for the board,” said curator John Carnahan. “We were so blessed to have him available.” 

If recent history is an example, Owens can expect to spend most of the year in his caretaker role. The search process that culminated in Forsee’s hiring took about 10 months. Gordon Lamb, another experienced university leader, was interim president during that stretch. 

Carnahan credited Forsee with assembling a strong leadership team, making the absence of a permanent president less disruptive. 

University administrators can expect Owens to spend much of his time listening and preparing before he acts — a technique honed in both the courtroom and the Sunday school classroom of Second Presbyterian Church in Kansas City. 

“He’s not someone who jumps to the front,” Thompson said. “He listens to the debate first.” 

And with Missouri bona fides to rival the most loyal Tiger supporter, Owens has what both Thompson and Carnahan said is the job’s most important requirement: a true commitment to the University of Missouri. 

“He’s always been a huge supporter and believer in the university,” said Thompson, who is also a Missouri graduate. “We can feel confident that the place is going to be well cared for.”

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Group pushes for local control of police department

11:45 PM, Jan. 23, 2011

SPRINGFIELD NEWS-LEADER   Written by Roseann Moring 

Jefferson City -- After a Proposition A victory in November, St. Louis millionaire Rex Sinquefield has put his money into another issue -- local control of the St. Louis Police Department.
Oversight of St. Louis police has been a longstanding contention between the city and the state. Since the Civil War, a state-appointed board has controlled the department while the city foots the bill.

A House committee just heard a bill that would give control of the force back to the city.

The St. Louis Police Officers Association opposes the measure, saying it would bring politics into police work.

A group called A Safer Missouri is planning to file a petition Monday with the secretary of state's office that would constitutionally mandate local control. Sinquefield has donated $300,000 to the measure already, said spokeswoman Nancy Rice, and they've received financial commitments from others. Rice wouldn't say how much they'd been promised.

"There is no defense for cutting out local citizens and their elected city leaders from managing their police departments, especially when those departments are funded by local tax dollars," said Sinquefield in a statement.

He donated more than $12 million to the successful Let Voters Decide campaign, which targeted St. Louis and Kansas City's earnings taxes.

The Sinquefield-backed petition also would affect Kansas City, where the state also controls the police force but where there has not been a significant push for the resumption of local control. The House bill just deals with St. Louis.

Rice said the group won't go forward with the petition if the bill passes this year.

"It's time to do this," she said.

She said the St. Louis police issue affects other areas of the state because taxpayers could have to pay if there were a lawsuit against the state because of the police force.

The petition says a municipality wouldn't be able to change officers' pensions, which has been an issue for the officers' association.

Drug tests for needy

House Speaker Steve Tilley said Thursday the state House of Representatives plans to take up a bill next week that would require drug testing of recipients of Temporary Assistance for Needy Families.
The bill would allow for the drug testing based on case worker suspicion of recipients of the cash benefits program.

Springfield Republicans Melissa Leach and Lincoln Hough have said it's among their priorities for the session.

"It only makes sense," Hough said before the session began. "I think it's sort of a no-brainer."

The official estimate says the bill will cost about $2 million, mostly in drug treatment. But advocates, including Sen. Jack Goodman, R-Mount Vernon, say the actual cost will be much lower.

The bill has passed in the House before but failed in the Senate. But Goodman said he thinks this year's Senate is more likely to pass it because of a more conservative makeup.

K-12 funding change

As part of a broader look at cutting costs in state government, a Senate committee heard about possible changes to the K-12 funding formula.
The complicated formula determines how much state money each school district gets. It is based on how many students attend the school but also considers a variety of other factors.

Right now, the state does not fund the full amount that schools should get under the formula. So decreases in some areas of the formula could mean an increase to other schools as the money shifts.

Don Thalhuber, an author of the formula -- along with Sen. Victor Callahan, D-Independence -- gave several options for changes:

- Eliminate a "hold harmless" provision that gives districts with few students the same amount of money as they would get with 350 students. This provides small districts with a disincentive to consolidate, because even though they have more students, if they have less than 350, they still get the same amount of money. This would save $6.5 million.

- Stop allowing districts to use attendance from up to two years ago to calculate how much they should get. This gives districts that are losing students a buffer so they don't lose funding immediately -- but it costs the state about $31.8 million, Thalhuber said.

Clay County delegation is a force in Missouri legislature

By JASON NOBLE
The Star’s Jefferson City correspondent

JEFFERSON CITY | If you want to get something done in Jefferson City this year, maybe you should go to Clay County.

It’s a reasonable conclusion, given the big responsibilities being carried by Northland lawmakers in the General Assembly’s 2011 session.

“I can’t think of a time in recent memory when the Greater Kansas City area has had more influence in the Missouri House than they have right now,” said Republican House Speaker Steven Tilley.

The new chairman of the powerful House Budget Committee is Rep. Ryan Silvey, a Kansas City, North, Republican whose district stretches through Clay County. His legislative neighbor to the south, Rep. Jerry Nolte, a Gladstone Republican, will lead House efforts on several business reforms and economic development measures.

“There really are two issues when you get down to it — there’s budget and jobs,” Nolte said. 

For Nolte and Silvey, the prominent roles represent votes of confidence from the House’s St. Louis-centric Republican leadership. 

Tilley, of Perryville, tapped Silvey as budget chairman months ago. 

He will lead the House in writing the state budget and dueling with Democratic Gov. Jay Nixon over its political implications.

Tilley recently suggested empowering Silvey even more by granting his committee subpoena power to compel testimony from witnesses.

“Ryan has shown an ability to get along with people and at the same time be stern and willing to say no to people,” Tilley said. “That’s a great quality to have as budget chair.”

Nolte is sponsoring several bills to enact initiatives favored by the state’s business lobby, including minimum wage reform and capping or cutting business taxes.

Nolte has latched onto economic development and pro-business initiatives as a legislator and gained respect for his pursuit last year of a tax incentive package for the Ford Motor Co.’s Claycomo assembly plant — the intended beneficiary of the incentives — is in his district.

“He was just tenacious,” Tilley said of Nolte’s efforts in the waning days of the legislative session last May and in last summer’s special session. “He knew the issue front and back and worked to get the votes to get it passed.”

Clay County’s influence isn’t limited to the House. In the Senate, Luann Ridgeway, a Smithville Republican, is sponsoring what may be the two most controversial bills of the year. One would amend the state constitution to replace income taxes with a larger sales tax. The other would make Missouri a right-to-work state by barring union membership as a condition of employment.

Sen. Bill Stouffer, a Napton Republican whose district includes a piece of northeastern Clay County, is pushing two other controversial bills. One would change the dog breeding law passed by voters in November. The other would require voters to show photo identification at the polls.

Together, the right-to-work and sales tax measures would represent transformational changes to the state’s economy, budget and labor relations. They are expected to generate heated debate. 

Unlike her county counterparts in the House, Ridgeway’s prominence this session won’t be because leadership has foisted responsibility upon her. Rather, she has picked her own battles.

Ridgeway’s support for right to work is politically risky, considering her district includes the Claycomo plant — a union stronghold. 

But Ridgeway says she is inclined to take what she considers principled stands because of her seniority — she is the second-most-tenured lawmaker in the General Assembly.

“If I don’t do it, who will?” she asked.

Ridgeway, however, will be term-limited in 2012, meaning Clay County voters will not be able to punish her for any stands she takes this year or next year.

Lawmakers differ on why the county’s legislative delegation is taking a more active role this year. Ridgeway points toward demographics — Republicans and Democrats are more competitive in the county, and she says competition leads to better candidates and better lawmakers. 

Nolte credits the delegation’s experience in a legislature flooded this year with new members.

“We’re getting to the point where a lot of us are rising in seniority and becoming much more comfortable with the process and our ability to move legislation,” he said. “It’s just a maturation process.” 

MoDOT wants its day in court on highway lawsuits 
By WES DUPLANTIER   Associated Press
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- The Missouri Department of Transportation wants its day in court when it is sued over injuries or deaths blamed on defects in state roads.

The highway agency contends it is paying out millions of dollars more than necessary because of arbitration rulings against it. So the department wants to be able to take its chances before a judge and jury.

Legislation considered by a Senate committee this past week would repeal a 1999 law that allows plaintiffs to decide whether to submit their cases to binding arbitration instead of a jury. The bill would require lawsuits to go to arbitration only if the Missouri Highways and Transportation Commission agreed to it.

In arbitration, cases are decided by a panel of three arbitrators - one chosen by the plaintiff, one by the defense and the other by both sides. Decisions made in binding arbitration cannot be appealed.

The bill's sponsor, state Sen. Bill Stouffer, R-Napton, said his legislation could save the state money because lawyers may be less likely to sue MoDOT if they had to go to court, where proving their case to a jury might be more difficult. Any money saved in legal cases then could be plowed back into road maintenance and construction, he said.

Currently, "what happens is when a lawyer has a weak case he'll go to arbitration, if he has a strong case he'll go to trial," said Stouffer, chairman of the Senate Transportation Committee, which could vote on the bill soon.

According to a financial estimate by legislative researchers, MoDOT's legal costs were $4 million per year before the arbitration law was passed in 1999. A decade later, the costs had risen to $11.9 million. If Stouffer's bill passes, the transportation agency said, its legal costs could be about $2 million less than in 2009.

MoDOT attorney John Cauwenbergh told the Senate committee that those costs are paid out of the state's road fund, which is used to maintain state highways and bridges.

"There's been a significant financial impact resulting from the enactment of this provision," Cauwenbergh said of the 1999 law. "Getting rid of this provision simply gives MoDOT its day in court."

Denise Henning, an attorney at the Kansas City-based Henning Law Firm, said she believes taking away the arbitration requirement would not help the state because jury trials can take twice as long as the arbitration process.

"It's in the best interests of taxpayers for MoDOT to resolve cases quickly," Henning said in an interview Friday. "And arbitrators may be better decision-makers, because these cases involve highway and road issues that they might more familiar with than the average juror."

Roger Brown, an attorney who works in Jefferson City, told the committee that removing the arbitration option would make it harder for injured people to file claims against MoDOT, because state law caps awards at $300,000. He said plaintiffs would see little money after a trial, because they would have to hire more experts and pay higher attorney fees for a long trial, while the state can use the in-house counsel and experts that it has on salary.

"It's very expensive to put these cases together," he said. "So when you're looking at a limited recovery, it's cost-prohibitive."

--- MoDOT lawsuit bill is SB33.

On the web: Legislature: http://www.moga.mo.gov 

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Missouri residents get extra days to file taxes

The Associated Press
JEFFERSON CITY | Missouri residents are getting three extra days to file their state income taxes this year.

The state Department of Revenue has joined the Internal Revenue Service in extending the filing deadline to April 18 instead of the usual April 15.

The IRS moved its deadline because the nation's capital will be observing Emancipation Day on April 15, which is a Friday. The holiday marks the 1862 signing by President Abraham Lincoln of a bill ending slavery in the District of Columbia.

But even with the extra time, Missouri revenue officials urge taxpayers to file as early as possible. The Revenue Department also recommends that taxpayers file online and double-check their math to make sure they're paying the right amount.

Posted on Mon, Jan. 24, 2011 05:38 AM
Local school districts benefit from truancy court

Sunday, January 23, 2011
By M.D. Kittle ~ Southeast Missourian

Truancy court is now in session in the Scott City School District, and it's making a big difference in curbing student absenteeism and bolstering academic performance, school administrators say. 

After a full semester in the books, the court has seen 11 students and their parents or guardians, many of whom are getting back on academic track, according to Scott City superintendent Diann Bradshaw-Ulmer. 

Districtwide attendance in the fall semester climbed to 96.37 percent, up from 93.5 percent in the 2009-2010 school year, based on district statistics. 

"We have seen tremendous growth in attendance, a huge increase in kids coming to school, and that's exactly what we wanted," Bradshaw-Ulmer said, summing up the program's progress to date during the Scott City School Board meeting last week. 

The truancy court was born of the district's comprehensive school improvement plan goal to boost a district attendance rate that failed to meet the Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education's Annual Performance Report standard. While it could take some time to hit the five-year attendance average benchmark, Bradshaw-Ulmer said the district definitely is heading in the right direction. 

The district implemented a tougher attendance policy at the beginning of the school year. Students who miss six days of school -- unexecuted absences -- now are referred to an attendance committee. The committee reviews the previous two semesters of attendance. If a student's attendance rate was below 90 percent over the period, he is referred to the truancy court. And students who don't participate in truancy court will lose credit for the semester. Students with attendance rates above 90 percent are monitored for continued absences and can be referred to truancy court at any time. 

Habitual absenteeism is addressed on a case-by-case basis, Bradshaw-Ulmer said, noting the committee considers extenuating circumstances. 

Truancy justice begins in front of a family court judge in Scott County Court, where offending students and their parents hear the verdict. Truancy court is held at Scott City's public schools. Students meet with the judge once a month in 40-minute sessions. That's where the judge tracks progress in attendance and classroom performance. If the habitually absent show marked improvement in attendance and classroom performance, they receive cash prizes and gift cards. 

If they're not complying? That depends on the age of the child. The judge typically holds parents more accountable for elementary school children, Bradshaw-Ulmer said, while older students bear more responsibility. 

"There's always the juvenile detention center," the superintendent said, referring to possible consequences for continued attendance trouble. "They could get an invitation there overnight to wake them up. That's the judge's call." 

Bradshaw-Ulmer said students for the most part are following truancy court edicts. And she said the court is providing parents with a critical support system. 

Michael Umfleet, principal at the Scott City Middle School, said the benefits have been measurable. Attendance at the school climbed to 96.47 percent last semester, up from 93.1 percent for the 2009-2010 school year. While the threat of truancy court may be serving as a deterrent, Umfleet said the incentives programs are helping students achieve their goals. 

"We had a girl who did really well after the first month. Her grades and her attendance were up, so she got some gift cards," the principal said. The court can provide tutors and other educational support for students who struggle academically, a big reason for chronic absenteeism. 

There's a bigger picture to the attendance question, Umfleet said. The goal of the truancy court, the administrator said, is to try to keep students, and eventually adults, out of the legal system. 

"If you get kids involved in their education and having success, that tends to take care of all the other issues and they take care of themselves. We've got to step in as soon as we can to break that cycle, and this has been successful in some of the other schools in the area." 

The Sikeston (Mo.) School District, for instance, implemented the Juvenile Court pilot program in the 2002-2003 school year. Within a year of launching, the average attendance for the 100 students in the program climbed from about 80 percent to 93 percent. 

The Cape Girardeau School District had considered truancy court but instead opted for strengthening its attendance policy, holding parents legally accountable. Parents of students who miss 10 or more days of school could be charged with educational neglect, or violating the compulsory school attendance law. Penalties include up to 15 days in jail, a $300 fine and the possibility of probation of up to two years on the misdemeanor charge. At least two parents to date have been charged under the policy, most recently Laura J. Hogeland. Hogeland's arraignment is set for Feb. 17, according to Missouri court documents. 

The goal of tougher truancy policies, administrators say, isn't to punish parents or students. 

"Our goal is to gets kids to school," Bradshaw-Ulmer said. "The more times they are here the better opportunity we have to educate them." 

Gender gap is narrowing in ranks of schools chiefs 

BY ELIZABETHE HOLLAND   POST-DISPATCH

In the mid-1980s, as Linda Henke was taking graduate-level courses in hope of becoming a school administrator, the number of women in her classes typically was no more than two.

"We were anomalies," said Henke, superintendent of the Maplewood-Richmond Heights School District.

And she said they were made to feel like anomalies.

"I still remember, just as clear as day," Henke recalled, "one of the professors saying, 'OK, does everybody understand this concept? Do you two girls get it?'"

Henke saw no humor at the time but gets a good laugh out of it now, largely because she realizes times are changing.

Indeed, a recently released national study says the percentage of female superintendents has increased nearly four times from what it was in 1992. The study, released by the American Association of School Administrators, is the latest in a series of reports conducted every 10 or so years since the early 1920s.

The most recent findings show that in a survey of about 2,000 superintendents nationwide, 24 percent were women — up from 13 percent when the survey was last taken a decade ago.

In Missouri and Illinois, the percentage of female superintendents has risen roughly tenfold in the last two decades. According to the Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, 107 of the state's 493 superintendents last year — or 22 percent — were female. In Illinois, 233 of last year's 843 superintendents — or 28 percent — were female, according to the Illinois State Board of Education.

Missouri also has its first female state commissioner of education, Chris Nicastro, who was appointed in 2009.

"I find it to be exciting that more women are willing to step forth and that more boards of education are willing to recognize the leadership and the skills that women bring to the position," said Gay Tompkins.

She was one of the St. Louis area's first female superintendents, when in 1994 she accepted the role as the Affton School District's interim superintendent. She became permanent superintendent in 1997 and retired in 2005.

While the number of female superintendents is on the rise, at the current rate of change it will take more than three decades before women achieve parity with men in the superintendent ranks, according to the 10-year study. That gender disparity is even more pronounced considering the fact that the vast majority of the public education work force is female.

"There's a huge disparity there," said Dan Domenech, executive director of the American Association of School Administrators. "There are so many more women in education than men."

Domenech, who served 27 years as a superintendent in New York and Virginia, blames the disparity in large part on school boards, which hire superintendents.

"There is still a gender bias regarding women when it comes to the selection of a superintendent of schools," he said. "It probably is very similar to the glass ceiling that exists in corporate America."

For women, the path to the superintendency is more often through central office positions, as assistant superintendents, Domenech said. Many men, on the other hand, go directly from the job of principal to superintendent.

DIFFERENT PATHS

Marsha Chappelow, 59, is in her second year as superintendent of the Ladue School District and is one of seven female school chiefs among St. Louis County's 24 districts. Chappelow taught for about 10 years and then worked in district administration for about 20 years before she became Ladue's first superintendent chosen from within. She had been a Ladue associate district superintendent.

"I decided in probably the later years of my career that I wanted a superintendent's job because it seemed like a natural step for me," she said. "But if you look at my path, I wouldn't say that it was well-planned, by any means."

The national report found that women in education take different career paths to the top — and that they don't get there nearly as quickly as men, who become first-time superintendents at an earlier age. More than half of the men surveyed were superintendents by age 45.

Female superintendents on average were older and had more formal education and teaching experience than men by the time they reached the top, according to the study. They were twice as likely as men to have had more than 20 years of teaching experience before becoming administrators.

Henke, the Maplewood-Richmond Heights superintendent, said many female educators, herself included, initially might not be drawn to administration because "they really love the curriculum, the learning, the working with teachers and students, and they really look at the superintendency as much more of a political position."

But she said classroom experience is an asset to administrators.

"With the shift in focus on achievement, I think that classroom experience and a deep understanding of how teaching and learning work get you to a much better place than if you've had a year or two in the classroom, because now you have to come up with ways to change the classroom," Henke said.

The report also notes that the percentage of women indicating they had encountered discrimination in their pursuit of superintendencies was more than three times the percentage of men who said they had experienced it.

While Domenech believes gender bias is a factor, he also points to family concerns — wanting their children to be fully grown first — as a key reason for women becoming superintendents later in their careers.

Henke said she didn't feel ready for the role until after her son graduated from high school. "It's very difficult to look at a superintendency and try to figure out how you balance that with children, because at least four nights a week, I'm gone," she said.

FINDING respect

Gina Segobiano, superintendent of the Columbia, Ill., school district, doesn't fit the profile of the typical female superintendent. Segobiano, 45, taught for six years in the Signal Hill School District before becoming a principal, then superintendent, of the district. She then became superintendent of the Harmony-Emge School District, where she remained for four years before taking the job with Columbia last summer.

But even with her experience as a top administrator and the area's seeming acceptance of women for the role, Segobiano initially questioned whether Columbia was ready for its first female schools chief. She even went as far as to ask School Board members whether they felt the community was ready.

"I have not once had any feeling that I was not respected as a female superintendent since I've been here," Segobiano said. "The opportunities are out there for females. For any female in any career, I just see the door opening more and more."

Domenech said it's important that such doors continue to open for women seeking superintendencies.

"Just as we see that role models are important in the classroom, certainly role models are important in a leadership role," he said. "And to the extent that little girls can see that the superintendent of their district is a woman is certainly healthy for their being able to aspire to positions of leadership."

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Division of Tourism considers new discount program

Marshall White St. Joseph News-Press 

POSTED: 11:18 pm CST January 23, 2011
This week’s column focuses on a statewide program that could impact Northwest Missouri tourism and sales tax revenue. 

The folks down at the Missouri Division of Tourism are dreaming about a promotional opportunity that could assist the local museums, historical societies, state park vendors, historic churches, religious communities, campgrounds, restaurants, motels and other businesses that rely on tourism in our part of the state. 

One of the realities of today’s tourism market is that when families begin planning their summer getaways, many will make decisions based on where they can get the best value for their money. The department has been searching for vehicles that can reach that customer base. And they think they may have a winning combination with the potential opportunity to reach out to over 65 million consumers this summer. The opportunity involves the creation of a partnership with McDonald’s restaurants — all at no cost to you. 

During May, a statewide advertising campaign would alert McDonald’s customers that their McDonald’s receipts can be redeemed for discounts at tourist attractions across Missouri. A partnership with McDonald’s could effectively drive millions of visitors to Missouri tourism destinations. The 411 McDonald’s outlets throughout Missouri will serve over 19 million customers each month this summer, and this is an opportunity to communicate with each customer, through the Roadtrip Rewards promotion. 

Participating destinations also would be able to post special offers on the Roadtrip Rewards site, where millions of McDonald’s customers could find them, and make plans to visit and redeem their rewards throughout the summer. 

Radio and billboard advertising, as well as in-restaurant signage and packaging messages, would build awareness of the promotion for one month — and the division’s goal is to begin in May. Every purchase that month would result in a coupon being printed on a McDonald’s receipt. The receipt would drive customers to a special Roadtrip Rewards section of VisitMO.com, and the physical receipt would serve as the redemption mechanism at each destination. Also, by logging on to VisitMO.com/rewards, families would be able to locate all of the participating tourism destinations and see what type of deal they can receive. 

In order to continue building the promotion, the tourism division needs to hear from those museums, historical societies and tourism-related businesses. Visit www.RoadtripRewards.com by Feb. 11, and confirm your interest. Once the division has enough confirmed participants from around the state, they will send additional details, including simple steps to become registered. 

In order to answer any questions, the tourism division and Hoffman Lewis will hold a webinar on Thursday. Details about that event will be announced soon. With questions, contact shari.wells@ded.mo.

Senator Roy Blunt Talks About Impact Felt By Tuscon Shooting

KTTS - Saturday, January 22, 2011

During a visit to his home town, Missouri's newest Senator talked to reporters about the tragic shooting in Arizona and how it's affecting his work in Washington. Senator Roy Blunt says the general reaction by colleagues is to "[not] let the unexplainable actions of somebody who appears to be deranged impact democracy".

Blunt says that includes the Senate's upcoming vote on a repeal of the Federal health care law. It was passed this week by the Republican-controlled House.

Meanwhile, Representative Gabrielle Giffords continues to improve, now two weeks after getting shot in the head. Her doctors say she's showing remarkable progress. Giffords is now at a rehab center in Houston.

Emerson says she hasn't raised security at constituent meetings

Sunday, January 23, 2011
By NOREEN HYSLOP ~ Daily Statesman

DEXTER, Mo. -- The Tucson, Ariz., shootings will not change how Rep. Jo Ann Emerson conducts business with constituents in the Bootheel, the congresswoman said Monday. 
While in Dexter to tour Three Rivers Community College's learning center, Emerson commented on the Jan. 8 shootings that left six people dead and wounded Rep. Gabrielle Giffords. 

While much has been said in recent days regarding the possible need to step up security at gatherings where elected officials are conducting business among their constituents, Emerson said, "I'm not doing anything differently than before." 

"I'm still going to hold my town hall meetings," Emerson said, "and I will not change anything about the way I conduct business." 

Emerson cites the Tucson shootings as an isolated incident. 

"This was a person with mental challenges," she said, "and I don't think I need to do anything differently based on this insane man's actions." 

While Giffords is not a close friend of Emerson's, the congresswomen do work together in Washington toward common goals, and outside of business they play together on a summer softball team. 

"She is loved by everyone," Emerson said of Giffords, who continues to improve from a gunshot wound to the head. "She is one of those people who works hard and is always positive, always looking for the good in everything and everybody." 

With regard to Missouri's gun purchase laws in the wake of the shooting, Emerson doesn't see the need for any major changes. 

"I think our gun laws are fine the way they are, although I think there are some technical points with which we need to deal," Emerson said. 

Those technical points would deal with divulging information about a potential gun owner's history. 

About 600 abortion protesters march in Missouri 

By WES DUPLANTIER Associated Press

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- Hundreds of anti-abortion protesters from around Missouri marched to the state Capitol building Saturday to mark the 38th anniversary of Roe v. Wade, the 1973 Supreme Court decision that declared federal laws banning abortion unconstitutional.

About 600 protesters gathered near the governor's mansion and the Missouri Secretary of State's office around 10 a.m., waving signs and singing Christian hymns as they walked up the steps of the Capitol. The protest was one of several that will happen this weekend around the country to mark the Jan. 22 anniversary of the ruling. A march in Washington D.C. is planned Monday.

The line of protesters near the governor's mansion stretched nearly a city block, despite cold morning temperatures, waiting to begin a walk organized by two anti-abortion campaigns, America Asleep kNOw More and 40 Days for Life.

Kathie Forck, one of the event's organizers with 40 Days for Life, said the protest was aimed at creating a stigma around abortion, even if the ruling will not be changed.

"We want abortion to be unthinkable, even if it is legal," she said. "We need to bring chastity and purity back into this country."

At the front of the line of protesters, Tim Thompson and his cousin Rebecca Townsend, both of Marshall, hoisted an eight-foot cross reading "Everlasting Life" on their shoulders as the march began. Thompson said it was important to mark the anniversary of the court's ruling, but said the march is meant to draw more attention to their cause on other days as well.

"I think you have to support the idea regardless of what day it is," he said.

The marchers then gathered in the Capitol rotunda to hear speeches from several anti-abortion speakers, including a physician and a priest. Speaking with two priests sitting behind him, Dave Daubenmire, a former football coach from Ohio, criticized churches for not opposing abortion strongly enough in recent years.

"Thirty-eight years, 38 years of unabated child-killing in America. Abortion won't end in America because the church doesn't hate abortion," Daubenmire said, his voice rising.

Near the end of the rally, school-age children were called to the podium to speak individually about why they do not think abortion should be legal.

Sally Burgess, executive director of the Hope Clinic for Women in Granite City, Ill., said the clinic had a dozen abortion rights advocates from Missouri on hand to escort patients into the clinic Saturday. She said a group of about three dozen protesters had come from Carbondale, Ill., tripling the number of protesters usually outside the clinic, but she said abortion rights groups also recognize the anniversary of the court's ruling.

"We honor Roe v. Wade each year because we understand that having access to professional, safe abortion care is a public health need," she said.

In a statement released Friday, Cecile Richards, president of the Planned Parenthood Federation of America, said the group is marking the anniversary while fighting proposed federal legislation that would limit private health insurance coverage of the procedure.

"Today, we celebrate what we achieved 38 years ago with Roe v. Wade and rededicate ourselves to protecting each woman's constitutional right to make her own private, personal medical decisions," she said in the statement.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Two reports look at beryllium contamination at Bannister complex

By KAREN DILLON
The Kansas City Star


Part of the Bannister Federal Complex is contaminated by beryllium that was used to make parts for nuclear bombs, according to a report obtained by The Kansas City Star.

But federal officials aren’t saying what that means.

It could mean that beryllium dust falls within federal safety standards — or that workers are being exposed to hazardous levels of beryllium, a highly toxic metal.

The internal report by a consultant does not detail the level of contamination in the 230,000-square-foot area of the plant, which has been the focus of growing alarm over pollution and worker health.

Yet another recent report, this one from a federal health office, raises even more concern about contamination levels. According to the report, an unusually high number of Kansas City plant workers have become ill from exposure to beryllium, a carcinogen that can cause several diseases.

Still, federal officials who oversee the plant have refused to give details about the beryllium contamination and cleanup efforts despite months of questions from The Star. 

Instead, the only responses about contamination came from a spokeswoman for the plant’s private contractor, Honeywell Federal Manufacturing & Technologies, who said the plant follows a complex set of beryllium regulations.

Some regulatory agencies said they had been provided no evidence of a cleanup, however.

At least three elected officials said the public and workers needed answers about beryllium at the plant.

“None of our federal employees should be in places that are not safe,” said Danny Rotert, spokesman for U.S. Rep. Emanuel Cleaver, a Kansas City Democrat. 

The agency overseeing the plant operations needs to either release documents or better explain exactly what kind of cleanup has been done, Rotert said.

Cleaver wants the Environmental Protection Agency to expand its ongoing investigations into those areas. 

Kansas City Councilman John Sharp, whose 6th District includes the complex, said the time for secrecy was over.

“Something clearly seems amiss,” said Sharp, who has been concerned about workers’ health and the future of the polluted site.

The refusal of a federal agency and Honeywell “to release information that has been requested makes everyone suspicious of what really has gone on at that facility,” Sharp said.

Sen. Claire McCaskill, a Missouri Democrat, said workers needed to be assured they were working in a clean environment.

“It is of the utmost importance that the federal government be open and transparent about the safety of their facilities and the health of their workers,” McCaskill said. 

Exposure to beryllium, a light but strong metal, can lead to chronic beryllium disease or lung cancer. Chronic beryllium disease can scar the lungs but it also may affect lymph nodes, liver, kidneys and heart. It can take as long as 30 years to develop.

The federal government acknowledges that workers at the Kansas City plant have gotten chronic beryllium disease or lung cancer. The government has now paid more than $28 million in compensation and medical benefits for toxic exposures, including beryllium.

But beryllium cleanups can be complex and expensive.

Beryllium is difficult to detect because it doesn’t smell and cannot be seen or felt. Studies done by Lisa Maier with National Jewish Health and her colleagues show that 0.2 micrograms of beryllium dust per cubic meter of air would be equivalent to roughly a pencil tip in a box 40 feet tall and the size of a football field, 

Even that standard, however, doesn’t protect many people, said Maier, who said beryllium was a risk at any detectable level.

Disputed space
The Bannister Federal Complex has long been under fire because of concerns about toxic contamination and pollution spills from making bomb parts for 60 years. But several agencies are involved at the complex, which contributes to the veil of secrecy and confusion that hangs over the massive area near Troost Avenue and Bannister Road in south Kansas City.

“The place is a bureaucratic nightmare,” Rotert said.

The players, most simply put:

•Department of Energy, which includes the National Nuclear Security Administration that for several years has overseen the manufacturing area of the plant.

•Honeywell, the nuclear security agency’s private contractor that operates the manufacturing area.

•General Services Administration, the federal agency that owns about 40 percent of the complex. GSA’s area includes offices for its staff and other federal agencies.

Many environmentalists, elected officials and current and former workers have questioned what some believe are an inordinate number of cancer cases at GSA, which has admitted providing misleading information about health risks. The EPA has launched investigations.

The newest report about beryllium focuses on a 230,000-square-foot area, which is about 10 percent of the manufacturing plant. The area is owned by GSA but has been used by the nuclear security administration for decades.

The cleanliness of that area has taken on even more importance because in late 2012 the Kansas City plant will begin a move to a new $687 million campus about eight miles south of its current location.

As a result, GSA has been studying what to do with the 230,000-square-foot area, which is just on the other side of the wall from its offices. The area is about the size of four football fields. GSA has been advised by its real estate broker that beryllium in the area needs to be cleaned up to non-detectable level to be able to lease or sell it, said Angela Brees, a GSA spokeswoman.

GSA and the nuclear security agency have been negotiating over a cleanup for about eight years, documents show.

At some point the space was converted to non-beryllium manufacturing and storage, according to the nuclear security agency. About 15 employees still work in that area.

Tanya Snyder, the Honeywell spokeswoman, responded in e-mails to The Star that the area had not required cleaning except for one small beryllium process. Snyder, who said she was speaking for the nuclear security agency as well, would not further detail the process or the cleanup.

One major sticking point between the nuclear security agency and GSA: the level of cleanup.

“The standards for what people consider clean is where the disconnect comes in,” said Charlie Cook, another GSA spokesman. “They want to use one standard, we want to use another standard.”

GSA has asked the nuclear security agency to clean up beryllium so that it can’t be detected. But agency plant managers only wanted to clean up the site to 0.2 micrograms of beryllium per 100 square centimeters of surface area, said Brees of GSA.

Although 0.2 micrograms is an energy department standard, GSA was concerned that was too high to sell or lease the property.

Contamination report
The recent beryllium contamination report came about because GSA wanted to know its options for the property.

In 2008, GSA contracted with Keres Consulting for an internal study. In its report, the consultant said the primary contaminant in the 230,000 square feet was beryllium powder, based on reports of the nuclear security administration.

The consultant’s report did not list a level of the contamination but noted that the energy department “has not provided a plan for the remediation” of the space.

Snyder said she would not comment on the report because the nuclear security administration and Honeywell officials had not read it nor had they talked to the Keres consultants.

The Keres firm did not respond to questions about the report. GSA confirms it received the report, but officials said they don’t know the level of contamination.

GSA, EPA and Missouri state environmental officials all said they had never received evidence of a beryllium cleanup. 

Questions also remain about how thorough a beryllium cleanup was done throughout the rest of the plant.

Ten years ago, testing had shown there was significant contamination and many workers had been exposed. The federal government ordered the plant to clean up excessive levels of beryllium dust, and energy department officials said the cleanup was complete. 

But it will be difficult to know how complete the cleanup was until agencies there begin working together and telling the public what they’re doing, Cleaver’s office said.

“We have serious environmental issues we need to deal with at that site,” Rotert said.

Health risks
A second report by the energy department’s own Office of Health, Safety and Security makes the contamination question even more serious.

The 2009 report said the number of beryllium-related illnesses was higher than expected considering the limited amount of beryllium that plant officials said was used over several decades.

The report said cases at Kansas City and two other plants “are not well understood.”

In past year, monitoring of workers for beryllium exposure was limited, while increased monitoring in recent years has not always identified the sources of exposures, the report said.

The report recommended more extensive monitoring.

Although the nuclear security agency and Honeywell officials had no comment, they did point to an audit that was ordered by the energy department’s inspector general last year because of the seriousness of the health issues that employees had raised.

The audit said the Kansas City plant had implemented controls to protect the environment and workers from exposure. 

“Further, while we cannot provide absolute assurance, the results of our work indicated that the systems were working as intended,” the audit said.

Rickey Hass, deputy inspector for audits and inspections, said auditors reviewed the 2009 health report and looked to see whether the Kansas City plant implemented the report’s recommendations.

“They changed their testing and increased their monitoring,” Hass said.

Both the report and the audit looked at the plant in general, not just the 230,000 square feet. 

Hass said the beryllium issue was difficult because the period of time that beryllium has been used has covered decades and standards and regulations have changed. 

So it is hard to know when or how the illnesses were caused.

“It’s still not well understood,” Hass said of the Kansas City plant beryllium cases.

A colleague at National Jewish Health, which is considered by some to be the top respiratory hospital in the country, agreed its workers shouldn’t be in an area that hasn’t been cleaned at the very least to the 0.2 standard unless they’re wearing protective gear. 

That kind of cleanup isn’t easy, said Mike Van Dyke, an industrial hygienist.

“It takes a lot of time, and a lot of money and lots and lots and lots of samples,” he said. 

A short history 

•About 10 years ago: Testing shows significant beryllium contamination at the Kansas City plant. A cleanup is ordered, and energy department officials say it was completed. 

•2002: The General Services Administration begins discussions with the National Nuclear Security Administration to take back a 230,000-square-foot area in the manufacturing plant. 

•Over several years: The two agencies can’t agree on a cleanup standard — the level of beryllium that can remain in the area.

•2009-2010: Concerns grow at the federal complex over pollution and cancers among workers.

•2011: Two reports about beryllium surface. One says contamination remains in the disputed 230,000-square-foot area. The other says the number of workers who are sick from beryllium exposure is unusually high at the plant.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Union membership falls below 12 percent of workforce

By DIANE STAFFORD
The Kansas City Star

Fewer than 12 out of 100 American workers were union members last year, the smallest share in a decades-long slide.

Union membership fell in 2010 to 11.9 percent of the workforce, down from 12.3 percent in 2009, a sign that the jobless recovery and shifting political winds continued to carve away at collective bargaining.

In the private sector alone, union membership fell to 6.9 percent from 7.2 percent of employees, the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics reported Friday. That represents the lowest share since the burgeoning of the labor movement in the 1930s. 

Further declines are expected this year in both the private and public sectors. Although job loss is easing in the private sector, public unions, in particular, face further job cuts as state and local governments struggle to balance budgets.

Labor advocates said the decline of unions amounted to a hit on all middle-class incomes, whether workers were union members or not.

“There’s a correlation between wages and unions,” said Alison Omens, spokeswoman for the AFL-CIO. “Productivity has continued to rise, corporate profits are as good as ever, but wages have not gone up along with it.”

Historically, workers represented by collective bargaining units have more clout in negotiating wages than individual employees, thus tending to raise the wage floor for all workers.

In 2010, full-time wage and salary workers who were union members had median weekly earnings of $917, compared to $717 for similar workers who weren’t represented by unions, the labor bureau reported.

Omens noted that Republican-dominated legislatures in many states, including Missouri, are trying to further reduce union clout. Right to Work legislation — which would prohibit union membership as a condition of employment — is a top priority in the Missouri General Assembly.

In an essay published last month in The Wall Street Journal, former Minnesota governor Tim Pawlenty explained conservatives’ quarrel with public-sector unions, in part arguing against the traditional defined-benefit pension plans that have remained part of many collective bargaining contracts:

“Defined-benefit systems have created a financial albatross for taxpayers,” wrote Pawlenty, a Republican. “The private sector dropped them years ago in favor of the clarity and predictability of defined-contribution models such as 401(k) plans. This change alone can save taxpayers trillions of dollars.

“The moral case for unions — protecting working families from exploitation — does not apply to public employment.”

Writing in response to the new union membership report, Ben Zipperer, researcher at the Center for Economic and Policy Research, said Friday that “in the absence of federal support for state and local governments, public-sector cutbacks will continue to depress the overall union membership rate.” 

Zipperer said the recession helped slice public and private union rolls by more than 1.3 million members in 2009 and 2010, as the nation slogged through a jobless recovery.

“The decline in the number of workers who have a voice on the job makes it more difficult to reverse the economic trends,” said Mary Kay Henry, president of the Service Employees International Union in a statement after the bureau released its union report.

Private-sector unions lost about 612,000 members last year, with the construction industry recording the biggest drop, partly because of the decline in nonresidential construction. 

Manufacturing, with a 10.7 percent union membership rate, is fast fading as a “union industry.”

By occupational category, educational and library services continued to be the most heavily unionized job. In the public and private sectors combined, 37.1 percent of workers in that field were union members last year. 

Collective bargaining strength continued to be most dominant among government workers, among whom 36.2 percent were union members last year, down from 37.4 percent in 2009.

The bureau pegged union membership at 26.8 percent of federal employees, 31.1 percent of state employees, and 42.3 percent of local government employees.

All told, about 7.1 million private-sector employees belonged to a union last year, as did 7.6 million public-sector workers, the Labor Department said. Some 1.6 million workers were not union members but held jobs that were covered by union contracts.

According to the department, 11.1 percent of Missouri workers were covered by union contracts last year, as were 9.1 percent of Kansas workers.

Around the country, collective bargaining representation ranged from 26 percent of workers in New York down to less than 5 percent in North Carolina.

One industry with a small surge in collective bargaining efforts is health care. Nurses and medical residents at hospitals around the country are beginning to organize to limit work hours.

Economists note that job growth trends do little to indicate a turnaround in union membership. What scant post-recession job growth there has been has tilted toward small businesses that aren’t typical venues for organized workforces.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Illinois' neighbors hope to cash in on economic misfortune

BY KEVIN McDERMOTT   POST-DISPATCH

SPRINGFIELD, Ill. • Wisconsin has added "Open For Business" to its state welcome signs along Illinois' northern border.

Indiana's governor has publicly equated Illinois to television's Simpsons, "the dysfunctional family down the block."

The Missouri Chamber of Commerce and Industry's website bluntly declares: "(We're) looking at ways to position Missouri to take advantage of our neighboring state's economic misfortune."

Illinois' income tax increase this year has some predicting a mass defection of businesses and residents to other states, which seem to be licking their chops.

There is actually little danger that downtown Belleville is going to relocate to St. Louis any time soon. "I know of no one who is moving out, talking about moving out or thinking about moving out," says Monica Bristow, president of the River Bend Growth Association, which promotes economic development in the Metro East. "The bottom line is, it's still profitable to have a business in Illinois."

But the tax hike clearly adds to a theme that homeowners, businesspeople, shoppers, smokers, drinkers, hunters and others in the region have long known: Life is generally cheaper west of the river.

"We're a family business, we've been here 109 years. We can't move … but I'm very concerned that my customers can,'' said Augie Wuellner, president of J.J. Wuellner Construction in Godfrey. Like other businesses in the region, he's pondering the latest blow to an area that was already at a tax disadvantage against Missouri in almost every way even before the new Illinois rates. "Everything is going to go up."

The tax hike that Gov. Pat Quinn signed into law earlier this month takes Illinois' 3 percent flat tax in individual income up to 5 percent for the next four years. That's still less than the 6 percent that most Missourians pay in state income tax. However, Missouri offers a more generous list of deductions and exemptions that puts many Missouri families well below their Illinois counterparts in total state taxes.

Less relevant to most residents — but more significant to businesses — is the increase in Illinois' two-part corporate tax by 2.2 percentage points, to 9.5 percent of income. Missouri's effective business income tax rate is under 6 percent.

"There's a whole host of factors that go into when and why you're in business. If you dramatically increase one of them, you're going to alter the whole calculation, which is what Illinois has done," said Dan Mehan, president of the Missouri Chamber of Commerce and Industry.

Mehan noted that Illinois already was at a business disadvantage in terms of its workers' compensation system and its famously aggressive litigation system — not to mention a raft of higher taxes and fees on everyday life compared to Missouri, from sales and property taxes to cigarettes and alcohol to gasoline.

"You throw the (Illinois) tax increase on top of that and you have an incentive for the expansion of business in Missouri," said Mehan.

His counterpart in Illinois doesn't disagree.

"There are economic consequences to political decisions. A lot of politicians lose sight of that," said Doug Whitley, president of the Illinois Chamber of Commerce.

"I do not think there's going to be some immediate exodus to Missouri. Businesses don't operate that way," said Whitley. But over time, he said, businesses considering moving to or expanding in Illinois will take that income tax rate and the rest of the state's fees and taxes into account. "Many businesses don't necessarily have to be where they are."

TAKE OF TWO HUNTERS
It's not just about the income tax hike. Consider the average Illinoisan going on a hunting trip and his Missouri counterpart.

The Illinois resident who wakes up in his $100,000 Belleville home will be paying about $2,600 a year in property taxes. The Missouri resident in a similarly valued home in St. Louis will be paying about $1,400.

The $20 alarm clock the Illinoisan turns off as he awakens had $1.25 added to its price in state sales tax when he bought it. The Missourian's alarm clock had 85 cents worth of state tax on it.

If the Illinoisan has a cigarette after breakfast, the state tobacco tax on it will have cost him 4.9 cents. The Missourian's per-smoke tax is less than a penny.

As the two hunters fill up their cars for the trip, they're paying similar state fuel taxes on the gasoline — but the Illinoisan is also paying the state's 6.25 percent sales tax, plus local taxes, which the Missourian isn't.

If they pick up some beer for the trip, the Illinoisan will pay about 2 cents in state taxes on his 12-ounce bottle of beer. For the Missourian, it's about half a penny per bottle.

If they buy the harder stuff, the discrepancy gets wider. For a typical bottle of vodka, "you're not going to find anything in Illinois for less than $14, because of the tax,'' says Tony McLaughlin, general manager of Randall's Wines and Spirits, which has stores in Fairview Heights and St. Louis. "Whereas in Missouri you can find it for $10."

And the tax discrepancy follows the hunters into the woods. The Illinoisans' cost in fees and tags for taking a buck will be about $42. For the Missourian, it's $17.

THE EXCEPTION
As the Illinoisan gets in his car to drive home from the trip, he enjoys about the only major tax advantage over his Missouri counterpart that remains.

The annual state registration expense for a car in Illinois is a flat base rate of $99 (more for vanity plates), regardless of what the vehicle is worth. The Missourian, meanwhile, has to pay an annual tax based on the car's value.

In St. Louis, for instance, that will cost him about $365 a year for a $15,000 sedan and potentially twice that for a high-end car. In addition, the Missourian has to pay a registration fee — usually between $20 and $50 — in an unusual scale that's based on the horsepower of the car.

"That's where people get slammed," says Mike Right of AAA Auto Club's St. Louis office. He recounted "horror stories" of Missouri automobile taxes approaching $1,000 for some car owners. "That's the only thing where Illinois is better than Missouri."

Quinn and other Democratic leaders who pushed through the income tax hikes in the final hours of the previous legislative session this month argue it's necessary to get Illinois back on solid financial footing in the face of a projected $15 billion budget deficit that has caused billions in unpaid state obligations. The increases will drop in four years unless the state moves to keep them in place.

Social service organizations, educators and others strongly backed the move, saying it was necessary to prevent a fiscal meltdown.

"What's right is not always what's popular," Quinn said in defense of the tax hike earlier this month.

State's budget in hands of legislators

SPRINGFIELD NEWS-LEADER  Roseann Moring
Now that Gov. Jay Nixon has released his budget proposals, it's up to legislators to craft a final version of the state's spending for next year.

"We've just done step one," said Springfield Rep. Sara Lampe, the ranking Democrat on the House Budget Committee.

Some of the governor's proposals will probably carry through. House Budget Chairman Ryan Silvey said a 7 percent cut is reasonable for colleges and universities to expect.

But he said he was dubious about other changes, especially the ones that would require a separate legislative change.

Because the governor and legislative leaders have both said they won't consider tax increases, the budget passed by May 6 will be at least $500 million less that this year's budget, about $23 billion overall. The next fiscal year begins July 1.

"You really are at the point where you're reducing things you wish you didn't have to," Budget Director Linda Luebbering said.

In some ways, it's more difficult for the General Assembly to pass a budget because each member has a different vision of the final budget.

Nixa Public Schools Superintendent Stephen Kleinsmith said, "That's going to take guts and courage and statesmanlike attitude, and I think there's lots of us that will be looking for that kind of leadership."

Nixon has made some proposals that legislators have said they'll consider, though Silvey said it was too soon to make any final decisions.

Schools asked to stash $112 million
The governor has proposed to hand out an extra $112 million to school districts this year, then ask them to hold onto that money.

Schools will be funded $112 million less next year, but Nixon envisions that they'll have that money saved from the previous year so they won't have to take a hit.

He's set it up that way to take advantage of one-time federal money that must be given to districts this year. Luebbering said the federal government has OK'd the plan.

Silvey said he had reservations with the proposal, though he stopped short of attacking it.

Each year, there are changes to the formula that determines how much money each school district receives from the state. So plugging $112 million into the formula this year ends with different schools getting more money than it would next year.

Silvey said he worries that some districts will lose out.

But "I'm not sure who the winners and losers will be," he said.

One district that should get more money last year than this year under the formula is Nixa Public Schools.

But Superintendent Kleinsmith said he appreciates the deal anyway.

"Finding funds to replace the stimulus dollars in this tough economic environment is no small feat," he said. "(Nixon's) efforts are duly noted and appreciated."

And Springfield NEA President Ray Smith said he wishes the federal money -- some of which was intended to be used for teachers' salaries -- would be spent this year.

"In our district, where we've had frozen salaries for two years and what amounted to a pay cut this year ... it would be nice to have some of that money used for its intended purposes this year," he said.

Downsizing state jobs by 863 positions
Luebbering said the state is going to try to make sure most of the state jobs being eliminated are vacant by the time the next fiscal year begins.

Most of the new job cuts are coming in the departments of Mental Health, Health and Senior Services and Social Services.

In some of those areas, she said, the state has already started downsizing. And some of those jobs will be privatize, for instance, call centers for the Department of Social Services.

Lampe said without tax hikes, residents will have to learn to lower their expectations for services provided.

Said Lampe, "Missourians need to ask themselves the question, would they want more services, and if so, where would they want more taxes to be levied?"

The Communication Workers of America released a statement heavily criticizing Nixon for cutting jobs and not considering tax increases.

"Governor Nixon seems to have forgotten his promises to restore social services during his election campaign, but the hundreds of union members who devoted thousands of hours to his first election campaign have not," it said.

Changes requiring legislative action
Legislators would have to act on $4.5 million in proposed cuts to tax credits, $20 million from a tax amnesty plan and $25.6 million in additional debt collections

Though bills have been proposed, House Speaker Steve Tilley said none are a sure thing.

For example, tax credit reform has been a hot-button issue in Jefferson City for years.

Nixon appointed a commission to study the issue last year, and it came out with several cost-cutting suggestions.

He's proposing eliminating some credits, 

including the film tax credit, and imposing a lower cap on the historic tax credit. Luebbering said these changes would save about $80 million in the long run, though they're project to save just $4.5 million next year.

Lampe said she'd like to see tax credit programs evaluated on how much return the state gets for its investment, or how much money the tax credits produce.

What's next for the Missouri budget
House Budget Chairman Rep. Ryan Silvey, R-Kansas City, is now tasked with making his own proposals. He'll sponsor bills with his own proposed cuts. Other than the House Budget Committee, there are several other committees that hear testimony from agencies that would be affected. The budget bills -- guided by Silvey -- move through the normal House budget process, then to the Senate. Sen. Kurt Schaefer, R-Columbia, is the Appropriations Committee chairman, so he handles the bills there as senators make changes. When the Senate is finished, the bills go to a joint committee to iron out the differences. When both chambers agree, the bills go to the governor, who can make line-item vetoes of specific spending items.
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Budget would shut juvenile unit

Two jobs would be cut from the Mount Vernon facility.

11:00 PM, Jan. 22, 2011  |  

Chris Blank  The Associated Press 

Jefferson City -- The secure unit for juvenile offenders in a southwestern Missouri facility could be closed. And adult prison inmates could do their shopping at machines in prison canteens.
Less noticeable than some of the larger budget cuts, the proposals are examples of the smaller changes that could be coming to state government under Gov. Jay Nixon's budget plan for the fiscal year that starts in July.

The governor submitted a $23.1 billion budget for 2012 that eliminates 863 full-time government positions, many of which are in the Mental Health, Corrections and Social Services departments.

Nixon's administration said people currently receiving state services would continue to receive them, though the process for doing so could change. It planned to minimize layoffs by shifting state workers into vacant positions that are slotted to continue.

One proposed budget move would close down part of a state facility for juvenile offenders in Mount Vernon.

Department of Social Services spokeswoman Arleasha Mays said Thursday the agency planned to convert 10 beds from Mount Vernon's secure unit to lower security beds. Mays said southwestern Missouri needs more room for juveniles in moderate-security but that the agency still was deciding in which facility to put the additional beds.

Nixon budget director Linda Luebbering said Mount Vernon's secure unit would be closed down and 10 beds converted to a lower security level at a facility in Rich Hill.

The move would leave Mount Vernon with 20 beds and boost Rich Hill's capacity to 30. It also would allow two full-time positions to be cut.

Luebbering said shifting the beds would save state coffers about $350,000 because Missouri would pick up additional federal money that is not available for youths housed with higher security.

Luebbering said no juveniles requiring higher security would be shifted to a lower setting.

"Since they don't need to be there, they can have a less secure setting. It's better for them, and it saves the state money," she said.

The Department of Social Services operates juvenile facilities with differing security levels.

According to the department, most of the youths in secure facilities have committed crimes against another person, and the facilities have fences and locked outer doors. Moderate-security facilities do not have fences, and the youths there generally committed property crimes.

Bradley Harmon, the president of Communications Workers of America Local 6355, questioned the proposal for the Mount Vernon juvenile facility, saying it could force youths to live far from home and their families.

"We work hard to keep kids close to the communities that they came from," Harmon said.
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Missouri schools' outlook cautiously optimistic 

By Derek Spellman The Joplin Globe Sat Jan 22, 2011, 11:07 PM CST 

JOPLIN, Mo. — Area school superintendents remained cautiously optimistic about the outlook for education funding next fiscal year.

That’s because Gov. Jay Nixon’s proposed budget calls for flat funding for education, although school officials still awaited clarification about whether the flat funding extended not only to basic state aid but also to categorical aid such as summer school, transportation and Parents as Teachers. Still, even flat funding would be better than the cuts they were expecting.

“Certainly any news that indicates we are not going to see a cut in our foundation formula is good news,” said Joplin Superintendent C.J. Huff.

But superintendents also said they remained cautious, partly because the budget will still have to make its way through the Legislature in the coming months, partly because a full recovery is expected to take years. Huff said signs are that it will take three to five years before funding for education returns to the level from several years ago.

“There’s a hole that’s been dug and we’ve still got to climb out of it,” he said.

Last year, the Joplin School District instituted budget cuts that included reduced capital outlays and personnel costs through a combination of unfilled vacancies and layoffs. Over the course of last year, the district had been bracing for cuts from 10 to 15 percent for the new fiscal year that starts July 1.

If funding is again cut next year, Huff said reductions would not have to be as deep as before.

Carthage Superintendent Blaine Henningsen said his district has already taken cost-saving measures such as deferring $1 million worth of new school buses. Other examples include deferring the purchase of new textbooks and trying not to add additional staff.

“We’ve cut pretty much the peripheral stuff,” he said.

That school district has a total budget, including both state and local sources, of about $40 million, he said. State funding accounts for between $16 and $17 million of that.

The “worst-case” scenario for next fiscal year would be cuts to areas such as summer school and Parents as Teachers, he said. The school district will be watching developments in the state Legislature over the next few months.

“There is a lot of work to be done yet before we know what we have,” he said.

Carl Junction Superintendent Phil Cook characterized Nixon’s proposal as a “good starting point.” He took heart in the proposed budget, contrasting it to the state’s bleak financial outlook last year.

“It’s much better than (where) we were in January of 2010,” he said.

Carl Junction’s operating budget is about $24 million, including state and local sources. State funding accounts for between 40 and 42 percent of that, Cook said.

Like other superintendents, he said much would depend on the budgeting process over the next several months.

“This is just the start of a long springtime,” he said.

Nixon’s budget plan would provide K-12 schools an additional $112 million during the current year, thanks to an influx of federal money that must be spent this school year. But it would cut schools by that same amount next year. Linda Luebbering, Nixon’s budget director, said schools will be asked to carry over this year’s additional money into next year.

Even so, schools would be getting far less than the amount they are due. Schools were budgeted to get about $3 billion in basic aid this year. They would be due an increase of about $233 million next year if Missouri were to provide the full amount called for by its funding formula.

Rep. Tom Flanigan, R-Carthage, said the budgeting process “is a fluid one in that it is all give and take.”

As for flat funding for education, he said: “I hope we would at least keep it the same as last year. Where we end up with it, I don’t know.”

Rep. Bill White, R-Joplin, said he feared the governor’s proposal for flat funding was “unrealistic,” in part because of questions about which assumptions it rests upon. From where, for example, would funding come to expand some of the state’s scholarship programs? To what extent does the proposed budget assume the elimination of tax credits? And will schools that are already hurting financially carry over into next year the federal funds they are to receive this year?

By contrast, in Oklahoma, the head of the Senate education committee earlier this month warned agencies to prepare for cuts of up to 10 percent. Gov. Mary Fallin is to present her budget proposal to state lawmakers there within the next several weeks.

Budgets of Oklahoma public schools have been cut by more than 10 percent over the past two years because of declining revenues from the recession and low energy prices. Schools there have laid off 1,500 teachers and 1,000 support personnel, according to Joel Robison, the chief lobbyist for the Oklahoma Education Association.

The Associated Press contributed to this report.
Real-time advocacy

Chamber, alliance outline legislative goals

ST. JOSEPH NEWS PRESS

The St. Joseph Metro Chamber of Commerce and Community Alliance of St. Joseph have chosen to take a more active role in advocating for legislative priorities. 

Ted Allison, the chamber’s president and chief executive officer, said advocacy activities will play a more prominent role this year. For example, chamber members will be able to become more interactive with the legislative process. Missouri Western State University student Colin Hoffman is fulfilling an internship by researching and summarizing legislative activity on the chamber’s behalf. 

“We are going to be more effective in real-time information,” Mr. Allison said. “We are encouraging them (members) to be more involved.” 

He and Community Alliance Director Steve Johnston pegged the effort as 2011’s primary goal. The membership will again be surveyed to gauge a better understanding of priorities, Mr. Allison added. Community Alliance’s mission is to gather input from residents to advance education, livability and job quality in St. Joseph. 

The chamber’s governmental relations committee has outlined a series of legislative priorities for the year ahead. 

Created over the fall, the priorities contain such local issues as support for continued progress in Downtown revitalization. The chamber also favors the establishment of an ongoing general obligation bonds program to address infrastructure needs such as sewer system upgrades. Continued efforts at Downtown revitalization is another focus. A Missouri legislative service known as GovWatch will also be used to help the chamber assess the progress of goals in the statehouse. 

The chamber will continue a focus on public education, Mr. Allison said, including proportional state funding for Missouri Western. Branding St. Joseph as the home of the animal health corridor remains a priority as well. 

The local chamber doesn’t always align with the positions taken by the state and federal chambers. For instance, the St. Joseph organization favors increasing tobacco taxes to the national average to re-establish education, transportation and public health funding, Mr. Allison said. 

“We feel it’s bad public policy, with spiraling health care costs,” he said. “Our state needs revenue. ... We should be an advocate of public health.” 

Mr. Johnston said the alliance has been busy preparing for Great Northwest Day at the Capitol, set for Feb. 1 and 2. About 50 St. Joseph residents are expected to participate in the annual lobbying effort in Jefferson City, along with 19 counties.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Weaver Dickerson no longer employed at Watch Me Smile

Sunday, January 23, 2011
By Scott Moyers ~ Southeast Missourian

Weaver Dickerson is out as president and CEO of a proposed Cape Girardeau medical clinic that lost $2 million in state aid last month when it was discovered that he allegedly lied about his criminal background on the application. 

"As of Dec. 29, he is no longer employed with the company," said Angie Kapp, the company's former district manager who has replaced Dickerson as president and CEO. 

When asked if Dickerson resigned or was terminated, Kapp said, "I have no comment on anything further." 

The project made statewide headlines last month when Gov. Jay Nixon came to Cape Girardeau to announce $2 million in state assistance for the $10 million Watch Me Smile dental and vision cooperative. But the state Department of Economic Development rescinded its aid authorization the next week when it was learned Dickerson was on probation for writing more than $90,000 in bad checks in 2007. Dickerson had signed documents claiming that no owner of the company had committed a felony or was on probation. 

The DED also referred the case to Stoddard County to investigate possible probation violations. Prosecuting Attorney Russ Oliver said Friday his office was still investigating the matter. Dickerson paid off his restitution late last month to the tune of about $80,000, though he had a spotty payment record before that. 

The loss in funding has put the future of the Watch Me Smile project in doubt, though economic development officials say company executives are trying to put the situation behind them. 

"I think they are trying to re-establish their direction and go back to their plan of what they wanted to do originally," said Mitch Robinson, executive director of the Cape Girardeau Area Magnet. "They're trying to regroup and move forward. Whether or not they'll be able to do that, that's a hard question." 

The project's original plan called for using three properties near the corner of Broadway and North Fountain Street totaling 90,000 square feet for the clinic, and office and retail space. 

The company wants to "regain that initial momentum," Robinson said. 

The company's goals are good, he said, especially considering the venture was expected to employ 135 people with an average salary of $56,000 per year. 

The clinic has been touted as a means to provide affordable access to top-quality dental and vision care to its members without the limitations and cost associated with traditional insurance. People who join the cooperative would become part owners and pay dues to get basic services such as checkups, cleansings and comprehensive exams. 

Robinson said funding is now a problem for the company, without the state's $1.3 million in Missouri Quality Jobs funding and the $750,000 loan through its Community Development Block Grant program. A lot of the government assistance is incentive-based, meaning they wouldn't get certain payments until requirements were met. 

Re-applying for that state aid is one of many options the company is considering, Robinson said. 

"Would the state ever come back and look at this? It would be a very difficult battle," Robinson said. 

But Magnet does support the endeavor, Robinson said, and will work to get the project up and running. Robinson pointed out that any state funding, such as they applied for before, is not up-front money and would only be paid as the company reaches milestones. 

"We want it to work," Robinson said. "It's a good project for downtown." 

Lyle Rowland files bill requiring proof of citizenship for presidential candidates

SPRINGFIELD NEWS-LEADER   Posted on January 21, 2011 by Roseann Moring 

Rep. Lyle Rowland, R-Cedarcreek, filed a bill yesterday that would require proof of citizenship for presidential and vice presidential candidates.
He said in an interview yesterday that he believes President Barack Obama is a native citizen — this is for future candidates.

Broadband access throughout Missouri

State plan gets interest from commission tc "State plan gets interest from commission " \l 2
By Adam Van Hart 

The Rolla Daily News 

Posted Jan 21, 2011 @ 12:42 PM

Rolla, Mo. — Gov. Jay Nixon once compared the economic and communications impact of increasing access to broadband internet in Missouri to what railroads did for the state.

During Thursday’s Phelps County Commission meeting, officials reviewed the project to expand Missouri’s broadband access that Nixon has set as a priority.

A part of the Transform Missouri initiative, MoBroadbandNow is a private-public venture funded with $261 million from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA).

In all, there are 19 projects planned throughout the state, with two main “backbone” lines being built in the northern and southern parts of Missouri.

Phelps County and Rolla would be connected under the southern backbone, which Sho-Me Technologies has planned to develop a 1,380 mile line.

St. Louis schools, teachers union to work together on new initiatives 

BY NANCY CAMBRIA    POST-DISPATCH

ST. LOUIS • The superintendent of the St. Louis Public Schools and the head of the union that represents its employees vowed Saturday to support each other in an initiative to sponsor charter schools in the city.

"We represent educators no matter what the configuration the school district is in. It's our job to make sure that the voices of the people who do the work are part of the decision-making process. In that sense we expect it will be the same with all of these initiatives including charter schools," said Ray Cummings of Local 420 of the American Federation of Teachers after a special administrative board meeting.

In that meeting, Superintendent Kelvin Adams formally introduced the charter school plan along with a raft of new initiatives to close poorly performing schools and retool them into a variety of different formats to give students "a portfolio of options."

Although neither would say whether employees at charter schools would belong to the union, both said after the meeting a partnership is critical to the success of these schools.

Under the proposal, the charter schools would lease vacant district property and operate under performance standards that district officials would establish and monitor. Such schools could open as early as next fall; officials expect the following school year would be more likely.

Sponsoring charter schools would reverse a district position against leasing vacant buildings to those independently operated schools. Critics consider them a competing drain on an already struggling school district.

In addition to charter schools, Adams wants the board to approve:

• The creation of 25 new early childhood education classrooms to serve about 350 more city residents.

• An elementary school, kindergarten through third grade, centered on an African-American curriculum.

• Multiple single-gender elementary and middle schools.

• Smaller "alternative pathways" schools for students who have not performed well in traditional schools.

He said all of these would start at the beginning of the next school year.

Adams played down the number of proposals presented Saturday as "just common sense."

Officials presented the initiatives, reported Thursday by the Post-Dispatch, to an audience of about 60 in a board meeting that had been rescheduled from Thursday because of snow. Board members, who appeared to support the plans, asked relatively few questions.

Audience members were mostly supportive. But Barry Sheldon worried that adding charters would lead to more bureaucracy which would lead to poorer quality schools. Susan Turk cited research that suggested more than 80 percent of charter schools are failing students nationally. She asserted the move only would "foment more failure."

Ron Jackson, a former St. Louis School Board member, said he was confident the district-sponsored charter schools would greatly benefit the city's children.

The district plans several town meetings to introduce the initiatives through mid-February with a final special administrative board vote on Feb. 17. Adams said he wanted the plans approved before the district announces any school closures. Under the plans, Adams said the district would "recast" how it closes schools, focusing on poorly performing schools rather than low enrollment and deficient facilities.

Adams said charter schools are an entrenched part of the St. Louis educational landscape. He said only three or four of the city's charter schools now outperform city schools. The district's sponsorship and quality oversight of new ones would likely improve those numbers, he said.

"We want to partner with them in a realistic way," he said. "We need to look at accountability."

Senators from Missouri have contrasting styles, priorities

By Robert Koenig, Beacon Washington correspondent 

Posted 9:24 am, Fri., 1.21.11 

WASHINGTON - Missouri's senior senator is an outspoken, quotable Democrat who likes to challenge Senate rules and relishes her "watchdog" role. The state's junior senator is a low-key insider who is already making inroads into Republican leadership by working behind the scenes. Sens. Claire McCaskill and Roy Blunt offer marked contrasts in their legislative styles and their stands on national issues, but they may find ways to work in tandem on some issues important to the state. 
(Read part one: Senators from Illinois, Missouri have contrasting styles, priorities)
BLunt may help bridge the Senate-House gap
He may be the least senior senator in the bi-state delegation, but Sen. Roy Blunt, R-Mo., already is positioning himself to become a player in the chamber's Republican ranks. The day he took the oath of office, Blunt was named by the Senate's second-ranking Republican, Sen. John Kyl, R-Ariz., to the caucus "whip" team as a likely liaison between the Senate and the House.
The reasoning is clear: Blunt served in the House for nearly 14 years, rising through the Republican ranks to become the majority whip, minority whip and -- for a few months -- the acting majority leader. In those roles, he got to know most House members, dealt often with Kyl and other Senate counterparts, and learned the legislative arts.

In an article this week, Roll Call -- a newspaper tailored to Capitol Hill insiders -- called Blunt "a key player with unique relations" with House members.

In the article, Kyl described Blunt as "a very thoughtful" senator who "can analyze things well. He doesn't get out and talk about things a lot. He's able to do his job very effectively, but without a lot of fanfare. ... He has very good contacts over in the House, both on the R and D side."

That assessment was echoed by House Majority Whip Kevin McCarthy, R-Ca., who told the newspaper that Blunt's experience and contacts in the House "if used properly ... could help Senate Republicans be stronger."

Blunt's Senate priorities appear likely to follow the Republican line on most national issues, including an emphasis on spending cuts and an opposition to last year's health-care overhaul. After the House voted this week to repeal the health-care law, Blunt said he is "committed to examining all of the tools at our disposal to bring this fight to the Senate floor where the American people expect to see an up or down vote." The Senate's Democratic leader, Sen. Harry Reid of Nevada, has said he plans to block such a vote. 

In an interview last month, Blunt told the Beacon that he wanted to follow what he interpreted as the two major messages sent by Missouri voters who elected him to the Senate in November: "The No. 1 message from voters in the country was: 'Where are the private-sector jobs?' [That was] followed by: 'Why is the federal government spending so much more money than it's ever spent before?'"

Blunt said, "There will be lots of opportunities in both of those areas to pursue better, sounder spending policies and to do the things that encourage private-sector job creation." He added: "Government jobs don't pay the bill; government jobs are the bill. You need a few of them. But if they get out of place relative to the rest of the economy, the rest of the economy stops growing. We've seen that happen, and we've paid a price for that happening."

Key staff members told the Beacon that Blunt plans to focus on various issues important to Missouri: protecting legacy programs at the state's best universities; confronting challenges facing the state's farmers and food producers; making sure that the state's defense industry and the jobs it supports are maintained; establishing a St. Louis transportation hub for trade and commercial exchange with China; keeping watch to ensure that Missouri is not disadvantaged on highway and transportation funding; and trying to keep the price of electricity low by protecting "low-cost electricity production" in the state.

While the Senate has been in recess in early January, Blunt has been making appearances across the state -- from a visit to Fort Leonard Wood in Rolla to a Martin Luther King Day celebration in St. Louis -- to talk with Missourians about their goals and complaints about the federal government and Congress.

Blunt's spokeswoman, Amber Marchand, said the senator "continues to travel around the state, listening to organizations and communities about their priorities, and he looks forward to being their advocate in the U.S. Senate."

McCaskill looks for bipartisan initiatives 

An outspoken opponent of Senate earmarks is Sen. Claire McCaskill, D-Mo., who says she wants to make sure that this Congress doesn't add them to appropriations bills. She tried to get earmarks banned last fall with an unsuccessful amendment that she advocated along with some Senate Republicans.
McCaskill said she wants to find ways to work more often on a bipartisan basis with Republicans -- including cooperation with Blunt on some Missouri issues. Among other things, McCaskill told the Beacon last month, she hopes to work with Blunt on a number of state matters, such as "the [St. Louis] China hub, light rail for Kansas City, the University of Missouri, agricultural issues in rural Missouri [and] health-care facilities."

Both McCaskill and Sen. Dick Durbin, D-Ill., said they backed the project to expand and improve the Gateway Arch grounds, including the East St. Louis riverfront. But the problem is going to be finding federal funding. In a Congress in which earmarks are being shunned, McCaskill says she hopes that the Obama administration's budget might include some support for the project.

"I think it's going to be a combination of funding," said McCaskill. "Everyone is envisioning that there will be some private, some local, some state and some federal. I think the only way we'll get it done will be with a layering of funding."

Another Missouri issue that interests McCaskill is halting the duties imposed in 2005 by the U.S. Commerce Department on imports of magnesium and a magnesium alloy from Russia and China. What's the impact in the Midwest? The duties, which were intended to save jobs at the sole U.S. magnesium producer in Utah, have hurt manufacturing companies in Missouri and elsewhere that now must pay much higher prices for the alloy.

"It has caused a lot of our tool-and-die manufacturers in Missouri to be placed at a competitive disadvantage," McCaskill told the Beacon. "Because the magnesium prices they are paying are so much higher than [prices paid by] their foreign competitors."

With the magnesium tariff due to expire this year, McCaskill said she is "working hard to get it to go away. Because these small tool-and-die manufacturers sprinkled throughout Missouri ... there are thousands of jobs out there."

Which brings McCaskill to the topic of why Senate earmarks and backroom dealing can lead to problems. The magnesium tariff "was one of these instances where one company got something because they had connections in Washington," she said.

Earmarks are just one of the senator's targets. A former Missouri state auditor, McCaskill has used her chairmanship of the Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee's contracting oversight subcommittee to investigate complaints about gravesite management and contracting at Arlington National Cemetery as well as deficiencies in auditing by the Special Inspector General for Afghanistan Reconstruction (SIGAR), which is tasked with exposing waste and fraud in the $56 billion Afghanistan reconstruction.

Both of those initiatives got results, with SIGAR's chief resigning this month and the Arlington hearings leading to a bipartisan bill, signed into law in December that aims to straighten out the problems at the national cemetery. McCaskill wants to continue to watch carefully the audit of reconstruction contracts in Afghanistan and also to follow up on the Arlington problems.

"I'm still not convinced that we shouldn't turn over the day-to-day management of Arlington to the Veterans Administration" rather than the Army, she said. "They do the vast majority of them. It's a core competency they have."

By focusing on wasteful contracts and "good government" issues, McCaskill is trying to stake out ground as a centrist on some fiscal and Senate reform issues, such as her bipartisan effort to ban the "secret holds" that allow individual senators to block legislation or presidential nominees.

In general, McCaskill said, it's important for congressional committees to follow up on major initiatives. "There's a very short attention span around here and there's a tendency for people to move on to something else."

Her subcommittee's next hearing will examine "how much audit work on contracts is actually being done by federal agencies," she told the Beacon. "Sometimes an investment in good auditors produces a very good return for taxpayers. At the next hearing, we're going to look at the extent to which there is audit work going on to examine federal contracts."

In general, McCaskill said she hopes to find ways to work with fellow Democrats and moderate Republicans to find ways to develop and approve bipartisan legislation. "Obviously, we can't get anything passed without some bipartisan support," she said.

Observing that some Republican moderates "are worried about primary challenges from the right," the Missouri senator said she hopes that trend "doesn't discourage moderates in the Republican Party from working with us to find compromises that can actually solve some problems."

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1McCaskill panel opens inquiry into brain-injury policy

By Robert Koenig, Beacon Washington correspondent 

Posted 3:10 pm, Fri., 1.21.11 

WASHINGTON - Probing the Pentagon's rationale in refusing to cover certain treatments for traumatic brain injuries, U.S. Sen. Claire McCaskill, D-Mo., has opened a subcommittee investigation into contracts related to that policy.
In a letter sent this week to Defense Secretary Robert Gates, the senator -- who chairs the Contracting Oversight subcommittee -- demanded that the Pentagon provide the panel with contracts, reports and reviews that may have influenced its TRICARE health-care program for service members not to cover a treatment called "cognitive rehabilitation therapy."

In a statement Friday, McCaskill said that recent reports by National Public Radio and ProPublica have called into question the methodology and scientific validity of a study, commissioned by TRICARE, that concluded there was insufficient evidence supporting cognitive rehabilitation therapy as an effective treatment.

"If true, these reports raise significant questions regarding the department's award and management of the contract . . . and may have profound implications for hundreds of thousands of injured service members and their families," McCaskill wrote to Gates.

Traumatic brain injuries -- often suffered when a soldier is exposed to bomb blasts -- have become a signature injury of the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq. The Pentagon has estimated that about 115,000 service members have sustained "mild" traumatic brain injuries since 2002, and NPR suggested that between 5,750 and 60,000 troops are still affected by such injuries, including many who can no longer "think straight."

Cognitive rehabilitation therapy, which is covered by some insurance companies but not by others, is an expensive and time-consuming treatment during which therapists help patients relearn simple tasks such as cooking, counting or remembering basic directions. While some studies have questioned the therapy's effectiveness, NPR reported that a Pentagon-assembled panel of 50 brain specialists concluded that cognitive therapy was an effective treatment that would help many brain-damaged troops.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Emerson, Carnahan team up to promote civil discourse in Congress

POST-DISPATCH WASHINGTON BUREAU

WASHINGTON -- Few congressional panels keep a lower profile than the Center Aisle Caucus, which is encouraging Republicans and Democrats to sit together during the State of the Union speech on Tuesday.

The caucus, made up of about 40 House members, doesn't announce its meetings, has no web site and does little or nothing to publicize its goals of promoting civility and persuading members of Congress of the value of socializing with one another.

But with the tenor of the pollitical debate having reached a low eb, leaders say the caucus intends to become more visible.

"Members just need to get to know each other personally a lot better. We all have a lot in common given our crazy lifestyles," said Rep. Jo Ann Emerson, R-Cape Girardeau, co-founder and one of four co-chairs of the group.

Rep. Russ Carnahan, D-St. Louis, became a Center Aisle Caucus co-chair this month.

"In the aftermath of the Tucson shootings, it's especially important to work together in this divided Congress," said Carnahan.

"At its worst, we've seen violence. But all the time spent fighting and posturing stops us from addressing issues and getting things done," he said.

Some in Congress -- among then Illinois Sens. Dick Durbin (D) and Mark Kirk (R) -- already have said they intend to break tradition and sit together during President Barack Obama's address.

Audience response during the State of the Union had grown predictable over the years with dueling spasms of partisan cheering and applause.

Leaders of the Center Aisle Caucus today sent letters to all House members saying that convening Tuesday "as an undivided body" would set a good example.

"We believe members of Congress have an important and rare opportunity to express to the American people that their elected representatives share their desire for civil discourse in the service of energetic political debate," the letter reads.

Emerson and Carnahan expect a good deal of partisan mingling during the speech. Afterward, they will press the issue beyond what the letter referred to as "symbolic gestures."

Their Center Aisle Caucus plans to convene a forum next month at Washington University on civility in politics and invite other members of Congress to take part. A date has not been announced.

"I think it's a good idea to have conversations about this, not just in Washington but back in St. Louis where people can participate," Carnahan said.

Emerson harked back to the time when members of Congress and their families spent time together regardless of political affiliation. Such gathering enabled opponents to understand one another even if they disagreed on substantive issues, Emerson said.

"That whole dynamic has gone away," she said.

"There are going to be members who don't do the whole civility thing. But even if a little bit of it rubs off, it will be helpful," she added.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1KRASKE: Nixon faces a newly sharpened buzz saw in Jeff City...and will Sam Graves jump in?

KC STAR PRIME BUZZ BLOG  Steve Kraske. 2 days, 16 hours ago 

JEFFERSON CITY — One year ago following Gov. Jay Nixon’s State of the State speech, state Sen. Brad Lager was practically giddy.

Nixon, a Democrat, was tilting so far to the right to get along with the GOP-dominated General Assembly that he sounded like — gasp! — a Republican, Lager chortled.

“He is governing to the right of center,” Lager, a Republican from northwest Missouri, said.

This year, same senator, different tone:

“`Where’s the bold leadership’ is my question,” Lager said Thursday, the day following Nixon’s 2011 State of the State address. “Where is the bold leadership?”

It’s a new day in the Missouri Statehouse. Nixon spent the first two years of his administration treading carefully with a right-tilting Legislature.

He was fortunate. The leaders of both the House and Senate were more committed to digging the state out of its treacherous economic hole than playing roller-derby politics.

Looking back, it was a high water mark for bipartisanship in what has become an intensely partisan state.

But this is year three of Nixon’s term, meaning he’s gearing up for a 2012 re-election campaign. Republicans, meantime, are gearing up, too.

No more powderpuff football in Jeff City.

In fact, my eyebrows are still singed as a result of sitting too close to Lt. Gov. Peter Kinder’s teleprompter Wednesday night when he gave the GOP response to Nixon’s State of the State address.

Kinder, who’s expected to run against Nixon next year, eviscerated the governor for failing on his most important challenge — creating jobs. There was irony there: Kinder’s tough words came just two days after GOP legislative leaders blasted Nixon for billing state agencies for his considerable number of in-state airplane flights.

The purpose of so many of those flights: To stand besides company executives creating even a handful of new jobs.

But that didn’t stop Kinder.

“Here are the facts,” he said Wednesday night. “Our state’s unemployment rate is higher than the national average, too many Missourians can’t find work, and the state is facing yet another round of severe budget cuts and reductions in basic services.

“The time for fancy speeches is over,” Kinder said. “You see, Governor Nixon has been AWOL on the issues that matter most to you and your family.

“Sure, he loves the perks of the job — the ribbon cuttings, the prime seats at sporting events, the taxpayer-funded airplane — but he’s nowhere to be found on the troubles facing our state.”

He went so far as to charge that Nixon had been shaking hands at the State Fair a couple of summers ago instead of meeting with executives from Harley-Davidson, which was seeking to expand its Kansas City-based operations.

Nixon, Kinder said, undermined Missouri’s chances.

A spokesman for Nixon disputed that, but Kinder couldn’t have been clearer: Nixon is going to face a far bumpier sled ride the next couple of years.

The “trouble ahead” signs don’t end there. The new House speaker, Steve Tilley, is hinting that he might direct the House Budget Committee to use rarely used subpoenea powers to dig deep into the internal operations of the Nixon administraton. 

The chairman of the Missouri GOP, Lloyd Smith, ridiculed Nixon for standing on the sidelines during the fall elections and failing to go to the aid of embattled party members.

GOP leaders, Smith vowed, are going to be far more aggressive when it comes to pointing out differences with Nixon.

“This General Assembly is going to look at driving the agenda,” he said.

Maybe the most telling moment of the week came Monday when House Minority Leader Mike Talboy, a Kansas City Democrat, teamed up with Tilley to demand that Nixon end his practice of billing state agencies to fund his frequent plane travel.

Said Talboy, “It’s a matter of transparency.”

That, insiders said, was a shot across the bow from Nixon’s fellow Democrats, many of whom say privately that they’ve grown weary of Nixon’s coziness with Republicans.

A new day in Jeff City? You betcha.

Jaws flapped last week about Congressman Sam Graves’ suggestion that he might run for the U.S. Senate next year in a campaign that could pit him against Democratic incumbent Claire McCaskill.
Whether Graves of northwest Missouri will actually do it or not produced a betting line that bounced all over the lot.

But here’s a couple of benchmarks to watch: 

If former Sen. Jim Talent, a Republican, decides to run, Graves almost surely won’t.

Same with former Missouri GOP chair Ann Wagner. If she’s in, Graves sits.

But if neither runs, Graves just might mount up.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Ex-worker that stole from Sinquefield group gets seven years

BY JAKE WAGMAN    POST-DISPATCH

CLAYTON -- A woman who embezzled hundreds of thousands of dollars from wealthy investment guru Rex Sinquefield's think tank was sentenced Friday to seven years in prison.

Marcia Jackson of Florissant was the former office manager for the Show-Me Institute, founded by Sinquefield six years ago to promote his free-market tax and fiscal policies.

Last year, Jackson admitted pursuing her own private fiscal policy, one that called for liberal use of the institute's money.

Police say she misappropriated more than $650,000, using the group's credit card to pay for home repairs, spa treatments, hair replacement treatments, jewelry and numerous vacations.
In November, she pleaded guilty to one count of stealing more than $25,000 and 24 counts of fraudulently using a credit device.
On Friday, Jackson -- wearing blue jeans and a blouse -- appeared before county Circuit Court Judge James Hartenbach, who sentenced her to seven years in prison on the 25 charges.

No one from the Show-Me Institute spoke at the sentencing. Jackson did not make any statements during the brief hearing, after which she was taken away in handcuffs.

The chairman of the Institute's board, R. Crosby Kemper, took responsibility for lack of oversight in an interview with the Riverfront Times, which first reported the existence of a grand jury inquiry.

"I failed to exercise the oversight I should have despite some warning signs that are now obvious retrospectively," Kemper told the RFT last year.

Since Jackson's crimes -- which occurred over three years between November 2006 to December 2009 -- the institute has switched locations, from Clayton to the Central West End, and hired a new director.
The institute is now run by Brenda Talent, wife of former U.S. Sen. Jim Talent.
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1School funding still prompting concerns

By BRENT ENGEL 

Hannibal Courier-Post 

Posted Jan 21, 2011 @ 01:37 PM

Hannibal, MO —    Regional school administrators are being diplomatic about proposed education funding, even as they renew a call for changes in the way the state divvies the money.

   Democrat Gov. Jay Nixon has called for what he labels “level funding” for K-12 public schools in the fiscal year that begins July 1.

   Nixon proposes giving schools an additional $112 million this year from federal money that must be spent, but is asking them to carry that money over to next year.

   Districts still would be out more than $200 million of what they’re owed under the foundation formula, but would get a little more money for transportation costs and the Parents As Teachers program.

   “The fact that (Nixon is) talking about level funding looks better than what we were expecting,” said Hannibal Superintendent Dr. Jill Janes. “I would be happy if our funding maintained what it was this year.”

   “I think we can feel pretty good about his (effort) to protect K-12 education as much as he can,” said Palmyra R-1 Superintendent Eric Churchwell. “I’m pretty pleased with what I’ve seen so far.”

   K-12 education is to get $5.1 billion under Nixon’s proposal, down from $5.3 billion this year. The total proposed state budget is $23 billion.

   Just about every school district in Northeast Missouri has made cuts or trimmed spending to avoid going in the red. None want to raise taxes at a time when most of their constituents are struggling.

   Marion County R-2 Superintendent Dianna Hoenes said the district has been “very conservative” with its budget and has searched for new revenue sources.

   “I’m trying to stay on the positive side,” Hoenes said. “I think we’ll get through this. I just don’t know how long it will take.”

   In tight economic times, school superintendents aren’t lashing out, but they hope that lawmakers will address revisions they say are needed in the formula.

   “If it stays like it is, we’re going to have a lot of problems financially,” said Lewis County C-1 Superintendent Jacqueline Ebeling. “I see many, many smaller school districts closing.

   “The formula has not been fully funded,” Churchwell said. “When it’s not fully funded, it’s broken.”

   The formula took effect in 2005, and moved the state away from a tax-driven funding method to a student-needs system.

   The revised formula was more subjective, requiring the state to set an adequacy target and use it to determine the minimum amount of funding each district needed to educate kids.

   The result was that many rural districts felt shortchanged, and many of them joined a lawsuit that they eventually lost.

   The formula is supposed to be fully phased in by 2013. If lawmakers cannot provide all of the additional money, or spending drops below certain levels, districts that rely more upon state funds would get a 10 percent cut and others would divide the rest.

   The problem comes in how the dollars would be spread between urban and rural districts.

   Ebeling calls the formula a “subtle push toward consolidation” at a time when she said data show Northeast Missouri schools are the best in the state.

   “We have met every single standard they’ve thrown at us with fewer dollars than any other region of the state,” Ebeling said. “Ninety-nine percent of (district personnel) in Northeast Missouri come to school each day prepared to do more with less.”

   “Our schools are performing,” Hoenes agreed. “Our students are achieving and doing well.”

   Meanwhile, Nixon’s proposal calls for reductions in higher education funding.

   There would be $53.6 million in cuts to four-year colleges and universities, and $10.2 million in decreases for community and technical colleges.

   Several college scholarships would receive more funding, including A+ scholarships, Bright Flight and Access Missouri.

   Final approval of a budget by the General Assembly likely won’t happen until late April or early May.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Nixon Defends His School Budget. It’s Not a Shell Game

In Kansas City Friday , Missouri Governor Jay Nixon defended his plan to  ‘flat-fund” Missouri schools for this year and next year. In other words, no increases in school budgets from Missouri.

Part of that plan involves asking schools not to spend $112 million in money they’re being budgeted. He wants them to hold that off until next year.

Nixon was asked if that arrangement was  like a shell game.

“In  a shell game”, the Governor explained, ” you have three shells but only one marble. Our deal has all the marbles.”

Nixon says it will be easier for schools to know ahead of time that their budget will not grow this year or next year. He says stability for Missouri schools is better than the alternative.

“Sure, we’d like the number to go up for education,” the Governor said.

“But when you have a budget that is going down, we  think that giving stability across the line for those two years, especially when you compare it to other states,, is the best way to do it,” Nixon said.

KMBC-MICHAEL MAHONEY
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State spokeswoman: Budget cuts won’t trim juvenile-offender beds 

By Susan Redden The Joplin Globe Fri Jan 21, 2011, 08:55 PM CST 

MT. VERNON, Mo. — A redesignation of beds at a juvenile-offender center in Mount Vernon is likely under a state budget proposal, but such a move would not reduce the number of juveniles served by the local operation.

That’s what state officials were stressing Friday in the wake of spending cuts in a budget outlined this week by Gov. Jay Nixon.

Department of Social Services spokeswoman Arleasha Mays said the agency is proposing to convert 10 beds at Mount Vernon’s operation to lower-security beds.

“This would not reduce the number of beds; it would make more beds available for moderate-security juveniles,” she said in a phone interview. “In Southwest Missouri, that is the greater need.”

Some juvenile offenders from Jasper County are among those placed at the Mount Vernon center from time to time, according to Dana Sanders, who heads the Jasper County Juvenile Court.

“If we have to transport youths farther away, it’s costly and inconvenient,” she said. “And the worst thing, it takes them farther away from their families.”

Higher cigarette tax could add up to more money for state, fewer smokers, say supporters

By Puneet Kollipara, Special to the Beacon 
Posted 12:04 pm, Fri., 1.21.11 

Twice in the past 10 years, Missouri public-health advocates have sought to raise the state's cigarette tax, only to come up short at the voting booth both times.
Now they're back with a new argument they hope will be persuasive: "I just think there is no justification for being the lowest in the nation on cigarette taxes," said state Rep. Mary Still, D-Columbia. "When I say that to people, it is shocking to them."

Missouri now has the nation's lowest state cigarette tax, at 17 cents a pack, after the South Carolina legislature raised the state's tax to 57 cents a pack from 7 cents last summer. The development has renewed interest among some state lawmakers and public-health groups for enacting a cigarette tax, even in a political climate that seems unfavorable for tax increases.

Still wants to raise the state's cigarette tax by about $1 a pack. She and other supporters contend that a tax hike would curb the state's smoking rate, often cited as one of the nation's highest. They also have argued that a cigarette tax hike would also save the state millions of dollars each year in health costs and bring in millions more in tax revenue.

But Still's proposal faces steep political hurdles in Jefferson City, where Democratic Gov. Jay Nixon has pledged no new taxes and Republicans in the GOP-dominated legislature likewise want to steer clear of tax increases.

The Missouri Petroleum and Convenience Store Association has come out swinging against Still's proposal, arguing that health groups are trying to tax cigarettes into prohibition and that the tax hike would hurt cigarette retailers. "Being a low-tax state is a good thing because it drives cross-border sales," said Ron Leone, the association's executive director.

Supporters such as the American Cancer Society and Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids argue it's especially important to increase the tax because the current tax reflects a broader problem: They contend Missouri is arguably the worst state at combating tobacco use, creating widespread public-health issues.

"It has the lowest cigarette taxes at 17 cents; it spends next to no money on tobacco prevention and cessation; and it does not have a statewide comprehensive smoke-free law," said Peter Fisher, vice president of state issues at the campaign.

That view is echoed by the American Lung Association. Its report of the State of Tobacco Control 2010 graded the states on four measures: spending on tobacco control and prevention; cigarette tax rate; smokefree air laws; and treatments to stop smoking. Missouri received an "F" in all four categories.

Supporters say being the nation's worst at tackling tobacco use also has dire fiscal consequences. Tobacco-related illnesses cost Missouri's Medicaid system $641 million in fiscal 2009, including $256 million in state money, according to the Missouri Budget Project.

Implementing just one of the three policy ideas -- a tax hike, a smoking ban or more money for smoking prevention and cessation -- could both improve public health and bring down Medicaid costs, Fisher said. For now, he said, "Missouri fails miserably in all three."
Public-health advocates say a statewide smoking ban is unlikely this legislative session. Groups like the American Cancer Society are focusing their efforts to impose smoking bans on the local level, said Misty Snodgrass, regional government relations director for the society. Ban supporters have racked up a number of recent victories, in the St. Louis area and in places like Jefferson City and Fulton.

Health groups such as the cancer society and the American Heart Association also hope to win funding for smoking-cessation programs. A report out last October from several public-health groups said Missouri spends just $60,000 a year on smoking prevention and cessation -- less than 0.1 percent of the $73 million in spending that the federal government suggests for Missouri.

Still's cigarette-tax increase would be especially powerful, supporters say, because it does more than smoking bans and cessation programs. Beyond improving public health and reducing state Medicaid expenditures, it could raise hundreds of millions in additional tax money each year for the cash-strapped state. The Missouri Budget Project estimates a tax increase similar to Still's could generate roughly $500 million in new revenue a year.

"Why do we want to be so much lower than every other state?" Still said. "What's the justification for that, when we're going to be cutting so many other programs?"

Still wants to introduce either of her proposed tax increases sometime next week. Each would have its own political and procedural hurdles. One would implement a one-time tax hike of about $1, she said. The other would phase in the tax, with 12-cent increases each year for eight years.

The one-time increase would have to go before voters because the Missouri Constitution's Hancock Amendment requires the public to approve any tax increase above a certain fraction of total state tax revenue. Voters struck down similar referendums in 2002 and 2006 that ran into strong opposition from tobacco and business interests -- a sign of the challenges supporters would face if the one-time hike were to go to a vote.

The gradual approach would increase taxes slowly enough each year that it wouldn't have to go to voters. Some public-health advocates say the gradual approach would be less effective, though, keeping Missouri's cigarette tax unacceptably low for years.

Either approach would bring Missouri's cigarette tax closer to the national average, which Tobacco-Free Kids puts at $1.45.

MPCA's Leone argues the average is misleading because states with $3-plus taxes, such as New York and Rhode Island, skew the average upward. Leone also said the total tax on a pack of cigarettes is more like 30 or 40 percent after factoring in the federal cigarette tax and sales taxes. "No other retail product in Missouri is taxed at that rate, and the anti-tobacco zealots still say it's too low," he said.

It's unclear whether the governor, who has pledged no new taxes, would sign off on Still's proposal. A Nixon spokesman, when asked about Still's proposal, responded in a statement: "The governor has not indicated his support for new taxes in Missouri."

Still said it's better to view a cigarette tax more like a user fee. "Smokers should be able to pay their way, and that's one way to do it," she said.

Leone warned that by moving forward with a cigarette tax, lawmakers would ignore the message voters sent in 2002 and 2006: "How many times do the people have to say 'no' before it sinks in to our elected officials?"

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Missouri Lottery proceeds top $3.9B

St. Louis Business Journal 

Date: Friday, January 21, 2011, 10:51am CST 

The Missouri Lottery transferred more than $23.3 million to the state for public education programs Friday from December ticket sales, and officials said lottery proceeds to date since 1986 have topped $3.9 billion.

For the fiscal year ended June 30, the lottery proceeds transferred total more than $148.8 million.

The Missouri Lottery is marking its 25th year of ticket sales. Voters authorized the lottery in November 1984 and sales began in 1986. Through fiscal 2010, more than $13 billion in lottery tickets have been sold.

Missouri governor promotes opening scholarships to more

By MARÁ ROSE WILLIAMS
The Kansas City Star

Gov. Jay Nixon wants to give more Kansas City public school children access to a higher education, and he wants the state to pay for it.

On Friday, he told a gathering at Metropolitan Community College - Penn Valley, “it’s not fair,” that a student attending a high school without the A-plus ranking would be ineligible for the A-Plus program’s two free years at a community or technical college.

“Every good student in Missouri deserves the opportunity to go to college whether they live in Kansas City or St. Louis or in a rural county,” he said.

Nixon visited the Kansas City campus two days after his State of the State address in Jefferson City where he called for expanding program access to low-income students who meet the requirements.

Three of Kansas City’s seven public high schools have A-plus designation — Lincoln College Preparatory, Paseo Academy of Performing Arts and East.

“That’s because we have not been allocated the resources to fund A-plus coordinators in all our high schools,” said Airick Leonard West, Kansas City’s school board president. “This would give opportunity to a lot of our families that otherwise couldn’t afford college.”

To be eligible for A-plus a student must earn a 2.5 grad point average, perform 50 hours of tutoring or mentoring, maintain a record of good conduct and have 95 percent attendance rate for all four years of high school.

Under current law, a student also must graduate from one of the 300 Missouri high schools with A-plus designation; “That has got to change,” Nixon said.

In the last 13 years, more than 50,000 students have benefited from the program. 

Nixon’s plan would open it to families with an adjusted annual gross income of up to around $55,000. He included a request for $1 million from lawmakers in his fiscal year 2012 budget proposal to cover the cost of adding 700 more students.

“I’m happy about this,” said district board member Joe Jackson. “This means a lot more students from urban schools might be able to attend college. It makes college a reality for them.”

But if the program expands, Jackson noted that Kansas City parents have to take more responsibility for making sure students show up to school.

“Students don’t have a problem getting the 2.5 GPA,” Jackson said. “It’s the 95 percent attendance throughout high school that is the huge requirement that disqualifies many of our students.” 
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MSSU still likely to see a tuition hike 

By Derek Spellman The Joplin Globe Fri Jan 21, 2011, 09:25 PM CST 

JOPLIN, Mo. — A tuition increase is still likely at Missouri Southern State University next year despite better than expected news from the state, university officials said.

President Bruce Speck said after Friday’s Board of Governors meeting that the university also could still pursue a waiver that, if granted, would enable its increase to exceed the Consumer Price Index limitations spelled out in statutes. The university’s Board of Governors is expected to take up its tuition rates — and determine whether to apply for a waiver — in March.

Gov. Jay Nixon has proposed a budget that would only cut funding for higher education by 7 percent for the fiscal year that starts July 1. The university had been bracing for cuts of between 15 and 20 percent.

“Seven is still a significant cut,” Speck told the board Friday, while also noting that Nixon expected colleges and universities to keep tuition increases “moderate” next year.

Rod Anderson, the board chairman, said the board wanted to spend the next few months to converse with area lawmakers and watch what other universities do before deciding Southern’s tuition plans.

“We’ve just started to discuss this,” he said after Friday’s meeting.

For more of this story, pick up a copy of Saturday’s Joplin Globe or register for our E-Edition here at joplinglobe.com.

Mo. school board wants to suspend funding phase-in 

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- The State Board of Education is urging Missouri lawmakers to postpone implementation of a school funding law.

Under a 2005 law, state funding for K-12 school districts is supposed to rise by about $120 million a year for seven years.

But because of state budget troubles, schools did not receive the full amount called for during the 2009-2010 school year, and they won't this year. And neither Gov. Jay Nixon nor legislators believe it is possible to provide schools the full amount next year.

The state education board sent a letter to lawmakers this week asking them to postpone the scheduled phase-in of the funding law.

The board says when the formula is not fully funded, some schools could get a greater or lesser share than originally intended under the law.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Final act for Missouri film tax credit?

St. Louis Business Journal - by Kelsey Volkmann 

Date: Friday, January 21, 2011, 11:38am CST

When the George Clooney movie, “Up in the Air,” filmed in St. Louis in 2009, there was talk of raising the state’s $4.5 million film tax credits to $10 million a year.
It was the incentives, after all, that lured the movie here in the first place.

Michael Beugg, whose producing credits include “Little Miss Sunshine” and “He’s Just Not That Into You,” has said his St. Louis ties were not a factor in choosing to film here in 2009.

Beugg was born in St. Louis and graduated from St. Louis University High School in 1981. But the $4.5 million in tax credits were “the No. 1 reason,” for bringing the production here, he told the Business Journal in 2009.

“Up in the Air” employed 90 full-time workers, 40 local actors and 2,000 extras, many of them union jobs with health benefits, Beugg said Thursday.

Kim Tucci, who leads the St. Louis Film Office, estimated that the $30 million production of “Up in The Air” generated at least $50 million for the St. Louis region and 6,000 local hotel room nights. The film built 50 sets in the St. Louis area, including at Lambert-St. Louis International Airport, Affton High School and dozens of other sites throughout the region.

Now Beugg wants to shoot a Halloween comedy called “Fun Size” in St. Louis.

“Having repeat business from the same Hollywood studio, it’s great for the state,” Beugg said.

But it looks like that won’t happen. Gov. Jay Nixon was holding up the tax credit and on Friday approved $1 million of the $4.5 million Beugg sought for the project.

A panel Nixon appointed and supports recommended that Missouri abolish its film tax credits completely.

In his State of the State address this week, Nixon urged the lawmakers to consider the tax credit cuts.

Nixon’s proposed $23 billion fiscal 2012 budget doesn’t include the $250,000 annual funding for the Missouri Film Office, which would effectively shut it down.

Nixon has vowed to balance the budget without raising taxes and has targeted tax credits as a way to cut spending.

Bill Lennon, chair of the Missouri Film Commission, blames the tax credit application itself, which he said follows a general template and doesn’t quite match what the industry is about, making it appear as if there’s no reason to award the film tax credits.

It’s not just St. Louis that will lose out if film tax credits are eliminated, but the whole state, he said. The critically acclaimed, $2 million “Winter’s Bone” was filmed in rural Taney and Greene counties in 2009, injecting $800,000 into the off-season there, he said.

Nixon OKs $1M tax credit for St. Louis movie

St. Louis Business Journal - by Kelsey Volkmann 

Date: Friday, January 21, 2011, 11:34am CST

Gov. Jay Nixon on Friday approved $1 million of the $4.5 million in film tax credits “Up in the Air” executive producer Michael Beugg requested to shoot another movie in St. Louis, said Jerry Jones, executive director of the Missouri Film Office.

But it's probably not enough to keep the production here, said Kim Tucci, head of the St. Louis Film Office.

"For some productions, it would be fair, but for a major production like this, it's like a Band-aid on a real serious wound," he said. "They have other choices but they really wanted to film here because of the experience they had with 'Up in Air.'"

A movie crew is in St. Louis scouting neighborhoods of “Fun Size,” a teen comedy set on Halloween, but Beugg may take the production to New Orleans, which offered $5 million, Tucci said. “Gossip Girl” and “OC” creator Josh Schwartz has signed on to direct “Fun Size,” which will feature up-and-coming actors and start filming April 4.

When Beugg heard this week that approval of all the Missouri incentives looked dim, he immediately started looking at other locations, including Louisiana and Georgia, which offer more generous tax incentives to lure Hollywood and the hundreds of jobs and millions of dollars in economic impact a movie can generate.

“I told Paramount there may be an outside chance to get tax credits so we have to start making plans to look elsewhere,” Beugg said.

In many states, waiting for approval for a film tax credit application usually takes one or two days, he said. But in Missouri, he’s been waiting two months for an answer.

The way film tax credits work in Missouri is that a movie crew and production company submit their application to the Missouri Film Office, which decides whether it meets the criteria for incentives. Then the Missouri Film Commission votes on it and if it approves it, sends the application to the Missouri Department of Economic Development and the governor for final approval. The state film office previously was able to approve the tax credits independently but under Nixon’s administration and scrutiny of all tax credits, it’s all changed.

After a film crew wraps filming, it sends its receipts to the state, which reimburses 35 percent of the spending that occurred within the state, up to $4.5 million.

That would take Beugg’s $20 million budget for “Fun Size” down to $15 million. Tucci estimates the movie would have a $30 million economic impact and book thousands of hotel rooms. Then there are the local production crews, actors, caterers, restaurants, dry cleaners and set builders.

Requests for comment from Nixon’s office and the Missouri Department of Economic Development were not immediately returned.

State Rep. Stacey Newman, D-St. Louis, saw firsthand what an impact a movie can have on community and economy. She lives near the Cheshire Inn, where Beugg and “Juno” director Jason Reitman shot scenes for Oscar-nominated “Up in the Air.”

“I do not want this industry to leave our state for good,” Newman said. “We need to be encouraging. Other states are offering more.”

Lorah Steiner, the outgoing president of the Missouri Motion Media Association, is taking a position in Florida, which has $70 million left over from a $200 million allocation for film tax credits.

“We are thumbing our noses to a producer who wants to bring a film to his home state,” Steiner said. “News travels quickly. It will be a long time before another major studio comes to Missouri to film a movie.”

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Partly funded Missouri film credit may not keep new film in St. Louis 

BY KAVITA KUMAR • POST-DISPATCH

The filmmaker behind "Up in the Air" had planned to begin shooting his next movie in St. Louis this spring, but now it's unclear if the project will stay in Missouri after receiving approval for just $1 million out of the requested $4.5 million in state film tax credits.

Michael Beugg, an executive producer and a St. Louis native, is working on a Halloween-themed comedy called "Fun Size," set to be filmed in St. Louis. Josh Schwartz, the executive producer of Gossip Girl, has been tapped to be the film's director.

But Kim Tucci, chairman of Cinema St. Louis (which runs the St. Louis International Film Festival), said Beugg might take the film to another state such as Louisiana, which offers more generous tax credits, if Paramount Pictures is not happy with the level of tax credits Missouri is offering.

"They have other choices," said Tucci, who's been in frequent contact with Beugg about the film.

"This is a joke not to do it. This is not one of those frivolous things. This is not an earmark. It is not an historic tax credit. ... These are concrete dollars we're talking about coming into the state of Missouri."

John Fougere, a spokesman for the state Department of Economic Development, which administers the tax credits, provided a copy of the letter sent to Paramount Pictures about the approval for $1 million in film tax credits but did not respond to a follow-up question about why the full request was not granted.

The film project appears to have been caught up in the debate over whether Missouri should continue its $4.5 million film tax credit program. Such tax credits have become a popular tool by many states to lure film crews away from New York City and Los Angeles. But critics say that states often lose money on these programs, and that the positive economic impact of the films dry up once the local shoot ends.

In November, a committee charged by Gov. Jay Nixon to review the state's 61 tax credit programs recommended that the film tax credit be eliminated along with up to $200 million in other state incentives.

In place of the film tax credit, the commission recommended giving tax credits to angel investors who contribute a certain amount to high-tech startup companies in rural or distressed communities.

Nixon's budget proposal for the next fiscal year does not include funding for the film tax credit, his spokesman confirmed in an e-mail.

Missouri's film tax credit program, which is modest compared to other states, pays back 35 percent of what a film spends in the state up to an annual cap of $4.5 million. The most noteworthy film it has supported was the Oscar-nominated "Up in the Air," which received about $4.1 million in tax credits and pumped nearly $12 million into the local economy, according to a report by the economic development department. But some local boosters, including Tucci, assert that the impact was much larger.

Beugg told the Post-Dispatch in November that it wouldn't have made sense to shoot parts of "Up in the Air" in Missouri without the tax credits.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Juvenile program gains tax-credit status

Officials hope to boost donations 

Kim Norvell St. Joseph News-Press 

POSTED: 11:02 pm CST January 21, 2011
A long-standing program that targets juvenile offenders has received a new incentive that hopefully will encourage donors to help keep it running. 

The Heartland Foundation has received notice that the Missouri Department of Economic Development approved a tax-credit program for people or businesses who wish to donate to emPower me, a 12-week program for court-ordered juvenile offenders. A tax credit of 50 percent of the donation will be awarded to those who give to emPower me, beginning Feb. 3. 

The 12-week adjudication program is designed to prevent status juvenile offenders from reoffending by creating a sense of worth in their community, said Dan Sharp, director of field services for the 5th Circuit Juvenile Office. “The goal behind it is it’s empowering to the kids obviously, but it’s also to rebond them to their community so they see they have a voice and they see they can make a change within their community,” Mr. Sharp said. 

The teens, ages 13 through 17, are offenders who have committed a crime that is specific to their age, like running away or causing trouble in school or at home. 

Shelly Robertson, public achievement officer for the Heartland Foundation, said the youths participate in a civic engagement piece, where they are responsible for completing a project that benefits the community. 

The kids complete everything related to the project, from coming up with the idea, making all necessary calls, securing funding and implementing the final plan, Mr. Sharp said. 

“Some of them don’t think about anything but getting beyond probation,” Ms. Robertson said. “It’s a different type of challenge to help them think through these things.” 

The current group is hoping to address the issue of violence within St. Joseph, something they feel connected to, Ms. Robertson said. They can choose anything from creating legislation, building or creating something, or doing community service, as long as their project positively influences the community. 

Currently, the kids meet on Thursdays and are hashing out a plan for their new project. They’re hoping to address how teenagers their age can avoid and prevent violence, Ms. Robertson said. 

In the past, teens who participated in emPower me ran a camp for disadvantaged youth, restored an old drinking fountain in Hyde Park and conducted field research for the Homeless Youth Program. 

“We want the community to see what these kids have accomplished and see that these are kids that want to be a part of the community,” Mr. Sharp said. 

Ms. Robertson said the program directors also help motivate kids to set goals for themselves and encourage them to work toward a high school diploma or GED.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Official calls for tougher laws, enforcement of doctor discipline 

by jeremy kohler POST-DISPATCH

JEFFERSON CITY • The head of the department that oversees medical licenses called on the Legislature on Friday to fix the state's ineffective, secretive system of disciplining doctors.

Proposed reforms include giving the board of healing arts the power to immediately suspend dangerous doctors, allowing the board to discipline doctors for negligent patient care and making more information available to consumers.

"Protecting patients is one of our most important jobs as state regulators," said John M. Huff, director of the Department of Insurance, Financial Institutions and Professional Registration, in a news release announcing the proposals.

"We'll work with legislators to build consensus and strengthen these important consumer protections in Missouri."

Leaders in the House and Senate said they would schedule hearings within weeks to investigate why the state's policing of doctors is among the nation's most lax — and how they can improve it. The actions follow a Post-Dispatch investigation that found that doctors who provide substandard care often continue to practice without public action by regulators.

Instead, the board that licenses doctors — the Board of Registration for the Healing Arts — increasingly relies on nonpublic "letters of concern" to doctors, which are not considered discipline. Their use has grown from 20 letters a year in 1986 to 910 in 2006.

The Post-Dispatch also showed that most information about doctors — even where they went to medical school — is kept confidential.

"After a brief review of the information regarding the proposed legislation, it appears that this is certainly a positive move and will help the Board of Healing Arts," board president Dr. David Poggemeier of St. Peters said in a statement issued through a spokesman. The board is part of the Insurance, Financial Institutions and Professional Registration department.

Post-Dispatch reporters tried to approach board members during their quarterly meeting in Jefferson City on Friday, but a board staffer steered members into a lunchroom and locked the door.

In his release, Huff also called for:

• Expedited discipline of doctors who commit fraud.

• Timely decisions from the state's administrative court, where discipline cases can linger for years.

• Letting the board punish doctors who violate patients' trust.

• Disciplining doctors for DWI convictions, being on a sex offender registry or failing to cooperate with board investigations.

Legislative leaders said they were eager to toughen the state's regulation of physicians.

"We are positively going to have legislation," said Rep. Ellen Brandom, R-Sikeston, chairwoman of a House committee that oversees the Healing Arts and other professional licensing boards.

Brandom said she was working with Gov. Jay Nixon and state Sen. Kevin Engler, R-Farmington, on the proposed legislation, which she said had bipartisan support.

Engler said Friday that the board's lack of action had been "a problem for years."

He said he did not think the department's proposal for legislative changes went far enough, including stronger laws to punish doctors who over-prescribe drugs to their patients.

It's not enough for the Legislature to pass tougher laws, Engler said, if the board doesn't follow through with action.

"They've got the authority to suspend people right now and they don't do it," Engler said. "I want to make sure we don't lip-service this thing."

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Fair tax, education, jobs and cows?

Press association hosts political roundtable 

Jimmy Myers  St. Joseph News-Press 

POSTED: 10:55 pm CST January 21, 2011
Taxes and jobs. A smattering of talk about energy, school consolidation, education, health care and then more about taxes and jobs. 

Eight area legislators gathered at the Holiday Inn in St. Joseph Friday after their second (nearly) full week of the 96th General Assembly for the Northwest Missouri Press Association’s political roundtable. 

As the most senior legislator on the panel Friday, and as chairman of the joint committee on tax policy, Sen. Brad Lager, R-Savannah, spoke thoroughly about the fair tax issue that is likely to be a hot topic this session. 

Mr. Lager said with nine initiative petitions filed to eliminate income tax and move toward a consumption tax, the issue is more relevant than ever before. It’s important, he said, that legislators fully understand the issues, which will likely become more clear as it moves through the legislative process. He said 66 percent of the state’s general revenue comes from income tax, and changing that will “substantially impact the way we do business here.” 

“We’ve got to get our hands around what is the optimal tax policy for this state,” he said. 

Rep. Pat Conway, D-St. Joseph, the only Democrat on the panel, said if voters do move to a fair tax structure and surrounding states don’t, consumers and possibly businesses might go across state borders to make their purchases. 

“Will East St. Louis (Illinois) all the sudden become the retail hub of the Midwest if we go to a sales tax 10 or 11 percent higher than other states?” Mr. Conway posed as a consideration. 

As tax structure is discussed, so will be tax incentives to business, which is credited for creating jobs. Again, Mr. Conway and Mr. Lager had the most to offer Friday, but differed little in their opinions. Tax credits, incentives and abatements are taking heat as the state faces a $500 million shortfall this year. 

Mr. Conway said a recent discussion with an employer reveals the “Catch 22” that the state has found itself in after allowing governments to compete for industry. The employer wanted to see a better education system in the state so his employees would be of a higher caliber. When asked if the employer would be willing to forgo tax incentives so they would be redirected to education, the answer was no. 

Offering a comedic analogy to the tax incentive issue and the give and take of appropriations, Rep. Glen Klippenstein, R-Maysville, a cattleman, said he’s weaned thousands of calves that “bawled and stomped and everything else. But they get over it. We’re on our way there.” 

Other legislators attending the roundtable were Sen. Dr. Rob Schaaf, R-St. Joseph; Rep. Casey Guernsey, R-Bethany; Rep. Galen Higdon, R-St. Joseph; and Rep. Mike Thomson, R-Maryville.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Two newspaper publishers, former state senator honored at press convention

St. Joseph News-PressPOSTED: 10:47 pm CST January 21, 2011
Two newspaper publishers and a former state senator were honored Friday night at the Northwest Missouri Press Association’s annual convention. 

Former State Sen. Charlie Shields received the James C. Kirkpatrick Award for service to the state of Missouri and its citizens; and veteran publishers Jamey Honeycutt and Larry Pearl received the Merrill Chilcote Award for exemplary service to journalism in Northwest Missouri. 

In addition, Herzog Contracting Corp. was presented the Craig Watkins Friend of Northwest Press Award. 

Mr. Shields, of St. Joseph, served in the Missouri House from 1990 to 2002 and was a state senator through 2010, rising to the position of president of the Senate. His legislative accomplishments included a revision of the funding formula for Missouri’s public schools and a leading role in legislation that upgraded Missouri Western to university status. He stepped down at the end of 2010 because of term limits. 

Mr. Honeycutt was a newspaper publisher in Cameron, Mo., who led the staff of the Cameron Citizen-Observer and Shopper beginning in 2001. Last year, he was named the editor and publisher of The Press and Standard, a semiweekly newspaper published in Waterboro, S.C., since 1977. 

Mr. Pearl, who was unable to attend the event, became the publisher of the Tri-County News in King City, Mo., in 2000. He sold the newspaper to his son last year, following a traffic accident. 

Officers for 2011 are Matt Daugherty, president; Smithville Herald/Kearney Courier; Phil Cobb, vice president, Smithville Herald/Kearney Courier; Kathy Conger, secretary, Bethany Republican-Clipper; and W.C. Farmer, treasurer, Atchison County Mail. 

Directors are Dennis Ellsworth, St. Joseph News-Press; Steve Tinnin, Plattsburg; Steve Booher, St. Joseph; D’Anna Ballett, Cameron; Chuck Haney, Chillicothe; Kay Wilson, Maryville; Jim Fall, Maryville; Jim McPherson, Weston; and Adam Johnson, Mound City. 

The press association held its 121st annual meeting at the Holiday Inn in Downtown St. Joseph.

Mo. legislator's Facebook hacked with unflattering status update

BY REBECCA BERG    POST-DISPATCH

JEFFERSON CITY - One freshman Missouri legislator says her Facebook account was compromised Thursday when someone used the account to post an embarrassing status update on her page.

The Facebook page for Rep. Donna Lichtenegger, R-Jackson, displayed a message yesterday naming gifts from lobbyists as one of the things she likes most about her new job.

"I love lobbyist! (sic) All the free food and stuff you get. This job is awesome!" the post read.

In the time it took Lichtenegger to return home to southeast Missouri from the capital, some state political blogs had already picked up on the story.

But Lichtenegger said yesterday that the words were not hers.

"I did not write that," she said of the Facebook post. "I've been hacked."

Lichtenegger, who said she promised voters she would not accept gifts from lobbyists, said some of her friends called her in response to the post. Now, she plans to have the incident investigated.

"I am not a happy camper," she said. "It's just not the right thing to do."

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Governor Announces New Plan to Help Farmers Save Energy

Reported by: Tim Sampson -Missouri News Horizon

Friday, January 21 2011

(Jefferson City, MO) -- Praising small farms as the driving force of Missouri's economy, Gov. Jay Nixon and the Department of Agriculture unveiled a new program to provide low-cost energy audits and upgrades to Missouri farms.

The MAESTRO program, a joint operation from the Missouri Department of Agriculture and the University of Missouri Extension funded through a $5 million competitive grant from the U.S. Department of Energy, is intended to help approximately 400 livestock farms and farm homes implement best energy practices to reduce operating cost.

"This is innovation that will help one of the vital cogs in Missouri's economic engine: our family farms," Nixon said. "Family farms are small businesses in this state. Small businesses are the backbone of the economic engine of our state. We want to make them as efficient as possible."

MAESTRO, which stands for "Missouri Agricultural Energy Saving Team - A Revolutionary Opportunity," will provide low-interest loans and rebates to farmers seeking energy audits and upgrades of their facilities. By May 2013, the program aims to help 300 farms and 100 farm homes throughout the state. For qualified farms, the cost of an energy audit will be roughly $500 and the cost of a home audit would be $250.

Christine Tew, a spokeswoman with the Department of Agriculture said that livestock farmers can qualify for the program if it's determined that they stand to gain significant energy savings.

"Because there are costs up front, we want to make sure that the farmers will be able to recoup that cost through energy savings," Tew said.

The program also provides audit rebates for a portion of farmers' audit costs when their energy savings from completed audit recommendations are greater than the costs of the audit and the cost of the improvements combined. The program will also pay part of the customer's interest on loans to install audit recommendations and would give farmers the option to choose to use energy savings to be applied as a down payment on their loan instead. The program will also guarantee lenders up to 75 percent of loans up to $50,000.

"Our preliminary estimates suggest per-farm saving will be between $500 and $600 per month after the energy savings devices are installed or new procedures implemented," said Leon Schumacher, University of Missouri professor of agricultural systems management.

Wayne and Melissa Hentges are two farmers who've already enrolled in the new program. The couple owns a chicken farm in Tipton, Mo., that provides poultry for Tyson Foods, Inc. They expect to reap significant savings once their audit is completed and believe the program will help other farmers' bottom lines as well.

"I think it will be nice to see what we are missing - what we could be doing differently," Wayne Hentges said.

Agriculture Director John Hagler championed the new program as an innovation that combines the state's government and higher education institutions with the private sector. Audits will be overseen by Ensave, Inc., a private firm specializing in agricultural efficiency.

"When the Missouri farmer does well, Missouri does well," Hagler said. "There's more money on main street and small businesses thrive."

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Test Shows Utility Waste Below EPA Toxic Levels 

WASHINGTON MISSOURIAN  Posted: Friday, January 21, 2011 3:15 pm | Updated: 3:29 pm, Fri Jan 21, 2011. 
Opponents of a proposed utility waste landfill at the Ameren Missouri Labadie power plant have argued that storage of the waste has the potential to contaminate groundwater.

But a recent lab analysis requested by Franklin County officials concluded that those concerns may be unfounded.

PDC Laboratories Inc. Florissant, tested samples of fly ash from the Labadie power plant and cinders, which also are a waste product from the plant and are used as traction material on Franklin County roads.

Those tests show both materials, when immersed and left in water in a Toxicity Characteristic Leaching Procedure, or TCLP, released materials into the water at levels well below the levels at which they would be considered toxic.

John Griesheimer, presiding Franklin County commissioner, said the county contracted with the lab to test the waste materials as part of its investigation into utility waste landfills.

The county is considering land use code amendments for utility and nonutility waste landfills.

Regulations for such facilities currently don't exist in the county, an issue which Griesheimer said spurred the county's push to add some.

Griesheimer said the county obtained the samples from Ameren by request but didn't inform the company of the intention to have the material tested.

To find a lab, Griesheimer said he contacted Cochran Engineering, with whom the county has previously done business, and asked for a referral.

"I'm really wanting to know what is the truth here, and that's why we did the testing," he said.

Griesheimer said the lab results don't mesh with some of the dangers members of the Labadie Environmental Organization have been claiming are associated with the coal waste materials.

"We were interested to know exactly what the chemical compounds are in this material. We know this isn't the end of the argument, but it should put peoples' minds to rest," Griesheimer said.

"We know it's not going to satisfy LEO. They're going to argue this isn't the definitive test," Griesheimer said.

The tests looked at the pH of the leachate and analyzed concentrations of arsenic, barium, cadmium, chromium, lead, selenium, silver and mercury.

In the fly ash sample, the following concentrations were found:

Arsenic, less than 0.03 milligrams per liter, or parts per million (PPM);

Barium, 3.8 PPM;

Cadmium, less than 0.004 PPM;

Chromium, 0.0074 PPM;

Lead, less than 0.02 PPM;

Selenium, 0.039 PPM;

Silver, less than 0.003 PPM; and

Mercury, less than 0.0002 PPM.

In the cinder sample, the following concentrations were found:

Arsenic, 0.033 PPM;

Barium, 0.36 PPM;

Cadmium, less than 0.004 PPM;

Chromium, 0.2 PPM;

Lead, less than 0.02 PPM;

Selenium, 0.12 PPM;

Silver, less than 0.003 PPM; and

Mercury, less than 0.0002 PPM.

To be considered hazardous waste by current EPA standards, those concentrations for each material would have to be much higher.

Arsenic, chromium, lead and silver concentrations would have to be above 5 PPM to be classified as hazardous. Barium would need to be above 100.

Cadmium and selenium concentrations above 1 PPM are considered hazardous.

For mercury concentrations only need to be at 0.2 PPM.

The pH level, which measures how acidic or basic a substance is, came back near neutral, 7.06, for the cinder leachate.

The fly ash leachate pH was measured at 5.16. That puts it as slightly more acidic than healthy human skin, with a pH of 5.5, and less acidic than tomatoes, with a pH of 4.5.

On the pH scale of 0-14, each point is 10 times more acidic or basic as it gets away from the neutral rating of seven.

Beyond the current scope of hazardous concentration classifications, the Environmental Protection Agency currently is considering whether or not coal combustion waste materials should be classified as hazardous.

The agency accepted public comments for several months last year and received over 400,000, according to an EPA spokesperson.

Those comments are being considered, but the agency has no deadline for making its decision.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1With few consumer protections, service-contract firms here grew unchecked 

SAVVY CONSUMER >POST-DISPATCH

When condemning the way extended auto-service contracts are sold over the phone, regulators and consumer advocates often refer to a pattern of deceptive — even fraudulent — business practices.

But another pattern may better explain how the industry dominated St. Louis, reaping huge profits despite mounting consumer complaints and rising pressure from authorities. It's a trend often seen in the drug trade: When the heat comes down on one operator, maybe even forcing its closure, another pops up to scoop up the share of the market left behind — with many of the same employees, using the same practices.

The phenomenon explains why dozens of service-contract companies have opened and closed here in the past decade. The call centers can be unbelievably profitable, and the rewards tend to land with the owners. In our area, they haven't been exactly shy in flaunting their Ferraris and mansions. Nor did their cash-flashing escape the notice of their best call-center workers.

These employees quickly learned the call center's sales secrets. And in the world of service-contract marketing, you don't need a lot of start-up money to hang out your own shingle. Pretty soon, they launched their own companies — and bought their own Italian sports cars, motivating another generation to do the same.

Other patterns emerged, too. Because the start-up companies were spawned from the boiler rooms of the established service-contract peddlers, questionable sales tactics spread like diseases, growing from isolated infractions to industrywide abuses.

Sales scripts from rival companies included virtually identical passages — because both were lifted from the playbook of another company, which itself might have been smuggled from the office an earlier firm.

In the last two years, I've interviewed more than 20 former call-center workers from several different firms. They told similar stories of how they were trained to deceive. They'd tell consumers that the factory warranties on their cars had expired — when they hadn't — or that their firms were affiliated with an automaker or dealer — which they weren't. All repairs were covered, they told their marks, which they wouldn't be.

Many of the St. Louis companies also ventured into the world of illegal telemarketing. Using random-dialing machines, they'd call consumers' cell phones and solicit people who registered their numbers on do-not-call lists.

When the ranks of ticked-off customers got too big — when lawyers started threatening class-action lawsuits or regulators hinted at a crackdown — firms started changing their names, or shutting down only to reorganize as a "new" company.

Other companies responded to criticism by pledging reform — and failing to follow through.

In 2008, two local service-contract sellers settled suits by then-Attorney General Jay Nixon by paying fines and agreeing to follow consumer-friendly tactics. It seemed a victory for consumers, at least until 2009, when Nixon's successor — Chris Koster — lobbed new consumer-fraud allegations in suits against the same firms.

That same year, Wentzville-based US Fidelis patted itself on the back for supposedly having discontinued its worst practices. And yet consumer complaints kept pouring in as new shady practices came to light. (The company filed for bankruptcy on March 1.)

By April, Koster had sued 10 area service-contract companies, and he seemed plenty aware of the patterns defining the service-contract industry here. So many new companies were starting, folding and reopening that he found it virtually impossible to regulate the industry through litigation. New state laws were needed, Koster said.

On Tuesday, his office released recommendations for new regulations, including making service-contract sellers obtain licenses that could be yanked by regulators if companies employed fraudulent, coercive or dishonest practices.

Another recommendation comes in response to consumer complaints that they never knew their coverage was riddled with exclusions — because companies never sent the paperwork. Companies would be required to send written contracts to consumers within 30 days of an over-the-phone purchase.

State Sen. Scott Rupp, R-Wentzville, this week introduced a bill that incorporated most of Koster's recommendations.

If Rupp's bill becomes law, regulators will have to stay vigilant.

Missouri's service-contract sellers didn't become a national embarrassment without learning a thing or two about avoiding official scrutiny. After all, it's taken legislators nearly a decade to address the problem.

EDITORIALS … & Letters to the Editor
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January 23, 2011 

Our View: Gov. Nixon on target 

JOPLIN, Mo. — We applaud comments made last week by Gov. Jay Nixon in his State of the State address. Taken at face value his efforts to create jobs, balance the budget without a tax increase and keep public education funding level for now are right on target.

The state can indeed establish a regulatory environment that encourages private investors. It should do so every chance it gets to promote changes to unnecessary regulations that restrict economic growth.

President Obama has now launched a federal initiative to identify such changes at the federal level. The governor should consider that approach as well and do it quickly.

The real problem with job creation is finding a way to encourage investors to unleash capital that’s being carefully held in reserve until the economic climate can be predicted more accurately for the future.

Stable regulations are an absolute requirement to begin that process. Businesses can plan for restrictive regulations required to ensure safety, environmental concerns and other hot topics from month to month. Set taxes or regulations where needed but then leave them alone over time.

Nixon and the Legislature should take care in “capping or scrapping” tax incentives.

Some of those incentives are needed to put Missouri in the running to attract new employers to the state. But, we would agree, that those receiving tax incentives need to be held accountable for the promises they make when accepting the taxpayers’ money.

OUR OPINION: Detailed accounting of state job cuts needed

By Jefferson City News Tribune
Sunday, January 23, 2011

Not again. In his State of the State address Wednesday, Gov. Jay Nixon announced an additional, unspecified 800 job cuts for state employees. 

“I’ll have cut state payroll by over 3,300 positions,” he said, proclaiming the magnitude of job decimation in state government. That’s a lot of unemployment for a governor whose oft-repeated theme throughout his address was “fighting every day, for every job.” Obviously, he isn’t fighting for state workers. 

We have no quarrel with judicious cuts, characterized by Nixon in his speech as “a leaner workforce ... doing more with less.” We do quarrel, however, with the vague, generic — almost cavalier — announcement, which creates a chilling effect on our local economy.

State government is Jefferson City’s single largest employer. When the governor threatens job cuts, state employees justifiably become worried. As a consequence, they rein in spending and the local economic engine sputters.

This is not the first time we’ve called attention to this pattern and this problem.

In a June 2010 editorial titled “In search of elusive state job cuts,” we wrote: “We wonder, but have not yet determined, how many eliminated state jobs are not linked to people. How many were vacant, or will be vacated through attrition or retirement?”

We pose those same questions in connection with the 800 job cuts announced last week.

In his address, the Nixon acknowledged “times are tough,” but said, “our best days lie ahead.”

And, on the same evening as the governor’s speech, our area Chamber of Commerce unveiled its strategic plan for future economic development. At the unveiling, the chamber’s consultant told the community “‘good enough’ really isn’t good enough.”

Similarly, Nixon’s announcement of unspecified job cuts isn’t good enough. It isn’t good for the morale of state employees and it isn’t good for the local economy.

We reiterate our conclusion of more than six months ago. A detailed accounting of state job cuts must be forthcoming.

Our Opinion: Ground governor's flight policy

By Jefferson City News Tribune
Thursday, January 20, 2011

We urge lawmakers to pursue efforts to bring Gov. Jay Nixon’s flight plans down to Earth.

The governor’s policy of billing various state agencies for all or part of his air travel has been well-documented. This policy has continued while Nixon has ordered other state officials to temper their own travel.

Earlier this week, House leaders announced a bipartisan effort to ground this unfair practice. House Speaker Steve Tilley, R-Perryville, and Minority Leader Mike Talboy, D-Kansas City, intend to prohibit state departments from paying for gubernatorial travel.

Nixon points out department officials sometimes accompany him on trips related to their agencies, and he defends his policy as both appropriate and efficient.

We disagree.

More reasonable is the counter-argument advanced by Assistant House Minority Leader Tishaura Jones, D-St. Louis. She contends, correctly, that if Nixon’s logic is followed, department officials also could bill the governor each time they travel to one of his news conferences.

We appreciate the desire of the governor — or any governor — to remain close to constituents, but let’s be candid about much of this travel.

Many of the governor’s flights are self-serving, dog-and-pony show photo opportunities.

The chief executive is dunning his own departments to stave off spending from his own budget. It’s a pathetic practice and poor public policy.

We support the bipartisan effort in the legislative branch to call him to account.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Second chances

Monday, January 24, 2011
seMissourian
There are some distinctions that states would rather not have. One of Missouri's is being ranked as one of the 10 worst states in the country for creating barriers for ex-offenders re-entering society. 

Fortunately there are some individuals working in an attempt to create opportunities for those who have made serious mistakes. 

The U.S. Probation Office in the Eastern District of Missouri helps ex-offenders as they re-enter society and become productive members of their respective communities. 

A primary role for Kathy Hollenbeck and Belinda Ashley, who work at the Rush H. Limbaugh Sr. U.S. Courthouse in Cape Girardeau, is to help ex-offenders find employment. This is done by offering some basic skill programs, as well as encouraging businesses to give these individuals a second chance. In some cases, businesses may be eligible for a tax credit for hiring an ex-offender. 

Additional support for ex-offenders is also available. Hollenbeck leads special projects to help these individuals with food and clothing assistance. 

The dedicated individuals making a difference in the lives of ex-offenders should be commended for the good work they are doing. And as we start a new year, local businesses might consider looking into the benefits of giving someone a second chance. 

Editorial: 

Higher tuition makes MU more desirable, Deaton says

THE MANEATER   Published Jan. 21, 2011

If you follow The Maneater on Twitter, frequent UM system Board of Curators meetings or simply stay up-to-date on Missouri politics, you’ve probably heard a tuition hike for the UM system is on the horizon. 

It’s very much a reality that we, both in-state and out-of-state students, have to face due to the present economic situation of Missouri. It would be easy to point a finger (especially at our state politicians who allowed an egregious state budget shortfall to accumulate without adopting common sense solutions to avoid hiking the cost of an education in our state, as The Maneater pointed out in an editorial last month), but the time for blame has passed, and we're thankful for the in-state tuition freeze that has held rates steady for the last two years.

Let’s face it — we’re going to have to pay more for our education. Might as well stay positive, right?

Chancellor Brady Deaton would say so, but he may have gone a bit too far. His recent comments that higher tuition rates for an MU education would make our school more desirable and raise enrollment by an estimated 200 students (who, we guess, base their college choice on which school is more expensive) is truly looking on the bright side of life. 

It's truly absurd to try and justify tuition hikes with statements such as Deaton’s. It is the UM sytem's responsibility, as a public university, to provide an affordable college education to Missouri's citizens. Why, then, is Deaton touting the so-called "advantage" of making a college degree that much more of a challenge for students who come from low-income families or simply don't have the means to pay already-steep college tuition rates. Why don’t we just be realistic: Tuition hikes suck. Big time. 

With this reality, we ask our representatives in Jefferson City to cut from the university's funding responsibly. We understand there aren’t many options left and are ready to face a tuition increase, but there are ways to cushion the fall. As The Maneater has stated before, the Missouri tax bracket hasn’t been updated since the early 1930s. Missourians earning more than $9 thousand pay the same tax rate as those earning millions. It’s time to modernize and harness the power of the Missouri income tax for the benefit of the UM system and the state at large.

In addition, we urge Deaton and other MU officials to show the same responsibility when making cuts here at home. MU is looking at a funding gap of more than $30 million, but that entire gap doesn’t have to be filled with tuition increases. Yes, cuts have already been made to degree programs and in other places within the university, but don’t take a machete to the budget without closely evaluating it first.

It’s going to be a hard time for everyone, and tuition increases are a reality we have to be ready to face. All we can do is cross our fingers and hope our representatives and the MU administration have the heart (and common sense) to do their best to cushion the fall.
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To promote learning in KC, reward the best teachers

An examination of the practices that shape teacher quality has produced a dismaying indictment of the chaos wrought by years of turmoil in the Kansas City School District.

“Most of our recommendations simply require that the district make significant improvements to how it conducts its daily business,” the National Council on Teacher Quality said in its report. “Though all school districts struggle with efficiency, the degree to which Kansas City struggles is cause for concern.”

Fortunately, Superintendent John Covington’s administration is already working on the reforms that the council has proposed. And, significantly, the union representing the district’s teachers is also on board with many of the proposals.

Of the many ground-shifting changes that are necessary in the Kansas City School District, the methods by which teachers are selected, evaluated and compensated are high on the list. Following the report, the district is changing its culture to one that rewards excellent, hardworking teachers with hopes of significant improvements in student achievement.

The council’s report contained revelations about education not only in Kansas City but in the state of Missouri.

Here are some of the findings:

•Record-keeping in the district had been so chaotic that principals and administrators often couldn’t find out the dates when teachers were hired and transferred, or how they used their sick leave. It’s essential that Covington continue efforts to establish stability and efficiency in the human resources office.

•Teacher assignments were typically made by the central office, which meant principals couldn’t build their own teams. The district must change the structure so that teacher assignments can be made at the building level.

•Kansas City teachers could receive a satisfactory evaluation with no evidence they were improving the learning in their classrooms. In fact, only six teachers last year received a rating of “needs improvement” or “did not meet standards.” More than a third of the teachers received no rating at all, the study showed.

The district must make its evaluations meaningful. A poor rating should be cause for remedial training or perhaps dismissal. As Kate Walsh, president of the National Council on Teacher Quality, pointed out: “Principals won’t do evaluations if nothing comes out of them.”

•The district had not tied classroom performance to either tenure or pay raises. Instead, it had followed an outdated system of rewarding teachers for obtaining advanced degrees, which doesn’t necessarily make instructors more effective in the classroom. 

Moving to performance-based compensation would require changes in state law. That should be done.

•Other outdated Missouri statutes are hampering school districts and students. 

Missouri’s minimum school year — 174 days — is one of the shortest in the nation. It should be raised to the national average of 180 days. Also, teachers who are removed from their building should not be able to remain with the district without another assignment for longer than a year. 

These big changes will require sustained efforts for improvements to continue. Fortunately, the Greater Kansas City Chamber of Commerce, the Urban League of Greater Kansas City and the Kauffman Foundation have agreed to partner with the school district and the National Council on Teacher Quality to engage the community and keep the agenda moving forward.

The recommended reforms are far-reaching. But the payoff would be a structure that puts students first.
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Regional plan needed in meth war 

By Carol Stark The Joplin Globe 
JOPLIN, Mo. — Gov. Jay Nixon, in late November, was joined by dozens of law enforcement officers at the Jasper County Sheriff’s Department Headquarters to announce proposed legislation to make it harder for methamphetamine manufacturers to get their hands pseudoephedrine — the one ingredient they need to make the illegal drug.

  Nixon cited Oregon and Mississippi, two states that have already made cold medications with pseudoephedrine available by prescription only, as examples of how the move could stifle methamphetamine production. He would like Missouri to become the third state to adopt the law.

 Missouri State Highway Patrol Superintendent Ron Replogle said at the news conference that the move in 2005 to move all pseudoephedrine-containing cold medications behind pharmacists counters and require people to sign and present identification before buying the drug was effective in reducing meth production, but meth producers are finding ways to get around the restriction.

Last week, Joplin police Chief Lane Roberts asked the Joplin City Council to step out ahead of the state and pass a municipal ordinance requiring a prescription to buy cold medicines containing pseudoephedrine. The council has yet to act formally on the proposal, but we expect a vote to be taken in the near future. Roberts, who came to Joplin from Oregon, is convinced that taking pseudoephedrine out of the hands of meth cooks via this ordinance would have a profound effect.

Meth is more than just Missouri’s shame — we have earned the ranking of No. 1 in the United States in methamphetamine incidents since 2001 — it’s Jasper County’s shame. We are the No. 1 county for meth lab busts. A total of 102 labs were seized last year in the county, with 46 of those in Joplin.

 Missouri State Highway Patrol Superintendent Ron Replogle said at the November news conference that the move in 2005 to move all pseudoephedrine-containing cold medications behind pharmacists counters and require people to sign and present identification before buying the drug was effective in reducing meth production, but meth producers are finding ways to get around the restriction.

So, I had to ask Roberts the obvious: If Joplin passes the ordinance, won’t that just punish honest residents who want to buy cold medicine? After all, meth cooks can still drive just a few miles down the road and buy their Sudafed. And, because of our proximity to the state lines of Oklahoma and Kansas, the same will be true if the state passes the same law.

Many of our readers have voiced the same concerns. Why do they end up paying more because of those who abuse the law?

Good and reasonable questions.

Of course, we’re already paying a high price for Missouri’s meth addiction. Sadly, our own area code — 417- is street slang for meth. It hurts our prospects of landing new industry. It’s a concern when people are looking to move to the area. It keeps our emergency rooms full all the time. It poisons our children and their ability to learn. And, it increases our rate of crime.

One way or the other, we are paying.

Roberts has agreed to throw his support behind a public forum where members of a media panel can ask authorities questions about the proposal. The Globe will host the forum in February with the help of Missouri Southern State University’s television station KZRG and Empire District Electric Co. We’ll announce the date of the forum in the coming week and details about how you can watch the forum from your home or attend the session.

We’ll be inviting representation from Kansas and Oklahoma. I believe — and Roberts doesn’t disagree — that a regional approach will be necessary. Some 26 municipalities in Missouri have already passed the law. We’ll be inviting someone from one of those towns to tell us if the law has had any effect.

In the meantime, Joplin’s City Council may act on the proposal. That won’t make it any less of an issue. In fact, all the more reason to seek out regional input.

Roberts’ proposal, in my opinion, is not a solution, but rather a statement. Soon, we’ll see how many people are willing to listen
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In his State of the State address Wednesday evening, Gov. Jay Nixon proposed a leaner operating budget for the upcoming fiscal year. Yet while the governor is proposing to cut spending, he continues to bill state agencies for his flights in lieu of paying for them out of his office budget. 

Missouri lawmakers on both sides of the aisle say the governor's travel expenses should be more transparent. 

In an Associated Press story earlier this week, it was reported that both House Speaker Steven Tilley and Minority Leader Mike Talboy say they plan on adding provisions to budget bills for state departments barring agencies from using funds for gubernatorial travel. 

While the practice of allocating the cost of travel to the various state departments has some precedent, particularly if a department head is traveling with the governor, some question it. 

Ed Martin, former chief of staff to former governor Matt Blunt recently said of Nixon's cost allocation, "The process of spreading state allocations is political cover." 

An audit of the Missouri Department of Mental Health by former state auditor Susan Montee also cited concerns with the governor's cost allocation. 

"It does not appear appropriate for state agencies to bear the cost of such flights that provide no clear benefit to the applicable agencies. These funding practices distort the actual costs of operating the DMH and the governor's office," the audit said. 

Nixon's predecessor, Matt Blunt, used campaign dollars to fund his travels for the first three years of his term as governor. After deciding not to run for re-election, Blunt did use a state plane for official state business. 

There's no question that governors need to use air travel. And while Nixon frequently uses this mode of transportation, it's increasingly clear that a more transparent practice should be used. 

In a time when state departments are facing further cuts, it's only fair to ask the governor to use his own budget to cover his travel expenses. 

Midwife law needs new look

SPRINGFIELD NEWS-LEADER 

Sadly, it sometimes takes an awful turn of events to bring new attention to a lingering problem.

That's what happened with the October 2009 death of Raheem Gardner in Springfield.

A midwife, Elaine Diamond, was supposed to help bring Raheem into the world.

But, police say, the Schell City woman caused the newborn's demise instead. She faces an involuntary manslaughter charge and a charge of unauthorized practice of medicine.

Lawmakers in Jefferson City have a duty to take a hard look at this case. The 2007 law that allowed midwifery in Missouri got passed in a fashion that has drawn much ire: then-Sen. John Loudon surreptitiously slipped into an unrelated bill.

That disallowed the fact-vetting, study and caution that should have preceded passage of a law with this kind of potential impact.

The short-circuit also deprived the legislature of the opportunity to set a regulatory authority for certain kinds of midwives. Lawmakers did not establish licensing and registration procedures so the public can be sure who might be helping with an in-home delivery.

Raheem's mom and dad said they were not sure.

They contend the Schell City woman deceived them by claiming credentials she did not have. She contends she was credentialed but not in the typical fashion.

No matter how that case turns out, the midwife debate has again surfaced publicly -- and tragically.

That should give more impetus to efforts to fix the law that created the regulatory loophole to begin with.

Jeff Howell, general counsel and director of government relations for the Missouri State Medical Association, anticipates that two new corrective bills will be presented this legislative session.

The association opposes the current situation, arguing that doctors and nurses and many other kinds of professional are regulated, so midwives should be also.

The bills will likely push for change on two fronts.

One measure will recommend midwives fall under the auspices of the same agency regulating other Missouri health professionals, the state Board of Healing Arts. The other proposed change would repeal the language that Loudon was able to maneuver into law to allow midwives to begin operating in the first place.

Those who make the case for midwifery freedom are not without strong arguments. One is that so many babies are born without any help in homes of the poor that midwives -- even unregulated -- have improved that situation. They also make strong points about most midwives voluntarily becoming certified and undergoing rigorous training.

There are definitely two sides to this debate. Unfortunately, Loudon's sleight-of-lawmaking kept them from colliding in a healthy, legislative discussion.

As we've said in this space before, we think the legislature must accept a redo on this one.

We conclude here with some words from an Our Voice we published in July 2007, not long after Loudon's well-documented maneuver.

"Perhaps the model for a new approach to midwifery is the debate ... concerning physicians' assistants. In many rural areas of the state, including some very near 

Springfield, PAs offer the best opportunity for reasonable health care for patients. Some doctors groups fought to restrict their ability to practice without supervision. We supported the PAs' ability to work as long as they were in contact via phone, fax and computer with supervising physicians. In the end, lawmakers came to a reasonable compromise."

"They should do the same thing with the midwifery issue. And they should do it in a bill that clearly deals with the issue at hand."
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Kansas City Star Editorial 

Missouri’s now-senior senator is known for cracking down on government waste, and has taken one of the strongest stances in Congress against earmarks. 

She also supports a smart, strong defense and was bipartisan when bipartisanship wasn’t cool. Those are impressive credentials for a freshman member of Congress.

And, in a more logical universe, they ought to make Claire McCaskill a darling of the political movement of the day, the tea party.

But she’s a Democrat, and did we mention close to President Barack Obama? And so, less than two years away from facing her first U.S. Senate re-election, McCaskill believes she’s facing an uphill fight to keep her seat. Indications are, at least right now, her opponents will try to use the tea party tenets against her.

“Good thing I’m comfortable being the underdog,” McCaskill says.

Republican Sarah Steelman, the former Missouri treasurer, has already announced she’s in the running. Former U.S. Sen. Jim Talent, McCaskill’s 2006 opponent, is a possibility. Sam Graves, the Republican congressman whose district includes Kansas City’s Northland, says he’s considering jumping into the race.

Graves signaled a GOP campaign strategy with his comments to a Hotline on Call.

“I’m one of the very few members of Congress who has voted against every one of these bailout packages and stimulus packages, whether it was President Bush, whether it was President Obama,” Graves said. “I disagree with them,…and that’s exactly one of the things that the tea party movement stands for.” (The tea party also stands for opposition to earmarks, a credential Graves can hardly claim. But, nobody’s perfect.)

McCaskill backed the bank and auto bailouts, stimulus packages and health care reform law. Good thing, too.

It’s clear now that the bailouts prevented a second Depression and pulled the U.S. auto industry back from the brink of oblivion. The stimulus package got tax cuts into the paychecks of Missouri workers and spared state government from even more draconian budget cuts. 

Also, thousands of Missourians are benefiting from provisions of the Affordable Care Act. Young adults are able to start careers while remaining on their parents’ insurance policies, and seniors no longer face huge bills for prescription medicines if they fall into the “donut hole,” for example. 

But those rationales aren’t likely to impress the sizable portion of Missouri’s electorate that has come to regard the bailouts, stimulus packages and health care law as examples of government excess.

Still, McCaskill should be getting some street cred among small government advocates for the way she used her chair of the Senate Subcommittee on Contracting Oversight to identify much of the more than $100 billion of waste in Iraq, and is doing similar good work finding waste in Afghanistan.

Right now, she’s advocating a federal spending cap as a way to get the deficit under control. During a time when many insist they’re tired of Washington business as usual, McCaskill is known as a bipartisan innovator. While still a newcomer, she suggested to the chair of the Homeland Security Committee that instead of the traditional separate seating arrangements by party, Democrats and Republicans be mixed together. While hardly earth-shaking, it’s made a difference in the working relationship these senators have developed.

Now “mixed” seating is on for Tuesday’s State of the Union address, and McCaskill is hoping to find a Republican partner.

While we expect she’ll find a GOP “date” for the speech, it’s less clear whether tea partiers will ever consider her record worthy of a longer look. If policy drives the tea partiers and not party, as they assert, she would seem to have a decent shot. But that’s a big if, and one we wouldn’t bet on.

Critical rules vote could make the Senate functional again.

POST-DISPATCH  By the Editorial Board 

Conventional wisdom says that President Barack Obama’s State of the Union speech Tuesday evening will be the big political event of the week. But in terms of the day-to day governance of the nation, a rules vote in the Senate might be more important.

Democrats, who hold a 53-47 majority in the body (including the two independents who caucus with them), have been negotiating with Republican leaders over possible changes in the Senate rules governing filibusters and “secret holds.”

The rule that requires the approval of 60 senators to move legislation forward and the rule that allows a single senator anonymously to hold up legislation or a confirmation vote are two major reasons why political observers, including many senators themselves, say the Senate is “broken.”

In an influential article published Aug. 9 in The New Yorker, journalist George Packer wrote, “[I]t has become normal for a handful of senators, sometimes representing just 10 or 20 percent of the country’s population, to hold everything  up. And the status quo has become sufficiently frustrating that a few new senators have considered a radical option: mutiny.”

Leaders of the reform effort argue that the Constitution allows a simple majority of the senators to change the rules on the first day of a session.

That was Jan. 5, but Majority Leader Harry Reid, D-Nev., continued the “legislative day” throughout the two-week Martin Luther King Jr. holiday recess, hoping that the parties could find a compromise.

The Senate goes back into session Tuesday, but it can be Jan. 5 as long as Mr. Reid wants.

Since January 2009, Minority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., shrewdly has used the rules to block much of the Obama administration’s legislative agenda. More than 350 bills passed by the House in the past two years never came to a Senate vote. Nineteen of Mr. Obama’s 81 judicial nominees have yet to be confirmed.

At the same time, Mr. Reid has used the rules to shut Republicans out of the legislative process by limiting amendments and debate time. The result has been stasis and frustration in “the world’s greatest deliberative body.”

Democrats could, in theory, jam the rules changes through. But that would set a precedent that could come back to haunt them, possibly in as soon as two years.

A compromise proposal could allow filibusters only on the final vote for any piece of legislation but not on procedural votes. Dissenting senators actually would have try to talk a bill to death, as in the old days. Now, only a vote is required, and there were a record 91 such votes in the past two years.

Missouri Democratic Sen. Claire McCaskill thinks that requiring transparency on “holds,” along with guaranteeing Republicans the right to a certain number of amendments and debate floor time, might be enough to break the logjam.

“We should make people take ownership of their holds,” she told us. “Right now you never know who’s doing what or why. Sometimes they’re holding things to get a deal. They don’t want anyone to know they’re trying to get some pork or deals on other things.”

If you want to know whether the post-Tucson spirit of bipartisan civility is real, ignore who’s sitting with whom at the State of Union speech. Keep your eye on the rules vote.
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Costly or wild ideas kick off sessions

•Drug tests aren’t exactly fiscally responsible: This would seem like a bad year to propose a new taxpayer-funded social program with a price tag of at least $2 million, but Republicans in the Missouri General Assembly are doing just that.

A bill being fast-tracked in the House would require drug tests for welfare recipients. Missourians receiving benefits or applying for them would be tested if a caseworker had “reasonable suspicion” to think illegal drugs were in the picture. 

Someone who tests positive would have their benefits cut off for at least a year, although other members of the household could still receive aid.

For the moment, we’ll skip over the legal complications that may come from singling only some people out for drug tests, as well as the perverse logic of expecting drug-using parents to clean up their act while receiving less money.

Since fiscal responsibility is this year’s watchword, we’ll note the estimated cost: a minimum of $2 million just as Gov. Jay Nixon has proposed cutting nearly $5 million from drug and alcohol treatment programs for indigent Missourians.

Logic would call for Republican House leaders to squash this bad idea, but it seems they plan to bring it up for a vote next week.

The best we can hope for is that opponents will succeed with an amendment requiring legislators to be drug-tested as well. 

A bill with that provision passed the House last year, but it died in the Senate.

•Think of the savings on party invites alone: Sen. Chris Steineger, a Democrat-turned-Republican, managed to tick off half of the political class last month when he swapped parties (saying he could get more done in the majority).

While showing off his new, dungeon-like office in Topeka this week, he outlined a plan to anger the rest. 

He’s going to re-introduce his bill to slice the Kansas Senate from 40 members to 30, and the House from 125 representatives to 90.

His reasoning: Kansas doesn’t need and can’t afford to support as many politicians as it has. He notes that states with much larger populations have smaller legislatures.

Steineger is also proposing consolidating Kansas’ 105 counties to 36. He explains that the 105 counties were laid out to account for horse travel, not modern car travel. 

Beyond that, he said, most county business is done online these days. The reduction, he says, could save many, many millions of dollars each year.

“When I talk about this plan, everyone seems on board — business owners, everyday voters, everyone except the folks in the statehouse and country government.” 

Funny, Don Quixote thought the masses were with him, too.

•What’s in a name?: Missouri lawmakers are not about to be one-upped by the U.S. House and its cleverly-if-disingenuously-named “Repealing the Job-Killing Health Care Law” bill.

Here in the Show-Me State, House members this week extended the “Big Government Get Off My Back Act.” 

What the House actually did was authorize a tax deduction for some workers. It attached that proposal to the anti-big-government bill passed last year and added the unconstitutional provision that federal mandates affecting the state are subject to Missouri legislative approval.

Chris Kelly, a Democratic representative member from Columbia, aptly summed up the charade as “foolish political frippery.” But that didn’t stop the House from amending the Big Government Get Off My Back Act by a vote of 136 to 21.

•Just asking: Rep. Lyle Rowland, a freshman Republican from Cedarcreek, Mo., has introduced a bill that would require “proof of identity and proof of United States citizenship” for all future U.S. presidential and vice presidential candidates.

No word yet on how that would work. Would the candidates have to travel to Jefferson City to register?

If so, they would be impressed. Obviously, Missouri has no problems of its own, since its lawmakers have so much time on their hands.
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ST. JOSEPH NEWS PRESS  Our opinion

Ricky was arrested five years ago for possession of marijuana, his second offense. A 30-year employee of a top company in St. Joseph, this family man in his 50s was hardly the criminal type, yet he needed help. And Buchanan County’s drug court gave it to him. 

Instead of going to prison, Ricky (not his real name) volunteered to enter the drug court program, which required him to pay $300 and attend outpatient treatment sessions and Alcoholics Anonymous meetings for eight months. After completing all that, staying clean and landing a new job, he graduated from the program. 

“If you’re really ready to quit, like I was, drug court can give you the boost you need,” says Ricky, who is clean today and still attends AA. 

That’s the kind of testimony Judge Daniel Kellogg, who heads up the drug court program here with Judge Pat Robb, likes to hear. A total of 21 people graduated last year, and 100 are in the program now. 

“It’s good to know that you’ve helped people out,” Judge Kellogg says. “But there also are cost savings. Offenders graduate, get jobs and pay taxes, instead of the taxpayers supporting them in prison.” 

All this comes amid a call by William Ray Price Jr., chief justice of the Missouri Supreme Court, for more money for drug courts. Last year Mr. Price urged the state to increase funding by $2 million, and last month he told the House budget committee that moving more offenders into drug courts would “save a bundle of money.” 

Such defendants have a better chance of reintroduction into society, he added, “because they are not hanging around a bunch of people who are worse than them.” 

All these ideas are sound, particularly when viewed as long-term investments in improving lives and in reducing prison costs. The problem is with the state’s current finances, as Gov. Jay Nixon projects a $500 million budget shortfall for this year. 

Should officials find extra money somewhere, drug courts would be a prime candidate for increased funding. 

Fox v. Robin: Caught being objective, Fox News retaliates

By The Editorial Board   POST-DISPATCH

You might think that the lawsuit Fox News Channel and anchor Chris Wallace filed last September against Robin Carnahan's Senate campaign no longer was an issue, given that Missouri's Democratic secretary of state lost her race against Republican Rep. Roy Blunt in the election for Missouri's open Senate seat.

You would be wrong, but it's true that the issue isn't exactly urgent. The suit has been set for trial in December.

Two weeks ago, Ms. Carnahan asked the Federal Election Commission for permission to form an independent legal defense fund to raise money for the case. Those costs stand at $85,000 - and are climbing.

The suit involves a Carnahan campaign ad that included 24 seconds of a 2006 interview of Mr. Blunt by Mr. Wallace for "Fox News Sunday." Mr. Wallace also interviewed Rep. John Boehner, R-Ohio, and Rep. John Shadegg, R-Ariz.

At the time, the three men were vying to succeed Tom DeLay as majority leader of the House. DeLay, a Texas Republican, had resigned after scandals linked him to lobbyist Jack Abramoff. Just days before the broadcast, Abramoff had pleaded guilty to several felony counts. DeLay later was convicted of two money-laundering felonies and sentenced to three years in prison. He's appealing the convictions.

House Republicans were divided on whether Mr. Blunt, Mr. Boehner or Mr. Shaddeg would best demonstrate the party's seriousness about ethical reform. Mr. Boehner won the leader's race and is now speaker of the House.

Mr. Wallace conducted admirably tough interviews with all three men. Mr. Blunt's was the toughest, given questions that had been raised about his own ties to lobbyists and the seven years he spent as a close associate of DeLay.

If you cut through the legalese of the lawsuit, the curious case of Fox v. Robin seems to come down to these main points:

• Fox says the Carnahan ad violated a Fox copyright by using 24 seconds of the Blunt interview for campaign purposes. Yet Fox did not sue Sen. David Vittert, R-La., Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., or even Mr. Blunt for using Fox News material with Mr. Wallace in their 2010 campaigns.

• Fox says Ms. Carnahan's ad "harms the value of the original work by compromising its apparent objectivity." We question Fox's use of the adjective "apparent" in light of its well-established tilt toward Republican and right-wing causes and candidates. We would argue that the Carnahan ad enhanced the value of the original work by displaying rare actual objectivity.

• The suit claims that the ad invaded Mr. Wallace's privacy and misappropriated his likeness. Mr. Wallace is a network news personality. The ad used a four-year-old clip from the nationally broadcast show he anchors. Mr. Wallace's face appeared on screen for about three seconds. Come on.

Political ads for candidates of all parties routinely use clips and quotes from news shows and stories. Use of these excerpts in political and public issue contexts is specifically protected by the fair-use provisions of federal copyright law. Political speech also enjoys the highest degree of First Amendment protection.

Perhaps Fox wants to be aggressive in asserting intellectual property rights, a trend among big corporations. But this is a bizarre case for making that point.

We'd hesitate to call the lawsuit frivolous. Ridiculous is more like it. With a whiff of spite.
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GUEST COMMENTARY: Missouri's focus should be on problem-solving, not rhetoric

By CHRIS KELLY

January 21, 2011 | 11:49 a.m. CST

During my campaign for re-election, I repeatedly used the slogan: “Let’s turn down the volume and silence the rhetoric.” For me, those words were more than a slogan.  They will guide my activities as the Legislature convenes in Jefferson City this month.

Unfortunately, politics has become a sport for too many of us — politicians and voters alike. For many it’s a win or lose, zero-sum game, with no referee to throw the penalty flag for unsportsmanlike conduct.

The concerns of our state and country are not a game. We have been elected to transact the people’s business to the best of our abilities. Jobs, health care, education, public safety and transportation are serious issues that require that we work together for the benefit of all.

Republicans and Democrats often approach public policy from different starting points — with different ideological assumptions. I would like to think, however, that all of us want our economy to provide jobs for those who are looking for work, our citizens to receive adequate health care, our schools and colleges to deliver quality education and our cities and roads to be safe. We can’t achieve any of these goals if we spend our time shouting at each other for the purpose of scoring political points or passionate self-interest.

Missouri has more than its share of problems. Unemployment is too high, health care is lacking for too many of our citizens, our educational system is not delivering the quality that we need and our infrastructure is deteriorating — all while our economy is near an all-time low.

I’m not arguing that every issue can be solved by negotiating a middle-of-the-road consensus. Rather, I believe that Missouri is better served if all of us turn down our volume, silence our rhetoric and focus on solving the problems before us.  That’s what I think you expect. That’s how I intend to legislate.

Rep. Chris Kelly serves Boone County in the 24th Legislative District.
Mizzou offers value and opportunity

Education • All Missouri students who meet the qualifications are admitted to Mizzou.

POST-DISPATCH OP-ED  By Brady J. Deaton 

As the state's public land-grant flagship, the University of Missouri is a champion whose doors are open to anyone who qualifies to attend Mizzou, regardless of financial background. The Post-Dispatch addressed the issue of affordability in the editorial "Lost generation," published last month.

The university's operating budget is principally derived from two sources: state appropriations and tuition. Even though MU was founded in 1839 as a 'state public university," since 2004 more of our operating budget comes from tuition than from the state. (MU's state support continues to be below 2001 levels.) And for the past two years, the University of Missouri System agreed to keep tuition flat if the state did not substantially reduce its appropriation.

MU budget planners, deans and faculty work diligently to obtain gifts and generate research funds that provide student jobs assuring that Mizzou continues to offer the same caliber of education for which we are nationally known — while reducing budgets in every conceivable way to keep tuition affordable and financial aid available for those who need assistance.

During the most recent fiscal year, MU gave $26.3 million from its general operating budget and $11.9 million from private gifts to Missouri undergraduate resident students in need-based and merit-based financial aid. In addition, MU pays student employees $50 million yearly in employee wages. Financing education is a tough financial stretch for many students, but we work with each student to make that education achievable.

Missouri students who attended MU also received $20.3 million in federal grant aid and $10.8 million in state aid. Federal loans, which have a lower interest rate than conventional loans, totaled another $64.9 million for Missouri students and their parents.

Added altogether, MU provided more than $38.2 million from its operating budget to Missouri students and assisted them with acquiring an additional $96 million in federal and state grants and loans to help them afford MU's tuition. We also offer students a multitude of opportunities to work on campus to supplement this support.

Because all Missouri students who qualify for admission are admitted, no out-of-state students take their places at Mizzou. But it is important to note that recruiting out-of-state students has become increasingly important for several reasons: Missouri high school graduates are expected to decrease beginning in 2011; out-of-state students, as is the national norm, pay higher tuition than in-state students; part of the revenue generated from out-of-state tuition goes toward funding need-based aid to Missouri students; and the geographic diversity of MU students contributes to the quality of the educational experience for all students.

To further aid Missouri students, the Missouri College Advising Corps is headquartered at MU. The advisers, who are all Mizzou grads, assist low-income, first-generation and underrepresented students by encouraging them to attend college and helping them with the college-application process at any institution of their choice. Last year, advisers helped those students secure $2.7 million in scholarship funding. Student financial aid is a major focus of our next fundraising campaign that will appeal to our alumni, business and industry, foundations and a wide range of supporters committed to quality education at MU for as many qualified students as possible.

To maintain quality and access in the face of reduced state resources, we expect to increase tuition effective with the 2011 summer session (pending Board of Curators approval). Still, MU remains a truly great value, with tuition ranking 24th out of 36 when compared to our national peers in the Association of American Universities. Human resource development is the best strategy to achieve economic development. An MU education will equip students with the knowledge base, skill sets and inspired creativity to rebuild the state's economy; well-prepared graduates will attract and start new businesses and earn salaries and wages that will generate increased tax revenue. The research conducted by faculty and students will improve the quality of life of all Missourians and beyond.

It is clear that much is at stake in our investments in higher education at MU and the kindergarten to grade 12 schools that feed it. We all know we must continue to invest in education even as we realize that our state faces huge financial challenges. Together, and with the support of our elected officials, I am confident that this is a challenge Missourians will meet. MU is pruod to be a champion for students who are ready to attend this university.

Brady J. Deaton is chancellor of the University of Missouri.
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MISSOURINET by Bob Priddy on January 21, 2011

The candidate who promises to change things if he or she is elected often finds saying it and doing it are different things. Sometimes they’re accused of being absorbed by the government instead of changing it. 

Charles Babington of the Associated Press wrote a piece the other day that Tea Party candidates are causing some distress among followers back home because they’re kind of looking like regular members of Congress now that they’ve taken office. 

Those of us who have heard candidates for decades run for office with promises they would change things don’t find the Tea Party members’ concern unusual. The issue is more likely unrealistic expectations based on the all too common yearning for instant gratification than it is a matter of a new office holder quickly forsaking ideals once they’re in office. Ideals don’t disappear. They just run into real life. 

Candidates seldom campaign on a platform of being one of 435 people–or at the state level of being one of 34 or one of 163. Candidates run as stand-alone figures who can make a difference. Making a difference as a member of a five or ten-member city council or as one of three county commissioners, or being the only county prosecutor is a whole lot easier than being one of 34 or 163, or 435 or 100. 

Real life in the elected position exposes the new office-holder to more competing concerns and issues that he or she might have imagined. The new office-holder finds others of equal or greater strength advocating for different approaches. The new office-holder better learn pretty quickly that progress usually comes in small, non-dramatic, steps that constitute small bites of the big apple issues on which they campaigned. 

That process of government as “the art of the possible” is often lost upon those who elected the candidate as a reformer. We have seen a number of people go to Washington or come to Jefferson City as crusaders and reformers. Those who learn to work within the system are more likely to make progress toward their ideals than those who refuse to support anything that does not completely match their demands and the demands of those woh put them in office. 

Reform is more often evolution than revolution.

Campaigns are a theoretical world. Service is the real world. Missourinet reporters see the difference between the two every two years. The new folks are not so much corrupted by the system as they are turned to realists by it.

MISSOURINET
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by Brent Martin on January 24, 2011

Governor Nixon insists his proposed budget for public schools keeps education spending flat; a questionable claim to some state legislative leaders who worry about the effects of the governor’s plan over the long term.

Education funding stays essentially flat if local school districts follow Governor Nixon’s instructions and hold over a total of $112 million in federal funding into the coming fiscal year.

That’s a lot to ask local schools says House Budget Committee Chairman Ryan Silvey, a Republican from Kansas City. Silvey says some schools made plans to spend the money as soon as the federal government announced it would be available.

States received additional federal funding this year, specifically for education. The states could not carry the funds over into the next fiscal year, but the Nixon Administration reasons that the local school districts can. Missouri’s share totaled $189 million. The plan outlined by the governor requires that $112 million of that total be used for the next fiscal year to offset an equal reduction in state appropriations for Fiscal Year 2012.

Silvey has an additional worry. He’s concerned about the effect the move would have on the basic school funding formula, the Foundation Formula.

“His proposal absolutely will change distribution through the (Foundation) Formula next year,” Silvey tells reporters.

The lingering effects of the recession have undermined attempts to keep up with stepped funding increases proposed by the new Foundation Formula. The Formula doesn’t work without the increases. Its distribution method to local schools could become unbalanced. The Nixon Administration proposal would drop state appropriations for the Foundation Formula from the present $3 billion in the FY 2011 budget to $2.89 billion in FY 2012.

House Minority Leader Mike Talboy of Kansas City is more sympathetic toward Nixon, a fellow Democrat, though he says districts need to be careful how they spend the federal money.

“If it’s a need where it’s a roof or a new building or different things like that then, yes. If we’re talking about somebody going out and hiring a bunch of teachers, obviously that’s going to create problems with one-time federal funds,” according to Talboy.

As for Nixon, he sees his request of the local school districts as reasonable.

“I think it’s much easier for them to manage money than to manage no money,” Nixon says. “The bottom line is we’re going to work with them to make available the opportunity to have even funding at a time when other states are seeing dramatic cuts to their K through 12 classrooms.”

Nixon acknowledges the plan could throw off the Foundation Formula, but he calls that a “solvable problem”.

Statewide homelessness count on Wednesday

by Ryan Famuliner on January 24, 2011

Volunteers across the state will get to work this week to try to get a count of the homeless population in Missouri.

This Point-in-time Count is required once every two years by HUD, but the Missouri Interagency Council on Homelessness does it in cooperation with many other agencies twice every year. Jenni Miller with the Missouri Housing Development Commission says it’s not just a count of the homeless in Missouri, it’s also a survey.

“It asks general questions about how long someone has been homeless, if they’re a veteran, their age,” Miller said.

Miller says that information will help Missouri agencies get federal grants.

“Each year HUD will release bonus funds for each Continuum of Care, because these funds are all for supportive housing projects and transitional housing and permanent housing. By having those chronically homeless numbers, we can report those to HUD and then agencies in those areas can use those numbers to show that they have a need to house chronically homeless individuals and can write a program for a permanent hosing bonus project to serve those individuals,” Miller said.

She says that’s the largest source of federal homelessness assistance money in existence.

She says they’ll get numbers from shelters across the state. She also says, despite the cold, they’ll be looking for people out in the streets, in places that aren’t meant for human habitation as defined by HUD.

“In January we do find people in the rural counties. People will tend to be seen in cars and abandoned buildings more often in those times. That’s why it’s important to have people out in the counties actually looking for these people because it’s harder to find people in the winter,” Miller said.

The MHDC and the Missouri Interagency Council on Homelessness work with numerous nonprofit and governmental agencies, and faith-based organizations, to do this count. The count will take place statewide on Wednesday.

American maker will no longer produce key execution drug

by Brent Martin on January 22, 2011

A key drug used by the state of Missouri in executions will no longer be made by its only domestic manufacturer.

Hospira has announced it will no longer make sodium thiopental, an anesthetic used in Missouri as one of three drugs administered as the deadly cocktail in lethal injections. Hospira had considered moving production of the drug to Italy, which outlaws capital punishment. Italy has suggested it might sue the company if the drug is used in executions. The Wall Street Journal reports the action comes as anti-death penalty activists ratchet up pressure on pharmaceutical companies which make drugs used in lethal injections.

Mental Health Dept. says cuts are no surprise 

by Ryan Famuliner on January 21, 2011

The Department of Mental Health will take the brunt of the job losses announced in the Governor’s State of the State speech. But Department Director Keith Schafer says they’re prepared for the change.

The Governor says the Department of Mental Health will lose 432 jobs as a result of budget cuts. Schafer says it’s part of a change in approach that the Department’s been working on for more than a year now.

“Last year we implemented, as part of our core cut scenario then, significant changes that moved a lot of our services more toward community-based services and less toward our institutional services,” Schafer said.

We asked him how noticeable the changes will be for those who receive these services. He says they don’t want to pretend it will be an easy, smooth, seamless process.

“I think overall, for most people, the changes won’t be negative. For a few people, it is true that those changes will be very difficult for them. In cases, for instance, like a person with a serious mental illness who’s in acute crisis and used to come to our Metropolitan Psychiatric Center and now will have to go to a community hospital” Schafer said.

The job losses will mostly impact the Metropolitan Psychiatric Center in St. Louis, Fulton State Hospital, and the Southeast Missouri Mental Health Center in Farmington. He says many of the job losses will be through attrition.

“In a period like this where you have the kind of chronic budget problems that the state of Missouri has had; it is a time in which you can and should take a close, careful look at how you’re doing business and we’ve done that,” Schafer said.

Schafer says the cuts are fair, considering about 7 percent of the state’s general revenue goes to the department.

“We have not yet, at any point in the last two or three years, been cut by our percentage of the budget. Meaning that if we represent 7 percent of the budget, we’ve never taken a full 7 percent (general revenue) hit during any one of those single years. We’ve been protected,” Schafer said.

We asked why he thinks his Department has been protected.

“I think both the legislature and the Governor’s office understand fully that we deal with an extremely vulnerable population of people. Folks who, our services often represent life or death to them,” Schafer said.

Missouri farms could become more energy efficient (AUDIO)
by Brent Martin on January 21, 2011

Up to as many as 300 farming operations and 100 rural homes could see improvements in their energy use as the state puts into place a $5 million federal grant.

Governor Nixon announced this morning in Jefferson City that the State Department of Agriculture won a competitive grant from the federal Department of Energy. The agriculture department’s proposal is called MAESTRO, which stands for Missouri Agricultural Energy Saving Team – a Revolutionary Opportunity. The University of Missouri Extension Service is a partner in the program as well.

The money is to be used to help farm operations and farm homes use less electricity, gas and propane. The program targets livestock producers, in particular. Money will be made available for energy audits as well as to finance rebates to put recommendations into place. Low interest loans will be made available to finance energy improvements and guarantees given to lenders who help finance them.

The money is part of the federal economic stimulus package approved by Congress in 2009.

AUDIO: State Agriculture Director Jon Hagler and Gov. Nixon on energy grant [8:30 MP3]
Maybe some $3.75 gas later this year (AUDIO)

by Bob Priddy on January 21, 2011

The numbers are headed the wrong way on the signs in front of Missouri gas stations..

We’re starting to see some three-dollar gallons of regular gas being sold in some places, a reflection of   e climbing prices for crude oil.

The Auto Club of Missouri keeps an eye on the petroleum market and its impact at the pump.  Vice-President Mike Right says we might see prices of $3.25 to #3.75 a gallon later this year as the crude price tops $100 a barrel.  A barrel is bringing about $90 now.    

He says the domestic oil industry is not in position to stop the increases because full operations have not resumed in the Gulf of Mexico. 

Right’s worst-case scenario says the higher prices likely will slow the economic recovery and in the process further retard fuel tax collections that are used for Missouri’s roads and bridges.  He says Auto Club surveys indicate people already are becoming more interested in more fuel-efficient vehicles and carpooling.

Listen to Mike Right’s interview 5:41 mp3
USA TODAY MISSOURI NEWS
MONDAY, JANUARY 24 --  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Kansas City — Three men accused of robbing motorists stuck in the snow were caught after they got stuck in the snow themselves. Prosecutors announced robbery and armed criminal action charges Friday against Michael Wilson Jr., 17, and Darion O. Page, 18. The third suspect is a juvenile. Credit cards of victims were among the items found in their vehicle, police said. 
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