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Blunt maintains a healthy lead over Carnahan

BY TONY MESSENGER • www.STLtoday.com | Posted: Sunday, October 24, 2010 12:05 am
ST. LOUIS • Months of blistering attacks in the race for U.S. Senate in Missouri have done little to change the dynamics of the campaign, with Republican Roy Blunt remaining the clear frontrunner, according to a Post-Dispatch/KMOV-TV (Channel 4) poll of Missouri voters.

Blunt leads Democrat Robin Carnahan 49 percent to 40 percent, extending the edge he had in a similar Post-Dispatch poll conducted in July.

"She's thrown her best punches and it didn't get her anywhere," said pollster Brad Coker of Mason-Dixon Polling & Research.

Pollsters conducted telephone interviews at random with 625 registered Missouri voters who said they cast ballots regularly in state elections. The poll has a margin of error of plus or minus 4 percentage points.

The poll was conducted Oct. 18 through Oct. 20, just a couple of days after two Senate debates in which Carnahan called Blunt corrupt and labeled him a Washington insider. Such attacks also have been the overwhelming theme of Carnahan's campaign commercials.

Coker said voters' dissatisfaction with the state of the economy and President Barack Obama continued to fuel Blunt's frontrunner status.

"I think Blunt's in control," Coker said.

Blunt leads Carnahan in every region of the state except for the St. Louis area, the poll indicates. In July, Carnahan was leading in both the Kansas City and St. Louis areas.

At least some voters who responded to the poll said they were turned off by the television ads in the race.

"Her ads are biting," said Karen Moses, 50, Independence. "This is why I hate election years - the ads that they run try to get you to focus on the opponent's negatives and not the positive of what they can do."

After months of negative advertising, voters appear to be turning on both candidates to a degree. In July, 23 percent of poll respondents had an unfavorable opinion of Blunt, and 38 percent had an unfavorable opinion of Carnahan.

In the October poll, 35 percent of poll respondents now have an unfavorable view of Blunt, and 48 percent have an unfavorable view of Carnahan.

Blunt, it seems, can already smell victory. He released a web video last week, "Momentum," stringing together news clips portraying the race as out of reach for Carnahan.

Jennifer Keller, 42, a homemaker from Kansas City, said Carnahan's campaign had been eclipsed by voter angst towards Democrats, both in Missouri and nationally.

"Although I'm not a fan of her, I don't know that it's necessarily her beliefs and policies," Keller said. "It's the fact that she's a Democrat. And I think people are really angry at Democrats right now, especially in this state."

Sherita Bates, also of Kansas City, is a Carnahan supporter - though she acknowledges that being a Democrat in this election cycle is downright toxic.

"Democrat in Missouri right now is a bad word," Bates, 57, said.

The race between Carnahan, Missouri's secretary of state, and Blunt, a seven-term congressman from Springfield, has been billed as a battle of Show-Me State political powers.

One of Carnahan's key criticisms has focused on Blunt's support for the $700 billion bank bailout - although many Democratic members of Congress, including Carnahan's brother, supported the measure. Blunt has lambasted Carnahan for siding with Washington Democrats - although her career in office has been spent in Jefferson City.

It was Blunt who set the early campaign tone and has appeared to stay in charge through most of the race. The bad economy, which many voters are blaming on the Democrats who control Congress as well as the presidency, has worked in his favor.

Missouri voters continue to have a more negative view of the president than voters nationally. While 60 percent of likely Missouri voters disapproved of Obama's job performance in the Post-Dispatch poll, only 50 percent nationally disapproved, according to a Gallup poll taken over the same time period.

The top issues on the minds of Missouri voters remains the economy and the lack of jobs, according to the poll.

In the poll, 60 percent of voters said they disapprove of the job Obama has done on the economy. Among independent voters, 66 percent disapprove of the president's handling of the economy.

The poll showed that 68 percent of respondents believed the country is on the wrong track - including 77 percent of independents and an overwhelming majority of Republicans, 93 percent.

"Obama is leading it down the path toward socialism, frankly," said poll respondent Tony Sarver, 67, a real estate broker from Liberty, Mo. "He's going to have to be stopped."

In advertisements, Blunt has sought to link his opponent to Obama, repeatedly using images of the pair together at a Kansas City fundraiser earlier this year.

Poll participants interviewed by the Post-Dispatch said they were not necessarily enthralled with Blunt, but in a year in which Republicans are dominating, they are in more of a GOP state of mind.

At least two poll participants described Blunt as the "lesser of two evils."

"I don't know if Blunt's a leader, a take-charge kind of a guy, a guy who's going to go in there and fight. I think he's more of a get along, compromise type," said William Jones, 39, an IT professional from Ballwin. "I'm not too excited, but I'd definitely vote for him."

Coker said Blunt's lead at this point was significant. He pointed to several other polls that have also shown him with a lead between 5 and 10 percentage points.

Real Clear Politics, a nonpartisan website that tracks various polls, says Blunt's lead is 9.7 percentage points, based on the average of several different polls.

Even a poll commissioned by Carnahan last week showed her down five points - a gap the campaign claims is proof of a tightening race.

The Post-Dispatch poll also asked voters about Libertarian Jonathan Dine and Constitution Party candidate Jerry Beck. Beck polled at 2 percent of the vote. Dine received 1 percent. Eight percent of voters were undecided.

The Post-Dispatch poll conducted over the summer showed Blunt with a 6 percentage point lead over Carnahan, though it did not include Dine or Beck.

Neither poll addresses the question of turnout - and whether an enthusiasm gap among Democrats will lead many of the party's voters to simply sit the election out, making Carnahan's chances of winning even more remote.

Margie Lovett, 62, who describes herself as a "Kennedy Democrat," believes it will. "Most Democrats, most true Democrats, realize that they've lost this election," Lovett, of Trenton, Mo., said. "Probably a lot of them will stay home and wait until the next one, when they have a chance again."
Republicans latest tool for attack? Democrat

Claire McCaskill
BY JAKE WAGMAN • www.STLtoday.com | Posted: Friday, October 22, 2010 3:53 pm
ST. LOUIS -- Whether its on Twitter or on the floor of the U.S. Senate, Claire McCaskill has always been one to say exactly what's on her mind.

That's what makes her a favorite on the Sunday talk show circuit -- but it can also sometimes lead to a few grimaces from supporters.

This week, Republicans have used -- or, perhaps better said, arranged -- McCaskill's comments on the midterm elections to resemble a slap at her own party.

The National Republican Senatorial Committee is highlighting a clip of McCaskill on MSNBC in which she admonishes a fellow Democrat, Kentucky Senate hopeful Jack Conway, for an ad he's running against opponent Rand Paul.

The spot alleges Paul was in an anti-Christian "secret society" in college and worshiped "Aqua Buddha." The ad, McCaskill said, is "dangerous," and "came close to the line."

"Candidates that are behind at the end reach -- and sometimes they overreach," McCaskill said.

That's catnip to Republicans who hope their momentum heading to Nov. 2 is self-perpetuating -- in fact, "Momentum" is the title of a web video released this week by Missouri Republican Senate hopeful Roy Blunt.

The video features a comment McCaskill made to Roll Call in a story about Democrat Robin Carnahan's Senate campaign.

"It's harder to assume the mantle of an outsider when you are from a family who is so well-known," McCaskill said.

McCaskill has also said that she doesn't believe the Senate race in Missouri is over yet, and accused Rand Paul of being "thin skinned" and "not ready" to serve.

But, this close to Election Day, it’s often the friendly fire that gets the most attention.
Blunt launching final 50-stop campaign swing; Democrats predict strong finish
By Jo Mannies, Beacon Political Reporter    Posted 1:08 am, Sat., 10.23.10
Buoyant over polls that continue to show him ahead, Republican U.S. Senate nominee Roy Blunt says he plans to conclude his campaign with 50 events next week around Missouri.

Blunt, a congressman from Springfield, Mo., told supporters Friday in Eureka that he wasn't overconfident. But he likened the enthusiasm within GOP ranks to that of 1980, when the Republican wave carried Ronald Reagan into the White House and captured both chambers of Congress.

The public is seeing what's happening in Washington under President Barack Obama and the Democratic-controlled Congress as "so extreme and extraordinary,'' Blunt told a small group of businesspeople gathered at the Holiday Inn near the Six Flags theme park.

"They're frightened -- and they should be,'' he added.

Blunt detailed his views on a variety of issues, from health care to energy, making little mention of his Democratic opponent, Missouri Secretary of State Robin Carnahan. 

Among other things, Blunt noted that Congress has yet to act on what to do about the Bush tax cuts, set to expire Jan. 1. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi has said the matter will be dealt with during a lame duck session after the election.

Missouri Democratic Party chairman Craig Hosmer painted a different political picture Friday, telling reporters in a conference call  that Blunt needs to address more fully the controversy over Democratic assertions that his family employed an illegal worker as a housekeeper 20 years ago. (Blunt denies the accusations.)

Hosmer renewed the Democratic call for Blunt's campaign to quit airing its "hypocritical TV ad" blasting illegal immigration. (Blunt didn't mention the matter during his Eureka appearance, and his audience didn't bring it up. He left without taking any press questions.)

The Missouri Democratic Party also unveiled a new video that disparages Blunt's handling of the issue.

Hosmer also contended that Missouri Democrats will do better than some expect on Nov. 2. "I still expect there to be some Democratic gains,'' said the party chairman, a lawyer who also hails from Springfield.

When asked, Hosmer said that party leaders have made requests for prominent national Democrats to drop by over the next week.

For example? "I'd love to see to see Bill Clinton back in Missouri,'' the chairman said.

As for Carnahan, her campaign announced Friday that it has formed a "Republicans for Robin'' group. Her website is featuring video of five Republicans from around the state who support her.
Akin's presence at candidate debate? An empty

chair
BY JAKE WAGMAN • www.STLtoday.com | Posted: Friday, October 22, 2010 10:07 am
ST. LOUIS -- Whatever U.S. Rep. Todd Akin's plans are for this evening, debating his nominal election opposition does not appear to be on the schedule.

That will leave his two underfunded opponents -- Democrat Arthur Lieber and Libertarian Steve Mosbacher -- arguing with, as Lieber put it in a press release this week, an empty chair at this evening's candidate forum in St. Charles County.

Akin did not accept an invitation from the League of Women Voters to debate, even though the organization has brought in its national president to moderate the event.

The Town and Country Republican is all but a lock for his sixth term on Capitol Hill. In 2008, he defeated his Democratic opposition -- perennial candidate Bill Haas -- with 62 percent of the vote. (This year, Haas switched parties and challenged Akin in the GOP primary -- a venture that was even less successful. Akin won the nomination with 85 percent of the vote.)

Skipping the debate makes political sense for Akin. If he's virtually assured of re-election, what does he have to gain by tangling with his token rivals?

Of course, making time to debate fellow candidates once every two years does not seem a particularly onerous obligation, especially since, for a Republican in a solidly-GOP district, it's not a high-stress affair.

For those that are interested in attending tonight's debate, it will be at 7p.m. at St. Charles Community College in Cottleville. There should be plenty of empty seats -- including the one for Akin.
Voters will decide next move in debate over city earnings tax
By Dale Singer, Beacon staff    Posted 1:35 pm, Fri., 10.22.10
In the divisive, sometimes heated rhetoric campaign over the earnings tax proposition on Missouri's ballot Nov. 2, three words speak volumes: Let voters decide.

That phrase is the title of the effort by proponents of Proposition A, which would force voters in St. Louis and Kansas City to decide whether the 1 percent earnings tax in those cities should continue. It would also prohibit any other Missouri city from imposing such a tax.

But opponents of Proposition A  say that far from being an exercise in democracy, where voters get a say in what taxes they should pay, the proposal is anti-democratic, giving voters all over Missouri control of an issue that should be decided only in the cities with the biggest stake in the outcome.

The 1 percent tax is levied on any person who works in the city or lives in the city as well as on net profits earned by corporations as a result of work done or services performed or rendered or other activities conducted in the city. Nonprofit organizations do not pay the tax, but their employees do.

Whatever voters decide next month, the earnings tax won't be directly affected -- yet. A no vote would maintain the status quo. A simple majority in favor would force the next phase, balloting in the spring by voters in St. Louis and Kansas City.

If voters then say they want to get rid of the earnings tax, it would be phased out over 10 years. The proposal also bars an earnings tax from being imposed in any other Missouri city and prohibits voters in St. Louis and Kansas City from reinstating the tax in the future.

But even though any damage to the St. Louis city budget wouldn't start for a while if Proposition A passes, opponents to the measure aren't exactly reassured, citing the potential loss of money that pays for basic services, with no solid idea of how it would be replaced.

"If something is working, why should people change it," said Mark Jones, spokesman for the Say No to A coalition. "That just doesn't make sense. The system is providing what cities need. Why would you change that? This is a very dangerous experiment, using Missouri as a laboratory."

To those who put Proposition A on the ballot, though, the idea is simple: The earnings tax is the wrong way to fund government, and voters can be trusted to do the right thing.

"The earnings tax is an impediment to economic growth," said Marc Ellinger, spokesman for Let Voters Decide. "We have a vested interest in all Missourians seeing the economic engines of St. Louis and Kansas City grow, and when people and businesses are moving out, it raises real concerns."

WHAT THE PROPOSITION SAYS

Proposition A was put on the ballot after a petition drive funded largely by wealthy businessman Rex Sinquefield, who has subsequently put more than $10 million into the campaign to get it passed. Opponents of the measure have raised far less than that, about $300,000, with much of the money coming from unions.

Several versions of the proposal were floated, but they all shared the goal of eliminating the earnings tax in St. Louis and Kansas City.

If voters statewide defeat Proposition A, earnings taxes will remain in place as they have been. If they approve Proposition A, its sets into motion two actions.

First, it prohibits any Missouri city that has no earnings tax now from enacting one. Current law would require any city besides St. Joseph, which already has authorization, get permission from the Legislature if it wanted to impose a tax, but Proposition A would remove that ability.

Second, it would force elections in St. Louis and Kansas City next spring, where voters in each of those cities would decide the fate of their earnings tax. If they choose to keep it, it would remain in force for another five years, when Proposition A would force another vote.

If they choose to get rid of the tax, it would disappear over 10 years, beginning Jan. 1 of the first calendar year after the election, at a rate of one-tenth of 1 percent a year. So if St. Louis voters were to say they did not want the tax to continue, the city would start collecting only 0.9 percent in 2012, then reduce it gradually until it disappeared altogether.

Additionally, the proposition says that no city that has begun reducing its earnings tax may stop or suspend such a reduction, with or without voter approval.

WHAT PROPONENTS SAY
Those leading the Let Voters Decide effort argue that Proposition A would get rid of a tax that creates a disincentive for residents and businesses to locate or work in St. Louis and Kansas City.

Proponents also say that people should be able to have more of a say over the taxes that they pay, and such levies should not go on forever.

"Everywhere I go, everywhere I talk to folks, they are enthusiastic," says Ellinger, spokesman for Let Voters Decide. "They are excited they are going to have a chance to actually vote on a tax they've had to pay for 50 years."

Those pushing for passage of Proposition A acknowledge that the earnings tax is a large part of the cities' budget -- more than $137 million a year, or about one-third of the total -- but they say that phasing it out over 10 years would give city officials plenty of time to cushion the blow.

The real issue, Ellinger says, is that people are concerned about having to pay what he calls a third level of income taxes, after paying them to the state and federal governments. That extra tax, he said, keeps St. Louis and Kansas City from growing the way they should.

"St. Louis has sales taxes, Springfield has sales taxes," he says. "St. Louis has property taxes, Joplin has property taxes. Businesses are flocking to Springfield and Joplin, and they're fleeing St. Louis."

Responding to arguments made by those opposed to Proposition A, Ellinger said that it should not hurt St. Louis' ability to sell bonds; he said he was a bond lawyer for more than seven years, so he has some experience in the issue.

"If you are borrowing money for operations," he said, "you've got a systemic problem anyway. That's like borrowing money on your Master Card to pay your Visa to pay your American Express."

And he disputes the charge that the whole issue is all about a rich man, Sinquefield, trying to get his way because he doesn't like the earnings tax. Noting that Sinquefield has been active in his philanthropy to St. Louis, in areas like the symphony and chess, Ellinger added:

"I think Rex has always been willing to help the city and has been a big advocate for St. Louis."

Finally, he agrees that even if Proposition A passes, the Legislature could make changes because it is a law, not a constitutional amendment. But, he says, "if voters say we want to get rid of the earnings tax and phase it out, they ought to be respected. And the Legislature would have a pretty clear message: no new earnings taxes in other cities in the state."

WHAT OPPONENTS SAY

Because of the way Proposition A was written, Mayor Francis Slay told the Beacon last month, he was basically conceding that it would pass and was going to concentrate all of his efforts on making sure St. Louis voters keep the tax in the spring.

That decision has not set well with officials in Kansas City, where the fight against Proposition A has been much stronger than on the eastern side of the state. St. Louis Comptroller Darlene Green, who has been the staunchest opponent at City Hall, said she wished Slay had taken more of an active role.

"I think the mayor's leadership from St. Louis would have meant a lot statewide," she told the Beacon this week. "Without his leadership, we have lost a lot regarding the educating of the public about what this means."

Green and Slay agree on one thing: They wish that the statewide vote would not take place before city officials could have more time to put contingency plans in place to replace the money that could be lost if the earnings tax is phased out.

"If there had been a plan in place that makes sense for the area and for the taxpayers," Green said, "then I wouldn't be saying this. But we're faced with the possibility of a loss of taxes that make up a third of the city's operating budget, and that would be a big concern to the bond-rating agencies if there is no plan to replace those taxes."

She notes that with both St. Louis and Kansas City bordering other states, each city has a lot of outsiders who come in each day to use its streets, police and fire protection and other services. The earnings tax makes sense as a way to help fund those services, she said.

"They're paying a fair tax on use of our public infrastructure," Green said. "That's fair. If you're not working, you don't pay it."

Ruth Ehresman of the Missouri Budget Project notes that one of the big issues that people should be concerned about is local control.

"It's muddying the waters by having people all over the state vote on a St. Louis and Kansas City issue," she said, "and it further muddies the waters to approve a blanket prohibition in other cities, even if citizens in those other cities want an earnings tax."

And the prospects of replacing lost earnings tax revenue do not present very many palatable choices, she said.

"The sales tax and the property tax are much more regressive," Ehresman said. "People with lower incomes bear a disproportionate burden with the sales tax, which is especially hard on seniors with fixed incomes who don't pay the earnings tax right now."

For Mark Jones, the spokesman for the Say No to A coalition, a big issue is Sinquefield himself and the perception he wants to use his wealth to prevent others from having control over their own government.

"Rex has money, but he only has one vote. Having a broad coalition means we can reach the members of our organizations, and that definitely lends credibility to what we are doing."

Noting estimates that sales taxes could triple and property taxes could rise by $1,500 a year if the earnings tax goes away, Jones added:

"There is no Plan B for this if they have to implement this. If Rex Sinquefield gets his way and Proposition A passes, then this goes horribly wrong, it won't affect his life. The rest of us are going to have to pay for his misjudgment."

WHAT OTHERS SAY

No one is making public definite plans yet for how the earnings tax may be replaced if necessary, but that's not to say no one has looked at the problem.

One thorough look at a possible restructuring of the St. Louis budget was prepared last year by a group named PFM. It noted the heavy reliance of the city on the earnings tax, along with the restraints placed on efforts to raise new revenue by the Hancock amendment to the Missouri Constitution, which requires that most new taxes go to a vote of the people.

Among recommendations or options for improving the city's financial health by raising money from a wider variety of sources, it noted expanding the sales tax to cover services; reducing the number of goods exempted from the sales tax; imposing taxes on junk food, plastic bags and alcoholic beverages; imposing a 911 surcharge on wireless communications; and many others.

Joseph Haslag, who holds the Kenneth Lay chair in economics at the University of Missouri at Columbia, has studied the effects of the earnings tax and noted that if it were to be phased out, revenue from other taxes would be likely to increase, though not enough to make up all of the difference.

He has also argued that continuing the earnings tax could drive new businesses away, particularly to adjacent areas in Illinois and Kansas that do not have the tax levied by St. Louis and Kansas City.

That view is disputed by Jack Strauss, director of the Simon Center for Regional Forecasting at Saint Louis University. He acknowledges that cities with earnings taxes have lagged in economic growth, but he says that correlation does not mean that the earnings taxes are the cause.

Instead, he says, cities with earnings taxes also tend to be manufacturing cities, and manufacturing "has taken a large hit over the past 30 years."

Strauss called blaming the earnings tax for hard economic times "a red herring," and he said having to make up $13 million a year over a 10-year period would present St. Louis with an almost insurmountable problem.

"They're taking a huge gamble," he said. "I think the city would struggle for years to come up with the revenue. The people who are pushing this have identified the wrong medicine to cure the city, and the poor economic climate will just make it worse."

Strauss said that earnings taxes make sense, particularly in areas like St. Louis and Kansas City that are adjacent to other states, because they tax people who may not live in the city but come in to use its services. The alternatives -- raising sales taxes or property taxes -- are "likely to have a much bigger effect."

For his part, Haslag said in an interview that if Missouri's two major cities have to come up with plans to replace earnings tax revenue, there would be no shortage of places they could look for good ideas. The exercise, he said, could be valuable in the long run.

"It's not like city leaders would have to reinvent the wheel," Haslag said. "They have options that they look to, the best practices in other cities.

"Nobody is trying to impoverish the city. It's a legitimate question: What kind of tax structure is going to give the highest standard of living to the citizens of our jurisdiction?

"We should never be afraid of that question. It's a good question to ask."

MU Faculty Council discusses future of low

producing programs

Friday, October 22, 2010 | 7:04 p.m. CDT, BY Walker Moskop, The Missourian
COLUMBIA — Missouri institutions have until Oct. 29 to send their reports on low-performing programs to the state Department of Higher Education.

A timeline released last week by the state’s Coordinating Board for Higher Education set deadlines that would put recommendations in the governor's hands by February.

The original deadline to submit reports to the Department of Higher Education was Oct. 21.

In a meeting with the MU Faculty Council on Thursday, Deputy Provost Ken Dean stressed the need for departments to be cooperative in the process.

The state is paying close attention to “whether we seem to be trying to make things better or whether we’re just trying to be defensive about everything we do,” Dean said.

He said administrators have met several times this week to review the preliminary responses deans and department heads submitted by Oct. 15.

“As you can imagine, most of them have made a case for continuing their programs,” Dean said in an interview after the meeting.

Some responses need more elaboration, he said. A few departments indicated they might be willing to merge programs in the future, he said, but none wanted to make any immediate changes.

After reports are submitted, the state will begin a process of analysis and consultation with university officials. The state's findings will be submitted to the coordinating board on Feb. 10. 

The coordinating board will give Gov. Jay Nixon its report on Feb. 11.

Dean suggested a grassroots approach would be better than top-down, mandated demands in shaping the future of low-producing programs.

Collaboration and consolidation might be ways to strengthen programs and mitigate any damage, he said. Combining resources or merging programs with other institutions are possibilities to consider.

“Let’s be honest about where we’re heading here,” he said. “There aren’t going to a lot more hires in some of these areas. If you’re going to find strength, it’s going to be often in partnering and working with someone else.”

Council member Steve Ball, an exercise physiology professor, wondered whether consolidation would be an effective cost-saving measure.

“How would consolidating programs with other institutions actually save the university money?” he asked.

“As a practical matter,” Dean replied, “many of these things don’t have any short-term savings … and maybe they don’t even have long-term savings.”

He suggested the answer in the long run might lie in combining smaller programs to bolster them.

Another council member noted that a 2005 merger of four programs into the Division of Plant Sciences was ultimately successful but not easy.

It took at least a year to “write bylaws and figure out how to handle things,” agronomy professor Bill Wiebold said in an interview Friday.

Despite the difficulties, Wiebold said combining departments had a positive effect, but he added that some of his colleagues might not share his view. He said he believes educational programs, research and quality/cost relationship improved as a result of the merger.

“It broke down some barriers that existed in the past when we were four different departments,” he said.

He expressed doubt that similar, successful consolidations could happen in a matter of months, but he shared Dean’s view that faculty-driven solutions are necessary.

Other council members expressed concerns about the time frame, and one called it too short for "thoughtful deliberation."

“We wish to be responsive and responsible, but we certainly need more time,” nuclear engineering professor Loyalka Sudarshan said.

During the past few years, MU has accumulated savings to help avoid previously anticipated cuts, Dean said. He said he was unsure what next year’s cuts would be but added, “It’s not looking as good as the past two years.”

He noted that several years ago, MU began requiring that proposed new programs have a business plan and a "neutral or positive revenue stream."

Although he acknowledged it was a harsh perspective, he said the reality is that MU can no longer add programs just because they add to the breadth and quality of the university.

“We can’t continue to be all things to everyone,” Dean said.
FEMA trailers will be auctioned in Missouri, but some wonder about safety
By KAREN DILLON, The Kansas City Star, Posted on Sat, Oct. 23, 2010 12:02 AM
Interested in buying a genuine Hurricane Katrina or Rita FEMA trailer?

Easterly Auctions is selling 183 former temporary homes of the hurricane survivors today in Ozark, Mo. — although safety concerns are being raised about the trailers. Mike Easterly, owner of the auction company just south of Springfield, said the trailers were owned by a Georgia businessman who had bought 22,000 of them.

The Federal Emergency Management Agency sent trailers to the southern states after Katrina and Rita left thousands of people homeless in 2005. But some of the trailers had toxic fumes from formaldehyde. 

Easterly’s trailers are being advertised as travel or recreational vehicles and not as homes.

Easterly was unaware of any formaldehyde problems, he said. 

Rachel Racusen, a FEMA spokeswoman, said certain regulations must be followed to sell the trailers — including notices to all buyers about any possible air-quality problems. Violating the regulations could result in prison time, she said.

The Missouri RV Dealers Association was raising concerns Friday that some of the trailers wouldn’t hold up as vehicles.

“We do not consider them safe, and they do not comply with the standards the federal government imposes on our manufacturers and yet the federal government is allowing these inferior trailers to be sold,” said Shari Wheelen, president of the association.

Easterly, meanwhile, said the auction would continue.

“Everything is going to sell no matter what,” Easterly said. 


Beck, Dine agree on dislike of competitors

Roseann Moring • News-Leader • October 24, 2010
Jerry Beck and Jonathan Dine have a lot in common.

They're both running for Missouri's U.S. Senate seat on a third-party ticket. Each espouses small-government principles. But most of all, they're united by their dislike of Democrats and Republicans.

When asked to say something nice about their fellow candidates at an Oct. 15 debate, Libertarian Dine said, "I think both (Republican) Roy Blunt and (Democrat) Robin Carnahan are excellent fundraisers."

Beck, of the Constitution Party, apparently couldn't think of much either. "Mr. Blunt is a very nice looking gentleman ... Mrs. Carnahan is beautiful," he said. "And Mr. Dine is a very nice person."

Although neither of Missouri's most prominent third-party statewide candidates has reached 5 percent in the polls, both believe they have a shot at winning Nov. 2 in the race to replace retiring U.S. Sen. Christopher "Kit" Bond. And even while they espouse some of the same principles, each man brings a different experience and approach to the race.

Dine

Dine supports many quintessential views of the Libertarian Party, which was created to attempt to limit the scope of government.

Possibly his No. 1 issue is the repeal of the income tax, which he sees as an imposition on Americans. If people are given the chance to be innovative entrepreneurs, he said, they'll flourish. But he thinks the current tax structure impedes that.

He also advocates a position not heard from either major party or the anti-government tea party movement: legalization of marijuana.

"Marijuana should be legalized, not because marijuana is good or beneficial, but because marijuana does less harm to our lives, our property and our humanity than marijuana laws," he said on his website.

Dine has spent most of his campaign traveling to universities. "My whole campaign is geared toward the young," he said. He said people ages 18 to 45 are less likely to be entrenched in politics as-is and therefore won't simply vote for the lesser of two evils, as he describes either Carnahan or Blunt.

He said his appeal is that he's not a politician. "I approach things like a normal guy, a regular American," he said. "There's nothing special about me."

Instead, he's a guy who makes his living as a personal trainer and someone who brings his 18-month-old daughter, Isabella, to events.

Dine, 31, moved to Kansas City from San Diego, about eight years ago after realizing the drastic difference in housing prices. He enjoys his adopted hometown, not just for his increase in disposable income but also its small-town feel.

"I feel like I can get to know everyone in Kansas City," he said.

He garnered statewide attention in his adopted town when Kansas City Public Television didn't invite the candidates to an Oct. 14 debate -- one of only two in the race.

He and supporters protested, but KCPT has a strict policy that candidates have to reach 7 percent in the polls to participate.

"I'm on the ballot, I should be in the debate," he said.

But he said he's still proud of bringing the alternative perspective to the voters.

"Regardless of whether I win or not, I've stood up for what I believe in," he said.

Beck

Beck believes the country will collapse within a year unless the U.S. brings both large and small U.S.-owned factories back into the country. And he believes he can turn it around.

He'd like to strategically recall those factories, beginning with those that manufacture electronics. He said that would create enough money for schools and other programs, and he calls outsourcing "industrial genocide."

The Constitution Party dates to 1992, when it was known as the U.S. Taxpayers Party. It changed its name to the Constitution Party in 1999, but kept its focus on limiting the power of the federal government.

The national party platform includes issues such as anti-abortion, pro-gun rights, limited government and anti-United Nations.

Beck's focus is on the "small government" part.

He believes experience as a small business owner gives him the experience necessary to help lead the country through a plan he calls his "policies, procedures and solutions."

"I feel only a businessman can straighten this mess out," he said.

Beck, like Dine, has his share of criticism for Carnahan and Blunt. He said Missourians shouldn't trust the parties in power and that both of their policies in Washington created the mess of the recession.

But he focuses on his message. At the Oct. 15 debate, Beck was asked what he would want to do with Social Security, Medicaid and other programs.

"You cannot cut the Social Security or the other entitlements," he said. "First of all, you'll have all the old people voting against you."

He paused, and the crowd laughed. Then he brought his message home. "We have to bring our factories back, otherwise we'll collapse."

In his free time, Beck likes to hike, golf and ride horses, to which he feels a special connection.

"They just seem to like me," he said.

But Beck's top priority is his campaign. He's pouring his time and money into the campaign -- he said he's not accepting contributions, though he's contributed less than $5,000, according to campaign finance reports.

"I will make it my mission to restore America," he said.
Veterans for Vicky warn Ike Skelton: 'Time to go, you are dismissed'
By: Darrell Todd Maurina, Polaski County Daily, Posted: Saturday, October 23, 2010 9:21 pm
WAYNESVILLE, Mo. (Oct. 23, 2010) — U.S. Rep. Ike Skelton bills himself as the “soldiers’ congressman.” Given his strongly conservative district in rural Missouri stretching from Whiteman Air Force Base in the north to Fort Leonard Wood in the south, there’s little chance the district would be represented by any Democrat if it weren’t for Skelton who has served 34 years and is seeking his eighteenth term in office.

However, Republican challenger Vicky Hartzler is working hard to convince veterans that a vote for Skelton isn’t in their interest.

Hartzler’s “Veterans for Vicky” coalition sent three teams of veterans to 15 counties throughout the district on Monday, including a visit to the Pulaski County Courthouse where a group of veterans rallied in support of Hartzler’s campaign.

The 17 people present included numerous well-known local figures, including Bill Rostad and Hondo Wooten of the NITAR defense contractor; former Swedeborg R-III District Administrator David Dicke, who ran unsuccessfully in 2008 for the Republican nomination for the western district county commission seat now held by Ricky Zweerink; and David Lowe, a local attorney who unsuccessfully ran as a Republican in 2004 against Associate Circuit Judge Greg Warren and who is still serving as a colonel in the Missouri National Guard and the state’s top JAG officer.

While Hartzler has been endorsed by former Alaska Gov. Sarah Palin, Wooten has personal connections of a very different kind with that Alaska politician. Wooten’s son is the ex-husband of Palin’s sister, and in his role as an Alaska State Trooper, Wooten’s son became tangled in a widely publicized dispute with Palin over whether he should lose his job over such issues as whether he shot a moose illegally and whether he used a TASER stun gun against his child. Wooten went to the media after Palin was nominated and explained why even though he is a Republican, he could not vote for Palin because of what had happened to his son.

Hartzler’s coordinator for the series of rallies, Leanna Baumer, said the purpose of the Veterans for Vicky rally also includes asking Skelton to “stop his distortions of Vicky’s voting record on military issues.”

“She has voted time and time again for veteran’s resources in the Missouri State House, and she pledges to do so again in the future,” Balmer said. “She had been pledged a seat on the House Armed Services Committee as we heard last week, and will work to defend the military and Fort Leonard Wood and Whiteman Air Force Base.”

Hartzler’s campaign selected Rostad to read a statement explaining why he’s decided to oppose Skelton.

“I am a vet; I am also a local business owner. I am also a lifelong Ike supporter up until now,” Rostad said. “It has been my pleasure and my honor to claim that Ike was my congressman from the time I became a resident of Missouri when I retired from the Army until the last couple of years but I just cannot support him anymore. I find that to be a very sad statement to have to make; I don’t say it lightly.”

Rostad said he came to “denounce the lies being spread by her opponent Congressman Ike Skelton” and he read a statement by Hartzler that “rather than work to create jobs or to rein in wasteful spending, he’s launched an all-out smear campaign against me, going so far as to question my patriotism and I cannot stand for that.”

According to Rostad, those misrepresentations focus on two bills on which she voted while a member of the Missouri House of Representatives, SB 208 from 1997 which addressed Missouri National Guard re-enlistment bonuses and money for military cemeteries and housing, and HB 1381 from 1998, an internet voting pilot project.

“The problem with (SB 208) was they were going to siphon money from the military and use it for other causes; by voting the way she did, they had to revise the bill and the money went where it was supposed to go, to the vets,” Rostad said. “Security of internet voting was the issue (with HB 1381); it wasn’t that they didn’t want vets to vote. They could not address the concerns and make sure the voting would be secure.”

Rostad also said that Hartzler’s own father was a member of the Army Reserve and she’s a supporter of veterans, and said advertisements are running with false claims about the nature of Skelton’s endorsement by the political action committees of the Veterans of Foreign Wars and the National Rifle Association.

“Congressman Skelton, you served veterans well for most of your 34 years in Congress, and we truly do thank you for that service; I don’t think there’s anybody here who would argue that,” Rostad said. “But those many years in Washington, D.C., have changed you. You’ve forgotten who you worked for; you’ve forgotten your way.”

Rostad cited Skelton’s support for the “tax and spend agendas of Nancy Pelosi,” the Democratic Speaker of the House, rather than the “protect America” agenda of military personnel.

“It’s time for you to go; Mr. Skelton, you are dismissed,” Rostad said.

Another veteran, Navy retiree David Lamme of Waynesville, agreed.

“I too was an Ike Skelton supporter; I am not this time. Ike was a valiant servant for the servicemen for many years but he’s not any longer, and it’s time for him to get the message that we don’t appreciate our name being used in vain nor do we appreciate the things he’s doing for tax and spend,” Lamme said.

After leaving Waynesville, the team coordinated by Baumer made additional visits to Camden County Republican Headquarters in Osage Beach, Humansville Senior Center, O’Bannon Bank Community Room in Buffalo, the Webster County Courthouse in Marshfield and the Laclede County Courthouse in Lebanon.

Another team visited the McCarty Senior Center in Wheatland, the Benton County Courthouse in Warsaw, the Clinton Town Square Gazebo, the Morgan County Courthouse in Versailles, the Moniteau County Courthouse in California, ending with a rally on the south lawn of the state capitol building in Jefferson City. A third team coordinated by Hartzler’s former spokeswoman, Samantha Hill, began at the Cass County Courthouse in Hartzler’s hometown of Harrisonville, moving on to the Ray County Republican Headquarters in Richmond, the Lexington Republican Headquarters in Skelton’s hometown, the Saline County Courthouse in Marshall, the Pettis County Courthouse in Sedalia and the Warren County Courthouse in Warrensburg.  A final team led by Hartzler’s spokesman Steve Walsh began at the Dade County Courthouse in Greenfield, moving on to the Barton County Courthouse in Lamar, the Cedar County Courthouse in Stockton, the Vernon County Courthouse in Nevada, the Bates County Courthouse in Butler and the Clair County Courthouse in Osceola.
Bill, Vandeven tackle big issues from the fringe

in 8th District race
Sunday, October 24, 2010, By Scott Moyers ~ Southeast Missourian
Don't tell Larry Bill he doesn't have a chance. And don't suggest to Rick Vandeven that he's a distraction to the dialogue. 

Both Southeast Missouri men feel they are bringing something substantive to the 8th District contest, despite the fact that they are not affiliated with either major party and are considered by many to be fringe candidates with long-shot odds -- at best -- on Nov. 2. 

Bill, of Jackson, calls himself a nonparty candidate and independent conservative who launched his campaign with a yearlong petition drive that got his name on the ballot. He said he isn't simply out for name recognition or just to bring attention to issues he thinks are important. 

"I think I can win," said Bill, a retired Air Force pilot and small-business owner. "Why would I have done all this if I didn't?" 

Vandeven, a Libertarian from Chaffee, Mo., has different goals. He would be happy with 100 percent of the Libertarian vote and for people to at least be talking about things he thinks are important -- individual rights, less government intervention and ending the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq. 

"It's all about maximizing individual rights," said Vandeven, a quality assurance technician at Procter & Gamble. "Individuals are the biggest minority in the world. There's only one of me and only one of you. The welfare state has taken away our rights to take care of ourselves." 

The two men were largely unknown until their campaigns and gained more recognition during a string of debates with their major-party competitors, Republican U.S. Rep. Jo Ann Emerson and Democrat Tommy Sowers. The debates took the four candidates to Cape Girardeau, Poplar Bluff, Rolla and Park Hills. 

Even if most don't give the men much of a chance, they took the stage with Emerson and Sowers and had their say. Both Emerson and Sowers said they respect the men and appreciate their opinions on the issues. 

"Absolutely they raised the level of the debates," Sowers said, particularly heaping praise on Bill. "Larry had to get 8,000 signatures to get on the ballot. I've met him on the campaign trail in the snow in January, parades in the spring and at summer festivals. He has put a ton of work and passion into this campaign." 

Emerson welcomed the exchange of ideas, even though she at one point during the debates said Vandeven's ideas -- he had compared taxation to theft -- were somewhat different. 

"It's always good to have as many voices heard as possible," she said. "It's good and healthy and that's what democracy is all about." 

Jeremy Walling, an associate professor who teaches political science at Southeast Missouri State University, has watched the campaign from the periphery. While he doesn't think either Vandeven or Bill has a real chance, he believes both brought something to the table. 

"It's interesting," Walling said. "They're all about issues and less about party stuff. The goal for both of those guys is to get their face in the front of the people. It's a huge step for them, especially if they're looking to run for some other office in the future." 
Some lawmakers criticize stimulus but work to get money for districts
By Roger McKinney Globe Staff Writer, October 23, 2010
JOPLIN, Mo. — Some of the harshest critics of the federal stimulus in public also have been busy working the political levers behind the scenes to get money for projects within their districts.

The support letters lawmakers have written to the federal Transportation, Energy and Commerce departments were made available last week by The Center for Public Integrity as part of a project titled “Stimulating Hypocrisy: Scores of Recovery Act Opponents Sought Money Out of Public View.”

U.S. Rep. Lynn Jenkins, R-Kan., uses terms such as “disaster” and “total failure” to describe the stimulus, saying it has not created any jobs.

Yet on Sept. 11, 2009, Jenkins wrote a letter to federal Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood supporting an application for a Southeast Kansas rail project.

“This project would greatly benefit portions of my district in eastern Kansas by quickly stimulating the economy and making investments for long-term economic growth,” Jenkins wrote.

Last week, the South Kansas and Oklahoma Railroad, owned by Watco Transportation Services, of Pittsburg, Kan., received word that it had been awarded the $10 million stimulus grant for which Jenkins wrote the letter. It will be used to improve rail infrastructure.

“I’m not taking any credit,” Jenkins said. “That was an easy project to support. I don’t know if it was helpful for an elected official to weigh in.”

Jenkins also joined other members of the Kansas congressional delegation who signed an Aug. 31, 2009, letter to the U.S. Department of Commerce in support of a Kansas Farm Bureau Foundation application for a rural broadband project.

Jenkins said she is not trying to have it both ways by publicly criticizing the federal stimulus during her campaign while at same time seeking stimulus money for local projects.

“I guess I’m really caught off guard and confused that somebody would suggest I wouldn’t support individual projects,” Jenkins said. “To imply there weren’t a few provisions I can support is wrong. Of course there are.”

Yet, she also said she is not backing away from her position that the stimulus has failed to create jobs and spark the economy.

“There are too many wasteful projects that are costly and that has resulted in its failure,” Jenkins said.

Earlier this year, Jenkins toured an $11 million expansion of the Girard Medical Center, financed partly with stimulus money. Her district also includes the Community Health Center of Southeast Kansas, a clinic under construction in Baxter Springs with more than $600,000 in American Recovery and Reinvestment Act funds. The clinic is expected to employ 12 new staff members when it opens next year. There are sometimes 15 to 20 construction workers on the site, according to the project manager.

Jenkins said those are worthwhile stimulus projects.

“It is complete and utter hypocrisy,” said Jenkins’ Democratic election opponent, Cheryl Hudspeth, of Girard, about Jenkins’ actions. Hudspeth said the stimulus has helped keep the country from economic failure.

“She does not understand how many jobs it has saved,” she said. “She does not get how this money affects us.”

Window into Washington

The Center for Public Integrity is a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization that produces original investigative journalism. John Solomon is co-author of the project.

“A moment like this gives voters and readers a window into how Washington works,” Solomon said.

Solomon said the stimulus bill made it through Congress with no earmarks, but then the arm-twisting began behind closed doors. He said that is contrary to the goal of President Obama, which is that the projects be decided on their merits, free of political influence.

Solomon said many of the lawmakers who wrote support letters to agencies were those who had staked out a hard line, running against the stimulus as bad for the economy and a job killer.

Solomon said another issue is the attempt at political influence out of public view, by both Republicans and Democrats.

“You don’t know on a case-by-case basis what impact a lawmaker has,” Solomon said. “They at least have a perception that they’re going to have an influence.”

Political influence

U.S. Sen. Claire McCaskill, D-Mo., voted to approve the stimulus bill and has been a consistent supporter of it. She wrote support letters for eight separate broadband project applications. She wrote in an e-mail to the Globe that she didn’t consider a letter from a U.S. senator to be exerting political influence.

“I am proud that the stimulus funding has been distributed based on merit through the existing grant system instead of earmarking,” McCaskill wrote. “Even before the stimulus, I have regularly provided constituents with letters of support for their grant applications asking for full and fair consideration of the project. I have never tried to skew decisions of the agency, because I believe the decisions should be based on merit.”

Other Missouri Democratic members of Congress who wrote support letters for projects were Ike Skelton, William Lacy Clay, Emmanuel Cleaver and Russ Carnahan. Republican members of the Missouri congressional delegation who sent letters were Sam Graves, Todd Akin and Jo Ann Emerson.

Not among them was U.S. Rep. Roy Blunt, R-Mo., who is facing Democrat Robin Carnahan in the election for U.S. Senate.

Blunt, a stimulus critic, didn’t respond to an interview request to answer questions about the reasons he didn’t submit the letters seeking support for projects in the 7th District.

But U.S. Sen. Christopher “Kit” Bond, R-Mo., who voted against the stimulus and has publicly condemned it, wrote letters in support of the same applications as McCaskill. Bond is retiring at the end of this term.

One letter Bond wrote said a project would “bring the benefits of broadband to over 69,000 households in the Kansas City area and create and sustain hundreds of job opportunities.”

But when the stimulus was approved, he wrote in a news release: “Taxpayers will be on the hook for spending that will stimulate the debt, stimulate the growth of government, but will do little to stimulate the economy.”

Bond was not available for an interview, but offered a response by e-mail.

“While I voted against this nearly trillion-dollar bill that failed to produce the jobs promised, the only thing that could make it worse would be if none of it returned to the taxpayers of Missouri,” Bond wrote. “After all, this was a national bill — taxpayers in every state are on the hook for paying for it, so Missouri deserves a chance at the dollars as well.”

Piling debt

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, R-Kan., is another critic of the stimulus bill. He is running for U.S. Senate in Kansas against Democrat Lisa Johnston.

He wrote in a May 27 opinion column: “Americans are struggling and Washington’s solution of spending billions of dollars on stimulus programs has failed miserably. This reckless spending piles debt on future generations.”

But Moran also signed a Sept. 8, 2009, letter to LaHood, the  transportation secretary, supporting an application for a rail project in the Kansas City area.

The project, he wrote, “will provide an immediate stimulus and economic engine for the region and over the next 20 years ... could possibly create 13,000 new jobs in Kansas and more than $7 billion in potential wages.”

In a March 15, 2010, letter to the U.S. Commerce Department, Moran also expressed frustration that no one with the agency would meet with a rejected applicant about the benefits of a project.

Solomon, with the Center for Public Integrity, said a meeting between an applicant and an agency arranged by a member of Congress would have violated the president’s executive order prohibiting political influence in the plan.

Moran didn’t respond to interview requests.

U.S. Sen Jim Inhofe, R-Okla., is another harsh critic of the stimulus who wrote behind-the-scenes letters supporting applicants in his state, according to the Center for Public Integrity.

He also didn’t respond to an interview request.

Unspent money

Though “A Pledge to America,” the Republican campaign pledge, seeks to cancel all unspent stimulus money, U.S. Rep. Lynn Jenkins, who signed the pledge, said that wouldn’t affect the Pittsburg rail project, because the project has been identified.
Branson rally gives tea partiers energy: Tea

party members discuss their political concerns

in Branson.
Roseann Moring • News-Leader • October 24, 2010
The Branson Tea Party Coalition rallied Saturday in one final pre-election push and organizers are looking forward to next year and a new focus on local municipalities.

About 2,000 people gathered at the Tri-Lakes Center to demonstrate and listen to country singer Ray Stevens and Milton Wolf, a second cousin of President Barack Obama who opposes the federal health care law.

Some vendors handed out campaign literature and an Ayn Rand primer; others sold DVDs or offered concealed carry classes.

Timothy von Becker of Ozark attached a cardboard box to his hat to promote his service, packupandgetout.com. Through his site, people can pay shipping to send boxes to members of Congress with the suggestion that those members should leave. Donors can donate toward a larger pool or send a box to the person of their choosing. "We're not going away after November," von Becker promised.

Coalition Director Eric Farris said members plan to refocus on municipal governments after Nov. 2. He said their main goal is to get counties and cities to post their spending online, to be more accountable to taxpayers. "Let the sunshine in," he said.

He emphasized that the movement is not affiliated with any candidates or parties, and no candidate for a local race has spoken at a Branson Tea Party Coalition event.

Farris also said volunteers have come up with a plan to counteract charges of racism within the tea party -- they've laminated signs that say "This person does not represent the Branson tea party," and volunteers hold it up next to people who have racist signs.

But he said that's only happened twice at their four events, and he believes most of those with racist signs are actually trying to give the tea party a bad name.

Wolf, the cousin of Obama, said the federal health care law should be repealed. He said he tells those who say he can't accomplish that: "Let me be clear: Yes we can," a riff off of Obama's popular campaign rhetoric.

He said it's not personal, though. "I'm against the plan, not the man," he said.
Stevens, a winner of two Grammys, said in an interview that he's worried about the direction of the country, and he likes the people in the tea party movement.

"It's a class of people I belong to," he said.

Attendees said they enjoyed meeting like-minded people and many pointed to the health care bill as the impetus for their outrage.

"It's refreshing to see people with resolve to take their anger to the polls, not the streets," said Jerry Ozee, a Hollister resident who came with his wife, Shirley.

Jerry Ozee, a retired dentist, and his wife, a retired nurse, said the health care bill solidified their dissatisfaction with what they say is too-large government.

"I don't think I could stand to be in dentistry today," he said.

Laura Lee, who lives outside Las Vegas, was brought to the rally by her brother. She went in not knowing what to expect, but she came out with an enthusiasm for politics that she hasn't felt in her 79 years.

When she gets back to Nevada, she said, 'I'm gonna stir 'em up. My baby brother gave me orders."

Lee especially liked Stevens and his song, "Throw the Bums Out," a song his manager said has been cut from his act because it offends some liberals. Said Lee, "he probably should have his mouth washed out with soap."
Prop A and Prop B have strong support, poll

finds 
BY JAKE WAGMAN • www.STLtoday.com | Posted: Sunday, October 24, 2010 12:00 am

ST. LOUIS • Two initiatives on the statewide Nov. 2 ballot - one that tugs at the heartstrings, the other at the purse strings - have broad support among Missouri voters, according to a new Post-Dispatch-KMOV-TV (Channel 4) poll.

Proposition A, which could lead to eliminating a 1-percent tax on earnings in Kansas City and St. Louis, had the support of 59 percent of voters polled. Proposition B, which would impose new regulations on dog breeders, displayed even more backing, with 69 percent of respondents saying they would vote for it.

The poll, of 625 registered Missouri voters, has a margin of error of 4 percentage points.

The results show that the millions of dollars spent by proponents of both ballot questions have succeeded in making them a virtual lock - not that eliminating taxes and protecting puppies are an especially hard sell.

"I love dogs. I have a Maltese sitting right here by me," poll respondent Susie A. Davis of Velda City said in an interview. "They need to control the puppy mills."

Missouri has more licensed dog breeders than any other state. Supporters of Proposition B argue that so-called "puppy mills" mass-produce dogs under inhumane conditions. The ballot initiative would establish new regulations for providing food, veterinary care and exercise to dogs at breeding facilities, as well as prohibit stacked cages and wired flooring.

The Proposition B campaign committee, Missourians for the Protection of Dogs, has raised more than $3.5 million from agencies such as the Humane Society, as well as wealthy animal advocates from around the U.S. Last week, the wife of the co-founder of Google, who lives in California, donated $100,000.

The underfunded opposition claims the measure constitutes a slippery slope that could threaten other forms of agriculture - an argument that has resonated in some rural parts of the state.

"If they get this done, the next thing they'll tell us out here in the Hinterlands is how many cows to have," said poll respondent Harold Yeager, 80, of Pettis County.

Still, support for the proposition stretches across party lines. Nearly 80 percent of Democrats polled supported the proposition; more than 60 percent of Republicans and independents also were in favor.

Proposition A had less bipartisan support in the poll. Only four in 10 Democrats polled said they would vote for it, while two-thirds of Republicans and independents supported the measure.

The campaign for Proposition A has been funded almost entirely by retired financier Rex Sinquefield, a free market advocate who has attempted to use his fortune to shape state policy on taxes and education.

If approved, the measure would trigger a second election in Kansas City and St. Louis, where voters could chose to phase out the 1 percent wage tax paid by all those who live or work in either city.

Even without Sinquefield's cash - he has donated more than $10 million from his personal finances - the current economic conditions may have made the proposal ripe for passage. And the campaign's central pitch - that voters should be able to decide whether to keep the tax - appeared to strike a chord with poll respondents.

"People have the right to express themselves," said Richard Schwadron, 63, a Boeing engineer from St. Louis County. "If the politicians want to impose additional taxes, I think the people have the right to be heard. This is a democracy."

St. Louis officials have warned that rescinding the earnings tax without finding a viable replacement could be catastrophic for the already cash-strapped city. The earnings tax brings in roughly $140 million a year, or one-third of the city's general fund budget.

Poll respondent Bill Mauk, a Web designer from Ellisville, opposes Proposition A. Taxes, he said, are the cost of "remaining a society."

"That means we have to give people the authority to spend money," Mauk, 65, said. "They've got to tax us."

23rd District House candidates have strong ties to Columbia
Sunday, October 24, 2010 | 12:00 a.m. CDT , The Missourian, BY Mary Daly
COLUMBIA — For the first time in many years, a Republican will appear on the ballot for the 23rd District House race.

Paul Szopa is running against one-term incumbent Democrat Stephen Webber in the Nov. 2 election. Webber was elected in 2008 after winning his party primary and facing no opposition in the general election.

Szopa, 65, said he talked it over with his wife of 41 years, Kathy, before deciding to file his candidacy. Szopa’s wife is treasurer of the Elect Paul Szopa Committee.

“It’s a little mom-and-pop campaign,” Szopa said.

Szopa, a father of three, has lived in central Missouri his whole life. His hobbies include target shooting, reading and amateur radio.

He earned his bachelor’s degree in biology from Central Methodist College in Fayette, graduating in 1967, and later worked in research at MU. He has worked at Westlake Ace Hardware since 2000.

“I’m not a politician. I work in a hardware store,” he said.

Szopa said life experiences have shaped his conservative viewpoints. He said he is a strong proponent of small business. He opposes raising taxes and wants to improve public safety.

He said the unemployment rate is the most important issue the 23rd District faces, and he wants to increase private-sector jobs to help solve it.

“That’s the only thing that’s going to save the economy,” Szopa said. “The federal government is eating the state alive.”

Szopa said his greatest strength is that he is outside the political scene.

“I have nobody I’m working for,” he said. “The only special interest group I’ll have are the residents of the 23rd District.”

He said his biggest weakness is that he lacks the name recognition of his opponent. He’s still trying to get the word out about who he is and what his policies are.

Szopa said it’s important for 23rd District residents to know that if he's elected, he’ll put their values before his own interests, and he wants to get out and talk to people whose views differ from his own.

Webber, whose first term is coming to a close, also said he’s running with the interests of 23rd District residents at heart.

Webber, 27, has a bachelor’s degree in economics from St. Louis University and is studying law at MU full-time this semester. He has worked as an aide for U.S. Sen. Claire McCaskill, D-Mo., and he was in the Marines for six years, serving two tours in Iraq.

“Getting back to Columbia was my driving goal that I thought about every day,” Webber said of his time in Iraq.

Webber said the state budget is the most important issue right now. He said protecting education, specifically funding for MU and for K-12 public schools, is a priority.

If re-elected, Webber said, he would like to continue pushing issues he began to advocate during his first term. Those include the Missouri Non-Discrimination Act, which would prohibit discrimination based on a person’s sexual orientation.

Webber said his greatest strength as a representative is his ability to work well with a variety of groups. The Missouri Chamber of Commerce and the AFL-CIO have endorsed him.

Webber said his weakness is that his party is in the House minority. He said he sometimes has to go for “small wins” when getting a majority backing on an issue isn’t a realistic outcome, but he said that won’t stop him from fighting for the needs of the 23rd District.

“There’s a lot more things I’d like to accomplish,” Webber said.
Realtors seek ballot ban on real estate sales taxes 

By TIM LOGAN • www.STLtoday.com | Posted: Sunday, October 24, 2010 12:00 am

You might call Amendment 3 a pre-emptive strike.

After all, it seeks to forever ban something that doesn't exist: a tax on real estate sales in Missouri.

But state and national real estate groups are afraid that, someday, some cash-strapped local government just might decide to tax the sale of homes or commercial property. And they want you, the voters, to make sure that never happens, by amending the Missouri Constitution to prohibit such a tax anywhere in the state.

So they have poured millions of dollars into a campaign, secured a place on next month's ballot and have been running ads across Missouri urging people to "Vote Yes to Stop Double Taxation."

"It's a proactive measure," said Elizabeth Mendenhall, president of the Missouri Association of Realtors. "(Transfer taxes) are a trend we saw growing across the country. As Realtors, we pride ourselves on helping to protect private property rights."

In one form or another, taxes on real estate sales exist in 37 states. They range from 0.1 percent of the sales price in Colorado and much of Illinois to 2.2 percent in the District of Columbia. In Philadelphia, state and local taxes add up to 4 percent of the purchase price.

The proceeds pay for all sorts of things. In some places, they fund open-space programs or affordable housing. In Chicago, part of the city's 1.08 percent tax is used to fund transit. Other states use it toward general government expenses or the cost of processing real estate paperwork.

A 2008 study of Tennessee's transfer tax of 37 cents per $100found that it raised $157.4 million for state government, and helped pay for roads and sewers in fast-growing areas. When rolled into a 30-year mortgage, the Tennessee report says, the impact on home prices translates into $3 a month for a $100,000 house.

But real estate agents point out that homeowners already pay property taxes for local services every year. Adding a one-time levy when they move out is unfair — "double taxation," as Mendenhall puts it. Factor in slumping home prices and a weak economy, and now is an especially bad time to be thinking about new taxes, said Jim Dohr, president of Coldwell Banker Gundaker in St. Louis.

"We just think it's not a good thing for consumers," Dohr said. "It would be a form of piling on to add an additional tax right now."

Realtors, worried that a tax could affect home sales, have invested heavily in the fight.

Arms of the National Association of Realtors and its Missouri counterpart have donated $5.6 million to the "Yes to Stop Double Taxation" committee, according to campaign finance reports. No one else has donated a cent. The money has funded yard signs, radio ads and a successful legal challenge earlier this year when the measure was briefly denied a spot on the ballot over concerns about signature-gathering. At the end of September, the committee still had $2.7 million on hand, and it received an additional $1.1 million from the national real estate group in early October.

Still, the ballot measure has received little attention in an election dominated by a Senate race and a Tea Party surge and a bid to upend St. Louis' earnings tax. It is, after all, a vote on a tax no one pays.

But it is likely to ride the same wave of small-government sentiment that is fueling many campaigns right now, said Robert Cropf, professor of public policy studies at St. Louis University, especially because, again, it's a tax no one pays and thus doesn't actually fund tangible things such as roads or teacher salaries.

"Either you're in favor of a tax or you're against a tax, and most people are against a tax," Cropf said. "I just look at this as having no downside for the people who are pushing it."

Indeed, the measure has no organized opposition.

Statewide groups such as the Missouri Budget Project, which advocates for services for low- and middle-income Missourians, and the Missouri Municipal League — whose members, cities and towns, might assess such a tax — are staying on the sidelines. Public employee unions have been quiet. Even cash-strapped St. Louis, where real estate speculators and flippers have long been a challenge in some neighborhoods, has made little noise, though Kara Bowlin, a spokeswoman for Mayor Francis Slay, said he planned to vote no.

"It's bad public policy because it pre-empts forever the right of local voters to do something," she wrote when asked why.

The city is about the only local government in Missouri that may even be contemplating a transfer tax. A report done last year to study new sources of revenue proposed studying the idea and predicted that a 1 percent tax on home sales in St. Louis could raise about $7.2 million a year, money that could help to replace revenue if the city's earnings tax went away.

But that would be down the road. So far, there has been no public discussion of taxing real estate sales.

And if the Realtors get their way on Election Day, there never will be.
Voters will decide if Prop B is necessary
By Kristin Hoppa , News-Press Now, Sunday, October 24, 2010 at 12:01 a.m. 
People on both sides of Proposition B claim to love canines. But on Nov. 2, only one will be ruled the winner of this dog fight.

Proposition B, or the “Puppy Mill Bill,” would create stronger restrictions on licensed and non-licensed dog breeders throughout the state. More than 1,200 licensed dog breeders sell dogs in the state, in addition to an approximate 1,200 unlicensed breeders, according to Bob Baker, executive director of the Missouri Alliance for Animal Legislation.

“No one is going to argue against giving animals proper care,” Mr. Baker, a supporter of Proposition B, said. “This is just about the safety and care for dogs.”

Voters will be asked to choose whether the law should “require large-scale breeding operations to provide each dog under their care with sufficient food, clean water, housing and space, necessary veterinary care, regular exercise and adequate bed rest between breeding cycles.”

Supporters of the amendment believe the new restrictions would necessitate large breeding operations to present basic, humane animal care and “reasonably limit” the number of breeding dogs in a facility. Breeders would be allowed “no more than 50 dogs for the purpose of breeding for the purpose of selling their puppies as pets and create a misdemeanor crime of ‘puppy cruelty’ for any violations.”

“Missouri has really gotten a black eye for being known as the state with the most puppy mills,” said Gary Silverglat, founder and director of M’Shoogy’s Animal Rescue in Savannah. “There are responsible breeders, but the majority are purely seeking profit and leave carnage in their wake.”

Mr. Silverglat, who partners with Angel’s Vet Express, said numerous dogs brought to the veterinarian suffer from deformities and lack of proper immunizations. He said he investigates where the animals were purchased, and most often, they have come from a puppy mill.

“The public never gets to see what the result is, unless you work in this business,” Mr. Silverglat said. “I support Proposition B because this needs to end.”

Opponents of the measure, such as the Alliance for Truth, do not believe Proposition B would end puppy mills in Missouri. They add that eliminating puppy mills would devastate Missouri’s economy.

“Prop B will force legitimate dog breeders out of business because they will not be able to afford renovations the law forces on breeders,” said Mindy Patterson, campaign chairwoman for Alliance for Truth. “The limited allotment will force breeders to euthanize or find other homes for these animals.

“This is supposed to be about prevention of animal cruelty. But what do you call forcing overcrowding of shelters if the bill is passed?”

Ms. Patterson maintains that there will be a shortage of pets for families if the initiative is passed. As pet demand is increased, prices for dogs will also increase, she predicted.

French bulldog breeder Amy Norton of St. Joseph said she supports Proposition B. As a small-scale breeder, Ms. Norton said she already follows most of the restrictions proposed in the measure.

“I feel that Proposition B is beneficial to breeders and to our animals,” Ms. Norton said. “This bill will weed out the breeders, and in turn, we will have healthy, happy and better-quality pets.”

In contrast, Ms. Patterson said Proposition B would decrease revenue for pet food suppliers, pet stores and cause an increase in pet purchases. The focus needs to be on enforcing current laws, she added.

“Prop B will have a detrimental effect on our economy,” she said. “No business should be limited to selling 50 of anything.”

Kids Voting gets students primed for politics
Posted on Sat, Oct. 23, 2010 10:15 PM, The Kansas City Star, By RAY SEGEBRECH
Blue Valley North senior Gabrielle Guillory is looking forward to her 18th birthday, which is five days before midterm elections, more than usual this year. While other young adults might revel in the end of city curfew or nightclub access, Guillory is excited for her first week of adulthood because she will get to vote.

Guillory said she took her grown-up civic duty seriously, largely because of Blue Valley teacher Nancy Pence and Kids Voting activities in her advanced placement government class this fall. 

Blue Valley is one of six school districts in the metro area participating in Kids Voting USA. The program, which began in 1988 in Arizona and is now nationwide, aims to inform students, develop interest among them in politics and encourage them to vote in the future. 

At Blue Valley North, Guillory is getting to experience the influence of Kids Voting USA early. The in-class deliberation even inspired her to help start an after-school political discussion group that, unlike some other politics clubs, is nonpartisan.

“I think it’s important to know exactly how the other side feels about things that are going on,” Guillory said. “I don’t want to be ignorant to opposing opinion.”

Kids Voting, studies show, even affects the behavior of students who have to wait two more years to vote in a major election. 

One such student, Liberty High 11th-grader Simone Stewart, has volunteered six hours in a political campaign this fall for her advance placement government class with teacher Ron Ludwig. Ludwig required every student to spend at least five hours volunteering for a campaign. After Nov. 2, they have to turn in a reflection paper about the experience. 

Stewart said she most appreciated speaking with older residents in the area when she made phone calls for a campaign and hearing their opinions on politics. 

“Calling really gives you an insight into the people in your community,” she said.

Pence said the main goal of the program was to involve students in ways that would make them care about elections.

“The policies these people are going to make are going to affect your life,” she said. “So it should be meaningful for you.”

To achieve this goal, Pence once brought in sugar cookies, sprinkles and frosting for the students to design pie charts of the federal budget.

“It was definitely an A-plus experience,” Guillory said. 

Will Bergman, who is 17 and another of Pence’s 12th-grade students, said he had especially enjoyed her class discussions. Pence often opens up time for political discussion, with issues as varied as health care, the economy and Asian carp in Chicago rivers. 

“It’s always nice to hear a different viewpoint,” Bergman said, adding that all the students are respectful of other views. “It might change my opinion.”

Bergman said growing accustomed to the civil dialogues in class had actually made some of the arguing between politicians on TV less tolerable. He spoke of a recent Kentucky Senate debate as one example.

“They just started yelling at each other,” he said. “I just turned off the TV. Politics is about the ideas, not about the person.”
Carnahan tapping father's legacy in Mo. Senate bid
By DAVID A. LIEB, Associated Press Writer, Oct 24, 1:41 PM EDT, Southeast Missourian
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- With one powerful phrase, Robin Carnahan brought tears to thousands of mourners at the Missouri Capitol following the tragic death of Gov. Mel Carnahan. "Dad, I promise, we won't let the fire go out," she said at his public memorial.

Her eulogy became the rallying cry that propelled Mel Carnahan to a posthumous victory in a close and emotional U.S. Senate race.

Ten years later in the final days before another election, Robin Carnahan is evoking her father's memory and reviving her eulogistic vow in an attempt to raise money for own U.S. Senate race. Candidates often seek to use every advantage they can in the waning weeks of an intense campaign. But this case is especially resonant.

Carnahan, who is secretary of state, is competing against Republican U.S. Rep. Roy Blunt in a Nov. 2 election to succeed retiring GOP Sen. Kit Bond. Polls have shown her trailing, though not out of striking range.

The race has gotten personal and nasty. TV ads have attacked Blunt's wife and son, who are both lobbyists, and Carnahan's brother, whose business got $107 million from the federal stimulus act. During a debate, Blunt brought up Carnahan's mother - who served two years in the Senate after her husband's death - in defense of one of his votes.

But Blunt has avoided mentioning Mel Carnahan. And except for occasional references in speeches, Robin Carnahan generally has shied away from running on her father's legacy.

That changed this past week, when Carnahan sent a fundraising e-mail on the 10th anniversary of her father's memorial service that included a black-and-white photo of her father alongside the banner headline: "DON'T LET THE FIRE GO OUT."

The letter recalls the grief of that day and the voters' response in the 2000 election, then it criticizes Blunt and says some pundits - as they did 10 years ago - want to declare the Senate race over.

"Ten years ago today I made a promise to my father that I'd never let the fire go out," Carnahan writes. "Nothing could stop us then and nothing can stop us now. I really need your help. And I appreciate it more than you will ever know."

Blunt's campaign declined to comment about Carnahan's fundraising reference to her father.

Deciding when to evoke the memory of a popular, deceased family member is a sensitive and strategic issue for campaigns, said political science professor Ken Warren, of Saint Louis University. While running the 1990 campaign of St. Louis County Prosecutor Bob McCulloch, Warren wrote a TV ad highlighting that McCulloch's father had been killed in the line of duty as a police officer. McCulloch won and remains prosecutor today.

In Carnahan's case, "she knows her poll numbers have been fairly stable on the losing side for a long time," Warren said. "This is something that could work - reminding people of how popular her father is."

Carnahan, 49, of St. Louis, is the only daughter among four Carnahan children. An attorney, she worked for the National Democratic Institute in Europe and the Export-Import Bank of the United States. But she remained largely behind the scenes in politics before her father, her brother Randy, and her father's longtime aide Chris Sifford were killed in a plane crash on Oct. 16, 2000. She ran for secretary of state in 2004 and easily won re-election four years later.

Besides picking up the families' political torch, she also has taken over management of the Carnahan cattle farm near Rolla, which had been the duty of her deceased brother. She's featured her cattle in a TV ad against Blunt and "calls bull" when questioning Blunt's campaign assertions.

She has avoided mentioning Mel Carnahan in commercials. But when speaking to veterans groups, she has emphasized her father's military service and his support as governor for various veterans programs. When talking to members of the National Education Association in August, Carnahan said her father had "committed his governorship" to "improve education for kids."

"I'll tell you, that is not something that I will ever forget," she told members of the school union.

Blunt, 60, of Springfield, would have faced Mel Carnahan in the 1992 gubernatorial campaign had Blunt not lost the Republican primary. Blunt served as secretary of state when Mel Carnahan was lieutenant governor. And like Mel Carnahan, Blunt is the head of what has become a prominent Missouri political family.

One of Blunt's sons, Matt Blunt, served as governor from 2005-2009 and previously was secretary of state and a Missouri legislator. His other son, Andy Blunt, has managed his Senate campaign, as well as the statewide campaigns of his brother.

Roy Blunt largely has avoided mentioning his son's governorship. And his references to his own parents usually emphasize his humble upbringing. He notes he was born into a home on a dairy farm that lacked running water, an indoor bathroom and insulation and was heated by a stove that was in the middle of the floor. Twenty-three-year-old Roy Blunt was teaching high school history when he was appointed Greene County clerk. He later won election to the post.

"I'm the first person from my family to ever graduate from college," Blunt told a rural crowd in Sedalia while kicking off a campaign tour earlier this year. "As far as I know, I'm the first Blunt to ever to be elected to any partisan political office."

For most of the Senate campaign, family heritage hasn't been issue. Blunt has focused on economic issues and suggested Carnahan would back the policies of President Barack Obama and Democratic congressional leaders. Carnahan has focused on Blunt, suggesting he's too cozy with lobbyists and corporate interests and represents "the very worst of Washington."

But to some voters, family still matters.

When Obama appeared this summer at a Carnahan fundraiser in Kansas City, attendee Vicki Asbury of Weatherby Lake turned first to Carnahan's father when asked why she liked Carnahan for Senate.

"I supported Robin's dad for years," Asbury said. "I just like what she has to say and who she stands for."

But those family ties cut both ways. Though popular enough to regularly win election, Mel Carnahan still was opposed by at least 40 percent of voters in most of his statewide races. Some of that carries over to his daughter.

"To put it bluntly, I hate Robin Carnahan," said Larry Gross, of Clinton, an attendee at a Blunt campaign event. "I just never have liked that group, her father or her."
Missouri auditor race is close 

BY VIRGINIA YOUNG • www.STLtoday.com | Posted: Monday, October 25, 2010 12:15 am

JEFFERSON CITY • Neither Susan Montee nor Tom Schweich is a well-known name as far as Missouri voters are concerned.

Montee, the Democratic state auditor, and Schweich, her Republican challenger, have one week — and roughly equal amounts of campaign cash — to change that.

A poll conducted last week for the Post-Dispatch and KMOV-TV (Channel 4) found that the auditor's race is a statistical dead heat, with 21 percent of respondents undecided.

The closeness of the race helps explain why Schweich went negative last week, attempting to tie Montee to federal stimulus funds and accusing her of failing to audit the awarding of state fee offices.

Montee said the allegations were groundless. She hammered away at her theme that the auditor should be a certified public accountant, which she is and Schweich is not.

The two are competing to be the state's financial watchdog. The auditor checks the books and management practices of all state programs, as well as scores of local governmental entities.

It's a low-profile position that most Missourians don't notice unless they need an outsider to review a festering feud at the school district or missing money at City Hall.

The poll reinforces that point. Though Montee has delivered scores of audits around the state the last four years, she is only slightly better known than political newcomer Schweich. His television ads during a combative GOP primary last summer boosted his visibility.

Schweich was edging Montee, though not by a statistically significant amount, in the newspaper's poll, conducted from Oct. 18-20.

Schweich had the support of 40 percent of the respondents while Montee was favored by 37 percent. Libertarian Charles Baum had 2 percent.

The survey of 625 registered voters has a margin of error of plus or minus 4 percentage points.

Brad Coker, who conducted the poll for Mason-Dixon Polling & Research Inc., said Schweich may be benefitting from a trickle-down effect from Republican Roy Blunt's widening lead against Democrat Robin Carnahan in the U.S. Senate race.

"Barely half know Montee and only 44 percent know Schweich, so they're certainly not voting on them because they know their names," Coker said.

The neck-and-neck status of the race means that the campaign probably will get noisier — and nastier — before Election Day.

Two issues are likely to dominate: Who has the most auditing experience and who would operate free from politics?

State law doesn't require the auditor to be a certified public accountant, but for the last 35 years, all but one — Sen. Claire McCaskill, auditor from 1999 to 2007 — have held that credential.

Montee, 51, is both a CPA and a lawyer. She says her CPA credentials are key to running the office.

She compares it to a big accounting firm that operates according to professional standards. Since she is a CPA, she says, she can direct audits rather than having a deputy oversee them.

The issue is tricky for Montee because she and McCaskill are close friends and political allies. Even so, Montee says she often told McCaskill that the office needed a CPA at the helm.

In fact, Montee says that's why McCaskill urged Montee to run when McCaskill made a Senate bid in 2006. At the time, Montee was the Buchanan County auditor in her native St. Joseph.

Schweich, 50, says the state auditor is really an administrator and that he would bring leadership, management skill and tenacity to the job.

A Clayton native and Harvard-educated lawyer, he points to his legal career as proof that he knows how to ferret out "waste, fraud and abuse."

At St. Louis' largest law firm, Bryan Cave, Schweich represented multinational companies, overseeing investigations of their compliance with governmental rules.

A friendship with fellow Bryan Cave lawyer and former Sen. John Danforth, R-Mo., led Schweich to change career paths.

Schweich became chief of staff to Danforth when the former senator went to Waco, Texas, to investigate the government siege on the Branch Davidian complex. Later, Schweich filled the same role for Danforth at the United Nations.

Danforth says Schweich is a straight-shooter who is known for careful analysis.

"He is a very bright person who is highly organized and very good at the kind of thing an auditor would do — organizing an office, organizing the staff, setting priorities and digging into the facts, whatever they are," Danforth says.

The U.N. job led Schweich to a post in late 2005 as a senior official in the State Department's Bureau for International Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs.

The agency runs counternarcotics programs and police training in Afghanistan, Iraq and dozens of other countries. Schweich says he initiated internal audits, saving billions of dollars.

Outside audits indicate that claim may be overblown.

The narcotics agency has repeatedly come under harsh criticism for its handling of a multiyear contract, let in 2004, for a police training program in Iraq. Parts of the reports deal with Schweich's tenure.

The Special Inspector General for Iraq Reconstruction reported in 2007 that the State Department's records of the $1.2 billion contract were inaccurate and in disarray.

The agency got a better report card in 2008, and Schweich claims credit for those improvements. For example, missing weapons were inventoried and the contractor was held financially accountable.

His response shows his trademark doggedness. He called a reporter back several times, each time offering more ammunition to combat the criticism.

The 2008 audit 'summarizes my tenure and is probably the most favorable report ever" issued by the inspector general, he says. Inspector General Stuart Bowen Jr. declined to comment Friday.

Montee says whatever work Schweich has done in his various jobs, they weren't audits because only CPAs can sign audit opinions.

While Schweich's style is intense, Montee is matter-of-fact, even when she's issuing an audit with compelling findings.

Baum, the Libertarian in the race, says the auditor should be more aggressive. In fact, he says it would be a plus for the auditor not to be a CPA.

The auditor should let accountants handle the technical side, he says, and focus on holding officials accountable and fixing problems the audits turn up.

"CPAs, their particular skill set, they do very good accounting but they're not going to go after people," he says.

Baum, 63, of University City, is a certified financial planner. He says he could "make things happen" because he owes no allegiance to big campaign donors.

"My biggest campaign contribution is $25," he said. "I don't think they're expecting too much back."

Montee says her record shows she hasn't been afraid to ruffle feathers.

For example, last year, she issued sweeping criticism of the state agency that gives out millions of dollars in tax credits to build low-income housing.

The audit said the Missouri Housing Development Commission was plagued with potential conflicts of interest in the way it chose housing projects. Her earlier report said the program costs taxpayers too much and primarily benefits developers and investors.

Montee has also criticized lavish spending at Missouri's student loan authority, insufficient background checks of teachers and a $1.1 billion overrun in the costs of state tax credits.

She says her audits have gone after misuse of public funds without regard to politics.

Retired McDonnell Douglas supervisor Bob Beckring of Bellerive Acres agrees. Beckring lauds Montee's audits of the troubled Northeast Ambulance and Fire Protection District in St. Louis County.

"I'm a Republican, but I'm voting for her," Beckring said. "She did an outstanding job on the fire district and I don't think she's really partial to Democrats or Republicans."

Often, the auditor's office is a steppingstone to higher office. Before McCaskill, Christopher "Kit" Bond and John Ashcroft used it to move up the political ladder.

Schweich considered running for the Senate seat being vacated by Bond, but he was talked out of it by Republican leaders clearing the way for Blunt, the GOP nominee.

Both Schweich and Montee pledge to serve out the full four-year term if elected.
Mo. college officials to award $1.6M in grants
Oct 25, 5:00 AM EDT, Southeast Missourian
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- Missouri higher education officials are awarding grants to fund projects that help low-income students pay for college.

The Department of Higher Education has about $1.6 million to distribute and the maximum grants will be $100,000.

Not-for-profit and charitable organizations are eligible for the grants. The money is designed to help students who are at risk of not enrolling or completing college.

The federal government is paying for the grants, and the state Department of Higher Education is administering the program.

Organizations must indicate that they intend to apply for the grants by Nov. 15 and submit their applications by the end of November.

Mo. creates e-mail alert about sex offenders
Oct 25, 5:00 AM EDT, Southeast Missourian
JEFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- Missouri residents now can receive an automatic alert if a registered sex offender moves into their neighborhood.

The Missouri State Highway Patrol has launched an e-mail system that notifies neighbors within 24 hours if a registered sex offender changes his or her address.

People can sign up for two options. They can receive a notification when a sex offender registers a home, work or school address anywhere within 500 feet to 5 miles of a particular address. People also can track address changes for specific sex offenders.

Missouri's Sex Offender Registry went online in May 2004. It initially listed sex offenders by county. It was expanded in 2005 to include a searchable database, offender photos and mapping features.

Recommendations in key Missouri races
Posted on Sun, Oct. 24, 2010 10:15 PM, The Kansas City Star


A new class of Missouri lawmakers will travel to Jefferson City in January to confront a fiscal crisis still in full bloom and a host of other challenges. 
They’ll have to find their way without many of the legislature’s veteran leaders. Largely because of term limits, 67 of the 163 seats in the House are open, along with 10 of the 34 Senate seats.

The situation calls for serious-minded lawmakers who can get up to speed quickly on complex issues and cross party lines if necessary to get things done. There is no time for politicians to engage in shenanigans or drive purely ideological agendas. 

Here are The Star’s recommendations in selected contested area races:

MISSOURI SENATE 
DISTRICT 8 
Republican Will Kraus of Lee’s Summit, who prevailed in a hotly contested primary, won respect from colleagues during his three terms in the House. Kraus, a captain in the Army Reserve, is the choice over Libertarian Kevin Parr. 

DISTRICT 10 
Democrat Jolie L. Justus of Kansas City is one of the region’s most effective lawmakers. Justus, a lawyer, deserves re-election. Her opponent is Libertarian Bob Ludlow.

DISTRICT 34 
Democrat Martin T. Rucker of St. Joseph gained a reputation as a consensus builder during his three terms in the House and is the best candidate to replace term-limited Senate leader Charlie Shields. His Republican opponent, Rob Schaaf, was a polarizing figure in the House, prone to outbursts and inflammatory remarks, such as describing health care for low-income children as a form of slavery. 

MISSOURI HOUSE 
DISTRICT 30 
Of the two lawyers running to succeed the term-limited Jason Brown in this Northland district, Democrat Lexi Norris of Kansas City is the choice over Nick Marshall of Parkville. Norris has an impressive record of leadership and community service and she is a strong voice for higher education. 

DISTRICT 31 
Two impressive candidates are vying for this seat, which is open after being represented for 28 years by Bill Skaggs and then his son, Trent Skaggs. Our pick is Democrat Jay Swearingen of North Kansas City, whose experience includes the U.S. Army Reserve, executive director of the Midwestern Innocence Project, and, most recently, finance director for Stephene Moore’s congressional campaign. He is in a lively race with Republican lawyer Matthew K. Thompson.

DISTRICT 32 
Democrat Jason Grill of Parkville, a lawyer, deserves a third term. Grill has sponsored legislation to curb identity threat and secure help for autistic children. His Republican opponent, Ron Schieber, is a former Park Hill school board member, but Grill gets the nod. 

DISTRICT 33 
Republican Jerry Nolte of Gladstone, an advertising artist, showed strong leadership in the special session aimed at keeping auto manufacturing jobs in Missouri. He is a thoughtful lawmaker who deserves a fourth term. He is being challenged by Democrat Jim Stoufer.

DISTRICT 34 
Democrat Mark Ellebracht is a sharp newcomer vying for the seat vacated by Tim Flook. Ellebracht, a lawyer, offers thoughtful ideas on how to resolve Missouri’s budget problems. 

His opponent is Republican Myron Neth of Liberty, a banker and operator of a family cattle business, who also is running a strong campaign. 

DISTRICT 35 
Republican T.J. Berry, owner of a business card printing business in Kearney, is well connected and hard working. He is the choice over Democrat Jim Baldwin to succeed the term-limited Doug Irvin.

DISTRICT 36 
This race is a rematch between incumbent Bob Nance, a Republican from Excelsior Springs, and Democrat Barbara Lanning, a Lawson school board member. Both are strong candidates, but Nance’s legislative experience and independent streak give him the edge. 

DISTRICT 38 
Assuming Republicans retain their majority in the House, incumbent Ryan Silvey is in line to become the first House member from the Kansas City area in recent times to chair the Appropriations Committee. He has earned the leadership post and re-election to his seat in this Northland district. His Democratic opponent is Debbie Colozza. 

DISTRICT 40 
Democrat John Joseph Rizzo, who squeaked by with a one-vote victory in his primary, should be elected to the seat being vacated by the term-limited John Burnett. Libertarian Sean O’Toole is also running.

DISTRICT 44 
In his first term, Democrat Jason Kander, a lawyer from Kansas City, showed himself to be smart and responsive to constituents. He fought hard for much-needed ethics reform. He is the choice over Sarah B. (Sally) Miller.

DISTRICT 45 
Incumbent Democrat Jason R. Holsman gets high marks for his work on urban farming and renewable energy. He is the choice over Republican Nola Wood in this south Kansas City district.

DISTRICT 46 
Lawyer Kevin McManus, a Democrat, has the potential to provide dynamic representation in the Southland seat being vacated by the term-limited Kate Meiners. He is the choice over Republican Rodney Williams. 

DISTRICT 48 
The race to fill the seat being vacated by Kraus pits a well-established businessman, Republican Gary Cross of Lee’s Summit, against Democrat Gavin Fletchall of east Kansas City, a graduate student at Avila University. Cross’ experience gives him the edge. Constitution Party candidate Nathan Eaton is also in the race.

DISTRICT 51 
Democrat Ira Anders, a retired teacher and former Independence school board member, is an excellent candidate to fill the seat being vacated by the term-limited Ray Salva. His opponents are Republican Jeff Workman, Kevin L. Kobe of the Libertarian Party, and Michael Cogan of the Constitution Party.

DISTRICT 52 
Democrat Robbie Makinen is economic development director for Jackson County and serves on a host of boards related to development and the well-being of disabled and vulnerable citizens. He is a great choice for the seat that Paul LeVota is leaving because of term limits. His opponent is Republican Noel Torpey.

DISTRICT 53 
Democrat Diane Egger of Independence has good ideas about education and public health and is the choice over her Republican opponent, Brent Lasater, for the seat being vacated by the term-limited Curt Dougherty.

DISTRICT 54 
Two strong candidates are competing for this eastern Jackson County seat. Democrat John Bullard Jr. of Buckner, a detective with the Independence Police Department, has strong leadership credentials and is a good choice to replace Gary Dusenberg, a veteran of the Missouri Highway Patrol. His Republican opponent is Blue Springs City Council member Jeanie Lauer.

DISTRICT 55 
Republican Sheila Solon, a former Blue Springs City Council member, has the best experience to replace Bryan Pratt, who was forced out by term limits. Her opponents are Democrat Clay Rodgers and Libertarian Party candidate Jeffrey Hoorfar.

DISTRICT 56 
Democrat Dave Coffman spent a long career in education, including 22 years as principal of Westridge Elementary School in the Raytown School District. He would bring a valuable perspective to the legislature and is the choice over Republican Mike Cierpiot.

DISTRICT 123 
Republican Chris Molendorp of Belton proved in his freshman term to be an exceptionally effective legislator for his district and the Kansas City region. Molendorp, who owns an insurance agency, should be re-elected. His opponent is Democrat Patricia “Patty” Johnson.

DISTRICT 124 
Democrat Luke Scavuzzo of Harrisonville, the incumbent, is an advocate for public schools and an able representative for his district. The former owner of a family grocery business has earned a third term over Republican opponent Rick Brattin and Kent Cogan of the Constitution Party.

MISSOURINET
State revenue up; state budget still in trouble
By Brent Martin on October 25, 2010
An improvement in state revenue has eased budget pressure for the current fiscal year, but Governor Nixon predicts another lean budget next year.

A surge in corporate income and franchise tax collections boosted state revenue, making it less likely Governor Nixon will have to withhold any more money from the current state budget. Nixon says the improving revenue picture won’t overcome the loss of federal funding next year.

“I do say that we will have to make some hundreds of millions of dollars in cuts across the entirety of the state for next year’s budget if things continue the way they are,” Nixon says. “But I’ve had to take about $1.5 billion out of the budget so far. As we move into November and early December, we’ll begin the process of doing the consensus revenue estimate for next year and begin the process of working with our departments and the legislature to get a budget that Missourians know will deliver needed services.”

The consensus revenue estimate is a key figure in the drafting of a state budget. The governor’s office and legislative budget leaders meet and review the latest revenue figures and projections. They then settled on a forecast for state revenue for the next fiscal year. That figure is used to construct the state budget.

State revenue has seen a slight uptick of late. September numbers show a surge in corporate income and franchise tax collections, up 23% for the month, pushing year-to-date growth up to 15 ½%. Net general revenue collections for the year have increased by 2.6%.

In the current fiscal year, federal budget stabilization dollars totaling $923 million have been used to prop up the state budget and keep from cutting deeper into state programs and services. Federal funding drops to $209 million next year. The legislature will have the opportunity early in the next session to appropriate an additional $189 million in federal education funding.

A lot of new faces will decide budget issues next year. The Missouri House is losing nearly 70 of its 163 members due to term limits. Other incumbents could be defeated November 2nd. The legislature begins a new session in January.

‘The other guys’ in the U.S. Senate race
by Ryan Famuliner on October 24, 2010

Robin Carnahan and Roy Blunt are not the only two people on the ballot for the open U.S. Senate seat.

Libertarian Jonathan Dine and Constitution Party candidate Jerry Beck took part in the debate with the major party candidates at the Lake of the Ozarks. Both of them bemoaned the current leadership in Washington. Beck, a veteran and retired Sedalia businessman, says government spending is out of control.

“It is not good to borrow money and not know how to pay it back. These people in Washington D.C., I’m talking about the executive branch, haven’t the foggiest idea what they’re doing. They’re leading this nation down the destructive road to bankruptcy,” Beck said.

Dine, a personal trainer from Kansas City, said the stimulus program was misguided.

“Throwing money at limited sectors of the economy like construction is no way to foster job growth. I hear a lot about the government trying to create jobs. It’s not really the government’s job to create jobs but to provide an environment to foster job growth by removing barriers to start up businesses, by lowering taxes to make it easier to start,” Dine said.

Both said they appreciated the opportunity to be heard alongside the major party candidates, and said they didn’t believe the two-party system was doing a good enough job of representing Missourians, and Americans in general.

“Now is the time for more ordinary Americans to stand up and take an active role. I believe that the Democrat and Republican politicians have created the status quo and do not intend to change it. They have strayed from the original purpose of the protection of your life, liberty, and property,” Dine said.

“We must pull together and walk shoulder to shoulder to do political feasibility to come out of this. One part or two parties are not going to bring us out of it; it’s going to take all four parties to get this nation straightened out. If we don’t do this, we are going to be in a very bad situation. We can’t pay our police. We’re laying off our teachers in Kansas City and St. Louis, shutting down one third of our schools,” Beck said.

Carnahan said in the debate that she thinks earmarks should be banned in Washington. Republican Roy Blunt defends his use of them, saying Missouri needs to compete for federal dollars. These candidates also weighed in.

“Earmarks are mainly made for the politicians to take in extra revenue in their campaigns. They do some good for the infrastructure and other areas, but mainly we’re going to have to restore our factories,” Beck said.

“Earmarks are basically slipped into bills for pet projects for Washington cronies. I would eliminate all earmarks; I’d also fight to repeal the 16th amendment. I think we should put the money back in Americans’ pockets and let them stimulate the economy. What would you do with a 30 to 40 percent increase in revenue? Start a business, pay off your debt, build a home?” Dine said.

The last question the candidates were asked at their debate was if they could say one nice thing about their opponent. Beck answered first, and gave the response that drew the most laughs from the crowd.

“Well, Mr. Blunt is a very nice looking gentleman, he dresses very well. Mrs. Carnahan is beautiful, and Mr. Dine is a very nice person,” Beck said.

Groups behind casino proposals make their pleas 
by Ryan Famuliner on October 21, 2010

The Missouri Gaming Commission expects to make a decision on the state’s last casino license by the end of the year. The groups behind each of the three proposals have made their case, in person, as to why they believe they’d be the best choice.

At a Missouri Gaming Commission meeting, Steve Galloway with Gaming Market Advisors said a casino in untapped Cape Girardeau makes the most sense. He says because the other two proposals are in cities with many casinos, business will be taken away from the other Missouri casinos in that area should one of them be granted the license.

“Cape, should it be awarded the license, will have minimal cannibalization on Missouri casinos, and there’s a slight overlap with the Harrah’s Casino, but that’s in Illinois so that’s OK,” Galloway said.

“Our closest casino is actually in Illinois, Harrah’s metropolis. The next closest is our own casino in Caruthersville, which is a full 85 miles away. The next casino beyond that it River City in the South County, St. Louis area,” said Paul Keller with Isle of Capri, which is behind the proposal.

The group behind the Sugar Creek presentation says it’s not “cannibalism,” it’s competition.

“Kansas City is not saturated, it’s stagnant. Healthy competition raises the bar and stimulates capital reinvestment by all serious players,” said John Groom with Paragon Gaming, which is behind the Sugar Creek plan.

“The other casinos need to make certain that they use their dollars very carefully so that they don’t lose their customers to new casinos. But that you just see an increase in revenue, because as the new casinos come on they bring something new to the market. They enhance the market and they bring on new customers to the market,” said Diana Bennett with Paragon Gaming.

They want to grow the market in Eastern Jackson County, outside downtown Kansas City. Paragon says its long-term plan is to create a destination complete with a 6,500-seat amphitheatre and 400-room hotel.

The group behind the proposal for Celebration Casino in St. Louis says it’s not trying to be Harrah’s. The says the casino will be the right size to get the most out of the market in an area where six casinos would all be within a 35 minute drive of the new one.

But most importantly, they say, their numbers show they could bring in the most new tax revenue among the other three proposals up for the state’s last casino license.

“The combination of the ability to grow our market and the ability to take market share from Illinois will be a demonstrably better opportunity for the state than any other you’ve seen before you today,” said Greg Smith, the attorney for the group behind the Casino Celebration proposal.

 St. Louis Mayor Francis Slay says he fully supports the proposal, and says it will prey on the turnstiles of Illinois casinos.

“Approving the license for Casino Celebration would achieve the gaming license directive, we believe, of issuing the license to the project that provides the greatest economic benefit to the state of Missouri, and I know that’s what you’re concerned about,” Slay said.

There were a number of other factors that were discussed about each proposal.

Cape Girardeau city leaders answered concerns about traffic flow to the proposed casino, saying they’d provide the commission with more information about their plan, which they say would handle the increased traffic. The city manager showed pictures of the mostly blighted area where the casino would be located, and the mayor stressed the importance of the casino to the future of downtown Cape. He also said he felt confident the casino would be allowed by the citizens when they vote on a special ballot issue on November 2nd.

Paragon Gaming spent a good portion of their presentation introducing their company to the commission, as they weren’t as familiar to the state as the Isle of Capri and the regional investors involved with Casino Celebration.

A member of an environmental group made a presentation during the St. Louis proposal’s allotted time, to address concerns for the riverfront near the proposed site. She said the proposal includes money that will be used to create walking paths in that area and protect the environmental assets.

In their closing statements, before making their final pleas, some of the presenters recognized the value of all three proposals.

“I don’t envy you, gentlemen. You’ve got three great communities that all have very deserving people who need this for their community. For the people to have jobs, for their schools. I don’t envy you at all,” Bennett said.

“There are similarities between these projects. They represent a relatively, the same capital investment, I think within about $10 million of one another. They represent relatively the same amount of construction jobs and the same amount of operational jobs, not surprisingly because they’re relatively similar in size,” Smith said.

BLOG ZONE
GUEST COMMENTARY: Proposition B not the right answer to problem
BY Robin Nuttall, The Missourian, Friday, Oct. 22, 2010, updated 3:37 p.m. CDT, Sat., Oct. 23, 2010
COLUMBIA — In November, Missourians will get a chance to vote on Proposition B, the “Puppy Mill Cruelty Prevention Act.”

For most of us, “puppy mill” conjures images of shivering, emaciated, matted dogs standing in their own filth, terrified of people, bereft of the most basic necessities, socialization and care. None of us want puppy mills in Missouri, and for those of us involved in dogs — as I have been for over 25 years as a trainer, exhibitor, local and national club member and instructor — it’s a passion and a vocation to try to eliminate them. So why would I oppose this bill?

There are several reasons.

Our existing laws are better. Misssouri’s Animal Care Facilities Act is more clear, detailed, specific and typically more stringent than Proposition B.

Prop. B covers only breeders. ACFA covers “any person or organization operating an animal shelter, boarding kennel, commercial kennel, contract kennel, pet shop, pound or dog pound, or acting as a dealer, commercial breeder, intermediate handler or exhibitor in Missouri.” Violating Prop. B will be a Class C Misdemeanor. ACFA starts right out with a Class A Misdemeanor, which is up to a year in jail and up to $20,000 fine. To see a detailed side-by-side comparison, go to www.totaldobe.com/propb_acfa.pdf.

Proposition B punishes legitimate breeders. Prop. B caps the total of intact dogs to be owned by any breeder at 50, the inference being that no one can adequately care for more than 50 dogs. I mean, that’s a lot, right? Who has the time and energy to take care of all those animals? But the bill's sponsor, the Humane Society of the United States, is confining its proposed legislation to breeders. What about kennels, rescues, shelters, humane societies and pet shops? If you’re going to say that 50 is too many dogs, it should apply to them, too, right? So this really isn’t about numbers of dogs, it’s about punishing breeders.

Proposition B redefines “pet.” Prop. B defines a pet as “any domesticated animal normally maintained in or near the household of the owner thereof.” So according to Prop. B, all domesticated animals, including livestock, are pets. My fear is that the wording is a large foot in the door toward the purported HSUS’ animal rights agenda of ending all use of domestic livestock. Wayne Pacelle, president of the HSUS, was quoted as stating, “We have no ethical obligation to preserve the different breeds of livestock produced through selective breeding. ... One generation and out. We have no problems with the extinction of domestic animals. They are creations of human selective breeding. (Pacelle has stated that this quote, taken 14 years ago before he was with the HSUS, has been taken out of context and is not accurate.)” — Animal People News, May 1993. (More information about the HSUS and its enrollment in the Animal Rights Movement can be found at www.naiaonline.org, activistcash.com and www.humanewatch.org.)

Proposition B is an unfunded mandate, estimated to cost around $650,000 the first year. We can’t fund our existing law. We don’t have the funds for this one either.

What is the answer?

Unfortunately we do have a problem with bad breeding operations in Missouri. How can we better enforce existing laws and statutes?

We need more inspectors. We have 12 inspectors to cover more than 3,000 facilities. They are hopelessly overwhelmed.

We need to educate judges. Too often when these cases do come to trial, charges are dismissed or plea bargained. We need to prosecute violators to the full extent of the law.

We need to educate Missourians on why eliminating bad breeders is worth spending state money on.

In addition to many agricultural and rural interest groups, The Columbia Kennel Club, the Show Me Canines dog club and the Missouri Veterinary Medical Association have all taken positions in opposition to this bill. Proposition B will not solve our problem with substandard dog breeding facilities in Missouri. Please vote no on Proposition B.

Elliott Denniston, Guest Columnist: U.S. Senate Race Has Clear Choice
By Elliott Denniston Special to The Globe, The Joplin Globe, Oct. 24, 2010
JOPLIN, Mo. — In a recent letter to the Globe, Anson Burlingame tried to refute Jim Hight’s excellent comments about Congressman Roy Blunt’s failings.

Burlingame made my jaw drop when he said that he doesn’t really care about Blunt’s voting record in Congress. What better indicator is there for a 14-year politician than his voting record? Unlike his speeches and his interviews, the voting record sets forth the facts of Blunt’s actual participation in government. It’s where the rubber meets the road.

And what a record it is! While Roy Blunt voted five times to increase his own pay (it’s now over $170,000 plus benefits), he voted not to extend unemployment insurance and he voted not to increase the minimum wage from $5.15 an hour. Apparently Rep. Blunt does not know the many Missourians we know who have lost their jobs or who are working at minimum wage and who still have to put food on their tables. He has voted four times to give special tax breaks to companies that outsource our jobs to foreign countries like China and India. (Meanwhile, Missouri has lost 129,300 jobs to foreign trade.) As for sources for all this, go to govtrack.us and search by topic or congressman or year. Unlike many who write the Globe, I want my readers to know my sources.  

So would it surprise you to know that Roy Blunt is the single largest recipient of lobbyist money of any of the 535 members of Congress, and the second biggest recipient of Political Action Committee money in Congress? What does that money mean? It means favors; it means being in the pocket of special interests and wealthy corporations. Should it surprise us to learn that Blunt has taken almost $1 million from Big Oil and the energy industry while giving them special tax breaks? And that Blunt has become very wealthy? So much for the “little guy,” the ordinary residents of Missouri.

Chris Wallace put it all concisely when he interviewed Congressman Blunt on Fox News: “You just said a moment ago that you have to show that you’re the party of reform, but some question whether you are the man to do that. In 2002, you tried to insert language into the Homeland Security Act to help Phillip Morris tobacco while you were dating that company’s lobbyist. And your campaign committees have paid $485,000 to a firm linked to lobbyist (and later convicted criminal) Jack Abramoff. Are you the one to clean house?” See PolitiFact.com for detailed evidence of Wallace’s comments. As the Globe editorial headline said, “Blunt has experience.” Correct: In my view, the corrupting kind of experience.

Most Missourians know that Robin Carnahan is the daughter of Mel and Jean Carnahan, who instilled in her a deep sense of public service and an obligation to help others. Also, she still runs the family’s 900 acre farm and cattle operation near Rolla. She is also an avid runner and an instrument-rated pilot.

As Missouri’s secretary of state, Robin Carnahan has helped our Missouri families. She has worked at protecting consumers, at policing financial fraud, and at cutting costs and red tape. When the Wall Street crash occurred two years ago, she managed to oversee the return of $10 billion (yes, BILLION) to tens of thousands of investors, money taken illegally by Wall Street. What an incredible achievement! Also through her efforts to enable businesses and entrepreneurs to file documents online, she has helped Missouri businesses save nearly $10 million.

Carnahan has improved Missouri’s elections system by implementing Missouri’s first statewide voter registration system and creating the Missouri Voting Rights Center. She has fought for the creation of Missouri’s Safe at Home address confidentiality program, which helps protect victims of domestic violence from continued abuse.

Carnahan has been selected as one of a group of 20 government leaders chosen for their ability to work across party lines. In the 2008 election cycle, she was co-chair of the Elections Committee for the bi-partisan National Association of Secretaries of State.

In Congress she would be one of the least partisan members, one of those most willing to work with the other party. That’s who we need in Washington — someone to help break the gridlock while standing up for Missouri families.

Elliott Denniston is a retired Missouri Southern State University professor. He lives in rural Webb City.
OUR OPINION: State Employees Exemplify Teamwork
By The News Tribune, Published: Monday, October 25, 2010 4:53 AM CDT
People who work smarter assist both the economy and employment, particularly during an economic downturn.

How?

Because greater efficiency and productivity can offset budget cuts, eliminating the need to cut services and/or the employees who deliver them.

The five teams of state employees recently recognized with Governor's Awards for Quality and Productivity are quintessential team players.

As teams within the larger team of state workers, their efforts and innovations not only aid their co-workers, but all Missourians.

Winning teams recently were honored in five categories. They are:

* Customer Service: The Department of Transportation (MoDOT) Motor Carrier Customer Satisfaction Team for merging from four state agencies into a unified, one-stop service provider.

* Efficiency/Process Improvement: The H1N1 Mass Vaccination Team for working together to create a coordinated statewide vaccination effort. The team also worked closely with local public health agencies to develop and disseminate information.

* Innovation: Puppies for Parole for enhancing rehabilitation in a costeffective way.

* Technology in Government: Contamination Characterization Through Airborne Hyperspectral Imagery for a cost-effective method to respond to the highest-priority mining and smelting cleanup areas.

Pinnacle Award for Innovation: MoDOT's Diverging Diamond Interchange in Springfield for being the first of its kind in the western hemisphere.

Improvements to infrastructure, public health, public safety and our environment affect the lives of Missourians on a daily basis.

We congratulate and commend the honorees for their service to the state and, by extension, to everyone.

EDITORIALS … & Letters to the Editor
Politics and baseball, together again 
Bill McClellan • www.STLtoday.com | Posted: Sunday, October 24, 2010 12:00 am

Do you ever feel like the people running things think you're stupid?

If you have any brains, you're feeling that way a lot these days. That's because it's election season and the political ads are aimed at idiots. I'm reminded of the lines from "The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn" — "Hain't we got all the fools in town on our side? And ain't that a big enough majority in any town?"

That majority is the target audience for ad-makers. So maybe you get tired of being treated like a fool, and you turn from politics to something else.

I hope it's not baseball.

St. Louis fans are being treated like dunces. They're being told that hitting coach Mark "Medium Mac" McGwire has been asked to return to the team, but is trying to decide if he would rather stay home with his new triplets.

Huh?

Many baseball fans are fathers. We love our children. But we know that when those children are babies, they are a lot of work. And if you were to ask even the most loving of fathers, "Would you rather travel around the country with a bunch of guys, stay in great hotels, drink with the guys, eat at the best restaurants and spend your so-called working hours at a baseball stadium, or stay home and help with the triplets?" we know what the answer would be.

As the kids get older, they're more fun. Missing things becomes more problematic. Are you willing to miss your kids' soccer games? Do you want to miss your kids in the school play? In effect, are you willing to miss out on their growing up? Many of us would say no.

But the triplets are not yet five months old. So when we're told that McGwire is torn between remaining as hitting coach or staying home with the triplets, something seems not quite right.

There are a couple of points to consider.

First, McGwire knew his wife was pregnant when he started the job. Presumably, he knew she was pregnant with triplets. Medical science being what it is these days, people are no longer shocked in the delivery room. "My gosh! There are three of them!"

And here's what McGwire told Post-Dispatch reporter Derrick Goold last month. "I know one thing after this, I would really love to be a hitting coach for many, many years. ... I've learned a great deal of stuff throughout this whole season, and I'd love to continue doing this for a long time. But I've got to be offered the job first."

Does that sound like a man wrestling with the decision?

Also, the fellows involved in this little drama have not exactly been candid with us in the past. McGwire vehemently denied doing steroids. Back in his Big Mac days, he issued this statement: "Once and for all, I did not use steroids or any other illegal substance."

His chief defender in those days, and his co-star in the current drama, is Tony La Russa. He knew nothing about steroids. The use of steroids was rampant in the Oakland clubhouse? That was news to him. Oddly enough, it was also news to the team's strength and conditioning coach, Dave McKay, whom La Russa brought to St. Louis.

Earlier this year, when McGwire confessed that he had, in fact, used steroids, did his chief defender feel betrayed? Not at all. It wasn't as if McGwire had lied to him, La Russa explained. "Mark and I never confronted it," La Russa told ESPN.

People were writing books about it. These authors included a teammate from Oakland and McGwire's own brother. Baseball players — including McGwire — were getting called in front of Congress. Everybody was talking about steroid use in baseball. Everybody except McGwire and La Russa. They would have us believe the subject never came up.

Do you feel stupid?

If you, like me, have a problem with this latest idea that McGwire is having a problem deciding whether to stay home with the babies or return as hitting coach, you might wonder what is going on.

Let me offer an alternative theory.

Maybe the higher-ups were unhappy with McGwire as hitting coach. Maybe it never made sense to them that a one-dimensional hitter — long fly balls — should be a hitting coach. That's to say nothing of the baggage he brought. So maybe the higher-ups didn't want him back.

But La Russa is a proud man. He does not enjoy admitting mistakes. If McGwire were to be fired, or not offered a new contract, La Russa might think that would reflect poorly on him.

But if McGwire were to decide on his own that he didn't want to come back, well, that would be a face-saving way out of this mess. Of course, it only works if people are too stupid to remember what McGwire said last month. Happily, most of them are that stupid. Just watch the political ads.
No moratorium on foreclosures
Wednesday, October 20, 2010 at 12:01 a.m., News-Press Now

Slowing down mortgage foreclosures hardly is the same as calling an indefinite halt to all foreclosure actions.

The first approach can be seen as compassionate, particularly in cases where compassion is warranted and where more time may in fact save someone from losing their home. This course also ensures appropriate care is taken to make sure things are done properly in a time when hundreds of thousands of properties are in play across the country.

The second approach might seem wise to some, particularly if widespread illegalities and instances of unfairness are substantiated. But barring that, a moratorium delays the inevitable, creates an artificial “floor” to a housing market that has yet to find bottom, and undermines the integrity of legal agreements.

On top of all that, there is no mistaking the anger many responsible home owners feel toward a system that seems determined to reward the kinds of decisions and behaviors that contributed to the current financial mess.

The meltdown in the home mortgage market isn’t only about poor judgments by lenders. Many responsible people — including large numbers in Northwest Missouri and Northeast Kansas — thought about buying or upgrading their home, but then thought better about it.

These folks knew the mere fact they could get a loan was not the only consideration. They made their own evaluation of whether their finances might be overextended and whether the home they were looking at was more than they could or should be able to afford.

In short, they showed restraint. And through this tough economic time, they have continued to meet their financial obligations.

Across the country, foreclosure homes accounted for nearly one-fourth of all residential sales in the second quarter of the year. This adds up to 248,000 homes sold at an average discount of 26 percent compared to comparable properties not in foreclosure.

It’s obvious from these numbers that too many people bought into the myth they could afford a home. Until those sales are reversed and bad loans are off the books, the market for all homes will continue to be depressed.

LETTER: Amendment 2 would honor POWs disabled during military service
Tuesday, October 19, 2010 | 11:56 a.m. CDT, BY John and Anne Clark

We urge the voters of Missouri to honor and show their appreciation to former prisoners of war who were totally disabled by service-related injuries by approving Amendment 2 which exempts them from having to pay real estate taxes on their homes.

These are mostly WWII former POWs, but it also applies to any former POWs who live in Missouri and served in any of our wars and conflicts including Bosnia, Iraq, Afghanistan, the Pueblo and the cold war.

Some opponents of Amendment 2 say this exemption would be claimed by POW imposters. There is indeed a group of several imposters which is comprised of braggarts and blowhards who prey on the respect of honest citizens to feed their fantasies. That, however, is much simpler than passing the rigorous military record checks of the Veterans Administration, then showing disability due to their service as evaluated by Veterans Administration medical disability physicians trained to make that evaluation. Each former POW who is totally disabled by service-related injuries has the VA evaluation, paperwork and a wallet card to show it. Those who are not, don't.

It was estimated by the Oversight Division of the Committee on Legislative Research in a fiscal note issued March 11, 2009 that this amendment "would not duplicate any other program" and approximately 140 former POWs might apply and that the average real property tax bill would be $1,328.

That is quite a reality check from the large numbers being voiced by some opponents of Amendment 2. Additionally the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) is quoted in the same report as saying, "This could have a fiscal impact but it would be impossible to calculate and would probably be very small."

It is noteworthy that the bill authorizing this amendment to go on the ballot, HJR 15, was passed unanimously by all committees and both the Missouri Senate and House of Representatives with NO dissenting votes.

Join us along with all of your legislators in honoring the totally disabled former prisoners of war and vote "Yes" on Amendment 2.

OUR OPINION: State employees exemplify teamwork
By The News Tribune, Published: Monday, October 25, 2010 4:53 AM CDT

People who work smarter assist both the economy and employment, particularly during an economic downturn.

How?

Because greater efficiency and productivity can offset budget cuts, eliminating the need to cut services and/or the employees who deliver them.

The five teams of state employees recently recognized with Governor's Awards for Quality and Productivity are quintessential team players.

As teams within the larger team of state workers, their efforts and innovations not only aid their co-workers, but all Missourians.

Winning teams recently were honored in five categories. They are:

* Customer Service: The Department of Transportation (MoDOT) Motor Carrier Customer Satisfaction Team for merging from four state agencies into a unified, one-stop service provider.

* Efficiency/Process Improvement: The H1N1 Mass Vaccination Team for working together to create a coordinated statewide vaccination effort. The team also worked closely with local public health agencies to develop and disseminate information.

* Innovation: Puppies for Parole for enhancing rehabilitation in a costeffective way.

* Technology in Government: Contamination Characterization Through Airborne Hyperspectral Imagery for a cost-effective method to respond to the highest-priority mining and smelting cleanup areas.

Pinnacle Award for Innovation: MoDOT's Diverging Diamond Interchange in Springfield for being the first of its kind in the western hemisphere.

Improvements to infrastructure, public health, public safety and our environment affect the lives of Missourians on a daily basis.

We congratulate and commend the honorees for their service to the state and, by extension, to everyone.

Voices: Embarrassment to Missouri State 
By: Cecilia Fritz, Special to the Joplin Globe, Oct. 24, 2010
JOPLIN, Mo. — Anyone who knows me knows I’m at the top of the list of animal lovers — especially dogs.

I have studied Proposition B. I see nothing in there that pertains to regulating animal agriculture, as referred to by David Whitson’s letter to the Globe (Oct. 20).

What I see is a section to be added to the existing law giving stricter and specific regulations to that law, targeting “puppy mill” operations to force them to treat the dogs in their care humanely. The legitimate breeders, who are supposedly against this proposition, should already be following these regulations, i.e. adequate food and water, space to stand up and turn around, clean conditions and adequate rest between breeding cycles.

I don’t see why anyone who cares for animals would be against that.

Maybe I’m missing something, and I would be happy to hear specifics.  I’m all for whatever it would take to put the “puppy mill’ operations out of business. They are an embarrassment to our American way of life.  Missouri is the No. 1 “puppy mill” state in the country. This is an embarrassment to Missouri.

Do you know that most pet shops and stores get their pets from puppy mills? If the market was  not there, the puppy mills would close. Go to your local animal shelter when you want a pet — they are begging for loving homes.

I’m not asking you to vote “yes” or “no” — but educate yourself — study what you’re voting for. Our animals deserve to be treated and live with dignity.
DARE support

Wednesday, October 20, 2010, seMissourian.com
DARE officers are an invaluable resource. However, DARE, a program which stands for Drug and Alcohol Resistance Education, is no longer funded by Missouri tax dollars. 

This budget cut has forced some school districts, such as Jackson, to eliminate the program from the curriculum. 

Cape Girardeau residents are ensuring that the program continues. The Cape Girardeau DARE program, which serves 11 schools and thousands of students, is now operating on solely on donations. 

The DARE program began in 1987 in Los Angeles. The program is traditionally known as a resource to teach children to stay away from drugs and alcohol. However, DARE officers are also dealing with a host of other issues including: gangs, guns, Internet safety and prescription drugs. 

Today's youth are inundated with pressures that can lead to destructive lives. Having a local police officer come to the schools is a great opportunity for students to ask questions. 

Thank you to the people of Cape Girardeau for funding DARE. The students are better off because of your support. Hopefully other communities will follow Cape Girardeau's lead and privately fund the DARE program for their schools. 
Thinking pink
Tuesday, October 19, 2010, seMissourian.com

October is the month to "think pink" for Breast Cancer Awareness Month. 

The American Cancer Society recently held its annual Pink Ribbon Luncheon at Drury Lodge to raise money for its Patient Service Fund. More than 240 people attended. Forty breast cancer survivors were recognized at the luncheon. 

Several organizations and businesses are sponsoring special events and offering promotions to raise awareness and money for breast cancer research. We applaud all of those involved for their great work and dedication to the cause. 

There will be about 207,000 new cases of invasive breast cancer in women this year. Just under 40,000 women will die this year from the disease. 

While less likely, men can also be inflicted with breast cancer. About 2,000 men were diagnosed with the disease last year. 

The American Cancer Society recommends women receive yearly mammograms beginning at age 40. It's also recommended that women be examined by a doctor once a year, in addition to performing self-examinations every month. 

Don't wait. Early detection is key to defeating this disease. 

USA TODAY MISSOURI NEWS
Monday, Oct. 25, 2010 — Ozark-- Hundreds of people spent part of their weekend milling around a former auto dealership checking out 183 FEMA trailers going on the auction block. Some said they are concerned about harmful levels of chemicals such as formaldehyde. Buyers are told they can use the trailers for camping and short stays, but not for housing. [image: image13.jpg]»
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