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Missouri misses out on $133 million 

Legislative provision disqualifies state from receiving federal stimulus money
ST. JOSEPH NEWS-PRESS   by Alyson E. Raletz 
Thursday, August 20, 2009 

Missouri lost out on $133 million toward unemployment benefits because the federal government deemed a legislative compromise unacceptable, the Missouri Department of Labor and Industrial Relations announced Wednesday.

“We’re probably going to have to go back and revisit the issue,” said Senate President Pro Tem Charlie Shields, R-St. Joseph. “It may be one of the issues that raises to the level of a special session.”

The Missouri General Assembly in May approved a controversial proposal to expand eligibility for the benefits in order to qualify for the influx of federal recovery money for the state’s unemployment fund. That came with a caveat that state law wouldn’t change permanently — future legislatures would have to renew the loosened requirements.

“Unfortunately, the U.S. Department of Labor has determined that the inclusion of that provision prevents Missouri from qualifying for Recovery Act funding for the program,” Missouri labor department director Larry Rebman wrote in a statement.

“I am disappointed by this decision, which will prevent the flow of benefits to certain jobless Missourians, despite the work done by this administration and a bipartisan majority in the Legislature to pass provisions that modernize our unemployment system.”

The new eligibility requirements, which Gov. Jay Nixon signed into law, are supposed to include Missourians who left their jobs for family reasons, such as domestic violence or family illness.

Republicans, such as Lt. Gov. Peter Kinder, House Speaker Ron Richard and Mr. Shields, stood on the Capitol steps this winter and said they’d be unwilling to change state law to accept the $133 million in stimulus money, because the two-year aid came with burdensome requirements for employers and a likely tax increase.

“When you raise the eligibility on this ... down the road you know the federal money is going to go away,” Mr. Shields said Wednesday.

The National Employment Law Project in February estimated those changes and others would cost the state an extra $88 million a year. The Missouri Department of Labor estimated that a separate set of requirements that could change how the state calculates initial income eligibility could result in an additional 3 percent to 10 percent increase in payouts from the state, or $28.1 million to $93.7 million.

Without the renewal, Republicans wouldn’t have supported the legislation, but even then lawmakers questioned whether the provision would meet federal approval.

“I knew that was an effort to kill the unemployment bill by Republicans. I was hoping it would squeeze by,” said Rep. Ed Wildberger, a St. Joseph Democrat who supported the bill. “Those workers in the long run are the ones who are going to suffer.”

State politicos were abuzz Wednesday with the possibility of a special session to address the issue.

Mr. Wildberger said he’d already called the governor’s staff, asking for him to call a special session during the same week of the upcoming veto session, which is set for Sept. 16.

If a special session is called, Mr. Shields envisioned possibly striking an agreement with the governor so legislators would remove the renewal requirement if he promised to sign off on a later repeal.

“Right now, this is all very preliminary,” Mr. Shields said.

A spokesman for Mr. Nixon had no comment Wednesday, according to The Associated Press.

The HB 1075 that the legislature approved to expand unemployment eligibility also allowed recipients who had reached benefit limits to receive up to 20 more weeks of compensation. The U.S. labor department did approve that language and so far, Missouri’s labor department has paid out more than $27 million to jobless Missourians, according to a state news release.

Amid FBI inquiry, Jeff Smith cancels class and mulls resigning Mo. Senate seat

STUDENT LIFE the independent newspaper of Washington University in St. Louis 

Posted By Puneet Kollipara 

State Sen. and University instructor Jeff Smith speaks during an Assembly Series forum on ethics and politics in October 2008. Reports indicate that Smith may resign from office amid a possible FBI inquiry. (Sam Guzik | Student Life)

Reports have surfaced that Washington University instructor and state Sen. Jeff Smith, D-St. Louis, could resign his seat amid a possible federal inquiry regarding his 2004 congressional campaign.

Smith also canceled a course he was to teach this fall called “Topics in American Culture Studies: Contemporary Issues in St. Louis Politics, Culture, and Society,” a school spokeswoman said today in a statement. The course would have been in the American Culture Studies program.

The statement said Smith “asked on Thursday, Aug. 13, to be relieved of those duties and the class was cancelled.”

University spokeswoman Sue Killenberg McGinn said she did not know the reason.

Multiple news outlets reported late last week that the FBI was investigating Smith due to allegations he illegally distributed campaign literature during his 2004 congressional bid.

Smith, 35, was elected to the Missouri Senate in 2006 and has since established himself as a rising star in Missouri politics. If he does resign, his promising political career and quick rise in Missouri politics would come to an abrupt end.

Smith’s Jefferson City office has not returned phone calls from Student Life.

Word of his possible resignation has caused a buzz among Missouri politicians in recent days.

“I hope it’s not true,” said state Sen. John Griesheimer, R-Washington. “All you can do is wait and see, I guess.”

Smith last taught at the University in the fall of 2008, when he was a part-time lecturer in political science. At that time, he taught a course called “Topics in Politics: Campaigns and Elections.”

He burst onto the political scene in the questioned 2004 campaign, when he vied for the Democratic nomination for the Third Congressional District, even though he was virtually unknown outside St. Louis.

Smith was a doctoral student in political science at the University and an adjunct instructor in University College at the time.

Though Smith lost, University students’ campaign efforts helped him build a grassroots movement, which led him to win solid majorities in St. Louis and St. Louis County. His opponent, now-U.S. Rep. Russ Carnahan, D-St. Louis, edged him 23 to 21 percent in the primary.

Holden recalls 'Skip' Ohlsen, while Smith drops WashU gig

By Jo Mannies, Beacon political reporter    

Posted 4:45 p.m. Wed., Aug. 19 - State Sen. Jeff Smith told Washington University just last Thursday that he would not be teaching a class this fall -- a move that may indicate that the St. Louis Democrat wasn't aware until recently of the gravity of his legal problems as a result of federal probe into campaign activities related to his unsuccessful 2004 bid for Congress. 

Spokesmen for Gov. Jay Nixon said Wednesday that the office has received no Senate resignation from Smith. Sources say Smith has told allies that he may have to resign if he pleads guilty to alleged federal offenses. 

The investigation also has ensnared state Rep. Steve Brown, D-Clayton, a Smith friend, sources say. 

According to a statement Wednesday from Washington University: 

"Missouri Sen. Jeffrey R. Smith last taught at Washington University in fall 2008 and was a part-time lecturer in political science. At that time, he taught a course called 'Topics in Politics: Campaigns and Elections.' He has not had an appointment with the University since then. 

"This fall, he was preparing to teach "Topics in American Culture Studies: Contemporary Issues in St. Louis Politics, Culture, and Society," but he asked on Thurs., Aug. 13 to be relieved of those duties and the class was cancelled." 

Smith, 35, had been a popular lecturer at the university for several years; that helped him build a network of young supporters who worked on his nearly successful bid for the U.S. House and his victory in 2006 for the state Senate. 

But it was during his 2004 congressional bid when he and others close to him apparently got acquainted with Milton "Skip" Ohlsen, a sometime political operative who now faces serious prison time after pleading guilty this spring to unrelated federal offenses. 

(Click here and here to read the Beacon's accounts of the troubles involving Ohlsen, Smith and Brown and here and here to read the Beacon's accounts of some of the political fallout.) 

Ohlsen's name has been linked to various Democrats around the state. And former Gov. Bob Holden confirmed Wednesday that he was among them. 

Holden said that Ohlsen, who the former governor referred to as "Skip," was "in and out briefly'' of Holden's political orbit. "A lot of people were on the fringes,'' and Ohlsen was one of them, Holden said, emphasizing that he did not know Ohlsen well. 

Holden did not get specific as to what Ohlsen did for his campaigns. The former governor said that his campaign operation dealt with Ohlsen mainly during Holden's tenure as governor, from 2001-2005, but most notably in 2003-2004. 

Those latter dates happen to cover the period when Ohlsen was attempting to get involved in the 3rd District congressional campaigns of some rivals of then state-Rep. Russ Carnahan, whom Ohlsen apparently opposed. 

Carnahan won the crowded 2004 contest and is now the 3rd District's representative in the U.S. House. 

Smith's legal troubles stem from a complaint that Carnahan's campaign filed with the Federal Election Commission, alleging collusion between the campaigns of rivals Smith and Joan Barry, and the circulation of thousands of anonymous postcards that disparaged Carnahan. The FEC determined that Ohlsen was the author. 

The FEC determined that the Barry campaign was guilty of some of the accusations alleged by Carnahan, but no penalties were imposed -- indicating that Barry campaign's had apparently been open with the commission's federal investigators. 

Smith and Brown are in legal trouble because they apparently were not as forthcoming, numerous legal and political sources say. 

Feds reject Missouri plan to use stimulus funds for temporary expansion of unemployment benefits

   JEFFERSON CITY | The U.S. Department of Labor this week rejected a plan to temporarily expand eligibility for unemployment benefits in Missouri using $133 million in federal stimulus money.
   The expansion would have allowed individuals to receive unemployment benefits if they were forced to leave work for a “compelling family reason” — if, for example, a child became sick or a spouse had to relocate for a new job. 

   It also would have offered up to an additional 26 weeks of unemployment benefits for jobless workers participating in certain retraining programs. Currently, unemployed workers are eligible for 6 months of benefits while they complete a retraining program. 

   The federal stimulus bill passed by Congress earlier this year includes money for the expansion, but offers it only if states pledge to continue the expanded benefits after the stimulus funds run out.

   A bill passed in Missouri in May authorized the benefits expansion, but allowed it to expire unless lawmakers vote to continue it in 2010. That conflicted with the federal mandate.

   “…We could not certify the legislation as meeting the requirements for an incentive payment primarily because the legislation will expire absent action by the Missouri legislature to renew it,” the Department of Labor wrote in an Aug. 17 letter to Missouri officials.

   The letter and another sent by Missouri officials to the feds are attached below. 

   The rejection was the second handed down by the department. In May, state officials promised to work with the feds to overcome the disagreement.

   This week, state officials expressed disappointment and acknowledged that the department’s decision likely was final.

   “As far as what was passed this last May, this is the end of the line for that piece of legislation and for getting the money,” said Larry Rebman, director of the state Department of Labor and Industrial Relations.

   The decision nullifies a bipartisan compromise reached in the final days of the legislative session.

   Republican lawmakers, backed by business groups in the state, were uneasy about the expansion because the cost of the additional benefits would be borne mainly by employers once the stimulus funds ran out.

   Gov. Jay Nixon, a Democrat, sought to allay those concerns by designing the legislation to cancel benefits after the federal funds were spent.

   In a letter to lawmakers two days before the end of the legislative session, Nixon promised that his proposal “would allow us to bring the additional $133 million into Missouri’s economy without imposing any additional burden on Missouri businesses or taxpayers.” 

   With those assurances, lawmakers passed the expansion, subject to approval by the Department of Labor. The compromise didn’t meet the department’s requirements, however, leading to the initial rejection in May and again this week. 

   On Wednesday, the Nixon administration defended the bill, saying it was the only one that all sides could support.

   “This is the law that we could get passed here,” said Jack Cardetti, a spokesman for Nixon. “We thought it was a common-sense solution.”

   House Minority Leader Paul LeVota, an Independence Democrat, pinned blame on Republicans, who he said forced Nixon to compromise in a way that ensured rejection by the department.

   “He did what he could to make it happen, but hindsight tells us the Republicans were wrong and we should’ve pushed (the bill with a permanent expansion),” LeVota said.

   Republicans, however, said a permanent expansion of benefits that relies on business taxes is simply unacceptable. 

   Rep. Barney Fisher, the Richards Republican who sponsored the bill, likened the stimulus funds to bait on a hook. Once the bait is gone, he said, the costs of the benefits would be a hook in the mouths of employers.

   “We will never permanently expand benefits that have never been a part of unemployment insurance because it would absolutely decimate Missouri businesses,” Fisher said. 

	Attachment
	Size

	Letter to Labor.pdf
	517.57 KB

	Letter from Labor.pdf
	357.19 KB


Submitted by Jason Noble KC STAR PRIME BUZZ BLOG
Bond misses Hearnes funeral because of national security concerns

Our senior U.S. Senator was one of only two former Missouri Governors not to attend Wednesday's State Funeral for former Governor Warren Hearnes (Joe Teasdale was the other). It turns out Senator Christopher "Kit" Bond was busy, overseas, on matters of national security.

But the Senator and some of his Capitol Hill colleagues did send a letter to Attorney General Eric Holder expressing concern about recent reports the AG intends to appoint a special prosecutor to investigate CIA officials who interrogated al Qaeda terrorists.

The letter reads, in part:

"The 9/11 Commission emphasized that keeping our country safe from foreign attack requires that the Justice Department work cooperatively with the intelligence community, but the appointment of a special prosecutor would irresponsibly and unnecessarily drive a wedge between the two… It is difficult to understand what rationale could drive the Justice Department to now reverse course, reopen a five-year-old matter, and tarnish the careers, reputations, and lives of intelligence community professionals." 

Last we heard ... Senator Bond will also miss Thursday's Governor's Ham Breakfast at the State Fair in Sedalia. Putting national security concerns ahead of good eatin' at the State Fair. Who does this guy think he is?

MISSOURINET  - Steve Walsh

Blunt, Carnahan campaigning at Mo. State Fair

Thursday, August 20, 2009

SEDALIA, Mo. (AP) Missouri's leading candidates for U.S. Senate are likely to be campaigning at the same time under the same tent at the Missouri State Fair.

Republican Rep. Roy Blunt and Democratic Secretary of State Robin Carnahan both planned to attend the fair's annual ham breakfast Thursday. The event routinely attracts politicians from around the state who are eager to shake hands with rural voters.

Blunt and Carnahan are campaigning to succeed Republican U.S. Sen. Kit Bond, who announced in January that he would not seek re-election in 2010.

Republican state Sen. Chuck Purgason also is running for Bond's seat.

Farm team: Missouri State Fair doubles as political stage

By Jake Wagman
St. Louis Post-Dispatch





Nixon and wife Georgeanne at the State Fair

With the typically tranquil town hall forums turning into political carnivals, it’s no surprise Missouri politicians are searching for a more hospitable setting to peddle their partisan wares.

Look no further than the annual Missouri State Fair in Sedalia, where Missouri officials from both sides of the aisle have stopped to connect with the state’s citizenry this year.

Gov. Jay Nixon and wife Georganne helped open the annual exhibition last week, with his office later sending out a press release announcing that fair attendance is up 15 percent.

Fellow Democrat Clint Zweifel, the state treasurer, also set-up shop at the fair, literary giving away money and other unclaimed property. 
On Friday, U.S. Sen. Kit Bond stopped by with a special guest: Safi Mohammad Hussein, director of Agriculture for the Nangarhar Province in Afghanistan. (Bond has supported a National Guard effort to help eradicate poppy plants in the area.)

Tomorrow, U.S. Rep. Blaine Luetkemeyer has announced he will join U.S. House GOP colleagues Sam Graves and Roy Blunt — a candidate for U.S. Senate — in Sedalia to discuss the potential impact of “cap and trade legislation” on Missouri farmers.

The fair runs through Sunday — wonder who else will show up.

Dealers put on hazards due to Clunkers

Megan Lynch Reporting
ST. LOUIS, MO (KMOX Radio)  -- What was thought to be a boon for car dealers in Missouri has turned to bust as Cash for Clunkers stalls out.
Auto lots across the country are pulling out of the government rebate program saying they can't afford it.
"Right now with reimbursements not coming in, you have a substantial number of dealers with an immediate cash flow problem, " says Sam Barbee, President and CEO of the Missouri Automobile Dealers Association.

In a survey done by the group most dealers reported they've sold roughly 40 cars under the program, but have only been approved for reimbursement for a fraction of that amount.   "In the survey that we did, I think that most that I saw for being reimbursed was a dealer that had received ten, " but Barbee says most have only been reimbursed for one or two.
Barbee tells KMOX dealers are reporting they're being rejected for reimbursement even when they've complied with all the program requirements.  He says he suspects it's because the program can't keep up with the demand and the requirement to pay dealers within 10 days.

Agriculture Secretary Vilsack hosts Sedalia forum

Thursday, August 20, 2009

SEDALIA, Mo. (AP) U.S. Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack heads to Sedalia on Friday as part of a nationwide listening tour of rural communities.

The former Iowa governor is scheduled to lead a public forum on rural revitalization at State Fair Community College. The event begins at 11 a.m. in the Stauffacher Building.

Doors open at 10:15 a.m. and no tickets are needed.

Contemporaries reflect on Hearnes' legacy




Photo by Parker Eshelman 

Gov. Jay Nixon gives remarks during a memorial service for former Gov. Gov. Warren Hearnes at the Missouri Capitol.

COLUMBIA DAILY TRIBUNE    By Terry Ganey
Wednesday, August 19, 2009
JEFFERSON CITY — When state officials bade farewell to the late former Gov. Warren E. Hearnes on Wednesday, they also recognized the end of a political era in which a governor could accumulate power and wield it effectively.

Gov. Jay Nixon, a Democrat like Hearnes, saluted the former governor as a man who left behind a legacy of compassion, a man who acted and administered with enlightened leadership.

Among Hearnes’ accomplishments, Nixon said during a funeral oration in the state Capitol, were more funding for all levels of public education as well as financial support for mental health programs.

“Warren Hearnes valued the life of every Missourian,” Nixon said. “He always answered the call to duty, and he got a lot done because he was strong.”

And Hearnes knew how to apply his strengths.

“He may have been the last of the governors from the old school of politics relying on his strong political machine to achieve his elections and his policy goals in return for favors to his supporters,” said Robert Boczkiewicz, a journalist who covered Hearnes for the old St. Louis Globe-Democrat.

Hearnes, who died Sunday at age 86, became the first two-term governor in the state’s history after he got the legislature and the electorate to pass a constitutional amendment allowing a governor to hold a second four-year term. Before that, a governor was a lame duck as soon as he took office.

And Hearnes financed improvements to education and mental health care with the help of an increase in the state income tax, which the legislature approved at the start of his second term in 1969. But then-Senate President Pro Tem Earl Blackwell, a Democrat from Hillsboro, pursued an initiative petition drive to repeal the tax increase.

After voters defeated the tax hike in a statewide referendum in 1970, Hearnes got the legislature to pass it again, and then had Blackwell’s fellow senators remove him from the Senate leadership position.

“It was quite a war,” Blackwell said in a telephone interview from his home in Hillsboro. “Hell, he was governor. He used his ammunition. He had them vote me out. The governor never runs out of ammunition. He gets a new power every day, the appointment of a circuit judge or handing out a special license plate.”

Blackwell, who will turn 86 in December, said none of his differences with Hearnes were personal. He said they were rooted in the separation of powers between the executive and legislative branches of government.

“I’m very sorry that Warren is gone,” Blackwell said. “God rest his soul. I hope he’s in a more peaceful place now, and I would bet that he is.”

Among those present in the state Capitol Rotunda for Hearnes’ funeral ceremony Wednesday was Republican Party Executive Director Lloyd Smith. On Jan. 13, 1969, Smith was a high school student from Mississippi County who came to the capital to attend Hearnes’ second inaugural. Hearnes’ Charleston home is in Mississippi County, and everybody was celebrating his election, Smith said. Hearnes had been re-elected with 60 percent of the popular vote.

In those days before term limits, state lawmakers had more time to learn the political ropes before seeking higher office. Hearnes served five terms, 10 years, in the state House before successfully seeking the offices of secretary of state and then governor.

One party, the Democrats, controlled the legislature and the governor’s office, and Smith pointed out that southeast Missouri was heavily Democratic. Republicans have since won many state and federal offices from southeast Missouri.

“There was a time there where there was a greater spirit of cooperation,” Smith said. “At that time, once the goals were laid out, people looked for ways to achieve those goals, even though they may not agree with every aspect of it.”

Smith said Hearnes “broke some ground with his own party and steered it in a direction he thought was right for the state.” And Smith credited Hearnes with bringing Noranda Aluminum to New Madrid County, which today employs close to 1,000 people in the Missouri Bootheel.

During the service, Jerry Ford, a former state lawmaker and now a lobbyist, played a trumpet, performing “Just a Closer Walk with Thee” and “Amazing Grace.”

Ford said Hearnes was “always a straight shooter.”

Asked how Hearnes differs from the politicians of today, Ford said, “It’s pretty hard to get people to really speak their mind.”

Hearnes was married for more than 61 years to Betty Sue Cooper Hearnes, who was on hand for the ceremony along with the couples’ three daughters and their families. Betty Hearnes served 10 years as a state representative and was the unsuccessful Democratic candidate for governor in 1988. Several former governors and their wives as well as some members of Missouri’s congressional delegation also attended the ceremony.

Rev. Michael Brewer, pastor of the First Baptist Church in Charleston, said the former governor led a life of “integrity, honesty and truth.”

“He loved the state as he loved his family,” Brewer said.

Former Gov. Hearnes honored at Capitol service

JEFFERSON CITY (KMOX News / AP)  -- Former Gov. Warren Hearnes was remembered Wednesday for a "legacy of compassion" to the mentally ill and children as officials from Missouri's political past and present paid their respects at a Capitol memorial service. 

Hearnes, the first person to serve two full consecutive terms as Missouri governor, died late Sunday night at the age of 86 at his home in Charleston. He was governor from 1965-1973. 

"The people of Missouri today are the inheritors of this grand legacy," Gov. Jay Nixon said in a memorial address recounting Hearnes' accomplishments. "His life - both as a public servant and a private citizen - was a testament to the simple fact that one individual can make a difference in the lives of thousands and millions." 

Heading a bipartisan crowd of about 300 mourners were former Govs. John Ashcroft, Roger Wilson, Bob Holden and Matt Blunt, the widow of Gov. Mel Carnahan, all of Missouri's current executive officeholders and numerous state and federal legislators. 

After the service, six state troopers serving as pallbearers carried Hearnes' casket out of the Capitol Rotunda and into a hearse, then a military drum corps led a slow procession in drizzling rain around the Capitol. They stopped directly in front of the governor's Capitol office for a fly-over by four Apache helicopters and an artillery gun salute. 

Earlier in the day, Betty Hearnes paused, alone, and placed her hand upon the casket of her late husband before greeting the scores of people who passed through the Capitol to express their condolences. The casket, sitting on a marble slate, was draped with a Missouri flag Hearnes had saved for 40 years for precisely this occasion. 

After serving in the Army, Hearnes enrolled in law school and began his political career in January 1951 as a 27-year-old freshman Democrat in the state House of Representatives. Within several years, he rose to become the majority leader.

After a four-year term as secretary of state, Hearnes became Missouri's 46th governor in 1965 and quickly secured passage of a constitutional amendment allowing the chief executive to serve successive terms. He then became the first governor to do so. 

During his tenure, Missouri tripled its budget for mental health care, doubled its spending on higher education and significantly boosted state aid for K-12 public schools. To pay for that, Hearnes pushed a major tax increase through the Legislature. Voters blocked it through an initiative petition drive, but Hearnes got the Legislature to pass the tax hike again. 

Nixon noted that Hearnes also championed legislation creating the state's teacher retirement system, sheltered workshops for the developmentally disabled and the state's first civil rights act regarding public accommodations.

"In his work for children, the mentally ill, minority groups and all Missourians, Gov. Hearnes walked the path shown to us in the Gospel - that 'Whatsoever you do for the least of my people, that you do unto me,'" Nixon said.

Among the many who paused by Hearnes' casket was former Republican state Sen. J.H. Frappier, who was a House member from Florissant when Hearnes was governor. It was the manner in which Hearnes governed - not the substance of his policy - that Frappier recalled most fondly.

"He was always a gentleman, he was always courteous and he was a wonderful politician," said Frappier, 78, who now lives in Jefferson City. "I think we were fortunate to have him as long as we did."

Funeral director Elgin McMikle, who joined the mourners, reminisced of chauffeuring and golfing with Hearnes over the years, describing him as "one of the most intelligent people we had in Charleston." Added McMikle: "He's been one of the better governors we've ever had in the state of Missouri."


Jobless figures remain steady across the state

City unemployed trend also high.

COLUMBIA DAILY TRIBUNE    By T.J. Greaney 
Wednesday, August 19, 2009
Missouri’s unemployment rate was stable this month, but the city of Columbia has been experiencing a typical summer slump compounded by a bad economic situation. 

Unemployment statewide in July was unchanged at 9.3 percent with an estimated 278,000 workers out of work, the Missouri Department of Economic Development announced yesterday. While historically high, that figure was stable from June to July, fueling a guarded hope among observers that the overall swelling of the jobless rolls has leveled off.

“Obviously, you need to see more than a month to detect a trend,” said John Fougere, spokesman for the Missouri Department of Economic Development. “You hope there is a stabilization going on in employment across a number of industries, but we’ll be interested to see what happens over the next few months to detect any trends.”

Part of the reason for the stabilization has to do with the way the department counts jobs. The DED accounts for an expected seasonal decrease in jobs in the auto sector each year. Typically in July there is a temporary layoff of autoworkers as assembly lines are refitted for the next year’s models. For the most part, however, that change didn’t occur in 2009, Fougere said.

Columbia and Boone County totals for July will not be available for several days, but the May-to-June trend in Columbia grew from 6.5 percent unemployment to 8 percent — a jump of about 800 workers — and the highest unemployment rate the city has seen since at least 1990.

“That’s a big jump,” Don Laird, president of the Columbia Chamber of Commerce, said of the data. He said a slowdown in construction was the primary cause of local unemployment. “You don’t have the number of homes” being built, “and that falls into so many areas that are tied to construction, all the way down to the lumber yards to material quarries to cement — everything like that.”

Columbia typically experiences a seasonal jump in unemployment of about 1 percent beginning each June. Fougere said this is because colleges and school districts lay off “ancillary staff” during summer months. “We see the opposite effect then when we hit September,” he said.

Columbia Public Schools reduced its budget by about $4.4 million this year, partly by eliminating the positions of 33 “instructional coaches.” Those coaches were given other jobs in the school district, but the reshuffling led to layoffs of other staff who might have filed for unemployment benefits in June.

Other hourly school district workers who do not work in the summer are not considered unemployed because they continue receiving school district benefits, said Mary Laffey, the schools’ assistant superintendent for human resources. Sometimes those employees file for unemployment, but the school district challenges their claims. About 175 school bus drivers employed by First Student School Bus Transportation Services are eligible to file for unemployment in the summer and typically account for part of Columbia’s seasonal jump.

The University of Missouri does not lay off any campus facilities workers in the summer months. “We run an extremely lean staff — one of the lowest in the country — year round,” said Gary Ward, MU campus facilities director.

State borrows $75 million from reserve

The Associated Press 
Jefferson City -- Missouri is borrowing an additional $75 million from its reserve fund to keep the state's finances afloat.

The state budget office announced the move after the close of business Wednesday. The agency said it borrowed the money to ensure there is a sufficient cash balance to pay the state's obligations.

This is the second straight month Missouri has dipped into its reserves. Last month, the state borrowed $125 million from the reserve fund for cash-flow purposes.

The state's fiscal year began July 1, and money borrowed from the reserve fund must be repaid with interest by mid-May of 2010.

Express Scripts gets initial OK

By Tim Bryant
ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH

08/19/2009


JEFFERSON CITY — A state board gave preliminary support Tuesday for $3 million in bonds for Express Scripts to expand in north St. Louis County — building a drug distribution center that the company says will create almost 270 jobs. 
The Missouri Development Finance Board gave the plan a unanimous nod, and final approval could come at the board's next meeting on Sept. 15. If approved, the bonds will be made possible by Missouri's BUILD program, which requires $15 million in new investment and at least 100 new jobs over the next three years for qualifying companies. The program can fund from $500,000 to $25 million for buildings and roadwork for projects in the state.
Express Scripts, among the St. Louis region's largest employers and among the nation's largest pharmacy benefits managers, plans a nearly $60 million expansion at NorthPark, a business park across Interstate 70 from its headquarters at the University of Missouri-St. Louis.
Construction of the 221,000-square-foot building on a 12-acre site could begin next month, Express Scripts said in its application for the state bonds. Operation could begin next April and 269 jobs would be added within a year of startup, the company said. 

Express Scripts also is considering a site in Pennsylvania but wouldn't provide details on any incentives there. The company said in its application for Missouri aid that it has "largely completed" lease negotiations for a site in Bristol, Pa.
"We are still reviewing our facilities in regards to capacity, geography and future planning," said spokeswoman Maria Palumbo. "Our exploration of options for expansion continues and it is too early in the process for us to comment on specifics."
Palumbo said Express Scripts "is very appreciative" of the Missouri board's vote Tuesday.
John Fougere, spokesman for the Missouri Department of Economic Development, said state officials are hopeful "that an attractive package of incentives that includes the Missouri BUILD Program will prompt Express Scripts to strongly consider choosing the state of Missouri as a location for the company's proposed expansion."
Express Scripts also is seeking more than $2.7 million in local property tax abatements and state sales tax exemptions of $1.1 million in the first year.
Tom Rocheford, the company's vice president for facilities, told the board in a conference call Tuesday that Express Scripts plans to build a "high-volume filler," an automated pharmacy that would be the company's largest. 

Despite the recession, Express Scripts has continued to expand. It has added workers in recent months and hopes to complete by the end of the year its $4.7 billion purchase of WellPoint NextRx, a subsidiary of health insurance giant WellPoint.
Linda Martinez, head of the development finance board and the state's director of economic development, said at Tuesday's meeting that the Express Scripts plan could not only create new jobs soon but more jobs later if the company concentrates its "supply chain" activities in Missouri.
"I think this is an exciting possibility for our state," she said.

Nixon mulls CAFO options
Ruling restricts hog farm sites.

COLUMBIA DAILY TRIBUNE    By Terry Ganey
Wednesday, August 19, 2009
Gov. Jay Nixon’s administration is weighing whether the state should continue its appeal of a judge’s decision that prohibits the location of concentrated animal feeding operations near state parks and historic sites.

Scott Holste, a spokesman for Nixon’s office, said today that a meeting to discuss legal options was held this week with Department of Natural Resources Director Mark Templeton and with representatives of Attorney General Chris Koster. Holste said a decision would be made soon on whether the state would continue to pursue the case that is pending in the Missouri Court of Appeals in Kansas City.

Environmental groups, including the Sierra Club’s Missouri Clean Water Campaign, have criticized Nixon’s administration for not withdrawing the appeal, which was filed under Nixon’s predecessor, Republican Gov. Matt Blunt. 

Ken Midkiff, Clean Water Campaign chairman, said environmental groups supported Nixon, a Democrat, in last year’s election because they believed Nixon would protect state parks and historic sites.

During a Sept. 29 speech at the historic village of Arrow Rock, Nixon told members of the Missouri Parks Association that the role of DNR was to regulate polluters and, “without any doubt, protect our state parks and historic sites.”

“Apparently, gubernatorial candidate Nixon’s statements and Gov. Nixon’s actions are two completely different things,” Midkiff said.

The parks association was the plaintiff in a suit against DNR over its approval of a permit for a 4,800-head hog farm near Arrow Rock. In a decision that could affect the rest of the state, Cole County Circuit Judge Patricia Joyce ruled last summer that a CAFO could not be located within 15 miles of Arrow Rock.

Joyce later revised the buffer zone to two miles. The large hog farm was not completed, and the permit expired.

The state DNR appealed the decision, and agriculture groups such as the Missouri Farm Bureau sought to join in the case. 

Robert Brundage, an attorney for the Missouri Agribusiness Association and four other farm producer organizations involved in the case, said at this point in the litigation, his clients were “aligned” with DNR. 

He said his clients’ positions in the case will be included in written arguments that are due to be filed by the end of the month. Attempts to reach Farm Bureau representatives for comment today were unsuccessful.

Richard Miller, lawyer for the parks association as well as the Village of Arrow Rock and the Friends of Arrow Rock, said he was “very surprised” the Nixon administration is continuing the appeal in the light of the statements he made during the political campaign.

Law targets teens who text while driving

BRANSON DAILY NEWS By Autumn Fisher staff writer

Texting could soon cost teens more than just the regular monthly fee if they get caught punching the keys while driving. 
A new law set to go into effect Aug. 28 will ban anyone under the age of 21 from texting while driving. 
The law comes after the release of research suggesting that texting while driving is as dangerous as driving while intoxicated. 
Sgt. William Craft of the Hollister Police Department said the law is a step in the right direction. 
“This is a good foundation,” he said. “We have to start somewhere. Hopefully, we’ll be able to expand the law to where it includes everybody, not just those under 21.”
Craft said that driving is something that requires one’s full attention and that talking on a phone or texting behind the wheel is dangerous. 
“I’ve seen a lot of accidents that happened because a driver was looking at their phone, not the road,” he said. “I’m not sure on the exact numbers, but I know that a lot of traffic fatalities among 16-19 year olds are a result of accidents involving cell phones.”
Most of the people that the law would affect agree with Craft. 
“I think it will make things a lot safer,” said college sophomore Greg Walker. “It’s not really that big of a deal for me not to text and drive.”
John Little, a second semester college freshman, said the law is good, but it shouldn’t target only those under 21. 
“It should include everybody,” he said. “If it’s just as dangerous as driving drunk, nobody should be doing it.” 

Mo. begins anti-drunken driving campaign

Thursday, August 20, 2009

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) Missouri is starting its annual anti-drunken driving campaign.

The ''You Drink & Drive, You Lose'' campaign begins this week.

The Missouri Department of Transportation also has unveiled new roadside signs to be placed as memorials for people killed in accidents involved impaired drivers.

Missouri lawmakers approved legislation this year mandating the new roadside memorials. The blue signs bear the words ''Drunk Driving Victim!'' along with a victim's initials and date of death.

Missouri transportation officials say 262 people were killed and more than 1,100 were seriously injured last year in accidents involving impaired drivers.

Editorials … & Letters to the Editor

Taking time to listen

SEMISSOURIAN  Thursday, August 20, 2009

Officially, it's called the "summer district work period." It is the break Congress takes, lasting through Labor Day, to allow senators and representatives to visit with constituents in their home districts. During the break, some federal legislators take what they call fact-finding trips -- sometimes to war zones, sometimes to exotic locales. 

During the break, the congressional delegation representing Southeast Missouri spends much of its time at home, seeking out and listening to the concerns of residents regarding topics of national import. 

U.S. Sen. Kit Bond and U.S. Sen. Claire McCaskill have been using the break to travel across the state to get the pulse of Missourians. They are getting an earful about health-care reform. 

U.S. Rep. Jo Ann Emerson of Cape Girardeau has followed a summer-break routine that has served her well over the years. Special events include a picnic that draws hundreds of people. This year the turnout was one of the largest ever. In addition, Emerson recently visited farms and agriculture-related businesses as part of her annual farm tour. Agriculture is a major component of the economics, lifestyle and culture of her vast 8th District, which spreads across the bottom of the state almost to Springfield, Mo. 

We're glad our legislators make this effort. And we trust they are listening. 

Blunt billboard deserves light of day

Censorship attempt proves that messages cannot be suppressed.
Officials with Lamar Advertising Company thought they were acting in Roy Blunt's best interest last week. But, as the saying goes, with those kind of friends, who needs enemies?

As you might have read, Lamar's Springfield office refused to run a billboard critical of the congressman, saying he had been a friend to the outdoor advertising industry.

The move certainly didn't help the congressman, though. Instead, it brought publicity about the attempted censorship. And that spread the controversial billboard's message further than it would have gone had it simply been erected as planned along Benton Avenue.

Of course, that's how it should be.

Attempted censorship of political opinion should bring outrage -- and attention.

Refusing political ads should be done only when false claims are made, not based on whim or whether a business happens to like or support a certain candidate.

News-Leader reporter Chad Livengood jumped on the story of the rejection, in part after receiving a copy of this e-mail from Lamar: "Roy Blunt, the target of this smear campaign, is a local politician and has been a strong proponent of Outdoor Advertising in Missouri for a number of years." Huh?

What's next, television stations refusing ads from candidates who support the FCC? Newspapers barring ads from politicians whose votes caused higher paper prices? Web sites banning ads from congressmen who disagree with broadband expansion?

Wisely, Lamar officials in Baton Rouge, La., overruled the local decision. The corporate officials found nothing factually incorrect in the ad and admitted -- admirably -- that a mistake had been made.

Although the group running the ad, the Missouri Progressive Vote Coalition, has sought to link Blunt's campaign to the Lamar decision, Blunt spokesman Rich Chrismer said that's not the case.

He told us staffers on the campaign and at Blunt's congressional office did nothing to try to influence Lamar and only learned about the ad's rejection from media accounts.

Regardless, Chrismer stepped into the controversy to fire a shot at Progressive Vote, contending the group is working for Democrat Robin Carnahan, who is expected to face off against Blunt for a Senate seat.

Chrismer said: "Missourians had better get used to this kind of intimidation from Robin Carnahan's liberal special interest groups like ACORN, SEIU and the League of Conservation Voters. Roy Blunt will not be intimidated."

Strong words, yes.

But this is a political campaign. I f Blunt wants to say that in a billboard, on television ads, Tweet it or pay people to parade down Boonville Avenue in sandwich boards, he should have that option.

Voters will sort all this out for themselves. Censorship should, and usually does, backfire.

SPRINGFIELD NEWS-LEADER
Missourinet

Former Governor Hearnes praised during state funeral

Wednesday, August 19, 2009, 3:53 PM

By Brent Martin 

State funeral services for former Gov. Warren Hearnes have concluded at the Capitol, with Gov. Nixon praising Hearnes as a governor who provided a steady hand during the stormy times of the 1960s. Hearnes served as Missouri governor from 1965 to 1973. He was the first to serve consecutive terms as governor after the state constitution was changed to allow it.
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Nixon stated that it was his honor to help commemorate the life and leadership of Missouri's 46th governor. Nixon noted that Hearnes accomplished much during his time as governor, but also in her personal life, such as marrying his childhood sweetheart Betty. The two were married more than 60 years.

Nixon stated that though many years have passed since Hearnes served as governor, his legacy of compassion, action and enlightened leadership continues and endures.

The casket was closed, covered by a state flag Hearnes took with him to Charleston. He had told his wife, Betty, that he wanted that flag to drape over his coffin.

The state funeral attracted former Governors Blunt, Holden, Wilson and Ashcroft. Former Senator Jean Carnahan represented her late husband, Mel Carnahan.

Hearnes was a member of the Missouri House, where he became the Majority Floor Leader. He was elected Secretary of State prior to winning election as governor. His public service spanned almost 70 years.

After the service, the hearse carrying the former governor circled to the north side of the Capitol for military honors, including a 19-gun salute and helicopter flyover. Hearnes will be returned to Charleston, in southeast Missouri, for a visitation tomorrow evening at the First Baptist Church. His funeral will be held Friday morning at the church.

State funerals at the Capitol are rare. The first was held in April, 1918 for former Governor William Joel Stone who was governor 1893-97 and died while serving his third term in the U. S. Senate. The most recent was for Governor Mel Carnahan, held outdoors in October, 2000.

Former lawmakers remember working with Hearnes

Wednesday, August 19, 2009, 10:01 PM

By Bob Priddy 

Memories and recollections are part of the farewells to former Governor Hearnes at the Capitol and in his home town of Charleston. Two people who helped pass some of the laws that are the Hearnes legacy say accessibility and organization were a couple of reasons he succeeded.

Mary Gant Newquist was from Kansas City. Al Mueller was from St.Louis....Both remember Governor Hearnes for a kind of accessibility Governor's since have not had.. For Mueller, it was as simple as a walk down the hall.

"You could walk down to Rep. Tommy Walsh's office and Warren Hearnes would be in there at least once a week and sitting around talking to legislators," he says. 

Newquist remembers being summoned to a meeting with Hearnes who wanted her vote on an income tax increase. She says those who voted for new or increased programs were expected to support steps to finance them. 

Governor Nixon has eulogized Hearnes as "a beacon of hope" for the mentally ill. Both Mueller and Newquist agree improvements in the mental health system are his greatest legacy---but there were many, one of which is often overlooked: "He did establish the economic development and...it's a very active committee...trying to secure new businesses for the state." 

Newquist was still Mary Gant when she became the first woman elected to the state senate in 1972. Mueller also served in the Senate and later was a member of the Public Service Commission.

Military honors for Hearnes at Capitol

Wednesday, August 19, 2009, 5:18 PM

By Bob Priddy 

Military honors were part of the Hearnes memorial service at the Capitol. The hearse carrying the former Governor's body, and a limousine carrying the Hearnes family escorted by two military units marching slowly to muffled drums, paused as the procession drove around the north side of the Capitol for a flyover by four National Guard helicopters and the ceremonial nineteen-gun salute accorded to Governors. 

Hearnes was an Army lieutenant when he retired just before starting his political career. As Governor, he was the Commander-in-Chief of the Missouri National Guard, which he was forced to activate from time to time during periods of racial unrest. Hearnes was governor 1965-73. 

After the military ceremonies, the small motorcade left the Capitol for Charleston, where a visitation will be held for the Governor at the First Baptist Church late tomorrow afternoon. The funeral will be there late Friday morning. 

Study offers Missouri perspective on health care reform

Wednesday, August 19, 2009, 3:59 PM

By Steve Walsh 

The Show-Me Institute, a St. Louis-based free market think-tank, joins the health care debate with the unveiling of a study featuring a Missouri perspective on the prognosis for national health insurance. The study outlines concerns about proposals to expand the role of government in the health care market. But, more importantly, it puts forward proposals for expanding access to health care and cutting costs.
"Clearly, health care is a huge expenditure," said Jenifer Zeigler Roland, the Show-Me Institute's Director of Policy. "Whatever reform is passed on the federal level is going to have implications at the state level because if it's expansion of Medicaid or Medicare that is going to require Missouri to meet costs or extend coverage or if it has to do with regulations or mandates, there's going to be a cost at the state level, as well."
The Show-Me Institute, like the Obama Administration, acknowledges the current health care system is broken, but proposes free market solutions to fix what is broken. Roland points to what the Institute calls "the health care wedge" as standing in the way of the free market system working.
"The sorts of things that create a health care wedge are government mandates, insurance mandates and regulations that keep the insurance industry from having the freedom to offer lower cost or higher deductible policies," said Roland.
The study offers recommendations for dealing with the health care wedge, such as encouraging individual ownership of insurance policies, instead of having third party employer-based insurance.
"If you purchase that insurance on your own you don't have to risk losing it if you lose your job or if you move to another job," said Roland. "It takes away a lot of that uncertainty."
Other proposals include reforming tort liability laws, reallocating the majority of Medicaid spending into simple vouchers for low-income individuals, reducing the number of mandated benefits that insurers are required to cover, and allowing interstate purchasing of insurance.
As for costs, the study concludes greater government involvement in the health care system would impose an additional financial burden of $4,382 on every man, woman, and child in Missouri during the next decade. That estimate is based on what Show-Me Institute economists see as a projected 8.9 percent increase in national health care expenditures by 2019, an increase in medical price inflation by 5.2 percent above what it would have otherwise been by 2019, and a 5.6 percent increase over the next decade in total federal expenditures - provided the extra expenditures are not financed by a tax increase. 
Roadside memorial signs unveiled, "You Drink & Drive, You Lose" campaign kicks off

Wednesday, August 19, 2009, 3:13 PM

By Jessica Machetta 

Crosses and memorials dot the roadways marking where someone has been killed in a car accident. Now, the Missouri Department of Transporation will start erecting them too. 

MoDOT will unveil the new roadside memorial signs today for victims of impaired driving established by David’s Law, which goes into effect this month.

Spokeswoman Sandra Hentges says this is a timely event since law enforcement authorities are stepping up their efforts to stop drunk drivers at the same time. The campaign kicks off this weekend and runs through Labor Day.

She says there will be an application process to get a sign erected in the memory of a loved one, the cost will be around $600, and the department hopes to start getting them on the roadside by next Spring.

Hentges says David’s Law was sponsored by Representative Bill Deeken (R-Jefferson City.)

Gail Rehme, of Florissant, was the leading force in passing David’s Law. She is the sister of David Poenicke, a victim of a impaired driving crash.

In 2008, 262 people were killed, 1113 seriously injured and 3398 received minor injuries in crashes involving an impaired driver. 

For more, visit www.savemolives.com. (Also on Twitter at http://twitter.com/savemolives.

USA TODAY MISSOURI NEWS
MONDAY, AUGUST 17 -- St. Louis — The sixth infestation of the invasive species Chinese mystery snail has been confirmed in the state. They were found in the Niangua River. The snails are a threat because they can transmit disease, their shells can clog water intake pipes and because they compete with native snails. It's unclear how the snails came to the state.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 18 -- Clayton — A man is undergoing mental evaluation and treatment after slitting his wrists outside of the St. Louis County courthouse, then writing in blood on a window and the sidewalk. Police Chief Thomas Byrne said the incident happened around 11 a.m. Monday. The man's name was not released. 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 19 -- St. Peters — A St. Peters woman has been charged with trying to humiliate the teenage daughter of her ex-husband's girlfriend in the first test of Missouri's new "cyber bullying" law. Prosecutors said Elizabeth Thrasher, 40, posted the 17-year-old's picture, e-mail address and cellphone number in the Casual Encounters section of the online marketplace Craigslist. They said the posting's language suggested the girl was seeking sexual contact.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 20 -- Jefferson City — Officials from Missouri's political past and present paid their respects at the Capitol to former governor Warren Hearnes, the state's first two-term governor (1965 to 1973) who was renowned for bolstering state aid to education and mental health care. Hearnes, 86, died Sunday.
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