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Nixon says state's auto industry can revive

Cheryl Wittenauer
The Associated Press 
Fenton -- Democratic gubernatorial nominee Jay Nixon outlined his plans for bolstering the state's auto industry Wednesday, meeting with auto workers in a St. Louis suburb hit hard by industry layoffs.

Nixon, currently the state attorney general, told Chrysler workers in Fenton that Missouri is a prime location for the auto industry to launch production of electric and other energy-efficient vehicles.

"A whole new generation of vehicles is going to be made in this country, a whole new product line of demand," he told dozens of workers at a union hall near a Chrysler plant.

"We are better positioned to meet that need. We gotta be there."

Citing declining demand for minivans and pickups trucks, Chrysler cut a shift from the truck plant in early September and will close the minivan plant Oct. 31.

Nixon's praise of Missouri autoworkers' efficiency and work ethic played well with his audience.

Ben Harman, 43, of Ste. Genevieve, an autoworker half his life, is among the 2,400 autoworkers losing their jobs this fall in Fenton. With a 16-year-old son with cystic fibrosis, Harman isn't sure where he'll work, or get health insurance.

"As a country, as a state, as an industry, and as individuals, we're in a crisis," Harman said.

Nixon said that as governor, he would use job training, tax breaks and other financial incentives to attract and retain next-generation auto jobs in Missouri.

Winning “Got Talent” local has inaugural, state Senate connections

By Jo Mannies
Sikeston native Neal Boyd, who won the “America’s Got Talent” competition, garnered accolades Wednesday night from Gov. Matt Blunt and Lt. Gov. Peter Kinder.

Blunt and Kinder each noted that he has first hand knowledge of Boyd’s musical gifts.

Said Blunt: “Melanie and I can say we knew Neal when we were honored to have him sing our National Anthem at my inauguration in January 2005. It was an unforgettable performance and it made that day even more special for the two of us.”

“I want to congratulate Neal and his family on this tremendous achievement. Neal sang his heart out throughout the competition and tonight’s victory was well-deserved…After winning the competition Neal thanked his state and his home city of Sikeston. Tonight, Neal, the state of Missouri congratulates you and thanks you for sharing your talents and music with us.”

Said Kinder: “Neal’s story is one of hard work and determination. From his humble roots in the town of Sikeston and throughout his education at Southeast Missouri State University and the University of Missouri-Columbia, Neal has persevered to become one of the next great performers of classical music for our generation.

“Since asking Neal to perform on the opening day of the Missouri Senate several years ago, I have continued to be inspired by his amazing talents. Tonight, I join all Missourians in congratulating Neal on his tremendous success and wishing him luck on the exciting path on which he is about to embark.”

Should a politician's family be off limits?

Nixon's rapping son touches off debate

By Chad Livengood-NEWS-LEADER 
SPRINGFIELD, Mo. — With the recent revelation that Attorney General Jay Nixon's 19-year-old son, Jeremiah, is an http://www.news-leader.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20081001/BLOGS09/81001026"aspiring rapper who uses profanity-laced phrases some find offensive to women, there's a renewed age-old question out there: 

Should a candidate's children be off limits? 

What if they're adults (like Nixon's son, who goes by Jer)? 

The debate was touched off by Zac Wright, spokesman for the Missouri Democratic Party, who told the http://www.stltoday.com/blogzone/political-fix/political-fix/2008/09/nixons-son-writes-rap-music-dad-disavows-lyrics/">St. Louis Post-Dispatch: "I think families are off-limits."

That comment ruffled some feathers at the Missouri Republican Party, especially in light of the public scrutiny vice presidential candidate Sarah Palin's family has endured in the last month since the Alaska governor revealed her 17-year-old unmarried daughter is pregnant. 

Palin's judgement in supporting abstinence only sex-ed programs for public schools was called into question given her daughter's pregnancy. 

Should we question Jay Nixon's own parenting for his son's reference to women as "hos" in his rap lyrics? 

Republicans say there's a double standard being pushed by Wright and the Democrats. 

"In a perfect world that would be the case, and Republicans certainly are focused on the issues and talking about how to move Missouri and America forward, unfortunately the Democrats hypocrisy knows no bounds and they cannot hide from their past personal attacks on Republicans' families," the Missouri GOP said in an unsigned statement Wednesday. 

The http://www.news-leader.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20081001/BLOGS09/81001026"Columbia Missourian student newspaper at Mizzo first reported the story about Jer Nixon's rapping, detailing how his MySpace pages have been suddenly removed in recent days. 

The story says while Jay Nixon and his wife support their son's hobby, they don't condone some of his profanity-laced rhymes or their message. 

Nixon spokesman Oren Shur told the Missourian: : "Jay loves his son, but certainly some of the lyrics in these rap songs show some poor judgment. There's really nothing cool about it. But it's important to Jay and Georganne that Jer have a normal college experience and not be dragged into this political campaign." 

The Missouri Republican Party posed this interesting scenario in its press release Wednesday:
"Does anyone honestly believe that the Democrat Party or the big-city liberal media wouldn't fall all over themselves writing story after story if Governor Blunt's brother had produced a rap album referring to women as "hos," or if his sister had called the people of Jefferson City which includes thousands of state workers and law enforcement "white trash" or if their "music" included other violent and offensive lyrics?"
The Missouri Republican Party statement added: "Something for the Democrats to think about next time they drag someone through the mud as they are so often prone to do."
Those quotes are direct references to phrases in music Jer Nixon's recorded with friends while in high school in a group called "B.A.L.L.S.," according to the Columbia Missourian.
So, given the way Palin's family has been scrutinized, is there a double standard here?
Should politicians be off limits?

 St. Louis has unparalleled past with debates

By Jo Mannies
POST-DISPATCH REGIONAL POLITICAL CORESPONDENT

10/02/2008

In 1992, Democratic Bill Clinton couldn't find a home for his post-debate rally.
In 1996, Clinton didn't show up for his debate at all.
In 2000, a plane crash killed Missouri's governor, turning the usual headline-grabbing presidential debate into an afterthought.
And by the time the debate rolled into town in 2004, Missouri was a political afterthought — already deemed a GOP lock. 
All of those episodes are woven into the fabric of St. Louis' (and Washington University's) unparalleled role in the nation's presidential debates.
No other university or city can claim such a string.
Ironically, tonight's vice presidential face-off between Republican Sarah Palin and Democrat Joe Biden was initially seen as a consolation prize.
When the locales were announced more than a year ago, Washington University learned that it had lost out for one of the three presidential debates. In fact, Washington University initially had been passed over entirely — until Washington State University backed out as a vice presidential debate host.
Washington State officials say now that they had trouble finding corporate sponsors.
But tonight's Palin-Biden debate is shaping up as perhaps the real marquee event of the debate season. Some experts predict it will attract more TV viewers, and perhaps have more political impact, than any of the three debates between the presidential nominees, Democrat Barack Obama and Republican John McCain.
Washington University Vice Chancellor Steve Givens even admits the campus had a bit of a scare last week, when there was talk of perhaps postponing last week's McCain-Obama debate at the University of Mississippi and moving it to Washington University.
Without knocking the trio of Obama-McCain face-offs, Givens said with emphasis, "We're very happy to be doing the vice presidential debate.'' 
Tonight's event will no doubt add to the trove of stories about all those earlier presidential debates in St. Louis.
For those who weren't around, here's some of the past highlights, from a local perspective, that likely won't be in any history books.
1992
Washington University's first foray into the debate arena was historic because it was the first presidential debate to feature three candidates — incumbent Republican George Bush, Democrat Bill Clinton and independent Ross Perot.
At the time, Clinton held a double-digit over Bush in most polls and many GOP and Democratic leaders viewed Perot as a potential spoiler.
But locally, arguably the most memorable aspect of that first St. Louis debate was Clinton's high-profile trouble in finding a location for the traditional post-debate rally.
The event was first slated to be held on campus, but then some Republicans asserted that university's tax-exempt status could be at risk. The rally then was moved to the Muny, but officials there backed out at the last minute over the same tax-exempt concerns. Clinton's camp blamed GOP intrigue, noting that Bush had no trouble holding his rally at Forest Park Community College.
Clinton's event ended up in Forest Park.
1996
St. Louis and Washington University were again set to host the first presidential debate. Construction was under way and the commemorative buttons and bags already in circulation when Clinton and Republican rival Bob Dole agreed to pare down the number of debates. 
St. Louis got knocked off the schedule. Clinton said he needed to be at the United Nations to sign a nuclear test-ban treaty.
But Dole showed up in town anyway, holding a rally at St. Louis University to protest the debate cancellation. Perot made a visit a few hours later, to protest being pushed out as a debate participant.
2000
Washington University was awarded the third and final presidential debate that year between Democrat Al Gore and Republican George W. Bush, in part as a reward for the 1996 debacle.
The nation's eyes were St. Louis that day, but not because of the debate. The night before, Missouri Gov. Mel Carnahan died in a plane crash, along with his son and a key aide.
The morning after, with the presidential debate just hours away, there was talk of postponing the event for a day or two, because of the tragedy.
In the end, Bush and Gore's last debate was held here on schedule, but it opened with a moment of silence for the state's loss.
The traditional post-debate events were either canceled or low-key.
2004
Washington University was selected for the second of three debates between Bush and Democrat John Kerry, this one featuring a town hall format.
But most of the news surrounding the event centered on talk that Kerry was pulling out his campaign staff, because Missouri voters were seen as a lock for Bush.
At a news conference that morning, national Democrats dismissed such talk. Bush, meanwhile, was staying over to headline a fundraising event downtown the next morning.
The president left town jubilant over his chances of carrying Missouri, and winning re-election. He was followed out of the state a few days later by Kerry's campaign staff.

Bond, McCaskill agree — both hate bailout, both vote for it

By Jo Mannies
Missouri’s two U.S. senators, Republican Christopher “Kit” Bond and Democrat Claire McCaskill, both voted with the overwhelming majority tonight — 75 for, 24 against — in favor of the $850 billion bailout that many now call “the financial rescue plan.”
But both made clear that they really, truly, didn’t want to.
First, the statement sent by McCaskill:
“This bill stinks but the alternative is much worse. 
While many Missourians may not feel it yet, with no action most of the people that live in my state will be harmed, many significantly, in a matter of months. I’m proud at least that we said no to the ridiculous proposal of the Bush administration. We now will limit executive compensation, provide strong oversight, limit taxpayer money involved, and work to restore regulation to the Wild West of Wall Street. While our government will buy troubled assets, we now have a plan that will not reward the greedy yahoos at these financial institutions and give taxpayers a realistic chance of actually making money on this deal.”
And now from Bond:
“I share Missourians’ anger over this financial emergency but I fear without immediate action this crisis will spread to Main Street hurting workers who may not get paychecks, small businesses who may fail, farmers who may not get operating loans and families who may not get the home loans, car loans or student loans they need.”
The credit crunch is a very real emergency that is already impacting Main Street America – states and localities are struggling to obtain financing for critical road and building projects, seniors are seeing their retirement savings fall in value, small businesses are unable to get funding to meet payroll, and students can’t obtain loans for tuition.  Today’s action in the Senate is critical to keep this crisis from hurting families and workers even more, stressed Bond.  If the House fails to act on the Senate-passed bill, this crisis will spread even further — farmers won’t be able to get loans to buy fertilizer and seeds, families won’t be able to get home and auto loans, and workers will be laid off…”
Nixon rips Hulshof school plan, suggests private donations to bolster urban schools

  Democrat Jay Nixon ripped Republican opponent Kenny Hulshof for pushing the use of public money to pay private school tuition for kids in the chronically troubled districts of Kansas City and St. Louis.
   Nixon’s campaign for governor put out a statement calling Hulshof’s plan “little more than another voucher scheme – a backdoor attempt to subsidize private schools with tax dollars.”

    Actually, the tuition part of Hulshof’s plan was more of a front-door effort to create a voucher plan. Hulshof even said that the public should not fear the word voucher – popular programs like Pell grants and the GI Bill provide vouchers for public or private college tuition. 

   Missouri, Hulshof said, should apply the same logic to public schools to save a generation of children trapped in low-income neighborhoods with failing schools. 

   But Nixon said such a system would siphon off resources needed by school districts already struggling to meet the needs of impoverished students. Instead, Nixon proposed the creation of local foundations funded by business leaders and concerned groups. The foundations would pay for educational programs that would improve the existing school districts. 

   “Jay believes we must begin anew with the vision of our local schools as the crown jewel of the community,” Nixon’s campaign said in a statement. “Nowhere is this more important than in our challenged districts, where immediate investment and community buy-in are needed most.”

   The foundation idea was part of a five-part plan Nixon issued. Nixon also proposed a program to provide incentives, such as forgiveness of college loans or bonus pay, to attract high-quality teachers and administrators to failing districts. 

   Nixon called for reduced class sizes and greater reliance on fully staffed alternative schools. Such schools would be better able to deal with disruptive students and could provide individualized instruction, if necessary. They would provide troubled students with another chance to work toward graduation. 

   Nixon also called for expanded vocational and technical training for students not headed to college. 
Submitted by Kit Wagar KC STAR PRIME BUZZ BLOG
Record voter turnout expected in Missouri

 Maria Hickey, KWMU ST. LOUIS (2008-10-01) 
Election officials in Missouri are gearing up for what could be record turn-out on November 4. 

Secretary of State Robin Carnahan said national predictions are as high as 80 percent. She said if that holds true in Missouri, it will mean 500,000 more people at the polls. 
Carnahan said polling places also will be prepared for heightened scrutiny in what could be a close election. 

While there's been talk in other states of Republicans using foreclosure lists to challenge people's residency, the Democratic Secretary of State says she doesn't expect that in Missouri. 

"I see no place for that in our state," Carnahan said. "The rules are clear. If you are living in a residence that's your residence for voting purposes. If you've moved to another residence you need to update your address or go through that process on Election Day." 

Carnahan said those who have moved or changed their name should register to vote by next Wednesday's deadline. 

Those who move within the same jurisdiction may change their address on the day of the election. 

Mo. gov. tours areas producing energy

The Associated Press 

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. -- Gov. Matt Blunt tours the state to visit examples of domestic energy production.

Blunt started the daylong tour Wednesday at a maximum security prison in Jefferson City that is using methane from a landfill to heat water. The methane also is providing electricity for a neighborhood in Columbia, which is about 30 miles away.

Blunt said that using the methane will save the prison $500,000 in energy costs. 

The governor was also visiting a wind farm in Rock Port in northwest Missouri, a hydrogen vehicle filling station in Rolla and a natural gas pipeline in Bowling Green in the northeastern part of the state. 

The Missouri "Bluebird" may be missing from your next vanity plate

By Michael Sorkin
ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH

10/02/2008


Missouri's vanity license plates — you know, the ones that let you express yourself to other motorists for an extra $15 — will look a bit different next year.
The state bird, the bluebird, will be on some vanity plates but not others.
It will still be on the personalized plates, the ones with your name, your cutie's name or some other six-digit or letter phrase.
It won't be on so-called specialty plates, the ones that show you're a pet-friendly supporter of the Humane Society, member of the National Guard, friend of the Conservation Commission or maybe a member of Congress. 
The old graduated teal color changes to blue at the bottom of the plate and then white at the top.
And the little squiggly line that's underneath the word "Missouri" will be missing.
The Missouri Revenue Department mailed announcements Wednesday advising motorists to reserve their plate for next year if they have one they want to keep.
Each notice contains a pin number you can use to reserve your plate online and designate the contract license office where you want to pick it up. Consumers with more than one vanity plate will receive a separate notice for each.
For the next six weeks, you can still get a vanity plate that looks like the one you have. After Nov. 14, you'll get one of the new ones. You can order a plate that's good for up to 30 months.
Missouri has issued about 5.9 million license plates. The standard "stamped" plates are made by state prisoners at the Algoa Correctional Center in Jefferson City.
Vanity plates are made by the Irwin-Hodson Company in Portland, Ore. The state Revenue Department said it didn't know how many vanity plates it has sold and was setting up a computer program to find out.
With the exception of motorcycles and certain heavy trucks, beginning next year, all specialized and personalized license plates will expire in July.
For more information, click onto dor.mo.gov/mvdl/motorv/plates. 

Coast Guard hears support for Boonville bridge 
By TERRY GANEY of the Tribune’s staff 

Published Wednesday, October 1, 2008 

BOONVILLE - Preservationists who want to keep the old railroad lift-bridge over the Missouri River at Boonville need to gain ownership of the structure from Union Pacific Railroad if they hope to save it, a U.S. Coast Guard official said last night. 

Roger Wiebusch, a Coast Guard bridge administrator, said because the bridge was no longer in operation, it was an obstacle to navigation and would have to be dismantled. The railroad plans to use some of its trusses to build a new bridge over the Osage River near Jefferson City. 

About 90 people attended a public hearing at the Isle of Capri Casino to voice opposition to the plan. They said the bridge was a historic artifact that draws tourists to the region. Many testified that if the structure were put back into operation as a hiking and biking bridge, it could become the "crown jewel" of the Katy Trail. 

"The trail will be an immense benefit to the region and the state," said Dave Angle of Columbia. "The public interest is to not pull this down. The public interest is to keep this heritage intact. It’s our history." 

Wiebusch said he understood the passion behind saving the bridge. 

"You cannot overlook the public right that" the Union Pacific Railroad "own(s) the bridge, and they have the right to determine its future," he said. "They can decide what they are going to do with it. If you owned the bridge, there would be a completely different discussion." 

While several representatives of the Omaha-based railroad were on hand, none testified. Roy Farwell, an attorney, said in response to a question from the crowd that the railroad was not interested in donating the bridge but that it could be sold. No price was mentioned. 

Mark Davis, a UP spokesman, said in an interview there had been negotiations in the past about selling the bridge. He said the railroad valued the steel structure at $5 million to $10 million, depending how much of it was salvaged to use in the new structure over the Osage. In discussions with U.S. Sen. Claire McCaskill earlier this year about the fate of the bridge, UP Chief Executive Jim Young mentioned a figure of $8 million. 

Those seeking to preserve the bridge believe their bargaining position will improve with time and the possible election of Democrat Jay Nixon, a candidate for governor in the Nov. 4 election. As attorney general, Nixon went to court to keep the bridge as part of the Katy Trail, but courts ruled the state had no property right to the bridge. 

A Nixon campaign spokesman said Nixon believes the bridge is part of the trail, and he will do everything possible to preserve the trail. 

Congressman Kenny Hulshof, the Republican candidate for governor, believes that no public funds should be spent on the bridge issue. But Hulshof supports any private arrangement that could be worked out between preservationists and the railroad. 

The bridge, which opened in 1932, has engineering significance with a center lift span of 408 feet. The bridge has not been used for more than 20 years, and the Coast Guard has been calling for its removal since the 1990s. Last night’s hearing, required by federal law, was designed to collect ideas about how to preserve memories of the bridge. 

Drew Delle Donne, an architect with the New York engineering firm of Hardesty and Hanover, presented several possibilities for using the bridge. One idea is to build a walkway and bikeway using the existing structure, with the lift span in the "up" position. Another possibility would be to restore the lift span and use it as part of the trail, raising the central span when barge traffic approaches. Other alternatives involve removing the bridge and placing parts of it on shore at a nearby steamboat museum. 

Wiebusch said the Coast Guard hopes to complete the required historic review process by December. Under that timeline, the railroad could seek bids for a contractor to begin dismantling the bridge in the spring, Davis said. 

Bill Hart, representing the Missouri and National Trust for Historic Preservation, said he was concerned the timeline would not provide enough time for review and comment. Wiebusch responded that there could be additional public meetings on the issue.

Editorials … & Letters to the Editor

Missouri’s fee-office system: A relic calling out for reform

KC STAR

Missouri’s archaic tradition of awarding lucrative motor vehicle fee office contracts to big campaign contributors came in for national ridicule this week.

“… it looks like the days of Boss Tweed or the Pendergast machine,” a high-ranking staffer in the U.S. Justice Department wrote in an e-mail.

The remark was a side comment in a long inspector general’s report about the Justice Department’s failure to protect nine U.S. attorneys from political interference.

The assessment on the Missouri practice is scathingly on point. The state’s method of assigning friends and benefactors of the party in power to operate its motor vehicle offices is a travesty that should have ended long ago.

The major-party candidates in the governor’s race have acknowledged that reality. Republican Kenny Hulshof and Democrat Jay Nixon both say they would end the patronage system.

That’s good news. The test for Missouri’s new governor will be to replace the current system with something better.

The next administration must avoid, at all costs, the bedlam that ensued four years ago when the new governor, Matt Blunt, placed many of the state’s 182 fee offices under new management.

In Kansas City, the busy downtown office closed down entirely for a few weeks, resulting in inconvenienced citizens and long lines at other offices throughout the area.

Some people waited hours to obtain or renew driver’s licenses, register vehicles and complete other tasks required by the state.

Since then, the Department of Revenue has ramped up training for operators of the offices, and sent out more inspectors to make sure the bureaus are running smoothly.

In a positive change, Blunt has begun bidding out contracts for fee offices as they become available. Nine bureaus are being managed by operators — non-profit groups or local governments in some cases — who submitted competitive proposals.

Operators of motor vehicle bureaus get to keep the “processing fees,” which range from $2.50 to $7 a transaction. They can add up to tens of thousands of dollars in profits.

Hulshof announced early in his campaign that he would not dole out contracts to reward loyal donors. His administration would instead place all offices up for bid, he said.

Current operators who are doing a good job, based on a point system, could continue running the offices during the transition period.

Nixon would scrap the patronage system and appoint a commission to recommend a new method for operating the fee offices, a spokesman said.

Current operators would be allowed to continue during a transition period on a case-by-case basis.

Missouri’s fee-office network drew the attention of the U.S. Justice Department after Blunt awarded a contract to the wife of Todd Graves, who was U.S. attorney for the Western District of Missouri at the time. Graves’ brother-in-law also received a contract.

A Justice Department official determined that the arrangement didn’t pose a conflict for Graves but criticized the whole set-up: “It strikes me that this is more an indictment of the system out there.”

If candidates for governor keep their word, the “system out there” will be changing.

It’s about time. Visits to a fee office are unavoidable for most citizens, so they should be made as painless as possible. A new system should make fairness, efficiency and customer service the top priorities.

Thursday editorial: Show-me show time

STL TODAY - By Editorial Board
[image: image14.jpg]


Eleven months ago, when the Commission on Presidential Debates announced that Washington University would host the vice presidential debate this year, it was a little like being awarded the ArenaBowl instead of the Super Bowl. Indoor football’s championship game is a nice event, but it ain’t the NFL.
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My, how Sarah Palin has changed things.

Republican Sen. John McCain’s selection of the Alaska governor as his running mate changed the math, at least as far as St. Louis’ always fragile self-esteem is concerned. Tonight’s debate between Ms. Palin and Democratic Sen. Joe Biden of Delaware has become must-see TV. By some estimates, the television audience could exceed the 52.4 million who watched last Friday’s first presidential debate between Mr. McCain and Sen. Barack Obama of Illinois.

Some 3,000 media credentials have been issued. The Hilltop Campus has been strung with miles of telecommunications cable and festooned with enough cops and cyclone fence to lock down a medium-security institution.

With due respect to his distinguished 35-year Senate career, Joe Biden is not the attraction. Joe Biden is about as exciting as the Rams. Joe Biden can’t get a front-page headline even when he puts Franklin Roosevelt in the White House four years early and on television when Philo T. Farnsworth still was working out the bugs.

No, Sarah Palin — her quirky resume, her stunning ascendance, her electrifying convention speech and her subsequent struggles to demonstrate fundamental competence and knowledge of the issues — is the reason for the fuss.

There are two ways this debate could go: One, it’s a train wreck, painful to watch, and Mr. McCain’s campaign will suffer blunt trauma. Two, Ms. Palin will rise to the occasion. She’s been cloistered with coaches and advisers all week; if she has crammed enough knowledge into her head and can summon it on command in semi-complete sentences, she may emerge unscathed.

And if she can do that under fire from Mr. Biden, it will be the greatest performance at a Washington University gymnasium since the one-legged American gymnast George Eyser won three golds medals at the 1904 Olympic Games.

But as long as the spectacle is in town, we’ll offer a little local color and some questions that the two candidates and moderator Gwen Ifill of PBS could address tonight:

· Unemployment numbers for August came out this week. More than 103,000 people in the 16-county St. Louis metropolitan region were out of work. That 7.2 percent rate is 1.1 percentage points higher than the national rate. Can we talk a little about jobs? 

· We have a pretty low tax burden — 32nd among the 50 states, all taxes combined, and the 15th lowest business costs. So why does a Forbes magazine survey rank Missouri 30th in its list of desirable places to do business? 

· Might education have something to do with it? We’re 42nd in what we pay our teachers and 37th among the percentage of college graduates in the work force. 

· We’re proud of our agriculture industry — No. 2 in the number of farms — but a lot of rural Missourians are hurting. The average rural Missourian earns $10,000 a year less than the average urban Missourian. Can you explain why that should be? 

· The state’s poverty rate rose from 11.7 percent in 2001 to 13 percent in 2007, and that was before the recession took hold. When is that trickle-down thing going to get here? 

· Out of a population of 5.8 million, 729,000 Missourians don’t have health insurance; 150,000 of them are children. One of every 6.5 Missourians is enrolled in the food stamp program. Too many of us can’t afford to eat and definitely can’t afford to get sick. Got any thoughts on that? 

Welcome to Missouri. It’s the Show-me state. And it’s show time.

Bond should allow interview
Deny involvement in DOJ probe under oath, not through a letter.
When a politician apologizes, an investigation usually is already ongoing or about to start.

For Missouri Sen. Kit Bond, it's both.

His office has already been extensively questioned in a U.S. Department of Justice probe of the firings of nine federal prosecutors in 2006.

Now, a watchdog group is calling for Bond himself to be investigated by the Senate Ethics Committee. That's because it is now apparent at least one member of Bond's staff pushed for the firing of one of the prosecutors, former U.S. Attorney Todd Graves.

Bond this week apologized for his staff but says he did not approve of a move to oust Graves or know of any pressure from his office.

Still, the senator declined to be interviewed for the Department of Justice probe, issuing a letter denying involvement instead. That's perplexing. If the senator wasn't involved, an interview might have given questioners more evidence to clear him.

This isn't a politically motivated vendetta, and our view isn't rooted in politics. Graves is a Republican. The DOJ probe shows Bond's office was upset with Graves because of a feud between the office and another Republican: Graves' brother, U.S. Rep. Sam Graves.

"The evidence showed that the primary reason for Graves' removal was complaints from the staff of Missouri Sen. Christopher "Kit" Bond," concluded a 358-page report from the DOJ's Office of Inspector General, titled "An Investigation into the Removal of Nine U.S. Attorneys in 2006."

The entire document can be viewed online at this address http://www.usdoj.gov/opr/us-att-firings-rpt092308.pdf, and Graves references start on page 99.

Graves had held a powerful post -- with federal prosecutorial clout in all of Missouri's western district, including Springfield. That a lawman could be ousted at the insistence of a staffer working for a senator, unbeknownst to the senator himself, might be scarier than Bond pulling the strings in this.

The senator needs to answer -- under oath. In this case, an orchestrated public mea culpa isn't enough.

SPRINGFIELD NEWS-LEADER
SPRINGFIELD NEWS-LEADER VOICE OF THE DAY

Prosecutors wrong to use intimidation tactic

Gov. Matt Blunt 
The security of constitutional rights and the integrity of law enforcement are essential parts of my oath to uphold the laws and constitution. I recently issued a statement condemning outrageous tactics by St. Louis area law enforcement precisely because the issues are civic and public and not political in nature.

Your editorial overlooked completely the assault on free speech in St. Louis City and St. Louis County. Let me provide the facts that escaped your notice. KMOV-TV in St. Louis is a recognized news-gathering organization. It aired a story on local prosecutors prepared to target those who made statements in opposition to Senator Obama's candidacy that they believed to be false. The prosecutors suggested that making such statements could somehow be a violation of the law and that they would "respond" promptly.

Law enforcement officials are entrusted with extraordinary powers. They must be careful with their language. When they suggest that statements made in opposition to a candidate could be a violation of the law and that they will be prepared to respond then they are intimidating voters and chilling political discussion.

If any campaign -- including McCain-Palin -- replicated this anti-First Amendment strategy, I would issue a similar statement condemning their intimidation. Law enforcement officials who choose to support, endorse or speak for a political candidate must take great care to assure people that they will not use their powers against those who are exercising rights that are precious to every American, were purchased with the blood of patriots, and are guaranteed by the state and federal constitutions.

The language of enforcement -- targeting, respond, violations of the law -- is intolerably offensive to the values of a free society when applied to politics. It attaches the stench of a police state to Missouri's civic life. It can be explained by impossibly poor judgment or by a desire to bully and chill speech the Obama campaign does not like. But it cannot be excused.

If the News-Leader chooses to let the First Amendment go overboard, that is sad, but it is not my decision. As for me, I will strongly oppose the use of law enforcement as a vehicle for loose and outrageous talk about "targeting" people who express their views on candidates and political issues. I am astonished that you would call on me to keep quiet while political partisans act to chill free speech. Here is my answer to your call: "Not a chance."

The Obama campaign's tactics were so brazen that they have gained national attention. Your outrage should be directed against any faction that attempts to intimidate voters and stifle free discourse.

Missourians entrust their law enforcement professionals with extraordinary power. Senator Obama and his helpers should cease and desist from this ugly enterprise and apologize to Missourians for their very poor judgment.

In America, we decide elections with free and open debate, not with intimidation or threats.

Editor's note: Despite our questions raised about the propriety of the governor's office making partisan statements, the office confirmed the above statement was also prepared by the governor's staff for delivery to the News-Leader.
Missourinet

Senate approves revised rescue plan; House to reconsider

Thursday, October 2, 2008, 6:21 AM

By Brent Martin 

Tweaks have been made in hopes of rescuing a rescue plan to shore up the nation's financial system. The Senate has passed it. Now, the issue returns to the House.

Senator McCaskill (D) says she understands why the public hasn't supported the plan.

"The problem that you have right now is that I think the information many Americans have received is 'Greedy jerks on Wall Street get my money'. Of course, everybody is opposed to that. Who wants to give money to greedy jerks on Wall Street?" McCaskill said in a conference call with reporters.

McCaskill insists this plan doesn't do that. It provides up to a $700 billion dollar infusion of cash into the financial sector to get credit flowing again. The money would be used by the Treasury Department to buy assets that are dragging down financial institutions, many bundled mortgages that lost value in the sub prime mess. $250 billion would be released right away. The remainder would be available upon approval by Congress. Added to the package are more than $100 billion in business and family tax breaks and a temporary increase in the limit of federal insurance on bank deposits from $100,000 to $250,000. Proponents say that is necessary to keep bank customers from pulling unprotected sums and switching them to other financial institutions, further undermining the ability to make loans.

McCaskill was among the 74 senators who voted for the revised plan.

"This isn't pretty, but the alternative is a lot uglier," McCaskill said, "I think it's the best thing for our country, the best thing for our economy and the best thing for working families in Missouri."

The House defeated a similar measure Monday. The tax breaks have been inserted in an effort to attrack more Republican votes. House leaders have scheduled a vote tomorrow on the Senate package.

Sikeston native wins reality show

Thursday, October 2, 2008, 10:04 AM

By Aurora Meyer 

He did it and now Missouri has yet another reality TV winner. Opera singer Neal E. Boyd, 32, won the third season of NBC's America's Got Talent last night. 

Tear streamed down his face as he learned he won by the closest margin in the show's history, less than a half of a percent. 

"I love you, mom," Boyd said. "I love you, Sikeston. I love you, Missouri." 

Boyd, grew up in Sikeston and now lives in the St. Louis area where he was an insurance salesman. He graduated from Southeast Missouri State University in Cape Girardeau.

As the winner he received $1 million dollars and will perform in his own show in Las Vegas.

All eyes on Sarah Palin as Washington University hosts VP debate

Wednesday, October 1, 2008, 7:56 PM

By Steve Walsh 

The eyes of America's political observers will be on Washington University in St. Louis tonight for the vice presidential debate between Democrat Joe Biden and Republican Sarah Palin.

For many Americans, this will the first chance to get an in-depth look at the Alaska Governor. And, heading into the debate, Republican officials say they're excited about Palin and how she will perform.

Republican National Committee Deputy Chairman Frank Donatelli says Palin has been great for the campaign. Donatelli's advice to Palin is to come across as herself, saying people can tell when a candidate is not being genuine. He adds Palin - like most politicians - will have a better opportunity to shine in an uncut debate than in an edited interview.

Governor Blunt "talks trash" to promote alternative energy use

Wednesday, October 1, 2008, 6:31 PM

By Steve Walsh 

Governor Matt Blunt (R-MO) spends some time, Wednesday, touring the state to highlight the different ways Missouri is helping to make the country more energy independent.

The first stop was the site of a project created to use renewable energy to heat the Jefferson City Correctional Center. Blunt says the project, which turns trash from a nearby landfill into fuel, saves taxpayer dollars and is good for the environment.

The Governor also toured the Rockies Express natural gas pipeline in Bowling Green. The so-called REX natural gas pipeline is one of the largest natural gas pipelines in North America. The pipeline, when complete, will measure 1,679 miles from Rio Blanco County, Colorado, to Monroe County, Ohio.

New program will address shortage in mental health nurses

Wednesday, October 1, 2008, 3:20 PM

By Aurora Meyer 

An estimated one fifth of American children have a mental disorder, but with a shortage of mental health professionals, only one third of those children receive treatment, according to the Center for Mental Health Services. In Missouri only 27 advanced practice nurses are certified in child and family mental health nursing. 

"It's a concern because if there aren't enough nurses or mental health professionals to provide services to these children and their families then there are many more problems in the school system," said University of Missouri nursing professor Jane Bostick. "As they grow later in adults it seems if they have better mental health care in the early stages it becomes less of a problem when they're an adult."

A new University of Missouri program will offer a post master's certificate in child and family mental health. Bostick said her students have been asking for such a program for a long time.

"One thing they've been saying is they're asked to do this in their present job and they feel that they need this background so that they can do a good job of it," she said.

The Bureau of Health Professions, part of the Health Resources and Services Administration, awarded the University of Missouri Sinclair School of Nursing a $370,000 grant to develop the certificate program. The nursing school will work with the College of Education to pool resources and faculty. 

The certificate will be offered on campus and online. Students enrolled in the online course will not be charged out-of-state tuition. 

McCain on the economy in Independence

Wednesday, October 1, 2008, 1:54 PM

By Aurora Meyer 

Republican presidential candidate John McCain told supporters at the Truman Presidential Library in Independence that he sees the federal bailout bill as a chance for Congress to come together. If the bill fails again, he said the crisis will become a disaster.

"As credit disappears, students will no longer be able to get loans for college and families looking for a new home will be unable to get a loan," McCain said. "New car sales will come to a halt, businesses will have difficulty securing credit for operations and may be unable to pay employees. If we fail to act the gears of the economy will grind to a halt."            

While Congress prepares to act on the financial crisis, they've failed to address the root problem: the housing crisis, he said.

"In the face of mounting job losses, we still have not yet taken action to put our economy back on track with policies that would encourage job creation or with updates to an unemployment system and job training programs that were created for the 1950's," McCain said. "Our government is on the wrong track."

McCain said he will be returning to Washington for the Senate vote on the bailout bill. Senate leaders have scheduled a vote for tonight. 

"There will be a time to fix the blame for all that has happened especially in the case of Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac and the abuses and political deal making that corrupted those institutions, but our duty right now is to fix the problem," McCain said.

USA TODAY MISSOURI NEWS
Thursday, October 2
Forsyth - A teenager who accused Ozark police of zapping him excessively with a stun gun in July faces two felonies after police say he shot at a house and car in August. Mace Hutchinson, 17, of Branson is charged in Taney County with armed criminal action and discharging or shooting a firearm from a motor vehicle. 

Wednesday, October 1
St. Louis - Stan Kann, a theater organist whose collection of antique vacuums and strange gadgets cracked up Johnny Carson and made him a regular on The Tonight Show, has died. He was 83. Kann played the Fox Theater in St. Louis for 22 years before moving to Los Angeles in 1975. 

Tuesday, September 30
St. Louis - For the past three years, some employees in Lt. Gov. Kinder's office have divvied up the paychecks of co-workers who took unpaid leave to do political work, The St. Louis Post-Dispatch reported. Kinder, a Republican, said the employees received temporary pay increases because they took on some of the duties of the worker who took leave. Usually, the employee would leave for a few months to work for Kinder's political allies. 

Monday, September 29
University City - Thousands of people in eastern Missouri are still coping with the destruction from flash flooding on Sept. 14. Hundreds of homes have been condemned pending repairs. Many homeowners have no flood insurance and will not be able to get relief, the St. Louis Post-Dispatch reported.
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