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SECOND REGULAR SESSION

EIGHTH DAY—WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 20, 2016

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment.

President Kinder in the Chair.

Reverend Carl Gauck offered the following prayer:

“A word fitly spoken is like gold.” (Proverbs 25:11)

Gracious Lord, we are so mindful how people listen to what we say and how they use our words for good or ill. So, help us to prepare
well for what we say and write and be efficient and aware of those who are our audience. May we also be mindful of how we too listen, so we
hear what is said and not what we may have thought was conveyed. And we pray, bless us to study and be disciplined in what we need to
accomplish here that is helpful for others. In Your Holy Name we pray. Amen.

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was recited.

A quorum being established, the Senate proceeded with its business.

The Journal of the previous day was read and approved.

The following Senators were present during the day’s proceedings:

Present—Senators
Brown Chappelle-Nadal Cunningham Curls Dixon Emery Hegeman
Holsman Keaveny Kehoe Kraus Libla Munzlinger Nasheed
Onder Parson Pearce Richard Riddle Romine Sater
Schaaf Schaefer Schatz Schmitt Schupp Sifton Silvey
Wallingford Walsh Wasson Wieland—32

Absent—Senators—None

Absent with leave—Senators—None

Vacancies—2

The Lieutenant Governor was present.

RESOLUTIONS

Senator Onder offered Senate Resolution No. 1279, regarding James Andrzejewski, which was adopted.
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CONCURRENT RESOLUTIONS

Senators Schupp, Keaveny, Walsh, Schaaf, Nasheed, Sifton, Holsman, Curls and Chappelle-Nadal
offered the following concurrent resolution: 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 57

Relating to the ratification of the Equal Rights Amendment to the United States Constitution.

WHEREAS, three years after women won the right to vote, the Equal Rights Amendment to the United States Constitution, authored by

Alice Paul, head of the National Women’s Party, was introduced in Congress by Senator Curtis and Representative Anthony, both Republicans;

and

WHEREAS, the Equal Rights Amendment to the United States Constitution passed the United States Senate and then the United States

House of Representatives, and on March 22, 1972, the proposed Amendment to the United States Constitution was sent to the states for

ratification; and

WHEREAS, the Equal Rights Amendment to the United States Constitution states:

“Section 1. Equality of rights under the law shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any state on account of sex.

Section 2. The Congress shall have the power to enforce, by appropriate legislation, the provisions of this article.

Section 3. This amendment shall take effect two years after the date of ratification.”; and

WHEREAS, Congress placed a deadline of June 30, 1982, on the ratification process and thirty-five states ratified the proposed

Amendment before the deadline; and

WHEREAS, Congress may not have the constitutional authority to place a deadline on the ratification process; and

WHEREAS, Article V of the United States Constitution allows the General Assembly of the State of Missouri to ratify this proposed

Amendment to the Constitution of the United States; and

WHEREAS, the General Assembly of the State of Missouri finds that the proposed Amendment is meaningful and needed as part of the

United States Constitution and that the present political, social and economic conditions are the same as or are even more demanding today

than they were when the proposed Amendment was first submitted for adoption:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the members of the Missouri Senate, Ninety-eighth General Assembly, Second Regular

Session, the House of Representatives concurring therein, hereby ratify the Equal Rights Amendment to the United States Constitution; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Senate be instructed to prepare a properly inscribed copy of this resolution for

the Archivist of the United States, Washington, D.C.; the Vice President of the United States; the Speaker of the United States House of

Representatives; and each member of the Missouri Congressional delegation with request that it be printed in the Congressional Record.

Read 1st time.

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

The following Bills were read the 1st time and ordered printed:

SB 934–By Schaaf.

An Act to amend chapter 167, RSMo, by adding thereto one new section relating to the participation
of home school students in public school activities.

SB 935–By Wieland.

An Act to amend chapter 449, RSMo, by adding thereto twenty-four new sections relating to
homeowners’ associations.

SB 936–By Wallingford.

An Act to repeal sections 375.004 and 379.118, RSMo, and to enact in lieu thereof two new sections
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relating to insurance policy change notices.

SB 937–By Wallingford.

An Act to repeal section 221.407, RSMo, and to enact in lieu thereof one new section relating to a sales
tax for regional jail districts.

SB 938–By Wallingford.

An Act to amend chapter 379, RSMo, by adding thereto one new section relating to insurance policies
covering property damage caused by earthquake activity.

SB 939–By Schaefer.

An Act to amend chapter 574, RSMo, by adding thereto one new section relating to the offense of
terrorism, with a penalty provision.

SB 940–By Schmitt.

An Act to repeal section 167.765, RSMo, and to enact in lieu thereof one new section relating to brain
injuries and concussions occurring in youth sports. 

SB 941–By Dixon.

An Act to repeal section 173.616, RSMo, and to enact in lieu thereof one new section relating to the
regulation of proprietary schools.

SB 942–By Nasheed.

An Act to amend chapter 610, RSMo, by adding thereto one new section relating to the expungement
of criminal records.

SB 943–By Schatz.

An Act to repeal section 386.572, RSMo, and to enact in lieu thereof one new section relating to civil
penalties for violating federally mandated natural gas safety standards, with penalty provisions.

SB 944–By Schatz.

An Act to repeal section 319.045, RSMo, and to enact in lieu thereof one new section relating to the
civil penalty for violating certain underground facility safety standards, with penalty provisions.

SENATE BILLS FOR PERFECTION

Senator Wasson moved that SB 585, with SCS, be taken up for perfection, which motion prevailed.

SCS for SB 585, entitled:

SENATE COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR
SENATE BILL NO. 585

An Act to repeal sections 211.393, 478.170, and 478.191, RSMo, and to enact in lieu thereof six new
sections relating to the division of multicounty judicial circuits, with an emergency clause.

Was taken up.
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Senator Romine assumed the Chair.

Senator Wasson moved that SCS for SB 585 be adopted, which motion prevailed.

On motion of Senator Wasson, SCS for SB 585 was declared perfected and ordered printed.

HOUSE BILLS ON SECOND READING

The following Bills were read the 2nd time and referred to the Committees indicated:

HB 1452––Rules, Joint Rules, Resolutions and Ethics.

HB 1575––Rules, Joint Rules, Resolutions and Ethics.

HB 1983––Rules, Joint Rules, Resolutions and Ethics.

HB 1979––Rules, Joint Rules, Resolutions and Ethics.

SECOND READING OF SENATE BILLS

The following Bills and Joint Resolution were read the 2nd time and referred to the Committees
indicated:

SB 851––Transportation, Infrastructure and Public Safety.

SB 852––Transportation, Infrastructure and Public Safety.

SB 853––Veterans’ Affairs and Health.

SB 854––General Laws and Pensions.

SB 855––Education.

SB 856––Ways and Means.

SB 857––Education.

SB 858––Commerce, Consumer Protection, Energy and the Environment.

SB 859––Jobs, Economic Development and Local Government.

SB 860––Judiciary and Civil and Criminal Jurisprudence.

SB 861––Jobs, Economic Development and Local Government.

SB 862––Small Business, Insurance and Industry.

SB 863––Small Business, Insurance and Industry.

SB 864––Financial and Governmental Organizations and Elections.

SB 865––Financial and Governmental Organizations and Elections.

SB 866––Financial and Governmental Organizations and Elections.

SB 867––Jobs, Economic Development and Local Government.

SB 868––Small Business, Insurance and Industry.

SB 869––Jobs, Economic Development and Local Government.
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SB 870––Ways and Means.

SB 871––Commerce, Consumer Protection, Energy and the Environment.

SB 872––Financial and Governmental Organizations and Elections.

SB 873––Education.

SB 874––Education.

SB 875––Veterans’ Affairs and Health.

SB 876––Small Business, Insurance and Industry.

SB 877––Small Business, Insurance and Industry.

SB 878––Agriculture, Food Production and Outdoor Resources.

SB 879––Jobs, Economic Development and Local Government.

SB 880––Agriculture, Food Production and Outdoor Resources.

SB 881––Transportation, Infrastructure and Public Safety.

SB 882––Progress and Development.

SB 883––Seniors, Families and Children.

SB 884––Transportation, Infrastructure and Public Safety.

SB 885––Jobs, Economic Development and Local Government.

SB 886––Judiciary and Civil and Criminal Jurisprudence.

SB 887––Veterans’ Affairs and Health.

SB 888––Seniors, Families and Children.

SB 889––Small Business, Insurance and Industry.

SB 890––Judiciary and Civil and Criminal Jurisprudence.

SB 891––Judiciary and Civil and Criminal Jurisprudence.

SB 892––Jobs, Economic Development and Local Government.

SB 893––Judiciary and Civil and Criminal Jurisprudence.

SB 894––Agriculture, Food Production and Outdoor Resources.

SB 895––Jobs, Economic Development and Local Government.

SB 896––Seniors, Families and Children.

SB 897––Ways and Means.

SB 898––Ways and Means.

SB 899––Transportation, Infrastructure and Public Safety.

SB 900––Veterans’ Affairs and Health.
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SB 901––Commerce, Consumer Protection, Energy and the Environment.

SB 902––General Laws and Pensions.

SB 903––Judiciary and Civil and Criminal Jurisprudence.

SB 904––Education.

SB 905––Seniors, Families and Children.

SB 906––Governmental Accountability and Fiscal Oversight.

SB 907––Small Business, Insurance and Industry.

SB 908––Veterans’ Affairs and Health.

SB 909––Transportation, Infrastructure and Public Safety.

SB 910––Veterans’ Affairs and Health.

SB 911––Small Business, Insurance and Industry.

SB 912––Veterans’ Affairs and Health.

SB 913––Transportation, Infrastructure and Public Safety.

SB 914––Judiciary and Civil and Criminal Jurisprudence.

SB 915––Transportation, Infrastructure and Public Safety.

SB 916––Judiciary and Civil and Criminal Jurisprudence.

SB 917––Transportation, Infrastructure and Public Safety.

SB 918––Judiciary and Civil and Criminal Jurisprudence.

SB 919––Jobs, Economic Development and Local Government.

SB 920––Ways and Means.

SB 921––Seniors, Families and Children.

SB 922––Veterans’ Affairs and Health.

SB 923––Transportation, Infrastructure and Public Safety.

SB 924––Financial and Governmental Organizations and Elections.

SB 925––Veterans’ Affairs and Health.

SJR 35––Ways and Means.

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES

Senator Kehoe, Chairman of the Committee on Rules, Joint Rules, Resolutions and Ethics, submitted
the following report:

Mr. President: Your Committee on Rules, Joint Rules, Resolutions and Ethics, to which was referred 
SCS for SB 591, begs leave to report that it has examined the same and finds that the bill has been truly
perfected and that the printed copies furnished the Senators are correct.
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On motion Senator Kehoe, the Senate recessed until 6:45 p.m.

RECESS

The time of recess having expired, the Senate was called to order by President Pro Tem Richard.

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

The following message was received from the House of Representatives through its Chief Clerk:

Mr. President: I am instructed by the House of Representatives to inform the Senate that the House has
taken up and passed HCS for HCR 58 entitled:

HOUSE COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR 

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 58

Relating to the disapproval of the Missouri State Tax Commission’s recommendations regarding the value for each grade

of agricultural and horticultural land based on productive capability.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI, AS FOLLOWS:

WHEREAS, Section 137.021, RSMo, provides that on or before December thirty-first of each odd-numbered year the State Tax

Commission is required to promulgate by regulation a value for each grade of agricultural and horticultural land based on productive capability;

and

WHEREAS, the State Tax Commission, in accordance with Section 137.021, RSMo, did on December 29, 2015, propose a value for each

of the eight grades of agricultural and horticultural land for the 2017 and 2018 assessment years, with changes to grades 1 through 4; and

WHEREAS, the members of the General Assembly believe that the proposed amendment to 12 CSR 30-4.010 increases the values of

various agricultural grades beyond the level which the General Assembly considers to be fair and reasonable; and

WHEREAS, Section 137.021, RSMo, permits the General Assembly to disapprove within the first sixty days of the next Regular Session

of the General Assembly the agricultural and horticultural values as proposed by the State Tax Commission:

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the members of the Missouri House of Representatives, Ninety-eighth General Assembly,

Second Regular Session, the Senate concurring therein, hereby disapprove the new agricultural land productive values contained in the proposed

amendment to 12 CSR 30-4.010; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chief Clerk of the Missouri House of Representatives be instructed to prepare properly inscribed

copies of this resolution for Governor Jay Nixon and the Missouri State Tax Commission.

In which the concurrence of the Senate is respectfully requested.

Read 1st time.

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES

Senator Kehoe, Chairman of the Committee on Rules, Joint Rules, Resolutions and Ethics, submitted
the following report:

Mr. President: Your Committee on Rules, Joint Rules, Resolutions and Ethics, to which was referred
SCS for SB 585, begs leave to report that it has examined the same and finds that the bill has been truly
perfected and that the printed copies furnished the Senators are correct.

REFERRALS

President Pro Tem Richard referred SCS for SB 585 to the Committee on Governmental Accountability
and Fiscal Oversight.
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On motion of Senator Kehoe, the Senate repaired to the House of Representatives to receive the State
of the State Address from His Excellency, Governor Jeremiah W. “Jay” Nixon.

JOINT SESSION

The Joint Session was called to order by President Kinder. 

The Color Guard from the Missouri State Highway Patrol, Troop F, presented the colors.

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was recited. 

On roll call the following Senators were present:

Present—Senators

Brown Chappelle-Nadal Curls Dixon Emery Hegeman Holsman

Keaveny Kehoe Kraus Libla Munzlinger Nasheed Onder

Parson Pearce Richard Riddle Romine Sater Schaefer

Schatz Schmitt Schupp Sifton Silvey Wallingford Walsh

Wasson Wieland—30

Absent—Senator Cunningham—1

Absent with leave—Senator Schaaf—1

Vacancies—2

On roll call the following Representatives were present:

Present:

Adams Alferman Allen Anders Anderson Andrews Arthur

Austin Bahr Barnes Basye Beard Bernskoetter Berry

Black Bondon Brattin Brown 57 Brown 94 Burlison Burns

Butler Carpenter Chipman Cierpiot Colona Conway 10 Conway 104

Cookson Corlew Cornejo Crawford Cross Curtis Curtman

Davis Dogan Dohrman Dugger Dunn Eggleston Ellington

Engler Entlicher Fitzpatrick Fitzwater 144 Fitzwater 49 Flanigan Fraker

Franklin Frederick Gannon Gardner Gosen Green Haahr

Hansen Harris Hicks Higdon Hill Hinson Hoskins

Hough Houghton Hubbard Hubrecht Hummel Hurst Johnson

Justus Kelley Kendrick Kidd King Kirkton Koenig

Kolkmeyer Korman Kratky LaFaver Lair Lant Lauer

Lavender Leara Lichtenegger Love Lynch Marshall Mathews

McCaherty McCreery McDaniel McDonald McGaugh McGee McNeil

Meredith Messenger Miller Mims Mitten Montecillo Moon

Morgan Morris Muntzel Neely Newman Norr Pace

Parkinson Peters Pfautsch Phillips Pierson Pietzman Pike

Plocher Pogue Redmon Rehder Reiboldt Remole Rhoads

Rizzo Roden Roeber Rone Rowden Rowland 155 Rowland 29

Runions Ruth Shaul Shull Shumake Solon Sommer

Spencer Swan Taylor 139 Taylor 145 Vescovo Walker Walton Gray



Eighth Day—Wednesday, January 20, 2016 143

Webber White Wiemann Wilson Wood Mr. Speaker—153

Absent:

English Haefner Jones May McCann Beatty Nichols Otto

Ross Smith Zerr—10

The Joint Committee appointed to wait upon His Excellency, Governor Jay Nixon, escorted the
Governor to the dais where he delivered the State of the State Address to the Joint Assembly:

Governor Jeremiah W. (Jay) Nixon

2016 State of the State Address

Thank you, Lt. Gov. Kinder, Speaker Richardson, President Pro Tem Richard, members of the General Assembly, Judges of the Missouri

Supreme Court, state officials, members of my cabinet and honored guests.

I’m also delighted to be joined this evening by Missouri’s First Lady - my wonderful wife, Georganne, and our sons Jeremiah and Will. 

Thirty-two years ago, I was a young Jefferson County lawyer beginning a campaign for the state Senate, asking people to believe in my passion,

my work ethic and my vision.

The people of my home county gave me their votes and an opportunity for a life in public service that has brought me to this moment.

The world is a very different place than it was in 1984. But as people, our hopes, dreams and fears haven’t changed.  

And politics at its core isn’t different at all. It is still a great contest of ideas and how to put them into action. 

So tonight I want to highlight some of the real progress - and outline the perils of inaction - on the critical issues that face us now. 

Growing up in DeSoto, I went to Central Elementary School. Back then, students with challenges were warehoused in a separate building. At

recess, they were the targets of jeers.

I remember at a young age understanding that this was wrong, and trying my best to do something about it. That experience taught me some

fundamental lessons that have stayed with me ever since.

We aren’t all given the same gifts, but we all have the same rights. And our service will ultimately be measured at Heaven’s doorstep by what

we did - or did not do - to help those in need.

Seven years ago I stood right here and talked about our shared values as Missourians.

Those values haven’t changed. Values don’t.

And the goals of progress, based on those values, haven’t changed either.

Tonight - my final time at this podium  speaking to Missouri, to you in this room, and to history - I will be clear about my vision for a shared

path forward...and the steps we can to take to grow our  economy, improve our schools, care for those in need and earn the trust of the people

we serve. 

And I pledge to you that I will do everything I can, with the power entrusted in me, to move us - to move you - to action.

Action carries risks. But it’s the risk-takers who make history.

Inaction is always easier. But inaction is also a decision with real consequences.  So tonight I ask all Missourians - and especially those in this

room - to join with me.

Choose action over inaction to make life better for the people of our state.

Don’t fight for partisan reasons - yours or mine. Instead, let’s join together to fight for progress.

In my first state of the state address in 2009, I set five broad goals for our state based on values we share as Missourians. And on four of these

five goals, we’ve taken huge strides.
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My first priority was jobs... and since the worst of the downturn, more than 100,000 new jobs have been created in Missouri.  

Second, as Chief Executive, I pledged to take the actions necessary to balance the state budget every year without raising taxes, because we

believe in fiscal responsibility. We did so for seven straight years, and will continue on that path under my budget.   

My third goal was to make college better and more affordable, because education is the key to our future. Today, Missouri is number one in

the country for keeping a lid on tuition increases, and under my budget we’ll stay number one this year. 

My fourth goal was to provide more Missourians with better health care. Today, 100,000 more children have health care than the day I took

office. 

And this year, we’ll make historic investments to help Missourians with developmental disabilities and mental illness live with dignity and hope.

The fifth goal I set was ethics reform. Let’s get real ethics reform on my desk this session so I can sign it into law.

Honest, transparent and accountable state government starts with remembering what we’re here to do, and who we’re here to serve:

People like Sarah Galbraith and Alan Doan. Eight years ago, they took a risk and started the Missouri Star Quilt Company in the small town

of Hamilton. Now it’s the largest employer in Caldwell County - and brings thousands of visitors to Hamilton each year.

People like Rebecca Balfanz - a mother who grew up in foster care and who is now on track to finish her degree in elementary education early

from WGU-Missouri, to make life better for her kids.

And people like Kelsey Mack. Kelsey has cerebral palsy, but she didn’t let it stop her dream. She opened a shop in Blue Springs selling items

made exclusively by people with disabilities, to help them be more independent and empowered. 

Like so many Missourians, these folks didn’t fold in the face of a challenge. They persevered. Because that’s what the people of Missouri do.

Just a few short weeks ago, floodwaters inundated many parts of the state, claiming 16 lives and threatening hundreds more. And as always,

Missourians stood together, and reached out to help their neighbors in need.

Let me share one remarkable story with you. 

On Dec. 27, just after 2 a.m., a call went out to the Missouri State Highway Patrol about a man who had been swept away by the floodwaters

of the Pomme de Terre River in Polk County.  

Corporal David Brown and Trooper Robert Garrett sprang into action. As they neared the Highway 215 Bridge, they could hear someone

shouting for help, but it was far too dark to see on that cold night. 

In spite of the danger, they launched a jet boat into the raging river. As Trooper Garrett steered through the treacherous currents, their spotlight

hit the face of a young man desperately clinging to the branches of a tree ten feet above the water’s surface. 

As the man began to climb down to his rescuers, he slipped and fell into the freezing river. Before the swift current could pull him under,

Corporal Brown hauled him into the boat and got him safely to dry land. 

Their training paid off; a life was saved.

The willingness to risk their lives for others is a defining characteristic of all those who answer the call to service - as first responders, law

enforcement officers and members of the military. They run toward danger, not away from it. 

Corporal Brown and Trooper Garrett, please stand. You represent all those who serve our state and our nation with honor. Please accept the

thanks of your state.

As Governor, I’ve seen many natural disasters - from floods and drought, to ice storms and tornadoes. We seem to get more than our fair share.

Maybe that’s why Missourians have such grit... fortitude... and a relentless work ethic.  No one works harder or competes tougher. 

That’s why job creation was the first goal I set back in 2009 - and why it continues to be my top priority moving forward. In ‘09, Missouri’s

unemployment rate spiked to nearly 10 percent; today, it’s down to only 4.4 percent - 4.4 percent, that’s lower than the national average, and

the lowest it’s been in 15 years.  

When I took office, the auto industry in Missouri was on life support. Today, it’s back and booming, and Missouri is home to the most

productive Ford plant in the world.

When I took office, a lot of talented entrepreneurs couldn’t get access to the capital they needed.
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Today, Missouri is number one in the nation in new business creation.  

GDP is up, home prices have rebounded, and personal income continues to rise. 

The state of our state is strong - and getting stronger each day. But we can’t let up.  

We need to keep our economy moving - keep our fiscal house in order, and keep our AAA credit rating intact. 

The balanced budget I present tonight continues our commitment to my second goal: fiscal responsibility.

Over the last seven years, we’ve made state government smaller, smarter and more efficient - while making $2 billion in cuts necessary to

balance the budget. Not everyone liked those cuts, and they weren’t easy to make. But Missouri is stronger today because we took action.

In an election year like this, there are folks out there who claim the size of government has grown, and that spending is out of control. 

Maybe that’s true in Washington. But not here in the Show-Me State.

Here in Missouri we balance our budgets, we pay the bills, and we pay down debt. 

In fact, when I leave office, we will have less debt than when I came in. 

State government today is 5,087 positions smaller than when I took office, and under my budget it will keep getting smaller. 5,000 is about

the size of my hometown of DeSoto, or all of Putnam County.

Balancing budgets. Paying our bills. Protecting our AAA credit rating.  

Responsibility and accountability matter - that’s what taxpayers expect and what they deserve.  

Our AAA rating is the gold standard. It tells businesses around the globe that the Show-Me State is a smart place to invest. And it’s a big selling

point for our state. 

Time and time again it has been a deal-closer for Missouri - unlike Illinois, which can’t even pass a budget, or Kansas, which can’t even pay

its bills. 

And both of those states had their credit ratings downgraded. Meanwhile, Missouri’s economy keeps growing.  

Last week I was back at the auto show in Detroit, where - once again - the spotlight was on the all-new vehicles built with pride here in

Missouri. 

Before I took office, auto plants were closing; one out of every three jobs in the automotive industry in Missouri had disappeared. And the first

time I went up to the Auto Show, the mood was grim. 

Seven years later, more than 24,000 men and women are working at auto plants and suppliers in Warrensburg and Willow Springs; Perryville

and Portageville; Mexico and Moberly; in Troy, Dexter, New Haven and, of course, St. Louis and Kansas City, where employment at the Ford

and GM plants has more than doubled. 

Today, Missouri workers build the toughest, safest, most innovative and in-demand vehicles in the world:

The Ford F-150 - America’s best-selling pickup truck: Made in Missouri.

The 2016 Truck of the Year, the Chevy Colorado: Made in Missouri.

The best-selling commercial van in the U.S., the Ford Transit: Made in Missouri.

American made - Missouri strong.

And by rebuilding the American auto industry, we’re helping rebuild the middle-class. 

Last year every union worker at Ford and GM got a huge bonus: thousands of dollars, right into the pockets of the working men and women

of our state. Those bonuses paid off credit cards and student loans… put Royals hats and Cardinals jerseys under the Christmas tree… and

poured tens of millions of dollars into our economy.  

Last year, if you’ll recall, we were joined by a crowd of cheering autoworkers who came to the Capitol to show their gratitude for the work

we did here.

They’re not here tonight - because they’re working. Demand is so high they even had to give up lunch breaks at the GM plant.
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So next time you see one of those shiny new Colorados or F-150s, remember who built them: skilled union workers, making good union wages,

and keeping the American dream alive right here in the Show-Me State. 

But the economic growth we’ve seen isn’t just in Kansas City and St. Louis, it’s in Sedalia and Springfield, St. Joe and Joplin.

Joplin…where the population is greater today than it was before the tornado in 2011, and where the economy is going strong.  

With faith and courage, the people of Joplin rebuilt their community from the ground up - planting trees and painting murals; rebuilding homes

and hospitals, schools and churches, playgrounds and businesses.

One of those new businesses belongs to Toby Teeter, an entrepreneur I met at Joplin’s Newman Innovation Center. About a year ago, Toby

started a tech company called LocalRaces.com. It builds websites that communities and charities can use to organize running events, from 5ks

to marathons. 

Toby’s biggest challenge was finding the funds he needed to get his concept up and running. Our Missouri Technology Corporation provided

$100,000 in seed capital that Toby was able to match with private investments. Today, Local Races dot com is growing, and hiring - creating

high-tech jobs in the heart of Joplin.

Please join me in recognizing Toby, his wife Ashleigh, and all the entrepreneurs who are helping to make Missouri a hub of technology and

innovation.

Thanks to the work we’ve done here, MTC has already helped startups across the state leverage more than $200 million in private investment. 

Maybe that’s why recent census data showed that Missouri was number one in the nation in creating new businesses - number one.

While new business creation declined in 39 states, Missouri bucked that trend with a dramatic increase in startups. That’s a very big deal.

To continue this momentum, my budget increases funding for the Missouri Technology Corporation by $10 million to help more entrepreneurs

innovate and grow right here in the Show-Me State.  

Tourism is another important part of our economy. 

That’s why, when I took office, I wanted to reverse a 10-year decline in state park attendance. While budget cuts forced other states to close

parks or charge entrance fees, we kept ours open - and free for all. 

Missouri has been recognized as the best state in the nation for camping and hiking.  Last year, our state parks had more than 19.2 million

visitors. That’s a new record and an increase of nearly 30 percent since 2008. More young people are out hunting in our woods and fishing in

our lakes and streams.  

With our focus on marketing Missouri to the world, tourism’s economic impact in the Show-Me State has surged by nearly 30 percent,

supporting nearly 300,000 jobs. To continue this success, my budget this year includes another $3 million to get the word out about all Missouri

has to offer. 

For example, this year, we will extend the Katy Trail all the way across our state and expand our park system, giving folks even more reasons

to enjoy the outdoors, and spend money in the Show-Me State.

When we talk about ways to keep our economy moving forward, we’ve got to include Missouri’s number one industry: agriculture.

My budget includes funding for scholarships for the next generation of Missouri dairy farmers, and additional resources to increase the value

of our cattle industry.

I would like to recognize our outstanding Agriculture Director Richard Fordyce, up in the gallery. He’s got a great group of folks with him

tonight: the hardworking producers who earned the Governor’s Award for Agricultural Achievement. 

People talk about agriculture being the backbone of our state. Well, these folks are the backbone of agriculture. 

When your alarm clock goes off in the morning, they’re already up, breaking the ice in the stock tank. 

When you’re kicking back in the recliner after dinner to watch your favorite TV show, they’re out in the shed, working on the tractor.

This year’s winners hail from every part of our state - New Madrid to Norborne, Aurora to Fayette - raising corn, beans, apples, timber, chickens

and hogs. 

Please join me in thanking them for all they do to feed, fuel and clothe our state, our nation and our world.
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Our producers are doing their part. Now we have to do ours.

We can’t sell Missouri goods if we can’t get them to market.

That’s why my budget invests an additional $5 million to improve and expand our ports - so we can ship more Missouri goods around the world

and create more jobs here at home. 

We’ve also got too many bad roads and rickety bridges. We all know it, and it’s time to act. 

Roads aren’t free. Last time I checked, nobody was giving away concrete and asphalt.

I’ve been clear about my position: if you use the roads, you should help pay for them. What I don’t support is taking money that should go to

schools, law enforcement and mental health, and using it to patch potholes.

With gas prices the lowest they’ve been in more than a decade, now is the time to get this done.

Senator Libla, I appreciate your leadership in this area. I’m looking for your bill to move into the passing lane and get to my desk this year.

Let’s work together to move transportation forward in Missouri.

Another way we can continue to strengthen our economy is by strengthening Missouri families. Finding good, affordable childcare is a

challenge for every working family in America - and especially those with low incomes. That’s why my budget makes child care more

affordable for 20,000 low-income working families, reducing their out-of-pocket costs.    

And this year, we are going to expand family-friendly policies like parental leave for state employees.

It’s good for kids, it’s good for families - and it’s good for our state. 

We need to strengthen all families. 

In July, I signed an executive order to ensure compliance with the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision establishing a right to same-sex marriage.

No one should be discriminated against because of who they love. 

We’ve come a long way on this issue, but there is more to be done. It is unacceptable that Missourians can still be fired for being gay. That’s

wrong, it’s not who we are - and it must change. 

I repeat my call for the General Assembly to pass the Missouri Nondiscrimination Act, which would prohibit discrimination against LGBT

Missourians in employment, housing and public accommodations. 

Equal opportunity and social justice go hand-in-hand; one cannot exist without the other.

We are upholding these principles and restoring trust through sweeping municipal court reforms and improved police training. 

Our POST Commission has put forward strong new rules to update and enhance Missouri’s police training standards. We also need to update

our use of force statute. Let’s support our cops - and the communities they serve. Let’s get this done. 

The third priority I identified when I took office was education. Public education is the best economic development tool we’ve got, and it’s

a value we share.

Our children need an education that prepares them to be critical thinkers and problem-solvers - innovators who will rise to the challenges of

climate change and food production, harness clean energy, and conquer disease.

That’s why, even during the worst of the recession, we never backed away from our commitment to support our public schools. We provided

record funding - and set higher expectations.

There were some who doubted whether our students and schools were up to the challenge, who said the new state standards were too tough,

too ambitious.

I disagreed. I knew that if we raised our expectations, our students would rise to meet them.  No gimmicks or voucher schemes - just great

teachers, the right tools, strong communities, and a shared commitment to excellence.

And we are getting results. Test scores are rising. Our graduation rate is now in the top 10 in the nation. And more high school graduates are

college ready.

My budget ensures that education remains a top priority with an increase of $150 million - record funding - for our local public schools. 

That includes funding for the foundation formula, special education, transportation, and struggling school districts.
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And for the first time, we’ll be funding early childhood education through the foundation formula, giving more than 2,500 kids access to high

quality pre-school this year.

Under my budget, troubled schools will get the early-intervention and support they need to turn things around. And more students in low-income

communities will have the opportunity to learn 21st Century skills like computer science.  

These investments in our future are possible because over the last seven years - even in the throes of the Great Recession - we kept our fiscal

house in order and made smart decisions about our priorities, like education. 

Because we did, the budget I present tonight invests $400 million more in the K-12 foundation formula than when I became Governor.

Funding is an essential part of the equation for successful schools. So is the drive to succeed.

Tonight we are joined by Dr. Scott Spurgeon, superintendent of the Riverview Gardens School District in St. Louis County, and some of

Riverview’s outstanding high school seniors. 

The district includes areas of high crime, poverty and unemployment. Like so many urban school districts, that combination can create tough

challenges for teachers, students and families. But under Dr. Spurgeon’s dynamic leadership, the district has rallied. 

Dr. Spurgeon played some serious baseball as a young man. He knows what it takes to compete and to win.

So it shouldn’t come as a surprise that Riverview was the most improved school district in the state last year, and continues to make dramatic

progress. You want to see what relentless focus and hard work can do?

Meet the outstanding, college-bound students here with us tonight - Cameron Johnson, Darius Bass, Cordell Billups, Kristofer Grant, Devyn

Walton and Shannon Washington.

Please join me in congratulating Dr. Spurgeon and these talented young people.   

In 2009, too many kids couldn’t afford college - and those who did get a degree were saddled with too much debt. 

But today, more kids are going to college, getting their degrees - all while taking on far less debt than the national average. We’re talking

thousands of dollars less. 

In fact, Missouri is number one in the nation in holding down tuition increases at our four-year institutions. Number one. 

This year, we will strengthen Missouri’s position as a leader in college affordability and quality. 

First, my budget includes an additional $56 million in performance funding. And with this historic investment, our public colleges and

universities will once again freeze tuition for Missouri undergraduates this fall. They won’t pay a penny more.

We’re also upping our investment in Missouri’s A+ scholarship program to keep up with increasing demand. When I took office, fewer than

half the schools in the state were A+, but today nearly all of them are - because I believed every student deserved an opportunity to earn an

A+ scholarship.

For low-income families, we’re putting more money in Access Scholarships - reducing the cost of college for tens of thousands of students.

 By focusing on affordability and demanding quality, we’ve driven a surge in college completion.  Last year, more than 50,000 students earned

a degree from one of our public institutions - up 36 percent since I took office.

Thirty-six percent. That’s a big number - and a lot of proud parents.

My budget provides more resources to train even more Missourians for careers in high-demand health care fields.

And thanks to people in this room and our AAA credit rating, there are construction projects underway right now on campuses across the state:

an engineering building at Mizzou, chemistry and biology labs at UMKC and Missouri S&T, renovations at Baldwin Hall at Truman, 19 new

labs at St. Louis Community College... and the list goes on.

The best way to secure our future is by investing in the people who will lead it - the next generation. We’re making a difference. Let’s keep

it up.

Let’s also work together to protect kids and consumers by reining in the billion-dollar daily fantasy sports industry. 

Let’s get real: this is gambling, kids are playing, and it’s completely unregulated. And there are lobbyists in this building who want to keep

it that way. If you’re going to legalize it, we must regulate it and tax it just like we do casinos.
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This industry should follow the law, play by the rules, and pay its fair share. This could mean millions of dollars a year for education. 

I spoke earlier about the children with special needs at my elementary school, who were made fun of on the playground because they were

different. Doing more for children like them has been a passion of mine ever since. 

When I took office, insurance companies didn’t cover therapy for thousands of Missouri kids with autism. Today, thousands of children are

receiving life-changing therapy because we worked together and passed landmark autism legislation.  

And with increased funding in my budget, we will build a new autism center at Truman State University, expand the Thompson Center for

Autism in Columbia, and increase services at Mercy Kids Autism Center in St. Louis. That means more research, more treatment, better training

and healthier kids. 

When I took office, Missourians with developmental disabilities had to wait years for in-home Medicaid services. Today, there is no waiting

list. Zero.  

Under my budget, it will stay at zero - and we’ll provide additional resources to those who care for Missourians with developmental disabilities.

We also need to reach out to those Missourians with severe mental illness.  

When I took office, some of these people were locked up in a dangerous and decrepit facility in Fulton, first opened in 1851. It will soon be

replaced by a state-of-the-art psychiatric hospital dedicated to modern treatment, rehabilitation and research.

Too often Missourians with severe mental illness can’t afford the treatment they need. And so they bounce in and out of our jails and emergency

rooms - and back out onto the streets. It’s expensive, counterproductive and no way for anyone to live. 

My budget includes $1.6 million to get those folks out of our emergency rooms, off the streets, and into treatment.

Today, in every county in the state, mental health professionals are partnering with local law enforcement to help those suffering from chronic

mental illness find treatment and stability.  

But our work is not finished. 

Our goal is to help more individuals get into treatment earlier, before they reach a crisis point. 

That’s why this year we will roll out a crisis prevention program for Missourians between the ages of 21 and 35 with serious mental illness

and substance abuse problems. 

And while we’re at it, Missouri needs to join the other 49 states in the nation, get a prescription drug monitoring program, and start to get a

handle on the epidemic of opiate abuse. 

In total, my budget includes an increase of nearly $200 million for services to help Missourians with developmental disabilities and mental

illness. 

These programs change lives. They save lives. We can work together to make our communities safer, healthier and stronger. 

We also need to provide quality care for our proud veterans, including thousands of men and women who served in Vietnam. Last year, I signed

legislation to provide $33 million in improvements to our veterans’ homes.

But we can do more. My budget includes funds for the design of a new veterans home, so that no veteran has to languish on a waiting list.  

They did their duty - let’s do ours.

There’s a lot of rhetoric in politics today about helping working families. How about helping them get health care?

Right now we’ve got a backward system in our state. It encourages folks to sit at home and not work, and punishes working Missourians with

jobs that don’t offer health insurance. 

More than 30 states already have expanded Medicaid, including ten with Republican legislatures. 

This should be the year that we find a way forward, with a Missouri solution that rewards work, demands personal responsibility, brings our

tax dollars home, and gives health care to 300,000 working Missourians. 

Make no mistake - inaction has real consequences. It’s time to stop playing politics with people’s lives. Do the right thing and give them access

to health care. 

The fifth goal I set when I took office was ethics reform. Missouri’s ethics laws are a disgrace - the weakest in the nation.
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The people of Missouri are nobody’s fools. They understand that a donor who writes you a fat check expects something in return.

They know that if a lobbyist showers you with gifts, or takes you to the country club for cocktails and the surf-and-turf, he’s going to lean on

you before dessert.

They know it’s wrong for legislators to launder campaign contributions by paying each other for political advice. Missouri has got to clean up

its act.

I want to thank Speaker Richardson for pushing forward on this issue. But we’re a long way from the finish line. Let’s come together, restore

the public’s trust and pass real ethics reform now.

Before I close, I’d like to introduce you to a family that demonstrates the kind of difference we can make when we work together. 

Paul and Jennifer Johnson are originally from Indiana.  Paul was an electrician at the GM plant in Kokomo, and Jennifer was a stay-at-home

mom. But in Indiana, GM was downsizing and Paul got laid off. He had just drawn his last unemployment check when he got an offer to work

at the GM plant here in Missouri. He jumped at the chance. 

Six months later, Jennifer got a job at the plant as well. Now they’re both building next-generation vehicles here in the Show-Me State.

They like living in Wentzville so much that they convinced their daughter and her two kids to move nearby. Jennifer says the school district

is awesome. 

But the biggest upside of their move is how well their grandson, Tristan, is doing. Tristan has autism. Before their move to Missouri, he was

nonverbal. But with the help of therapy, he’s now speaking - and thriving. Jennifer says it’s had a huge impact on their family.

Paul and Jennifer are here with us tonight and I want to thank them for reminding us what Missouri is all about. We work hard. We build things.

We care for people who need it. And we welcome everyone.

In the past three decades, I’ve learned a great deal from the people I’ve had the privilege to serve.

I’ve learned that Missourians are stronger, more resilient and more generous than you could ever imagine.

I’ve learned that Missouri’s rich diversity is not a weakness - it’s a strength.

I’ve learned that Missourians never shy away from a challenge. We listen, we learn and we get better. 

I’ve also learned that there’s a big difference between politics and public service. 

Politics is a horse race, but the stakes are much higher than winning the election. The real prize is the opportunity to make life better - for people

you don’t know and may never meet. 

And I am profoundly grateful that the people of Missouri have given me that high honor.

My mom taught kids with developmental disabilities. She worked hard at a job she loved, cared deeply for others, and always stood up for what

she knew was right. 

She passed away before I became a state senator. But I am still trying to live up to her expectations and ideals - that we have an obligation to

serve all Missourians: young and old, rich and poor, black and white, gay and straight, new arrivals and native sons.

And when we work together - guided by our shared values - and focus on the right things, we can make a lasting difference. 

When I started in this job, Missouri was staring down the barrel of a crisis - unemployment was skyrocketing, factories were closing, and people

were losing their homes and cars. 

Some of you were here then - Senator Walsh, Senator Wasson, Representative Engler - you remember: it was rough.

We were getting WARN notices practically every day about layoffs.  

But we had a plan. We stuck to it.  

And we delivered: a hundred thousand new jobs; a balanced budget every year without higher taxes; better schools and affordable college; and

healthier kids. 

Do we have more work to do? Of course.

But look where we are now: 4.4 percent unemployment, personal income and GDP on the rise, number one in new business creation, AAA
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credit rating intact. 

I appreciate those of you in this room who put progress before partisanship to move our state forward. 

But as always, the real credit belongs to the people of Missouri.

Together, Missourians of every generation have worked hard to build a brighter future. 

Our enduring values have guided us through good times and bad. 

And because I share those values, I am optimistic about our future - optimistic that the people of Missouri will prevail in the face of every

challenge, and enjoy the blessings of freedom, equality and prosperity for years to come. 

Let’s use the brief time that remains to each of us, to work together and leave Missouri better than we found it. 

God willing, it will be.

Thank you and God bless.

On motion of Senator Kehoe, the Joint Session was dissolved and the Senators returned to the Chamber
where they were called to order by President Pro Tem Richard.

RESOLUTIONS

Senator Parson offered Senate Resolution No. 1280, regarding the Fiftieth Wedding Anniversary of Mr.
and Mrs. Marvin Cochran, Lebanon, which was adopted.

Senator Pearce offered Senate Resolution No. 1281, regarding King Henry Roberson, Warrensburg,
which was adopted.

INTRODUCTIONS OF GUESTS

Senator Richard introduced to the Senate, Don Danner, Jeanne Dee, and Tom Hilton, St. Louis; Grover
and Sondra DePriest, Savannah; Sonny Evers, Eldon; Jim Hillin, Cape Girardeau; Shelly Hulet, St. Joseph;
Pamela Ives Hill, Centertown; Jennifer Jacobs, Linn; Bob Letterman, Brent Wilson and Steve York, Lee’s
Summit; Dave Myers, Springfield; Nick Myers, Joplin; and Jim Tompkins, Kansas City, members of the
Missouri Society of CPAs.

On behalf of Senator Wallingford and himself, the President introduced to the Senate, Zach Bell,
Sikeston.

Senator Holsman introduced to the Senate, Bob Letterman, Lee’s Summit.

Senator Keaveny introduced to the Senate, the Physician of the Day, Dr. Matt Casey, St. Louis.

Senator Riddle introduced to the Senate, Dr. Ken Haller, Dr. Sandra McKay, Dr. Linh Pham, Dr. Beth
Simpson, Dr. Kristin Sohl, and Dr. Stuart Sweet, members of the Missouri Chapter of the American
Academy of Pediatrics.

Senator Richard introduced to the Senate, former State Senator Delbert Scott.

On motion of Senator Kehoe, the Senate adjourned under the rules.
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