
State Senator

ScottDelbert

Representing the 28th Senatorial
District in the Missouri General Assembly

2008 Mid-Session Report

The legislative session is in full swing and I want to take a moment and thank you for allowing me to serve you in the
Missouri Senate.  Session started in early January and several of my pieces of legislation have already been voted out
of the Senate and sent over to the House of Representatives.  I am committed to hearing from and serving all of my
constituents.  I would like to invite you to visit our State Capitol anytime during the year.  So far we have had many
special guests drop by and visit our office, and I, as well as my office staff, welcome you to visit Jefferson City and see
your Legislature in action.  I am both honored and humbled to be entrusted with the responsibility of being your
voice here in the Missouri Senate.
                                                                               Take care and God Bless,

Protecting Missouri Property Taxpayers
The Missouri Senate has advanced a bill to the House that would end back door tax increases, close tax increase
loopholes, make sure taxpayers are informed, and expand tax relief for low-income seniors and the disabled.  Senate
Bill 711, sponsored by Sen. Michael Gibbons, R-Kirkwood, would require taxing entities, such as cities and school
districts, to roll back levy rates when reassessments boost revenue beyond inflation rates — regardless of whether the
entity was levying the tax at its tax rate ceiling.  The bill would also expand communication with the taxpayer by
requiring assessors to notify taxpayers of assessment increases.

Prescriptive Authority for Nurses
Currently, advanced practice registered nurses (APRNs) have the authority to administer, dispense and prescribe
certain drugs while operating under a collaborative practice agreement.  One of the bills I am sponsoring this session,
Senate Bill 734, would authorize APRNs to prescribe schedule II through V controlled substances.  In other words,
when you go in to see your doctor, APRNs would be allowed to prescribe the medications you need.  This is extremely
important in both rural and urban areas of our state.  These qualified and professional APNRs would be able to
supplement the shortage of doctors in rural areas.  This measure would also allow quicker treatment to patients when
doctors are unavailable in medically underserved areas, both urban and rural.  In many rural areas of Missouri it can
be difficult to find a hospital or doctor.  Advanced practice nurses often handle our routine health care needs.
Sending this bill to the governor to become law would be one small step toward more affordable, efficient health care
delivery for the citizens of Missouri.
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Senator Scott’s Committees

Pro-Life Legislation: Protecting the Unborn
A measure that would create stronger penalties for pregnant women and
unborn children in Missouri has been considered in the Senate.  Senate Bill 1058, sponsored by Sen. Rob Mayer, R-
Dexter, would expand Missouri’s abortion law to include providing a broader range of educational materials to
pregnant women considering an abortion as well as make it a crime to coerce an abortion.  The proposed legislation
modifies the informed consent requirements for an abortion by adding new requirements that must be obtained at
least 24 hours before an abortion.  Some requirements include reviewing printed materials and videos detailing the
risks of an abortion and the physiological characteristics of an unborn child.  The bill also seeks to punish those who
knowingly coerce a women to seek or obtain an abortion.  Such coercion ranges from committing or threatening to
abuse or stalk the woman to refusing to pay child support or provide financial support.

Missouri’s Budget and Economy

If we had known grandchildren
were so much fun, we would have
started having children sooner!

This year, the Legislature will consider a budget that includes an increased investment to improve math and science
education, expanded access to scholarships for students in our state, help for working Missourians to purchase quality
health insurance, and a tax cut for our veterans.  Below you can find the governor’s recommended operating budget
for Fiscal Year 2009.  These are preliminary numbers as the Senate will continue work on the budget once it is passed
by the House.

Transportation
$2.46 billion, 10.7%

All Other
$2.95 billion, 12.8%

DESE
$5.26 billion, 23.4%

Higher Education
$1.28 billion, 5.6%

Social Services
$9.32 billion, 40.6%

Judiciary, Elected Officials, and G.A.
$0.38, 1.7%

Corrections
$1.19 billion, 5.2%

Child Abuse Investigations
Another piece of legislation I am sponsoring this session would modify provi-
sions relating to child abuse investigations, including requiring the Children’s
Division of the Department of Social Services to maintain a list of pending crimi-
nal charges and display the fact that such a list exists on the child abuse and
neglect registry.  Senate Bill 1106 would also require the Children’s Division to
complete a child abuse investigation within thirty days.

Illegal Immigration
Many lawmakers have filed legislation this session dealing with illegal immigra-
tion in order to create provisions for those in this country illegally from finding
a safe haven in our state.  Under Senate Bill 750, sponsored by Sen. Jason Crowell,
R-Cape Girardeau, the Department of Revenue would not issue any driver’s
licenses to illegal aliens or to any person who cannot prove lawful presence.  A
driver’s license issued to an illegal alien in another state would not be honored
by the state of Missouri or the Department of Revenue for any purpose.


